
 



 

JANUARY 2015 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I hope you have all enjoyed a restful Christmas break, though of course many of you will have been launched 

back into work just after the New Year.  One benefit of redundancy for me was not having to motivate myself 

back into work mode so early in the year….! 

I’m loath to make any New Year’s resolutions as they tend to get forgotten very early, I have however resolved 

to improve my modelling output this year, as one sorry looking model a year is hardly going to clear my stash 

of unbuilt kits that my other half constantly uses as ammunition against me as soon as something new comes 

through the post!  I’m finding it very hard to justify new purchases as I’ve simply so many old ones to do.  My 

stash stands at 138 unbuilt or unfinished kits… I’m aware that it’s not as many as some, but my output is so 

pathetic I’ll need to live to be 186…and unless there’s an incredible leap in science that prolongs life to this 

extent, it seems a tall order.  

My plan is to increase output and reduce the stash.  Increased output will partly be achieved by using my time 

better and improving my working area. My bench is in chaos; I can hardly find anything in a hurry – let alone 

use it properly and I seemed to get bogged down in silly parts of a build that I’m not too keen on doing. I need 

to sort that out. I also seemed to have amassed quite a collection of tools and related modelling bits and 

pieces that I haven’t used for years. There needs to be some streamlining done and urgently! 

Reducing the stash will be the hardest part as deciding what to let go of and hang onto seems beyond me as I 

write this! But, I really don’t need 3 Tamiya Peugeot 205T16 rally car kits or the 45 bike kits I have….let’s not 

mention the 15 Nascar kits or the 25 decals sheets for them… 

Whatever else happens this year I want at least two completed models. That’ll be a 100% improvement! 

If you have some modelling resolutions for 2015, we’d love to hear your thoughts. 

Thank you to all of you who came along to the pub evening just before the New Year – we had 13 members in 

all, a great turnout on what was a very chilly night weather wise.  

Enjoy our first issue of 2015. 

 

Paul 

Club President 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater 

for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we 

often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also 

attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just 

come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see the last page for 

details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

STEVE AND SUE MEADOWCROFT BY PAUL ADAMS  

If you hadn’t already read via Facebook, Poole Vikings members Steve and Sue Meadowcroft passed away 

within 9 days of each other in December. 

Many of us within the club would have had contact with Sue over the last 5 years or so as she was actively 

involved in organising the Poole Viking’s show each year. Sue had been recovering from a diabetic coma last 

year but sadly died due to natural causes at home just a few weeks before Christmas. 

Aircraft modeller Steve attended our annual Christmas night on the 18
th

 of December, and whilst still shocked 

at his wife’s passing, seemed in a reflective but positive mood when I spoke to him during and just after the 

evening concluded.  I suspect many of you spoke to him that night too.  I encouraged Steve to come along to 

our club nights with which he responded favourably. That following weekend Steve died too – much to the 

shock of his family and close friends. It was reported early on that he may have taken his own life. It transpires 

however that Steve had suffered a blood clot and had passed away quietly in his sleep. 

I attended the joint funeral service for them both on January 13
th

 in Bournemouth, along with 60 or so other 

mourners. Steve and Sue had been together since their late teens and had married in the late eighties.  Both of 

them were big rock and roll fans and the service reflected their love for music as well as Sue’s fondness of owls 

and Steve’s interest in modelling aircraft and ornithology.  

Our thoughts and prayers go to the family and friends at this time.  

2015 RNAS YEOVILTON SPRING MODEL SHOW, FEBRUARY 21ST 

The club’s first big show of 2015 is just a few weeks away, and what a corker it is. 

The club have been attending this event for many years and so it always proves 

to be an excellent opening show for the year ahead.  With many clubs, traders, a 

high quality competition and Airfix’s make and take, it’s well worth a visit.  

We are a little late in getting our table request in for this year Spring show, but as 

I write I’m confident we will have our usual 24ft space somewhere in the 

museum! We wait to hear from the organisers of our exact pitch location, so this 

short piece is simply to alert those that aspire to visit the show and display with 

the club that we are planning to go. 

We’ll discuss transport arrangements during our early February meeting which 

takes place on the 4
th

. 
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ANNUAL COMPETITION NIGHT  
BY PAUL ADAMS 

The December awards night was dominated by Luke Hayes who swept aside all before him to claim two class 

wins and the John Cox Memorial Trophy for 2014. 

On the face of it that’s how it appeared, however, in the 

final round of voting, Luke’s win with Was Ist Das    was 

closer than it looked, with a hard charging Sean and his 

1/32
nd

 Bf109 E1 garnering several first and second place 

votes – just 4 points separated them in the end.  Close on 

their heels was John Carlin’s huge tank transporter, only 9 

points shy of a runner up spot. A few laps down was a 

certain, BMW Z4….. 

The 9 class winners were offered their rewards by our 

guest for the evening, Andy Argent, who kindly gave up his 

night to pop along and offer his help with the awards. 

Much appreciated Andy. 

As ever, the evening flew by, I didn’t even get a chance to 

buy a raffle ticket! Judging from the activity surrounding 

Brian’s table, I’ll need to get in early next time. There’s was 

plenty of tasty Christmas treats on offer, so waistlines were 

expanded accordingly. 

Roll on the 2015 awards!! 

 

 

 

The 2014 John Cox Memorial Trophy entrants 

 

 

 

Our 2014 John Cox trophy winner, Luke Hayes 

with Was Ist Das. 
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Class 1 winner – Simon de Montfalcon,  Fokker DVII 

  

Class 2 winner – Sean Summers, Bf109 E1 

  

Class 3 winner – John Carlin, Tank Transporter 
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Class 4 winner – Russell Eden, Orc War Boss 

  

Class 5 winner – Paul Adams, BMW Z4 GT3 

  

Class 7 winner – Luke Hayes, Was Ist Das 
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Class 8 winner – Russell Eden, The Wolf, Jagdluther 

  

Class 9 winner – Russell Eden, Monobike Courier 

  

Best WW1 Model – Luke Hayes, Was Ist Das  

I’d like to say a big thank you to all of you who took part in the 2014 competition, and congratulations to Luke 

on his win and for a fantastic diorama model.  What follows are the results tables for all of the classes and the 

John Cox Memorial trophy. 

Paul. 
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THE VOTING 

Entry 

No 

Class Title Entrant 1
st

’s 

(3 PTS) 

2
nd

’s 

(2PTS) 

3
rd

’s 

(1PT) 

Total Placing 

AIRCRAFT 1/72
ND

 SCALE AND BELOW 

1 C1 Flying Coffin Will Booth I II IIIIII 13 5th 

2 C1 Air Canada Push back Steve Hall I II  7 7th 

3 C1 One Day 109 Will Booth I I II 7 8th 

4 C1  DR1 The Blue Max Simon D’Falcon III II II 15 Comm 

5 C1 Desert Tomahawk Will Booth I  I 4 11th 

6 C1 Fokker D VII Simon D’Falcon IIIIIIII III IIIIII 36 1st 

7 C1 Fokker DRI Simon D’Falcon I I  5 9th 

8 C1 TU95 Keith Farmer I  II 5 10th 

9 C1 Hurricane MKIB Tony Adams  I  2 12th 

10 C1 Avro Lancaster III Tony Adams IIIIIIII III III 33 2nd 

11 C1 EE Lightning FR2 Tony Adams II IIIIIIIII IIIII 29 3rd 

12 C1 Bristol Blenheim Tony Adams I IIII I 12 6th 

AIRCRAFT ABOVE 1/72
ND

 SCALE 

13 C2 Spitfire IX Sean Summers IIII IIIIIIII IIIIIII 35 3rd 

14 C2 Supermarine Attacker Tony Adams  IIIII II 12 6th 

15 C2 Fokker DRI Sean Summers I IIII IIIII 16 Comm 

16 C2 Der Rote Kampfflieger Will Booth II I IIII 12 5th 

17 C2 BAE Hawk Gray Sharpling IIIIIIIIIII I IIIII 40 2nd 

18 C2 BF109 E1 Sean Summers IIIIIIIII IIIIIIIII IIII 49 1st 

MILITARY VEHICLES 

19 C3 Stug IV Stuart Bowden IIIIIIIII IIIIIIIIIII IIIIIII 56 2nd 

20 C3 Tank Transporter John Carlin IIIIIIIIIIII IIIII IIIIIIIIII    56 * 1st 

21 C3 Tiger I Russell Eden IIIIIII IIIIIIIIIII IIIIIIII 51 3rd 

FIGURES 

22 C4 Orc War Boss Russell Eden 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

IIIII 
  78 1st 

CIVILIAN VEHICLES 

23 C5 Mclaren F1 Sean Summers I 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

III 
 51 2nd 

24 C5 BMW Z4 GT3 Paul Adams 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

IIIII 
  78 1st 

SHIPS 

 C6 NO ENTRIES 

DIORAMAS 

25 C7 Feeding The Cat Luke Hayes IIIII IIIIIII IIIIIIIII 38 3rd 

26 C7 Glorious Mud Steve Lidstone  IIIII IIII 14 Comm 

27 C7 Was Ist Das Luke Hayes IIIIIIIIIIIIII IIIII IIII 56 1st 

28 C7 Remember Dave O’Meara   I 1 6th 

29 C7 Escape Arnhem 1944 Dave O’Meara II  IIIII 11 5th 

30 C7 Your Taxi Has Arrived Russell Eden IIIIIII IIIIIIIIIII IIIII 48 2nd 

SCI-FI, FANTASY AND REAL SPACE 

31 C8 Voyager Gray Sharpling IIIIIII IIIIIIIIII IIIIIIII 49 2nd 

32 C8 Moon Landing Brian Sampson IIIIIIIIIIII III III 45 3rd 

33 C8 The Wolf - Jagdluther Russell Eden IIIIIIIIII IIIIIIIII IIIII 53 1st 

34 C8 Space Marine Rhino Stuart Bowden  IIIII IIIIIIIIII 20 Comm 

MISCELLANEOUS 

35 C9 Monobike Courier Russell Eden 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

IIIII 
  78 1st 

*Entry #20 wins due to more first place votes* 
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WWI COMPETITION VOTING 

Entry 

No 

Class Title Entrant 1
st

’s 

(3 PTS) 

2
nd

’s 

(2PTS) 

3
rd

’s 

(1PT) 

Total Placing 

BEST WORLD WAR ONE MODEL ANY SCALE 

4 C1 DR1 The Blue Max Simon D’Falcon  I  2 5th 

6 C1 Fokker D VII Simon D’Falcon  II II 6 3rd 

7 C1 Fokker DRI Simon D’Falcon     7th 

15 C2 Fokker DRI Sean Summers   I 1 J/6th 

16 C2 The Red Baron Will Booth  I I 3 4th 

26 C7 Glorious Mud Steve Lidstone  III  6 2nd 

27 C7 Was Ist Das Luke Hayes IIIIII   18 1st 

29 C7 Remember Dave O’Meara   I 1 J/6th 

 

 

JOHN COX  MEMORIAL TROPHY 

Entry 

No 

Class Title Entrant 1
st

’s 

(3 PTS) 

2
nd

’s 

(2PTS) 

3
rd

’s 

(1PT) 

Total Placing 

2014 JOHN COX MEMORIAL TROPHY RESULTS 

6 C1 Fokker D VII 
Simon 

DeMonteFalcon 
II II I 11 5th 

18 C2 BF109 E1 Sean Summers IIIII IIIIIIIII IIIIII 39 2nd 

20 C3 Tank Transporter John Carlin IIIII IIIIII III 30 3rd 

22 C4 Orc War Boss Russell Eden I   3 8th 

24 C5 BMW Z4 GT3 Paul Adams I II IIIIIIII 15 4th 

27 C7 Was Ist Das Luke Hayes IIIIIIIIIII III IIII 43 1st 

33 C8 The Wolf - Jagdluther Russell Eden  I II 4 7th 

35 C9 Monobike Courier Russell Eden  II I 5 6th 
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NIMITZ BUILD (HANGER DECK)  
BY RICHARD STEWART  

Well now Christmas is all over with and a New Year is upon us it’s time to start filling the hanger deck with 

everything Trumpeter left out. I still find it hard to understand why they spent the time putting a hanger deck 

in but absolutely nothing else! 

Even the hanger deck apertures were not double skinned so the first task was to build these. For some reason I 

find wood a good medium for construction so I had some ice lolly sticks (for our readers over the ‘pond’ it’s 

termed ‘popsicle’) and used them to make the frame which I then covered in thin plastic sheet and on top of 

that added any detailing (pipe work, switchboxes etc.) 

The actual shape of the apertures were designed using the original doors, but even these are incorrect as 

these carriers do not use corrugated doors they are flat sided, but it was just the shape I was after. 

  

Hanger apertures marked out on Plastic card and ready 

to cut out 

There’s enough wood in this boat to build a galleon! 

WALLS 

Speaking with Will on this subject during one of our club nights he recommended hardwood strips from Hobby 

Craft as the grain on these is very fine and the wood is not prone to distort. It certainly worked better than my 

initial attempt with plastic card as due to the large lengths involved it just did not look right. 

  

Trumpeter filled the deck across the whole ship but in 

truth the hanger deck does not extend that far.(on a 

ship this size it does not need to) 

Bare walls crying out for decorating! 
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It was now time to raid my spares box to ‘decorate’ the walls of the hanger with the associated pipe-work and 

fittings of a carrier. Again spare etch that was not used in the Hornet build came in useful for this also. 

FIRE BARRIERS 

Due to their sheer size/area and the volatility of the aircraft and equipment in these places these ships have 

enormous retractable fire barriers. For these I used my trusty computer ribbon cable which matched the 

reference photos I had. I glued the ribbon to some plastic card to give it some rigidness and then cut to length 

and glued in a stepped position to show partial deployment.  

  

Scratch built Fire barriers after painting  Hanger Deck walls being fitted out prior to painting 

PAINTING 

According to my references the bottom of the walls were painted in a dark blue and the top was white. This 

proved an interesting masking job as I decided to fit all the plumbing to the walls before painting! I persevered 

though (seems to be a by-word with this kit!). I used white ‘Halfords’ plastic primer for the top (yes I know its 

wood) and WEM deck blue for the lower part followed by a lot of touching up afterwards.   

Still requires lots more to do in this area, including the fitting of individual switch boxes ladders and a selection 

of decals on the walls and floor some of which I will have to make. After this can start to fill the area with a 

diorama of aircraft and equipment not to mention the first crew figures before the fitment of the top deck and 

the electrical lighting   

  

Painting/detailing the hanger walls on-going but at least the line is straight! 
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Views from both the rear starboard hanger apertures with a sprinkling of aircraft to add effect  

 

To be continued..... 
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PLAY SAND AND NET CURTAINS TO FLANDERS MUD 
BY STEVE LIDSTONE  

It started almost by accident.  During the latter stages of the construction of HMS Bounty (Romsey Modeller 

April 2014) I frequently reached a point where I needed some light relief from the endless cotton thread and 

miniature belaying pins.  Seeing my predicament a good friend gave me an Airfix 1:72 scale Mk 1 tank kit.  It 

served its purpose admirably, it allowed me have a break from shipbuilding and regain my sanity before 

continuing, it probably saved Bounty several times from setting sail through an upstairs window. 

With both Bounty and the tank completed and the 100th anniversary of the Great War approaching, I decided 

a WW1 diorama would be a good idea.  Well, it seemed like a good idea at the time. I'd never even attempted 

a diorama before and, although I had been a keen modeller in my childhood, prior to the tank I had only built 

two plastic models since discovering karting and girls fifty years ago. 

Some experiments were in order.  First the base, after trawling round the internet for ideas I settled on sand 

and PVA in an old picture frame.  The sand was Argos play sand, originally bought to amuse my grandson when 

he visited, but there was plenty to spare so a few cupfuls weren't missed.  Mixed with water and PVA it 

became a creditable diorama base material.  With a bit of practice at varying the amount of water in the mix it 

can be moulded and textured to simulate a variety of terrains.  For a desert scene it works well in its natural 

colour, for other terrain types it takes paint easily.  It's quite easy to dig holes and reshape it after its dried and 

extra sand can be added with a blob of PVA. 

 

An experimental diorama, a test bed to gain experience and try out construction techniques.  An old picture 

frame with the glass removed and the hardboard back glued in, some scrap wood to bulk out the contours, 

then the sand and PVA mixture spread over it 

 

I also tried some Reeves 

modelling paste found in 

Hobbycraft, which is a bit like 

pre-mixed Polyfilla in a tube.  It 

can be coloured by mixing with 

acrylic paint, or used white and 

painted afterwards.  It proved 

difficult to finish in a smooth 

texture and is not cheap, so 

unsuitable for use as the 

ground, but it worked well for 

small jobs like filling holes and 

creating blobs of mud on tracks 

and wheels.  

The completed 

experimental diorama, 

the tanks are playing 

pieces from a kids 

board game found 

while clearing out the 

loft, the scale is 

roughly 1:144 
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Deciding one tank would not be enough, the tacticians realised very early on that tanks are most successful 

when operating in groups, I bought a second kit.  Airfix market two versions of the Mark 1 tank, “male” and 

“female”, interestingly both kits contain the same set of parts and can be used to build either version, only the 

instructions and the decals differ.  What I actually had was two female kits, but I finished one of them as a 

male.  

The biggest challenge was the barbed wire.  No Great War battle scene would be complete without the it, but 

finding something that would look the part at 1:72 scale proved difficult.  The only commercially available wire 

at that scale was a photo etched product from Eastern Europe which was scarce to say the least, the only 

stockists were in the USA and they didn't actually have any to hand.  Being told repeatedly that I'd chosen the 

wrong scale only made me more determined.  Trawling the internet for ideas, (how on earth did we manage 

before broadband ?) I made a couple of false starts before the answer came from an unlikely source, net 

curtains. 

  

The Airfix Mk 1 tank kit as it came out of the box, note 

the male sponsons and guns on the sprue at the 

bottom with the hull sides, and their female 

counterparts on the larger sprue just above it. 

An unsuccessful attempt at barbed wire, individual 

barbs bent round the main strand with fine nosed 

pliers.  The wire is thin florists wire, easy to work 

with, but making barbed wire from it is very time 

consuming and fiddly.  At a larger scale and with a lot 

more patience than I have the results might have 

been satisfactory, but not at 1:72 

The inspiration came from a model blogging web site where an American modeller described how he made 

small scale barbed wire out of mosquito net.  Of course Southern England doesn't have a serious mosquito 

problem (I'm talking insects here, not DeHavilands) so mosquito nets are a bit scarce, but after a bit of 

searching I found a good alternative in the form of net curtain material. 

The first thing is to choose a suitable pattern.  It needs to be a square mesh, the lozenge shaped meshes of 

most nets is not suitable for this, and there obviously needs to be a reasonably large area free of pretty flowers 

and other embellishments.  The technique is to first stretch the material over some pegs and paint it with 

diluted PVA, this stiffens the strands and locks the knots, then it's simply a case of carefully cutting along the 

weave, and painting it.  I found it best to paint the mesh with a rust colour before cutting it out, then dry-brush 

it with silver afterwards. 
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Cutting a strand out of the rust painted net using 

nail scissors. 

A straight strand of barbed wire after dry-brushing with 

silver, wrapped around a paint brush handle and left 

overnight it becomes a coil. 

The dry-brushing stage does not need to be very consistent, during the war wire was regularly damaged by 

artillery fire both sides had to venture into no man's land to repair it.  It therefore stands to reason there 

would be a variety of wire states, shiny, rusty, and mud covered. 

The barbed wire's first taste of action was in another practice piece, as part of a display stand for the male 

tank.  This one also provided useful experience in using the modelling paste.  This display was later dismantled 

so the tank could be re-used in the diorama. 

 

The male tank displayed in the act of crushing some barbed wire.  This attempt used a card base covered in 

modelling paste stuck to the glass of a picture frame.  The card is curling up at the edges, another idea for the 

scrap heap 
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For a credible battle scene the tanks needed infantry support and some Germans to contend with.  Airfix WW1 

figures are readily available but of no use for this diorama because they are the wrong period.  By the time 

tanks appeared in 1916 the soldiers of both sides were wearing steel helmets, not the peaked caps and pickle 

stick helmets the Airfix men are wearing.  Emhar's 1:72 scale figures were wearing the correct uniforms, so I 

used those instead. 

Setting the figures into the base proved remarkably easy, using an old screwdriver a hole can be dug in the 

sand mixture and shaped to fit the figure's base, then after gluing the figure down a blob of PVA over the top 

of the base sprinkled with sand blends it all in. 

All that remained then was to line the German trenches with planks left over from Bounty and  add some 

casualties.  If we're going to depict a war scene we should do it right, warts and all.  So some of the figures on 

either side were carefully cut from their bases, suitably mutilated, and strewn about the ground. 

 

The finished diorama, entitled “Glorious Mud”, from the words of the song “Mud, mud, glorious mud, nowhere 

quite like it for shedding your blood.” 

 

  



 

 

17 

HAPPY NEW YEAR AND A STORY OF A FOX, A SCORPION AND A SABRE!!  
BY NIGEL ROBINS 

Once again as I emerged blinking into the cold winter sunlight on 2
nd

 January after a longer than usual 

Christmas break my thoughts started turning to the year ahead, the year that has been and the models I am 

probably not going to build in 2015. 

Last year was a positive one for me personally as I, finally, was offered a permanent full-time position after 

four years of temporary work and the uncertainty that accompanied this. This means that in 2015 I will have 

more free time (Paid holiday) and  the opportunity to undertake some DIY work on our home that is, sadly, 

long overdue. This said it remains my aim to still continue to build models and hopefully continue to restore 

some of the Ex BW Models masters Harold bought last year and get these back into production. Well that’s the 

plan, in theory, what actually happens is, of course, altogether another thing. 

I am not going to produce a list of models I would like to build this year as in previous years I have failed to 

complete any of them, though I did manage to finish off in 2014 HMS Emperor of India and the Spitfire V 

floatplane (Both on 2013s building list) 

Anyway what of a Fox, a Scorpion 

and a Sabre? 

Well all of these are Matador 

Models kits and I actually built the 

masters for the Scorpion/Scimitar 

and Sabre conversion sets. The 

only problem was that I didn`t 

have any of them in my collection. 

These were familiar vehicles to me 

that I actually saw in service rather 

than as museum exhibits or in 

photographs. All served in the 

British Army (Both regular and 

territorial) throughout the 1970s, 

80s and 90s and all have now been retired from active service. My models are amalgamations of the castings 

that failed the Matador quality control process and in the case of the tanks, use a hull and parts obtained from 

the kids make and take at “On Track show 2013” and an old made up 1970s model purchased for 50p at Poole 

show last year. I started all of them in 2014, 

at varying times, but the Christmas break 

enabled me to; finally, get them completed 

to my satisfaction so here they are…. 

As you can see they make an interesting trio 

and you soon realise how different each one 

is particularly when they are lined up 

alongside one another. This is something that 

is not always apparent in reality where, 

invariably, the three are not often seen 

together in this way. Remarkably, all three 

vehicles performed the reconnaissance role 

for the army in the UK and Europe. The Fox 

was retired early as it had an unfortunate 

tendency to rollover, if handled badly, whilst 

the ammunition for the Scorpion was deemed to be more dangerous to its crews rather than the enemy!!  

 

Fox 

 

Scorpion 
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The ever budget conscious MOD then had the idea 

of combining the turret of the Fox with the hull of 

the Scorpion to make the Sabre. This vehicle was 

not a total success and it too was retired as the 

army downsized. So 2015 is already off to a good 

start with new vehicles in the collection and off the 

workbench, hopefully this theme will continue!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All three vehicles: Sabre, Fox and Scorpion 

 

 

  

 

Sabre 
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1/48 PANZER IV SCHMALTURM – IS IT FINISHED YET? 
BY RUSSELL EDEN 

The world of 1/48 armour modelling is quite small compared to its larger, and smaller cousins – the range is 

still quite limited with mainly Tamiya supplying kits and a few from other manufacturers. This means once you 

have built the plastic kits it’s on to the many available conversions. 

Tamiya make one Panzer IV and two flak panzers based on the Panzer IV hull. I have no idea why Tamiya 

decided to release flak panzers as the Germans made so few of the them – surely the more common 

jagdpanzers would be a better release but who am I to comment! Especially as there are resin conversions for 

nearly all Panzer IV versions. 

I got a Schmalturm turret from CMK last year as I was going to make a Panther F with it. The Schmalturm turret 

was designed as an upgrade for the Panther – it had better ranging sights, armour and was easier to produce. 

The only turret in existence is in the Bovington Tank Museum – sadly it has been used as a range target so it is 

not in very good condition.  

  

Panther fitted with the Schmalturm turret The Schmalturm turret today 

There was a proposal to mount the turret on the panzer IV chassis. This would have collapsed the already 

overburdened suspension so it was never done. So, why am I building one you ask – simple – the CMK turret is 

so undersized it looks very out of place on the Panther hull but looks fine on the Panzer IV hull – I will 

therefore be making a paper panzer, as they are known. This gives me freedom to do what I want with 

markings and camo. I will be making it as realistic as possible though. The general idea behind the build was to 

have it just out of the workshop with some mechanics finishing it so it can go directly to the front, as a lot of 

late war panzers were.  

 

Late model Panzer IV line 

drawing with normal turret 

– top and Schmalturm turret 

– bottom 
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The donor kit is the Tamiya Mobelwagen flak panzer. 

This is based on a late model panzer iv with some of 

the late mods but not all. I shall add more as the 

build progresses. 

First step was to assemble the lower hull. The first 

modification was to make it a late hull with 3 return 

rollers. Easy enough with a razor saw. Once done I 

continued out of the box with the late exhausts but I 

added resin late heavy duty road wheels. Most 

jagdpanzers and sturmpanzers had heavy duty road 

wheels at the front as the normal ones wouldn’t take 

the extra weight of the weaponry. I put mine in the middle to cope with the extra weight of the turret. 

 

Before 

 

After 

 

Lower hull 

with road 

wheels 
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I got a set of Panzer III/IV Fruil tracks recently with a Panzer III kit and as the preformed sag on the Tamiya IV 

tracks would look out of place on my modded hull I decided to use them on this. Having never used Fruil tracks 

I didn’t know what to expect. You get two bags of tracks – one for each side and a length of wire. I re-drilled 

out the holes in the tracks just to make sure they went all the way though and assembled a length – so easy I 

wondered why I hadn’t used them before – oh, sadly they’re more expensive than the kits. 

 

Once I had enough for a side I tried them for size. The only snag was the resin wheels – I had to file the slot 

between them deeper so the guides on the tracks fitted. 

 

To add sag add add extra link, to reduce it remove a link. Sorted. 

Next month – Top hull and turret. 
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CLUB DIARY 2015 

2015 

January 21
st

   Club Night   

February 5
th

 

February 18
th

 

Club Night Extra 

Club Night 

February 14
th

 

 

Yeovilton Spring Show (TBC) 

March 4
th

 

March 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

April 1
st

   

April 15
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night St George Competition  

April 18
th

 

 

Poole Vikings Show  

May 6
th

 

May 20
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night:  

May 10
th 

May 30
th

  

Hendon Show (TBC) 

IPMS Salisbury Show (TBC) 

June 3
rd

  

June 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

July 1
st

  

July 15
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night: Tamiya Competition 

  

August 5
th

 

August 19
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

September 2
nd

  

September 16
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night - BoB Competition 

September 13
th

  

September 19
th

 

Build a Model in a Day 

IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 7
th

  

October 21
st

   

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

October 11
th

 

October 24
th

 

Bovington Show (TBC) 

Yeovilton Autumn Show (TBC) 

November 4
th

 

November 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Annual Competition 

November 7
th

 / 8
th

 

November 19
th

  

Scale ModelWorld 2015 

Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 

December 2
nd

  

December 16
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday January 21
st

      (8pm to 10pm) 
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FINDING US 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 

Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 

Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Treasurer  Steve Edwards  

Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Paul Adams 

Steve Lidstone 

Russell Eden 

Richard Stewart 

Nigel Robins

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information thus 

expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the club 

as a whole.  

Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2015 

 

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk

