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MAY 2016 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message from the President 

Welcome to the May 2016 issue of The Romsey Modeller. 

Despite lots going on with the club lately, I'm not entirely sure what to write about this 
month!  

It's been an odd few months for me, still job hunting, organising a new kitchen and 
bathroom....lots of issues with the family....I'm feeling unsettled presently, which never 
helps my focus on the hobby or much else for that matter.  

Still, we are just 10 weeks away from our show; just last Wednesday we had our second 
planning meeting and it's clear we've still many detail items to organise before the event. 
We are at least identifying them and they've joined a long to do list! Some of you have 
offered to volunteer on the day, but there will be some tasks that we will need help with 
prior to the event. More news on that in busy parish notices this week. 

Last month we enjoyed a fantastic presentation from Clifford Hall on the history of a 
Spitfire....the fascinating talk was in depth despite being just over an hour in length and one 
I could have easily listen to for longer. The attendance suggested it was a favourite for the 
members too. Thanks of course go to Steve and Rod Edwards.  

This month we have the Revell competition. The usual notes on that are to be found later in 
this issue. On that subject I will have a copy of the new competition guidelines for viewing at 
Wednesday’s meeting. The main purpose of updating them is to clarify the definition of the 
classes. I think I've achieved this. These are still work in progress, but I would welcome 
constructive feedback. 

As always, enjoy the magazine. After all, a lot of work has gone into it! 

 

Paul 

Club President 

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
our hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up – see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

REVELL COMPETITION 

I'm sure most of you will be aware by now - the May meeting marks the first club night 
contest of the year, a competition for Revell based models. I've seen plenty of projects on 
the go and completed in the last few months, so it bodes well for another successful 
manufacturer themed event. The last few ‘Test Trout’ competitions have attracted 15 
entries on average, so there should be plenty to view and vote for. 

So, basic guidelines.....permitted are plastic models based on and containing a majority of 
parts from Revell Europe or Revell/Monogram kits , any scale, any genre. Effectively, it's an 
open competition, but please, no die cast conversions! If you have any queries on the night, 
please speak to the Competition Secretary, Sean. 

 

Enjoy the contest and happy voting. 

 

IPMS SALISBURY MODEL SHOW 4TH JUNE 2016. 

It feels like it's been a while since we've done a show, and so conveniently we will be 
attending the excellent Salisbury show in just a few weeks. We will have the normal 12 foot, 
single depth, so 20 models will be more than enough for a classy display. We have another 
meeting (June 1st) prior to the show, so we'll sort attendees and travel arrangements then.  

Details can normally be found on the IPMS Salisbury website, but when I checked, there 
seem little information. Here’s the info from the IPMS UK website…. 

 

Venue: Wyvern College Sports Hall, Church Road, Laverstock, Salisbury, SP1 1RE 
Club displays, demonstrations, open competition, traders, free parking, refreshments, 
tombola. Doors open from 9.30am to 4.30pm 
Admission price: Adults £3.50, accompanied under 16s free (otherwise £1)  
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THE MOST FAMOUS LANCASTER OF THEM ALL? 
BY WILL BOOTH 

MIDDLE WALLOP 2015: 

Dave P: “Why on earth did you buy THAT! Tony’s selling the new Revell one for almost the 
same!” 

Me: “I have a cunning plan!” 

THE MOST FAMOUS LANCASTER OF THEM ALL? 

And with that Baldrick-esque 
response I present the 
building of G-George. Not 
the old Airfix one but 
Revell’s Dambuster of 
around 1964. And not 
straight from the box but as 
the star of 1955’s film, which 
must now have been seen 
by millions more than any of 
the surviving airframes. I 
remember seeing this kit in 

one of our local toyshops back in the day and thinking the bomb was wrong – it didn’t look like the 
one in the film! Great artwork though! 

Why go down this route? Firstly I am obviously mad, as pointed out by Dave, and apparently prefer 
to resurrect these manky old kits than state of the art ones. Secondly as I’m not much into 
preshading or interiors, the new kit’s 
benefits are somewhat wasted on me and 
the old one is bound to be simpler. Isn’t it? 

Thirdly, I’ve been gradually coming to the 
conclusion that Revell’s kit seems to have 
been based on the film as much as the 
previously secret Dambuster info, first 
released in Bruce Robertson’s 1964 book 
“Lancaster – The Story of a Famous 
Bomber”. Admittedly my evidence is 
somewhat circumstantial: the 3 film planes 
were modified by Avro – as they had to fly. 
I can’t imagine they invented new fairings, 
as that would have required expensive 
aerodynamic design work. Those on the 
film stars seem a good match except for 
the bomb’s drive system (a fourth B.Mk.7 
was used unmodified for shots needing a 
standard Lancaster). Just for good measure this kit has the rear fairing similar to that on the Airfix  kit 
whilst the newer Revell version has a flat ramp! 

 the kit has paddle blades 

 the kit decals show AJ-G with wider squarer post-war style letters as per the film rather than 
taller round-bottom letters (but the box art looks more wartime style!) 

 the kit instructions call for “light blue” spinners 
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Okay, it’s hardly conclusive and Revell obviously didn’t go much beyond the basics of modifying their 
ordinary Lanc kit. Interestingly the kit includes the early ventral turret, which was probably only on 
McCarthy’s machine, as he took a spare aircraft that had only just arrived at Scampton. Obviously 
there are other changes needed to make the film plane as it was a post-war B.Mk.7 rather than a 
real Type 464 which were early-ish production modified. As I’m going for a character sketch not all 
will be adopted in the model, but here’s my shortlist: 

 -Different aerials at the front end 

 -Two bigger MGs in the rear turret (okay technically it should be a completely different 
turret with twin 50’s) 

 -Fill the side windows (recesses on the ancient kit – a couple need to be made into “proper” 
windows) 

 -Open up windows near theNav’s and bomb-aimer’s stations 

 -Sort out the ventral turret area 

 -Infill the bomb drive recesses 

 -Exhaust stubs – frustratingly the other two film planes (P-Popsy and M-Mother) retained 
shrouds which are on the kit! I’ve liberated the exhausts from a new-tool Revell Lanc. 

As to the bomb, in various 
books it has been described 
as inaccurate in the film. 
Okay it’s just a dummy, but I 
think they actually followed 
the earlier outline with the 
spheroidal casing. This 
would make sense as the 
wartime films used would 
match this better, as any 

showing the cylindrical casing only came available many years later. The shape would also match for 
Avro’s aerodynamic calculations. Conveniently and artistically, it also stuck out more so would be 
more obvious in the film. Anyway this gave me some geometry to start with to make my “bomb” – 
out of balsa laminates. 

As to the colour scheme, the film was black and white and any making of colour pictures I’ve found 
seem to have been colourised rather than be original. One of these “making of” photos shows the 
film crew by a Lanc with red/white/blue roundels on the upper surface, and another with Richard 
Todd shows that the underwing serials have been blanked out. Similarly on the port side below the 
cockpit of “G” there is heavy wear, perhaps some nose-art had been removed? Only Gibson’s 
(Todd’s) aircraft was serialled as the original and the overmarking is again obvious – from the photos 
it seems only on the door side, presumably for the sequence replicating the famous pre-raid photo?. 

Later shots show wartime style B roundels on the upper surface, however the disruptive pattern of 
the dark green is hardly period-authentic. And the camouflage contrast seems much greater and the 
background lighter than in wartime photos of Lancasters in Dark Earth / Dark Green. So I’m left 
wondering if they just painted a Dark Green pattern over the post-war Bomber Command grey over 
black? I can’t decide whether that would be too weird to model at the moment. One thing that isn’t 
in doubt from photos is that the film planes had coloured spinners, I wasn’t sure whether blue or red 
as neither seemed to match the roundels, but then the Revell instructions settled my decision. Until 
someone proves otherwise! 
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Oh yes and whilst the original planes were almost brand new, those in the film had been around a 
while, probably unloved and overlooked in the heroic new jet-age RAF. In the first shots where 
Richard Todd appears as Gibson you can see the crusty flaking paint around the cockpit.  So I guess 
some weathering was in order. 

The actual building of the kit wasn’t any more demanding than usual. The slightly odd-proportioned 
Revell crew are present, and I tried to represent Todd in his shirtsleeves and German life-vest 

(Gibson wore one as a 
souvenir of his night-
fighting period, as did 
some other RAF pilots, 
supposedly they were 
more comfortable). 
Manually flying a 30-
ton plane for hours at 
very low-level* was 
warm work. I’ve gone 
for a flying aspect to 
show off the plane’s 
modifications better; 
the stand is wood with 
a reduced size film 

poster. 

I was doing this model for the Revell competition but as the date coincides with my younger 
daughter’s birthday I may be “hors de combat”. Oh well, it means I can’t come last again! 

Will Booth 

 

*PS I’m sure we all know that 617 had to bomb from 60 feet. When the RAF crews flew over the 
dams and reservoirs at this height for the film they were told it didn’t look low enough. So they went 
even lower; if you look at stills or the film you can see they are considerably lower than half a 
wingspan so possibly only at 30 – 40 feet! Quite an achievement, even if they were flying in daylight 
with filters on the cameras to simulate moonlight. 
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FORTUNA M1 (PART 3) 
BY LEE GILBERT 

 

With all the carbon fibre parts 
completed, I decided to put the 
back end of the bike together, 
so that I could attach it to the 
frame. I had painted the wheels 
prior to doing all the carbon 
fibre, with TS-14 gloss black.  

The rear brake disc was painted 
gloss black, before the outer 
part received a coat of Metallic 
grey. The finer details were 
touched in with a small brush 
using XF-16 Flat Aluminium. 

Once left to dry, the disc was glued into the rear wheel and left to harden.  

In the meantime, I applied the Michelin Tyre logos and swing arm decals. Next up was the rear 
shock, which was painted with a combination of Alclad and Tamiya paints. Once assembled, it was 
screwed in place inside the swing arm.  

The chain and sprockets were 
painted and detailed, before being 
placed inside the rear wheel 
housing. Then it was time to insert 
the rear wheel! I had to take 
particular care when doing this as 
when everything is in place, it 
makes for a tight fit, and the rear 
wheel is fairly wide! Eventually it 
was coaxed in gently and all that 
remained was to glue the carbon 
rear hugger in place.  

At last, it was time to mount the 
finished back end to the frame, 
which again required care and 
patience! Once everything was 
lined up, it was a case of screwing in the relevant pieces to secure it all. The front forks were 
assembled and painted, and the rest of the front end was put together in pretty much the same 
manner as the back end. At last, I had a rolling chassis!  

With most of the other major parts such as the exhaust already completed earlier in the build, there 
was still one major part which needed completing in order to finish the project, which was the 
engine. I will cover that part in the next edition...  
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TAMIYA 1/35 MK. IV MALE; ROMSEY MODELLERS CLUB BUILD 2016. 
BY KARL SCAMMELL 

SPONSON ASSEMBLY.  

The first task was to assemble the main gun. This was relatively straight forward, although the 
assembly diagram was a little vague regarding the exact position of some of the components. This 
would cause an issue when the curved gun shield was fitted. Once assembled, the gun was then 
painted with 50/50 acrylic black/steel (gun metal) and brass. 

 

Assembled main gun 

The fitting of the gun shield proved to be the trickiest part of the Sponson assembly process. This is 
because there are two uprights either side of the gun, if these are not in the correct position then 
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the mating of the two halves of the shield becomes difficult. Although the instruction sheet indicates 
a vague position for these uprights, it needs to be clearer so that they can be glued into the correct 
position, thereby preventing subsequent problems with the fitting of the gun shield. 

 

Gun shield fitted 

The next step is then to assemble the sponson itself in which the gun assembly is mounted. A couple 
of problems were encountered during this stage. The first problem was the fitting of the internal 
collar that holds the second gun in place. The tolerances between the gun and the collar were too 
tight, which meant the collar wouldn’t seat into the recess with the gun in position. This issue was 
partially solved by filing the collar slightly which improved the fit between the two components. The 
next problem was when the roof of the sponson was fitted. Again, it wouldn’t seat into position due 
to the gun shield radius located on the inside of the roof plate being too deep. Again, this required 
filing down by approximately 1mm to reduce the height which then allowed the roof to locate in the 
correct position.   

 

Sponson part assembled ahead of fitting gun 
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Roof plate showing gun location radius which required modifying. 

Once the roof plate was fitted the rear door and frame were then glued into position with no issues 
encountered.  

I sprayed the internal surfaces of the sponson Tamiya XF-2 Flat White as indicated on the instruction 
sheet prior to assembling. However, as can be seen on the images below, some touching up was 
required. 

If the sponson doors are to be shown closed as in this case, in reality I’m not sure that the internal 
surfaces needed spraying anyway. 

To be continued. 

PHOTOS OF COMPLETED SPONSON. 

  

External view of Sponson Internal view of Sponson. 
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CLUB DIARY 2015/2016 

2016 

May 18th  Revell Competition   

June 1st 
June 15th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night  

June 4th  IPMS Salisbury Show 

July 6th 
July 20th  

Early Club Night 
American Competition 

July 16th ROMSEY MODELLERS SHOW (TBC) 

August 3rd 
August 17th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

August 7th Avon Model Show  

September 7th  
September 21st  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

September 17th IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 5th  
October 19th  

Early Club Night 
Late Club Night 

October 8th 

October 22nd  
Bovington Show (TBC) 
Yeovilton Autumn Show (TBC) 

November  2nd 
November 16th  

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 12th/13th 
November 27th 

Scale ModelWorld 2016 
Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 
/ Bugle Call 

December 7th 
December 21st  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday May 18th         (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Steve Edwards 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Lee Gilbert 

Karl Scammell  
Will Booth 

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2016 

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk

