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MARCH 2017 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the March issue of the Romsey Modeller. 

Since last months’ AGM, the committee have been working away organising the first stages of our 
2017 show.  The invites have now been sent out to both clubs and traders, and we are busy juggling 
the floor layout to accommodate as much as we can without compromising the ‘comfort’ we had 
during last year’s event.  Tony’s report on the AGM will be in this month’s issue, and we will keep you 
all posted on updates as the show approaches. 

As you will all be aware by now, Steve Edwards formally stepped down as Club Treasurer, and Show 
Co-ordinator at the AGM. Steve had been Treasurer since March 2011 after Vic Short left the club to 
move to Surrey. The club owe a debt (no pun) of gratitude to Steve in the way he managed our 
finances, particularly in clearing the monies owed to the parish council for the hall hire. Since then, 
we’ve gone from strength to strength and been able to plough money back into the club to purchase 
a great many items for the show displays and of course the Romsey Model Show. At the AGM, I 
stupidly omitted to thank Steve for his endeavours which, without; we would not be nearly as strong 
financially, as we are today. Steve indicated at the February meeting that he did not wish to return to 
either role, but will stay on as an active member of the committee. Thank you Steve. 

Stepping into the role of Show Co-ordinator is Mark Husband, who has already proven to be a wise 
choice as he’s got us booked into 4 shows since assuming the role and is already effectively, 
communicating the change in personnel at Romsey to the various show organisers elsewhere. We 
hope to have a sole contact point for all (except Telford) by year’s end. Thank you Mark.        

I will be assuming the role of Treasurer while we decide exactly what changes we need to make, if any, 
to make the movement of money in the club easier. After which time, we’ll appoint a new member to 
the role.  

I’ve written for the first time this month about my current bike project, which honestly has turned into 
more of a rant about ruddy Repsol orange! I hope to have the bike complete very soon so I can move 
onto another project. As ever, modelling time is at a premium, and as we approach the spring and 
summer months it can only get worse! 

 See you all next week.     

Paul 

Club President 

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. 
We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where 
we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. 
We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby 
or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see 
the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

AGM 

On our late February meeting we held our Annual General Meeting (AGM)  

AGENDA 

 
1. Committee  

The club offices were confirmed 

 Paul Adams – President / Treasurer Pro-Tem  
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 Tony Adams – Club Secretary 

 Tony Adams – Magazine Editor / Website  

 Sean Summers / Paul Adams – Competition Secretary 

 Show Secretary – Mark Husband 

 Romsey Show organisation – Tony Adams , Paul Adams 

Luke, Richard and Dale will also attend committee meeting as “member without portfolio”. Note if 
anybody else want to help they are welcome.  

2. Club Finances 

Finances are healthy – we have approx. £800 which will be used to fund our show. 

3. Club image/Table display 

New perspex feet need to be purchased to replace those that got damaged last year. 

4. Club Show 

The show date is confirmed as Saturday July 15th. We have Friday 14th PM to set up as per last year.  

We intend to have an on table competition, with limited classes (ie, one for aircraft, no scale, etc). We 
would also like to have a people choice for best in show.  

We need to look into the purchase of another marquee, which we hope to store at the hall.  

Invites to be sent out shortly 

5. Website 

We have the opportunity to get professional help in re--designing the site with new content and a 
fresh look. 

6. External club activities 

Our show schedule for 2017: Bovington (Feb), Aldingbourne (Mar), Cosford (April), Poole (April), 
Salisbury (June), Farnborough (Sept), Bovington 2 (Oct), Telford (Nov) Middle Wallop (Nov) and Bugle 
call (Nov). 

Do we want to attend Boscombe Down in August?  

Steve Edwards is organising a trip to Normandy with Luke, Karl and Tony. 

7. Internal club activities 

The Group Model Build (GMB) for 2017 will be based on the restoration project going on at Goodwood 
for a Typhoon. The club is to build a number of models in various scales to be displayed at Telford. 

Some demos are planned around these models. 

We plan to have an airbrush workshop and a Rep from Grex to attend a meeting at some point this 
year.  

There will be another photo night in October.    

We will not be holding a build a model in a day this year due to diminishing interest, we may revive 
this in the future. 

8. Competitions 

 St George 

 Manufactures- NOT Airfix, Revell or Tamiya  

 Annual  

9. AOB 

We may purchase more fleeces, let Paul know if you are interested. 
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We plan to build a tool library for members use, providing some expensive and less well used tools 
such as etch folding tools and punches.  

We hope to get some storage in our hall for show equipment. 

UPCOMING SHOWS 

April 2nd  
April 8th  

Shropshire Scale Model Show 
Poole Vikings Show 

 

On Sunday April 2nd we will be attending the Shropshire Scale Model Show at the RAF Museum at 
Cosford.  We have attended this show for the last two years and found the show to be a very enjoyable 
event. We have 12ft of table space full details can be found here 
http://ipmsuk.org/calendar/shropshire-scale-model-show-2017/ 

The following weekend is our annual trip to Poole Viking’s Show at Parkstone School. 

http://ipmsuk.org/calendar/ipms-dorset-model-show/ 

ALDINGBOURNE MODEL SHOW - 4TH MARCH 17 
BY TONY ADAMS 

Having missed last year’s inaugural Aldingbourne 
Model show I was keen to take a look, particularly 
as the size of the show is similar to ours (I’m always 
looking for way to improve what we do). Having 
only a half day pass I made my own way to the 
show arriving after a quick 45 minute drive.  

Luke, Malcom, and Les where already waiting in 
the car park, soon to be joined by Chris, Keith and 
David, by 9am we were the first to be set up and 
waiting at the kitchen for our well earnt bacon rolls. 

 The other clubs arrived, by 9:30am I was concerned with the number of empty tables, but by the time 
the doors opened everybody had arrived. 

Looking around the other tables, I found some 
nice pieces of work but I was a little disappointed 
with some of the displays. Once again our table 
seemed to offer the best quality models. 

The show was fairly quiet in terms of people 
through the door, I don’t know if this was down to 
“difficult second show” syndrome – people having 
seen all they wanted last year or something else, 
it certainly something we should be aware of, we 
need to make sure we get our show publicity right. 

I was also disappointed that the advertised 
competition didn’t happen.  

Still as ever, I had a good time talking to fellow modellers from some of the other clubs. I took the 
opportunity to canvas their attendance of our show and confirmed Mann Models would also be there. 

I managed to down a very tasty cheese burger before I had to make tracks, leaving the rest of the crew 
to mind the fort for the rest of the day. 

 

Malcolm and I supervising Luke setting up our table 

http://ipmsuk.org/calendar/shropshire-scale-model-show-2017/
http://ipmsuk.org/calendar/ipms-dorset-model-show/
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There was some good quality models on 
Aldingborne’s table 

A very nice late mark Spitfire on the Salisbury stand 

  

Lots of Seakings on the Mid Sussex Stand Quality display from RM ( I may be biased) 

  

A collection of egg planes 1/48 Hurricane by Nick Pidgley 

  

I left our table in the capable hands of the RM crew 
 
 

This was the only place Peter of Mann models could 
get a signal for his card reader. Here Chris Phillips is 

caught making a purchase 
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AIRFIX 1/48 P-40B AS A TOMAHAWK MKIIB 
BY TONY ADAMS 

 

This is my the final write up of the splurge of Airfix 1/48 kits I completed at the end of last year which 
I have included over the last few editions of this magazine. 

This model was released in November and so arrived perfectly timed for my Xmas break, a real yuletide 
treat. 

The model was heralded as being manufactured in the UK and it was clear that something was 
different as the now traditional light grey soft plastic had been replaced by a harder darker variety. 
The mauling detail was excellent, with nicely recessed panel lines and some raised rivet detail. The kit 
schemes were of two US birds, a P-40B from Pearl harbour and an interesting Flying Tigers machine. 
Having read up on the P-40 (and purchased some Xtradecal decals) I decided to go for a British aircraft 
as a Tomahawk IIB in desert camouflage.  

 

 

The  decal noted from the Xtradecal sheet for the aircraft to be depicted by my build 
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THE BUILD 

Things started conventionally with the cockpit, than consisted of a number of parts that build up into 
a nice and detailed shell. I decided 
not to bother with a full etch set as 
the detail was pretty good, the only 
additions were etch seatbelts from 
an Eduard RAF seatbelt set. The 
instructions state the inside colour 
as US interior green for the US 
aircraft, I couldn’t find any info that 
RAF examples were painted 
standard RAF cockpit green and so 
surmised that they would have 
been left in the US hue. Mr Color US 
interior green was therefore 
utilised. 

 

  
Etch seat belts from Eduard enhanced the seat, the headrest was painted brown and “distressed” by light 

dry brushing with buff  

 
 

The cockpit parts assembled into a very tidy looking “office” 

 
With the cockpit assembled the fuselage was joined without too much drama. The wings were 
constructed and mated to the fuselage. Only a small amount to filler was required before I was 
happy with the finish. 
 

 

The cockpit parts were painted US interior green and the various 
boxes painted black. A number of decals were provided to add 

detail. An oil wash was applied to bring out the detail and a little 
scuffing applied by dry brushing with silver. 



 
 

9 

  
The surface of the wheel well is canvas and this is 
nicely detailed with creases and folds – why Airfix 
then had to ruin it but putting two massive ejector 
marks in their centre is a mystery! They were a real 

pain to get rid of.  

The main construction completed and ready for 
painting 

 
 
 

PAINTING 

The model was given a 
couple of coats of black 
Mr Surfacer 1500 which 
provided a good primer 
base and micro filled any 
seam imperfections. 
When dry the surface 
was lightly sanded with 
micro-mesh to get rid of 
any surface roughness.   

Research showed that 
Tomahawks flying in 
Egypt and Libya during 

1941 were subject to some rough treatment, this model would be heavily weathered. 

I wanted to try paint chipping so the model was “undercoated” in bare metal using Mr Metaliser 
Polished Aluminium. This was the first time I had used this paint and this was as much a trial of it for 
my forthcoming B-17 as base for this model.  I was very pleased how this went on, I experimented on 
buffing it which produced a very smooth finish. Once dry MIG chipping solution was sprayed onto the 
model followed by Zinc Chromate, this was scratched away. 

  

 

Tomahawks in the desert – were pretty dirty! 
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Top Left Mr Surfacer 1500 primer applied all over,  
Top Right : Bare metal – Mr Metaliser Polished Aluminium  

Bottom Left : Zinc Chromate roughly applied 
Bottom Right: Scratching and chipping performed 

Once again I planned to black base the model, so once another layer of chipping solution was applied 
a coat of gloss black was sprayed. 

Next the bottom colour which should be Azure blue. I had previously used Vallejo azure blue but have 
found this too light ( and I hate spraying Vallejo ) so I used Mr Color Light Blue instead.  

Once again I made a paper mask by scanning the paint instructions and printing it out the same size 
as the model. This was cut out and held over the model while the camouflage colours were sprayed. 

  

MIG absolute chipping solution added And gloss  black sprayed as a black base 

  

Azure blue (aka Mr Color Light Blue) applied A mask made from the painting intrsuctions 



 
 

11 

  

Middle stone was sprayed first. Care was made to 
allow the black to show through to produce a 

modulated colour effect 
 

Dark Earth followed. White was added to both 
colours which when well thinned was sprayed into 
the centres of panels to further enhance the faded 
look. Yellow was added to the wing leading edges 

When the painting was complete, I attempted to chip back to the zinc chromate layer but the paint 
had hardened too much and wouldn’t separate, I think if this method is to work all the painting must 
be completed within 24 hours which really doesn’t fit in to my modelling timescales! 

Having given up on the 
chipping idea, I gave the 
model several coats of Klear 
ready for the decals. These 
went on easily (even the 
sharks mouth) and were 
sealed with another coat of 
Klear. 

The prop was painted along 
with the undercarriage 
parts and affixed to the 
model. 

 

 

 

WEATHERING 

  

Ready for a pin wash: white, black and yellow ochre 
oil paints are in a palette. Turpentine are in a 

contact lens package,  

Spots of oil paint are “splodged” on randomly. A 
paint brush loaded with turps is used to pull the 

paint along the direction of airflow. 

 

Decaling done, the model looks very shinny! 
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The resulting streaking looks very effective 

  

Next Flory Dark wash was sprayed over the model 
 
 

When dry it was wiped of with a damp cloth further 
enhancing the worn look of the paint work and 

highlighting the panel lines 

The model was given another coat of Klear to seal the surfaces, but I although the paintwork looked 
“busy” it didn’t seem to be faded enough for an aircraft spending its life in the sun. Consequently I 
decide to give it a second pin wash. 

  

Second pin wash Now that looks more like it! 

A few scratches were added around panel lines and on the prop with a silver pencil before the model 
was given a finishing coat of matt varnish. Tamiya smoke was used to add exhaust staining to the 
fuselage sides. 

A little sand coloured pigments were added to the bottom surfaces and the wheels.  I had a slight 
disaster when I managed to sit and break the canopy , fortunately Airfix supply both an open and 
closed version, and with a little fettling I managed to get the closed one to fit in the open position ( I 
have recently also manage to break this one so I need to obtain a replacement). 

This was a really enjoyable build of a high quality kit. Since completing it Airfix have announced a 
boxing of the P-40 in Tomahawk schemes so this model will not be unique of very long. 
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PHOTOS 
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TAMIYA 1/12TH 2003 HONDA RC211V  
BY PAUL ADAMS 

Many of you will have seen my current project which has, in all honesty been on my workbench for 
too long now. I began the model back in August 2016, and as I write, I’ve yet to add the final parts that 
make up the complete model. However, writing about that is some way off as yet, simply because I 
need to introduce this project properly and get something off my chest, that until now, I’ve only 
moaned about to those that were willing to listen! 

You see, I’ve had this kit since 
Tamiya released it in early 2004, in 
fact I had two, and another version 
of it with a somewhat outlandish 
livery.  As modelllers do, we buy 
with the intention of ‘I must build 
that’ ringing on your ears as you 
click ‘buy’ – totally justified of 
course….unless you eventually sell 
it on as you’ve grown tired of the 
thought of making it! In my case, I 
didn’t make this kit because I 
could’nt. Lack of talent?…nope, 
don’t think so (well perhaps!), lack 
of interest…nope, certainly not.  
Lack of funds…well no, not for the 

most part. This issue has been, I’ve always wanted to buld it 
accurately.  Yep, I know, how can you not build a Tamiya kit 
accurately, they’re great kits..,  plenty of detail, usable decals, 
falls together, etc. It’s true, but to do this bike justice, the 
paint had to be spot on. So you ask, why not just paint the 
bloody thing?! It was never just that simple, otherwise, it 
would have been done by now.  

Way back in 1998 Tamiya released a Honda NSR500 (14071) 
of World Champion, Mick Doohan. The bike wore Spanish 
petrolium giant, Repsol, as it’s main sponsor. The livery was 
fabulous, bright,attractive, easy to spot and with a great 
blend of bold and neon colours, it made for an instant model 
subject. Tamiya protrayed the colours closely to the real 
thing, except they didn’t use neon red decal on the lower 

cowl decal. They 
did however, 
offer correct 
neon orange 

decals 
everywhere else. 
The model 
looked very good 
when complete, 
even with their 

small oversight. Move forward to 1999, and Tamiya release 
another Repsol Honda, Doohan again, same colours, orange, 
red, white and a darker blue. This time though, Tamiya offered a more 
subdued colour paint solution for the modeller – no neon orange, solid 

 

The Tamiya #14096 released in 2004...this version came with photo-

etch parts, a machined clutch and pre painted shock spring…shame 

the decal orange and livery instructions were wrong… 

 

Tamiya #14071 - until 2015, the only 
correct Repsol sponsored MotoGP kit 

available out of the box... 

 

Tamiya #14106, yep, wrong again.... 

 

Tamiya #14077, Wrong, wrong, wrong!! 
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red, white and matching dark blue.  Move forward to 2003, and Tamiya release the 2002 championship 
winning Honda 4 stroke kit, the RC211V – once again adorned in Repsol livery, and yes, in the subdued 
tones of the previous kit.  One year later, Tamiya repeat the feat with the 2003 Honda kit and repeat 
it again with the late 2003 version (with that outlandish livery) – and managed to completely get it 
wrong colourwise…. 

Tamiya didn’t issue their next Repsol Honda kit until the beginning of 2007 –  this time a 2006 version, 
and all the new bits to make Dani Pedrosa’s bike, and yes, you got it, with the wrong shades of orange, 
and red.  Fast forward to 2015, and, drum roll, Tamiya release the 2014 championship winning Honda 
RC213V. At this point, I thought, here we go again. But no, wait just a minute. Someone at Tamiya has 
heard me whining for the past 13 years! The kit was issued with correct neon red decals, and Tamiya 
formulated an accurate Repsol orange paint, so it would actually look like the real bike. Who would 
have thought it! Well, not me, but it was a treat to see the bike properly represented.    

 
 

Tamiya’s #14130 2015 release of the 2014 Honda – 
portrayed with matching wheels and cowls… 

The real bike most certainly ran with matching wheels and 
cowling orange….as did all Repsol sponsored MotoGP 

bikes…in my opinon.. 

So, my question is – what was going on with Tamiya’s designers between 1999 and 2015? 5 kits, all 
with incorrect liveries because Tamiya decided to fob the modeller off with a ‘make do’  paint job. To 
make matters worse, while Tamiya were busy getting it wrong, so did Italeri (1/9th kit of the 2003 
Honda), Heller and  Airfix (some abomination in 1/24th, please don’t ask further)  - both with the 
wrong orange and reds.  Should I pour more fuel on it? The aftermarket decals companies also 
followed suit too….!   

There was light on the horizon before the 
2014 Tamiya kit was out. Hasegawa, stepping 
into the 1/12th bike market, issued two 250 
Honda kits, in 2012. One had a blue Movistar 
livery featuring accurate secondary 
sponsorship decals from ….Repsol! A few 
months later and they released the 2007 
Honda NSR250 with a full, and accurate 
Repsol livery.  I bought both kits (and built the 
Movistar version) – and sure enough, the 
livery,  particulary on the full Repsol version, 
it looked spot on, and will make for a 
beautiful model. 

Now then, while building the 2001 Movistar 
bike, I realised that the correct Repsol decals 
featured in the kit,  only two mind, but they 
were CORRECT!! Ideal for both the 2002 and 2003 Repsol Hondas I wanted to build.  I actually started 
a 2002 RC211V kit a few years ago and quickly realised the flourescent orange I used wasn’t right for 

 

The Zero Repsol orange (seen on the tip of the Honda 
front cowl) nearly matches the Repsol decals from my 

earlier Kato Honda build....just need 3 of them! 



 
 

16 

the bike according to the many files I’d accumulated, so it got abandoned and I went on to build the 4 
cars I’ve recently done.  

Still with me? To coincide with the 2014 Tamiya Honda kit, my favourite paint of choice for cars and 
bikes,  Zero Paints, released a 5 paint set for the kit…..matching the paint that Tamiya suggested. It 
didn’t contain the blue I needed for either bike, but no matter, it had THAT orange. Biulds of the new 
Tamiya kit were soon about on the forums, and once I’d seen the kit in the flesh built with the Zero 
paint set, I knew I could at last make an attempt to create an accurate looking 2003 Repsol Honda.     

There is a rider to this. Many will argue that my view that all of the oranges should match on all of the 
bikes that have run Repsol liveries is wrong. You only need look at the reference shots on your 
favourite search engine and you’ll see the wheels don’t match. They look flourescent, but darker. The 
orange in the photos  matches the colours issued by Tamiya and Zero for the 1999-2006 kits, (to be 
fair to Zero – they only issued paint sets to match the kits as an alternate correct paint set wouldn’t 
sell as it didn’t match the decals!)….anyhow, they’d be right, except, they’ve perhaps not done their 
research as well as I have.  It’s clear to me that looking through 100’s of photos, it’s tricky to get your 
digital camera to record some paint tones truly, and how that paint appears is further dependant on 
the light falling upon it. I’ve seen the bikes at Goodwood and Silverstone, and boy, do they shout, SEE 
ME! It doesn’t help that reference books available show solid oranges and mis matching wheels.  One 
theory I have is that the wheels are powder coated, which may reflect light differently to paint, and 
perhaps, they appear a darker shade in sunlight.  

  

A great example of how Repsol orange can be misrepresented in didgital photographs – the image on the right has 
been taken under artificial light, whilst on the left it’s bright sunlight, plus what I suspect to be post manipulation 

by an editor. The orange has been saturated to look like red…? Tamiya completely dropped the ball when doing this 
kit, sadly not capturing the correct look of the bike at all. 

So, where does this leave the modeller in deciding what is right?  Where it’s possible, I use online 
references, books and my own photos and experience of witnessing the bikes for real to help me 
decide what route to take. The modeller can of course follow the kit instructions, spray the model with 
the recommended tones and be done. Simple.  No need to chase additional decals, no more expense, 
and well, what the heck, it’s just a model.  Those of you that have seen my bike models and how I like 
to build them, well, lets say, I like continuity of colour (to match the decals), correct tones (matching 
my thoughts on tone) of colour and I’m more than prepared to paint most of the livery if it’s required.  
Yep, I’m a bit anal about it! 

To summarise – if you want to biuld an accurate looking Repsol sponsored Honda MotoGP bike, you’ve 
got two choices….buy the 1998 kit, or the new 2014 kit. Aside from that, you’re going to need 
additional decals, paint much of the livery and manipulate the decals.  

I could of course be completely  wrong abuot all of this and it’s just my eyesight that’s shot!   

My 2003 Repsol Honda RC211V would feature a livery all in paint, corrected decals, aftermarket Repsol 
logos and additional decals sourced from two 2012 released Hasegawa NSR250 kits, and two decals 
from a 2007 Hasegawa Repsol Honda kit.  And that’s just the paint scheme. I decided a few years ago 
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to build the Repsol liveried bike as the late season version (shorter unsilenced exhausts and different 
side cowls) – which strictly speaking was not available as a kit. Tamiya issued a late season kit (14097) 
in the season ending Valencia scheme, so building the bike was possible using decals from the early 
kit (14096). I obtained the updated late season sprue via a Japanese distributor, now sadly gone, and 
bought a second early kit in case I needed it. That all happened around 10 years ago!  

I’m sure I’ve bored you rigid by now and you’re thankful you build aircraft…shall we build a model?   

To start I always get the cowlings ready for paint. In this case I used the new sprue for the updated 
parts and combined them with the other cowlings parts from the original kit. I decided early one that 
I wanted to dispense with as many of the philips head screws as possible. To this end, the side cowling 
screws were glued into place, sanded flat and filled in. They will act as an anchor point, using the 
receiving holes (enlarged a touch)in the frame and front cowl. Typically, the parts fall together. The 
seat needed some glueing and sanding, including those awkward air cooling intakes. The front fender 
was mated with ‘hot’ Revell contacta cement and the excess glue used as filler to obtain a smooth 
seam free finish. It melts the plastic together and makes for a very strong bond. I assembled the frame 
and swingarm in the same way, and test fitted the main parts. The frame and swingarm were stripped 
of their factory applied aluminium finish using Johnson’s oven cleaner as there is so much cleaning up 
to do, the finish is removed anyhow.  

  

The basic parts assembled – the cowlings screws are about to be hidden with epoxy glue and filler. The side cowls and 
belly pan are from the updated sprue which makes up the late version of this bike. The new exhuasts received spring 

retainers where they are visible on the completed model. All of the parts got a gentle sand down with 1000 grit wet and 
dry ready for paint. 

 

 

 
While getting the swingarm ready, I thought I 

would fill in the molding void which is always left on 
the insides of them (and frames) by using some 

epoxy putty. The Tamiya version I had refused to 
harden off, so I had to scrape it all back out and 
redo the task with thin plastic card and some Mr 
Hobby putty. In all honesty, I’m unsure I’d bother 

doing this again unless it was for a contest quality 
model, as the work  I put in can hardly be seen now 

the bike is together. Hey ho! 
 

We’ll get onto painting the cowlings, frame and exhaust parts next month. 

Paul 



 
 

18 

KITTY HAWK 1/48 LOCKHEED F-35B LIGHTNING II – PART 2  

BY GRAY SHARPLING 

 

Slowly but surely seems to be my current modelling modus-operandi.  Very slowly as it turns out, but 
these days I can usually get-in a couple of hours or so over a weekend if I am lucky.  My intention is to 
build this aircraft with the RAF markings, but whether it will be done in time for the St. George’s 
competition in May is currently looking increasingly unlikely. 

 STILL CORRECTING PROBLEMS 

Remind me to avoid Kitty Hawk kits in the future!  I have already removed or replaced several Kitty 
Hawk kit entries off my “Wants List” of models because of my experiences with this kit.  Their detail is 
actually very good, but the engineering and fit is terrible.  Such basic errors!  The two internal weapons 
bays are a case in point.  There is a large pipe-like structure that is supplied as a separate piece, and 
stretches the length of the bays.  Each pipe comes with two mounting tabs, however there is only a 
hole in the bay-floor for just one of the mounting tabs!  So the front-most tab needs to be removed 
from the pipe.  Did Kitty Hawk not test-build this kit at all? 

  
Pipe in weapons bay doesn’t fit.  Two tabs, one hole. Front-most mounting tab that needs to be removed as 

there is no corresponding hole. 

 

 A LITTLE EXTRA – SCRATCH BUILDING 

Wanting to give the model that tiny “something extra”, I scratch-built some additional details for the 
wheel wells.  Coloured wire salvaged from an old SCART lead, plus some thin fuse-wire, was 
superglued into the gear bays to make (hopefully) convincing looking plumbing.  Then I cut some 
extremely tiny slivers of lead foil, taken from an old champaign bottle top, bent them over my 
tweezers, and superglued them onto the new pipework to look like support brackets.  I must admit I 
was very pleased with the result. 

  
Slivers of lead foil make tiny support 

brackets. 
Scratch-built gear-well plumbing looks convincing I hope? 
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 MAKING WORK FOR MYSELF 

Hindsight is a wonderful thing.  I made a mistake, and glued the front landing-gear bay into the 
fuselage nose too early.  I had forgotten that I was planning on using photo-etch to construct the 
extending boarding ladder and little bay it retracts into.  This meant I had to cut a matching hole in 
the fuselage nose for the ladder-recess after I had cemented the landing gear bay in place.  Not 
impossible, but it did mean it made the cutting and finishing of the hole much more awkward than it 
could have been if I hadn’t been so eager.  I carefully drilled small holes in the corners of the unusually 
shaped ladder-bay door, and then very carefully sliced hole-to-hole to open the bay.  The etch-based 
bay interior will then eventually slip between the gear-bay side and the fuselage side. 

  
Drilling holes. Opening-up the boarding ladder bay. 

 

 NEW WING MOUNTS 

One of the well-publicised problems with this kit is the fit between the wings and the fuselage halves.  
I had spoken at length to another modeller at Telford last year about his build of this exact same kit, 
and he pre-warned me that the wing-fit needed particular attention.  According to the kit instructions, 
the wing tops are glued to the wing bottoms first, then the wing sub-assemblies are glued to the 
bottom half of the fuselage.  But when the top half of the fuselage is joined to the bottom, there is a 
large step where the wings meet the top of the fuselage.  His suggestion was to glue the wing-tops to 
the top fuselage half first, and similarly glue the wing-bottoms to the bottom fuselage half.  So the 
surface alignment can be made correct up-front before the top and bottom fuselage halves come 
together. 

To this end, whilst I was waiting for other parts to dry, I looked at the wing halves.  There was no 
secure way of joining what was effectively a simple butt-joint between the wing tops and the upper 
fuselage.  So I had to slice-off the locating lugs on the wing undersides that would normally match with 
the wing lower halves, and instead used some thin plasticard to make shims (is that the right word?) 
or tabs that will be used to align and secure the wings to the upper fuselage half. 

  
Removing locating lugs. New support shims (tabs) for the upper wings. 
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TAKOM 1/35 AMX 13/75 LIGHT TANK  
BY KARL SCAMMELL 

For this build I will be constructing an 
Israeli version of the AMX 13/75 used 
during the 1967 Six Day War. 

I will be building the standard version of 
the AMX-13 without the missile fit as 
shown in the box art. 

BACKGROUND 

The AMX 13 was developed by the 
French in the early fifties, to meet a 
requirement for a lightweight air-
portable vehicle to support airborne 
troops. It had a unique design feature 

whereby it had a two-part oscillating turret, this is where the gun is fixed to the turret and the entire 
upper turret changes in elevation. Deliveries of the AMX-13 commenced in 1953, with the French 
Army receiving the first examples. It was relatively successful in terms of exports, entering service with 
many countries, in fact it remains in service today in considerable numbers with the likes of Ecuador, 
Indonesia and Mexico. 

Israel operated approximately 400 AMX-13’s during this period, forming three armoured battalions, 
all of which fought on various fronts during the conflict. It suffered heavy losses during this campaign, 
primarily due to its lightweight armour and poor main gun. Shortly after the Six Day War, the IDF 
started to phase the AMX-13 out of service and by 1969 all had been replaced by more capable 
vehicles.  

HULL ASSEMBLY 

 The first job was to fit the various suspension arms onto the hull, followed by the idler wheels. The 
suspension arms are glued into position, which means they are not adjustable. Next are the various 
handles, drivers hatch, spare road wheel and photo etch grills to fit. As I intend to show the vehicle 

with crew, the drivers 
hatch will be fitted in 
the open position. So 
that the driver can be 
shown in the seated 
position a small 
scratch built platform 
was fitted inside the 
hull. These were all 
completed very 
quickly and without 
any significant issues. 

Then it was on to the 
track assembly, having 
first removed the 
various wheels and 
sprockets from the 
sprues. The track 

consists of approximately 80 individual pieces which need to be glued together. With the track that 

 

Hull showing supplied photo etch grills. 
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lays flat this is not too much of a problem, however, it becomes a lot trickier when dealing with the 
pieces that form the radius around the sprocket and idler wheel. To achieve an accurate fit, it required 
dry fit, glue, test fit track around sprocket/wheel and adjust as required. This took considerable time, 
however in the end a reasonable result was achieved. 

 

Track assembly in progress 

I decided to then spray the wheels, lower hull and tracks. This would  allow me to fit the tracks at this 
stage, since fitting them once the splash guards that sit above the tracks were in place could prove 
difficult. The kit contains quite a significant amount of photoetch. For the hull this includes the 
headlight guards and grills etc. The headlight grill assemblies proved a little tricky, particularly as the 
instructions were not that clear as to how they should look.  The instructions show that two headlights 
should be fitted, however, Israeli versions appear to be only have a single headlamp fitted, so I only 
fitted a single lamp on either side. Once the splash guards were in place, the stowage bins were fitted 
which on one side included the exhaust manifold. Now that the hull was assembled and complete, 
work on the turret could begin. At this stage, I decided to spray the hull, although I will cover this in 
more detail later in this article. 

 

Hull primed 
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TURRET  

The turret assembly was relatively straightforward and consisted of attaching various handles, viewing 
ports and hatches. As with the hull, the commander’s hatch will be open to allow the commander to 
be shown. Again, a small platform was scratch built and inserted inside the turret to support the figure. 
The kit includes a separate dust cover which can be fitted to the turret. However, looking at various 
references for this Israeli version I could see no dust cover fitted to the turret, therefore I omitted this 
part. Next was the 75mm gun which inserts into a collar and then the turret. The last part to be fitted 
was the Browning M2 0.5cal machine gun which came from a kit supplied by AFV club. 

 

Browning M2.  

 

Turret assembly virtually complete. 

PAINTING. 

I used a combination of primers which were Halfords grey primer and Vallejo acrylic grey primer. The 
latter thinned approximately with 40% acrylic thinners prior to applying with an airbrush. With the 
Vallejo primer, I applied two thin coats and allowed it to thoroughly dry between coats. 

The lower hull was then sprayed with an acrylic light olive drab. The upper surfaces of the hull, turret 
and main gun were sprayed with AK acrylic IDF Sand Grey 73 (ref AK792). Despite giving the paint a 
thorough shake prior to use there seemed to be considerable pigment separation as can be seen from 
the picture below which manifested itself whilst spraying the turret. 
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Turret showing the pigment separation problem. 

Although the picture doesn’t show it, the lighter pigment has coated the turret as one would expect, 
however the darker pigment appears to have separated and randomly pooled in various areas.  

To say this was annoying would have been an understatement, particularly as when I undertook some 
research into this problem it would appear AK acrylics have a bit of reputation for pigment separation. 
I certainly wasn’t expecting this sort of problem when using an AK branded paint and in future will 
only use them if there are no other suitable options available. Rant over, now onto finding a solution.  

I didn’t want to re-spray with an alternative paint if at all possible, so after a bit of thought and advice 
I decided that I needed to improve the paint mixing. I added some M5 stainless steel nuts to the bottle 
which would hopefully improve the pigment dispersion and then shook vigorously for 5 minutes 
(Credit Phil Flory for the nuts idea). I then decanted the paint into the cup and re-sprayed the turret 
after sanding and re-primering the turret. Despite some slight pigment separation still visible in the 
paint cup, this time the results were perfect with an even matt finish as one would expect. 

 

Road wheel masking jig 
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The road wheels were sprayed with IDF Sand grey and Rubber black using my own masking jig which 
I made from PVC sheet. The tracks were sprayed with an acrylic metallic steel, followed by two coats 
of Flory Brown wash. The various tools were hand painted using RW acrylic hazel green for the handles 
and acrylic steel for the blades etc.  

An acrylic gloss lacquer was applied prior to the application of the decals. I used an aftermarket decal 
set by Star Decals. Lastly, ahead of weathering two coats of acrylic matt lacquer were applied. 

WEATHERING. 

A light coat of Flory models black wash was sprayed over the upper surfaces of the hull and turret, 
allowed to dry and then selectively removed. This effectively toned down the paint giving it a ‘used’ 
appearance. I then applied Flory models Dark Dirt wash to the lower hull, road wheels and sprockets, 
again selectively removing as required. Finally, I mixed some of the Mig Beach Sand pigment with 
some acrylic thinner and sprayed all the surfaces to create a yellow dusty appearance. I used the Beach 
Sand pigment as it has a yellow hue and would give more contrast against the base colour. 

FIGURES 

 The Takom kit does not include any crew figures 
and as I wanted to set the tank into a diorama 
showing a scene from the 1967 Six-day war, I 
needed to source some crew figures. After 
trawling the internet, I settled on some resin 
figures from Verlinden which were Israeli Tank 
Crew (ref 529). The only problem with this set 
was that the helmets worn by the crew were 
from the early 80’s therefore not quite correct 
for the period I was intending to show. A further 
trawl of the internet lead me to the Hornet 
models site. Hornet supply a variety of resin 
heads etc. in a variety of poses and nationalities. 
The Israeli helmets during the 60’s closely 
resembled those used by US AFV crews, 
therefore I selected a set of heads supplied by 
Hornet which were US Vietnam AFV helmets (ref 
HUH/3). 

 

Once the figures were assembled they were hand painted using the following acrylics. 

 Jackets: Light Olive and Buff. 

 Helmet: Olive Drab. 

 Skin: Flesh plus Vallejo Flesh Wash. 

The kit does include cast radio mic’s, however, I found these difficult to separate from the surrounding 
resin block, so instead, I used some thin copper wire suitably shaped and then painted black. 

CONCLUSION. 

I couldn’t really find any faults with the kit itself. Generally, everything fitted together well with a good 
level of detail. The only negative with this build was the issues I initially had with the AK paint. 
However, once I had resolved these, I was pleased with the subsequent final finish. 

                           

 

Crew-man awaiting painting. 
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26 

THE 1959 AIRFIX HAWKER TYPHOON 1B  
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

When Tony announced that there was a plan to build some Typhoons for the club’s Telford 2017 display I thought that I might also build a 
Typhoon but the one I was going to build was not going to be either of the new tooling’s from Airfix in 1/72 or 1/24 scale!! 

My friend “Dodgy” Derek; purveyor of militaria, bric a brac, quality items and second hand kits of dubious worth had sold me the last ever 
issue of the old Airfix Typhoon moulding in the new style red box. Originally, I think this kit was a starter set but the paints and glue had long 
gone and with the introduction of the new Airfix tool this old kit was completely un-saleable to anyone remotely serious about building 
models. The only thing left for me to do was, of course, to build the kit!!! 

I was fairly familiar with the old tool, having used parts of one of these kits to build a Hawker Tornado a few years ago and appreciated that 
this kit was from a different age and 
was basic in the extreme. That said 
when released 58 years ago this was a 
good model. Yes it has rivets, the 
bombs supplied are horrific, the pilot 
inhuman and the wheels and 
undercarriage very simplified but in 
terms of appearance and overall 
measurements it is pretty much there. 
That is, probably, why it took 50 years 
for Airfix to replace it in the range and 
considering that some of its stable 
mates of the late 1950s such as the; 
Mosquito, Mustang and Hurricane 
were fundamentally inaccurate in 
outline and were replaced by Airfix 
with better tools in the 1970s it says 
much for the quality of this old kit. 

What do you get in the box?  Not a lot!! 
This kit is simple in the extreme; under 
30 parts, no internal detail, very poor 
bombs, very basic wheels, a thick 
canopy, rivets and an alien for a pilot. 
The fit of most of the parts can only be 
described as being “approximate” with 
a lot of cleaning up required, the fit of 
the tail planes being particularly poor. 
The two fuselage halves need a lot of 
work to achieve a flush joint but 
surprisingly, despite having had to 
remove a lot of plastic in the build, 
there is not a lot of filler present. This is 

only to be expected considering the age of the moulds and the wear they must have received over the past half century. 

I discarded the pilot, replaced the bombs with Pavla ones, made an instrument panel, joystick and cockpit floor and installed a resin after-
market seat which I bought for 50p at Salisbury show a few years ago. I super detailed the wheel wells with a bit of plastic strut, drilled out 
the ends of the canons and would have liked to replace the wheels but had nothing suitable in the spares box, so, they remain as Airfix 
intended them to be!! The rivets I rubbed down and I don`t think look too bad anymore, particularly under several coats of acrylic paint and 
varnish. 

The model was finished with Revell acrylics; brush painted and uses the kit supplied decals. As usual, with the new Airfix decals these went 
on without any drama. Currently, the model is still in a gloss finish as I have temporarily run out of good quality acrylic matt varnish and is 
without its radio aerial.  The build took about a day on and off, over the course of a weekend and the paint work and decals best part of a 
week to get right!! Despite the kits simplicity, lack of detail and poor fit I really enjoyed the project and I am pleased with the result. It will 
never be the best Typhoon on the table but will be unique!! 
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CLUB DIARY 2017 

 

2017 

March 15th  Late Club Night   

April 5th 

April 19th  
Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

April 2nd  
April 8th  
April 23rd  

Shropshire Scale Model Show 
Poole Vikings Show 
Milton Keynes Model Show  

May 3rd  
May 17th  

Early Club Night 
St George Competition 

  

June 7th 
June 21st  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night  

June 3rd IPMS Salisbury Show 

July 5th 
July 19th  
 

Early Club Night 
   Manufacturers 
   Competition (NonART) 

July 15th  ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW  

August 2nd 
August 16th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

August 6th 

August 13th 
Boscombe Down Model Show  
Avon Model Show  

September 6th  
September 20th 

  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 
       -Photo Shoot 

September 16th IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 4th  
October 18th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

October 7th 

 
Bovington Autumn Show (TBC) 

November  1st 
November 15th  

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 11th/12th 

 
November 26th 

Scale ModelWorld 2016 
 
Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 

Bugle Call  

December 6th 
December 20th  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday March 15th         (8pm to 10pm) 
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CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Steve Edwards 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Karl Scammell 

Gray Sharpling 
Nigel Robins 

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2016 
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