
 



 

APRIL 2014 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As I write this month’s opening piece, our Club Secretary Tony will be putting the final touches to the latest 

issue of the magazine. It really is some achievement; a club periodical that features interesting and informative 

articles on club activities and model making articles of most popular genres, and occasionally niche subjects 

that very few consider.  

The archive of these magazines and articles can be found on the club website embedded in the ‘Build Articles’ 

and ‘Magazine’ menus. The build articles have become an important resource not only club members, but 

model builders everywhere. Only this past Saturday did I hear from visitors to our table at the Poole Vikings 

Show, “I was reading your article on the website…..”  It’s fantastic to know that we are a trusted choice for 

some modellers to begin their model projects based on the skills and views of the Romsey Modellers 

membership. However, model clubs and shows still play an invaluable role in educating others. 

Personally I find explaining techniques and sharing your skills with other modellers a pleasure, especially when 

you see the ‘coin drop’ and you’ve helped them solve a problem that, in some cases, no magazine or the 

internet could answer. 

This is a view shared by this month’s guest speaker on Wednesday night, Andy Argent. With multiple awards to 

his name in recent years, including an award for Best Diorama at Scale Modelworld 2013, Andy is without 

question, one of the best modellers in the country presently. His model subjects are not just beautifully built 

and painted, but tell a story so well, they are irresistible to the viewer. 

Andy will be bringing along his unique prize winning models and happily sharing just how he goes about 

creating and finishing them to such a high standard. I must say a big thank you to Tony for making this happen. 

In this digital age, there is still no substitute for simply talking to people.  

Enjoy the magazine. 

P.S.  Congratulations to Tony on winning two overall gold awards for his aircraft models at the Poole Show, a 

fantastic achievement and well deserved.  

Paul Adams 

Club President  

 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater 

for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we 

often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also 

attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just 

come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see the last page for 

details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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HENDON MODEL SHOW 

Our next outing as a club will be on Sunday 11
th

 May to 

the RAF Museum for the Hendon Model Show. This is my 

favourite show of the year, attended by clubs we don’t 

normally see and lots of vendors, not to mention a lot of 

interesting aircraft to look at. 

For more detail see 

http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/whats-going-

on/events/ipms-hendon-model-show/ 

The theme of the 2014 show will be the commemoration 

of the start of the First World War. All models of subjects 

from this era are particularly welcome.  Other attractions on the day will include lectures from specialist model 

makers to the film and TV world and the AGM of the International Plastic Modeller's Society. 

The show will also feature a flypast of the BBMF Avro Lancaster - keep an eye on our website for more details 

on timings. As the sponsors of the show Airfix and Revell provide generous prizes for the open model 

competition, which features thirteen different classes of model. We have been quite successful in the 

competition winning best in show twice in the last three years. 

We should be able to arrange transport for everybody that wants to attend, lets us know on Wednesday if you 

are now coming and we will see if we can fit you in. 

 

http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/whats-going-on/events/ipms-hendon-model-show/
http://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/london/whats-going-on/events/ipms-hendon-model-show/
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POOLE VIKING SHOW REPORT  
BY TONY ADAMS  

Paul, Richard and myself took the brief trip down the A31 for our annual visit to the Poole Vikings Model show. 

We have been disappointed with our pitch in the main hall over the last two years, with exhibitors being 

squeezed in every possible space so we were delighted to be allocated a well lit table near the canteen area 

giving us the potential to swing plenty of cats if the need arose. 

The table was quickly set up and looked superb, the 21 models we had on the table were all of the highest 

quality and though lacking our normal armour quotient was surely in the running for best table. 

Richard had brought his son Michael and was soon dragged to the “make and take” where they set about 

building Revell’s excellent GR1 Tornado. Naturally we spent plenty of time browsing the various vendors and 

all ended the day with a number of packages to try and slip past the wife. The highlight of the day was when 

one of the visitors to the stand pointed at my Javelin and said “ that’s my era”, on further questioning it 

transpired that he had done his national service in the RAF and flew Lightning’s! He then spent a good 15 

minutes telling us stories of flying the aircraft to 70000ft (upside down), through the Welsh valleys at ground 

level, and buzzing Soviet Bears. He certainly had some great memories of an era where there was so much 

more freedom to fly where and how they wanted. 

At the end of the day (very late in the day) the competition awards were announced, I won a silver for my 

Lancaster and Typhoon and best large scale aircraft for my Javelin, Paul picked up a silver for his BMW, 

however we were more surprised that Richard came away with nothing for his TSR2 and our superb table 

display also went unrecognised, it just goes to show the vagaries of judging. 

Still the day turned out to be much better than we had expected and no doubt we will be back next year. 

 

  



 

 

5 

PHOTOS 
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THE CLUB BUILD :  REVELL 1/32 HEINKEL HE 219 NIGHTFIGHTER "UHU" (EAGLE OWL) 

UPDATE 2   
BY WILL BOOTH 

This time I have been mostly carving. Sean has bought 

some PE for the cockpit controls and seat belts.  I've had 

to carve off the moulded belts from the seats, though I 

suppose the PE could just be stuck on top. This was easy 

on the flat gunners seat but the pilot's backrest has 

recessed ribs to clear out.  For the various controls, the 

moulded elements only needed to be cleared away in 

specific locations, shown in Eduard's instructions.  The 

scars will all have been painted by the next "Extra" club 

night when the PE will be commenced... 

 

  

 

In a spirit of true wartime building we are also 

considering dispersed airframe production. For 

example one person might build the port 

engine and another the starboard or perhaps 

one the wings and another the undercarriage, 

so there could be more progress between 

meetings. The best breakdown into discrete 

packages for this needs a bit more review of 

the instructions versus sprue arrangement 
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A MODELLERS PILGRIMAGE 
BY DE.CIPAL (NICK BURDEN)  

All the planning is done, the ferry crossings are 

booked and paid for, the hotel is booked, and the 

show entry tickets are purchased and printed out. 

Bags are packed, car is loaded all ready to go. News 

stories over the past couple of days say that the dock 

workers in Calais are taking industrial action and 

nothing is going in or out, hope that this situation 

improves, or at least don’t spread to Dunkerque, as 

we’re due to sail into there tonight. 

The journey to Dover was straight forward no hold 

ups, we went straight through check in and the ferry 

crossing was smooth. We arrived at Dunkerque 03:00 

local time. I was hoping to arrive at Dortmund by 08:00 

thus missing the rush hour traffic. Our first stop en-

route was just past Antwerp for fuel and a stretch of 

the legs. All was going to schedule until we reached 

Essen where we encountered road works, this slowed 

us up enough to hit rush hour, costing us about forty 

minutes. We finally reached Dortmund about 08:50 still 

not a disaster as the doors to the exhibition open at 

09:00. 

Intermodellbau is a five day model engineering 

exhibition held every year and caters for everything 

from large scale RC Cars, Planes and ships, all gauges of 

railways, plastic models and card models, if modelling is involved it is here. I guess the recession has even had 

its effect on this exhibition as there are only seven indoor halls instead of the usual nine, and the one outdoor 

arena for the large RC aircraft. The RC ships have a good size indoor pool for them to demonstrate in. The RC 

cars have a competition over the five days with qualifying, and the finals for each class on the Sunday. 

  

With tickets in hand we went to the entrance, got our tickets scanned then entered, MODELLING MECCA. We 

are here for two days so day one was used looking at most of the exhibits and perusing the myriad of stalls 

checking prices and sniffing out the bargains. It was with tired legs at the end of day one we went back to the 

car with our purchases and drove around to the hotel, the girl at reception explained where there was a steak 

house so we could have an evening meal. Once rested and showered we went to find the steak house but 

unfortunately it was full, now we need to find somewhere else to eat, so we headed towards Borussia 

Dortmund’s Stadium and as luck would have it we came across a sign for an Italian Restaurant. Dinner a couple 

of beers then back to the hotel to crash. 
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Next morning we walked to the exhibition centre as it is in spitting distance from the hotel. Today we finished 

looking at the exhibits we never got time to see yesterday, watched some of the RC displays and made another 

purchase or two. This was my fifth visit to this show and I still have not seen any of the outdoor arena displays, 

well gives me a reason to come back. Once again with weary legs we retreated back to the hotel for RnR. As 

the food at the Italian was good we decided to eat there again this evening, along with the obligatory beer or 

two. The hotel is nothing special but it was clean and quiet, and very convenient for the exhibition, I would 

recommend it, I for one will be using it in future visits. 

Friday morning we arose about 09:30 and hit the road by 10:15. First stop again was for fuel and to stretch the 

legs just past Brussels. We arrived at Cite du Europe about 16:40. Here there is an English style pub so we had 

a meal and beer. Unfortunately we reached Calais docks just before 18:00 and missed this sailing, so had to 

wait for the 20:00 which was the one we were booked on. The ferry crossing back was mill pond smooth and 

we docked at Dover 20:25 local time. Now the worst bit of the trip, the drive back home, again road works 

done their thing and we arrived home about 23:40. 

Intermodellbau is an outside bet for next year. But favourite is Jabbeke. 
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AIRFIX 1/72 AVRO LANCASTER BIII “SPECIAL” DAMBUSTER  
BY TONY ADAMS 

PAINTING 

With the majority of the assembly completed it was time to apply some colour. I masked off the various 

openings to the model including using Krysal clear to fill the escape hatches and the small windows at the 

bomb aimer position. I would paint over these for now but later when painting id complete I will remove the 

painted Klear and replace it to form new glass. It was a bit of a pin having to mask off the undercarriage legs 

which unusually has to be fitted at this stage. 

  

Once masked the model was given a coat of Tamiya Fine Grey 

primer straight from the rattle can 

The panel lines were then preshaded using Tymaiya X-18 

applied roughly with my airbrush 

  

I created a camouflage mask by photographing the painting 

instructions and scaling them to the model before printing and 

cutting out. The mask was fastened and  lifted off the model 

slightly using blu tak 

I used Mr Color Dark Earth taking care not to totally obscure 

the pre-shade, I further enhanced the tone variation by 

adding white to the paint and spraying lightly in the centres 

of the panels 
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I left the brown a good 48 hours to dry before applying the mask 

for the green camo 

I spayed  Tamiya X-81 RAF Dark Green using the same 

techniques as the Dark Earth 

  
Again leaving the paint a good 48 hours to dry I decide to take no 

chances with the masking for the underside colour 

I used Tamiya XF-85 Rubber Black for the underside ( Black 

Black would not look “scale” correct”) I again added a little 

white to mix and sprayed in the panel centres 

 

I love removing the masking once I have completed the major 

painting stage , in fact I have been known to do it far to early 

to the determent of the finish. This time I waited until I was 

sure the paint was thoroughly dry before revelling a pleasing 

paint job. A few areas needed minor rework before the model 

was sprayed with a good coat of Johnson’s Klear which 

protects the acrylic and provides a good gloss coat for decals 
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It was now time to add the exterior detail parts, I managed to 

break and then loose part of the hand rail located near the crew 

door, so had to create a new on from plastic rod. I made an 

painted the Eduard photo etch flaps and glued them in place 

The decals were applied without any drama, I used a the kit 

decals with the exception of the aircraft identification AJ-J 

which I obtained form the Xtradecal (X72093) sheet 

  
Exhaust staining was added on top of the wing apart from the 

very outer exhausts which due to the airflow goes under the wing 

(Thanks to Russell Howard for the tip) as the aircraft were 

virtually new when they went on the raid I didn’t over do it.  

As I mentioned earlier I replaced some of the windows with 

Krystal clear, here you can see the bomb aimers window. I 

wish I had used this for all small window.  

I plan to build a airfield diorama with the model using Airfix’s  recently released Airfield support set so I held 

off doing any further weathering until I had got the base together, no doubt I will be covering the build of that 

in a future artice. Meanwhile here are some photos of the model as she stands.   

PHOTOS   
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NOSTALGIA – REVELL GB CATALOGUE 1960-61 
BY WILL BOOTH  

By the time I started modelling in the early 70's it 

was Airfix or Matchbox kits - Frog were dead and 

buried in our corner of Essex, though the toy shop 

near my Dad's office sold stratospherically 

expensive (to me) Tamiya military and Revell 1/32 

aircraft. But in the 60's Revell had made their kits 

here as proudly noted on their 1960-61 catalogue I 

recently picked up at the Romsey railway modellers 

club. It’s stamped H.I Dowding & Son of Shirley 

Road, perhaps some of our members may recall the 

shop? 

Needless to say the catalogue is very US orientated. 

Not a Spitfire is to be seen, the P-39, B-24 and B-25 

are the only WW2 aircraft together with the large 

scale Fokker Dr1 (still going strong) as historic 

subjects amongst the contemporary jets.  There's a 

surprising tendency to larger multi-engined aircraft, 

maybe this was to avoid competing with the smaller 

Airfix planes by going for the more spectacular 

models from the US range, or just demonstrating to 

British youth the invincible strength of US air power 

defending the old world from the Reds?  The planes are to various box-scales judging by the spans - no scales 

are quoted anywhere in the booklet. 

More ships are illustrated than I expected, I think the "Bounty" still gets issued now and again.  In addition to 

American cars there are a range of now-classic British models - Rover, Jag and Ford with a VW Karmann Ghia 

for company.  The range also includes more missiles than tanks, historic firearms and a Moonship faces a 

Roman racing chariot. Variety was the spice of Revell kit life! 

No doubt some (all?) of these kits would be collectors items now.  I wonder if a Revell GB SeaMaster would be 

worth more than a US one?  I'd love to build that kit. I assume that way fewer of these American subjects 

would have sold here, but maybe somebody got one of the kits shown in their Christmas stocking way back 

then. 
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ARMOURED FAMO WITH 88MM GUN -1/72TH SCALE  PART 3 
BY CARL THURSTON  

As I finished my last write up of this build I had just fitted the 

etch side rails and the model was starting to look like the 

finished vehicle  

In studying the side view and pictures of the real vehicle I 

came to the conclusion that the gun had to be lower to look 

more realistic. I did this by cutting a round hole in the 

platform & dropping the gun down through that & on top of 

the plate underneath. The picture on the right shows the end 

result. I am satisfied that it does look more realistic. 

 

  
The 4 stabilizers. There are 2 per side & they are lowered 

when the gun is to be fired. 

This shows how they are mounted on the model. This one is 

just laid in place to show it. There is a tiny u shaped E/B 

bracket at each end of the rod holding it all in place. 

  

This shows the length of the model, & how small some of the 

detail really is 

BTW notice how high the platform/drivers compartment are 

with the added underpinning. No wonder they need a ladder 

to get into the vehicle. And with the recoil of the 88 those 

stabilizers must have kept it from going upside down. The 

total weight of everything plus gun crew must have been 

enormous. 

 

These are the 2 doors on the armoured cab glued in place. 

One has the upper angle too shallow & the other has it too 

much sharper. I will straighten that all out later. 
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This shows the individual tracks & pads that make up the running tracks. There are 4 sprues of them to make up 47 to 50 links 

per side. Each sprue has the links on one side & the pads on the other half. The second picture shows 2 of the track assembly 

guides from 2 kits that I glued together with 20 links on them. Despite the links being so small they were easy to assemble once 

I got the hang of how to do it. 

 

Next up is figuring out how to add the even smaller pads on 

the links. This the main picture  I use for reference. I took it off 

from my monitor, & MiltaryModels.co.nz 

  
Above- The model with the front end detail, the radiator armour, bumper, & headlights, & all 4 stabilizers in place 

 

This picture shows the track assembly guide as I altered 2 of them. I cut 

the ends of 2 of them & glued them together so I can make up longer 

sections of track & ease the tedium of having to start over so often. The 

guide is made of the same tan plastic as the model so I have to remove 

the assembled tracks before I can glue them together. From the left 

below; the individual pad that is glued over the joints in the links. I 

haven’t figured out how to do that yet. Next is an individual link. Both 

the pads & the links are a softish rubbery plastic. There are from 47 to 

50 of both on each side. The first batch that I glued together I formed 

around a drive sprocket before the glue hardened off, & that is what you 

see here. A link is 5/32 nds top to bottom by 9/32 nds wide. The links set 

down over the raised part on the guide. There are little nibs inside the 

opening on the link that fit into recessed areas on the top part. You can 

see how small the pads are compared to the links. 
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The sprues of wheels for the FAMO 

 
 

The first coat of Panzer Grey, I painted the interior of drivers 

compartment & inside of motor armour a cream colour. I let 

this all dry for 2-3 days & then paint details & do touch ups. I 

used Floquil’s Reefer Grey for the Panzer Grey because it dries 

nice & flat. 

 

 

I started assembling the tracks. The second curved section 

was fitted to the idler wheel, & the small section will make up 

the bottom section, & then I will do the top centre part. 
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With the gun painted the model is complete.   

I have been looking at the various ways someone might make the FAMO/88 conversion for less expense & 

work than I have done mine for. 

#1 Buy the Revell FAMO & the CMK conversion that is made to go with the Revell kit. This eliminates the 

scratchbuilding completely. The 88 gun is in resin, but not as detailed as far as I can tell. 

#2 Buy both the Revell FAMO & 88 gun kits & scratchbuild the rest. Or getting in touch with the CMK company 

& trying to buy just the etch-brass from the conversion separately. 

Number 1 is less expensive & has the benefit of the least amount of work to be done. But has the least detail 

overall. 

Number 2 is the least expensive, but is the most work intensive of the 3 possibilities. 

Of course there is also 1/35th scale; Tamiya FAMO, DML 88 gun, Tiger Models conversion. Total cost around 

$350.00 & months of work with loads of small parts. 

Choises, choises, CHOISES 
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BUILDING THE BOUNTY 
BY STEVE LIDSTONE  

 

 “Building the Bounty” was the name of the 

fortnightly magazine that delivered the parts and 

instructions for building a wooden model of HMS 

Bounty, she of mutiny fame.  There have been 

many such magazine kits before and since, always 

advertised on TV with a lot of hype, but I've never 

met anyone else who's taken out a subscription, 

let alone completed one, so I feel pretty unusual.  

Anyway, it seemed like a good idea at the time, so 

I thought I'd have a go. 

Oh, and I must apologise in advance, there's not a 

lot of plastic in this model, so if you're a plastic 

modelling purist, now's the time to skip to the 

next article. 

 The magazine ran for about two years, and over 

that time the cost of the kit built up to over £600, I 

can't imagine myself going into a model shop and 

spending that much on a single model.  Probably a 

good thing I didn't work it out until much later.  In 

my case the actual building process covered 14 

years, although, to be fair, for most of that time it 

was gathering dust on a shelf in my office during a 

time when personal circumstances made it difficult to pursue the project.  

It all started out easily enough, the plywood components arrived in neat A4 sized pre-stamped sheets and just 

needed breaking out and assembling.  Oh, and sanding to fit before shoe-horning together.  The keel, frames, 

decks and internal 

partitions were 

supplied this way, and 

to break the 

monotony the 

publishers would 

throw in the 

occasional cannon or 

other shipboard 

accessory.  Then once 

you were sucked in, 

and committed to a 

magazine subscription, 

the difficult stuff 

started to appear, but 

more of that later. 

 

 

HMS Bounty 

 

Frames and lower decks in place, with some of the internal cabins etc. The open 

boat is almost complete here, and the plastic cabin doors can be seen, although not 

very clearly. 
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The construction of the model 

seemed to be pretty close to 

the way 18th century ships 

were put together, first the 

keel was laid, with the stem 

and the stern post, then frames 

were fitted to define the shape 

of the hull, with beams across 

them to support the decks.  The 

decks, internal bulkheads,  and 

partitions were made of thin 

plywood most of which had to 

be covered with a thin veneer 

of the correct type of wood, 

some of it came pre-scored into 

planks, some of it required 

pencil lines to simulate 

planking.  Antique pine varnish (not supplied with the kit) was used on the visible plywood sections (principally 

the frames) which were not veneered, making them look vaguely like 18th century timber, to the cursory 

glance at least. 

At this point in the process the instructions were clear and well illustrated, if a little disjointed.  The process 

leapt about from one part of the vessel to another as the supply of parts was scheduled according to what it 

was practical to put in each issue of the magazine, rather than the most efficient order of assembly.  The 

amount of material in each 

issue was no guide to the 

time required to build it in, 

for instance in the early 

stages several sheets of pre-

cut plywood might require 

no more than an hour to 

assemble, while much later 

on a single reel of thread 

could represent weeks of 

painstaking effort. 

With the keel, frames and 

decks in place it was time to 

apply the hull planking, real miniature planks were provided which had to be steamed and bent into shape 

around the frames to form the curves of the hull.  Each plank was fastened in place with tiny brass tacks (yes, I 

did have to get down to them) as well as being glued.  When this was complete the outer surface was covered 

in teak veneer planks which had to be similarly bent but were thin enough not to need steaming.  A large 

section of the starboard side was left unplanked to allow the detailed interior to be seen. 

In parallel with this the small open boat in which Captain Bligh and his few loyal crewmen were cast adrift was 

also constructed using the same techniques.  The boat would eventually be lashed down on the Bounty's deck. 

 

The Dremel was an invaluable tool for making the poorly pre-cut pieces fit 

 

The varnish tin doubling as a means of holding the weather deck in place while 

the glue dries 



 

 

22 

 A small historical aside 

here.  “Captain” Bligh was 

actually a 35 year old 

lieutenant when he was 

given command of HMS 

Bounty, not the grizzled old 

captain usually portrayed in 

the movies.  Bounty was not 

a warship, but a small 

merchantman adapted for 

the task of carrying 

breadfruit plants from the 

South Pacific to the 

Caribbean. Bligh was chosen 

for his skill in navigation, 

which was little short of 

genius, unfortunately his 

abysmal man management 

skills provoked the famous 

mutiny, so the breadfruit 

never reached its destination.  Bounty was the best known of the three mutinies Bligh suffered during his 

career, the last one involving dockyard staff ashore after the Admiralty had given up putting him charge of 

ships. 

 But back to the model, with the hull 

complete it was time to start 

installing the deck fittings and step 

the masts.  The shrouds and ratlines 

were the first really fiddly bit, having 

to be individually knotted, this took 

a very long time, and it was at this 

point that progress stalled, as 

mentioned earlier, more due to 

personal circumstances than 

anything to do with the model, and 

in this state she sat on a shelf in my 

office with only rare moments of 

attention. 

At this point a near disaster struck 

when I accidentally threw out a 

packet of miniature ring bolts with 

the rubbish (at least I assume that's 

where it went).  These ring bolts 

were essential components of the 

rigging and I have to thank my daughter for finding a suitable alternative in the bead craft section at 

Hobbycraft.  In terms of man-hours the rigging took longer than the rest of the ship put together, not only was 

the work slow and fiddly, but the standard of the instructions deteriorated sharply which resulting in a lot of 

re-reading and head scratching.  A typical explanation might be “Tie the thread to one of the blocks on the 

main topgallant yard and route it down to the deck as shown in the photograph”,  which would have been fine 

if only the photograph had been taken from such an angle that it was possible to see which of the topgallant 

blocks was to be used and where the thread was fastened when it reached the deck. 

 

Interior shot of the finished model, the hull planks can be seen on the far side 

 

This one was taken just after intensive construction resumed, the 

masts are still bare but the assembled yards can be seen stacked on 

the deck 



 

 

23 

Studying the photographs in the instructions I counted at least three different models, presumably the 

prototypes, which had been used for the illustrations, and there were significant differences between them.  I 

strongly suspect also that there were at least three different authors working on it, and at least one of them 

was getting bored and fed up towards the end. 

Using the instructions, some Google 

image searches for pictures of real 

sailing ship rigging, and a modicum 

of guesswork, I was able to get most 

of the sheets, halyards, and other 

incomprehensibly named pieces of 

cordage into something that looked 

reasonably shipshape.  Which brings 

me to the belaying pins.  Now a 

belaying pin is a really clever and 

efficient way of fastening ropes in a 

ship's running rigging, providing you 

are a sailor standing on the deck of 

the ship in question.  If, on the other 

hand, you are a giant with huge 

fingers sitting outside the vessel 

they are a complete nightmare.  

Attaching the ropes under these 

circumstances required a steady hand, a lot of patience and a large anglo-saxon vocabulary. 

 On the whole the finish of the 

detailed fittings and accessories was 

pretty good, but there were two 

notable exceptions, the crew and 

the breadfruit plants. 

A set of benches were provided with 

holes in them to take the terracotta 

pots in which the breadfruit plants 

were carried, in the model the 

benches were plywood, the pots 

were of terracotta coloured plastic 

and the breadfruit was represented 

by ingeniously rolled and cut green 

paper.  The result looked just like, er, 

well, a piece of chopped up green 

paper stuffed into a plastic pot. 

The crew, on the other hand, were 

beautifully cast metal figures that 

could be painted to look very real.  

The only problem was the scale, the ship was modelled at about 1:46, while the crew figures were closer to 

1:76, they just looked silly.  I toyed with the idea of painting them orange, but my research turned up no 

historical evidence for Bounty being crewed by Oompah Loopahs, so I thought better of it. 

In the end I left the crew and the breadfruit out, the model looks better without them. 

 

Two photos from the instructions.  On the left is the one showing how 

the steering wheel is fitted, the right hand one, from a much later 

issue, shows how the tiller ropes are attached.  Note how the wheel 

has moved to the other end of the windlass 

 

The belaying pins in the foreground were relatively easy to attach to 

because the underside could be reached under the rail, but the set on 

the left of the picture, and inboard by the mast were a whole different 

bag of worms. 
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Am I glad I finished it ?  Yes. Would I do it again ?  Well, in a few years time when my nightmares no longer 

involve long tweezers and tiny belaying pins, maybe.  For the time being I think I'll stick to plastic models of 

things with engines. 

  

 

The completed model 
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MEREKAT SCOUT VEHICLE PART 3  
BY RUSSELL EDEN  

THE BASE 

I like to keep my model safely stored in cases, it also cuts down on dusting… I use a beanie case from Just-

Bases for most of my smaller scale models and this project was no exception. After a rummage in my vast 

spares box I came across and old resin fortification. The grey matter fired up and a scene was born – the 

Merekat is a recon buggy and it has come across a long abandoned fortification.  After another rummage I 

came up with an old Forge World sensor array that fitted perfectly where the turret was meant to go in the 

fortification. 

I cut some heavy duty foam a glued everything to the base –  

 

I then gave it a coat of filler mixed with fine sand for texture –  

 

I then added some more filler, as thin coats dry quicker and don’t crack –  
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Once dry I gave the base a coat of primer, followed by a coat of Humbrol Sand with a light overspray of Tamiya 

Light sand and Humbrol dark brown for a bit of randomness. I drydrushed it with GW Bleached bone and 

Humbrol white. 

I gave it a light coat of a strange sand weathering wash from…. To give it some depth 

 

Whilst waiting for various stages of the base  to dry I got on with the figure – I had a change of heart on this 

one, mainly as the Eisenkern troopers wouldn’t fit 2 abreast in the 

Merekat – not with those shoulders pads! 

I got a rather nice sci-fi trooper from Hasslefree miniatures –  

I sprayed him Tamiya Light sand, gave the ribbed sections a dark 

wash and hand painted the edges of the armour bleached bone.  
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Using various different browns he was finished like this –  

 

I look forward to rest of the range later in the year. 

That’s it for this month. I will hopefully finish it next month, 

providing I don’t get too distracted… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HMS EMPEROR OF INDIA 1921  
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

I built “Emperor of India” from an old part- built Airfix “Iron Duke” kit which my father picked up in a charity 

shop about 15 years ago. The best thing about this particular kit was that it was in an early pattern box, the 

part – built model inside was, as is normal in these cases, in a poor state but restorable with some effort. 

Having learnt a lot from my re-construction of “HMS Marlborough 1914” 18 months ago, I knew what pitfalls 

could be avoided when building 

this particular model and also 

what the fundamental strengths 

and weaknesses of the Airfix 

“Iron Duke” kit were.  

There is less conversion work to 

do to produce an accurate 

model of “ HMS Emperor of 

India 1921” than “HMS 

Marlborough 1914” The bridge 

structure and searchlight 

platforms are different, flying 

off platforms need to be added 

to B and Q 13.5 inch turrets, 

there is no stern walk, no after 

6inch battery and the control 

stations are all enlarged. All of 

these modifications, in reality, 

were as a result of hard lessons 

learned at the battle of Jutland 

in 1916 and from operating the ships out of Scapa Flow, not the world’s most hospitable anchorage, for four 

years throughout the war. 

 

Forward view showing the flying off platform on B turret enlarged bridge 

and foretop. 
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As the Airfix “Iron Duke” kit is a 

hybrid in terms of dates anyway 

the majority of the work 

involved making small additions 

and detail refinements, such as 

lowering the bridge height by 

2mm, rather than drastic 

surgery. I chose to build 

“Emperor of India” as she is a 

quite different looking ship, 

compared to her sisters, having 

no stern walk and when, one 

day, I build “Iron Duke1916” I 

wanted to have three models 

ships which all look different in 

my collection. This is quite 

difficult as with this class of 

battleship all four ships were 

very similar and were not 

extensively modified like the 

“Queen Elizabeth’s”   I hope 

that the photos show the 

modifications necessary to 

make this model. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BUILDING THE KENT BY NIGEL ROBINS  

Sometimes there are models that you just want to build no matter what and one of these is of HMS Kent, the 

British County Class Cruiser. My options were; to buy White Ensign’s lovely kit of HMS Sussex and convert from 

that, though bearing in mind that this kit retails at around £60.00 and made of resin, I was not keen to try, or 

alternatively do something with the Airfix kit of HMS Suffolk in1/600. 

Well, I just happened to have an Airfix Suffolk built up in my box of wrecks total value; one whole English 

pound, so I had a starting point for this conversion. You may ask, why start with a wreck? Well my answer is 

 

After view showing partially dissembled flying-off platform on Q turret, 

deleted after 6inch battery and enlarged after control stations. 

 

Mid- ships view, note the enlarged searchlight position surrounding the 

after funnel. The Royal Navy improved its night-fighting training after 

Jutland and modified ships accordingly. 
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simple; most of the kits going in the bin anyhow and I resent spending hard earned money on a new kit and 

throwing away a large part of it. 

Airfix’s model of HMS Suffolk dates from the mid sixties and is a basic model, though everything is the right 

places, depicting the ship around 1941 if it is built straight from the box. I always enjoyed building this kit as a 

youngster and have a reasonably well built model of this ship in my collection dating from around 1987 which I 

built when I was off work for six weeks with jaundice!!  

Looking at the built up wreck there is a lot wrong with it; 

the cranes and masts have gone, the build quality is 

woeful, with glue marks down the starboard side and the 

whole thing is coming apart and covered with dust. This 

is going to be a long job and I am not going to spend any 

money on it so no etched brass!! That said, I think, I can 

still make a nice model that will fit in with the other ships 

in my collection and not look too out of place. I will 

document the build over the next few issues and 

hopefully you can all see progress and hopefully get 

some ideas on how to restore an old model and also be 

inspired hopefully to try some basic conversion work 

yourselves particularly if it involves upgrading an old kit. 

Built by a junior modeller (Not me, honest) this build 

exudes quality!! 

 

Covered in glue and with many parts missing or broken, Airfix s dated kit of HMS Suffolk represents a 

challenge, most of this kit is going in the bin in order to convert this wreck into a model of HMS Kent.  

 



 

 

30 

The Scan (above) is the inspiration for this build, actual photos of HMS Kent 1942 
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CLUB DIARY 2014 

April 16
th

 Club Night – Andy Argent   

May 7
th

 

May 21
st

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night: Airfix Competition 

May 11
th 

May 31
st

 

Hendon Show 

IPMS Salisbury Show 

June 4
th

 

June 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

June 7
th

  East Tytherley Country Fayre. 

July 2
nd

 

July 16
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night: US Competition 

  

August 6
th

 

August 20
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

September 3
rd

 

September 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

September 14
th

  

September 20
th

 

Build a Model in a Day 

IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 1
st

 

October 15
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

October 11
th

 

October 25
th

 

Bovington Show 

Yeovilton Autumn Show 

November 5
th

 

November 19
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Annual Competition 

November 8
th

 / 9
th

 

November 30
th

  

Scale ModelWorld 2014 

Middle Wallop Show 

December 3
rd

 

December 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday April 16
th

   (8pm to 10pm) 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Will Booth  

Steve Lidstone 

Russell Eden 

Nigel Robins 

Carl Thurston 

Paul Adams 

Nick Burden 
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