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JUNE / JULY 2019 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

Welcome to our June/July 2019 issue of the magazine. 

As I write this issue’s column, we are just 1 week away from our 4th model show. EEK! Most of the 
ground work is now done, including the painful birth of a floor plan layout that initially included the 
use of the stage. Fortunately, a timely visit the venue a few weeks back established we were unable 
to allow the public onto the stage area, so it was a no go.  We are set with tables pretty much including 
the use of some from Ampfield Hall.  

The table layout will allow for 21 club displays, 10 traders and one manufacturer. Add in a Model For 
Heroes donate and create session, 3 Amigos catering, an epic raffle, an ‘on table’ competition and best 
display awards, it promises to be a fantastic day. 

Dave Pogson has done a terrific job a prizing donations for our raffle from some high profile 
companies, which should make for a tremendous opportunity for show goers to win some fabulous 
kits and accessories.  However, we are still seeking further donations – I’d reckon almost most of the 
membership can spare a decent kit, a good book or accessory that they no longer wish to build or use. 
The condition has to be good though, please.  You can simply bring your donation along on the day.   

We’ve still some small details to sort out, and ascertain what volunteer levels we have for both 
Saturday set up and the show.  Full details of the show can be found on our website at 
https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/the-romsey-scale-model-show-2019 

It’s been a busy few months with shows, Tangmere, the Romsey Country show and Salisbury are done 
and gone.  I personally attended all three events, and thoroughly enjoyed them. Tangmere was well 
organised, very busy and a successful day for some members of the club. The Romsey Country show 
offered a chance to talk to non modellers about the hobby which most found very rewarding. The ‘big 
weekender’ was the first time the club had displayed 3 days on the trot. The Salisbury event was again 
well organised, but more relaxed than Tangmere, with plenty of traders and clubs to chat to.  Reports 
on all three are in this issue.   

I’ve begun my first of two articles on the Junkers D1 kit this month, which will conclude next time. I’m 
already a few weeks into my next WW1 build, the tiny and delicate looking Fokker E1. More on that 
soon. 

As this is this is the last issue before our show, can I thank everyone for their help so far, and wish you 
all a great day.  

 

 

Paul Adams 

Club President 

 

  

https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/the-romsey-scale-model-show-2019
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This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
our hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up – see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 
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CLUB NEWS  

UPCOMING SHOWS 

Apart from our show we are attending three shows over the next two months. 

On August 4th we have the Avon Model Show to be held at the normal location of Hornbury Leisure 
Centre, Alveston Hill, Thornbury, BS35 3JB. We have attended the last two years and have thoroughly 
enjoyed the event. The show boasts 3 large halls and due to is location further north than many of our 
other shows, it attracts clubs and vendors rarely seen on our normal show circuit. We have 12 ft of 
table space . http://www.ipmsavon.org.uk/shows.php 

The following weekend (August 11th ) we once again have 12 ft of table space at the Boscombe Down 
Show, a relatively small show held at Old Sarum Airfield Museum. The local location and interesting 
exhibits has made this show a poular outing for many of our club members, success in the competition 
, helps as well! http://www.boscombedownaviationcollection.co.uk/index_files/Page7648.htm  

Finally, on September 14th we will be attending IPMS Farnborough’s ModelFest , again having 12ft of 
tables space. https://ipmsuk.org/calendar/ipms-farnborough-modelfest-2019/ 

As ever we will be finalising arrangements for these show via our Facebook pages.  

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
http://www.ipmsavon.org.uk/shows.php
http://www.boscombedownaviationcollection.co.uk/index_files/Page7648.htm
https://ipmsuk.org/calendar/ipms-farnborough-modelfest-2019/
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WINGNUT WINGS JUNKERS D1 -PART 1 
PAUL ADAMS 

My adventure with WW1 aircraft modelling begun with the relatively simple Wingnut Wings Junkers 

D1. It’s not the most well known of aircraft to have been used during the conflict, and it was certainly 

one I hadn’t seen before until the kit was released just over 18 months ago. 

Presented in the usual WNW fashion, 

it begs to be built. The instructions 

alone are fantastic, with plenty of 

reference to help get you on your way 

to a decent replica of the aircraft. I 

note though, that some areas of the 

instructions could do with some 

additional graphic illustrations, as 

some aspects are left to the 

experience of the modeller. Mistakes 

can be made if you’re not paying 

attention and avoid an informed 

decision. 

As with most aircraft the build begins 

with the interior. Except, I began with 

the engine! 

The 6 cylinder Daimler-Mercedes engine is a common part amongst many of the German kits WNW 

have produced in the last 10 years, with some small variations to suit earlier or later examples. My 

chosen version was the 180hp engine fitted to early versions of the D1. Not that the late was much 

later, just a few months after it began service, the Armistice was called, but 200hp versions were in 

service for a short time. 

The engine went together like a dream, but it was clear from the outset, that a delicate hand was 

needed to free the parts from the sprue’s and to clean the parts up ready for assembly. I fractured a 

few delicate parts without breaking them very easily. 

 

   

Three stages of the engine build; the engine was airbrushed with Mr Hobby surface primer in black, the 
cylinders were masked off and the lower section drybrushed with Mr Hobby aluminium lacquer.  The basic 

unit was enhanced with valve springs, and spark plugs complete with plug and ignition wiring. Further 
weathering was added subsequent to these images. The completed unit makes for a very well detailed 

replica. 

 

 
The kit, ready to start, on my clean workbench way back in 

January! 
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I decided to add some detail and so I used some 0.5mm brass tube, cut to length for spark plugs, using 

0.5mm copper wire as plug leads. Drilling out the cylinders was another carefully executed job, and 

gluing in also proved to be an attention getter! I added spark plugs wires and lopped them onto the 

tube that carries them to the magneto. For painting I used Mr Hobby black Mr Surfacer and dry 

brushed the aluminium colour in using Mr Metal. I’d not tried dry brushing a lacquer on before, but it 

works surprisingly well. To help avoid any issues with damage from enamel washes, I clearcoated the 

finish with Tamiya flat clear acrylic. Small details were hand painted and dry brushed with more Mr 

Hobby colours. Weathering was achieved with AK’s range of products, using streaking grime, engine 

grime and panel washes. These can be manipulated using AK’s own odourless thinners. 

And so onto the cockpit; The D1 was of a tubular construction, and so fortunately there’s no wood 

finishes to cope with, except some small wooden handles. You have the option to leave the metal bare 

or, I as chose, to paint it mostly in German Green/Grey, RLM02. I do love this colour and it lends itself 

well to weathering and washes. I also at this stage painted the interior surfaces of the fuselage. I chose 

to paint with an old bottle of Xtracrylix RLM 02, which I wished I hadn’t as I continuously blocked all 

my airbrushes irrespective of thinner and ratio. The RLM02 was sprayed over a basecoat of black 

primer, and weathered with AK washes and streaking grime. I have since purchased some Mr Hobby 

paint for my next build. The fit of parts was exemplary even with a few microns of paint on mating 

surfaces. 

   

The interior is very well done in the kit and offers a real sense of the design that went into the aircraft. Most 
of the metal finishes of the interior were done using Mr Hobby metal paints, in most cases drybrushed on. 

Weathering was almost exclusively from AK. 

 

The aluminium parts were again painted with Mr Metal aluminium and flattened off with clear and 

weathered. 

I’d never painted leather before this model....Tamiya flat earth, and brown wash from AK and dry 

brushing with desert yellow saw a seat that looked more or less convincing. My plan to use fabric seat 

belts from HGW failed as the ones I purchased were made from paper and in my mind useless. I 

annealed the kit brass etch belts, fitted and painted them, which my to my surprise wasn’t a difficult 

as I’d imagined. Further weathering was added to the engine bearers using a soft pencil and some 

small amounts of dry brushing with silver. The fuel header tank was airbrushed with Mr Metal brass, 

cleared and weathered with general grime and fuel stains and run marks. Before closing up the 

fuselage, I added control lines for the rear elevators using fine Ez Line. Not so easy until you get used 

to handling the product! 
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The main cockpit detail is once again excellent. My only additions were wiring and control lines. The control 
column was incredibly delicate 

The fuselage half was fitted into place and glued, before fitting the other half. Your alignment here 

can affect how well the two halves fit, so attention must be paid when your gluing up the interior. I’ve 

read this is a common issue with some WNW kits, given especially as they have little paint tolerance 

around the areas that meet. The spine section was then fitted into place and here I had two small gaps 

to the leather cockpit surround, which was later dealt with using some Vallejo putty. All glue joints 

were done using Mr Hobby liquid glue. 

Next up, the wings; Here I stumbled upon my first complaint and surprise with the kit. I had gaps at 

the front of both wing roots. Thinking I had made a mistake myself aligning the fuselage, which at this 

point I couldn’t correct. It wasn’t until I closely inspected some other builds that I could see the same 

problem. It was nothing big to deal with, but a surprise nonetheless. Once the gaps were dealt with I 

tackled the leading edge seams along the wings. With the corrugated surface, this proved to be a time 

consuming exercise. More Vallejo putty was used and in the end, it was all worth the effort. 

 

   

The quality of fit on the kit was generally very good. I was surprised therefore to find gaps at the wing roots. 
This appears to be a common issue on this kit. The final shot shows the basic airframe ready for paint. 

Next time, I’ll paint the fuselage and finish her up. 
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IPMS TANGMERE SECTOR MODELLERS SHOW – 4TH MAY 2019 
PAUL ADAMS 

As the first part of a busy weekend for the club, the Romsey massive dropped in on the second ever 

Tangmere show – located within (and a few bits outside) the excellent Tangmere aviation museum. 

For 2019, the show was expanded to include more club displays, but unfortunately not so many 

traders. With a nice barbeque food set up outside, a competition area, a brilliant raffle and great 

weather, you couldn’t want much else from a model show.  

Our pitch was located in the Douglas Bader tribute ‘room’ – a bit small for a club of our size, but we 

made the best of it and put on a superb display of Romsey ‘might’.  

  

Two views of the table, shoehorned into the alcove that is the Bader tribute area. 

A good turnout of Dave, Duncan, Mark, Tony, Rob, Richard and myself, meant there was plenty on the 

table for the public to see. The only issue was getting the public to know where we were!!  

After a hearty breakfast of a decent bacon roll and coffee, the show opened and was busy up until the 

usual 2pm fall off. We handed out many show flyers, and some who appeared pleased to learn that 

there was another local show to go to. The display was popular, with many, “what did you use for 

that” and “how did you do that”, and “what kit is that” questions throughout the day. The WNW 

models on show created a lot of discussion with other modellers about to tackle the kits. 

  

Varied displays; The Harrier Sig table was superb, not a lot of armour about, but this one was executed very 
well. 
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The competition proved far more popular than the Tangmere guys expected, I think they had 120 

entries over all classes! Entries from Dave, Mark and Duncan did well – Dave had a bronze for his Irish 

DH9 diorama, Mark got gold for his 1/72nd HMS Cossack, and silver for HMS Acanthus. Duncan, with 

only his 3rd aircraft model under his belt, promptly won best large scale aircraft in class and in show 

with his Fokker EII! He also managed a silver medal for his Tamiya 1/12th Honda RC21V. Sadly, Dave’s 

lovely DFW was overlooked by the judges. Spurred on by the success in the open competition, we had 

high expectations of landing best table for a second year. Unfortunately, due an incorrectly positioned 

aerial on Mark’s M3 Stuart tank (spotted by the top table judge) we lost out to IPMS Salisbury.  

Disaster! Spoilt the day for me, what were you thinking Mark!? Joking aside, I think we were in the 

running, but we couldn’t have won two years on the bounce…. 

  

IPMS Farnborough and Southampton both had varied and interesting displays. 

At the close of the show, the raffle was held. Many tickets had been sold, and a large crowd gathered 

in anticipation. First ticket out of the bucket was Tony’s – the SWS Phantom was quickly snapped up. 

Second ticket drawn by Tony, was one of mine! A CSM 1/48th Armstrong Whitworth is in the stash. 

Later, Rob won and then drew Dave’s ticket out!!  Duncan bagged a Revel kit, and the lad’s from the 

Southampton club did well too.   

A really enjoyable day, great company and laughs with the guys, success in competition and a lot of 

appreciative viewers of our models.   
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Competition success for Romsey; Gold and best aircraft for Duncan’s EII, Mark’s brace of destroyers, gold 
and silver, gold for Duncan’s Honda RC211V and Dave’s Irish DH9a received a bronze.  

 

ROMSEY COUNTRY SHOW, BROADLANDS –  5TH -6TH MAY 2019 

When I learned that we were doing this event, I wasn’t overly enamoured with the thought of doing 

back to back shows over the May bank holiday weekend. However, it turned out to be more than 

worth doing as the table displays over both days were met with surprise and delight by many folk who 

went to a show not necessarily expecting to see highly detailed models.  

The display gear and models were still in the cars from the Tangmere event, so there was less to do 

first thing, so after meeting at Tony’s we arrived in just a few minutes to the event. Our pitch was in 

the ‘local clubs’ marquee – together with the Romsey Ramblers,  Romsey Bowling club, the Romsey 

WI and a lady selling weaved baskets and such. Not your usual gathering for a model club, but it made 

for an interesting day. Unlike us however, the other clubs simply set up some information display 

boards, popped a few chairs down, and they were done. 

Our promise of a 24 foot double depth display was not met by the organisers, so we cobbled together 

a new arrangement of tables (further re-arranged on Sunday) and set the display up. On hand for 

Sunday were Tony, Mark, Rob, Richard, Les, Will and myself. The Saturday display contained mostly 

aircraft, but also we had room for both of Richard’s carriers and his Titanic, Mark’s HMS Cossack,  a 

sizable traction engine from Les, both the 1/32nd UHU 219 and B25 were out, along with some more 

WWII stuff (Richard’s Mossie), and a few WWI’s in there too.  A large display with 40+ models certainly 

makes an impressive sight. For Monday, Luke, Chris, Malcolm and Karl, with a slightly smaller table 

arrangement, put on a strong armour display for the public, with dioramas and large and small scale 

armour.  
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The Sunday crew table; Mainly aircraft, though sizeable ship models really helped lift the display. 

After set up, we fetched breakfast – it was then that you realise you should have brought you own 

food! Coffee at £3-£3.50 for a small cup was a rip off, and a decent bacon roll would set you back 

£5.50. Lunch was no cheaper. I’m not sure what Les paid for the massive doughnuts he bought, but 

they were lovely! 

The displays were greeted with much interest, in particular from people that hadn’t model for many 

years, met with fascination from the youngsters, dismay from many wives (!), and keen interest in 

some that were looking at getting back into the hobby. The potential for model damage was limited 

to just one propeller blade on the B25 Mitchell.   

  

The Monday crew table; A complete change allowed for armour, dioramas, and just a few aircraft. 

So, the question is; was it worth it? Well, yes. The show is a very unique opportunity to promote the 

club and the hobby. We handed out countless flyers for our own show, just across the road from 

Broadlands, and so hopefully some of them will come along on the day. I think we also engaged the 

interest of the young and old and perhaps helped some to get back into the hobby. Thank you to the 

guys for their commitment in attending over this exceptional weekend. 

We have already been asked to attend next year, so I guess, with a packed lunch on hand, we can help 

promote the hobby once more.       
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IPMS SALISBURY SHOW, JUNE 1ST 2019. 

The Salisbury show is one of those events that, as its well run, allows for a very enjoyable day with 

fellow modellers. This year was no exception. 

Yet another sunny day (how do they do that!?) meant carting the gear in (and back out) was not unduly 

pleasant, and by 07:30, cloths were on the table. This event is always well attended by the club, and 

this year we had, Phil, Luke, Mark, Keith,  Malcolm, Andy, Lee,  Rob, Dave O’Meara, and little old me 

again. We had two chairs. Set up however did take a while, as some didn’t arrive until after 9:00am, 

which meant we were still fiddling with the display at 09:30….! 

  

Our table at Salisbury 2019; A big turnout of members meant for a solid display which engaged many 
passers by.  

Anyhow, another eclectic display, centred on Phil’s Big Brown Thing diorama, looked great. The large, 

well lit main hall was joined by the opening up of the gym, which allowed space for a second Salisbury 

table, a large 18 foot pitch for Farnborough, and a large trader presence from MDP amongst others. 

The extra space was very welcome.  The competition area was in its normal place, just across from the 

delightful toilet facilities.  
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The show is well attended by traders every year, but despite Paul Francis being within spitting distance 

of our table, I didn’t crack and buy any WNW’s! The show offered the chance for myself and Mark to 

speak to some of the traders ahead of our show, and also a few clubs too.  

The show typically is very busy first thing, with many visitors filling the hall, checking out the models, 

buying that essential kit (there were a few bargains about) and refreshing themselves with the 

extensive cake line up. We attracted many to stop at the table and chat about our work, and of course 

Phil’s diorama was the subject of much conversation and photo taking.  

Other Romsey Modellers made it to the show - Russell popped in, as did Will, and Les (I think).  The 

competition area was a little lacking in entries this year, but the quality was very good.  I placed my 

2003 Honda RC211V in and won civilian vehicles. There’s not much interest in the competition at this 

show, borne out by the lack of attention shown by many as the class winners were announced. Odd.   

The club displays were great, in particular the hosts Salisbury who had a 1/32 HK Lancaster on display, 

recently finished I guess. I also had a chat with Dave Hooper from the Great War Sig and learned some 

good tips for rigging the larger Bi-planes I have in the stash.  
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A good day with the guys, a varied display, with quality abound as usual.   
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PENDON MUSEUM VISIT.  
KARL SCAMMELL 

Situated just over an hour’s drive away via the A34 is the Pendon museum, located just outside Didcot. 
Now I hear you cry, it’s a model railway layout, what has that got to do with our hobby? Well quite a 
lot really, as there is considerable crossover between the two hobbies particularly in terms of 
producing natural scenery, building construction and general modelling techniques. So, it was with 
that in mind that the D team consisting of myself, Phil Harding, Luke Hayes and Mad Monty aka 
Malcolm Grant paid Pendon a visit. 

The museum was founded by Roy England (a somewhat appropriate surname) who witnessing the 
rapidly changing landscape around him particularly in terms of the loss of local architecture began to 
construct model representations which would act as a unique record of them. 

The layouts provide a glimpse of rural life in the period of the 1920’s to the 30’s, with the railways 
representing Great Western Railway (GWR) operations during this period. 

The museum has three large layouts and a fourth small layout of the Torbay coastal line situated in 
the small shop area. 

The first layout is the Madder Vale Railway which was originally built in the 1930’s. Due to its age, this 
layout is only run on selective days, however, the buildings are well worth studying and very 
impressive considering they were built around eighty years ago. 

The next layout to see is the Dartmoor scene. The centre piece of this layout is an iconic Brunel timber 
viaduct modelled on the original located close to Tavistock. What also struck me with this layout was 
the sense of ‘vista’ it created particularly with clever use of a blue-sky backdrop.  

 

Brunel’s viaduct with the Dartmoor peaks behind, stunning. 
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Close up showing viaduct construction. 

 

More stunning scenery detail running below the viaduct. 
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The third layout situated on the first floor is the Vale scene, which represents the Vale of the White 
Horse as it was eighty years ago. This layout is huge but again the detail is absolutely stunning from 
the buildings, people, wildlife, vegetable gardens, landscapes and not forgetting the railway itself. You 
initially view the scene from a low level but as you walk round the layout you gradually climb so that 
finally you can look down across the depicted landscape, truly stunning. Also, particularly impressive 
is when the layout is shown at night and some of the buildings light up.  

I would encourage anyone interested in modelling to pay this museum a visit, you will not be 
disappointed.  

 MUSEUM DETAILS: - 

Pendon museum, Long Wittenham, Abingdon, Oxfordshire, OX14 4QD. 

Web: pendonmuseum.com. 

Opens at weekends and bank holidays and selected other days (see website for details). Opens at 
11.00, closes 16.00. A point to note that the museum carpark is not particularly large, therefore on 
busy weekend days parking might be difficult. 

SOME IMAGES OF THE VALE LAYOUT. 

 

 

General view of the Vale layout, not all shown due size. 
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Barn being re-thatched. 

 
Amazing detail. 
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Hay stacking. 

  
You could almost mistake these two views as being real!! 
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KITASTROPHIK KOGITATIONS - LAZY LIGHTING    BY GRAY SHARPLING  

I must admit that I really struggled to find something to talk about this month.  Hence this is shorter 
than you’ve seen recently.  Even though I have started a new modelling project, the C.O. has been 
finding lots of other things that need doing around the house and garden.  So I haven’t completed 
nearly enough of the kit to warrant a build-article of any sort.  In fact, I have done almost no modelling 
whatsoever for fully two months now, which is getting frustrating.  I have also started preparations 
for an additional side-project that is sort-of modelling-related; but again that hasn’t progressed 
enough to report anything either.  Although in this second case, the reason is financial more than 
anything else.  So for this month, I had to think a little outside the box if I wanted to keep my self-
inflicted “every issue” schedule un-interrupted - believe it or not, this issue will effectively be the two-
year anniversary of KK’s. 

I appear to be one of just a handful, possibly less, of Romsey Modellers who occasionally light their 
models.  It depends strongly on the subject, and whether I think it will be worth it.  My modelling mojo 
fluctuates wildly (currently I’m in a low patch), and so I tend to do just one “major” project per year.  
If I can manage more than one completed model in a given year, then the others tend to be smaller 
projects.  In case you were wondering, in my head, my modelling-year goes from November to 
November - either Romsey Annual competition to Romsey Annual competition, or Telford to Telford 
(since that is the one and only time per year I can potentially display any of my models outside the 
club to the general public).  So if I light a model, it is obviously likely to be the “major” project rather 
than one of the smaller ones I do in any given year. 

To-date, out of a total of twenty completed models since I joined the Romsey Modellers club, I have 
built four models with lights.  In sequence, they are: 

 Airfix 1/48th Bae Hawk T.1 

 Polar Lights 1/144th Forbidden Planet C-57D Cruiser 

 Bandai 1/12th Star Wars C-3PO 

 Hasegawa 1/48th Sikorsky SH-3D Sea King Helicopter 

And I fully admit I cheated!  I used pre-made lighting kits for all four. 

 



The Romsey Modeller – June/ July 2019 
 

 
 

21 

21 

 

For the Airfix Hawk and the Hasegawa Sea King, I bought Beacons Lighting kits from RavenScale 
Models.  These come completely pre-wired and ready to fit.  You get the constant-on red and green 
wing-tip navigation marker lights, one red flashing beacon light, two white strobing lights, and two 
white constant-on landing lights.  This is usually sufficient for most aircraft, and in some cases more 
than enough.  Example, on the Hawk I had to remove one of the white strobing LED’s as Hawk’s don’t 
have two.  You also get a short length of 1mm fibre-optic and some heat-shrink tubing to allow you to 
feed fibre-optic from the nav-lights if the wings are too-thin for the LED’s themselves to fit at the wing-
tips.  I used this fibre-optic for my Hawk’s nav-lights, but it was my very first time using fibre-optic, 
and I wasn’t very successful unfortunately.  The end result was barely visible, even in dim light.  I 
clearly did something wrong, but I’m not sure what. 

The LEDs are wired to a small controlling circuit-board, and a slim magnetic-reed switch.  The idea is 
that you glue the reed switch to the inside of the aircraft fuselage somewhere, then you don’t need 
any ugly protruding switches to turn the lights on and off.  Just brush the magnet against the fuselage 
outside of where you glued the reed-switch, and you can cycle through four settings: 0. All-off; 1. turn 
nav-lights on; 2. turn red-beacon on; 3. turn strobe 
lights on; 4. turn landing lights on; then your next 
swipes with the magnet cycle backwards towards 0. 
All-off again.  This is all powered by a 3V supply.  In 
the lighting-kit, you get a tiny 2-button-cell holder 
(batteries included!) that RavenScale Models assume 
you will hide somewhere inside the fuselage and cut 
a small access-hatch somehow.  Example; if this were 
for lighting a bomber, then you could hide the 
button-cells behind bomb-bay doors perhaps? 

For my Hawk, since it was so small I would have 
struggled to fit even the button-cells, I cut-off the supplied holder, ran the wires down an in-flight 
stand I fashioned from brass tube, and used a 2-AA battery holder in the base instead.  This proved to 
be a good idea in hindsight, as I also used one of these kits to light my Sea King.  In the Sea-King’s case, 
I used the supplied button-cells and hid the battery holder up the dipping-sonar-bouy tube, so the 
model could be placed on any base I fancied (or none) and the lights would still work.  I discovered the 
hard way however, that a pair of button cells only last about 1½ hours max when everything is turned 
on!  Whereas a pair of AA batteries will easily last all (Telford) weekend (when somebody forgets to 
turn them off overnight - cough)! 

Recently, since I bought mine, RavenScale 
Models have added the option to include a 
pre-wired 2AA-battery holder instead of 
the button-cell holder when you order 
through the web-site.  Also, you can now 
specify whether you want single- or double-
strobing white lights, depending on 
whether your aircraft is military or civilian. 
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For my Bandai C-3PO droid, I used a custom lighting kit from Tirydium Models.  This was much simpler, 
consisting of just a pair of tiny pre-wired 0805-size surface-mount LEDs, a tiny circuit-board, and a 2-
AAA battery holder with built-in on/off switch.  This was custom-built for this one specific kit, and you 
had no choice but to put the battery unit in a base of some sort.  Given the simplicity, the price was 
less than half the cost of one of RavenScale Models aircraft lighting kits. 

 
The LED’s for C-3PO’s eyes are circled - tiny!  And it is possible to get smaller! 

 

For the Forbidden Planet cruiser, the kit I bought was actually the “deluxe edition” that came with a 
lighting and motor kit in the box from the manufacturer!  There was a pre-made plastic ring for the 
engines, with eight red LED’s already wired in-place, a small motor to rotate the engine-grill-effect 
thingy, and a custom designed housing that fit underneath the saucer-dome for the 9V battery and 
on/off switch.  My biggest issue with this kit was to “frost” the clear engine parts so that the LED’s 



The Romsey Modeller – June/ July 2019 
 

 
 

23 

23 

didn’t show individually as hot-spots, but became a uniform red glow - Humbrol Glass Etch spray did 
the trick. 

  

 

  

 

If I had wanted to, there are several custom lighting kits that I could have purchased for my Bandai 
Millennium Falcon.  Bandai themselves produce one, but it is an add-on-purchase - it doesn’t come in-
the-box - and for what you get, I personally don’t really think it’s worth the money.  Tirydium Models, 
VooDooFX, and others, also produce custom lighting kits for either the Bandai or Fine Moulds Falcon’s.  
But for that particular model, since mine was to be displayed landed and powered-down, I didn’t want 
or need to light it anyway.  Similarly, most of the Bandai Star Wars spacecraft have lighting kits 
available from several different third-party companies. 

So if you wanted to light your models, it is actually easier than you might think.  In my limited 
experience, the biggest question you have to answer is where to put the batteries?  And if these are 
to be outside the model, then how to hide the wires to the batteries? 

If you are willing to spend the money, there are pre-wired kits available that are good for most aircraft 
and spacecraft.  Some even include small motors to power propellers.  So you don’t have to know 
anything at all about electronics whatsoever!  I fully admit my own knowledge dates back to my O- 
and A-Level Physics classes from over 35 years ago, plus basic “wiring a plug”-level household electrics.  
So if I can use these pre-made lighting kits, then anybody can.  They certainly add table-bling to any 
model! 

Other than pre-made lighting kits, making your own custom lighting-rig for a model actually isn’t that 
hard.  But I think that is a subject for another day.  I would need to go into just a little basic maths, and 
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I’ve probably waffled on long enough already for one month.  So I’ll save that subject for another dry-
spell in my article schedule. 

 

Useful Links: 

Raven Scale Models: Beacons Model Lighting Kits: 
http://www.ravenscalemodels.com/beacons_model_lighting.html 
 
Tirydium Models: Sci-Fi Lighting Kits: 
https://www.tirydiummodels.co.uk/Sci-Fi_Lighting_Kits/cat2467901_2216718.aspx 
 
Tirydium Models: Aircraft Lighting Kits: 
https://www.tirydiummodels.co.uk/Military/cat2467901_3398560.aspx 
 
VooDooFX Lighting Kits: 
http://www.voodoofx.com/product-category/lighting-kit-accessories/ 

 

  

http://www.ravenscalemodels.com/beacons_model_lighting.html
https://www.tirydiummodels.co.uk/Sci-Fi_Lighting_Kits/cat2467901_2216718.aspx
https://www.tirydiummodels.co.uk/Military/cat2467901_3398560.aspx
http://www.voodoofx.com/product-category/lighting-kit-accessories/
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SS JEREMIAH O'BRIEN 
TONY ADAMS 

I have had to perform quite a lot of business trips over the years, generally they are not as glamorous 
as often perceived, often consisting of seeing one hotel / meeting room after another with very little 
chance to take in the “scenery”. The recent exception was on my trip last year to San Francisco where 
I managed to get time to visit the USS Pampanito, a WW2 submarine open to the public near 
Fisherman’s Wharf, I wrote about that trip in the Octo/ Nov 18 issue of this magazine. Unfortunately 
on that trip I didn’t have time to view the other historical ship tied up alongside, the SS Jeremiah O-
Brien, so on finding myself back in San Francisco with a few hours of my own, I made a beeline for the 
ship. 

HISTORY 

The SS Jeremiah O'Brien is one of two remaining fully 
functional Liberty ships of the 2,710 built and launched 
during World War. She is a class EC2-S-CI ship (Liberty 
Ship) , built in just 56 days at the New England 
Shipbuilding Corporation in South Portland, Maine and 
launched on 19 June 1943. 

She made four round-trip convoy crossings of the 
Atlantic and was part of the Operation Neptune 
invasion fleet armada on D-Day making eleven 
crossings of the English Channel carrying personnel and 
supplies to the Normandy beaches in support of the D-
Day invasion.  

Following this she was sent to the Pacific Theatre of 
Operations and saw 16 months of service in both the South Pacific and the Indian Ocean calling at 
ports in Chile, Peru, New Guinea, the Philippines, India, China, and Australia. 

After the war, she was "mothballed" and laid up in the Reserve Fleet at Suisun Bay, north of San 
Francisco. Thirty-three years later, skilful manoeuvring by U.S. Maritime Administration official Rear 
Adm. Thomas J. Patterson (himself a former Liberty ship sailor), saved the O'Brien from the scrap yard. 
In 1979, after hundreds of hours labour by volunteer crew members to remove thick layers of 
preservatives, the O'Brien headed for San Francisco to be restored. No other ship ever has steamed 
out of the mothball fleet under her own power. Following dry-docking, generous donations of money 
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and supplies by numerous individuals and companies, and thousands of hours of restoration work by 
her volunteer crew, the old ship entered service on San 
Francisco Bay in like-new condition. 

She is today fully seaworthy and just the day before my visit 
exited the harbour for a day cruise, she regularly takes part in 
“Navy Days” around the bay area, and for a price, members of 
the public can sail on her. 

In 1994 she sailed to the UK (Southampton) to take part in the 
50th anniversary of D – day events, from where she repeated 
her epic voyage to Normandy. Of the more than 5,000 ships 
that formed the original D-Day armada, the O'Brien was the 
only ship to return 50 years later! 

THE TOUR 

The weather was overcast and drizzly, so there weren’t too 
many people about as I paid my $15 entrance fee (that made 
me a senior – the cheek!). The volunteers were very friendly, 
more so when they found out I was British and came from 
Southampton where the O’Brien had operated from. I was 
inundated with information about the ship and here operation. 
In the end I had to break away as I only had a limited amount 

of time and there was much to see.  

UPPER DECK 

 

In keeping with trying to maintain the heritage of the ship without significant modification , there is 
very little changes to accommodate visitors ( I was surprised at the lack of “heath and safety”) , I found 
myself climbing up vertical ladders to get onto the gun decks which I found a little hairy. You are pretty 
much allowed to roam around the ship at will, due to a rain squall I became to only one on deck). 
Much of the machinery was in original condition and was well used (and is continued to be used) , 
there was some wonderful examples of weathering , particularly the rust on some of the windlasses . 
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The armament of the O’Brien consisted of  

 1 x 3 inch (76mm) )/50 calibre gun mounted on the bow 
(shown here)  

 1 × 5 inch (127 mm)/38 calibre gun (on the stern) 

 8 × 20 mm Oerlikon anti-aircraft guns ( mounted in 
emplacements on the bow ,midships and stern). 

The guns were maned by a marine detachment (separate from 
the civilian crew) who were housed in their own accommodation 
to the rear of the bridge. 

 

 

   

 

Walking around the deck in my solitude , you couldn’t fail to reflect on the scenes that were played 
out 75 years ago. The hustle and bustle were gone but the atmosphere of the ship remained – it was 
quite poignant. 
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INTO THE DECKHOUSE 

The main deckhouse, provided crew accommodation. I was surprised at the size of the mess and 
bunks, the ship wasn’t as cramped as I imagined. Some areas were out of bounds as they are still being 
used. 

 

The captain’s cabin(left) was very roomy, but the crew 
quarters were not to far behind ( I doubt the TV is 
original!)  

 

The naviagtion office was 
dominated by the huge 
gyro compass in the 
middle of the room, 
apparently it is still 
operational , however . I 
did spy some GPS 
equipement that is 
required for current 
seaworth certification. 

The galley was very big and 
still used for feeding 
volenteers and crew. 
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I was once again alone in the bridge ( I consider playing with the capstan before maturity got the 
better of me) , the view from the windows is very limited , and no doubt would have been reduced 
further if the armour plates coving them were in place as would have been the case in a war zone. 

 

The side of the 
bridge, look at the 
weathering! 
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THE ENGINE ROOM 

 

If you have seen the move Titanic , you will have seen the engine room as this was used 
extensively in the film. The engine room spans 5 decks of the ship, on entering you are 
immediately hit with the heat (steam was still up from her voyage the previous day) . Access to 
each deck was via near vertical ladders (beware of vertigo!). 

 

The centre of the engine room is dominated by the massive cylinder 
blocks of the triple expansion stream engine. Each of the three 
cylinders pulls more energy from the available stream. Despite the size 
of the engine room, I am told that only 3 people are require to operate 
the engine.  

The smell of oil is everywhere, I spent 15 minutes in this space and was 
relieved when I emerged into fresh air, what the conditions were like 
operating the ship in heavy seas under U-boat attack does bear 
thinking about. 
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THE CARGO HOLDS 

The cargo hold now contains a museum dedicated to the ship, her service and her current life as a 
living tribute to the liberty ships and the men that served in them. There are example cargos and a 
few military vehicles. The area is dominated by a brilliant diorama of the ship off the coast of 
Normandy , which was very impressive. 

 

 

Unfortunately I had run out of time , and had to rejoin my colleagues ( who had weirdly turned down 
the chance to see an old ship in favour of seeing the Golden Gate!) . If you get to go to San Francisco 
, I highly recommend visiting the O’Brien , you won’t be disappointed. 
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JACKAL IN HIDE 
CHRIS PHILLIPS 

HISTORY. 

The Jackel is a product of Supacat based in 
Devon. Built under licence from the Lockheed 
Martin group, his machine is a large 4x4 recon 
vehicle capable of being self-contained and 
able to carry enough stores /fuel/ammo for a 
long patrol. It has a robust suspension system 
similar to that on the latest Range Rovers, 
enabling it to reach 80mph on roads and 
50mph cross country. The vehicle has a 

Cummins 6.7 litre diesel engine and a range of 500 miles, weighing in at 6.7 tons, with a width of 2.0 
mtrs and a length of 5.39 mtrs. Armaments consists of a .50 cal or 40mm grenade launcher, plus a 
7.62mm GPMG. Along with these, are 4 smoke dischargers on each corner and the crew weapons, 
which may include law anti-tank missiles/grenades/Javelin  etc. 

Jackal was first used in Afghanistan, where it was well received by our troops due to the open nature 
of the vehicle, along with its IED protected hull, however it has now been deployed to Latvia!!! An 
altogether entirely different type of climate and terrain. 

 
 

THE KIT 

This kit as you can see is produced by Airfix in 1/48 
scale, to this I have added the Airfix photo etch set 
(by Eduard) and a set of resin wheels. With these 
additions the price of the kit has doubled to near 
£40. This kit by the way has been around for a while, 
and how I have overlooked this item I’ll never know, 
but the warrior MICV is now on my “to do list”. 

Starting off with a quick rinse in soapy water to 
remove oils etc. I assembled the floor pan and 
running gear fairly quickly, but remember that due 
to its open nature painting as you go along is almost 
a must, just like the cockpit of an aircraft. 
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The wheels were replaced at this point because the “bar grip” type tyres supplied were never used on 
this vehicle, so at great expense I sourced a set from “Allycat” 

 

From now on the p/e comes into play, replacing or enhancing kit parts as you build up the sides and 
cabin  

 

Although ejector pin marks are visible at this stage they are well covered up when the kit is complete. 
P/E in the photo is the chequer plate flooring. It was 
at this stage I started to change my mind from an 
Afghan jackal to one in Latvia, having seen a good 
photo on exercise “Atlantic Resolve”.  

As you progress through the build, it becomes 
inevitable that a bit of carving is required. This is the 
case with the running boards, where the moulded 
chequer pattern is removed to be replaced by mesh 
from the p/e set . This also applies to, grills on the 
side and inside the cabin area.  
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In this photo you can see the very impressive improvement (yes I swallowed a dictionary) of the rear 
fold out racks, along with the 
ammo box trays and new 
wheels, I have also sprayed a 
green colour over the top of 
the sand all for a good 
reason. The reason being the 
sand colour showed through 
on many of the jackals plus 
some of the kit stayed a 
sandy colour, i.e. seats, 
machine gun mounts, and 
where the paint had been 
damaged changing wheels 
etc.. 

 

Although this is not the final picture we are almost there. I have managed to source some figures to 
liven it up, “nicked” from the quad bike set. In this photo you will notice there is also seat belts awaiting 
someone to “belt up “in, I have also turned the front wheels to add a sense of movement. 

DEBRIEF 

Altogether an enjoyable build even if it was a bit stressful at 
times, add to that it was the first time I have used so much 
photo etch. As an out of the box build it is easy enough for 
anyone, but with the etch and resin, BE PATIENT or BE A 
PATIENT,,    you could well end up with a heart attack !!!!!!! 

  . 

 

  

 

A Jackel as viewed from my Truck Cab! 
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MUSÉE DES BLINDÉS, SAUMUR 
WILL BOOTH 

In late May our family visited the Loire area. I put in a bid to visit the Musee des Blindees at Saumur, 
so got dropped off outside while the family visited the town and castle. On arrival I found two low -
loaders outside, one with a Panzer IV aboard, the second awaiting its Panther. They were being taken 
off to events in Normandy over the following weeks (I think the Panther will be at Bovvie Tankfest 
too!). A couple of Shermans were parked outside the museum, and at the edge of the public area you 
could look across to some of the scrapline collection, including a Sherman DD under cover. 

Entrance fee was very reasonable, and you’re straight into the WW1 area. As well as the little Renault 
that served through to WW2, there were a couple of France’s early efforts, they didn’t seem to have 
allowed for uneven ground judging by the overhangs. Then it’s through to the German hall which has 
a good spread of Panthers, Tigers, Marders and half-tracks, as well as guns. This was the original kernel 
of the collection as an officer in the late 40’s/ early 50s decided to round up the various bits of Axis 

equipment then-serving or just 
retired from the French Army as a 
historic and technical resource. 

Other halls have a good collection of 
Battle of France French tanks and 
softskins, with their interesting 
camouflage schemes, Allied 
equipment British, US and Soviet and 
finally post-war equipment. The 

post-war stuff includes vehicles from Vietnam (Indochine) and NATO types such as Chieftain, M48 
series and Leopards amongst others, as well as a big group of AMX types. 

All the tanks in the museum are in good condition, well-presented and apparently many in working 
order. There are information boards in English for those whose schoolboy French didn’t cover 
armoured warfare! I was there about 2 and a half hours; Russell E would probably spend that just in 
the German section. 
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The shop was well stocked too, with a good selection of kits, from Heller and Italeri through to Meng 
and Takom. The next weekend was due to be a model show, so the stock may have been built up for 
that, though the number of models in cases seemed to show a strong link with local modelling groups 
and events. 

Eat elsewhere before or after your visit; unlike UK museums, there were only a couple of vending 
machines for drinks. In France if one visits a museum you’re meant to be looking at the exhibits, but 
at lunchtime you’re supposed to go to a proper café or restaurant. 

Well worth visiting if you’re in the area. If you can go when there’s an event on, they sometimes allow 
visits to the areas not on show. Judging by the scrappers they had on show outside the other stored 
vehicles must be well-worth having a look – apparently the museum only shows a quarter of the tanks 
in the collection. 

Website for the museum is www.museedesblindes.fr 

 

  

  

http://www.museedesblindes.fr/
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The Romsey Modeller – June/ July 2019 
 

 
 

38 

38 

CLUB DIARY 2019 

2019 

July 17th   Late Club Night  
July 14th ROMSEY SCALE MODEL SHOW 

2019 

August 7th    

August 21st   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night 

August 4th  

August 11th  

Avon Model Show 

Boscombe Down Show 

September 4th    

September 18th   

Early Club Night Airfix Competition 

Late Club Night 

September 14th 

September 28th /29th  

Farnborough ModelFest  

Bovington Model Show -Late 

October 2th    

October 16th   

Early Club Night 

Late Club Night 

  

November 6th    

November 20th   

Early Club Night 

Annual Competition 

November 10th/11th  

November 24th 

Scale Model World 2019 

Bugle Call 

December 4th    

December 18th   

Early Club Night 

Xmas Club Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday July 17th              (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Paul Adams 
Show Secretary  Mark Husband Tel: 07806 636208 email: ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Chris Phillips 

Gray Sharpling 
Will Booth 
Karl Scammell 

  

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
mailto:ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk
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FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

 

BACK ISSUES 

For those of you that are new to this publication is it worth noting that a full archive of The Romsey 
Modeller (now almost 100 issues) plus its predecessor “Update” are available on our web site at 
https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine 

    

 

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2019 

https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine

