
 



 

FEBRUARY 2016 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the February 2016 issue of The Romsey Modeller. 

Where exactly did January go then? 

May I thank those members who have turned out for the early meetings in January and February. 
Even with the mild weather we’ve experienced these past few weeks, it can sometimes be a chore to 
drag yourself away from the house or workbench, especially during the prolonged dark evenings.   
As we approach our 4th meeting of 2016 already, we’re about the really kick-start the year with our 
first show visit at Yeovilton, which will start a sequence of 6 show displays in 5 months!! I do hope 
we can encourage as many of you to attend these events, partly because, as individuals, we can’t 
attend everyone (I know I can’t without disturbing the wrath of my better half!!), but also if you 
have yet to display with the club. They really do make for an enjoyable day out.  

Since the last magazine, I’ve managed to actually finish another model, that’s two in the space of 6 
weeks…I can’t recall the last time I did that. My final McLaren article appears in this issue, I think its 
part 5 this time around…..my next article will feature the entire build in one issue! The article will 
even feature some weathering!! Yes, I know…how about that!! If someone would pay me to build 
my own models, life would be near perfect!!!  

The committee managed to meet last week to plan ahead for both this year’s club activities and our 
show. We were able to thrash out a lot of important points that will provide steps forward in making 
our very own model show a reality. We’ll discuss this of course and plenty more things planned for 
2016 in the AGM on Wednesday night. Tony has featured the planned agenda later on in this issue. 

As ever we are always on the lookout for contributions to the magazine, if you’ve yet to venture into 
this, but perhaps are a little shy or short of time, speak to Tony or I as we can offer help and advice 
on how we can include your work in progress or completed models. On that note, I have included 
photos from the gallery shoot from each modeller that provided models. 

Paul 

Club President 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
our hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up – see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

RNAS YEOVILTON SPRING MODEL SHOW, FEBRUARY 20TH 

The club are due to attend our first show of the year on 
this forthcoming weekend. 

We will have our normal 24ft of table space hopefully at 
our customary pitch nestled safely next to the Corsair in 
the Hall 2. This event is always well attended by 
members and normally provides a fantastic day out. We 
will have a small number (usually 5) of wristbands 
available to members displaying (and a few extras from 
elsewhere-fingers crossed) – as ever we will reimburse 
those that display with the club, but have paid to get in 

We’ll discuss transport arrangement etc., on 
Wednesday night. 

 

ALDINGBOURNE MODELEX,  MARCH 5TH  

• Aldingbourne Community Sports Centre, 
Westergate West Sussex, PO20 3YA 

We are very pleased to be supporting a brand new show 
from a brand new club, where we will have 12ft of table 
space. If you fancy a day out the show it is being held just 
east of Chichester and so it well within range ( you could 
also visit Tangmere museum on your way).  

Seeing that we are hoping to hold our own show this year 
it will be interesting to see how they get on. 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

At our next meeting we will hold our AGM as required by 
our membership of the IPMS.  

We would expect that business will not take more than 
3/4 hour so we don’t interfere with the important 
business of chatting about modelling!  

If you have any ideas on improving the “club experience” 
please let us know on the night. 

I expect the majority of discussion will be around our 
potential show. 

 

 

 

AN APPEAL FROM PETER LLOYD 

Has anybody got a copy of Scale Aircraft Modelling for Nov. 2007 that I could borrow? 

 

A WIFE'S ADVICE 
BY NANCY HALL DE VUYST 

I often hear how his lordship upstairs, messes up his transfers.  (Ed- AKA decals) 

So here is a bit of advice, an alternative method if you like.  

Take one plane  

Step 1 stick two half cylinder things together with glue ( something stronger than Pritt stick 
would be my advice) 

Step 2 Spray in desired colour following guidelines on your sheet (but I understand reading 
instructions is something most men only do when things go wrong)  

Step 3 apply stickers (Steve calls them transfers but they have nothing to do with the 
transfer window of football as far as I can make out) whilst paint is wet. (Avoid moving 
stickers too much)- the wet paint will hold sticker in place.  

For more tips see next month’s magazine. (If I haven't been banned by then).  

  

Agenda  

 Election of club officials  

 Statement of accounts  

 IPMS return  

 Club activities 2016 

 Shows  

 Telford 2016  

 Competitions  

 Club night activities  

 Other outings  

 Romsey Modellers Show 2016 

 AOB 
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CLUB PHOTO GALLERY SHOOT – JANUARY 2016 

Thank you to the 9 members who provided 14 models and figures for me to photograph last month. 
The 90 minute session went by in a flash (complete pun intended!!) and at times got a little frantic as 
I was trying to have a natter too while shooting ! Despite some technical issues which I have got to 
the bottom of, we have another nice collection of images for use on Facebook and the website. As 
promised, here’s a sample of everyone’s models provided that evening…and one little extra at the 
end…Missed the session? Hopefully we’ll get another in before the end of the year.  

 

 
 

Top: Will Booth’s Martin B-10 1/72
nd

 Scale and Below: Steve Lidstone’s WW1 diorama, Glorious Mud… 

 

 



 
 

6 

 

 

 
Three from Sean Summers – all 1/48

th
…Top: AiraCobra , Middle: Me109 G10and bottom:  Airfix Bedford Truck  
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Top  Russell’s The Chase….and Below Sci- Fi figures 

  
Ray’s Stay Puff Pastry boy figure!! 
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Two from our armour guys…Malcolm’s Tiger II and Luke’s latest diorama….. 

 

 
Gray’s lit Forbidden Planet Space Cruiser  
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A sample of 1/32nd work from our 2015 John Cox Trophy winner, Dave…his HK Meteor and his competition 

winning DH9 Lobster…. and finally a shot of Andy Birch’s 1/32 B25 Mitchell taken recently while the studio was 
set up at home…. 
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AC MODELS – EASTLEIGH 

I don’t get to visit many actual model shops these days, so imagine my surprise when a  few weeks 
ago, while visiting Eastleigh, I stumbled across this model shop in the High Street, approximately 
halfway between Wells Place and Leigh Road. I was not aware of its existence before, despite visiting 
Eastleigh a few times recently. I guess I must venture outside of Market St and the Swan shopping 
centre more often!! It 
appears during 
conversation via our 
Facebook page that 
some of you are 
regular visitors. 

Spread across two 
shops, AC Models 
stock plenty to 
interest the hobby 
enthusiast from 
model kits and 
accessories, Hornby 
railway locos, track 
and scenery, 
Scalextric slot racing 
cars and accessories, 
Wargaming figures 
and products and RC. 
Taking a keen interest in the static modelling side I saw 250+ kits with stocks of Tamiya, Revell, Airfix, 
Dragon, Belkits  and Ebbro kits, Tamiya acrylics and sprays, Humbrol enamels and acrylics, and Revell 
paints too. There are plenty of tools available too including Tamiya masking tape…always handy to 
know! Prices were competitive. 

  

 

Plenty of kits, Tamiya and Humbrol paints and accessories on hand… 

Following a chat with the proprietor, during which it was explained that the shop had been there 3 
years (!!) she offered 10% discount to club members who present a Romsey Modellers business card 
while paying.  So, that’ll be £5 off a £50 purchase…don’t mind if I do! The shop appears to be trading 
well, especially with online sales via the website and eBay. I suspect this shop will become a regular 
place to visit over the forthcoming year. 

If you’re planning to visit, please note the shop is closed Wednesdays and Sundays. Parking is 
available via pay meters in High St, but cheaper parking by the hour can be found in The Swan 
Centre or (my preferred option) the Mitchell Road multi-storey which is a little quieter.  

More information can be found at their website…. http://www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk/  

  

http://www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk/
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THE AIRFIX BENTLEY REVISITED. 
BY STEVE LIDSTONE  

When I last wrote about this model in last October's edition of The Romsey Modeller I concentrated 
mainly on the history of the car it represents and ended wondering which of the many variants I was 
going to use as my guide.  Now, as the model nears completion, I can reveal the answer you've all 
been waiting for, or not.  I hope no-one was holding their breath.  For those of you who haven't just 
skipped to the next article I chose to try and get as close as I could to the car as it was early on in the 
Le Mans 24 hour race in 1930, before Sir Henry Birkin's flamboyant cornering style remodeled the 
rear wings.   

As I mentioned in the previous article, the Airfix kit is loosely based on the restored car as it looks 
today (well almost, probably as it looked when this kit was designed thirty odd years ago).  The 
salient differences from the kit are that the 1930 race car had no Union Flags on the side, no number 
plates, a stone guard over the carburettors, and the horns mounted under the front cross member 
instead of the modern day restorer's eminently more sensible place up by the headlamps.  Deciding 
on this course of action kept me within the club's policy of never building a kit exactly the way the 
manufacturer intended. 

Some of the parts fitted together well, 
and the quality of the mouldings 
varied from extremely good to “could 
have done with a bit more pressure 
behind the plastic”.  The larger parts 
in particular showed a high degree of 
warping.  There's not a lot to say 
about most of the build, which was 
essentially following the instructions, 
so I'll concentrate now on the 
problems and how they were 
overcome or circumnavigated. 

Typical of the assembly problems was 
the attachment of the front hubs to 
the axle.  The brake back plates were 
fitted to the pivots using two small 

parts that hooked over the top and 
bottom of the king pins to allow the 
hubs to pivot (working steering ? Hmm, 
not quite).  These four tiny components 
absorbed an inordinate amount of time 
with a file and a goodly stock of and 
Anglo Saxon expletives before they 
could be shoehorned into place. 

Stone guards were another major 
project.  The original car had a mesh 
guard over the carburetors,  sensible 
given their position low down near the 
left front wheel, and a similar mesh 
screen protecting the headlamp lenses.  
Airfix don't provide the carburettor guard at all while the headlamp guards were discs of transparent 
plastic with the mesh  

 

The partially assembled chassis, with engine and transmission, 
surrounded by other parts in varying stages of preparation. 

 

The front axle, the right hand hub is attached and ready for 
painting,–the left side shows the two inserts which seemed to 

have been intended for a larger scale model. 
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pattern moulded in.  I did try to fill the pattern with silver 
paint to see if it helped, but it still looked like a plastic 
disc with a bit of silver paint added. 

Some experimentation soon revealed that a fine mesh 
net curtain material could be stretched over a hoop and 
stiffened with silver paint to make a much more 
satisfying stone guard.  The most challenging part of the 
project turned out to be constructing the frame and the 
mounting posts, and there were several iterations using 
different types of wire and trying out techniques for 
forming a good circle of the right diameter before the 
final pair took shape. 

Once a 
satisfact

ory 
design 

had 
been 

construc
ted, the frames were glued to the stretched netting 
which was then painted before being cut out.  I 
attached two mounting posts to each one before 
cutting them out, that turned out to be a mistake, I 
should have attached all four at that stage because 
it was a lot more fiddly to fit them later. 

The carburettor 
guard was a lot 
easier, using 
thicker wire than 
was possible on 

the headlamps, I bent the frame to shape and left a long tail on it 
to be bent to shape and cut off later when I'd figured out what 
part of the chassis it could be glued to.  It can be seen among the 
jumble of parts in the picture above, sitting next to the exhaust 
pipe.  The same mesh was used, glued to the frame and stiffened 
with silver paint, the frame was painted green to match the 
chassis. 

 

The Airfix plastic stone guard fitted to a 
headlamp.  This picture is actually very 

flattering; it didn't look that good from any 
other angle. 

 

One of the early experimental stone guards, the 
frame is less than perfectly circular, but the 

appearance of the mesh indicates we're on the 
right track. 

 

The two final frames glued to the 
mesh sheet each with two 
mounting posts attached. 
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The bonnet provided another challenge.  Having lavished a lot of effort on the engine I didn't want to 
permanently hide it, so an opening bonnet would have been ideal.  Each bonnet half came in two 
pieces with a very effective hinge so that as it lifted it would fold in exactly the way the real one did. 
(I'm old enough to remember cars with that sort of bonnet, in fact my first vehicle had one.)  So far 
so good, the problem came with the central hinge that attaches it to the car, there wasn't one.  An 
experienced scratch builder might have been able to invent something, but it was beyond me so I 
opted instead to make the bonnet lift right off when needed. 

The two halves were held together by the straps with the spacing just right to sit on the chrome strip 
that supports the centre.  The straps themselves took a bit of effort to get right, something had gone 
badly wrong in moulding process and both of them had a huge bobble and a serious kink on one 
side.  The bobble had to be cut away and the strap re-aligned and held together with adhesive tape 
on the back, it all felt like a botch job at the time but the finished result was acceptable. 

The left side of the bonnet fitted 
well, but the right top section had a 
distinct curve which made it stand 
too proud at the back end.  A lot of 
careful warming and straightening 
using various combinations of hot 
air and hot water improved it but it 
never quite straightened out.  
Another reason to make it 
removable, it doesn't notice when 
it's stood beside the car. 

 

The front of the finished model showing the three stone guards and the underslung horns 

 

The bonnet as I would have liked to be able to open it, this was a 
mock up propped in position; in the end it wasn't possible. 
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Moving the horns to the correct position under the 
front cross member involved some surgery as well.  
The supplied mouldings included the bulky mounts 
for attaching them to the plate under the 
headlamps and this section had to be removed to fit 
them underneath.  I think I did quite well with the 
hack saw in not removing any fingers in the process. 

So that was it really, a few other details, omitted by 
Airfix, were added.   HT leads on the engine, linkage 
rods for the handbrake and throttle, petrol pipes to 
the carburettors, wires to the rear lights.  I also 
added some extra support rods for the headlamps, 
you can just see them in the 1930 Le Mans photos 
but they have disappeared in all the subsequent 
shots.   

All in all this model was a long time in the making, 
nearly ten months, but very satisfying to see 

finished.  Good value for money in terms of the hours of hobby time it provided, a lot less so when 
you consider the quality of the kit. 

 

The completed model, with and without the bonnet. 

 

The two horns, one modified and ready to fit, the 
other partly sawn through. 
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HOBBY BOSS 1/48 NORTHROP YF-23 – PART 2 (OR: BACK TO BASICS)   BY GRAY SHARPLING  

Surprisingly, I actually managed to find time to do some modelling over the Christmas period.  Not as 
much as I had hoped, but work continues slowly on my “back to basics” build of the “Grey Ghost”. 

 STEALTHY ENGINES 

The last part of this build saw me complete the cockpit, intakes, and wheel wells.  The next part was 
the engines.  These are a curious affair, set deep in heat-ablative tiled trenches on top of the aircraft.  
The idea was to try and hide the exhaust heat-signature from heat-seeking missiles, such as the well-
known sidewinder series, as well as many others.  This same technique had been pioneered very 
successfully on the Northrop B-2 “Spirit” bomber, and so Northrop used the same technique on this 
new potential fighter-to-be. 

The exhaust fans themselves were moulded by 
Hobby Boss as simple raised detail on the inside 
of otherwise completely featureless square 
boxes, that would be glued inside the airframe.  
They had very little detail at all.  Compared to 
the fantastic detailing in the wheel wells, and 
even the cockpit, this was quite disappointing.  If 
any area could have done with enhancing on this 
kit, this was it.  With no resin or brass available 
to give more detail, there wasn’t much I could do 
without scratch-building; and that was definitely 
beyond the scope of this deliberately “back-to-
basics” build.  What to do? 

 
This was all the detail supplied for the engine exhaust 

fans! 

  
Heat-ablative tile trenches with Flory wash. Tiles defined nicely after bulk of wash wiped away. 

In the end, the kit provided its own answer.  Sort of.  There are a pair of “flaps” that are part of the 
exhaust structure which are designed to perform same function as the “turkey feathers” on more 
normal jet-nozzles to vary the “diameter” of the exhaust area as required by the afterburner. 

I painted all the parts of the interior engine boxes in new Tamiya XF-84 Dark Iron, and then dry-
brushed what detail there was supplied with X-32 Titanium Silver.  Then when I constructed the 
parts, I glued the nozzle-flaps half-closed, as they actually did just droop under gravity when 
hydraulic power was turned off and the aircraft was at rest.  So now, hidden in deep shadow, what 
little detail there is can just be glimpsed, but the lack of detail is hidden.  The best compromise I 
could come up with.  Eduard, if you’re listening, we need some resin engines please? 

The tile-lined trenches I painted in XF-56 Metallic Grey, and gave a good coating of Flory wash to 
bring out the tile pattern.  Then the engine boxes were glued into place inside the fuselage. 

 



 
 

16 

 PREVENTING TAIL-SITTING 

Before closing-up the fuselage, there was the all-important test – would it be a tail sitter?  The kit 
instructions suggested that 20g of weight needed to be added to the nose to prevent tail sitting!  To 
confirm this, I used my normal technique of holding the kit together with tape, and then hanging 
weights off the nose with more tape whilst I balanced the aircraft on two fingers inserted into the 
main wheel-wells where the olio-struts would go.  It looked like Hobby Boss were right, it did need a 
lot of weight ion the nose to prevent tail-sitting.  Possibly a dumb question: What do real aircraft 
have in their nose, vs the engines hanging out back, that’s so heavy to prevent them tail-sitting in 
real life?  I’ve always wondered this. 

  
It took quite a bit of weight to prevent tail-sitting. Wings and ruddervators (i.e. tail) going together. 

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 

With the engines, such as they were, now in place, the next step was to button-up the fuselage.  The 
fit was pretty good, and only a small amount of filler was needed under the tail section.  The canopy 
was then masked with Tamiya tape.  I had gotten lazy with my last few aircraft builds, as Eduard had 
produced pre-cut masks, but this time I had no choice but to do it the old-fashioned way and then 
cut around the frames with a brand new blade in the X-Acto knife.  Then some Formula 560 canopy 
glue was used to lock the transparent parts down.  These fit very well indeed, much to my relief. 

 

The ruddervators had good thick mounting posts for a solid join, but the fit of the wings was less 
great.  Some filler was needed along the join lines, as there was considerable gapping - especially on 
the underside – and this took some effort with filler and sanding sticks to put right.  My most hated 
task in modelling by far, and I must admit this slowed the build as I procrastinated about the bush 
not wanting to do the loathsome chore.  A little re-scribing of panel lines was also needed, as the 
filling and sanding had obliterated some detail.  I need to improve at this as I know this didn’t go as 
well as I had hoped. 

Now if this had been a Bandai kit, no gaps would have been seen at all I am absolutely certain! 
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Filling and sanding done.  The model is big for 1/48 scale – that’s an A3 sized cutting-mat it’s sitting 
on! 

With all the primary construction now finished, I could move this thing into the paint bay.  The first 
step was to undercoat the canopy with Tamiya XF-69 NATO Black.  This was the colour of the interior 
of the cockpit, and so the canopy interior would show through the transparency and match the 
cockpit.  With that done, I could prime it with Tamiya Fine Surface Primer, straight from the rattle 
can.  This needs to dry for at least a full 24 hours, preferably 48, before we move on to the next 
stage of painting.  But more on that next time – the deadline for submissions looms… 
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IRAQ URBAN DIORAMA (PART 2)  
BY KARL SCAMMELL 

The first part of this article covered the assembly of the figures and the EOD equipment. Part 2 will 
cover the assembly and construction of the base and building. 

BASE 

As the premise for the diorama was going to be The Second Battle for Fallujah, the base construction 
would essentially reflect an urban street setting. The Cougar would be shown parked on a road in 

front of a two storey building 
with the figures shown in 
various positions around the 
vehicle.  

After some searching on the 
internet for a suitable building, I 
settled on a kit supplied by 
Fields of Glory Models which 
was the 1/35 Middle Eastern 
Store (FOG 5068). 

 

The building is essentially a 
corner unit which is supplied 

with a base consisting of a flat for mounting the building onto, surrounding pavement and road. The 
material used for the kit is plaster of Paris.   Using CAD, I developed an initial layout plan which gave 
me the opportunity to roughly size the individual features. From this, it was apparent that I would 
need to extend the base slightly to give more room to site the Cougar, along with the figures. 

The plan was to mount both the supplied base and the hardboard extension onto an MDF bottom 
plate. The FoG base has a depth of 9mm, therefore two pieces of 3mm hardboard were used for the 
extension, followed by a 3mm ‘screed’ of filler applied to the hardboard to level everything up.  

The hardboard extension was first fixed to the MDF base, followed by sticking the FoG base into 
position using silicone adhesive.  Three layers of filler were then applied to the hardboard to level 
the road, with several hours of drying time left between filler applications. Once, the final layer of 
filler had dried, the road section was then sanded to remove any raised areas . 

 

First storey wall of building, prior to assembly. 

  

Close up, showing base. 
 

Hardboard extension fixed to MDF base, awaiting FoG 
base. 
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FoG base fixed into position, prior to filler application 
onto hardboard. 

Base after filler application to level road. 
 

With the filler levelled, the next stage was to apply a grey primer to the pavement and road ahead of 
the next stages. The pavement was sprayed with Revel acrylic ‘Stone Grey’ with the gaps and cracks 
between the slabs/kerbs coloured with a dark green selectively applied. Finally a 10% Stone grey 
wash was applied to tone down the dark green. 

BUILDING ASSEMBLY 

The kit consists of individual walls, roof and floor etc. which all then have to be assembled together. 
On checking the supplied parts, the roof plate was missing so I contacted, Fields of Glory to report 
the missing item. All credit to them, as I received the missing roof plate within two working days of 
contacting them. 

I started assembling the ground floor 
walls, joining them together using 
rapid set epoxy. Once the glue had 
cured, I then applied a thin layer of 
filler over the joint to hide the join. 
The filler was then sanded and then 
three coats of grey primer was 
applied to seal the surface as the 
‘plaster of Paris’ is slightly porous.  

I decided to use Revel acrylic ‘Desert 
sand’ as the colour for the external 
walls. This was thinned to 
approximately 30% and the walls 
given several coats. The ‘Roller 
shutter door’ was painted with Revel 
acrylic ‘Fiery Red’ adopting the same 
process as for the walls. Likewise, the 

door switch and conduit were painted using Revel acrylic ‘Aluminium’.  

 

Ground floor walls assembled and primed. 
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Most buildings have air conditioning units fitted, so a quick trawl of the internet to see if any suitable 
units in 1/35 scale were available lead to the Modern Armies in Miniature (MAiM) site. They can 
supply a kit containing five units of various sizes, four are resin and one ceramic including photo 
etched grills. Having selected a suitable unit for the ground floor, I cleaned the moulding up 
(minimal), applied a grey primer followed by a matt white. On the surfaces behind the fan and also 
in the horizontal recesses on the front panel, I applied a medium grey. The grill was glued into 

position using super glue, followed by gluing 
the unit itself to the wall using quick setting 
epoxy. Finally, the surface was weathered using 
a brown pastel chalk powder. 

The last thing to add to the ground floor 
external walls were some advertisements.  
These were images taken off the internet, 
reduced, printed and applied to the wall using 
PVA glue. The ground floor section was then 
ready to be glued into position using epoxy 
adhesive. 

 The next section to be assembled was the first 
floor with the balcony walls, again adopting the 
same process as previously. One of the balcony 
walls required shortening but this was easily 

accomplished with a junior hacksaw. 

The colours for the walls were to be same as the ground floor, the floor itself would be ‘Stone grey’. 
The internal floor area would again be ‘Stone grey’ but lightened with matt white by 30%.  

  

Completed ground floor. First floor balcony awaiting internal floor painting. 

 

First floor room walls assembled ahead of painting 

The next stage was to assemble the first floor walls, the process again as per previous stages. It was 
at that this stage that a minor disaster occurred with the first floor after assembly as I managed to 
break it into two pieces whilst moving it. However, because the walls are made from plaster of paris, 

 

Air conditioning unit primed. 
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a repair was relatively easy. It was just a case of using epoxy adhesive to join the two halves together 
followed by the application of filler to cover the crack line and we were back in business. 

WINDOW CONSTRUCTION. 

The kit as supplied does not include any window fixtures, just an aperture in each of the two first 
floor walls. Therefore, the windows would have to be scratch built.  

One of the key architectural features on many Arabic buildings is their ornate windows particularly 
the frame work. My initial plan was to construct the frames from balsa wood, the advantage being 
that the frames would look very realistic as wood was used to construct them. However, creating 
neat frames with balsa proved very difficult and at 1/35 scale creating some of the ornate features 
proved to be a step too far at this stage. On future builds I do plan to return to using wood for 
window construction, but this will need some 
further experimentation.  

All was not lost though as Luke Hayes donated some 
sprues containing a variety of plastic window frames 
(Thanks Luke!).  It was then just a case of modifying 
two frames to fit the apertures which effectively 
meant cutting, adding pieces and reassembling to 
create the required frame size using a simple jig.  

As in reality, the building window apertures were 
not quite square so once the frames were glued into 
position, some filling was required to take care of 
any gaps between the frame and the wall.  

I then painted the frames in an acrylic dark green, prior to attaching the clear PVC sheet cut to the 
appropriate size. The final step was to attach some wrought iron bars to the outside of the windows. 
Again, this is a relatively common feature on Iraqi buildings particularly in urban environments.  The 
donated sprues also included some ornate wrought iron 
bars which seemed ideal. As with the frames some 
modification was required to ensure the bars matched the 
window size but this was relatively simple. They were 
then given a coat of matt white, followed by adding some 
rust staining.  

A further air conditioning unit was mounted onto the 
external first floor wall, having repeated the spraying and 
weathering of it as per the previous unit. Having 
completed the first floor walls, the next task was to 
assemble the roof plate which also had vertical walls 
attached. The roof had a considerable camber to it. I’m 
not sure whether this was a design feature or it was a 
result of the mould not being quite right, however, the subsequent gaps around the wall edges 
needed a significant amount of filler to close the 
gaps. However, this was a minor issue and easy to 
rectify. The roof wall colour was as per the lower 
walls and the roof plate again Stone grey. 

Once the sand base coat had been applied to all of 
the external facing walls, I then started on the 
weathering.  A diluted acrylic brown wash 
(approximately 5%) was applied all over initially, 
followed by re-applying in several areas to 

 

Window frame assembly jig. 

 

Close up of completed window. 
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accentuate areas of staining on the walls. Brown pastel chalk dust was then also selectively applied 
by brush to create further contrasting. The doors were weathered using the MIG Beach Sand 
pigment, applied dry by brush. 

Finally, the remaining sections were glued into their final positions using an epoxy adhesive. The 
assembly of the building structure was then complete.  

  

Images of the completed building 

To be continued. 

 

THEY DON’T LIKE IT UP ‘EM!  
BY WILL BOOTH 

Pilots.  They’re a flippin’ nuisance in the real world, wearing out the planes and frequently breaking 
them.  It’s even worse in our little world where they are usually AWOL nowadays!  If you prefer your 
model planes as God intended, i.e. gear up and full throttle rather than 
all their entrails exposed after being stored in a coal mine for six 
years*, you’ll need some crew to mishandle your creation. 

 Airfix honourably still provide some crew, and I have a collection of 
supposedly 1/72 personnel from various other kits where I decided to 
model the planes on the tarmac, or in the case of the Frogmen I 
couldn’t bear the sight of them! 

Anyway, painting these figures always gives a challenge.  On the sprue 
they are usually attached by the crown of the head – awkward for 

painting – or by their tippy-toes – too floppy 

So here’s my solution.  As these (generally) lads spend all their time 
stuck in a chair, their posterior region is out of sight.  Stretch some 
sprue but chuck the stretched bit and keep the tapered end.  Drill a 
hole in the pilot’s derriere and glue in the sprue.  Ouch!  Once the 
glue’s set you have an excellent handle allowing easy clean up of seams 
and painting of visible areas.  Once Squadron Leader Groyne-Clutcher 
has dried, just snip off his appendage (ouch again) and affix 
appropriately in his plane. 

Now all we need is a masterclass in 1/72 figure painting. 

Will Booth 

*I’m joking.  Honest. 
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FUJIMI 1/24TH MCLAREN MP4/12C, FINAL INSTALMENT  
BY PAUL ADAMS 

Once upon a time, in the distant past, I was building a relatively simple model car…no engine so to 
speak, just the basic parts to make up a nice shelf model. My last update on this project completed 
the interior and promised to get the easy chassis together to finish the model….6 months later I can 

present that very car in all its glory. Well okay, 
it’s just another model that’s taken me bloody 
ages to finish. It’s even taken me 2 months to 
get around to taking the ‘reveal’ images for this 
month’s magazine!  Clearly my enthusiasm for 
this project waned somewhat!!  

As I’ve said, the chassis is an easy one to get 
together. A floorpan, some parts that resemble 
suspension bits, some inner wheel arches and a 
front splitter. I guess no more than 12 parts in 
all. Added to that are some resin wheels from 
Hobby Design and some etch parts from the 
same company to make up the brake discs. 
Those discs….12 parts each…four to build. 
Fundamentally, I sprayed most of the chassis 

parts Halfords flat black, with the exception of the top surface of the splitter which had a satin black 
surface applied ready for Racing 43 decals carbon finish.  

Once I got the parts painted, assembly followed fast, and after prepping and painting the wheels 
(which typically for Hobby Design needed lots of cleaning up) I could do a test fit to check that all 
four sat on the ground. You never want a three wheeler! The wheels all required the mounting 
bosses reducing so that the track didn’t look too wide when the body was on. Another trait of Hobby 
design wheels. Once they were on though, they looked the part. I glued in the cockpit tub, fitted the 
front splitter and she was a roller! 

  

The completed chassis….note the lack of front inner wheels arches….wheels were adjusted so it didn’t look like 
a Carlos Fandango race car….or toowidetracktitis…! 

The kit provides inner wheel arch liners that seal off the inner voids so it looks more solid with the 
body on. I discovered that the body would not fit correctly with the front ones on….so they were 
discarded. I’ve had the same issue with the last two Fujimi kits I’ve built. The rears fit fine and cause 
no fouling problems. Strange.  Before the body could be finally attached I added some aero vanes to 
the front splitter, covered with more carbon decal, cleared and polished. At the rear an etched grill 
sits upon the rear diffuser, and this went on a lot better than expected. Just some minor adjustment 
needed. Fortunately, on this car the grills were all natural steel in finish, so no painting was needed. 

 

The interior completed last summer 
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The body mounted with ease, secured in place with epoxy for long lasting strength. The join with the 
front splitter however was less successful, as the fit here isn’t as good as it should be. I suspect this is 
more to do with paint build up than an engineering issue. 

The body on means that final assembly can begin, so on went the rear wing with etch endplates, and 
the silly mirrors. I say silly, it’s not the mirrors fault, its Fujimi’s ridiculous way of attaching them. I 
placed pins in the 
end which offers 
far more support 
than just gluing 
them on. Fujimi’s 
idea is just flat 
surface upon flat 
surface. They’d 
never stay on 
under the 
conditions my 
models go 
through. Another 
bleeding Fujimi 
trait!  

I carried out some 
detailing to the 
tyres….the Pit 
Walk decals 
provide the chalk 
markings that 
teams apply to 
mark tyre 
softness, set, driver, direction of use and even which corner of the car they should go on. I applied 
‘LF’, ‘RF’ etc with a paintbrush using some Vallejo white acrylic paint. Last to go on were some small 
etch parts, tow hooks, more aero aides at the front and a scratch built roof aerial. The aero aides are 
tricky to fit and after fiddling with the final two I left them off after discovering they weren’t on the 
car I was replicating!!  

 The completed model does have a more aggressive, racier appearance than the last two GT3 cars 
I’ve built, and for that reason I do like the model. Some of Fujimi’s kit characteristics have now 
started to annoy me…panel lines as wide as canyons, ill-fitting inner liners…moulded in parts on the 
interior…I could go on. I have two more GT3’s to do….another BMW Z4 and a Porsche 911...but it’s 
time to build another manufacturers kit I think!!         

Enjoy the photos… 

 

 

 

The body mounted for the final time....markings on the tyres was done with 
aftermarket decals and a small paintbrush... 
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1/56 M8 SCOTT WITH TAMMY THE TANK GIRL 
BY RUSSELL EDEN 

Will the hull painted I gloss 
varnished it and added some 
decals. A few stars and 
numbers and a name as the 
Allies were fond of naming 
their tanks. I thought Hothead 
suited Tammy so on they 
went.  The turret got the same 
treatment as the hull and the 
basic work was done.  

Detailing next; the track 
rubbers, spare tracks and tools 

were painted panzer grey, the tool handles a light brown, and the track edges were dry-brushed 
silver. 

  

Assembled tank. The running gear is not glued in place, yet – more on that later… 

Base next.  As the M8 is only small I didn’t want to use one of my usual rectangular bases. I am a fan 
of the gaming 120mm oval base – I have used many different ones on my sci fi models. Sadly, I 
couldn’t find one suitable for the M8 so I made one. Luckily I have access to a laser-cutter at work so 
I cut a 120mm oval out of 4mm acrylic and cut some Wills paving to fit. I then trimmed some resin 
rubble to fit using a band-saw – watch out for them fingers! I glued it all together and added some 
extra debris to blend it together 

  

Basic build Black primer and M8 for scale. 
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With the base primered I painted the brickwork red/brown with a wash of sand for the cement, the 
concrete grey and the paving a variety of grey shades. All of this was given a dark tone wash and a 
dry brush of varying shades of grey and sand colours. 

Base done 
I added 
some 
chipping 
on the M8 
using the 
sponge 
technique 
with SS 
camo 
black/brown and gave the M8 a dust wash. 
Both Vallejo. I mixed some pigment into the 
wash for a more heavily dusted look for the 
lower hull – hence why I hadn’t glued it 
together. 

Then I glued the running gear to the hull and glued the M8 and Tammy to the base. Finished. An 
enjoyable little project, I will keep an eye on Rubicon’s future releases as I might well be tempted to 
do more. 

 

  

 

Finished base – not bad for a day’s work in my humble 
opinion. 
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CLUB DIARY 2015/2016 

2016 

February 17th Late Club Night - AGM February 20th Yeovilton Spring Show 

March 2nd 
March 16th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

March 5th 
March 20th 

Aldingbourne Modelex  
Build a Model in a Day (TBC) 

April 6th 

April 20th  
Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

April 3rd  
April 9th  
April 24th 

Shropshire Scale Model Show 
Poole Vikings Show 
Milton Keynes Model Show 

May 4th  
May 18th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

May 14th  Imperial War Museum (TBC) 

June 1st 
June 15th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night  

June 4th  IPMS Salisbury Show 

July 6th 
July 20th  

Early Club Night 
American Competition 

July 16th ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW (TBC) 

August 3rd 
August 17th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

August 7th Avon Model Show  

September 7th  
September 21st  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

September 17th IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 5th  
October 19th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

October 8th 

October 22nd  
Bovington Show (TBC) 
Yeovilton Autumn Show (TBC) 

November  2nd 
November 16th  

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 12th/13th 
November 27th 

Scale ModelWorld 2016 
Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 
/ Bugle Call 

December 7th 
December 21st  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday February 17th        (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: 
tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Steve Edwards  
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Nancy Hall 
Russell Eden 

Gray Sharpling  
Karl Scammell 
Will Booth 
Steve Lidstone 

  

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
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FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole.  

Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2016 


