
  



 

JUNE 2018 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to our June 2018 issue of the magazine. 

So, where to start this month? 

We are now just 5 weeks from our third annual show – July 14th in case you’ve missed the date. Final 
preparations will be underway as we approach the day. We mostly at this stage need publicity. Flyers 
in local shops (model shops too) on free notice boards, distribution at model shows and awareness  
posts on Facebook or model groups and forums you are associated with, would be a great help. The 
flyer is available via our website, Tony, or in physical form from our show labels box. I’ll arrange a show 
meeting in the next few weeks, so we can get the last minute stuff decided. Keep an eye on the 
Facebook group page for more information. 

Talking of publicity – it has help enormously that the club joined the IPMS 7 years ago. Our affiliation 
has enabled us to advertise our event in the IPMS magazine which is distributed to over 10,000 
modellers in the UK and abroad. Our show has also been posted on the IPMS website which enjoys 
busy internet traffic and again reaches thousands of modellers.  In essence, it’s offered a level playing 
field for us which can only be of benefit. Indeed, joining has also allowed us to display at arguably the 
largest model show in Europe, namely Telford. I personally believe it’s a privilege to display my models 
amongst many of the best in the world – without the IPMS, we couldn’t do so. There are some other 
hidden benefits some members may not be aware of….we get public liability insurance to display at 
any IPMS affiliated club model show in the UK. Free. Our club information is listed on the IPMS 
website, offering a single place for new and old modellers to find a local club. Free.  The amount of 
new members we’ve had from this is not certain, but I’m convinced it has helped to swell our numbers.   
Our affiliation to this body is free…  

It begs the question therefore why I hear mutterings of discontent because of our affiliation – those 
in the club that have joined personally benefit from the same facilities we do, get entry to Scale 
Modelworld for both days and obtain the IPMS magazine every other month to keep them abreast of 
society goings on and forthcoming on events. If anyone would like to avail me of the issues they have 
with us being part of the IPMS, I’m all ears.  The statements made by both Tony and myself in the July 
2011 edition of this magazine remain the same. The IPMS will not change how we run our club.  

This months’ magazine will be an enjoyable read as always. Thank you to all of the contributors.  If you 
have yet to dip your toes in, why not have a go? It’s easier than you think, and help is on hand to assist 
you if need be.   

That’s all for this month, let us focus on making our third show a success and for those attending, 
enjoy the day.        

        

Paul 

Club President 
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This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
our hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up – see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 
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CLUB NEWS  

DE HAVILLAND MUSEUM  VISIT –  SHENLEY, LONDON 

A small group of us will be visiting the de Havilland museum on Saturday 23rd June. Located on the 
north side of the M25 near Potters Bar and conventiently not far from RAF Hendon. 

As you’ll be aware a few of us are building, or planning to build Mosquito’s over the next few months, 
with a view to displaying them at Telford in November. The museum has 3, including the prototype 
and a MKVI. We are hoping to visit this museum and find a few hours to travel south to RAF Hendon 
to take a look around there too.  

Planning to attend are Sean, Tony, Richard, Mark H and Paul.  If you are interested in going, please let 
Tony or Paul know as soon as.  

The museum opens at 10:30am – so we’d look at leaving the Romsey area around 08:30am on the 
day.   

More information on the museum can be found here:  https://www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk/  

US COMPETITION – MAIN MEETING, JULY 18TH  

Hot on heels of our own show will be the US Competition, our bi-annual nod of the cap to anything 
we’ve built that has a connection to our gun toting friends across the Atlantic. This is an open contest, 
there’s no classes or categories, and no scale restriction. So, your  model could be competing against 
a 1/350th aircraft carrier, or a 1/72nd Sherman! This does lead to an intriging voting session as it can 
be a headache to separate the best models. All we ask is that the model is your own work, built from 
plastic or resin (full etch models are permitted), but no repainted diecast please. 

The winner last time in 2016 was Richard with his Nimitz carrier – I don’t believe he’s built a follow up, 
so it’s anybody’s game!  

The action kicks off at 8:00pm. 

IPMS SALISBURY MODEL SHOW – JUNE 2ND  2018 – TONY ADAMS 

The Romsey team took the relatively short trip up the A36 to the ever popular IPMS Salisbury Show at 
Wyvern College in Laverstock. Despite having a good gathering of members most of us only brought a 
few models (in 
anticipation of great 
demand) which meant 
we had to display 
models that were 
originally bound for 
the competition, and 
surprisingly we had 
very few AFVs. Under 
the table sales do well 
at this show and 
members certain took 
advantage with the 
front of the table 
resembling a well-stocked jumble sale.  

 

https://www.dehavillandmuseum.co.uk/
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With the numbers of members present chairs were in short supply, the guys from the Tank Museum 
in particular were very possessive of the chairs in their care. I was sitting on one, talking to Sean and 
Mark, when I stood up to take some money from one of the under table sales. While I stood, 
unbeknown to me one of the Tank guys sat down in the chair which resulted in me sitting on his lap 
as I sat down – oh how we laughed!  

We had a number of visitors from the Southampton club which had inexplicitly failed to get a pitch 
this year due to an admin mix up, is was a little strange with them not displaying. As the day wore on 
the temperature in the hall became uncomfortable  

Traders at this event are plentiful, and there were some bargains around, though some traders were 
top prices for newish kits. I ended up getting an Airfix 1/48 Camberra (without decals ) for a good price 
which will replace damaged parts in an existing Camberra  I own. 

The completion was not a well subscribed as previous years, and I heard that serval models placed in 
it were damaged. Malcolm came away with a highly commended but Will toped the show off when 
he won Gold for his 1/72 Sunderland. 

PHOTOS 
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THE ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW 2018 
TONY ADAMS 

It’s only four weeks to our third show, so we have got to get our ducks in a row! Over the last two 
years we have had on some great help from our members which 
made it the undoubted success they were. This year I hope we 
can count on a similar level of support. We will have a final 
planning meeting close to the show but here are a few notes to 
be going on with. 

Volunteers are required for manning the kitchen (the three 
amigos), car park ( in the morning) , setting up and cleaning after. 

SETTING UP 

We hope to have access to the hall on Friday from 4pm, so we 
plan to do most of the set up then. Much like last year we will 
need help putting up the marque, setting out the tables and 
putting up signage. Last year we were done by 6:30pm so if you 
are free we would appreciate the help. 

We can make a start with setting out our display if you are happy 
with leaving your models overnight. 

On Saturday set up is from 7:00am, which should be a case of finalising our display and getting our 
guests settled. 

OUR DISPLAY 

We would like as many members as possible to display, please let me know what you are bringing so 
I can get the name tags printed in plenty of time. 
 

PUBLICITY 

I will be bringing plenty of flyers to Wednesday’s meeting, please take some to post at your work, 
local shops etc. If you need more you can down load the flyer from the web site. 

RAFFLE 

Sean is organising the raffle, once again we ask for donations, either in plastic form or anything else 
that you thing would entice punters to part with their cash. Raffle prizes can be brought along on our 
Early July meeting or on the day. 

COMPETITION 

We will be holding a best in show competition using the same format as last year .All the exhibiting 
clubs will be asked to help with deciding the winner. Each club will be given a nomination form to 
detail their favourite three models on display on any of the tables. Hopefully that will provide us with 
a clear winner. A trophy and prize will be awarded to the winner during the afternoon. 
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SHOW PLAN 
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KITASTROPHIK KOGITATIONS    

GRAY SHARPLING  

A (hopefully) regular monthly column 

It is heading fast to “that time of year” again.  Yes, it’s almost the start of the (slightly delayed) Romsey 
Modellers Club Competition Season.  In the past, we have usually spread our club competitions fairly 
evenly over the year, although our competition schedule has always been something that I fully admit 
took me a little while to get my head around.  My feeble efforts at trying to explain about the 
differences between odd-numbered vs even-numbered years to visitors or prospective new members 
quickly had them starting to go cross-eyed and glaze-over. 

Recently though, we have been mixing things up a little.  Last year, being an odd-numbered year, we 
would normally have had the “St. George’s” competition in April, but it was put-back until May.  This 
year, just to change things up again, there was no competition in the spring at all, with all of our club 
competitions being spread, comparatively closely-together, over the second-half of the year.  The first 
club competition of the year will therefore be the (even-numbered year) regularly scheduled 
“American” competition in July.  Then in lieu of the “Manufacturer” competition, which would 
normally have been in May, we instead have the brand new “Vintage Kit” competition in September, 
when all entered models must be from moulds that were originally from before 1985.  I must admit, I 
truly like this particular change of theme, and I am really looking forward to seeing what diverse, and 
historic, models will be out on the table for us to admire.  I think that introducing a <insert-new-theme-
every-year!> competition into our annual club night schedule, whether it replaces one of our old long-
standing competitions or is in addition-to, seems like a great idea!  Long may it continue - “variety is 
the spice of life”.  So send all your ideas for new competition themes to Sean, I’m sure he would love 
to hear from you…* 

 

 KOMPETITION KONUNDRUMS 

All this rambling brings me on to my topic for this month: which, if any, club competitions should I 
contemplate entering, and what models should I attempt to finish in time for those competitions?  
After my disaster of a year that was 2017 when, much to my chagrin, I didn’t manage to complete a 
single model all year, and didn’t enter a single club competition all year; this year I am slightly more 
hopeful that I might be able to enter at least one of the mid-year <cough> competitions.  Plus 
Christmas of course. 

As was covered in exhaustive, self-recriminating, mind-numbing, coma-inducing detail in the March 
issue of Kitastrophik Kogitations, being hugely over-ambitious has been my downfall several times 
when it comes to entering club competitions.  On more than one occasion I have started to build 
something with the intention of entering it into a given mid-year competition, only to have it progress 
so slowly that I miss-the-boat.  Usually, I have had the fall-back position of being able to enter 
whatever it was into the “End of Year” competition in November, but last year I missed even that.  
Believe it or not, my original hope for the infamous F-35 when I started it in December 2016, had been 

to aim for the 2017 
St. George’s 
competition (and 
that was when I 
thought that 
competition was 
still going to be in 
April as usual)!  That 
plan really didn’t 
work out as I had 
intended. 
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My old Airfix Lynx (left) was also one that almost came to the same sticky end.  When I started it in 
December 2012, my original intention had been to complete it for the St. George’s competition in April 
2013.  In the end I only just barely finished it in time for Telford and the Romsey end-of-year 
competition in November 2013.  And yes, my enthusiasm definitely was starting to flag towards the 
end.  At least that had a happy ending though, as I did eventually finish it, and the end-result wasn’t 
too bad, even if it took me twice as long as I had originally thought. 

So my first consideration when it comes to potentially entering a model into a club competition is how 
long do I take to build vs the time available before the competition date.  I keep hoping I will have just 
that little extra more time to build than I seem to be able to actually find.  Lots of variations of “Real 
Life™” keep cropping up, or the wife finds chores that need doing. 

Included in this decision-making process is the choice of model itself.  This is a whole topic in itself 
that I talked about in the articles “Why I Build What I Build” from December 2011, and “Which Kit?” 
from January 2014, so I won’t repeat what I said there.  But if I choose too-complex of a model, or 
have overly-ambitious plans for it, then my chances of finishing in time diminish rapidly.  So there is a 
trade-off between how ambitious of a build I choose against the time it might realistically take me. 

Adding to this complexity is the state my modelling-mojo might be in at any given time - it does seem 
to wax and wane with the seasons.  As I have mentioned above, and in previous articles, being overly-
ambitious does seem to be one of the causes of me losing my mojo.  So it is something of a delicate 
balancing act when it comes to selecting a model. 

The next main group of considerations with regards entering a club competition is weighing the 
competition entry-criteria, or competition theme, against my mood.  That is:  what do I feel like 
building?  Especially since, given my speed of building, I could potentially be spending months on the 
same project.  So I have to really want to do that specific subject.  I can vacillate back-and-forth for 
ages when trying to decide on what my next project should be, and it is very, very dependent on what 
simply catches my fancy at that particular time.  I seem to be one of the more eclectic modellers in 
the club, jumping between genres, having built aircraft, armour, real-space, and science fiction 
subjects since getting back into the hobby. 

Lastly is probably the simplest consideration, but this casts a subtle shadow over all of the above 
deliberations:  What is currently in my stash?  That is, do I want to reduce the stash slightly, or do I 
want to buy something new?  Obviously, the state of my wallet at the time can affect this also. 

By now, I can hear you all screaming at me:  “Just shut up and get to the point!”  Well, I am sorry, but 
at the time of writing, I just have not yet made my mind up which to try and enter:  “American” or 
“Vintage” competitions?  If I aim for either at all. 

Unless I want to crack the wallet open and buy something new, my current stash does actually include 
several options I could potentially consider building for the “American” competition: 

    
Academy 1/48th 

Sikorsky CH-53E Super 
Stallion 

AFV Club 1/35th 
M1130 Stryker 

 

Hasegawa 1/48th 
McDonnell Douglas F4 
British Phantom FGR2 

Tamiya 1/35th 
Willys MB Jeep 

 

Right now however, still working from the current stash, I am thinking that perhaps my Hasegawa 
1/48th Sikorsky SH-3D Sea King helicopter might fit my mood?  Unfortunately this is originally from 
1992 moulds, so it is too new to also qualify for the “Vintage” competition as a September fall-back 
were I to miss the July date (which would actually be quite likely). 

For the “Vintage” competition I only have one eligible kit in my stash: the Moebius 1/55th 2001 
Moonbus.  Even this I had to double-check with the club committee to see if it was eligible because, 
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although it is based-on the original (randomly scaled) Aurora kit from 1969, Moebius did update the 
moulds slightly in 2010.  However, I was assured by Sean that it would qualify. 

  
Possible “American” competition entry? Possible “Vintage” competition entry? 

It is extremely unlikely I can build quick enough to have something for both these mid-year 
competitions (even one will be a big ask), so I am still evaluating options.  However, right now I have 
not yet decided which will be my next project, or perhaps something completely different from either 
of the above possibilities.  But I promise I will make my mind up soon though.  I have to - if I want to 
have even a vague hope of finishing whatever it might be in time.  So watch this space! 

[* Disclaimer:  All opinions expressed are purely those of the author, and are not necessarily those of 
the Romsey Modellers club, any of the club committee or other club members.] 

 

 

OPERATION ASKARI, SOUTH AFRICAN BORDER WAR DIORAMA. 
KARL SCAMMELL 

 

My last article described 
the build of an SADF Eland 
armoured car which I 
intend to show in a 
diorama along with a FALP 
T-54B during the South 
African Border War. In this 
article I will describe the 
build of the T-54B and the 
subsequent diorama that 
the two models will be 
displayed in. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The T-54 series was originally designed towards the end of World War 2 and entered service with the 
Russian army in the late 1940’s. It went on to serve in huge numbers with the Soviet army, Warsaw 
Pact countries and was widely exported to numerous countries around the world. 

In keeping with the Soviet design ethos of the time, the T-54 was designed to be robust, mechanically 
simple and easy to operate by relatively unskilled personnel. 
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T-54’s began appearing in the Angolan region from the late 70’s having been supplied either via Cuba 
or direct from the Soviet Union. The first recorded action of the T-54 with the Angolan army was during 
Operation Askari in 1981.During this operation at least five T-54’s were destroyed by SADF Eland and 
Ratel 90 armoured cars and several others were captured. 

BUILD 

This kit was released in 2001 and has the familiar Trumpeter issues of this period with soft plastic, 
heavy sprue gates and most of the individual components requiring clean up due to flash. In addition 
to the above, numerous injection pin marks required clean up. One large pin sink mark was visible on 
the hull, however, as this was armour I could easily hide the offending blemish. 

 Typical Trumpeter problem of this period, 
large injection pin mark which has nearly 
broken through onto the upper surface of 
the hull. 

The build commenced with the hull 
assembly including the suspension. No 
significant issues were encountered 
although the actual joining of the top hull 
plate with the lower hull did prove slightly 
problematic. To get the two sections to align 
I had to modify the front lower hull tabs 
which should locate in slots on the upper 
plate. Due to these tabs being oversize they 
wouldn’t locate into the slots causing a 

significant gap between the two hull sections at the front end. Reducing the size of these tabs cured 
the problem which allowed the two hull sections to be joined without a significant gap. 

On next to the turret which again was completed fairly quickly. Numerous parts were attached to the 
turret with the instructions not being overly clear where they all needed to be located. This problem 
was particularly apparent with the infra-red search light as the instruction sheet location was very 
vague. The box art wasn’t of much use either as it showed the search light in a completely different 
position to the instruction sheet. In the end, I used a reference photo to decide on the location. The 
barrel came as a two-piece assembly, so the subsequent seam lines needed some work to clean up.    

 

Hull primed showing fuel tanks and stowage bins. 
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The build was completed very quickly with no major issues, so it was then onto the painting and 
weathering. 

 

Turret showing red base coat ahead of chipping. 

PAINTING 

With the grey primer applied, I then sprayed Modelmaster acrylic rust to the turret, upper hull and 
stowage. The T-54’s in Angolan service were often second-hand examples having seen prior service 
with either Cuba or with the Soviets prior to being used by the Angolans. This combined with a 
relatively poor maintenance regime meant that the applied paint scheme often showed considerable 

damage leading to areas of rust being visible. To show 
this effect I would use the chipping technique. This 
would be my first attempt at using the chipping 
technique and I decided to use a propriety chipping 
solution, in this case AK Worn Effects Fluid AK088. 

There are many techniques that can be used to create 
the effect including Marmite, hairspray or salt. I 
decided on using the propriety chipping solution as it 
could be applied by airbrush, in this case two thin 
coats sprayed onto the relevant surfaces and allowed 
to dry. With the chipping solution dry I then sprayed 
Vallejo’s Model Air Russian Green 4BO 71.017 over all 

the surfaces and allowed this to thoroughly dry before starting the chipping.  With the paint dry and 
using a stiff brush soaked with water, it was then case of rubbing the paint surface until it lifted 
exposing the red basecoat. I concentrated predominately on the upper surfaces of the hull and turret. 

This was my first attempt at using this technique and I was surprised on how hard I had to rub the 
surface of the paint to get it to lift, particularly, as I was using a ‘soft’ acrylic paint. This might have 
been because I left the paint a little too long to dry and it started to sufficiently harden enough to 
make the chipping process more difficult. I was hoping for a more ‘worn’ effect rather than the hard 
chipping I achieved but more experimentation is required to ‘hone’ the technique. However, once the 
final weathering and application of two coats of matt lacquer had been applied the effect was 
considerably more subtle and I was pleased with the effect. 
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Upper turret showing the chipping prior to weathering 

The tracks were sprayed with an acrylic metallic steel. The mantle cover was brush painted with 
Tamiya buff as masking the surrounding turret would have been tricky due to the adjacent search 
light. With the painting complete, I then sealed the surface with a coat of Vallejo acrylic matt lacquer. 
After allowing the lacquer to completely dry and harden I then applied a Flory models Black wash all 
over apart from the tracks which were given a brown wash instead. Once the wash had dried, I 
selectively removed it from the hull and turret.  To give the surfaces a dusty appearance I replicated 
the pigment mix which I used for the Eland armoured car build. This was 60% Mig Beach Sand, 40% 
AK Middle East Soil and Tamiya X20A thinners applied using an airbrush, allowed to dry and then 
blended into the surface with a stiff brush. Finally, another coat of acrylic matt lacquer was sprayed 
all over to seal the weathered surfaces.  

DIORAMA BUILD 

For the diorama context, I want to show the T-54 abandoned to the side of track with the Eland 
armoured car passing to one side with its crew discussing the T-54.  

Having selected a suitable base, the first task was to mark out a rough layout showing the track and 
vehicle positions. I then sealed the surface with a couple of coats of diluted PVA glue. 
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Base with rough markings for layout. 

 

The track itself will be higher than the surrounding terrain, so a 5mm thick piece of blue foam was 
then glued to the base over the track footprint. I also intend to show the tank parked with a slight 
inclination, so again some foam strips were glued into position where the tank would sit. 

  

 

Track sub-base of blue foam. 

I then scored the surface of the foam to ensure a good ‘key’ for the subsequent plaster layers. It was 
then a case of applying an initial thin coating (approx. 1-2mm) of plaster all over the surface of the 
base. 
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First plaster coat being applied. 

The first coat was applied as a ‘sloppy’ mix but all the subsequent coats were applied as ‘stiff’ mixes. 
It was then a case of building up the layers of plaster particularly on the track to give some height, 
allowing each layer to thoroughly dry before applying the next. Once I was happy that I had enough 
height on the track, I could apply the surface coat. 

The border area between South Africa and Angola consists of grasslands with scattered low bushes 
and trees. The tracks in the dry season consist of very fine sand with very little rock formation. 
Therefore, I would look to replicate this surface by using the following mix; 70% fine sand and 30% 
plaster with the addition of a yellow sand pigment to darken the colour slightly. I created this dry mix, 
passed it through a fine sieve into a wet mixing container and added water to give a stiff consistency. 
It was then a case of applying the wet mix, creating track and tyre marks on the surface and allowing 
to dry. It took a couple of applications of the surface mix until I was reasonably happy with the result. 

  

Sieved dry mix Initial surface coat 

After allowing a full 24 hours for the plaster to dry, I sprayed the low areas of the diorama with an 
acrylic dark earth followed with a far lighter coat for the track. I could then start adding the vegetation. 
The tree and bushes are made from sea moss which I sprayed with Tamiya acrylic Park green (X28) to 
give them a bright green finish. I also used a variety of grass tufts placed in various areas which are a 
Greenline product. I wanted to show the T-54 backed into longer savannah grass, so to create this I 
used a combination of materials including hanging basket liner. To create the clumps that could be 
subsequently glued to the base, various lengths were held together using wire at the base. The base 
strands were then cut square with scissors and PVA glue applied and allowed to dry overnight. 
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Creating savannah grass. 

 

These could then be glued to the base where required. As the colour palette for the diorama mainly 
consisted of greens and browns I wanted to break these colours up by adding an oil drum which I 
sprayed light blue, followed by weathering it with AK Crusted rust deposits(AK4113).  With the drum 
placed in position, the diorama was complete.  

Acknowledgement. Thanks to Luke Hayes who kindly supplied some of the materials for the diorama. 

Below some pictures of the completed diorama. 
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ICM 1/32POLIKARPOV 153 REVIEW  
DAVE POGSON 

ICM from Ukraine have begun releasing 
some 1/32 aircraft in recent weeks, to 
very little fanfare. First were the 
Polikarpov I16 Type 24 and 29. These have 
already been re-popped by Revell and 
Hasegawa, perhaps a mark of esteem? 

The Rata type 24 is an excellent little kit 
and finely moulded. It’s rendered the 
Azur/Special Hobby I16 obsolete. 
Following on, there are two variants of 
the Bucker 131 Jungmann, a couple of 
builds of which can be seen on line. 

The very latest release is the totally new Polikarpov I153 Chaika, or seagull. This version is a standard 
wheeled aircraft and the next will be a winterised one with skis. Apart from an expensive resin kit, this 
is the first 1/32 Chaika and it does not disappoint. The kit represents very good value at about £33. 

Strangely, the 153 actually followed the I16 in to service due to a faulty soviet doctrine of mutual 
support of monoplanes and biplanes in the front line. Not so unusual as the Italians followed the same 
route. It has the stubby look of the I15 biplane with a retractable undercarriage and the seagull like 
wings make for a quirky pleasing design. Very typical of Polikarpov. 

The kit comes in a sturdy box with internal lid, so no fear of damage. 5 sprues are present and the one 
for small parts is moulded even more finely. There are 4 decal options from the Khalkhin Gol era to 
Barbarossa, either Silver dope or 3 tone camo. I fancy the hand sprayed squiggles from Khalkhin Gol 
and will use a spare spinner from an old Azur I16 to fit this as it was an early M25 engined plane. 

Speaking of engines, a nice but slightly clunky Shvetsov M62 is included. All that can be seen when 
built are the cylinder fronts through the slotted cowling louvres, so no worries there. 
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Construction is ridiculously straightforward and fit exemplary. If this is the way ICM are going, all 
power to them. The sprue gates are on mating surfaces and are thin. The main airframe assemblies 
are already assembled after 3h works with seams to sand that are barely apparent. Handy for the 
silver schemes.  The only slightly tricky bit has been aligning the tubular cockpit framing. The painting 
instructions are not too clear, but there are cockpit walkarounds of restored flying examples online 
that show the internals as the usual soviet bright pale blue primer and dark green cockpit floor, seat 
and joystick. 

There are hardpoints and swing braces for ordnance on the lower wings and either the supplied bombs 
or RS82 rockets can be fitted- these are nicely done.  The wings assemble easily integral to the landing 
bay on the lower wing and to the centre gull section on the upper. Fit is good to excellent throughout. 
Decals don’t have a manufacturer stated but are nicely registered and look top quality. I used some 
Begemot Ukrainian decals on my Morane Saulnier and they were also excellent. 

The only criticisms I could make so far would be the lack of a clear rigging diagram and etch seatbelts, 
though Eduard do these anyway. The rigging points can be clearly seen on restorations. It’s quite easy, 
just one and a half sets of double landing and flying wires. Gotha it aint! 

PHOTOS 
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STAR-SPANGLED SPITFIRE - KP – 1/72 USAAF SPITFIRE VB 
WILL BOOTH 

PART 2 – TRIUMPH OVER DISORGANISATION? 

Trying to complete this took second place to the Sunderland and the Red Arrows Spit, so progress was 
somewhat delayed.  My plan to complete a model a month in 2018 has been revised to starting one 
each month - on track so far and having a couple on the go helps as there should be something to do 
on the second whilst items are drying or curing. 

Paints are mostly the usual Tamiya 
and Gunze Mr.Color aqueous, cut 
with my budget X20A i.e. 
screenwash as usual.  The underside 
is Gunze too, as I couldn’t find RAF 
Azure Blue this is the blue of the 
Japanese Self Defence Force’s 
display team.  Needless to say I 
found a bottle of Xtracrylics Azure 
Blue later - as some was in my stash! 

I tried to show the painted over RAF 
markings on the wings and fin by 
making these lighter or darker than 
the general camo colours.  The 
underside was one of several Vallejo 
blues (not having found the 

Xtracylics one at the time) whilst the topside ones were done using Xtracrylics Dark Earth, another 
lucky stash find, must get my paints organised someday. 

After the grungy Sunderland I’ve 
decided I don’t really like doing 
weathered models so I just tried 
to show some exhaust and oil 
stains ( Merlins appear to run 
“total-loss” lubrication systems, in 
fact if not by design!) to show use. 

The final build sits nicely alongside 
Eduard Spitfires, and was a nice, 
relatively quick and easy build, 
especially after the Italeri 
Sunderland.  Of course, now 
thoroughly spoiled by modern kits 
(anyone want to buy a stash?) I 
have to build something suitably 
antiquated for the old-timer 
competition!  
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CLUB DIARY 2018 

2018 

June 20th   Late Club Night  June 23rd  Mosquito Museum  

July 4th 
July 18th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night (US Competition) 

July 14th  ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW  

August 1st  
August 15th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

August 5th 

August 12th 
Avon Model Show  
Boscombe Down Show  

September 5th  
September 19th 

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night (Vintage Model 
Competition) 

September 15th 

September 21st – 
24th 

IPMS Farnborough Show 

ROSMEY TOUR 2018 

October 3rd   
October 17th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night(Photo Night) October 13th /14th Bovington Autumn Show (TBC) 

November  7th 
November 21st   

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 
10th/11th 
November 18th 

November 25th 

Scale ModelWorld 2018 
 
Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 
Bugle Call 

December 5th 
December 18th  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday June 20th            (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Paul Adams 
Show Secretary  Mark Husband Tel: 07806 636208 email: ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Gray Sharpling 

Dave Pogson 
Karl Scammell 
Will Booth 

  

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
mailto:ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk
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FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

 

BACK ISSUES 

For those of you that are new to this publication is it worth noting that a full archive of The Romsey 
Modeller (now almost 100 issues) plus its predecessor “Update” are available on our web site at 
https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine 

    

 

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2018 

https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine

