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AUGUST / SEPTEMBER 2018
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Welcome to our August/September 2018 issue of the magazine.
There have been some changes since my last column for the magazine. Due to time constraints and
other pressures, a sensible decision has been taken to reduce the magazine to bi-monthly editions.
This will mean that we will only publish twice more this year, in October and December, and then
every two months thereafter. The time it takes to write, edit and publish the magazine amounts to
around 10 hours for Tony alone. Something has to give. It does however mean that we may see less
build articles spread over more than one issue, space as always, permitting. Please keep sending us
your articles and model related prose, they are the life blood of the publication.
Our third model show has been and gone. Tony writes this year about it in depth further on, but I must
say I was relieved after the event as it had been the most worrying beforehand. 5 clubs pulled out, 4
of which were during the few weeks leading up to the show. Worry not however; as some layout
massaging meant that no one noticed our shortfall! Indeed, as we had a better balance of traders and
clubs it actually improved the show, particularly with traders reporting good business. We did of
course suffer the curse of England’s ‘success’ in the World Cup which kept footfall down from 2017 by
nearly 30%. We operated like a well oiled machine this year, with set up running smoothly, breakdown
equally as efficient and the show, well everyone had a task and carried it out very professionally.
Thank you to everyone that helped out from the club, to the traders for supporting us once more and
to all of the visitors we had on the day. Brilliant stuff, well done everybody.
It doesn’t stop there of course. Plans have begun for our leap to a bigger event which should really
put our own show on the map. The 2019 show will be held at Crosfield hall in Romsey town centre. At
least 4 times the space we currently enjoy, and a venue worthy of us. More on that as plans progress.
In other news, after 12 years of tenure I have left Les Garagistes. It would be fair to say there has been
friction in the club between myself and Shane. This has been on the verge of boiling over on occasion
in the last few years, and so following the departure of Duncan from the club, I have joined him, though
it seems that Garagistes assumed I’d be leaving and marked me ‘left’anyway!! Never-mind; onto
bigger and better things.
In other, other news, I am in the process of clearing my modelling room as the room is required for
another use. As I occupy the spare bedroom, and have done so for 14 years, this has come as a bit of
a blow. I live in a small 3 bedroom semi, and space is at a premium. My models, tools and supporting
equipment have been packed away, but I’m struggling still to reduce the amount of ‘rubbish’ (insert
other word there!) I have connected with the hobby. An incredible amount of items that have
accumulated over the last 23 years of modelling are staggering. No wonder there was little room for
actual model making! As a result, I will not have a modelling space for probably 12 months at least.
My stash of 140 kits will not get built anytime soon it seems. The plan is to erect a 10x8 workshop in
the back garden and kit it out properly. I’ll keep you posted on the progress of that.
Enjoy the first of our new series of double issues.

Paul
Club President

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus.
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire,
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about
our hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s
completed projects.
We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn
up – see the last page for details or visit our web site
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CLUB NEWS
BRAISHFIELD RAF 100 1 S T SEPTEMBER 2018
The club has been invited to display a selection of our models at an event to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the RAF. The event to be held at Brashfield Village Hall will feature a number of displays
and participants related to the RAF. We will have around 18ft of table space, to exclusively feature
RAF models. Even if you can’t go, if you can provide any RAF models to display they would be
appreciated. The event starts at 2pm and finishes at 5pm. Further details will be announced on our
Facebook page.

NEXT SHOW: FARNBOROUGH MODELFEST 15 TH SEPTEMBER
Our next show will be our annual vist ito Farnorough on
the 15th September where we will have 12 foot of table
space
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DE HAVILLAND MUSEUM VISIT – SHENLEY, LONDON 23 R D JUNE 2018
PAUL ADAMS

A small group of us made the trip to the de Havilland Museum just north of London in late June as a
way of carrying out further research on the unofficial group Mosquito build. As Tony, Richard, Mark
and Will are constructing Mosquito’s in various scales, it seemed apt to take advantage of a close up
view of 3 versions of the wooden wonder. To whet our appetities on the journey up, Richard
entertained Mark and Will in the back with the movie ‘633 Sqaudron’. Tony and I listened in to the
banter in the back. Never has such a movie been torn to pieces by any film critic, but these three made
Barry Norman look gentile by comparison. . ‘Mosquito Squadron didn’t fair much better! So many
errors to spot and cars from the 60’s!
The museum offers far more than ‘just’ the Mosquito’s – as there are other areas and halls with de
havilland avaition examples throughout the plot. Indeed the civil aircraft are in many ways just as
interesting to see particularly given the history of such aircraft as the Comet.

Our tour began with checking in at the entrance area, which is filled with a number of jet engines and
a handy snack bar, complete with shopping area for memorabilia, model kits and books. In the lobby
are a large collection of old aircraft books for sale. We meandered around for a shortwhile before
setting off for the main attraction. Outside of the main hall is a memorial for all air and ground crew
that worked on the Mosquito complete with donated paddle propeller blade.

Upon entering the side entrance to the main hanger you are treated to a rear ¾ view of the museum’s
fighter bomber verison (TA634), resplendent in its grey/green camouflage. Immediatley thereafter
you are confronted with the brightly painted prototype version, W4050. I had never really paid much

5

attention to this version when I’ve seen models of it, but in the flesh and given it’s history, this is a
must build model for the collection. I was sorely tempted by a rather stirring painting of the aircraft
banking over Salisbury Hall in the museum shop…. The version they have restored the aircraft into was
while it held the world speed record, some 428mph. Tucked into the back of the hall is TA122, a MKVI,
which is undergoing restoration work, so it is only viewable from the front. Around the perimeter of
the hall are countless articles, features, memorablia, models and artifacts. The hall really is too small
to house and display these precious aircraft, so hopefully some more cash will be made available to
construct a larger hanger.

Outside of the main hanger is a french airline Comet fuselage, which is accessible by the public - so a
walk through the passenger accomodation is possible, as well as viewing the cockpit. The version is
the ill-fated square windowed type….seeing how these early airliners were constructed is a bit of an
eye opener to say the least, especially when you can see how thin skinned they were. In an adjacent
hanger are many smaller De Havillands, ie, the Chipmonk, Hornet Moth and Vampire. There’s plenty
see in here too, with an abundance of information on hand. Further along I was fascinated to see the
restoration area for a Rapide, sealed off, but viewable through the many windows surrounding the
project.
An large open area contains several civilian aircraft, most notable for their 70’s and 80’s era upholstery
and carpets - oh my, yellows, browns and oranges, and some blue too….passengers must have left
with a headache at best. Interestingly, these too were all accessible and striking due to their size, tiny
cockpits, narrow walkways and very basic toilet facilities.
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We left around 1.30pm after a good 3 hours at the museum and went off for a quick lunch break and
then a short 10 mile drive to RAF Hendon. I hadn’t been to Hendon since the last model show was
held there, so I was looking forward to seeing the exhibits again.
The old Battle of Britain hall has now been revamped and bristles with a modern musuem feel, with
lots of interactive screens to play with, as well as some new exhibits, most of which are hung from the
roof. The Sunderland still graces the old front entrance though this isn’t accessible anymore. We
quickly went to the Graham White Hall and wasn’t disappointed. Once more, some revamping and
new exhibits make this the best of what the museum has to offer. Surely this must be amongst the
best WW1 aircraft on display anywhere in the world. The ‘new’ hall that used to house the Mosquito
was closed for maintence so it was off to the main hall area which plays host to most of the museums
exhbits includng the bomber hall. A number of the BoB exhibits have now found a home here including
the rare Stuka, Heinkel and Me109E2. Our 4th Mosquito of the day was found in the bomber hall (like
buses these aircraft!!) – another bomber version - identical certainly externally to the DH Museum
verison, and according to the info I found on the net, moved to the bomber hall with the expert help
of the DH restoration staff. One interesting addition was the opportunity to sit in a Spitfire (a MKXVI)
for a mere £10. I’m certainly going to try that next time I visit.
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After a quick two hour walk through we were all ready for home and set off just after 4pm. This was a
day out I was looking forward to very much and it delivered in spades. The DH museum is well worth
a visit, if only to witness 3 mosquitos together and given the short drive to Hendon, both Museums
can be visited and enjoyed in one day. Thank you to Tony for carrying out the driving duties once again,
and to Will, Richard and Mark for their company. Where are we going next??
More information on the DH museum can be found here: https://www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk/
US COMPETITION – MAIN MEETING, JULY 18 TH
Our first contest for 2018 was in the form of the American competition, any thing related to, however
tenuos, to trumpland qualified. An entry of 13 models from 9 modellers fought for the trophy – it was
tight at the top with Dave’s 1/32nd Super Sabre just edging out the dioramas of Andy (Ambush) and
Luke (Big Cat Hunting), with Malcolm’s excellent Amptrack leading the best of the rest. Well done to
all the entrants, and Dave O’Meara for once again forgetting to put the title of his model on the entry
slip….and his name on the back. At least he’s consistent!
The next competition is the Vintage contest held during the main September meeting.

Dave Pogsons winning 1/32 F-100 SuperSabre
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RESULTS FORIPMS ROMSEY ‘AMERICAN’ CCOMPETITION JULY 2018

Entry No

Entrant

Model Title

1st’s

2nd’s

3rd’s

(3 pts)

(2 pts)

(1 pts

Total
points

Placing

I

4

9TH

I

III

5

8TH

1

Tony Adams

B17

I

2

Tony Adams

P51 Mustang

3

Andy James

Ambush

IIII

IIIIIIIII

I

31

2ND

4

David Pogson

Super Sabre

IIIIIIIII

III

III

33

1ST

5

Luke Hayes

Big Cat
Hunting

IIIII

IIII

IIIIIII

30

3RD

6

Sean Summers

F-105

II

II

I

11

5TH

7

Malcolm Grant

Amptrack

IIII

II

IIII

20

COMMENDED

8

Sean Summers

F-18

-

9

Karl Scammell

RSOV

-

10

Malcolm Grant

P47
Thunderbolt

11

Steve Lidstone

USS New
Jersey

I

12

Malcolm Grant

Leaky

I

13

Dave O’Meara

?

III

II

II

8

6TH

3

10TH

5

7TH
-
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IPMS AVON SHOW – 5 TH AUGUST 2018
PAUL ADAMS

One of the largest one day models shows in the UK, the Avon show is regarded by many as a must visit
event, pitched nicely in the calendar in early August, it is very well supported by some of the biggest
model clubs, and large traders. It also boasts a healthy competition, with some models appearing that
are clearly aimed at taking a trophy or two at Telford. The facility at the Thornbury Leisure Centre
now benefits from a new café which was very well run, with fresh hot food, sandwiches, hot and cold
drinks and snacks. Shame this couldn’t be said of the toilet I visited…they seriously need a re-vamp.

With available members in short supply, Tony and I made the trip across the M4 in what we thought
was good time, until we went to leave the M5…a mysterious delay brought traffic to a halt for 20
minutes, and as usual, once you get going again, there’s frustratingly nothing to see!! We made it to
the venue and managed to set up with just 10 minutes to go before the show opened. Conveniently,
we were next to Russell and Lee, with their newly formed Igor’s Crazy Constructs club, which drew
many visitors all day. This meant at least Tony and I could get away from the table when needed. We
set up a display that was largely aircraft based, with a few of my car and bike subjects thrown in for
variety. I also took the 1/32nd Mitchell that, despite many bits falling off on the journey up, garnered
many photos all day. No one seemed to spot the missing wing flap, landing gear door and pitot tube…!
With set up complete Tony went about canvassing traders and clubs for our 2019 show, most of which
appeared to demonstrate some interest in attending, indeed we had a few return slips back that day.
We also had more of the Lin Smith kit collection to dispose of – which got off to a slow start, but
nevertheless, we shifted a good number throughout the day and made yet more money to donate to
Model For Heroes.

Around that tables were hundreds of models spread throughout the 3 halls – notable for the
oppressive heat that only got worse as the day wore on, but relief was at hand if you ventured into
the competition area as the air conditioning made for very pleasant viewing! Traders too were

11

plentiful, some of which did offer many bargains, but as I’ve no model room presently, there seemed
little point in splashing out, even for tools or supplies. Tony bagged a great buy at the end of the day,
an Airfix 1/72nd Vulcan complete with etch and resin sets for just £60…

So, another great show day out – it was good to have a chance to chat with Russell, Lee, Les Cooper
and a few others as they appeared, and to see some breath-taking model making. A big thank you
once again to Tony for the expert driving...
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THE ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW 2018
TONY ADAMS

As the dust settles on our third what will probably be our last
show at Ampfield Village Hall we can reflect on how far we have
come as a club over the period. We have now an established and
popular event which we can build upon in the coming years as me
move to a bigger venue. Not that this year’s show was easily, five
of our exhibitors pulled out in the run up to the show which
required quite a bit of reorganisation to ensure that the space was
filled. We were also hit by a combination of other events
(Romsey’s Beggars Fair, Fairford, a wargaming show at Bovington
and England playing in the World Cup) which affected visitor
numbers. Revenue was down on last year but we still made a
profit which will allow us to make a decent charitable donation.
Next year our show will be on Sunday 14th July so we won’t have
the same level of competition, I am confident this was just a blip.
Despite the drop in numbers the atmosphere in the hall was
brilliant, it is a big feature of our show that it is such a friendly
event (more like a club meeting than a show as one of our visitors
commented), there was plenty of quality modelling on show

Our traders , MAN Models, Salisbury Model Centre, Matador Models , Aerobilla and Colin Lee all
reported good sales and said they would be back again next year. We sold around £300 of Lin Smith’s
models which was a cracking return (25% of which will go to our charities).
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As per last year we asked our guest exhibiters to choose the best model on display and the selection
ended up pretty unanimous with Barry Sharman’s HMCS Agassiz being voted Best in Show (a slightly
more prestigious award than the one he got at Telford!). Paul Adams presented Barry with the Trophy
and a £40 voucher to spend at MAN Models.

Paul Adams presents Barry Sharman with the best in show trophy

Sean did a fine job with the raffle which had a lot of interest (and some intense rivalry at one stage),
thank you to everybody who contributed.

Models for Heroes held a Donate and Create event, it was great to
see kids taking an interest in our hobby , hopefully they are now well
and truly hooked and are now doomed to a life stashing models they
will never build like the rest of us.
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In the kitchen the three Amigos (plus helper) once again churned out Bacon butties and Burgers,
working in intense heat, they seemed to enjoy their task judging by the amount of mirth emulating
from the kitchen hatch.
All too soon the day was over, we packed that hall up in record time and by 5:30 we were in the pub
to reflect on another successful show.

THE ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW 2019
We have now provisionally booked Crosfield hall for
Sunday 14th July 2019 for what will be a considerable
expansion of our show. We need to create a floor
plan but I would expect to be able to accommodate
over 20 clubs and 10 traders.
The expanded show will inevitably require a lot more
organisation, so we will need to call upon the efforts
of more club members. We have already started
publicising the show, and have invited a number of
new clubs while we were at the Avon show.
Early in the autumn we will start planning in earnest,
which will no doubt require a number of visits to
local pubs.
Exciting times…
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KITASTROPHIK KOGITAT IONS
GRAY SHARPLING

Well I did it! The first anniversary of Kitastrophik Kogitations has come and gone, and I haven’t missed
a single issue yet. I am very hopeful that I can keep up the momentum for the next twelve months
too, especially now that: a) I have actually started building the occasional model again, and b) time
pressure has eased with the magazine schedule switching to bi-monthly. My biggest headache doesn’t
seem to be finding subject matter to talk about, but thinking up alliterative sub-titles.
After starting this model, it quickly became clear that I wouldn’t complete it in time for the July
“American” competition. Although, after seeing the quality of what was on the competition table in
July, I can tell that this ill-fitting glue-bomb disaster would not have stood a chance. So it was perhaps
better for my ever-fragile ego that it wasn’t finished in time? In the end, I only just barely finished in
time for this article to make it into the August issue of the club magazine.
ANNIVERSARY AMBITIOUSNESS

Hasegawa 1/48th Sikorsky SH-3D Sea King
So did you guess which kit I
would go for? I wasn’t sure
myself until mid-May. There
was a particular new mould kit
that was a strong contender in
my mind for a long time, but
which actually couldn’t have
been entered in either of the
mid-year competitions as it
was: a) not American, and b)
too new. Plus it would have
meant me having to go and buy
it. It isn’t a cheap kit, and it’s
not (yet?) available from Ayrey
- they don’t even list it, let alone
have any in-stock. In the end
though, my wallet won that battle, and I elected to reduce the stash by one more kit. I just hoped I
wasn’t being too ambitious too early in my “recovery” process.
I already had the “Big Ed” photoetch and masks set for this kit in the stash, but I did splash out on
some new paints. Until now, apart
from some small trials with various
metallics, all of my paints have
been good old Tamiya acrylics. For
this kit however, I was tempted
into trying something new - for me
at least. Vallejo have recently
added a lot of new colours to their
Model Air range, especially in boxsets, so I thought I would give
them a try. Box-set number 71155
“US Navy & USMC Colors from 70's
to present” was purchased. I have
never used any Vallejo paints ever
before, so let the experiment
begin.
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This kit took far more planning that I had needed to do for a long time. The original kit dates back to
1992 (almost, but not quite early enough to be eligible for the “Vintage Kit” competition), and it has
had several new versions and variants added to the basic kit over the years. So the box included a lot
of parts that would not be needed for the particular variant I was building, which was a classic 1969
Sea King based on USS Hornet (before the ugly intake-shield was a standard-fit - ie: the one on the
box!). So I had to go through every sprue and mark the part-number tags with a red or green
permanent marker just to indicate which copy of the many (seemingly) duplicated parts should be
used on my chosen variant. I was also surprised to find a small fret of photo-etch parts in the box too!
For a 25-year-old kit, this was almost unheard of? Although the Eduard set replaced most of these
anyway.
I started by drilling out relevant holes, opening up the vents in the plastic, and gluing down the photoetch replacements. Then I moved on to the cockpit, with its pre-painted Eduard photo-etch control
panels and seat-belts.

Drilling out weight-saving holes in framework pieces. Much better than the “dimples” supplied as standard.

Opening up vents and replacing with photo-etch grills.
I must have become too accustomed to Bandai - the sprue-gates seemed huge to me.
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Adding styrene-tube drive-shafts that go from the turbines to the gearbox through the exhausts.

Behind the quite well detailed cockpit, the main fuselage interior was completely devoid of any detail.
I wasn’t going to try and scratch-build anything back there, especially given how little would be seen
through the windows anyway. Plus both side-doors were moulded closed, and I certainly wasn’t going
to hack the kit up to try and open them! So I simply just painted the entire fuselage interior matt black
to disguise the fact that there was no interior detail whatsoever.

Coming sacrilege - sanding off the quite nice console detail to allow for the photo-etch.

Cockpit completed with Eduard pre-painted consoles and seat-belts etc.

The two out-rigger sponsons for the undercarriage presented me with my first need of filler on this
model so far. They were a very tight fit with the undercarriage bays, and I ended up with a fairly
prominent seam down the centre of each sponson. So out came the filler and sanding sticks.
<< shudder >>
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That done, it was suddenly time to button-up the fuselage already. However, as expected, since this
wasn’t a Bandai- or Tamiya-quality kit by any stretch of the imagination, after getting the fuselage
together there was quite a prominent join-seam to be sorted - especially down the nose. Out came
the filler and sanding sticks again <grumble, grumble>. Plus fit of the main canopy was pretty bad, but
that might have been partially my fault in how I fitted the cockpit into the fuselage? The best
compromise I could come up with was to slightly twist the fuselage with some big clamps so the
canopy fitted better, glue it in place, and hope it all held together when I released the clamps. So far
it seems to be doing OK, but I am rather disappointed at how it fitted generally. The age of the kit was
showing badly!
Then, finally, it was on to the main painting. The Eduard masking set went down very nicely, and saved
me a lot of effort. After a black “undercoat” to give the canopy-frame interior the right colour, I primed
the whole fuselage with light grey Tamiya Fine Surface Primer straight from the rattle-can. When that
had dried, it was on to pre-shading. I stuck to my old tried-and-trusted method here. My previous
attempt at black-basing hadn’t worked out very well, so I stuck with what I knew best for this kit. I’ll
try and get adventurous with that newer technique another time.

Eduard masks in place and ready for primer.

Primed and pre-shaded, it was time to try-out the new (to me) Vallejo paints as mentioned earlier.
The fuselage was to be two basic colours - 71279 Insignia White (which has a very subtle cream tinge)
for the upper two-thirds, and 71121 Light Gull Grey (which to my eye has the slightest beige hint) for
the lower hull - plus a couple of other minor detail colours. Tamiya don’t do these exact specific
colours, so if I had been using Tamiya acrylics, I would have just used XF-2 (plain) white and XF-19 Sky
Grey as close approximations instead. So the Vallejo colours are more accurate at least.
Vallejo Model Air paints are supposed to be able to be used in your airbrush straight from the bottle.
I must admit, I found them to be a little thick! Even with a few drops of Vallejo Flow Improver, which
is just a drying retarder, my first attempts were not entirely satisfactory. So I went and ordered some
Vallejo Thinner although I wasn’t going to go back and re-do what I had already done, it was “good
enough” - for me at least. I want to give these new (to me) paints a fair trial, and not abandon the
experiment at the very first attempt.
I do like the little Vallejo eye-dropper bottles though. Much easier to both use, and to judge paint
amounts more accurately. Some people have complained that you can’t pour any un-used paint out
of your airbrush cup back into the pot with these bottles, but of course you can! The little droppertip is a tight push-fit, but it just pulls straight out, and then you can easily return un-used paint without
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wastage. I even went as far as buying a lot of small nuts to use as paint agitators, dropping one into
each bottle. Mixes the paint much better with simple shaking. Whether I stick with Vallejo or not (the
jury is still out), I am very tempted to keep the bottles when they’re empty and transfer my old Tamiya
paints into them just for the convenience factor.

Main painting complete. Every time I look at it I alternate - the pre-shading is too visible; or not
visible enough. Which I guess means it must be about right? It’ll never look this clean again after I
apply the panel wash…

Finishing was a bit of a rush, as I was trying to get it done in time to make it into the magazine as a
finished model, so I was grabbing time whenever I could towards the end. After main painting, came
the usual final flurry. Spray a gloss coat (Airfix Clear); apply decals (that took two days as there were
so many, and I had several tears - Grrrrrr!); another gloss coat; slather and then wipe-off a load of
Flory Models Dark Dirt weathering wash to bring out the panel lines; and then attach the
undercarriage plus all the last-minute delicate antennas, rear-view mirrors, and other easily-breakable
tiny sticky-outy things. Then spray the final matt-coat with my favourite Vallejo Acrylic Matt Varnish
(I swear by this stuff); add the wire antenna with E-Z-Line; remove the windows masks and it was
done! As of this writing, I have yet to make a base for it, but hopefully I can get that done in time for
the club meeting on Wednesday.
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KIT REVIEW:SOVIET ME DIUM TANK T-55 MOD. 1963 INTERIOR KIT
MINIART - NR. 37018 - 1:35
CARL THURSTON SR
It has been a long time since my last
article, but I am still in there doing
figures, small dioramas, and the
occasional model.
I am sending this on to you in case
there is a tank modeller in your group
that likes good armour models, in case
no one has heard about it.
Last Friday I bought the Mini Art 1/35th
T-55 tank model. I came across it while
looking for some diorama accessories
on their site.
It is the kind of tank kit that I like, lots of interior detail; in fact a complete interior. The first thing you
notice is the size of the box, it is huge, big HUGE. The next thing is that the box is full to capacity.
The instruction sheet is on the bottom. I got it out by turning the box upside down, taking out the
bottom part, getting the booklet, and then putting the bottom back in the top.
The construction booklet is 29 pages long. All of the decal options are in full colour on the front and
back few pages. There are 2 pages, pages 3 and 4, of parts diagrams. Page 4 is a shocker. There are
multiples of many of the sprues, as many as 10 in one case. There are also lots of unused parts noted.
There are a total of 1091 plastic parts, 167 etch-brass parts, 26 clear parts in all. Here in the states it
cost $77.00. A hefty price in one way. BUT IF TAMIYA were to make this kit it would easily go for 5
times as much. The etch-brass alone from Eduard would come to at least $30.00.

24

In my humble opinion this is a MUSEUM QUALITY MODEL AT A BARGAIN PRICE. I made up MENG'S
A7V a while back, and fully enjoyed it and I truly expect to enjoy this model too.
I looked up the Tamiya model of the T-55. An in box review video. While it is typical Tamiya quality,
It is pathetic in comparison to this model. You make this model from the ground up. I cannot stress
it enough.
These 3 pictures are of the box and contents of
the T55 model. My 6 inch steel ruler is across the
T55 title. The box is about 4 inches deep x 17
inches long x 11 inches wide. The parts are all in
one large clear bag. When you open that bag
there are 3 more clear bags of parts. The line of
sprues on edge is one bag, under the remaining
bag is another one. The etch brass is in the white
square.

REFERENCE
There are a couple of pointers I think might help anyone interested in the T-55 model. There are in
box video reviews that are easy to find. The best all round site for information on it, is n the Scalemates
site. There are several good text reviews options, and the one really good piece of information in one
place. a PDF format copy of the whole 29 page instruction booklet, colour and all. (FYI; that booklet
is about as long as your monthly magazine.
https://www.scalemates.com/products/img/7/2/2/1103722-65-instructions.pdf
I decided this morning to build the motor over the weekend. It is complete on two sprues, with 5 parts
not used. There are a lot of parts for the motor, some of them quite small. I am planning on doing a
photo essay while building this model for my group of modelling friends.
This is more of an alert to your folks than a review. There are several text reviews for this kit on the
SCALEMATES SITE, 2 by IPMS, @ by Perth military, & others. They are all far better than anything that
can do.
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TAMIYA 1/32 DE HAVILLAND MOSQUITO FB MK. VI
TONY ADAMS

I have been itching to make this model ever since
I got my hands on it when it came out a couple of
years ago ( at the time, for less than £100 , they
are now retailing for close to £200). I have been
collecting after-market, however for due to the
size of the potential project it has not quite made
it onto my modelling bench.
Paul Adams’ build of the 1/48 mosquito
prompted me to consider the build but it was our
plans to display mosquitos at Telford that finally
pushed to the top of the list.
The model is superbly presented, the very large box is loaded with sprues, a very detailed set of
assembly and painting instructions , reference information and a large decal sheet. The kit itself is
loaded with features including a detailed weapon bay with 500-pound bombs and 20mm cannons.
Wafer-thin cowlings attached with small magnets cover the complete Merlin engines (it has optional
clear cowls which I won’t be using). Last year at Telford Richard Stewart and I purchased an Eduard
Merlin set , he took the port engine so I will be super detailing the Starboard one.

Some of the after-market stuff I had collected, which includes,
Eduard Big Etch, Barracuda Ammo shoots, brass gun barrels,
paint masks, seatbelts and decals.

Parts for the Eduard Merlin

My current plan is to model the aircraft shown
left, a maritime strike mosquito based at Banff in
Scotland during 1945. This would be a late edition
MkVI with wing mounted rockets. There are no
1/32 decals available for this aircraft so I will need
to make my own or use masks, should be
interesting…
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GETTING CRACKING

Some of the cockpit main components , black based before
cockpit green was sprayed

Conventionally the build starts with the
cockpit. This is already fantastically
detailed, to which a little extra would be
provided by the Eduard etch set. I just
hope the effort will be visible when the
model is finished. My recent builds have
featured black based paint work, this
was an opportunity to try the technique
inside the aircraft. Consequently each
assembly was primed with Mr Surfacer
1500 black before the main colour ( Mr
Colour , Cockpit Green ) was applied,
leaving plenty of dark shadows and
features to break up what would
otherwise be plain panels.

Etch was added to the map case which gave a little upgrade in detail

I made some flares from
plastic rod which was held
near a candle and pushed into
a tile to create a lip. These
were painted various colours
an
located under the
navigator’s seat

The etch rudder peddles were a pain to
consctruct by were a considerable upgrade
on the kit parts
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There is a plywood panel on the cockpit floor next
to the control column, this was first sprayed Tamiya
buff before being coated with dark umber oil paint
and streaked with a hard brush. I was quite pleased
with the effect.
A little dark wash was applied to weather the
cockpit floor

One of the really nice features in the etch set was
the radar and radio components, sadly not all of them will be included on the final model but I built
them anyway

The instrument panel took a good deal of building. There
were a lot of individual parts to clean up, fold and put in
place. The dials are made up of a sandwich of 3 or 4 pre
painted parts. I used Klear to stick each layer together as
I didn’t want to get any glue stains.

Klear was also dropped in each instrument to provide a
gloss finish to represent glass. I dry brushed the black
parts with silver to provide some weathering

After what seemed like months I was ready to get the various assemblies together.(actually it was
months , Richard Stewart started the model at the same time as I and finished it a month ago, I had
have barely got going!). Etch seatbelts were assembled and glued in place, I used Flory dark wash to
make them look a bit grubby. Various small instruments and dials were added to the fuselage sides
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THE COMPLETED COCKPIT

It was with a heavy heart that I glued the fuselage together, as much of the work would no longer
visible (BUT AT LEAST I KNOW IT THERE). To be continued….
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HOBBYBOSS 1/35 RANGERS SPECIAL OPERATIONS VEHICLE
KARL SCAMMEL

Although, the American military have used various
examples of British designed and built combat
hardware (Harrier and Hawk aircraft, being two
examples) over the years, it is still an uncommon sight.
So, this makes the subject matter of this kit of interest
and why I was keen to build it.
BACKGROUND
The Ranger Special Operations Vehicle(RSOV) is
operated by the US Army 75th Ranger regiment. It is
based on the Land Rover Defender model 110 and was
introduced in the early nineties to replace the M151 jeep. It is operated by a crew of three and the
weapon fit includes machine guns such as the Browning .50 cal and a Mk19 grenade launcher. Other
variants of the vehicle are also operated by the Rangers in the medical evacuation, mortar and
communications roles.
BUILD
The build begins with the detailed engine and gear box assembly. Stage two is to assemble the chassis,
wheel axles and drive shafts. Prior to mounting the engine assembly onto the chassis, I sprayed the
engine and chassis as once the body shell was mounted spraying the engine would be difficult.

Engine and chassis prior to spraying.

Chassis, engine with wheels on, sprayed in final colour.
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The base colour used was Tamiya German Grey (XF 63) which was the closest I could find to the actual
service colour and which I would describe as a very dark blue/grey. The colour as applied now is still
probably a little too light but with the application of subsequent matt lacquers and washes this should
darken the applied base coat. For the engine assembly I used an acrylic metallic steel and black.
Work could then begin on the upper body which included fitting various stowage bins, rear bumper,
the mounting frame for the rear weapon and front seats.

Upper body prior to fitting rear weapon support frame.

Before fitting the seats, I sprayed the upper body and used the ‘chipping’ technique on the floor pan
to show the ‘wear and tear’ these areas are subjected to. The next tasks were to fit the seats and the
weapon support plate ahead of joining the upper body to the chassis.

Upper body after painting with ‘chipped’ floor pan
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The joining of the upper body to the chassis was relatively straightforward with no significant fit or
alignment issues, a major plus point. A start could then be made on the front bulkhead assembly which
included the dash board, steering wheel and pedals. Again, these were all painted prior to assembling
into their final position.
On fitting the bulkhead into position there was a small gap between the passenger floor pan and the
bulk head which was the only minor fit issue I encountered with this build. Luckily, this area is also
used for stowing ammunition boxes, so the gap was easy to hide.
With the bulkhead in position, the front panels and bonnet could then be fitted.

Awaiting front panels.

With all the main components fitted, it was then just a case of fitting the weapons, numerous
ammunition boxes and a couple of tools.
In terms of weathering, I intend to keep this model fairly ‘clean’, so it was just a case of using the Flory
models Black wash over all the upper surfaces to darken the paint finish slightly which was then
selectively removed. I then followed this with a selective application of a dust pigment. The underside
of the vehicle received an application of Flory Models Brown wash, although in reality very little of the
underside can be seen. It was then just a case of given all the surfaces one final coat of acrylic matt
lacquer.
CONCLUSION.
Overall, this was an enjoyable build with only one small fit issue encountered during the whole
process. The component detail was good with very little clean up required. This model would look
good in a diorama as I believe there are suitable figures available for it, however, for me this time it
will be a stand-alone model.
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PICTURES OF THE COMPLETED RSOV.
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CLUB DIARY 2018
2018
August 15th

September

Late Club Night
Early Club Night

5th

September 1st

Brashfield RAF 100 Event

September 15th

IPMS Farnborough Show

Late Club Night (Vintage Model
Competition)

September
24th

Early Club Night
Late Club Night(Photo Night)

October 13th /14th

Bovington Autumn Show (TBC)
Scale ModelWorld 2018

November
November 21st

Early Club Night
Annual Competition

November
10th/11th
November 18th
November 25th

December 5th
December 18th

Early Club Night
Xmas Night

September

19th

October 3rd
October 17th

7th

Next Meeting: Wednesday August 15th

21st

–

ROMSEY TOUR 2018

Middle Wallop Show (TBC)
Bugle Call

(8pm to 10pm)

CONTACT INFO
Web Site

wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk

Club President
Club Secretary
Magazine Editor
Treasurer
Show Secretary
Competition Secretary

email info@romseymodellers.co.uk

Paul Adams
Tony Adams
Tel: 01794 519153
Tony Adams
Tel: 07736555664
Paul Adams
Mark Husband Tel: 07806 636208
Sean Summers

email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
email: ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication
Tony Adams
Paul Adams
Gray Sharpling

Karl Scammell
Carl Thurston
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FINDING US
Ampfield Village
Hall
Morleys Lane
Romsey
Hampshire
SO51 9BJ

BACK ISSUES
For those of you that are new to this publication is it worth noting that a full archive of The Romsey
Modeller (now almost 100 issues) plus its predecessor “Update” are available on our web site at
https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2018
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