
 



 

FEBRUARY 2014 

THIS MONTH 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Tony has kindly asked me to write the opening for this month’s magazine, marking what has been an up and 

down month for me.  

At the Yeovilton Show in mid February, I experienced one of my most character testing moments since getting 

back into the hobby in 1996. You’ll have read the disastrous events that befell my box of models in the car park 

– fortunately I’ve since been able to repair all bar one of the models, a bike model requiring some additional 

time not available to me at present. Ironically, my last test of character was that very bike!! 

At February’s AGM night, you all elected me as the club’s first President. I never assumed that I would be 

everyone’s automatic choice, but the show of hands told otherwise. It’s a new role within the club and one I 

intend to fulfil to the best of my ability. When Tony proposed the role at our last committee meeting, I asked 

him “what will I do in that role?”   His reply was “what you’re doing now” or words to that effect. 

So, your Club President will be a safe pair of hands on the wheel, a guide if you like. I’ll probably need to make 

some adjustments to our direction as we go along, but given what we have achieved as a group so far, they’ll 

be few and far between. 

What has inspired me throughout both events has been the support shown by members of the club and fellow 

modellers, who felt both the pain of my box of broken models and then were only too keen to elect me into 

this new role as well.   

This support isn’t exclusive of course, it’s available to anyone wishing to take up or who are already taking part 

in the hobby; they only need to join a modelling club like ours to experience a true sense of community.  

 

Paul Adams 

Club President  

 

P.S. Just to be clear, Tony and I while sharing the same surname are not related (to our knowledge). 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater 

for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we 

often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also 

attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just 

come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see the last page for 

details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

 

  

CLUB AGM 

At our last February meeting we held our AGM as required by IPMS membership . 

Here are my notes of what we discussed 

 Election of club officials 

Paul Adams was unanimously voted in as our first club President, the rest of the club positions were 

confirmed 

Tony Adams : IPMS Secretary, Steve Edwards – Treasurer, Sean Summers – Competition Secretary, 

Brain Samson – Deputy Treasurer    

 Statement of Accounts  

Steve outlined the healthy nature of the clubs accounts, Brian has audited the figures. Despite heavy 

outlay on table clothes and stands we have £500 in the bank ( accounting for the hall charge). We 

agreed to keep Subs at £3 per meeting  

 Club Polo Shirts 

We have a number of design proposals, TA will send them out via email, member were asked to state 

their preference to allow us to draw up a short list. 

 IPMS return 

This is due (and has since been submitted) , we will request 12ft at Telford 

 Club Activities 2014 

o Shows 

We agreed this years list and an additional visit to Bugle call ( same day as Middle Wallop), 

we may try Milton Keynes next year  

o Telford 2014 

Same format as last year with us showing as many members models as possible, it would be 

great if more members could commit to both days 

o Competitions 

As per diary, we will have a special WWI category in the annual competition. We need to 

discuss if we want to do standard kits for BAMIND 
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o Club night activities  

We are starting the group build project, Sean will coordinate 

Andy Argent due next month 

More demo planned 

o Other outings 

Duxford airshow was discussed , it is likely we will arrange a visit 

Little interest in Boscome Down museum 

 Club Show 

While we will continue to look into this we need to gather further funds before we can commit, 

unlikely to be until 2016 unless we get further funding 

 Website 

We need to get on and do it!, Nigel volunteered to add news more regularly ( TA to arrange login) 

 

EAST TYTHERLEY COUNTRY FAYRE 

I have received the following email: 

I hope you don’t mind me contacting you, but I am one of the organisers of The East Tytherley Country 

Fayre.  The country fayre, which takes place on the 7
th

 June 2014, is organised by volunteers within the 

village primarily to raise money for the upkeep of our village church, but this year the focus will be more of 

a commemorative event. 

This year the fayre takes place on the anniversary of D-Day, and will be a 1940’s themed occasion.  

Lockerley Mechanical Society will be hosting an exhibition about the American Army base that was sited 

at Lockerley Hall, and which played a pivotal role in ‘operation overlord’.  The church is in the process of 

commissioning a memorial containing the names of the men of East Tytherley who gave their lives during 

the second world war, which is hoped will be completed by the 7
th

. 

I was wondering whether you might have a few members who would be interested in coming along to the 

fayre to display some of your war related models, and perhaps demonstrate some of your modelling skills, 

and of course publicise your club. My mums partner is a modeller, and often comes along to your group, 

and I am in complete awe of the amazing and intricate models he has completed. 

The fayre takes place on June 7
th

 2014 12noon till 5.30pm in the grounds of Oaklands House, SP5 1LE   

We have agreed in principal to attend, we will discuss this further at the next club meeting. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

Russell Eden will give a talk on groundwork and base making at the late March meeting 
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THE CLUB BUILD : REVELL 1/32 HEINKEL HE 219 NIGHTFIGHTER "UHU" (EAGLE OWL)   
BY WILL BOOTH 

Some of you may be aware that Sean Summers has 

been soliciting volunteers to build a "club kit". The 

idea is that some work would be done or used as 

demonstration pieces at each meeting with someone 

taking it home to push on in between. Sean is aiming 

to get a little photo-etch to dress it up and for 

"show'n'tell" but in the meantime at the March Extra 

meeting I was informed I was “volunteered” for 

assembly part one - the cockpit tub. 

 

THE AIRCRAFT  

The He219 was a purpose built night-fighter that through development and political intrigues did not appear in 

huge numbers. This may have been fortunate given that the aircraft pioneered "Schrage Musik" (Jazz Music!) 

upward firing cannon, and on supposedly its first combat sortie shot down five RAF heavy bombers.  Quite a 

large twin engined plane, it carried two crew together with both normal and upward firing armament. Despite 

the many aerials for the radar 

system festooning the airframe it 

was able to catch the Mosquito, and 

no doubt the Luftwaffe's first tricycle 

undercarriage was a benefit for 

ground handling at night. The crew 

were provided with the first ejection 

seats fitted in any production 

military aircraft, which apparently 

worked well, survival rates being 

much higher than with other early 

systems. 

THE KIT  

This is one of Revell's  newish 1/32 kits rather than the range they did in the sixties.  It is moulded in grey 

plastic, with nice clear transparencies. The parts generally look crisp, both the (obviously) large fuselage and 

wing elements as well as the detail pieces, though I am dubious of the survivability of the plastic aerials. I 

suspect these may need replacement in metal somehow. A few spots of flash and some prominent ejector pin 

marks worried me, but I think they're all on hidden surfaces. Decals look well printed (no Hakenkreuzer 

though), I guess we will have to choose which sub-type and decorative scheme to follow before too long. 
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PREPARATION  

My first job is always to wash all the pieces. I read its best to get rid 

of all the moulding oils and that it helps with painting, even if it all 

has to be done again to get rid of finger oils before the final 

finishing. A bigger tub than usual was needed for these sprues, Aldi 

detergent is probably better than "Fairy" as it won't have any kind-

to-your-hands additives! 

PROGRESS  

Step one of the instructions was to paint the cockpit floor and walls. 

Weirdly, one wall is cast in clear plastic, but after careful checking I 

think this is because of space on the sprues as it will be down inside 

the fuselage sides. I hope I turn out to be right when we get to that 

stage... 

Anyway my brief from Sean was to prepare the 

cockpit parts down to step 9, with basic colouring 

as I presume photo-etch will dress up the 

instruments rather than use the decals supplied. 

The cockpit sides etc almost clip together and I 

put together the seat assemblies but have left 

the rest for the next meeting. 

 

 

 

 

ON TRACK MODEL SHOW FOLKESTONE 01.03.2014  
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

Several club members attended this years On Track show at Folkestone, I can’t believe that it was the fourth 

one Matador models have now run!!!  

Barry and I went down to Folkestone on the Friday afternoon as he was exhibiting his Mulberry Harbour 

diorama and wanted to be there when the Boxes and baseboards were unloaded so that he could set up 

before the show and the arrival of most of the other clubs and traders. I was obviously busy setting up the 

trade stand with Harold and later Erin and Harold’s brother, Bill. 

Saturday dawned and we were graced with a beautiful day which helped draw in more visitors, last year snow 

was forecast and that, combined with the rugby being on, reduced the numbers through the door. This year 

the show was busier and people were prepared to spend. We were rushed off our feet on the stand most of 

the morning and other traders were also doing well MMS were up 50% on last year and took almost as much 

as at Telford!! Kingfisher sold all 40 of their new 8X8 British army trucks and our own sales were much better 

than expected with lorry back-bodies, Scorpions and Chieftain all selling well.  
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 Southampton club were downstairs in the Channel suite 

next to the Mulberry Harbour and once Jim Betley and the 

rest of the Southampton lads arrived, soon set up the 

stand. In fact they bought so many models with them Peter 

Grist ended up with his own extra table. Barry was in his 

element with modellers crowded around the Mulberry 

Harbour most of the day, in fact Rex Cadman of the War 

and Peace show ended up inviting Barry to his show (5days 

long) in July because he was so impressed with the model.   

Everyone, again, had a good day out as there was 

much to see and lots to buy and its always being 

nice to meet up with old friends and make some 

new ones. It’s a long hard day because of the 

distances involved and also in my case because I was technically “working” My only purchase was some nicely 

made up FAA aircraft and some British vehicles in 1/76 which I didn`t have in my collection. MAFVA were 

selling off the collection of one of their London members who had recently died, all proceeds going to MAFVA 

funds. I think most of these planes and vehicles have been re-homed in the Southampton area with Barry, Bill, 

Eoin, Peter, and I buying the bulk of them. 

Harold said that, 

once again, the show 

had made a profit so 

we will be doing it all 

again next year. It’s a 

great day out; 

particularly if you 

model small scale 

vehicles, as all of the 

cottage industry 

manufacturers are 

there, for more 

information please 

see the On Track 

website.    

  

 

Barry s Mulberry Harbour in all of its glory. 

 

Barry in his element!! 

 

All 1/76 the model measures 8Ft X 4Ft 
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AIRFIX 1/72 AVRO LANCASTER BIII “SPECIAL” DAMBUSTER  
BY TONY ADAMS  

This model has been over five years in gestation despite Airfix only releasing it the middle of 2013! I started it 

in September 2008 with plans to enter it in that year’s annual competition – I have had projects at work that 

have overrun but this is ridiculous.  

The original model was based around Hasegawa’s Dambuster kit, I had purchased loads of extras- see pimp list 

– this was going to be one hell of a build. It was really the first time I has used etch and I was very pleased with 

the results (see RM October 2008; May 2009).  

The Pimp List  

 

Eduard “Big Ed” for Hasegawa consisting of 

 Lancaster B MkIII Interior detail set 

 Seat belts 

 Lancaster B MkIII Exterior details 

 Landing Flaps 

 Transparency Masks 

CMK Resin Merlin Engine  

CMK Resin Control Surfaces 

Paula Models Resin Main Wheels 

Quick Boost Resin machine guns 

Quick Boost Machine Guns 

Aeroclub White Metal Exhaust Stubs 

 

As I neared the end of the build disaster struck. I had 

painted the camouflage and undersides, but as I 

removed the making tape huge swathes of paint came 

off with it, the primer (Alclad Grey) had not taken.  Now 

with a few more years experience behind me I suspect 

that there was mould release on the plastic (ensure you 

wash the kit thoroughly before starting kids), whatever 

the cause, thoroughly disheartened I packed the kit 

away in the loft and pursued other projects. I almost 

started the project again when I purchased Revell’s new 

Dambuster Lanc, but it didn’t quite get enough impetus 

to get it out of the stash. 

The release and inevitable purchase of Airfix’s new Lanc broke the deadlock, this is a fantastic kit, just waiting 

to be build – just get on with it. 

DAMBUSTER LANCASTER BIII SPECIAL – THE SEQUEL 
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The new kit is a fantastic piece of model 

engineering consistent with Airfix’s recent 

releases. Where the Hasegawa kit needed 

lots of aftermarket enhancement, this really 

needs very little. However since I had all the 

parts it would be rude not to make use of 

them where appropriate.  

My first job was to reclaim as many of the 

parts from the old kit as possible, it wasn’t a 

particularly enjoyable experience, breaking 

apart the result of hours of work. Pretty soon 

I had a box filled with etch, resin and parts of 

the Hasegawa kit that may be of use, the rest 

was assigned to the dustbin. Work on the 

new kit naturally started at the cockpit. 

 

  

The interior detail is excellent, once painted they were dry 

brushed to bring out the detail 

Engineers panel and seat added 

  

The wings are supported on spars which run through the 

fuselage 

The cockpit floor was reclaimed etch a little fettling was 

required to get it to fit. 

The pilot seat was painted and pre painted Eduard seat belts added, the kit instrument panel was replaced by 

the excellent reclaimed Eduard one, some of the control levers have been lost but at this scale only the most 

ardent rivet counter would notice. 

 

Reclaimed parts from the Hasegawa kit 
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Etch radios supplemented the radio operator station, Airfix supply a decal for a map on the navigator’s desk 

which saved me having to make one as I did on the original kit. As I didn’t have to bend much etch the cockpit 

area was completed surprisingly quickly (so much so I forgot to take many photos!). 

 

The cockpit in all its glory 

  

Radio operator and navigator’s “office” 

The original 2008 plan was to display the model in an airfield diorama, now Airfix have released their airfield 

support set this was an even more attractive option. Having looked at photos of Lancs on the ground I noticed 

that most had the rear door open, so it was time to do some modification. 

  

The window strips were masked and the promient gap between 

them and the fuselarge walls were filled and painted 

Fuse wire was glued to create the internal ribs which will now 

be visible through the door 
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Several sharp scaples and a steady hand were needed to cut the door from the fuselarge 

  

A new cockpit floor was made from plastic card  An elsan toilat and flare chute were scrathbuilt  

 

 

With the interior complete the fuselage was ready to be “zipped” up, time for a last look at my work.  
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I did have some issues with the fuselage join, I managed to get the two sides slightly out of line which resulted 

in lots of sanding to get rid of the joint line, and I suspect this was my error rather than an issue with the kit. 

   

The fuselarge join was a bit to a challenge, the escape hatches ended up being rounded due to the amount of sanding I had to 

do. They were removed and replaced with plastic card, this also allowed me to drill out the glass area which inexpicably isn’t 

included on the kit and later fill it with Krystal Klear. 

  

The interior of the wheel bays are cleverly mounted to the wing 

spars 

The top surface of the wing is then mounted to the spars 

before the bottom surface of the wings are attached. 

With the wings in place, the tail was assembled; the rudders were left off for now as the balance horns are 

quite delicate and wouldn’t stand much handling. The engine nacelles were constructed, as I planned to use 

the resin Merlin, the end of the port inner nacelle was cut off. 

  

The engine nacelles in place ( the black was strayed to show any 

inperfections in the seam) 

The port inner nacelle was cut off to accomidate the resin 

Merlin 
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Read the bloody intsructions! I gued the nacelle wing panels in 

place only to be informed by Russell Howard that you have to fit 

the undercarrange legs first! These had to be careffuly prised 

off.. 

The motor that rotated the bomb is fitted into the bom bay 

before the bombbay covers are added. 

  

The undercarrage parts painted and ready to be fixed in place The undercart in place , how was this going to survive the rest 

of the build? – Still at least I could now refit the nacelle 

panels  

  

I decided not to used the etch upper flaps as the kit detail was 

very good, I did use an etch girder detail, glued to the kit part 

When dry I drilled out all the holes, which enhanced this area 

of the model. 
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After being dipped in Klear, I had an enjoyable few hours (?) 

putting the Eduard masks on the transparent parts 

I cut the access doors from the rear turret and refasioned the 

open with plastic card 

  

The front turrent, with added etch and resin 303s made quite and 

improvement. 

Simular work was performed on the rear turret 

  

The resin merlin, primed and with the etch engine mounts 

assembled 

The engine was painted semi gloss back and dry brushed to 

bring out the esquisit detail. The fire wall looks pretty cool 

too. 
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Another view of the engine which I was very happy with I added a number of extra pipes and control cables with fuse 

wire and fastened it to the engine mounts. 

I’ll call it a day there, I have almost completed the model, and hence I should be able to complete this article 

next month,  so far I have had no disasters but due to previous Dambuster experience I won’t count my 

chickens! 

SD.KFZ10 WITH 2CM FLAK 38 IN 1/48TH SCALE PART 2  
BY CARTON THURSTON  

At the end of last months piece I had just scratch built the outer panels for the gun platform. Not a lot has 

been added this month, I am awaiting some additional parts to arrive. 

  
The outer panels were added to the platform. The gun is just setting in place to show what it will look like when done.  

 

 

To make the empty cartridge case catcher I took 2 short pieces 

of .030 square strip and wrapped it around an Exacto knife 

handle and  glued it together. Across the bottom I glued 

another short strip. I did one at a time. I made the bottom 

halves by wrapping the strip around a paint brush handle. 

Left: This is the top half assembled., right : This it fully 

assembled.  
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Glued to the gun and with the bridal veil material on it. The B/V material has a metallic sheen to it that turns brassy with 

handling and it looks scale like in size. 

 

ARMOURED FAMO WITH 88MM GUN -1/72TH SCALE  
BY CARTON THURSTON  

While I am waiting for the rest of my 1/48th stuff to come in the mail, I decided to start on my 1/72nd 

FAMO/88 gun conversion.   

I had originally wanted to buy the 1/48th scale Gaso-Line resin model and build that, but it was not available. 

Knowing that I have 3 unbuilt 1/72nd Trumpeter FAMO kits in my hoard I decided to use one of them instead. I 

went looking for a suitable 88 gun model. I first bought the older Hasegawa one, but I was disappointed in it 

since it lacked the level of detail I was looking for. Finding good reviews for the Revell latest issue I bought one 

and am using it in this conversion.  

I had originally intended to scratch build all of the armour plating and side frames, until I came across the CMK 

conversion set with all of the etch-brass. I figured that would be a lot easier to make up and look a lot better as 

well. The clincher is that it gives a realistic scale thickness appearance too.  

The combined cost of the 3 kits, plastic sheet and strip stock is about $100.00. A similar build can be found 

here: http://www.gaso-line.eu/news/gasspe04.htm.  

First of all a new scratch built platform needed to be built for the Trumpeter chassis. 

   
Everything in white are my scratch built items. 

   
These 3 pictures show the armoured cover over the motor on my FAMO model. It took me over 3 hours to cut, trim and fit 

those 3 pieces. There are 2 curved areas on the bottom that have to be just right. The top piece is .030 and the 2 sides are .010. 

http://www.gaso-line.eu/news/gasspe04.htm


 

 

17 

I will be fitting 3 small doors where the holes are on the sides. The big resin block is the piece that came with the conversion set 

for the same purpose. The underside view of the frame I included to show the number of parts that make up the frame. Each of 

the cross members is a separate piece and the side pieces have to be kept in alignment and flat. I made it up over the glass I 

have on my bench. With the motor, winch, and transmission it took me almost 6 hours to do. 

  
This is CMK kit 2003, FAMO Sd Kfz 9 FLaK 8.8 CM. The resin parts I will be using are the 2 pieces at the bottom, which are 

stabilizers when in action; and the rectangular piece in the top, which is the ammunition carrier with 40 rounds. I may try to 

scratch build that too. The etch-brass is made by Eduard, I anticipate a few headaches with it since it has a lot of small pieces.  

  

These are the 2 pattern pieces I made up while getting the 

finished sides done. The drawing above shows the 3 doors I will 

be making for the sides. 

This shows the side doors that will be set at a small angle 

on the side of the armoured motor cover. . I  

   
while fuzzy, this shows the motor behind 

opening, this is why I am going to all this 

trouble to scratch build the cover with 

these doors 

This shows the steering column, this had 

to be placed exactly so that they 

connected to linkage on the side frame, 

the S/W column, and to the top of the 

motor 

The twin air filters with the curved part 

that has to connect with the motor .I 

also added the steering wheel, and 3 

gear shifts. Another picture shows the 

framework under the gun platform. 
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Trumpeter did an excellent job with the moulding of this model, there has been very little flash to clean up. I read a very good 

build review on the model on the Missing Linx site that suggested certain changes to make with the wheel mounts in the 

running gear which I have made. This involved lowering one end about 1/8th of an inch. 

I started on the 88 gun, and found that all of sprue D is missing. I e-mailed Revell Germany with a request for a replacement. 

   
Meanwhile I built the  88 gun model minus the pieces from the missing sprue D and temporarily mounted on the FAMO. The 88 

is a beautiful gem of a model, easy to put together if care is taken. Delicate to handle once assembled because of all the little 

parts on the sides. It will have an etch-brass shield later on, once permanently glued in place. 

   
This is the etch-brass armoured cab just laying in place to test fit it. I am surprised at how easy it was to make all of the various 

folds. It is all one piece. The only glue joints are the back wall to the sides and a small tab at the bottom rear of the door 

opening. It was a case of getting all of the folds just right, and with some tweaking it now fits perfectly.  

   
These 3 pictures show where I have added the vent doors on the motor armour, and the extra etch on the gun shield and upper 

rear cab armor, and protective barrier on the ammo storage bin on the back. 
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This is a before and after all in one 

picture of one of the E/B side rails for the 

FAMO. The darker part is folded over on 

the mesh forming the brace. On the 6 

extensions the sides are folded at a 90 

degree angle and then glued to the front 

of the mesh. 

These two pictures show the tiny brackets that are made up and glued to the gun 

platform which hold the side frame in place. The brackets are glued in place on the 

platform side. I sweated losing everyone of those little buggers too. The little 

bumps on the bottom of the frames will go into the brackets. 

You may have notice that I am putting the side frames on the FAMO model in the 

vertical position. This is because they are E/B and not as rigid as the plastic ones on 

my other model. They bend very easily and I do not want to take the chance of 

ruining the model by extending them. 

That’s as far as I have got , so far it has been a pleasure to build.. Even with the anxiety and stress at the 

beginning while assembling the main frame. I wanted nothing less than perfection in that section, perfect 

alignment and flatness. Any mistakes and problems have been from my own making. I also feel that my 

building progression is quite different from the normal ways other armour modellers do things. They are 

without exception the best that I could ask for. in my opinion the subject will grab a lot of attention on display 

no matter what scale one does it in. A competent armour modeller that enjoys 1/72nd scale tanks and vehicles 

could, by using the same 3 basic kits and with the same scratch building, make a show stopping contest 

winner. My right hand shakes like a leaf in a wind storm, and the more I try to control it the worse it gets. I 

have excess super glue all over the etch-brass parts and glue on the plastic parts too. All of which shows after 

painting. To my way of thinking it is an intriguing model and something out of the ordinary.  

There is a lot left to do/add to my model before it is finished, both the running gear and more added small 

details This is where the fun really begins 
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2013 HTP MERCEDES SLS GT3 PART ONE BY PAUL ADAMS   

AN INTRODUCTION TO MY NEXT PROJECT…..  

Hot on the heels of the BMW Z4 GT3 build, I decided to follow it up with Fujimi’s rendition of the Mercedes SLS 

GT3 car, kit no FUJ12569. 

The kit differs little from the BMW in its construction; Chassis floorpan, cockpit tub, and the bodyshell make up 

the main components of the kit. It’s very 

simple underneath the shell, but the 

completed item makes for a very attractive 

model. Of note on this kit is a better ride 

height from the box, and in my opinion, a 

more ’true to scale’ appearance of the 

bodyshell. Even more pleasing,  and on the 

pocket too, is the car has changed little since 

it’s inception, so upgrades are taken care of 

from the small etch fret included in the kit. 

Unlike the BMW kit, the Mercedes is pretty 

much correct from the box. So, no need for a 

resin rear wing, new wheels, or an expensive 

etch set. Great!  

On the negative side, some of the kit is based 

on the previous F1 safety car version, and 

includes the interior windscreen from the road 

car kit, which features sun blinds and a heated rear window!! The chassis is moulded in black along with the 

cockpit. Sadly, parts of the cockpit (and roll cage) are white on the real thing, making painting unnecessarily 

complicated. However, the body part sprues are in white, so there’s some help there.  Fujimi provide an option 

to buy the kit without decals, so the modeller need not pay extra for decals that’ll not get used. 

My livery for this model is from the car that won 

the 24 hour race at Spa Francorchamps last July. 

Run by HTP Motorsports, the car ran a very simple 

white paint scheme with fluorescent yellow 

highlight panels. Together with the team name 

emblazoned across its sides, it was easy to spot on 

the track amongst the other competitors. After 

some other teams fell by the wayside with 

mechanical issues and accidents, the car was 

involved in an 18 hour long battle with the 

Manthey Racing Porsche, exchanging the lead 

throughout the race. It made for fantastic viewing. 

The lead HTP driver was 49 year old Bernd 

Schneider, a 5 time DTM champion, who would go 

onto to win 3 more 12 and 24 hour races with Mercedes during 2013, an incredible feat.  

The decals for the livery was provided by Racing 43 Decals, whose sheet is superb, replicating correctly the 

fluorescent yellow markings perfectly. I ordered directly from the manufacturer via eBay; the service was very 

fast. Incidentally, Studio 27’s decal sheet of the same livery neglected to get the yellow right…. Anyhow, 

everything’s in place.  

 

Despite its simplicity, there are plenty of parts in the       

box....it should result in a quick build though… 

 

The simple, but effective livery… great for TV. 
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LET’S BUILD!  

I always begin with the bodyshell, trimming and sanding imperfections, seam lines and flash where found. 

Fujimi’s moulding process is good, so there’s little to clean up. The Mercedes body features some intricate 

ducting work on the sides and behind the front wheels. I began by adding the lower sills which end in a vent in 

front of the back wheels. These came in two parts and required a lot of adjustment in order for them to fit. I 

used Revell Contacta liquid cement….an excellent product which needs using with caution as it melts plastic 

very quickly.  I did one side each evening allowing plenty of time for the glue to dry. Once dry, the bond is 

superb, much better than 

cyano or Tamiya’s liquid 

glue. Mr Hobby’s similar 

glue is no match either. 

Once I had both sides on, I 

trimmed up the nose with 

its huge air intake and 

offered it up to the body. 

After snapping off one of 

the pins, I widened the 

receiving holes….I noticed 

the spotlamp holes to be a 

little undersized, I may do 

something about this once 

the rest of the body is done. 

I sanded away the moulded 

in bonnet and boot 

fasteners which will be 

replicated with etch 

versions later. 

As I write this, the heat 

vents behind the front wheels have been fitted and some rather daft vents above the rear wheel arches are in, 

with the prospect of a lot of sanding to blend them in. I’ve also constructed the roll cage and done a test fit 

with the chassis and cockpit tub in place. 

I’ll have more on those exciting developments next time!!  

 

  

 

The bodyshell taking shape with side skirts fitted...and the aggressive nose 

section test fitted. 
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AIRFIX 1/48 TSR 2 ‘WHAT IF’ (PART 2)  
BY RICHARD STEWART  

It’s amazing what 30 minutes in the morning and the odd time spare in the evenings can accomplish! 

Well I left it last time with me fixing on the Cammett weapon pylons. Once these were dry the wings were 

glued together with araldite and left to set. A little filling was required here and there to finish off. The hardest 

being the top seam from front of wing to rear of navigators cockpit, which received a lot of my time and effort. 

I found out that this was due to the fuselage locating pins being slightly off which gave a step on the seam. I 

sanded down till flat and then re-scribed the top panel lines. This would have also been easier if I’d noticed this 

before I glued the main wing on! 

  

Ensuring all will set nice and tight and of course 

squarely 

Once the wings were dry then it was time to close up 

the rear fuselage 

FRONT WINDSCREEN 

This is a known issue with this kit and the CMK set did have a very nice windscreen included moulded in 

acetate. It does come with resin frames to give it some thickness, but I wanted to use the original as it will be 

easier blending this into the fuselage.  To achieve this once the glue was completely dry I used Mr Surfacer 

which when dry was ‘carefully’ rubbed down to achieve an almost invisible join. 

  

Ensuring canopy is glued in the right position by using 

the hood as an alignment jig 

Mr Surfacer used to fill seam. (picture taken before 

application of ‘elbow grease’) 
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PAINTING BEGINS! 

For an undercoat I used Tamiya Fine surface primer to give me a nice smooth finish without the need for 

rubbing down. 

  

Ready for a coat of primer. I left the undercarriage off 

and temporally fitted the doors. This meant that I had 

to do a bit of surgery and cut away some of the 

undercarriage bay frame but when refitted you 

cannot notice 

Looking the part. That stick was a nice addition and 

was supported inside with the wooden braces I fitted 

earlier in the build 

UNDERCARRIAGE AND PAINITNG 

  

The legs were CMK with the addition of pipe work and 

rubber flexi pipes from an old USB cable and a mix of 

etch from the Pavla wheel bay set 

With the decals on and sitting on her legs I could see 

the light at the end of the tunnel 
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For this I used a mix of the metal struts from CMK 

and etch from the Pavla kit. I fitted these (with more 

Araldite) after I painted and decaled the model so 

they would not get in the way. I painted the model 

with Tamiya acrylics using XF53 (Neutral Grey) XF26 

(Deep Green) and XF19 (Sky Grey), thinned down 

suitably for spraying using my new HARDER and 

STEENBECK - EVOLUTION airbrush from ‘Little Cars’. 

What a difference! I was so used to using my 

Badger 200 that I did not realise what could be 

achieved with a dual action airbrush, and the 

cleaning can be done in half the time!  
 

O/K call me picky but noticed this once I put all the 

decals on and used my electronic microscope! See next 

picture 

 

Looks like Model Alliance copied the decal from the 

Airfix TSR in anti-flash white where the borders were in 

blue! 

 With this new brush I managed to apply the camouflage freehand which gave a nice feathered effect. With 

the little pre-shading I had done beforehand (sorry no picture of that) gave the model that slightly used look. 

IT WASN’T ALL PLAIN SAILING THOUGH! 

The decals were from Model Alliance and they went on well except for the rear horizontal stabilisers ‘no walk’ 

yellow boundary warnings. This was one decal and the clear centre ended up with a lot of air bubbles. 

Unfortunately I only noticed this when the top matt varnish was applied. To save the decal I scraped out the 

entire inside, back down to the plastic. I then reapplied the primer, then XF53 and sprayed back on the XF26 

(deep green). One application of future to give it the same depth and a top coat all was saved (Phew!)  
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Remedial process underway Ready for the green (XF26 to be applied) 

  

Horizontal stabilisers repaired! 

The rear jet exhaust is being fitted which has just been 

sprayed with Alclad airframe aluminium with a slight 

‘misting’ of jet exhaust black 

Both Pilot and navigator canopies are the original 

Airfix ones but I have added the CMK resin inserts 

which are not meant for this but do plumb the inside 

of the canopy nicely 

 

 

 

The aircraft is all but completed. I 

am currently getting the weapons 

ready for the under wing pylons 

and once that is complete will start 

my ‘Flightpath’ Houchin (Auxiliary 

Generator) for the diorama it will 

be in. 

I feel my Mo Jo for the Nimitz 

starting to rekindle!! 

 

 

 
  

 

Ready for a weapons load! 
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MEREKAT SCOUT VEHICLE PART 2  
BY RUSSELL EDEN  

ASSEMBLY 

As the kit doesn’t have many parts this shouldn’t be much of a problem.  

First job – the turret – this didn’t hold too 

many problems – the metal armour plates fit 

into small recesses in the resin turret, as do 

the small radar/sensor parts. With no 

instructions I used the Antenocitis website 

pictures to position them – most useful. The 

barrel was slightly bent being cast but no 

problem to bend back. I ignored this and 

stole the 20mm cannon barrel from my 

unfinished 1/48 panzer ii. It does look a lot 

better  

Next comes the from bumper assembly. This 

slots into place snuggly although I do worry 

about breaking the small armour plates off whilst handling it – we shall see how clumsy I get… 

I have left the wheels and suspension 

arms for later as I’m not quite sure 

what I’m doing with them – do I leave 

them straight or modify and have the 

wheels turned..? Not sure at the mo. 

I did want to try out my new hex camo 

mask asap though. Once everything 

was cleaned – essential with resin kits 

– I gave it a coat of Halfords primer 

followed by Humbrol dark brown. I 

added a small amount of hex camo 

mask – drawn and cut at work using 

address labels and a lasercutter! 
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Once masked I sprayed it Humbrol Sand and got this- 

 

It’s a bit brown but deserts are… The masking worked quite well – a little more finesse needed and a light 

rubdown to remove some raised areas and it’ll be perfect. 

I gave it a coat of gloss and got excited and added some thinned black paint in the deep recesses – as per the 

photo. Decals were next - I have many, many spare decals and this is what I came up with –  

 

 

To me, it just didn’t work so I 

removed them before they’re 

completely set and below is the 

second attempt –  

 

 

Much more military and suitable. 

Happy with this I gave it a matt coat 

and did some panel lines – not my 

strongest point but the lines are so 

delicate on this it would be a shame 

to lose them. 

With the body done it was onto the 

wheels and drive arms. As the 

wheels are all the same you don’t 

get all four running the same 

direction which isn’t a huge 

problem, the fit of the arms to 

wheels is more of a problem – a bit 
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of filing was needed here. Once glued together they were painted as with the rest of the vehicle.  

NOW ONTO THE FIDDLY BIT – FITTING THE WHEELS.  

I thought about for a while as they 

are fitted with a ball joint – this 

means you can do what you wish 

with the suspension and steering, 

this also means getting them straight 

can be a problem. 

I decided that as I had a screw in the 

hull already I would use this as my 

balance point and glue the front 

wheels in first. Using 5 minute epoxy 

I glued them in place and blu-tacked 

the assembly to the desk and held 

the wheels in place for a very long 5 

minutes… I did the same for the rear 

wheels. 

Once in place it did show up some alignment errors from when I glued the wheels to the arms. Luckily nothing 

glaring…. 

 

Oh, and whilst I was fitting the wheels I broke one of the front bumper plates off – knew it was only a many 

time! .       

 

Next month – detailing, weathering and a base… 
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GALLERY SHOTS 

At the last meeting we had a photo shoot here are a few of the shots 

  

  

 

CLUB DIARY 2014 

March 19
th

 Club Night   

April 2
nd

  

April 16
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night – Andy Argent 

April 12
th

 

 

Poole Vikings Show 

May 7
th

 

May 21
st

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night: Airfix Competition 

May 11
th 

May 31
st

 

Hendon Show 

IPMS Salisbury Show 

June 4
th

 

June 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

June 7
th

  East Tytherley Country Fayre. 

July 2
nd

 

July 16
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night: US Competition 

  

August 6
th

 

August 20
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

September 3
rd

 

September 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

September 14
th

  

September 20
th

 

Build a Model in a Day 

IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 1
st

 Club Night Extra  October 11
th

 Bovington Show 
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October 15
th

  Club Night October 25
th

 Yeovilton Autumn Show 

November 5
th

 

November 19
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Annual Competition 

November 8
th

 / 9
th

 

November 30
th

  

Scale ModelWorld 2014 

Middle Wallop Show 

December 3
rd

 

December 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday March 19
th

   (8pm to 10pm) 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Will Booth 

Russell Eden 

Nigel Robins 

Carl Thurston 

Paul Adams 

Pat Camp 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

 

Club President   Paul Adams 

Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 

Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Treasurer  Steve Edwards  

Competition Secretary   Sean Summers 

 

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information thus 

expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the club 

as a whole.  
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