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FEBRUARY 2017 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the February issue of the Romsey Modeller. 

It’s hard to believe we are already in the year’s second month, and the clubs activities have already 
started with our first show of 2017, Bovington’s Model Expo. By the time you read this, it’ll be in the 
can (and with a bit a luck reported in this issue) and we’ll be looking at attending the second 
Aldingbourne show in early March! 

So, this past month the committee met to layout some plans for the year which we will discuss, 
amongst other things at the AGM.  The AGM is an IPMS requirement of sorts, and it’s a great 
opportunity to present ideas to the members, and for the membership to respond, hopefully in favour! 
The forum is a chance to air any concerns or ideas you may have that perhaps can be of benefit to the 
entire group. Tony will layout the agenda later in this issue. 

I have yet another productive month at the workbench as good progress was made on my latest bike 
project. I will be writing about the project shortly, but I deliberately delayed publishing anything until 
I was further into the build. This way, you shouldn’t have to wait too long between articles, space 
permitting in the magazine.  I must say, working on a great Tamiya kit does wonders for the confidence 
and enthusiasm. Looking forward to getting to the workbench has fuelled my passion for modelling 
race bikes again and I’m hoping to get straight into another after this one’s finished.  

Work on the bike has been curtailed somewhat by a return to work this month – my year’s sabbatical, 
during which I worked on the house, managed contractors and fitted in a lot of model related projects 
has come to a halt.  

I needed to go back to work though in order to fund the hobby! My new boss…..Tony Adams!!     

See you all next week.     

Paul 

Club President 

 

 

 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. 
We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where 
we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. 
We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby 
or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see 
the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

AGM 

On Wednesday we will be holding our Annual General Meeting (AGM) , we will start at 9pm and 
hopefully complete it well before 10. This is everybody’s opportunity to voice their option on the 
direction and activities of the club. 

AGENDA 

1. Committee  

Steve Edwards has asked to step down from his responsibilities as Club Treasurer and Show Co-
ordinator, at least on a temporary basis. 

Paul Adams will assume the role of Treasurer in the meantime.  

Mark Husband has been suggested as Show Co-ordinator  

Other offices:  

 Paul Adams – President 
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 Tony Adams – Club Secretary 

 Tony Adams – Magazine Editor / Website  

 Sean Summers / Paul Adams – Competition Secretary 

 Show organisation – Tony Adams , Paul Adams 
2. Club Finances 

Finances are healthy 

3. Club image/Table display 

New perspex feet need to be purchased to replace those that got damaged last year. 

Additional  Lighting for display 

4. Club Show 

The show date is confirmed as Saturday July 15th. We have Friday 14th PM to set up as per last year.  

We intend to have an on table competition, with limited classes (ie, one for aircraft, no scale, etc). We 
would also like to have a people choice for best in show.  

We need to look into the purchase of another marquee, which we hope to store at the hall.  

We have the option hopefully of music via Atlas.  

5. Website 

We have the opportunity to get professional help in re--designing the site with new content and a 
fresh look. 

6. External club activities 

Our show schedule for 2017: Bovington (Feb), Aldingbourne (Mar), Cosford (April), Poole (April), 
Salisbury (June), Farnborough (Sept), Bovington 2 (Oct), Telford (Nov) Middle Wallop (Nov) and Bugle 
call (Nov). 

Steve Edwards is organising a trip to Normandy. 

7. Internal club activities 

The Group Model Build (GMB) for 2017 will be based on the restoration project going on at Goodwood 
for a Typhoon. The club is to build a number of models in various scales to be displayed at Telford. 

Some demos are planned around these models. 

We plan to have an airbrush workshop and a Rep from Grex to attend a meeting at some point this 
year.  

There will be another photo night in October.    

8. Competitions 

 Build a Model in a day – do we want to continue? 

 St George 

 Manufactures 

 Annual  

9. AOB 

JANUARY 2017 PHOTO SHOOT 

At the main January meeting we conducted aother photoshoot evening,  and with over 20 models to 
photograph, it was a very busy evening. The eveing however, was nearly cut short by the failing of the 
overhead boom, from which the overhead light is hung. Just as I set it up over the table, a screw joint 
failed, splitting the aluminium tube and sending the lot toppling over. Fortunatley, there wasn’t 
anything on the table! The shoot went well after that mishap, and I managed to photograph everything 



 
 

5 

that was presented by the members. Thank you to everyone that brough along their work, it was much 
appreciated. Here’s a selection of the fine models produced by club members...  

 

1/35th Hanomag by Malcolm Grant 

 

Woolbridge by Luke Hayes 
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1/32nd Spitfire MKVb by Richard Stewart 

 

1/48th Focke Wulf 190 By Sean Summers 
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1/48th Mk1 Hurricane by Tony Adams 

 

1/12th Suzuki Hayabusa by Lee Gilbert 
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1/35th Terminator by Karl Scammell 

 

1/72nd armour by Chris Phillips 
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1/32 Rumpler C.IV by David Pogson 

 

Star Wars Droids by Gray Sharpling 
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World War I diorama by Romsey Modellers 

ALDINGBOURNE MODELEX – 4TH MARCH 2017 

Our second external event for 2017 will be a follow up visit to the successful first model show put on 
by the guys and gals’ at Aldingbourne Modellers. This is their second event and promises 11 club 
stands and a few traders squeezed into the Community Sports Hall at Westergate. Last year’s show 
was a fantastic day for the club and attended by many from Romsey. We have 12 foot of single depth 
table, so careful space planning will be a must!  We’ll discuss transport arrangements and who’s going 
at the early club meeting, 1st March.  

Further details on the event can be found at Aldingbourne’s Facebook page.    

https://www.facebook.com/aldingbournemodellers/?fref=ts 

BOVINGTON MODEL EXPO – 11TH FEBRUARY 2017 
BY PAUL ADAMS 

This new event effectively replaced the spring show at Yeovilton, a popular show for sure, despite 
which the museum management decided to cancel any further shows at the RN station for the 
foreseeable future. Within a few weeks the team at Bovington stepped in and announced this show. 
It’s a very welcome show, especially as it’s the first one for most clubs to display this year, and for 
many more, their first show to visit. 

The organisation at this year’s show was superb. There were no issues parking as your right outside 
the Tamiya hall,  finding our table was straight forward (Sherman suite) and with refreshments just a 
few yards away, it was an ideal way for the club to begin its 2017 display season.  We booked 18 foot 
this time around as we suspected it would be popular with club members. Sure enough, 12 attended 

https://www.facebook.com/aldingbournemodellers/?fref=ts
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to display, with several others popping in for a look around, including a welcome appearance of Mark 
Husband after recent surgery. 

 

The Romsey Modellers table...modellers were there I promise! Kit sakes went well for Tony and Malcolm.  
Photo courtesy Karl Scammell. 

Our first display was full of intent – great models, variety and quality.  Our pitch was next to the Model 
Militia guys, Andy Argent, Ken Holland and Daniel Brooker. Their display was fantastic and certainly 
help many take time to look through what we had to offer too. Equally, the Salisbury club stand was 
great 

Despite arriving a little late, we were set up by 09:30, and we were off for a breakfast in the cafeteria. 
The popularity of the event was immediately apparent as it took 20 minutes to get a decent bacon 
sandwich! When we left, the queues were even worse! 

The show opened at 10:00 and news filtered through that the show-goers were queuing across the 
car park to get in! Soon enough the place was flooded with visitors which didn’t let up until just after 
4:00pm, when there was just 30 minutes left before closing.  Impressive.  On our way back to the 
table, we glanced at the new area of the museum to see a great many more clubs and traders on hand 
than we witnessed during the October event.  

Arriving back at the table, the Sherman Suite was swamped with visitors, and this continued 
throughout the day. Most of the team answered questions about their models – proving popular was 
Luke’s Woolbridge diorama and Tony’s Avro Shackletons.  With plenty of members on hand, there was 
time away from the table to look around the show. Sadly, the new Tiger display was closed as they 
had painted the floor, but I have a perfect excuse now to attend the October event to see the Elefant 
now!    

As always with modellers, shopping proved an enriching experience - modelsforsale did brisk trade all 
day, evident by the amount of bags hanging from visitors hands. Of course it would be rude not to buy 
something, so Tony bagged a 1/32 Tamiya Mustang, and Luke, Karl and Russell finding some excellent 
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armour bargains. Me…..just £2.50 on some scalpel blades!    The additional clubs display certainly 
impressed with the quality of modelling on show -it was very high throughout the museum. 

The Bovington team have raised the bar for museum based shows – excellent organisation, plenty of 
space and good lighting for most, adequate parking, free passes (only one member paid to get as far 
as I know) and a very relaxed atmosphere which helped to make for an enormously enjoyable day. 

The following are some of the highlights I saw at the show. There were plenty others.  

 

  

A stand with many superb Sci-Fi subjects included this Space 
1999 Eagle transporter. 

A 1/32nd Trumpeter Chinese Mig seen on the So So 
Modellers stand.. 

  

This new Zveda Star Wars Star Destroyer was very impressive at 
1/2700 scale. 

Another incredible diorama on the IPMS Dartmoor stand. 

  

Mobieus Colonial One from New BSG Excellent 1/48th Stuka seen on the Barnet stand 
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Amongst many excellent models on the Great War Sig was this 
1/32 Felixstowe F2.a 

On the IPMS Southampton stand was this superb group of 
fighters in prototype markings. 

  

Seen on the IPMS Dartmoor stand was this tiny vignette 
featuring a 1/72 Pak 40 team, it was beautifully executed. 

Also on the Dartmoor stand was this Maultier half track - the 
painting and finish was world class. 

  

These card models of Mallard and The Flying Scotsman were 
brilliant, and made from card kits over 40 years old! 

Tony Adams completed his new Airfix B17G in a bare metal 
finish. 
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BOVINGTON TANK MUSEUM MODEL SHOW 11.02.2017 –  
A VIEW FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE HALL!! 
BY NIGEL ROBINS 

They say that a change is as good as a rest but I must admit that I was slightly sceptical about going to 
a model show at Bovington due to a bad experience that I had at the last show I ever attended there, 
around ten years, or so, ago.  

That day the event was; badly attended by the public, the museum staff appeared surly and unhelpful; 
there were lots of, seemingly silly, petty regulations and the “Tamiya Hall” where our stand was 
located,  was freezing cold (in mid October!!) All of this made for a dismal and depressing day in a 
place I used to love. I felt that this museum really had lost its way and I vowed never to return for a 
model show there. Friends I was with on that day also echoed the same sentiment.  

Perhaps, I was still longing for the old tank museum I remembered from the 1970s; with its long rows 
of tanks (which you could actually climb on) pervading smell of; paint, oil, rubber and stale petrol, with 
a small shop crammed to the rafters with series one Airfix tank kits!! 

I had heard good 
things about a model 
show held at the 
Tank Museum in the 
autumn of 2016 
from the Romsey 
lads and with the sad 
demise of the 
Yeovilton shows, I 
thought that it 
would be a good 
idea to try it. After 
all, everything is 
entitled to a second 
chance and we now 
had a vacant slot in 
the years club show 
programme. 

An early start in 
freezing conditions, 

with the odd snow flake or two were not encouraging, however, once we arrived at the Tank Museum 
we were welcomed by a cheery member of staff who directed us to  the unloading point and explained 
how  the car parking system worked. We were then directed by another helpful member of staff to 
our stand s location in a wonderfully warm, well lit and inviting building. The Southampton Stand was 
in front of the Jagdpanther (my favourite German tank when I was eleven) so I knew this was going to 
be a good day!!  

We soon had the club stand set up and before long a steady stream of visitors was filing past, most of 
whom were keen to photograph; Barry s tank transporters and rescue launch, Herbie s model of 
“Fury”, Mark s German 1/72 armour and  most of all, Peter Grist s “Ice Cold in Alex” diorama!! Never 
mind, I must have brought the wrong models with me!! 

The show was very busy all day with queues of people trying to get into the museum and the 
downstairs WW2 hall was absolutely packed at one point. As always, we were all able to catch up with 
old friends and because of the change of venue from Yeovilton, it was also nice to see that some 
different model clubs were in attendance on the day.   

 

I did not dream it!! My mum and brother around 1973/4 at Bovington alongside the 

Panzer III  
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The museum has also changed a lot since I was last there with; an Afghanistan display, a display from 
the film “Fury” and in the Great War one area, a display detailing the use of horses in that conflict 
(undoubtedly inspired by the film and stage production of “Warhorse”) all of which were new to me.  

I also liked “human aspect” of armoured warfare, which the museum is now showcasing on the walls 
and its display boards, with lots of pictures and stories from veterans alongside examples of the tanks 
they served in. I was very pleased to see a picture of Joe Ekins (ex Northamptonshire Yeomanry and 
vanquisher of Michael Wittmann) on the wall in the “Fury” exhibit alongside a picture of a driver from 
43RTR who my Uncle Tom, also 43RTR and very proud of it, knew. All of these veterans are now, sadly, 
no longer with us.  

The time flew by (always the sign of a good show) and before we knew it the time came to knock down 
the stand and pack up. Here, again, Bovington scored over Yeovilton as we did not have as far to walk 
with the stand and models and this is something, I think, we all appreciate with increasing age!! 

I am now looking forward to the next Tank Museum Model Show, in October this year and highly 
recommend attending it to the rest of the club.   
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SPECIAL HOBBY. 1/72ND  SCALE. 
BOULTON PAUL SEA BALLIOL. 
BY PAT CAMP  

 

I bought this kit at the Maquettexpo model show 
whilst in France. The Czech vendor thought the price 
of the kit was a rip-off, but I said I would buy it 
anyway because I was attracted by the box art: the 
‘plane had those endearing features typical of FAA 
aircraft in being ugly, yet full of character. I also liked 
the red and yellow high visibility panels. 

I made a start on the kit soon after buying it, but 
soon found the photoetch to have 1/48 scaled seat 
belts and some other details on the otherwise 
1/72nd photoetch fret. I put the kit to one side but 
sent a letter to the manufacturer. A corrected fret along with a corrected decal sheet were soon sent 
to me, along with a letter of apology. I felt very happy with their response. 

  

The cockpit, apart from the instrument panel, is built up from the cockpit floor. If you do not enjoy playing 
with fine photoetch, then perhaps this model is not such a good choice for you! However, I enjoyed the 

challenge! 

 

Each wing is supplied in four parts: inboard and outboard upper and lower pieces. Resin wing-fold 
inserts are provided should you wish to build the model with the wings folded. I found the wings were 
too deep for the fuselage wing root, the trailing edges horrendously thick and the wing-fold detail to 
fit poorly: so quite a lot of work was needed, starting with thinning the trailing edges using a miniature 
drum sander in my modelling drill and wet and dry paper laid flat on my cutting mat. Next stage was 
to thin the wing surfaces for the resin wing-fold inserts. This was done with the drum sander to remove 
the bulk of material, then rotary burrs to get into the tighter spaces and then everything finished by 
scraping with a blade. With shaping completed, the inboard upper halves were glued to the fuselage. 
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Material was progressively removed from the lower wing & wheel bay to obtain a good fit at the 
fuselage wing root. Blue oil paint transferred onto the wing half during trial fit revealed the high 

points that were to be trimmed away. 

 

  

Final trimming of wing and gluing into place of the inner wing-fold. 

 

  

The instrument panel comprised a film sandwiched between a photo-etched front and plastic rear. 
There were no location points for the panel, so I drew a centreline on the plastic panel and then glued 
a plastic strip to it. Material was trimmed from the fuselage until the panel was a good fit. It was then 

glued into position. 

COLOURING IN….  

The cockpit interior was sprayed Tamiya NATO black and given a wash with 50:50 Klear + water with 
a drop of black acrylic paint added. Highlights were carefully picked out with white oil paint. The Tufnol 
seats were given an undercoat of Lifecolor UA406 Tropical Tan 2, followed by a top coat from various 
warm brown shades of cadmium orange with cobalt blue + Rembrandt flesh ochre oil paints mixed in. 
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Seat cushions were green. The harnesses were undercoated blue and shaded with oil paints (blue 
toned down by adding orange). 

 

The cockpit was primered and 
painted. The seats and 

harnesses added a splash of 
colour to an otherwise dark 

interior. 

The canopy required a lot of work to obtain a close fit to the fuselage. The trick with the blue oil paint 
was employed once again, and material removed from the transparency where it touched the fuselage 
until a close fit was obtained. The canopy was glued to the fuselage with Gator’s Grip acrylic glue 
having first painted the areas of the fuselage visible through the canopy aluminium. The instrument 
coaming was painted grey and shaded with oils. A highlight of titanium white was added where the 
light would catch, but I did not reckon on the canopy being so very transparent once it had been 
polished and dipped in Klear and the highlight looked a tad overdone. 

The canopy join with the fuselage benefitted from use of Mr Dissolved Putty. Masking of the canopy 
took quite a while to do. I cut narrow strips of Tamiya tape, including some of their flexible tape for 
curvy bits, and ran this across and along the window edges. Small rectangles then filled in the centres 
of the windows. The final step was to trim away the tape strips where they crossed the frame using a 
new scalpel blade. 

The wing navigation lights also received a lot of attention. The slots in the leading edges were neatly 
trimmed and the tip lights notched out. These were lined with thin aluminium from a soda can, with 
holes drilled here and there as viewed in photos. Excess material was left on for removal after gluing 
to the wings. Transparent sprue was trimmed until it fitted snugly into place in the tip light locations. 
The kit parts were used for the leading edge lights. Once done, positions were marked and holes drilled 
for the bulbs. The holes were painted Tamiya transparent red and green, as appropriate, followed by 
chrome silver. The mounting surfaces were then polished, which also neatened the bulb painting. The 
transparencies were then glued into place using copious amounts of clear epoxy and left to set solid 
before being filed and sanded to shape. They were given a final polish with Micromesh and a brushed 
coat of Klear.  

The lights were masked with Micromask: I applied strips of masking tape to the outside of each of the 
wing lights. I used the new, stretchy white Tamiya tape for the more curvy bits. A light was given a 
brush coat of Micromask fluid and, without delay, the tape carefully removed from around the edging 
to leave a neatly masked light beneath. This process was repeated until all the lights were done. 

The assembled model was primered using AK-Interactive primer. This was my first time of using this 
and I could not get it to spray smoothly.  
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Yellow areas were first to be masked off and painted. These were airbrushed White Ensign Models WEM 

ACUS11 USN chrome yellow with Humbrol 154 Insignia Yellow added for shaded areas. Only light coats 

were applied where the light would catch, thus using the white primer coat to create the highlight. 

 

  

 

 

The yellow areas were masked off when dried. 

The canopy frames were airbrushed black and 

then white. The black gave the interior of the 

frame a dark tint, the white brought the exterior 

colour close to that of the surrounding primer 

colour, to avoid a change in tone when the 

airframe was finished in aluminium. The white 

was also applied to highlight areas before red 

was applied. Red areas were airbrushed Revell 

31 + Liquin, followed by Revell M38 crimson + 

Liquin for shading. 

I was truly delighted – albeit for a short time - with the results of the paintwork. That was until I 
discovered that the attractively coloured red areas shown on the box artwork should actually be 
Dayglow orange! I thought long and hard about whether to redo everything, but as I could not bring 
myself to destroy a weekend’s worth of work, I decided to carry on regardless. Some of you may be 
horrified by that, for which I apologise. 
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A reminder of those attractive areas of red on the 
Special Hobby box art…. 

…. that really should be orange. (Photo: credit to 
whoever it belongs to). 

 

The dayglo areas were masked off once fully dried. Aluminium areas were airbrushed Alclad ALC103 
Dark Aluminium for shaded areas and ALC106 White Aluminium elsewhere. 

The Micromask over the wing lights worked very well.  

A light coat of Klear diluted with Hataka water based acrylic thinner was sprayed over the model. This 
served as a key for two brush coats of Klear + Hataka thinners to be added. 

The wheel hubs and u/c parts were airbrushed Alclad White Aluminium + Dark Aluminium. Alclad Jet 
Exhaust and a smidgeon of Humbrol Bronze were added to the mix for the exhausts. 

 

The transparencies were cleaned up from tape and 

paint residues using a scraper carved from plastic 

sprue. This worked very well.  

A brush coat of Klear was applied to the glazing 

when done. 

 

  

The hole for the propeller had to be drilled out 

larger. Unfortunately, some swarf lodged itself 

under the canopy and refuses to budge! 

 

The kit decals settled into place nicely with 

Microset and Microsol. Also visible here is the tail-

light and arrestor hook. A piece of wire replaced 

the over-thick arm of the kit’s arrestor hook. 
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A vent beneath the engine cowling 

was made from plastic strip and rod, 

glued together then trimmed to 

shape. 

Wing fold tie-bars were added from stainless steel tube with 

flattened wire ends shaped following photos of the actual items. 

The length was transferred from the model to the tie bar using 

dividers. 

Final touches: The windscreen wipers are very tiny photo-etch pieces. These were glued in place, but 
are very delicate. The kit antennae were replaced by thinner ones cut from plasticard. The folded 
wings were added and some details added into the wing-fold area following photographs. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

Apart from the canopy - which would not look out of place as a greenhouse in Wallace & Grommet’s 
garden - the Sea Balliol is quite a nice looking aircraft. However, the Special Hobby kit is far from easy 
to build and is not recommended for the novice, but does turn out nice if all goes well. 
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Techniques that worked well were the use of oil paint as a marker to help with trimming items to fit 
and using tape to mask Micromask fluid for the wing lights. Masking canopies using strips of masking 
tape – including Tamiya flexible tape for curved panels – also worked well and was quick and tidy 
considering the complexity of the canopy framing. The extra thickness of Tamiya flexible tape can be 
too much for tape running across it from sealing down to the model, so you can get some paint bleed 
through beneath. However, I was able to remove this and some tape adhesive residue from the 
transparencies by using some sprue shaped to a chisel edge without causing any scratching of the 
surface.  
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AFV CLUB 1/35TH EARLY PRODUCTION M5A1 STUART 
BY MARK HUSBAND 

 

The Stuart M5A1 tank was sometimes referred to as a light scouting tank that was frequently employed in 

support of US Army or US Marine Corp infantry units. The Stuart was prominent in many theatres of 

operations across the vast Pacific, but closer to home could be found operating in areas of North West 

Europe and in company with the allied invasion forces during the Normandy landings of 1944. Made 

obsolete by this time as the better quipped Sherman tank had now appeared in large numbers the M5A1 

still played an important role acting as a light reconnaissance scout probing areas of lower resistance with 

infantry units but wherever possible was kept back from directly engaging the more powerful German 

heavy panzer units.   
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Initially the M5A1 Stuart made use of a redesigned M3 hull which mounted the turret unit from the earlier 

M3A1, this was quickly modified though and a host of other improvements soon followed such as an 

emergency escape hatch in the hull floor, improved ventilators for the crew, stronger idler mountings and 

reinforced drive sprockets all accounting for an overall increase in the tanks weight. The Stuart continued 

to make use of a 37mm main gun supported by additional .30 calibre machine guns. 

THE AFV CLUB KIT  

AFV have produced a kit which builds 

into a fine early version of the M5A1  

The kit is made up of approx 290 parts 

cast in olive drab including a small fret 

of etched brass, a main 37mm metal 

gun barrel, authentic decal sheet and a 

set of well-defined cut vinyl tracks. To 

enhance things further if you wanted 

individual working track links it is worth 

noting that AFV already have these sets available that fit directly onto this kit. 

The lower hull tub is made up of six separate panels with few if any locating pins to aid construction, so 

care is needed at this point to ensure everything all squares up The turret follows on in much the same 

manner, again a lack of locator pins make it a tricky operation lining up the two halves, I also found I needed 

to add some plasticard shims to the turret roof to ensure a seamless fit, otherwise it’s a fairly 

straightforward build in most other respects.  

Small amounts of flash can be found on some parts but nothing that cannot be easily put right, and as with 

other AFV club kits the build includes many tiny parts so care when cutting from the sprue is essential. The 

instructions are good, but needed to be, with many exploded views of what felt like a seemingly endless 

array of minute fixings. 

The finished tank was airbrushed with Humbrol matt enamel no; 30 then lightly dry brushed with Tamiya 

weathering powder to highlight some areas of panel and rivet detail. 

REFERENCE MATERIAL  

M3 / M5 Stuart Light Tank  

1940-1945 by Steven J Zaloga  

Osprey New Vanguard 33  

ISBN 185532 9115 
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CONCLUSION 

The tank is depicted as operating in Northern France post D-day with the Allied white star markings of the 

invasion forces. I elected to it build straight out of the box with no aftermarket additions, but think the 

optional AFV club working track links might be worthy of some consideration for anyone thinking of 

investing time in this kit. 

Recommended for those who like to build armoured military vehicles and want to add a M5A1 Stuart to 

their collection 

Mark Husband 

Romsey Modellers  

 

CLUB BUILD TAMIYA MK.VI MALE.  
BY ANDY JAMES 

I have to apologise to Andy as this arcticle on the club build got missed during the build. In order to 
fully document what we did here is Andy’s description of the painting of the Mark IV - Tony  

PRIMING THE BEAST 

 

About a year ago I was very fortunate to be 
able to purchase a Sparmax GP-35 airbrush. it 
has a pistol grip which gives far more control 
at all pressures. I use this all the time although 
I do keep a badger as back up just in case. 

Before painting I washed the finger prints and 
remnants of moulding grease off with a mix of 
warm water and fairy liquid. 

I have seen some articles where the modeler 
has used a celulose or enamel thinner to wash 
the models in, but have not been brave 
enough to try this myself. 

For some considerable time I have increasingly used black as a priming colour, generally in semi-gloss 
Tamiya X-18. but not always, using a black primer gives the modeller the opportunity to create depth 
an high-light without, for 
distorting detail with too many 
paint layers when weathering 
etc. 

Unlike Malcolm Grant, I dont 
use halfords primer from a 
can.(no one in thier right mind 
would!!) Thining your own 
paints down and maybe using 
two or three very thin coats 
will save the delicate details 
moulded into your resin or 
plastic kit.(rant over) 
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I use a rough 50/50 mix of paint and Mr 
Colour leveling thinner, this gives a really 
smoth even finish all you need is a little 
patience and watch the effects.20-30mins 
between coats is more than enough as the 
Mr Colour dries really quickly. 

Let the model then dry thoroughly for 24-
48hrs. The first time I used black as a primer 
it scared the life out of me as suddenly, 
where had all that detail gone. But relax, its 
there it will spring back at you once you 

commence your next coat of paint 

 

Once dry I followed the instruction given by team captain Grant and mixed the desired colours XF52 
flat earth and XF57 buff, with X2 gloss white to give a little satin sheen. I however ended up with a 
compressor issue which fortunately for me has been delightfully covered up by Luke's excellent 
weathering work. 
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AIRFIX 1:48 BOULTON PAUL DEFIANT 
BY TONY ADAMS 

 

I am in the unusual position of 
having a backlog of builds to 
document having completed  a 
Kittyhawk (Airfix P-40B) and B-17 
in the last couple of months . 
These will appear over the next 
few months but now it is time to 
write up a build I undertook in 
November 2016.  

 

 

I built Airfix’s new 1-72 Defiant in 2015 and through enjoyed the process. The reviews of the 1:48 
variant were very good and I was looking forward to getting it in my hands. On opening the box I was 
disappointed to find what look like significant moulding faults in the plastic, so much so that I 
complained to Airfix and in a sulk filed the kit in the never to build box. After building my Hurricane I 
was keen to try another “Brown and Green” RAF crate and decided to take another look. On closer 
examination I decided that the fuselage distortion may be intentional and the other areas may not be 
visible once painted, so I decided to give the model a try. 

   

My initial impressions of the moulding was not good as there seemed to be significant surface distortions in the plastic 

I had picked up an Eduard set for the cockpit which included seat belts, while the kit parts were not 
shoddy this gave made the “office” a bit more busy. 

 

  

The side panels were enhanced with the Eduard etch set  
 

The instrument panel was a considerable upgrade compared 
with the kit decal. 
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The cockpit floor was weathered with a dark wash before 
being dry brushed with silver. 

 

The seat back was painted brown and “distressed” with buff. 
Once the seatbelts were fitted a dark wash blended it into 

the rest of the cockpit parts. 

 

The fuselage ready to be zipped up, I was pleased with the result. 

With the cockpit complete the fuselage was glued together, and mated with the wing assembly in a 
reasonable conventional manner. 

 

The wings consisted if a 

two part top surfaces 

and three for the 

bottom, with a former 

that is placed inside the 

wing to ensure the 

correct dihedral and a 

good fit. 
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Very little filling and sanding was required before the model was ready to paint 

PAINTING 

Having been successful with the black basing technique on my Hurricane I followed the same 
procedure. 

 
 

Mr Surface 1500 was first applied, this is a micro filler in addition 

to a primer which helps with any centre line gaps. 

 

The underside colour is thinly applied in a random pattern, with the 

airbrush at a low pressure and close to the model to create thin 

lines 

 
 

The effect is slowly built up , gradually increasing the colour depth A thin coat of the base colour was sprayed uniformly over the model 

which blends the underlying mottle together 
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I scaned the instructions edited them and printed them out 1:1 size 

. This was cut out and held on the model as I strayed the top coats 

Dark earth was applied in the same way as the bottom colour 

 

  

The Dark Green was then applied, again using the masks, this time 

over the Brown 

 

Further colour modulation was achieved by spraying the camo 

colours heavily thinned and  lightened with a splash of white paint 

into the centres of the panels 

 

Once I was happy with the effect the model was given several coats of Klear 
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The decals were applied using Decal Fix to ensure they bedded 

down nicely. 

 

  

The cockpit parts were masked using bare metal foil before 
being painted 

The turret was a little trick to assemble but with a little extra 
etch turned out looking fantastic. 

 

 

The exhausts were painted aluminium before a rust wash was 
used to colour them 

I thought the pitot tube look venerable so I created a metal 
one from a piece of brass tube and a solid wire 

Once the painting was complete and a panel wash applied the model was given a coat of Winsor and 
Newton Matt Varnish, thinned with water to give a semi satin finish. 

A little light scratching was achieved with a silver pencil before declaring the project complete. I really 
enjoyed the build , the kit is superb and I must apologise to Airfix as none of the alleged moulding 
imperfections are visible on the completed model, just shows how much I know. 
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PHOTOS 
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CLUB DIARY 2017 

 

2017 

February 15th  Late Club Night - AGM   

March 1st 
March 15th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

March 4th  Aldingbourne Modelex 

April 5th 

April 19th  
Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

April 2nd  
April 8th  
April 23rd  

Shropshire Scale Model Show 
Poole Vikings Show 
Milton Keynes Model Show  

May 3rd  
May 17th  

Early Club Night 
St George Competition 

  

June 7th 
June 21st  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night  

June 3rd IPMS Salisbury Show 

July 5th 
July 19th  
 

Early Club Night 
   Manufacturers 
   Competition (NonART) 

July 15th  ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW  

August 2nd 
August 16th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

August 6th Avon Model Show (TBC) 

September 6th  
September 20th 

  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 
       -Photo Shoot 

September 16th IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 4th  
October 18th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

October 7th 

 
Bovington Autumn Show (TBC) 

November  1st 
November 15th  

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 11th/12th 
November 26th 

Scale ModelWorld 2016 
Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 

December 6th 
December 20th  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday February 15th         (8pm to 10pm) 
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CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Steve Edwards 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Andy James 

Pat Camp 
Nigel Robins 
Mark Husband 

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2016 

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk

