


 

APRIL 2015 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the April issue of The Romsey Modeller. 

I knew it couldn’t last. My free time has gone due to the new job; modelling on the back burner and house 

chores taking precedent with spare time.  I thought I might be frustrated with the situation by now, working 

longer hours, non- stop tiredness and a lack of a clear head to get stuck into some serious modelling. However, 

I am remarkably chilled about it – accepting of my fate maybe. I managed a little two weeks ago;  one half of a 

masking job done on the McLaren to spray a window frame...about 30 minutes on it so far in the last three 

weeks…still another 20 minutes work before I can spray the second of six areas to do… 

Writing this piece has in fact been the first opportunity I’ve had since the last club meeting to even think about 

modelling or the club at all!! The last meeting  the ‘Extra’ April night, was, despite not being able to bring 

anything new for others to see – in fact a most enjoyable night and I left on a high after talking to several of 

you about the hobby. Many of you turned up including a few of our Dorset members, Andy Argent included , 

with everyone chatting away about new projects, new kits, old kits, purchases, problems and resolutions. 

There was some superb work on show from the club members – and even some excellent work was on show 

via modern technology – the camera phone and tablet. Talking of which – is it just me whose turning more and 

more to Facebook for their online modelling fix? It seems that most of the world’s top modellers use social 

media to show off their latest work these days,  more so than the now ‘old fashioned’ forums…..let me know if 

you’re taking to modern era of model making communication. 

Last month we held the AGM which I hope you all garnered some understanding of where we are taking the 

club and the projects and outings we have in mind. We’ll roll these ideas out over the rest of the year.  

Finally at the end of this little rant, thank you for accepting me for a second term as Club President. It’s an 

enjoyable position to fulfil, I can assure you all. 

See you all Wednesday night. 

Paul 

Club President 

 

 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater 

for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we 

often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also 

attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just 

come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see the last page for 

details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

ST GEORGES COMPETITION 

The first competition night for 2015 kicks off Wednesday night with the biennial St Georges competition – a 

contest for any model you’ve built with a connection with England, however dubious it maybe!! 

The winner gets to keep the trophy for two years, so double the bragging rights! In case you’ve forgot, in 2013 

the winner was our competition Secretary, Sean, with his excellent Hawker Sea Fury, which fended off a 

wealth of armour entries including a second place Malcolm with ‘Italian Job’ and Alan Brook with his Churchill 

diorama ‘Merci’. 

What will this year bring? It’ll be fun finding out. 

SHROPSHIRE SCALE MODEL SHOW – APRIL 12TH   

On Sunday April 12
th

, Russell, Richard and Tony represented the club at the Shropshire Model Show at Cosford 

RAF museum. We great day and Russell came away after winning two silvers in the competition. A full report 

and photos will appear in next month’s Romsey Modeller. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

At our late March meeting we held our AGM as required by are membership of the IPMS.  

A brief summary of which is below; 
 
Agenda  

 Election of club officials  

A nominated officials were confirmed again in their posts, the committee would welcome further members 
to help out in the running of the club – let us know if your intrested. 

 Statement of Accounts  

We have approx. £300 once allowance for hall rent is taken into account, the finances took a hit last year 
due to subsidising the polo shirts and show stand improvements. We should be able to build up a surplus  
this year. £80 back from Typhoon sale 

 IPMS return  

Submitted including Telford booking, please inform Tony of changes to personal details , email etc 

 Club Activities 2015 

 Shows  

Confirmed list that appears in diary, including the Avon show, Titchfield brickworks asked if we are 
interested in displaying but not a good match, individual members are free to display. 

 Telford 2015  

Paul, Tony and Sean confirmed, possibly Russell , let us know if you want to come to the full weekend. 
Requested table close to Southampton again. Other members coming for a day trip. We will consider 
the layout later 

 Competitions  

As per diary 

 Club night activities  

Club build ongoing , hope to complete by Telford. Let us know what demos you would like to see ( or 
provide) 

 Other outings  
We will arrange a trip to the Imperial War Museum (London), we need to research transport. We will 
go to the Bournemouth Air festival (and let Paul know this time) . May do Tank fest 

 AOB 
Reminded members of the club’s trade account , there are particularly good deals on Airfix 1/24 at the 
moment – see Sean for details 

 

ST GEORGE’S COMPETIT ION 

April’s meeting sees our bi annual St George competition, so if you haven’t got a qualifying model yet you had 
better get your skates on. To be eligible you just have to build a convincing argument that your model ( of any 
genre)  has some link to the theme – i.e. England ( also includes British , Scottish , Welsh and Irish subjects) .  
 

OUR DVD REFERENCE LIBRARY 
BY RICHARD STEWART  

Well believe it or not our club reference DVD library has now been running for 2 years! As take up after an 

initial ‘flurry’ was good it has tapered off to nil, not helped by the fact that yours truly keeps forgetting to bring 

them in! 

For those of you that attended the last meeting I mentioned that I was thinking of breaking up the collection 

and handing back the DVD’s to their respective owners, or if they did not want them back to sell them with 

funds going to the club. 
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On further reflection and looking at the vast array of reference material we have. I think it a good idea not to 

disband the library but to let you all know what is included in it. 

So please find a full DVD listing of what we have so you can peruse at your leisure. This time I will make sure to 

bring the ‘library’ in on a regular basis. 

number Name  Author 

1 FAO Volume 1 (The Pigments) MIG Jimenez 

2 FAO Volume 2 (Modulation style) Adam Wilder 

3 Home Decal Making Brian Boot 

4 Fine scale Modeller (25 Year Collection 2 DVD set) Fine-scale Modeler 

5 German Military Vehicles (Including armoured & Half cars)  The war Archive 

6 The Hawker Hurricane Delta 

7 B24 Liberator Aviation at war 

8 Kamikaze (In Colour) Imc Vision  

9 The Short Sunderland Delta 

10 The Fall Of Port Stanley The War File 

11 The Supermarine Spitfire Delta 

12 The Vickers Wellington Delta 

13 The German Panzer 1914-1945 Delta 

14  The Blenheim Story Vol 2. (Vol 1 is no 24) IVL 

15  The Dakota Demand DVD 

16 F15 Eagle ArtsMagic Ltd 

17 Desert Victory Signature 

18 IWO JIMA (The Boys of H Company) History Channel 

19 Avro Lancaster & B17 Flying Fortress Battle Stations 

20 Campaigns in the Pacific (2 DVD set) Timeless 

21 The Hawker Siddeley Nimrod Delta 

22 Memphis Belle (cinema film) WB 

23 The Battle Of Britain (Documentary) HTI 

24 The Blenheim Story vol 1 (Vol 2 is no 14) IVL 

25 The Fighting Lady (US carriers in Action) Good Times 

26 P38 Lighting & F4U Corsair  History Channel 

27 WW 2 The Battle of Britain Music Bank 

28 The Battle of Britain (3 DVD Box Set) Go Entertainment 

29 Meeting 100 Centenaire De L’aeronautique Navale 

30 The Spitfire Deconstruction an Icon Haynes 

31 The Stuka Dive Bomber Archive 

32 The Tunisian Campaign Archive 

33 RAF Wartime combat operations Archive 

34 Concord The Farewell DD Video 

35 Inside the Rolls-Royce Merlin Aero engines Carlisle 

36 Various Armour reference books (excellent reference Various 
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resources) Pen stick 

37 Soviet Air Power The Combat Collection 

38 Stealth The Combat Collection 

39 Air assault The Combat Collection 

40 Harrier The Combat Collection 

41 Air Combat Today The Combat Collection 

42 Air Battles of WW2  

43 JarHead/Tears of the Sun/Black hawk Down  

44 Battle Of Britain (1960 Film)  

45 A Bridge Too Far/The Longest Day/Patton  

46 The Hurt Locker  

47 Flags of our fathers/Letters from Iwo Jima  

48 Ultimate Soldier  

49 Band Of Brothers  

50 A380 Airbus Discovery 

51 Nimitz Carrier reference WEM 

52 Basic Airbrushing Flory Models 

53 The RAF in the 1980’s Strike Force Entertainment 

54 The RAF in the 1990’s Strike Force Entertainment 

55 The RAF in the early 1970’s Strike Force Entertainment 

56  The RAF in the late 1970’s Strike Force Entertainment 

57 The RAF in the 1960’s Strike Force Entertainment 

58 Spitfire (Defender of the Skies) On loan from Jim Bettley 

59 Harder & Steenbeck airbrush workshop Harder & Steenbeck 

60 The Great War (1914-1918) Future Media Productions 

61 History of the RAF (Early Year & Modern Times) Eagle Rock Entertainment 

62 Tank Battles of WW2 G2 entertainment 

63 World War 2 (1938-1945) Future Media Productions 
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AIRFIX 1/48 SPITFIRE VC  
BY TONY ADAMS 

 

As many of you know, since I have been living at 

my current address I have been modelling in my 

bathroom. I got away with this due to the it 

being in a poor state of repair and it proved to 

be an ideal location for my hobby with a decent 

sized bench ( over the bath ) , running water 

and other useful faculties! 

I always knew I was on borrowed time but I 

always managed to find an excuse why I could 

renovate the room. In January it was decided that I would make a start on the renovation so I for my Xmas 

project I decided to do a reasonably quick build as my swan song for my much loved sanctuary. This model was 

the prime candidate. 

On opening the box I could see that the model was typical of Airfix’s recent releases , with crisply moulded 

grey plastic sprues , a very clear transparency sprue and nicely laid out instructions. Two schemes were 

provided a UK Green / Brown aircraft and a unusual Grey / Brown machine that bas based in Malta. I fancied 

doing a desert scheme and so purchased a Xtradecal set (X48-132) which had a Italian based Spit Vc in Nov 

1943 with the desired scheme. 

 

 Searching the internet I found this photo 
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THE BUILD 

So I had my subject it was time to get on with the build which started as normal with the cockpit…. 

  

Cockpit parts are nicely detailed  , I particularly liked the 

instrument decal which settled nicely into the raised console 

Tape seatbelts were added which gave a busy look to the seat 

 

  

The cockpit parts are fitted into a tub , this was given a dark 

wash to bring out the detail 

The biggest issue with the kit was the fit of the front cockpit 

insert , this needed lots of fettling to get it to fit 

  

Lots of pressure was required to ensure the insert wasn’t proud 

after gluing 

The wings and tail plane were assembled and once the joints 

were cleaned up a coat of Tamiya Fine Grey Primer was applied 
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I wanted to try a new paint chipping technique, first of all 

areas where wear occurred were sprayed aluminium  

Marmite (after a couple of rounds of toast) was applied to 

areas that I wanted to be “chipped” 

  

The Marmite was then sprayed with with cockpit green which I 

hoped would show through around the chipping 

The model was then pre shaded with black 

 

  

I scanned the painting instructions and scaled them to the 

model to create a paint mask for the camoflarge , this was 

fixed to the model using blu tac 

Mr Color Mid Stone was then sprayed, when dry the reverse 

part of the mask was applied and dark earth applied 
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The centres of the panels were sprayed with the base color 

lightened with white 

When the paint was dry, water was applied with a stiff brush 

which dissolved the marmite and removed the paint to create 

the chipping effect 

  

I was pleased with the chipping but disappointed that none of 

the green showed through 

The model was given a coat of Klear before the decals were 

applied 

  

Flory dark wash was sprayed over the model and when dry 

wiped off allowing the panel lines to be filled 

Almost done , another coat of Klear sealed the panel wash, just 

needs a bit more weathering 
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I wanted the airframe to appear really dirty, so I applied a pin 

wash. Red, White, Brown and Yellow spots of oil paint was 

dabbed onto the model 

A paint brush dipped in plenty of turps was then used to spread 

and blend the oil paint 

  

This was repeated all over the model 

 

Streaks and oil leaks were added using Tamiya Smoke and oils. 

I also added exhaust staining 

Once dry I sealed the weathering with a coat or Winsor and Newton Matt varnish , before removing the 

transparency masks ( bare metal foil ) and adding the radio mast etc. I opted for a single bomb mounted on the 

centre line as opposed to two under wing bombs that came with the kit, this is historically accurate for this 

particular aircraft. 

In summary, I enjoyed the build and despite some fit issues , the model went together pretty well. I had fun 

playing with the weathering , which will no doubt crop up in future builds.  The build actually lasted 4 months 

as it wasn’t quite finished when I started work on my workshop/ bathroom and I have only just sorted out a 

new location to do my fettling which allowed me to complete the project. 

Now I’ve got to decide on my next build – maybe it’s time to start my Typhoon. 
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THE COMPLETED MODEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

13 

ROMSEY MODELLERS FIRST SIG?   

BY GRAY SHARPLING  

The Romsey Modellers are proud to announce our first 

Special Interest Group <<cough>>. 

Drum-roll please:  The Star Wars SIG. 

 

Okay, maybe I’m being a bit premature?  Right now, it 

consists of two members, if I may use the term 

loosely, and it’s very unofficial indeed.  But both Paul 

and I are much encouraged by the recent Star Wars 

kits coming from Bandai, since they stole(?) the licence 

from Fine Molds late last year. 

BANDAI WORK FAST 

In less than six months, Bandai have released, or announced, a total of eleven kits to-date.  That’s nearly as 

many as Fine Molds released in more than a decade!  So in that respect, the transfer of the Star wars licence 

appears to be a very good move indeed.  Good as the kits from Fine Molds were (and there is no denying that 

their quality in all respects - accuracy, detail, engineering, and fit - was superb), the quality of the kits in this 

first wave from Bandai are arguably up there with Fine Molds in almost all respects. 

To my personal joy, the kits that Bandai have announced or released to-date are all from the original trilogy 

too, nothing from the prequels yet: 

1/12  C-3PO figure 

1/12  Darth Vader figure 

1/12  R2-D2 and R5-D4 double-pack 

1/12  Imperial Speeder Bike 

1/12  Imperial Stormtrooper figure 

1/48  AT-ST 

1/48  Snowspeeder 

1/48  X-Wing Fighter (“Moving Edition” with lights 

and motorised wings right out-of-the-box!) 

1/72  Darth Vader’s Advanced TIE Fighter 

1/72  TIE Fighter 

1/72  X-Wing Fighter 

 

Plus hints at figure models yet to come for: 

Han Solo 

Chewbacca 

Luke Skywalker 

Yoda 

Boba-Fett 

TIE Fighter Pilot 

Speeder Bike rider (nothing seen yet, but if they’re 

releasing the bike, then the rider shouldn’t be far 

behind, surely?) 
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 WHAT’S NEXT?  

Of course, this still leaves a significant number of potential model kits that Bandai could still release.  Just 

considering vehicles only from the original trilogy as source material, I count the following obvious subjects (in 

roughly the sequence they’re seen in the movies): 

 

Star Wars (“A New Hope”) The Empire Strikes Back Return of the Jedi 
Rebel Blockade Runner (aka: “Tantive IV”) Imperial Probe Droid Imperial Shuttle 
Imperial Star Destroyer Super Star Destroyer Sand Skiff 
Jawa Sandcrawler Millennium Falcon (5-leg version) Jabba’s Sail Barge 
Luke’s T-16 Skyhopper Snowspeeder (already announced) Speeder Bike (already announced) 
Owen Lars’ Landspeeder AT-AT AT-ST (already released) 
Luke’s Landspeeder AT-ST (long-leg version) Ewok Hang-Glider 
Millennium Falcon (3-leg version) Rebel Transport TIE Interceptor 
TIE Fighter (already released) TIE Bomber A-Wing Fighter 
X-Wing Fighter (already released) Slave I B-Wing Fighter 
Y-Wing Fighter Twin-Pod Cloud Car Mon-Calamari Cruiser 
Advanced TIE Fighter (already released) Rebel Medical Frigate Rebel Cruiser 

 

Some of these have never been seen as mainstream kits anywhere, except as rare, expensive, and hard-to-find 

resin garage kits etc. 

  
Luke’s T-16 Skyhopper AT-ST from The Empire Strikes Back with long legs 

 

Going forward, Bandai also have a lot of opportunity to expand this range even more if they have a mind to do 

so.  For starters, there is the prequel trilogy of movies.  Whatever you may think of the movies, from a purely 

modelling perspective there are plenty of potential subjects in these movies, probably more than the original 

trilogy, which could be made into models.  Of course, in these movies there are no actual physical models any 

more, as every vehicle is pure CGI.  But it does mean the vehicles are more plentiful and varied.  And Bandai 

might be allowed to use the original CGI “blueprints” to help them with their kit designs, short-cutting the 

need to take measurements and photographs etc of the original studio filming-models. 

Then there is the most obvious source of new vehicles, the new movies!  Star Wars Episode VII The Force 

Awakens is scheduled to appear this December, and already from the one trailer we’ve seen, there are several 

new potential subjects – the new-style X-Wing Fighter (which is quite different if you look closely), a repaired 

Millennium Falcon (after Lando broke it flying into the Death Star II), and others. 
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Spot the difference… 

Then finally there are subjects from the “Expanded Universe”.  These come from books, computer games, 

comics, and the various cartoon series that have been produced over the years.  Disney has announced that 

none of this material will be considered “canon” as far as the new movies are concerned.  So how much Bandai 

might step into this area remains to be seen.  It probably all depends on the terms of their licence agreement 

with Disney. 

 THINGS TO LOOK FORWARD TO 

What am I particularly looking forward to seeing, or should that be hoping to see, from Bandai in the coming 

months and years?  My personal favourites include, but are not limited to (in alphabetical order to preclude 

any implied favouritism):  AT-AT (in 1/48 scale to go with the Snowspeeder and AT-ST), B-Wing Fighter, 

Imperial Probe Droid, Imperial Shuttle, Luke’s Landspeeder (in 1/12 scale to go with the figures?), Millennium 

Falcon, Slave I, TIE Bomber, TIE Interceptor, and the Y-Wing Fighter. 

Then as my one exception taken from the 

Expanded Universe, I also hope that the YT-

2400 “Outrider” ship might get a look-in if 

we’re lucky.  Although it’s outside of the 

officially recognised universe, I still really like 

it (right). 

I very lightly touched on the quality of the 

new Bandai Star Wars kits a couple of 

months ago in a previous article.  Now that 

we have a slightly bigger sample to compare, 

and I even have a few in my stash already, 

the news looks good.  The 1/72 X-Wing 

seems to actually be the runt of the litter as 

it were?  It has a few minor issues, and as Bandai’s very first new Star Wars release, it is not perfect, but it’s 

probably 90% or more as good as the old Fine Molds offering.  In some areas it might, might actually be slightly 
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more accurate to the on-screen studio models.  Even if some of the seam and panel-lines might not be quite so 

razor-sharp fine. 

However, the two 1/72 TIE Fighter variants now available appear to be as good, or possibly even better, than 

their Fine Molds equivalents!  There is a controversy brewing on the forums though, and it relates to the scale 

of the kits.  The Bandai TIE kits are actually significantly larger than their Fine Molds predecessors, despite 

claiming to be made to the same 1/72 scale.  This is very odd.  The pilot figures are practically identical in 

height, but the ships are noticeably different in size.  Of course, the “real life” size of an actual TIE Fighter is 

also something of a vague fact to start with.  The original studio filming-models weren’t built to a specific fixed 

scale after all.  So unless one wants to display the Fine Molds and Bandai kits next to each other, it’s probably 

not going to be an issue to most modellers, unless they are rivet-counters-extraordinaire. 

 

Bandai to the left, Fine Molds to the right – and they both claim to be 1/72 scale.  Erm…? 

The new 1/48 Bandai AT/ST is certainly in a different league of accuracy and detail compared to the old 

Revell/MPC version.  Fine Molds never did get around to producing anything but spacecraft, so this isn’t a fair 

comparison – apples and oranges.  This is true of all the old Revell/MPC kits, which are well-known to be highly 

inaccurate or have major fit and/or detail issues.  So far, Bandai have them beaten hands-down. 

So far then, I am very encouraged by what Bandai have produced, and am excited by what they might do in the 

future.  If they manage to keep up the current speed of new releases, then at this rate (of two or more new 

kits per month, including figures!), Bandai will be ploughing through the vehicles at a rate of knots!  New Star 

Wars kits and new Star Wars movies.  It’s all very, very exciting.  I’m 13 again, and I’m loving it.  Suddenly the 

Star Wars (modelling) universe is looking bright again. 

And they’re cheap too! 

Now if only I could find the time to actually build one or two… 
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WESTLAND LYSANDER MK.IIIA : MATCHBOX 1:32 SCALE, STRAIGHT FROM THE BOX 
BY NICK BURDEN 

I purchased this model at the Yeovilton Spring 

Model Show 2014, along with a 24
th

 scale Me-

109, at the princely sum of £35 for both. The 

box and poly bags containing the sprues were 

open, but all appeared to be there (fingers 

crossed). The box had suffered water damage, 

and the decals had suffered from damp, but 

other than that all else looked OK. The box art 

picture depicts a Lysander of 357 Squadron in 

Burma, by Roy Huxley. 

This model was produced in 1983, and as those 

of us old enough to remember it is moulded in multi coloured plastic, and has the over scale (trench) panel 

lines, but given its age, it has some fine detail, and no flash to be seen anywhere. 

INSIDE THE BOX 

The large tray and lid style box contains 6 sprues, 1 Clear. 1 Black holding 

the Engine, Undercarriage Etc Parts. 2 Medium Grey with the Wings, Struts 

and Tail Etc. 2 Light Grey with the Fuselage, Wheel Spats, Cockpit and 

Weapons. 

The Instructions are 3 individual A3 size sheets. Sheet 1 shows the paints 

chart (Humbrol Paint Numbers), Sub-Assembly painting guide, and the 3 

Colour Schemes, which are, MK.IIIA RAF.161 (Special Duties) Squadron 

Tempsford late 1942.  MK.III RAF.357 (Special Duties) Squadron ‘C’ (Special) 

Flight with XIV
th

 Army SEAC Burma 1944/45, Mk.I RAF.16 (A/C) Squadron 

Odiham Early 1939.  Sheets 2 & 3 show the 23 Assembly stages. 

The Decal Sheet is rather small given the size of this model, but they are well printed and the definition is good 

for their age, all I can see wrong is the damp damage, and a little yellowing. 

I fancy building a Special Duties variant, but don’t want a boring all black aircraft, also a local based aircraft, 

but the Odiham variant has a hook. Therefore there is only one thing for it, Modellers Licence, Lysander 

Mk.IIIA RAF. 16 (Special Duties) Squadron (Clandestine) Odiham 1941. 

CONSTRUCTION 

The build starts with stages 1 thru 10 the cockpit (pictured right), 

this shows the various coloured plastic, and for some reason 

Matchbox used a clear part for the wing spars, causing a 

potential weak point, but this aside the fit was very good. This 

along with the fuselage interior was painted Tamiya XF-58 Olive 

Green, with the various panels picked out with Tamiya X-18 Semi 

Gloss Black. 

During this process my 

fears about the weak 

wing spar joint was realised as the spar became detached as 

pictured left. 
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The seat was painted Tamiya XF-10, then all was then dry 

brushed Tamiya XF-16 Aluminium, and weathered with 

Graphite. Once all was dry this was trapped between the 

fuselage halves, which were glued together with tube cement, 

held together with elastic bands, then left to dry for a couple of 

days. During this drying time the main wings, tail planes, 

elevators, rudder and ailerons were glued together, also with 

tube cement, and held together with clothes pegs, once 

thoroughly dry the flaps were removed from the main wings 

with a razor saw. The engine was assembled as per stage 11 in the instructions, followed by the propeller as in 

stage 20,apart from the cone. The main undercarriage spats were glued together, without the wheels, these I 

shall install after they are painted. The main undercarriage fairings were also glued together at this time, so as 

to allow them to set ready for attaching to the fuselage. 

I prefer to have the canopies open, so whilst all the pre-assembled parts above were drying, I cut part 104 

down the panel line (pictured left), allowing the hatch panel to be slid 

into the open position. Also at this time all the canopy parts were 

masked off using masking tape. 

 Once all the canopy parts 

were masked up, the 

main wings were 

attached to the fuselage, this was done using liquid cement, due to 

the large open areas allowing the fumes to escape, the clear parts 

did not fog up. Wing, struts and main undercarriage fairing were 

attached all together. One side was done then left to dry 

overnight, next day the other side was attached then left do dry 

overnight also. The canopy parts were assembled around the 

wings, again with liquid cement, then this was left to dry thoroughly for a couple of days. With the wings being 

held into place by clear parts, my concerns for the strength of this wing assembly have increased, add the fact 

that I have opened up the cockpit is probably asking for trouble, only time will tell, (forget the fingers, 

everything’s crossed). 

The engine was painted Tamiya X-10 Gun Metal, the exhaust 

ring was painted Rust Brown, and then the whole thing 

weathered with Graphite. The exhaust was glued together 

then attached to the cowling, when dry it was sprayed Tamiya 

X-33 Bronze. The wheel spats were attached, along with the 

tail planes. Tamiya XF-58 Olive Green was painted over the 

canopy framing, inside the engine cowling and wheel spats. 

Finally the external fuel tank was assembled as per stage 19. 

The main wheels were glued together too at this time. 

 

COLOUR SCHEME & DECALING 

The elevators, ailerons, rudder, wheel hubs and 

propeller cone, was sprayed both sides Tamiya 

XF-54 Dark Sea Grey. The tyres were painted 

Tamiya XF-85 Rubber Black. 

The upper fuselage and wings were sprayed 

Tamiya XF-52 Dark Earth. After a couple of days 
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drying time, Tamiya XF-13 J.A. Green camouflage was sprayed free hand. Finally 

the underside  external fuel tank and ladder was sprayed Tamiya X-18 Satin 

Black. After several days drying time, the areas where decals are to go was 

painted Tamiya X-22 Clear. 

Now we come to the problem of applying 32 year old decals that have suffered 

damp damage. The first one applied (pictured right), I used Microsol, and as you 

can see it caused a milky reaction. $#!* no matter what I did, I could not clear 

the problem. The rest of the decals were applied the old way, (pre-chemicals, more elbow grease). Fortunately 

when the decals had dried out fully overnight, the milky problem cleared. All the control surfaces were 

attached reflecting the control positions in the cockpit, also the external fuel tank and ladder were attached, 

and the model was sprayed Humbrol 135 Satin Varnish. 

Lastly there was 1 piece missing from the kit, part number 76, 1 half of the tail wheel. Fortunately there are 

two tail wheel options. I scanned into the computer from a map book, the area around Odiham, Basingstoke, 

reduced the size then printed it onto photo paper, and glued it onto the chart table in the cockpit. 

  

 

AIRFIX DH4  
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

I think I purchased this kit in about 1987 when I went to an air show at Duxford (The first time I ever went to 

the museum there) and I built the model in, I think, 1999. Unfortunately it was later placed along with many 

other older models on top of our fitted wardrobes in the bedroom where it spent the next ten years getting 

covered in a liberal coating of dust. 

When we dismantled our fitted wardrobes a few 

weeks ago I “found” the model again and whilst in 

need of a complete refurbishment, I felt that I had 

made a pretty good job of it so it was worth 

spending a bit more time on. Sadly all of the 

stretched sprue rigging would have to be re- done, 

it was covered in dust and had a few bits broken 

off. A few other areas needed attention mainly 

because my standards have improved a bit in the 

intervening years, so what was okay in 1999 is not 

anymore in 2015!! 
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The Airfix and the Revell ranges of WW1 aircraft in 1/72 can, generally, be picked up fairly cheaply and easily 

and most can be improved or converted into other variants with a little work. If you are after a state of the art 

model the Roden WW1 1/72 range offers a good selection of kits for a little more money, the challenge is, of 

course, finding them as they are scarcer than the Airfix and Revell offerings, in my experience.  

The Airfix kit dates from 1968 and is, in my 

view, one of their better WW1 aircraft models 

having a lot more detail and being nicer to 

build than some of the earlier aircraft in the 

range. There are a few refinements that I made 

to the original kit, mainly bits and bobs to allow 

for the rigging. I cheated here somewhat and 

used the box illustration as a guide as to where 

all of the wires went, I am happy with the end 

result but a purist may not be!! 

I kept the crew figures supplied because they were quite nice, in fact some of the figures provided in these 

WW1 aircraft kits are amongst the best Airfix ever did and it seemed a shame to consign them to the bin. The 

decals and scheme are as per the kit, when I make another DH4 later this year (Thank you Simon De 

Montfalcon for the kit) it will be an inter war one in a silver finish but that’s another story. 

I used elasticised cord for the rigging, again, I find 

this easier and quicker than the stretched sprue 

method though I have achieved good results with 

stretched sprue and I have also used thin copper 

wire equally successfully. 

All I did was to apply a drop of superglue to one 

strut, attached the cord and when this was dry, after 

a couple of minutes, applied a little tension to the 

cord and secured it to the other strut with another 

drop of superglue. Once this was dry I simply 

trimmed it to length with a scalpel. The beauty of this method is that if you accidentally touch the cord, once 

the aircraft is rigged, it has sufficient spring in it to allow quite lot of movement before breaking which 

stretched sprue won`t let you do. So, if you handle your models a fair bit this method is perhaps the way to go. 

Incidentally, I always completely build, paint and decal any model before rigging it. 

In summary, the model was re-

varnished, a couple of areas of 

defective paintwork re-done and 

a couple of detail improvements 

made before finally rigging and 

finishing the project. All of this 

took about five hours- who said 

bi-planes were a lot of trouble, 

being difficult and time 

consuming to build and fiddly to 

rig!! 
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USS NIMITZ 
BY RICHARD STEWART  

With the deck now painted and the new ‘tooth paste’ pad eyes installed, I was at a juncture of what to do 

next. I opted for the electrification path and so it was to light the hanger. For this I had purchased an under 

kitchen cupboard LED lighting system which would run off the mains via a transformer down to 12 volts. I also 

had to purchase a step down transformer from 12V to 3V to supply the two Tomcats and the bridge lighting. 

Firstly I wanted to ensure that no light would be shining through the pad eyes (via the toothpaste) on the flight 

deck. So I covered the underside of the deck with kitchen foil, then where the light strips were to be mounted I 

covered in insulation tape as I had to remove the LED strips from their protective Perspex covers, so there was 

exposed circuit boards. If I had glued them to the foil it would have meant a little smoke generation! 

  

Lights strips glued and taped to the hanger roof with 

the LEDs masked and awaiting a coat of paint 

A couple of coats of white Halfords white primer 

later…. 

 

Once the hanger roof was painted and the Mr Masking Sol was removed from the individual LED’s, holes were 

drilled in the deck for the two F14 Tomcats so the wiring could link to the transformer. I used two methods, 

the port one will have two prongs that will just plug into the deck as access from underneath will be restricted. 

The other as it will be half way down the catapult will have wires that will extend to under the hull so I can 

wire them up when needed. I think if I installed the aircraft now then they would not last long in their current 

form! 

GLUING THE DECK DOWN! 

Well this was a little milestone and due to the sheer size of this I decided to use Araldite as it is slow setting 

and when dry is very strong. During this operation I left the hanger lights on so if at any time they did fail I was 

not past the point of no return. But as it was all went fairly smoothly. 

To also temporarily raise the model away from the workbench I have used some of the Perspex clear display 

tubing I purchased from Model Zone before it went under, this saves me having to constantly kneel when 

adding detail as my chair does not go that low! 
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Lots of masking tape to ensure the flight deck ‘snugs 

down’ in the right place. Note lights on behind 

masking tape. 

To also ensure that the flight deck stayed flat some 

heavy reading was in order. 

 

 

  

Hanger lights all operational  

 

 

Tomcat half way down the catapult (hope when it 

comes to it the lights in the engines work or it’s a 

glider!!! 

Now it’s time to for me to paint the catapults and add the deck decals ready for sealing/protecting ready to 

turn the ship upside down for work on the catwalks and hull details. 

To be continued……………. 
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1/48 FLAKPANZER III – WIRBELWIND  
BY RUSSELL EDEN 

For those of you who read my build 

of the Panzer IV Schmalturm you 

may remember me lamenting that 

Tamiya make too many 1/48 

Flakpanzers that I had no interest 

in building. As I have used many of 

the kits for my conversions I have 

many Flakpanzer parts leftover. I 

was wondering what to do with 

them when I discovered this on the 

internet – a panzer iii with a 

Wirbelwind turret fitted – cool – it 

looks a lot better than the panzer 

IV version in my opinion. 

 

Inspired and slightly bemused as I had not seen one before I did a bit or research and here is a brief history of 

the Flakpanzer III –  

Apparently due to rivalry between the Stug units and the Panzerwaffe the Stug units were not issued any 

Flakpanzer IV’s so they had to develop their own Flakpanzers. Since the Stug IIIs shared most parts with Panzer 

IIIs, they were given two Wirbelwind and two Ostwind turrets and told to figure out how to fit them to a 

Panzer III tank. Somehow they managed to get the turrets installed even though the panzer III turret ring is 

smaller than the panzer IV one. Crew access would also have been very tight but there is only limited 

information available so not sure how they overcame that. 90 turrets were ordered in March 1945. However 

the order was then cancelled a week later. Possibly the 18 which were already under construction were 

finished despite the cancellation. In March and April 1945, three Stug units, including 667, 341 and 244, listed 

a total of 9 Flakpanzers but it's unknown if these are part of the 18 Flakpanzer IIIs or if the units managed to 

get IVs in some undocumented way. An interesting vehicle whatever the true story is.  

So the Whirbelwind III might have existed, I say might. It didn’t stop me being inspired to build one though. I 

have two Panzer III kits in my stash and a load of extras – I have an ausf L which I was going to back date into a 

J and an ausf N which I was going to turn into an M with a conversion kit. 

As they didn’t make many ausf M’s and I already have an ausf M/N built I decided to turn this into the 

Flakpanzer III. 

PART 1  – THE LOWER HULL  

The main wheels are standard panzer III but the return rollers on the Dragon kit are all steel ones from a late 

Stug III, luckily I had a set in my stash. With these fitted I added the tracks – now, I have a spare set of panzer iv 

tracks left over from the Schmaulturm build and have several pictures showing late panzer III’s fitted with 

panzer IV tracks – perfect – I need a set of panzer III tracks for an early panzer IV ausf D I am going to build so I 

swapped the tracks over – another detail for the rivet counters to spot! To get the sag correct I used my left 

over metal links from the Schmaulturm build. This tank is a definite mongrel. I left off the exhaust as I am going 

to use the high level ausf M conversion parts on this. 
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Metal hull with cut down plastic rear end for new exhaust system. 

 

Wheels on, including the resin return rollers. 

 
Tracks on, including metal section for correct sag. 

Next month – Top hull and turret. 

  



 

 

25 

CLUB DIARY 2015 

2015 

April 15
th

 Club Night St George Competition  April 18
th

 Poole Vikings Show  

May 6
th

 

May 20
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night:  

May 30
th

  IPMS Salisbury Show  

June 3
rd

  

June 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

July 1
st

  

July 15
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night: Tamiya Competition 

  

August 5
th

 

August 19
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

August 9
th

  IPMS Avon Show 

September 2
nd

  

September 16
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night - BoB Competition 

September 13
th

  

September 19
th

 

Build a Model in a Day 

IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 7
th

  

October 21
st

   

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

October 11
th

 

October 24
th

 

Bovington Show (TBC) 

Yeovilton Autumn Show (TBC) 

November 4
th

 

November 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Annual Competition 

November 7
th

 / 8
th

 

November 19
th

  

Scale ModelWorld 2015 

Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 

December 2
nd

  

December 16
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday April 15
th

       (8pm to 10pm) 
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FINDING US 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 

Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 

Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Treasurer  Steve Edwards  

Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Paul Adams 

Nick Burden 

Nigel Robins 

Gray Sharpling 

Russell Eden 

Richard Stewart 

 

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information thus 

expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the club 

as a whole.  

Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2015 
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