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JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2019 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to our January/February 2019 issue of the magazine. 

We are already getting into our stride as we leave the Christmas and New Year celebrations behind us 
and as I write we are off to our first display of the year at The South West Model Show, Bovington. 

 
Our early 2019 meetings have demonstrated that the enthusiasm within the club continues unabated, 
with some great work turning up, and an encouraging number of members attending. The early 
February meeting attracted 18 members! I can remember the days at the main monthly meetings 
where 18 was a great turnout. 

The club is expanding naturally and so our ambitions. Plans are well underway for our ‘new’ show to 
be held in the centre of Romsey. Tony has been busy behind scenes, planning ahead and contacting 
our exhibitors and traders. Confident are we of a successful 2019 event, we have already provisionally 
booked the hall for 2020. The first of many show meetings will begin very soon once we have held the 
AGM at our main February meeting. The outline of that meeting should be found further on in this 
issue. The meeting will last around 45 minutes and is an opportunity for the membership and 
committee to discuss our plans and activities for 2019. 

On a personal note, my model making has begun in earnest following an enforced break for several 
months. Not having a modelling room set up has driven me to despair at times! It didn’t help being 
around some many of you that produce some superb work in the latter part of 2018, adding all the 
more to my frustration. Still, during my Christmas break, tools and equipment were removed from the 
loft and the modelling bench was set up. 

As a breath of fresh air, I began my first Wingnut Wings kit, which is turning into a thoroughly enjoyable 
experience. The kits have turned into an unofficial group build with several kits in the pipeline for 2019 
amongst a number of us. You’ll see the fruits of our labour during the months ahead. 
 
Happy modelling. 

 

Paul 

Club President 
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This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
our hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up – see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 
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CLUB NEWS  

 

UPCOMING SHOWS 

Romsey Modellers will be attending four shows before the next issue of the Romsey Modeller is due 
to be published. 

 

March 23rd  – we will be making our first visit to the Yeovil Model Show 

April 13th  – Our traditional visit to Poole Vikings (remember NO BEER!)  

May 4th  – The second Tangmere Show which had a very impressive debut last year  

May 5th / 6th  – We have been invited to display at a the Broadlands Country Show which will be 
somewhat different (WITH PLENTY OF BEER), 2 days in a marque and over 25000 people – should be 
different! 

 

As normal we will be coordinating these shows via our Facebook page. 

 

SOUTH WEST MODEL SHOW FEBRUARY 16/17TH 2019 
BY PAUL ADAMS 

Despite the museums insistence of another two day event, we decided again to man a table on both 
Saturday and Sunday for the spring show. As this is the first large show on the south coast for the 
season, it is very well attended by modellers and visiting public and does make for an enjoyable day. 
Upon my arrival on Saturday morning, Mark greeted me with “we’ve been moved”....we asked for 18 
foot, straight run with power for lighting. We got neither and were ejected from the Churchill suite 
into the WWII hall just outside. The organisation needs improvement.....I’m not one for unnecessary 
change through incompetence, however, it turned out to be a plus as we had more visitors than 
normal at the pitch which was on the main thoroughfare to the Tamiya Hall. 
It could have been worse, we could have had the new pitch Poole Vikings were moved to. 
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For Saturday we had Tony, Duncan, Mark and Paul displaying, and for Sunday, C team leader Luke was 
assisted by Karl, Chris, Phil, Lee and Malcolm. The Saturday set up consisted in the main of aircraft, 
with Marks large scale ship acting as a centrepiece. We backed this up with several car models. 
Sunday’s table was, as you can imagine a largely armour affair with several dioramas and tanks on 
show. Lee helped the balance with some bike and car models. I did notice a P47 on the table too.  

A hearty breakfast followed set up and then a visit to a trader where I knew WNW’s could be 
purchased....meanwhile back at the table things were busy and Tony’s stash reduction/WNW 
purchase fund was well underway. During the day we had visits from Andy James and Pat Camp. I did 
briefly see Len about but didn’t get a chance to chat. The two day format and increase in costs for 
displaying clubs meant there were less, and of note less traders than the October 2018 show. In 
particular MAN models weren’t there. I counted around 9 traders in total. The public footfall however 
on Saturday was very good, though reports from the Sunday crew said it was quiet again. 
As you would expect, purchases of varying costs were made and of note was the low price experienced 
in the museum shop for Tamiya acrylics. Just £1.85 per bottle was cheaper than any trader at the 
show. 

So, a good day for the Saturday team and the Sunday crew, who were welcomed with fewer visitors 
to chat to; one of the main reasons for displaying at any event. I would say though that the ones I 
spoke to were very enthusiastic about the display and what we had built and the team were busy most 
of the day fielding questions.   Many I’ve spoken to, once again would hope the museum sees sense 
and revert back to a one day format, which will help both clubs and traders in my view. 
We are planning to attend the September show here, though we may just display in the Saturday. 
We’ll keep you posted. 
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ANNUAL COMPETITION 2018 

The 2018 annual 

completion will 

be notable for 

two things in my 

mind. The 

quality of the 

entries and the 

shortage! Down 

on numbers 

from previous 

years, 

nonetheless, 

making an 

informed decision upon which model you would place your votes was still as difficult as it’s ever been. 

The 33 entries we had were great, with only a lack of ships and historical figures spoiling the flow. Our 

November meeting attracted a large number of members and the December Christmas meeting went 

further still. With the category winners announced, members voted for best in show and the John Cox 

Memorial Trophy winner for 2018. That honour went to Sean Summers, winning his first Best in Show 

with his superb 1/48th Tamiya F14. A worthy runner up and not too far behind in the voting was Luke 

with another great diorama Images Of War, and cementing a great year for model making for him, 

Sean also bagged third place with his 1/72 SU33 
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Thank you to everyone to took part in the contest, from voting and those that entered their own work. 
Also thanks go to Sean for helping to organise the competition nights and to Brian for running the 
raffle table.  I hope you enjoyed the occasion. Next competition will be the Airfix contest, held during 
the April main meeting. 

 
The John Cox Memoral Trophy Winner 2018- Sean Summers with his Tamiya F-14A 

THE FULL RESULTS 

Entry 
No 

Class Title Entrant 1st’s   

(3 PTS) 

2nd’s 

(2PTS) 

3rd’s 

(1PT) 

Total Placing 

AIRCRAFT 1/72ND SCALE AND BELOW 

1 C1 Hawkeye Chris Phillips II I IIIIIIII 16 COMM 

2 C1 Edelwiess Airbus Steve Hall  I II 4  

3 C1 Sunderland Mk1 Will Booth IIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIII IIIIII 54 2nd 

4 C1 SU33 Sean Summers IIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIII I 62 1st 

6 C1 Phantom FGA 1 Tony Adams II IIII IIIIIIIIIII 25 3rd 

AIRCRAFT ABOVE 1/72ND 

7 C2 Beech 18 Rob Lyttle  I I 3 7TH 

8 C2 DFW CV Dave Pogson IIII III IIIIII 24 COMM 

9 C2 Mosquito Richard Stewart IIII IIIIIIIII III 33 3RD 

10 C2 F14 Sean Summers IIIIIIIII IIIII IIIIIIII 45 1ST 

11 C2 D.H Mosquito MKVI Paul Adams II II II 12 5TH 

12 C2 Hurricane Brian Sampson   II 2 8TH 

13 C2 Sikorsky SH-3D Gray Sharpling IIIIIIII IIIII III 37 2ND 

14 C2 Mustang P51-D Tony Adams  II II 6 6TH 

MILITARY VEHICLES 
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15 C3 US Navy Tractors Gray Sharpling IIIII IIIIIII II 31 2ND 

16 C3 AEC Matador Mark Husband IIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIII III 63 1ST 

17 C3 T80 Chris Phillips IIIII IIIIII IIIIIIIII 31 3RD 

18 C3 BMP 3 Chris Phillips III  IIIII IIIIIIIIIIII 31  

FIGURES (NO ENTRIES) 

CIVILIAN VEHICLES 

19 C5 Honda CB750 Sean Summers IIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII II 38 2ND 

20 C5 Honda NSR250 Paul Adams IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IIII II 70 1ST 

21 C5 The Intrepid Explorer  Will Booth I IIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 31 3RD 

SHIPS (NO ENTRIES) 

DIORAMAS 

22 C7 Images of War Luke Hayes IIIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIII IIII 56 1ST 

23 C7 Hokkaido Type 74 Chris Phillips I IIIII IIII 17 COMM 

24 C7 Erika Luke Hayes IIIIIII IIII IIIIIIII 37 2ND 

25 C7 Time Out Karl Scammell IIIII IIIIII IIII 31 3RD 

26 C7 Road To Dunkirk Luke Hayes I I I 6  

27 C7 OP Askari Karl Scammell  II IIIII 9  

SCI-FI, FANTASY AND REAL SPACE 

28 C8 TIE Trio  Gray Sharpling IIIIIIIIIII IIIII II 45 1ST 

29 C8 SW Sandtrooper Gray Sharpling I IIIIII IIIIIIIII 24  

30 C8 Cookie Monster Ray Broadbent II II IIII 14  

31 C8 Athena Ray Broadbent IIIIIIIII IIIII IIIIIIII 40 2ND 

32 C8 Dragon Knight Will Booth IIII IIIIIIIII III 33 3RD 

MISCELLANEOUS 

33 C9 Mummy Dino Steve Lidstone IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII   78 1ST 

 

2018 JOHN COX MEMORIAL TROPHY RESULTS  

Entry No Class Title Entrant 1st’s   

(3 PTS) 

2nd’s 

(2PTS) 

3rd’s 

(1PT) 

Total Placing 

2018 JOHN COX MEMORIAL TROPHY RESULTS 

4 C1 SU33 Sean Summers IIII IIIIIIII III 29 3rd 

10 C2 F14 Sean Summers IIIII IIIII IIIII IIIIIII 47 1st 

16 C3 AEC Matador Mark Husband  IIIII IIII 14 5th 

- C4 NO ENTRY -      
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20 C5 Honda NSR250 Paul Adams II I IIIIII 14 Comm 

- C6 NO ENTRY -      

22 C7 Images Of War Luke Hayes IIIII III  IIIII III 6 IIII 44 2nd 

28 C8 TIE trio Gray Sharpling I  III 6 6th 

33 C9 Mummy Dino Steve Lidstone    - 7th 

THE CATEGORY WINNERS 

  

Sean Summers - Su-33 Sean Summers - F-14A 

  

Mark Husband - AEC Matador Paul Adams - Honda NSR250 

  

Luke Hayes - Images Of War Gray Sharpling – Tie Trio 

 

Steve Lidstone -Mummy Dino 
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AIRFIX 1/48 BEDFORD MWD   
BY PAT CAMP 

I had a (strange for me!) impulse to build a 
truck. I haven’t built one since I was a nipper, 
when I loved building 1/72 trucks and 
armour. I’ve actually got a few started and 
waiting for paint, so this is my first go at 
painting and weathering. I was not expecting 
anything notable as an outcome, but hoped 
to learn a few new things for the future. 

I certainly did fumble my way along and 
could have done things more systematically. 
However, I had a lot of fun with it, trying out 

different ideas to see how they worked out - and finding ways to patch up mistakes when it didn’t go 
as planned! Some things went well, others did not. I’m not sure 
I can take the end result seriously as a stand-alone model, but 
it will probably be okay if lost somewhere in a diorama! 

This is the kit….. 

I built the kit up into a number of sub-assemblies for painting. 
The only change I made was to the tank filling necks, replacing 
them with longer ones fashioned from plastic rod which was 
swaged over with the blade of a heated screwdriver to create 
the filling caps. The mudguards benefitted from thinning down 
along the edges. 

Airfix give a number of options in their kit for the cab and the 
body. I selected an early version with an open, canvas cab 
finished in a camouflage pattern of Humbrol 30 matt dark 
green over a base of 86 light olive (which I take to be Airfix’s 
selection for dark green No 4 over khaki green No 3). You can 
also build a version with an enclosed cab that was in 
production from 1943. I found this guide essential reading 

:  

http://www.mafva.net/other%20pages/Starmer%20camo.htm 

The sub-assemblies were undercoated in khaki green G3, based on Mike Starmer’s recipe in post 17 
of 

https://www.britmodeller.com/forums/index.php?/topic/235003445-british-khaki-green-no3-
colour-confusion/  (but using brown Humbrol 160 as I do not have H10), which was then made darker 
and sprayed over the parts to provide a dark undercoat to work from. Once the enamel paint had 
dried, it was given a couple of brush coats of Klear diluted 50% with water and tinted with some burnt 
umber acrylic to provide a glaze/wash, see http://barracudacals.blogspot.com/ 

However, I don’t think I made the colour strong enough so the wash effect was not really apparent, 
so I followed up with AK Interactive enamel wash AK075 for NATO vehicles and this worked nicely, 
despite it being my very first time of using it. I found it best to use as a pin-wash (rather than slapping 
it on all over) and then tidy up smudges with a brush moistened with thinners. 

 

 

Airfix’s Bedford MWD in 1/48 scale. 

 

Options for early and later versions are 
included. 

http://www.mafva.net/other%20pages/Starmer%20camo.htm
https://www.britmodeller.com/forums/index.php?/topic/235003445-british-khaki-green-no3-colour-confusion/
https://www.britmodeller.com/forums/index.php?/topic/235003445-british-khaki-green-no3-colour-confusion/
http://barracudacals.blogspot.com/
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The kit has a decent level of detail under the bonnet and the option is offered to have one bonnet half 
propped open so you can view it. There is also a separate hatch in the floor of the rear body to access 
the rear axle, so you could easily model the vehicle undergoing maintenance if you wished. I fitted the 
various engine parts into place and painted them up before they were lost from sight forever once the 
closed bonnet and side panels were glued into place. 

  

The bonnet side panels can also be omitted should 
you want to model your truck in a desert 

environment….. 

I found it necessary to trim back the top corners of the 
fire wall to get the rear of the bonnet to sit down fully. 

 

It was a test of dexterity to get the radiator front, bonnet top and sides lined up and without any 
problem gaps. I glued the bottom of the radiator piece to the chassis and then, before the glue had 
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set, fitted the bonnet top into place. Once all this was firm, I popped in the side panels so they abutted 
the bonnet and glued them into position. It left a small gap between the sides and the wheel arches, 
but not enough to concern me. If you follow the instructions - which have you glue the sides to the 
wheel arches before the bonnet - the gap would have been far more noticeable being between the 
sides and bonnet top. 

Next came the cargo body. I elected to go for the covered version, but parts are offered without. This 
was even more challenging to assemble, but everything worked out fine. Some filling and sanding was 
needed to lose the join lines. The front of the cargo body is also the rear of the cab, and it was not 
obvious to me from the instructions how it was to be positioned. However, all became clear once I 
tried assembling the cargo body onto the chassis. In fact, everything just clipped into place, which was 
ideal for the painting and weathering steps. 

  

I ground a relief into the ends to the rolled-up 
tarp. The dimples were painted dark earth 

before the part was glued into place. 

Some pre-shading was done by brush before the 
canvas parts were placed in position for 

airbrushing. 

The cab was masked using moistened kitchen roll. Some diluted PVA glue was applied over the outside 
to stiffen the covering. Some water was dripped on and allowed to soften the paper when the time 
came to remove it. 

The vehicle was airbrushed with the (undarkened) Dark Green No 3 mix mentioned above, with some 
gloss varnish added to produce a transparent tint which I find makes it easier to control the laying 
down of the paint over the pre-shading. It also results in a tougher paint surface. Humbrol 84 was 
added to lighten the mix and this was sprayed from above. 
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The Dark Green No. 4 stripes were brush painted. I do not have the Revell or Tamiya paints mentioned 
in the G4 recipes, so took to looking on-line for examples. Those I did find seemed to be striped with 
a less than dark green - possibly the not so often used Light Green G5. I found one photo (see below) 
- albeit colourised - and tried matching this from the paints in my stock. Suffice to say - my choice of 
tone for DG4 - is based on some flimsy information, so could easily be wrong. 

A dark wash with Klear was applied over the KG3 & DG4 paintwork.  
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The MAFVA note mentions that for 1940-41 the tilts were a light canvas colour painted over in the 
darker colour used - normally G3. Tilts could also be dyed Khaki Green No. 3 over which G4 might be 
painted. I used G4 for the stripes on my model - which is incorrect - but I thought it strange that the 
stripes would not be in the same colour as those on the body.  

I used Revell 89 enamel for the canvas colour. Humbrol 72 was used for shading and 121 for highlights. 
Folds were brushed in with acrylics. A simple wet palette was used to mix and blend the colours: some 
kitchen grease-proof paper laid over a dampened cleaning sponge cloth in a tupperware lid. Some 
acrylic flow improver and thinners were also added to the palette. 

The green stripes were outlined using a very weak acrylic paint. Silly Putty was used as a quick means 
of masking. Pre-shading was applied by brush before the green was airbrushed on, varying the depth 
of the colour to highlight and shade where appropriate. Problem was that the outlining paint was still 
visible so a lot of touching-in was needed.  

 

Acrylic paints and wet palette came out again for reinforcing the shading and lining in fabric folds 

.  
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The two seats in the cab were base coated with Citadel Kommando Khaki and highlighted with Citadel 
Flayed One Flesh. A darker shade tone was made by mixing yellow ochre with burnt umber and 
ultramarine blue. My attempts at reproducing the folds and so on in the seats and back were just 
about okay, but I would have liked to have done better. More practice needed! 

 

Some wear and tear was applied to the bodywork. Metal edges were picked out with dark grey and 
shiny bits with Citadel Boltgun Metal over this. I used Game Color 72.034 Bone White to show wood 
weathered where the paint had worn through. This was applied by fine brush. A white + yellow ochre 
mix was applied at the back edge of the cargo bed and edge of the folded down tailgate where it was 
exposed to boot damage and wear. This was good fun to do and I liked the outcome. 
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Weathering was done with pigments. I watched one or two videos on YOUTube before trying them 
out on the inward sides of the tyres. I ended up by putting a selection of coloured pigment onto my 
wet palette. These were mixed dry until I had the tones I wanted. Some water and Micro Set was 
added to obtain a thin slurry. I applied neat Micro Set for it to flow into the nooks and crannies and 
followed up with the pigment mix. The Micro Set held the pigment reasonably firmly. However, it was 
easy to overdo the effect, so having got caught out by this then proceeded with a lighter touch. I liked 
the results where the pigment had gone on like a wash, but not for wider surfaces. Maybe I should 
have sprayed on some matt varnish and then used the pigments dry? 

 

The two small windscreens had moulding defects that were small, curved ridges running diagonally. 
The ridges were scraped away and the surface polished. I used cutting polish applied with a chisel 
edged piece of clear sprue to restore the sheen without damaging the raised frame detail. The frames 
were given two coats of paint applied by brush without masking. They were superglued to the cab 
before the roof was put in place. 

The two small lamps on the mudguards have quite a big shrinkage hole in the lenses. I painted them 
Boltgun Metal and then used acrylic gel for the transparencies and it came out well. 
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Build time was three weeks - which is really fast for me (thanks to now being retired and having my 
own modelling area - hoorah!!) - and I enjoyed it a lot. I reckon I can cut a lot of time from this in future 
by doing things in a better order and having learnt more about weathering. My next projects are to 
finish a figurine and my 1/32nd TBF Avenger, which is a big project that will take me many more than 
3-weeks to do! 

 

AIRFIX DH88  
BY LES COOPER 

This model, I remember making 
many moons ago probably when 
it first came out in 1957 when I 
was 7 years old. It was pretty basic 
then and apart from the re-boxing 
and new decals it looks much the 
same, but have the years been 
kind!  

On opening the box you get the 
original sprues a nicely printed 
decal sheet with just the one 
option and the instructions, the 

back of the box shows you the colour scheme of overall red. 

I was not planning to use the decal option with the kit but a set from JBot decals (Canada) for ' The 
Burberry ' aircraft with a new colour 
scheme, but which one? Research 
had not given me any positive 
colours, JBot decals showed cream 
and blue and the new KP kit showed 
cream and red which I preferred. 

I had tried unsuccessfully to purchase 
a KP kit so the model would be done 
as the cream and blue offered by the 
JBot decals, so I duly ordered them 
from Canada and 7 days later they 
landed on the carpet.  

I decided early on that this would be 
done as an aircraft in flight, my 
reason being the undercarriage was 

 

Plenty of work needed on the fit 

 
 

JBOT Decals “The Burberry”  
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very basic and made the aircraft look very clumsy on the ground. My first job was removing all the 
parts from the sprues and there were some hefty gates to saw through and not damage the parts. I 
cut the blades from the spinners and stole two pilots from the new DH82 to replace the moulded on 
'blobs' on the kit. 

On closer inspection the years had not been kind to the moulds and I could see plenty of areas which 
were going to need extra work, the canopy being the most obvious, far too thick and much too long. 

Luckily I could use the canopy as a new drape mould for a replacement after reshaping to fit , this 
would not be the only reshaping that would be require as I progressed through the build . 

  

Unmodified canopy and canopy modified to be used as a drape mould  

Now I had a new canopy mould I proceeded to cut away the awful pilot heads and make a suitable 
opening for a cockpit tub to be added later on from plastic card for Mr 'C' and Betty . The fuselage was 
glued together and some tape used to close up the front which was a little out of shape. When the 
glue had set and the tape removed the join looked fine with just a small amount of filler required to 
smooth it down. The same cannot be said for the engine nacelles which would need a lot of filling and 
filing to shape. I glued these together and tried to get a reasonable flat join on the top as the 
underneath would not be as visible. The undercarriage opening required a plastic card filler and 
reshaping plus a new opening for the new wheel halves and the new metal tube exhaust.  

  

The awful fit of the engine nacelles  

When these had set I glued these to the wings checking fit and alignment then left them to set ready 
for more filler to be added later. 
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Using some thin plastic card I made a 
basic cockpit tub to be added after all the 
filling and sanding had been completed 
on the fuselage. A test fit of the two 
replacement figures a little filling was 
done to get them to sit straight and a 
couple of plastic shims just to get them to 
the right height. 

I glued some thick plastic card to the 
undercarriage openings as the shape of 
the kit parts looked wrong. I used filler on 
all the joint lines to make sure I would 
have a nice smooth finish eventually. I 
glued a section of plastic tube into the 
front of the nacelles where the spinner 

shafts would be located 
as again the moulding on 
one was non-existent! 

I packed the area around 
the shaft of the badly 
moulded nacelle with 
pieces of plastic, then a 
covering of filler which 
would be shaped when 
set. I added a piece of 
bent etched brass scrap 
to the front cooling duct 
as photos showed a 
prominent opening.  

Checking more photos showed the tail end of the nacelle protruding passed the trailing edge of the 
wing so a block of HD foam was glued to the back of the 
nacelle. I also added a shaped piece of plastic card 
under the front just in front of the wheel well, photos 
showed a shaped cowl there. I cut the tip off the 
fuselage and stuck a piece of clear sprue in its place 

ready for shaping to represent the light. Just 
outboard of each nacelle I glued a short length of 
plastic rod to represent the navigation lights and a 
long piece of metal rod for the Pitot tube. 

 

Fitting the figures into the modified cockpit 
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After sanding the HD blocks to shape a quick coat of 
paint to show up any problem areas and a test fit of 
the new wheel and fairing parts I had made earlier and 
it looked ok. 

I now glued the wings and tailplane in place making 
sure I had the correct dihedral which was left to set 
before some Milliput was added the wing fuselage 
join then with a wet finger it was basically shaped then 
left to harden. 

I'd already made several new acetate canopies and 

trimmed one to 
fit then used 
painted tape to 
replicate the 
frame. The 
horn balances 
are very 
noticeable so 
these were 
made from 
wire dipped in 
PVA then hung 
up so the glue gathered toward one end 
then added to the pre -drilled holes in 
the tailplane and rudder . A test fit of 
crew and canopy showed we were going 
in the right direction.  

We were now ready for the first 
undercoat. I use Wilkinson’s grey primer 
spray, it does a good job and dries nice 
and flat and quick. A check over and 
some more rubbing down had to be 
done before a second coat was applied. 

I was happy with the second primer coat 
so left that to dry before the first top 
coat could be sprayed. I had not decided 
which colour I would use but a 
suggestion from Bruce Leyland Jones on the Classic British kits site to look at Humbrol H71 Satin Oak 
which looked the right colour. Thanks Bruce. Anyway I now had to gee myself up to spray the model 
and I am rubbish at using an airbrush but it had to be done. I don't have the room to spray indoors so 
it's down the shed I go and on goes the first topcoat, colour looks good until I see not one but two 
runs. Told you I'm rubbish.  
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I knew it would be several days before I 
could deal with the runs so I tidied up the 
spinners before painting them with the 
Molotow liquid chrome pen. They looked 
a little over shiny but I liked them.   

When the first coat had hardened enough 
on the fuselage I cut the top off of the runs 

then using some wet n dry I smoothed 
down the runs. I was very fortunate that 
decals would be placed over these areas 
so that would help to camouflage my 
over enthusiastic spraying. 

 I was now ready for my 
second attempt with a 
second topcoat so back 
down the shed and a 
second coat was applied. I 
was very pleased with the 
colour but then the paint 
dried matt!!! Told you I was 
rubbish and a few choice 
words were said under my 
breath.  

I could not anticipate 
another trip down the shed 
so the decision was made 
to apply several coats of 
Klear to hopefully build up 

a shine, fingers crossed. I cracked on and added the two painted crew and canopy and test fitted the 
spinners. 

 

 

The spinners were “painted” with a Molotow liquid chrome pen 



The Romsey Modeller - January / February 2019 

 
 

22 

22 

I apply one coat of Klear before I could started adding the decals which laid down well with a little 
Microsol. 

The remainder of the decals went down without any problems apart from the cowling flashes which I 
had to cut shorter due to my rescribing of the vents slightly in the wrong place and also to big. After 
they had settled down two more coats of clear were added over a couple of days and happily a nice 
sheen built up. 

I did shorten the spinners as they looked to long before giving them another coat of chrome then 
gluing into place. The base is a thick sheet of plastic card with the Perspex rod glued and pinned into 
the base and a metal pin allows the model to sit on top of the rod. 

In conclusion this was quite a challenge but the end result I think is very pleasing. To finish off a 
homemade decal of the Burberry logo will be added to the base at some point.  

I'm glad to say I was able obtain the KP kit so the cream and red finish aircraft will be displayed 
alongside this model one day. 
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PHOTOS OF THE COMPLETED MODEL 
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KITASTROPHIK KOGITATIONS     

BY GRAY SHARPLING 

Happy New Year!  I must admit that it feels good to be back at the bench and actually completing 
models at, for me at least, a reasonable rate.  Purely on numbers of kits both started and finished, if 
one ignores kit size and complexity (or should that be simplicity), then 2018 was one of my most 
productive modelling years since I  

 JAKKU JUNKYARD PART 1 

BANDAI 1/144TH STAR WARS MILLENNIUM FALCON (“THE FORCE AWAKENS” VERSION)  

As mentioned at the 
end of the January 
2018 issue of 

Kitastrophik 
Kogitations, I was a 
youngster; and 
certainly my most 
productive modelling 
year since I re-started 
the hobby in 2011.  I 
seem to be able to find 
(i.e.: allowed by the 
C.O.) a little more time 
for modelling recently, 
plus as a bonus my 
stash-shelves are 
getting slowly cleared 

of boxes. 

I started this project with the intention of finishing it in time for the February issue of our club 
magazine.  Unfortunately, I didn’t find the hoped-for time over Christmas to make as much progress 
as I had originally intended.  So it has extended into a two-part build.  This is part 1, you’ll have to wait 
until the April issue to see how it finally comes out. 

I thought that perhaps I ought to actually build one of the four (!) Millennium Falcon’s I have in my 
stash at the moment.  This is one of the two “baby” Falcon’s I own in 1/144th scale.  Not to be confused 
with the huge, and epic, 1/72nd scale “Perfect Grade” version of the Falcon that Bandai released at the 
end of 2017.  I’m certainly not confident enough in my meagre modelling skills to try and tackle that 
ambitious of a build yet, that’s for sure!  This was ample for me to consider embarking upon right now.  
For the (small) scale, it is an extremely detailed and intricate kit.  Although coming from Bandai, I knew 
up-front that the fit and engineering would be nigh-on perfect. 

This particular kit was a new mould released in 2015.  The other 1/144th Falcon I own is the classic Fine 
Molds version from 2010; almost the last Star Wars kit Fine Molds made before they lost the licence.  
Although the two kits are supposed to be the same scale, it is evidently a fairly arbitrary scale, as the 
two kits are actually slightly different sizes - the Bandai being a little larger.  But you have to sit the 
two right next to each other to really notice the difference. 
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Bandai to the left, Fine Molds to the right.  Both supposedly 1/144th scale? 

To my mind, there are now, with the release of the new “Solo” movie, four main versions of the 
Millennium Falcon.  Strictly speaking, there are other minor differences between Falcon versions, 
depending on which of the several studio models was being filmed at any given time, but you need to 
be a real rivet-counter to spot them.  So these are the obvious main variants: 

 Mk.1 - From the original “A New Hope” movie with three landing gear.  It is this version that Bandai 

have modelled in their 1/72nd “Perfect Grade” kit. 

 Mk.2 - From “The Empire Strikes Back” and “Return of the Jedi”.  As the mk.1 but with five landing 

gear and additional lighting detail.  It is this version that Fine Molds released in both 1/72nd and 

1/144th scales. 

 Mk.3 - From “The Force Awakens” and “The Last Jedi”.  As the mk.2 but with a rectangular radar 

dish (the original circular one having been knocked off by Lando at the end of “Return of the Jedi”), 

and additional side-wall “greebly” detailing.  It is this version that Bandai released in 1/144th scale, 

and the one I am making here. 

 Mk.0 - From the new “Solo” movie, and aesthetically my least favourite.  With a new escape-pod 

thingy between the front loading mandibles, sleeker hull-plating, folding radar dish, smaller belly 

and dorsal canons, a factory-fresh paint job, and many other minor changes to indicate the Falcon 

when it was brand new.  Strangely, this version also has five landing gear, which breaks Star Wars 

continuity, but that’s a whole other topic of discussion… 

Construction started with the cockpit, but slightly out of sequence, I also build the two little gun turrets 
at the same time.  References showed the cockpit and turrets as mainly black, with lots of lights for 
the controls, and a smattering of light-grey and other coloured panels.  I wasn’t lighting this kit at all - 
it was meant to be powered-down awaiting Rey and Finn after all - so that meant the cockpit and gun 
turrets would be just “coal-hole” pits of blackness if I didn’t change things slightly.  So this fact, plus 
following the school of thought that says the smaller the thing it, the lighter the colour to paint it to 
keep it looking in-scale, I sprayed the supposedly black areas of the cockpit and turrets in XF63 German 
Grey instead.  Then I hand-painted the light-grey panels XF19 Sky Grey, and dry-brushed white to catch 
the controls etc.  The front cockpit seats are a sort of buff coloured leatherette, as are the door 
surround panels, but I didn’t go to town as, like the TIE Fighters, once the glass was in place, I knew it 
would be all but invisible anyway.  But I know it’s there, I was pleased enough with the results, and it 
gives the right impression, which is all that is needed/visible at this tiny scale.  The four-man cockpit is 
no bigger than my thumb after all! 
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Cockpit parts painted and coming together.  You can just see the Tamiya Extra-Thin bottle behind for scale.  The 

end-result is little bigger than my thumb. 

Next up, and again slightly out of sequence from the instructions, was the boarding ramp and the 
undercarriage.  These were separate plug-in modules so that, if you wanted, you could swap-out the 
parts and have the ramp and undercarriage posed up for an in-flight model.  Neat!  But for this build, 
I was planning to display it in the landed configuration, so I replaced the supplied solid-plastic landing 
gear baffles (no idea what function they actually perform, but that is what everybody calls them) with 
the photo-etch perforated ones from GreenStrawberry.  The only trick with the landing gear is to make 
sure you get the feet the right way round - the raised “toe” should be at the front.  I also scratch-built 
some dangling pipes - that are obvious in pictures of the Falcon’s landing gear - by adding simple loops 
of wire scavenged from an old SCART lead.  Strictly speaking, these are actually supposed to be 
“corrugated” pipes, like vacuum-cleaner hoses, but at this tiny scale I couldn’t figure out how to model 
that effect, so I just left the wires as-is. 

  
Boarding ramp painted ready for assembly. 

 
Greenstrawberry’s photo-etch replacement 

landing gear baffles. 

  
Landing gear assembled. Painted with the scratch-build pipe-work.  Can you spot the 

deliberate mistake?  One pad is backwards… 

My only complaint with the model’s detail, which has to be seen to be believed - especially at this tiny 
scale - is that Bandai had chosen to model the ship in almost pristine condition; unlike their 
magnificent “perfect Grade” 1/72nd scale kit.  The Falcon has some well-known battle-damage that 
was missing on this smaller version.  So I dug out my Tamiya Handy Router (see the January 2017 issue 
of The Romsey Modeller) and, with a 2mm drill bit, had some fun re-creating gouges and craters in 
the smooth plastic, simulating the laser-hits shown in my references. 
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Unbelievable amount of fine detail at this tiny scale. Painted and with a wash to bring-out the detail. 

  
Docking-rings - just fantastic detail. 

 
Carving out the battle damage with my Tamiya Handy 

Router.  Laser-blast hits by the radar dish mount. 

  
More battle damage top-side… …and on the underside too. 

  

Other upgrades were to replace the solid-plastic radar-dish-mount with a multi-part photo-etch one 
from GreenStrawberry.  Plus the 
solid-plastic engine vents were 
replaced with photo-etch grills, 
making the fans beneath just-
about visible.  Bandai had 
obviously thought this would be a 
much-wanted upgrade, as 
otherwise they wouldn’t have 
bothered moulding the fans at all, 
since the kit-supplied solid-plastic 
grills hide them completely.  The 
photo-etch grills came in four 
parts each - from bottom to top - 
spacer-ring, grill, grill-cross-
members, and top detail-ring. 

Possibly rashly, I decided to have another go at “Black-Basing” when painting this model, as it seems 
to be All-The-Rage™ right now; superseding pre-shading as The way to paint your models these days.  

 

Engine fans.  Top row showing the detail as supplied, which would be 

completely hidden by the kit’s solid grills, and the bottom row showing 

the lovely four-part Greenstrawberry photo-etch grills. 
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I used Halfords Black Primer as my starting point, and as a primer, it seemed to be very good.  At first-
spray however, I thought I might have made a big mistake, as it seemed to have the much-feared 
“orange peel” texture.  But my fears proved un-founded.  As it dried, it self-levelled very nicely, giving 
a lovely smooth finish, and it dried quite quickly too, which was a plus.  My only “issue” was that, as I 
was using the primer straight from the rattle can, I was doing it outside in the garden on the patio, 
and half-way through I dropped the can!  The spray-cap broke, along with the syphon tube, 
immediately making that can completely un-usable.  So I had to make a special trip out to Halfords to 
buy a second can just to finish priming this one model, even though the first can was virtually brand 
new!  Harrumph! 

  
Maintenance pits on one front mandible.  I am still 

staggered by the detail even now. 
Masked and primed with Halford’s Black Primer. 

 

 
First layer of paint over the primer, trying to give the “marble coat” that will act to break-up the next layer to 

give the variation effect to the finish. 

What colour to paint the Falcon is another of those subjective points that can get Falcon-aficionado’s 
hot under the collar!  Depending on lighting, it can look anywhere from almost white to quite a dark-
ish medium grey colour.  The actual filming models were not identical in this either, so one has to 
choose ones sources carefully.  I decided to go with what it looked like, to my eyes, on screen, in the 
scene I was going to try to represent.  Since, in this case, I was planning to try and recreate something 
vaguely similar to the Jakku Junkyard scene, where she is sitting in the blazing sun in the middle of a 
desert, I went with Vallejo 71119 White-Grey.  I had made myself some samples of all my Vallejo paints 
on the back of plastic spoons, and this colour looked closest to my reference photos for the ships’ base 
colour (she has many subtle, and not-so-subtle, contrasting other-colour panels - more on that later).  
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Despite the name, 71119 actually looked more like a cream-colour than a pale-grey to my eyes, which 
given the desert-setting seemed about right.  It’s all very understated and subjective, but white would 
have been too stark, and grey too dark.  And the original 5-foot filming model was actually a pale 
cream-like colour, and not a pale-grey as many people seem to think.  Strangely, the smaller the filming 
model, the darker the original model-makers seemed to paint her? (The smallest “studio model” was 
actually little bigger than a 10p-piece!) 
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ACADEMY 1/35 M966 TOW MISSLE CARRIER  
BY KARL SCAMMELL   

 

Having recently 
completed a Land 
Rover RSOV by 
Hobbyboss, this kit is 
also based on a utility 
vehicle conversion, in 
this case the Humvee. 
The RSOV was a 
straight out of the box 
build, however, with 
this kit I plan to set it 
into a small diorama 
showing a USMC 
Humvee on operations 
in Iraq.  

 

BACKGROUND 

The Humvee is a family of light four-wheel drive utility vehicles widely used by the US military from 
the 1980’s through to the present day. The vehicles are manufactured by AM General and numerous 
variants have been produced fulfilling a multitude of roles. The M966 has a 36-inch weapon ring 
attached to the roof which the launcher is attached to and is also supported by a floor mounted 
pedestal. It has the capacity to carry six TOW rounds internally which are loaded/unloaded through 
the rear cargo door. 

BUILD 

The build sequence starts with 
assembling the chassis, wheel 
axles and suspension.  The gear 
box is then mounted to the 
chassis, followed by the drive 
shafts. Once these components 
are in place, the chassis 
assembly is fitted to the bottom 
of the floor pan, followed by the 
fuel tank and exhaust system. 
The kit allows you to build either 
the version operated by the US 
Army or the USMC. The 
differences between the two 
versions are primarily with the exhaust system and air breather to account for amphibious operations 
undertaken by the USMC.   

With the ‘underfloor’ components fitted, the next stage is to assemble the cab starting with the lower 
side panels and completing the front bulk-head. Various internal components such as the radio rack, 
speakers, dashboard, steering wheel and gear lever were then fitted. The wind shield should locate 
onto the side panels and the front bulk head although there was approximately a 1mm gap between 
the windshield and the bulkhead. This gap would be hidden by the bonnet, so it wasn’t a concern. 
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The doors and bonnet were then fitted, 
followed by adding a missile storage rack 
in the rear storage area.  Prior to gluing 
the roof into position, I fitted the driver 
into his seat, then the roof and rear 
hatch which would be shown partly 
open. I did have some issues in aligning 
the roof but with a bit of manipulation I 
managed to get it into its final position. 
With the roof on, the last jobs were to fit 
the TOW launcher into the mounting 
and fit the rear aerials. 

  
Doors on. Wheels on. 

.

 
Rear stowage 

 
Initial stages of cab construction. 
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PAINTING 

For this build I decided to spray the individual panels and then assemble as I progressed with the build, 
thereby avoiding the need to subsequently mask the windows. For the primer I used Tamiya Light Sea 
Grey (XF-25) with the base coat being Vallejo Model Air 71.027 Light Brown. The two-colour disruptive 
pattern was Vallejo Model Colour 70.893 US Dark Green and Tamiya Rubber Black XF-85. With the 
paint scheme complete, I placed the decals into position, the carrier film did seem a touch on the 
heavy side, followed by an initial coat of acrylic matt lacquer. After allowing the lacquer 24 hours to 
fully dry, I applied Flory Models Black wash which I then selectively removed as appropriate. In terms 
of pigments, I used the following combination of 60% Mig Beach Sand, 40% AK Middle East Soil and 
Tamiya X20A thinners applied using an airbrush, allowed to dry and then blended into the surface with 
a stiff brush. A final coat of acrylic matt lacquer was then sprayed over all the surfaces. 

 
Humvee painted awaiting decals and weathering. 

 FIGURES 

The figures were a combination of the ones supplied with the kit, Tamiya’s US Modern Infantry, 
Masterbox Iraq Checkpoint and Meng Middle Easteners for the civilians.  The driver and TOW operator 
were the kit figures and the vehicle commander who would be shown outside of the vehicle was from 
the Tamiya set. I wanted to show the commander looking for targets with a pair of binoculars, however 
somewhat surprisingly there are no actual modern US infantry figures available in this pose. Therefore, 
it was a case of making the best with what I had available. To create some interest at the front of the 
scene I wanted to show the troops interacting with some civilians.  
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The figures were painted thus: - 

 Combats, helmet. Base; Tamiya Buff XF-57 with Desert Yellow, Flat Earth and Dirty White for 
the disruptive pattern. 

 Boots. Tamiya Desert Yellow XF-59. 

 Pouches, webbing. Tamiya Khaki XF-49. 

 Skin. Vallejo Model Colour 70.815 Basic Skin Tone, 70.955 Flat flesh, 73.204 Flesh wash. 

 Civilians: - Variety of acrylics. 

 
I then applied a black wash over the painted clothes to create some contrast, followed by an acrylic 
matt lacquer and then some dust pigment as detailed above. 

BASE. 

For the base I intend to sit the vehicle on a rough tarmac road in front of a tall concrete wall to give a 
bit of height to the scene. 

I started first by rough cutting a piece of cork sheet out which would act as the base for the road. For 
this diorama, I thought instead of making my own tarmac and earth using plaster I would try a couple 
of products supplied by Mig and AK. For the tarmac surface I used Mig’s Acrylic Asphalt, the benefit of 
using this product is that you do not have subsequently paint the surface as it is already coloured. 

  

Cork base for road. Mig Acrylic Asphalt 

It consists of a thick paste which you apply with a spatula over the cork. As it starts to dry you can then 
apply water to the surface which removes any raised areas left behind by the spatula (of course if you 
want a particularly rough surface you can leave any raised area in place.) 
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Applying the asphalt and the ‘smoothing’ process. 

Once dry, I then applied a diluted acrylic light grey to the outer edges and centre of the road which is 
often slightly lighter in colour due to dust build up. With the road complete I then started to apply the 
AK Light Earth product to the surrounding areas. This is applied slightly differently. Initially, two thin 
coats of were applied to the surface with a spatula to act as a key for the subsequent final coat that 
was applied by brush.  

  
Mig Acrylic Light Earth Applying the final coat. 

After the first couple of thin coats were applied, I then placed a concrete wall in place behind the 
Humvee to give the diorama some height. This wall was created using a suitably sized piece of blue 
foam to which I applied a plaster screed, to represent the concrete. Once the plaster had dried, I 
sprayed an acrylic dirty concrete paint onto the wall surfaces, followed by a Flory Brown wash which 
once dried was selectively removed. 
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With the final thicker 
coat of the earth product 
applied I then sprinkled a 
variety of stones onto the 
surface to create rough 
stony surface and as the 
surface dried ‘dabbed’ a 
sponge onto the surface 
to further roughen the 
surface. 

  

 

 

 

  

Stone mix. Roughing the surface 

A very fine sand mix was then applied to the centre and edges of the road using a diluted pva solution 
as an adhesive for it. The problem with the Light Earth product, is once dried it is a very uniform colour 
which as we know is not really an accurate representation of a terrain. Therefore, I diluted some 
Tamiya Buff by approximately 70% and then applied this to depressions in the surface and immediately 
adjacent to the road edge to create some contrast with the surface. Next, was to add some grass tufts 
in various places, followed by various items of rubbish scattered randomly across the base. The last 
job was to apply some oil staining to the road surface using the Mig Product, Oil/Grease stain mixture 
and that was the build complete.  

In terms of the landscaping products I trialled, I was impressed with the Mig Asphalt product in terms 
of ease of use and effect given. Although the AK product was equally easy to use, the final effect was 
less effective. 

  

 

The wall. 
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PICTURES 
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GASPATCH 1/48 HENSCHEL HS123 A1  
BY TONY ADAMS 

It’s fair to say that I probably wouldn’t have 
acquired this model if I hadn’t won it at the 
Tangmere show last year in their excellent raffle. 
However on getting home and inspecting the 
contents of the well prepared box I was won over 
and it rapidly was promoted to the top of my build 
list. 

The package is lovely, the box and artwork ooze 
quality, inside are a set to really well detailed 
sprues , on closer inspection I was bowled over on 
the intricate injection moulded parts , this is done 

as well if not better than the majority of the establish brands.  

Along with the plastic, was some photo etch, masks for the windscreen, well printed decals and a 
lovely put together instruction booklet in full colour that showed photos of the completed build 
stages, which is so useful. 

I had hoped this would be a relatively quick build (I was 
to be disappointed for reasons that will become clear 
later) that would get the modelling juices running again 
after the slog that was my 1/32 Mosquito.  

So to the work bench. First off as normal, the cockpit. The detail in here is outstanding, possibly the 
best oob detail I have seen in this scale.  

The cockpit consisted on numerous part supplemented but etch and decal details. The one criticism I 
have of the model is the plastic is very hard which made cleaning up some of the tiny moulded parts 
a time consuming a tricky process ( there was a constant danger of parts being “pinged” when holding 
them with tweezers. ) 

Once cleaned up most parts were primed with black Mr Surfacer ( I was planning to black base 
everything!) . 

 

The contents of the box 

 

"A page from the instruction booklet ( 
available on Gaspatch’s website showing 

it’s superb layout 
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The base for the cockpit was RLM02 , for which I used the Mr Color offering.  

There were a number of cockpit instrument panels that needed detail painting before individual dial 
decals were applied along with numerous etch handles and knobs. It was intricate work but hugely 
enjoyable and the results were impressive. Dial were sealed with a glob of future before a dark wash 
was applied to bring out the detail. After a couple of evening’s work I had some very realistic looking 
assembles completed  

 

The main fuselage parts were black based before spraying RLM02 (Mr Hobby H63)  

 

Some of the cockpit assemblies alongside the radial engine 
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I was very pleased with progress but then disaster struck, on returning to my work bench I discovered 
that a bottle of superglue had  leaked onto the my work surface and now glued firmly to my desk was 
the port fuselage! 

I manage to chip it free and attempted to remove the glue using debonder , scalpels and desperation, 
nothing worked , this model could be heading for the bin! The decide to contact Gaspatch and see if 
they could help, after telling them my tale of woe they immediately agreed to ship me a replacement 
fuselage part FoC , two weeks later a package landed on my doormat and it was game on again ( Thank 
you Gaspatch for wonderful customer service). 

  
A lot of swearing was happening as I took this picture! Salivation from Greece 

While I was waiting for the part to arrive I started Eduard’s 1/48 Gloster Gradiator with I will write up 
in the next issue of the magazine, from this point I was built both kits in parallel. 

I quickly painted the new fuselage part before taking some interior shots and gluing the fuselage 
together and consigning the majority of the detail to darkness for the rest of time! 
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The fit was generally superb and well thought out barely any seem filling was necessary as I completed 
the assembly of the fuselage and lower wings. Once complete Mr Surfacer primer was sprayed to all 
surfaces. 

  

The front of the fuselage is made up of a number of 
parts but this caused no issues 

The limited view of the cockpit from above 
 

THE ENGINE 

Before I could get on and paint the model I had to assemble the engine and exhaust system. Again the 
instructions were brilliant providing great photos of what you should be trying to achieve. The parts 
were sprayed semi-gloss black before being dry brushed with silver and steel (Mr Hobby). The exhausts 
were a little tricky to get right and in end it didn’t matter too much as so little is visible when the 
engine cowling is in place. 

 

 

 

The instructions for the engine My facsimile of the instructions 
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The cowling was made up of three 
pieces, the fit was very precise with the 
cylinders actually having to locate 
inside the bulges in the cowl. A small 
amount of filler was required to bridge 
a small gap between two of the parts. 

PAINTING 

The kit contained 5 schemes, I almost 
went for a Russia 1944 green / green 
scheme for simplicity but decided that 
a pre-war three colour camouflage 
option what more interesting. 

It took a bit of research to find colour 
matches to the paints I had but 
eventually went for 

RLM61 Dark Brown H406 

RLM62 Green  XF-65 

RLM63 Light Grey XF-25 

RLM65 Light Blue H67 

I scanned the instructions and scaled the page to 
give a 1:1 fit of the model. Each colour area was 
cut out. 

I started with the undersides and using my now 
standard black basing techniques produces a 
nicely mottled effect using Mr Hobby H67. I 
masked off the area before turning to the lightest 
of the top colours again using the black basing 
technique. At the time I thought the colour was 
too dark, certainly compared to the instructions, 
but my sources (IPMS Stockholm) are rarely wrong 
so I soldered on.  

Once dry I use the paint mask to guide me in 
placing masking tape to create the camo pattern.  

This took some time. I resprayed the unmasked 
area black ( so there was no difference at the 
edges) before spraying Tamiya XF-65 for the Green 
area. Once dry I added further masking before 
spraying the Dark brown using Mr Color H406 ( 
Chocolate).When I removed the masking I wasn’t 
happy with the result the grey was far too dark , 
there didn’t see much contrast between the 
colours. I decided to bite the bullet and respray the 

grey, this meant I had to repeat the masking, this time covering the Green and Brown areas. As the 
grey was so dark I didn’t bother spraying black. I selected a grey for what looked to a match for the 
instructions (XF-22) and resprayed. After removing the masks I was happy. 

 

 

The aircraft I depicted – 6 Staffelm groupe St.G 
165 1937-28 
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The starting pont for painting , black Mr Surfacer primer  
 
 

The bottom colour was painted and masked before the first 
colour (light grey) was added. I thought at the time the grey 

looked too dark, but I pressed on. 

  

Pro masking skills were needed to create the splinter effect 
 

Once the second colour was added ( green ) more masking was 
required 

 

 

All done , but I was unhappy with the light grey Back to masking – ready to respray the light grey 

  

There rest of the build went pretty much to plan. The decals went on without issue, the wheel 
sponsons were added using the supplied cardboard alignment tool. I added a panel wash and matt 
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varnish before fitting the top wing. The only rigging required was a couple of wires across the 
interplane struts , not too much of a trail  using easy line. Once the bombs and drop tank were painted 
and glued in place the model was done. 

This kit produced a fantastic model , that is easy to assemble and striking in appearance , I am looking 
forward to see what Gaspatch release next. 
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THE IRON CROSS  
BY LUKE HAYES 

So the New Year had started and the modelling mojo had died off as I had been stuck on a build for 
too long. February arrived and still no models had been finished, while looking on many Facebook 
groups seeing that a lot of people had finished 1 if not 2 builds 
…. What to do???? 

A phone call from “Trademark Mark” ended with him buying an 
old Tamiya kit to get a set of tracks, the rest of the kit needed a 

good home. Well naturally I 
offered to make room for it, 
so along came a club night 
and the kit was duly handed 
over 

Once back in the model shed 
I looked at the kit and I 
remembered seeing a photo of the same type of tank knocked out 
in Stalingrad  

This seemed to wake up the modelling mojo as it would allow the 
kit to be built with no tracks, knocked out and with soil thrown up 
around it from shell impacts. The only issue was the turret was to 
be open and this kit only offered an empty carcass. So after 
rummaging in the spares box, I came out with a complete T34 
turret with interior plus some spare T34 tracks - great!! 

 

  

Spare tracks The source of the turret 

Then I thought “Ahh.. I don’t have any instructions for the turret or many toothed track links, what to 
do?”  

To get more track links, I set about making a master to cast them. This was done by mounting two 
links on a strip of plastic card and bridging to the tooth with a bit of plastic, this would allow air to 
escape when pouring the resin and allow both sides of the tooth to be cast . 
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New cast track links One of the reference sources 

I found a book on the T34 with lots of very clear views of the inside of the turret that allowed me to 
identify kit parts and know what they were and where they went. I also used another book that 
contained the picture of the knocked out tank, which was also a great book for details of the T-34. I 
was going to change the turret type from a 1943 to a 1942 variant, a quick look at my references and 
I found that the turret would be ok for the hull I was going to use … none of that easy Wingnut rubbish 
here ….. 

Now with it all coming together it was time to start the base and kit  

I normally start with the kit build first which allows me to get to a point that to gauge the size of base 
needed for the diorama. With this done I cut some blue foam with a hot wire to get the basic 
groundwork, this was then glued with PVA to the wood base and then the shape was worked into the 
foam. 

 

  

Basic construction underway 
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With this done, I added some German figures to try and show the closeness and ferociousness of the 
fighting on the Eastern front  these came from the Master box range. 

 
 

The Master Box German figures  Premlinary mock up of the diorama placement 

The heads would be swapped out for some from the Hornet Heads range later.  

The tank was then painted with a mix of Tamiya field grey as a base coat before AK real colour 4bo 
with some faded olive drab was over sprayed. A dry thin tan filter from MIG was washed over the hull 
and turret well. While this was still damp, I added Tamiya’s panel liner, both black and dark brown to 
all the details such as bolts, weld seams and hatches  

  

The tank base painted , with initial washes 

Any over painting would be cleaned up when dry. The 
tires were then painted and what tracks that were 
needed were fitted. 

The tank was then fitted and glued to the base to allow 
the groundwork to be added around it. This was done 
in the same way that I showed in the demo I gave at 
the club recently. A mix of pigment, resin plaster and 
grit was mixed up dry and then a small amount of 
water was added to fit it and blend it together. 

That’s as far as I have got for now to be continued… 

 

Groundworks started 
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TRIUMPH HERALD –  STEAM PUNK STYLE 
BY STEVE LIDSTONE 

One evening, being between modeling projects, I had 
a mental aberration and decided to build something 
totally off the wall. Just fancied something steam 
punk.  So, sitting in my stash was an Airfix starter kit of 
a Triumph Herald, and in my odds and ends store a 
load of left over bits from other kits. Now if ever a car 
needed a bit of improvement it was the Triumph 
Herald, so I decided to go for it. 

 

Discarding the engine and front suspension, 
which was the bit the Triumph designers got 
right, and using the back end, which should have 
have got them sacked for gross incompetence, I 
decided that steam power was the answer.  A 
wine bottle cork found lying around in the 
kitchen turned out to be about the right size and 
shape to make a boiler. 

 

Offering up the wine bottle cork to the Herald body 

I learned later that technically a vertical boiler would have been a better solution, but then I'm not a 
steam engine expert and this isn't supposed to be a working model anyway. 

The cork only needed a bit of surgery to fit, and I cut a short length of dowel for a funnel, then coated 
the cork with filler to give a smoother surface.  Painted matt black with some brass bands made from 
strips of redundant business card it started to look the part. 

 

 

 

Special offer from The Works last year 

 

Assorted unused bits from previous projects, in the end I 
didn't use the bits from the Smer Neiuport, so all the 

plastic in it came from Airfix 
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Cork carved to fit, funnel fitted, and the first application of surface smoothing 

 

So, the next question, is where does the fuel for this steam engine come from ?  The obvious answer 
is a coal bunker.  I briefly considered a trailer/tender, but decided that would make the stoker's job a 
little too difficult and that the bunker 
needed to be built in.  Fortunately the 
Airfix WW1 tank kits contain all the 
parts needed to make either a “male” 
or “female” version, so among the 
relics from past projects I had pair of 
female sponsons.  Cutting the tops off 
the sponsons and putting the bottoms 
together I found I had a quite 
respectable looking coal bunker that 
fitted on the Herald's boot lid. 

One of the main features of any steam 
punk construction is complex and 
unintelligible bits and bobs hanging off 
every surface, so this is where the bits 
left over from an Airfix Handley Page 0/400 came in.  I built the bomber sitting on the ground without 
any bombs, so they were all left over, and the big one had some nice riveting features along it that 
nicely fitted with the steam punk theme.  Coat hanger wire, cut and bent to shape, made convincing 
looking steam pipes. 

To decorate the top of the funnel I used the back end of an 0/400 engine nacelle.  If you're wondering 
why it didn't finish up on the back of one of the 0/400's engines, the answer is a long story involving 
the carpet monster and a 3D printer. 

 

 

WW1 tank sponsons modified to make a boot extension for 
coal storage 
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For the interior I kept the driver's seat in the 
normal position but moved the passenger 
seat rearwards to allow the stoker room to 
shovel coal from the bunker to the firebox, 
which  I imagined being in the passenger 
footwell.  This led to the decision that the 
interior needed some coal.  After a couple of 
false starts I found that the best answer was 
real coal, or to be more precise, a piece of 
Home Bargains smokeless fuel modified 
using a large hammer and a pair of pliers (I  
should mention here how fortunate I am to 
be married to a very tolerant lady). 

 

 

 

The first pile of coal in front of the stoker's seat. 

I made a flap to cover the back of the bunker, where coal is loaded in at the steam punk motorway 
services, using a piece of card held in place by a wire running back into the cab (lockable fuel filler ?).  
Some coal poking out of the top created the impression of an overfilled bunker with the flap not fully 
closed.  Ready for a long trip no doubt.  More coal was added inside cascading down over the back 
seat behind the driver.  

For exterior adornment I went with 
a metallic green, copper and bare 
steel colour scheme, all the paints 
were from from Games Workshop 
with suitably lurid names.  The roof 
was decorated using halves of the 
small bombs from the Handley 
Page 0/400, with their fins 
removed.  I added some thin wire 
“pipes” into them as an 
afterthought, so they looked as if 
they had some sort of purpose.  
The seats were finished in red and 

 

Starting to get some paint on, and preparing the side 
features, ex 0/400 bomb with coat hanger wire “pipes” 

 

Sub assemblies coming together, including a steam punked 
dashboard with a brass steering wheel and an extra instrument 
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black and the floor was given a mucky steel look.  As a final touch I added a shovel for the stoker, made 
from thin wire and card. 

 

  

Sub assemblies coming together, including a steam punked 
dashboard with a brass steering wheel and an extra instrument 

The interior completed and about to be glued into the 
body 

It was at this point that I realised the doors couldn't be opened so I decided not to put any glass in the 
windows, that way the super agile crew could get in and out more easily. 

The next issue was wheels, the original Herald wheels were too small and spindly for this beast of a 
vehicle so I started looking round for something better.  After a couple of blind alleys, including an 
attempt at scratch building using sliced water pipe, I came across a toy tractor at a card boot sale, it 
was mine for 20p and provided four substantial wheels.  The front pair were mounted further forward 
than the original suspension, on the foremost chassis member.  The rear pair were attached in line 
with where the Triumph designers placed their inadequate substitute for rear suspension, but outside 
the bodywork. 

 

Starting to add steam pipes made from bent coat hanger wire to the boiler and thin wire to 
the roof pods 
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More wire of various thickness’s was 
used to make the boiler look more 
attached and the whole system more 
complicated.  An extra chassis member 
on each side was constructed Herald kit 
sprues to cover the old front 
suspension.  Finally a mini cow catcher 
style front bumper was formed by 
cutting and bending the Herald's front 
grill and mounted on the end of a cut 
down cocktail stick. 

For a display base I used a slice off an old 
log (chain saws are frighteningly 
addictive) and covered it with model 
railway grass mat enhanced with a 
spattering of static grass. 

The final result is far from the finest 
model you'll ever see and there are a 
few things that I probably should have 
done differently, but against that it no-
one knows how many rivets there 
should have been anyway.  The main thing is that it was a lot of fun, and that's the whole point of a 
hobby isn't it? 

 

The beast finished 

 

  

 

Wheels fitted, lots of pipes around the boiler area, and a front 
bumper 
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CLUB DIARY 2019 

2019 

February 20th   Late Club Night February 16th /17th Bovington Model Show -Early 

March 6th    

March 20th   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night (Photo Night) 

March 23rd  Yeovil Model Show 

April 3rd    

April 17th   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night- St George 
Competition 

April 13th  Poole Model Show 

May 1st 

May 15th   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night 

May 4th  

May 5th May 6th 

Tangmere Model Show 

Broadlands Country Show 

June 5th    

June 19th   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night 

June 1st  Salisbury Model Show 

July 3rd    

July 17th   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night – Airfix Competition 

July 14th ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW 
2019 

August 7th    

August 21st   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night 

August 4th  

August 11th  

Avon Model Show 

Boscombe Down Show 

September 4th    

September 18th   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night 

September 14th 

September 28th /29th  

Farnborough ModelFest  

Bovington Model Show -Late 

October 2th    

October 16th   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night 

  

November 6th    

November 20th   

Early Club Night 

Annual Competition 

November 10th/11th  

November 24th 

Scale Model World 2019 

Bugle Call 

December 4th    

December 18th   

Early Club Night 

Xmas Club Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday December 18th            (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Paul Adams 
Show Secretary  Mark Husband Tel: 07806 636208 email: ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
mailto:ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk
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Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Gray Sharpling 
Les Cooper 

Karl Scammell 
Steve Lidstone 
Luke Hayes 
Pat Camp 

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

 

BACK ISSUES 

For those of you that are new to this publication is it worth noting that a full archive of The Romsey 
Modeller (now almost 100 issues) plus its predecessor “Update” are available on our web site at 
https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine 

    

 

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2019 

https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine

