
 



 

NOVEMBER 2013 

THIS MONTH 

This month’s Romsey Modeller is the biggest yet running to an extortionate 34 pages! Much of the content is 

focused on the club’s first display at Scale ModelWorld which proved to be a brilliant weekend. Both Paul and I 

couldn’t have been happier with our display which was one of the best presented in the hall.  

One sad piece of news concerns Brian Boot who’s article on his Vickers Valiant is found in this magazine. Brian 

Sampson wrote to inform me that on his way to Telford the driver of the car in which Brain was travelling had 

a heart attack and hit the accelerator instead of the brake, they struck the barrier and ended in the ditch. Brian 

is currently in West Middlesex hospital flat on his back. Brain went see him at weekend and hopefully will have 

more news on Wednesday. I’m sure you will join me in sending Brian our best wishes and hopes for a speedy 

recovery. 

 

Just a reminder that it’s our annual competition on Wednesday , I am looking forward to seeing  the results of 

this year’s efforts on the competition table. 

 

All the best 

 

Tony 

IPMS Club Secretary  

 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater 

for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we 

often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also 

attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just 

come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see the last page for 

details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

 

  

ROMSEY MODELLERS FIRST VISIT TO SCALE MODEL WORLD BY TONY ADAMS  

SETTING UP 

Paul and I arrived at Telford after our 180 mile drive in the rain at around 1 pm and after a vital cup of tea 

gained access to our table in Hall 2 of the Telford International Conference Centre. 

On arriving at our table we had a wonderful 

surprise, as we found a cake complete with 

our new logo, was this something that a virgin 

societies to the show were presented with? 

The mystery was soon solved when Chris 

turned up and claimed “bakership”.  

Following a quick trip to Sainburys to get 

some polish for the shelves (and a huge 

amount of snack shaped provisions) it was - 

We had a little panic when we realised that 

the tables were narrower than those we had 

practiced the display layout but magically we fitted all 39 models on the table with space to spare. We only 

had one miss hap with an antenna on Gray’s Lunar module needing a quick swipe of CA (Gray if you reading 

this don’t worry – we are professionals and the model made a full recovery!) 

Eventually we had all models on the table (after executing a search for Sean’s Hellcat), there then followed a 

hour of concentrated “feng shui” until we were happy with our display. 
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Romsey Modellers Display at Scale ModelWorld 2013 

With the table set we headed to our respective hotels before meeting up again for dinner and a few beers with 

members Les Garagistes ( Paul’s car modelling colleagues). 

DAY ONE 

After welcome night’s sleep we met at 7:30am for breakfast before heading to the Telford Centre. The doors 

opened at 9am to IPMS members followed by what seemed an absolute deluge of people at 10am when the 

general public were let in. The hall rapidly filled and we were kept very busy talking to people interested in our 

models. Richard , Dale , Sean and Gray soon appeared with full carrier bags and were happy to take over stand 

duty which allowed me to take my first look around the show. 
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Dale maning the table Hall 2 was very busy on Saturday morning 

First order of business was to visit the Airfix stand to check out rumours that I and heard on line regarding a 

major new release for 2014. After fighting through the throng I was delighted to find superb early test shots of 

a 1/24 Hawker Typhoon. The detail is amazing including a full engine, cockpit and even wing fuel tanks. Airfix 

hope for a RRP of £90 and to have it available in June 14, I already have one ordered from Ayrey.  

I now had a chance to take a look at the other club stands and was impressed by the quality on some of the 

tables. Saying that (and I am of course biased) I felt that our display, particularly with regard to the table cloths 

and general quality was in the top 5% of all the tables on display. Having made a few purchases I headed back 

to our table to share a natter and snacks with our day visitors. 

It was amazing how quickly time flew by and we were soon bidding goodbye to our visitors laden with 

numerous goody filled plastic bags. Once again we shared our evening with the Les Garagistes crowd , having a 

great meal in the Holiday Inn , I was asleep as soon as my head hit the pillow after a very long day.  

  

The most exciting release of the show (for me) , Airfix 1:24  Hawker Typhoon, and it looks brilliant 
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DAY TWO 

I got to the table at 9am only to be directed to the competition area for my “duty” (which I had completely 

forgotten about) which comprised of looking after the competition area “bag check”. My duties consisted of 

checking in bags and issuing a ticket, and returning the bags as identified by the ticket – sounds easy. However 

after a few minutes we were absolutely inundated with people coming to view the competition winners. As we 

didn’t have a particularly organised way of allocating where we put the bags, and the tickets falling off, each 

return consisted of few minutes crawling around on the floor swearing while looking for a particular bag – all 

of which happened to be black rucksacks! After almost two hour and with a queue reaching gargantuan 

proportions I decided to make a break for it and escaped while pretending to look for a particular elusive bag 

that had obviously been located outside! 

At it being Remembrance Sunday at 11am the whole hall rigorously observed 2 minutes silence. Shortly after I 

sneaked back into the competition hall (hiding from the overworked staff in the bag check) and was 

able to view and photograph some of the outstanding models. In some categories it was difficult to 

disagree with the judges decisions such was the quality, in others there 

seemed to be some strange decisions but 

then again I think we have plenty of 

those in our competitions. The Best 

in Show winner was the same 

modeller as last year with a 

superb scratch built 

“levitating car” (left).  

I have included some of 

my favourites models in 

the photos that follow. 

Chris and Barry both 

won Golds in the ship 

categories for their Charles W Morgan and Flower class corvette respectively. 

I headed back to our table to relieve Paul and allow him to get in some shopping. With just the two of us on 

the table we had limited opportunity to do much more wandering around but time did fly by as there were 

plenty of people to talk to who were interested in our display. 

I was a little disappointed that we didn’t get a award for the table ( next year!) but we were very happy that 

Les Garagistes won  Silver. 

At 4pm the show was declared closed and it was time to pack up, which again was achieved without damage 

to model or person. Getting the models to the car took a number of hazardous trips trying to dodge everybody 

else intent on getting “on the road” as soon as possible, made even more challenging when the main hall lights 

went off for a couple of minutes – blind mans buff with a arm full of somebody else’s models is really no fun!  

By 5:30 we are set to go, Paul headed off for the long journey home while I had the luxury of another night in 

my hotel (I had arranged a business meeting locally for the next day) , I finally got home at 6pm on Monday 

SUMMARY 

For our first time at SMW we put on an excellent display which really showed off the variety and quality of our 

members. The overall presentation was top notch and we received many complements. The weekend was 

hard work at times but it was also great fun. Ideally it would be better to have more members stay the full 

weekend in order to spread the load particularly on Sunday, something to think about next year.  

I picked up some excellent bargains (two ships that I am determined to build ( honest )) and there was plenty 

more that only a lack of cash stopped being added to my stash.  
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The quality of models on the tables and in the competition was awe inspiring , it’s really the place to see what 

can be achieved in our hobby.  

Oh and the Airfix Typhoon is definitely on my wish list… 

PHOTOS 

I have only got room for a very small number of the 100s of photos I took at the show, if anybody is interested 

in the rest I will bring my laptop to the next club meeting. 
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A GOLDEN TELFORD - A TRADER’S PERSPECTIVE BY NIGEL ROBINS  

We set off for Scale Model World 2013 with the car loaded to capacity, in pouring rain which persisted until 

Birmingham and arrived in the international centre at 16:45; journey time four hours, because of a delay on 

the M5. 

Tony and Paul were already hard at work setting up the Romsey stand and by 18:00 the Southampton stand 

was complete with Barry’s corvette safely ensconced in the competition room. Harold arrived at that point and 

after a lot of hard work and some cajoling the Matador stand was set up and ready for business by 19:15 a first 

for the company, we are normally still setting up on Saturday morning when the public come in!!! 

Saturday was extremely busy for traders but the three of us were in control of the situation and it rapidly 

became apparent that Harold had put in a lot of work restocking the range and organising things so we were 

able to provide an efficient, slick service to our customers over the whole weekend. Stocking Cromwell resin 

kits also proved popular as these are normally hard to obtain because Gordon Brown rarely attends shows. 

Consequently we managed to sell around 40 of these kits over the course of the show. In fact sales were so 

strong Eoin remarked that we had sold £900 worth of stock by 10.30 Saturday morning!! I was able to get off 

the stand a couple of times on Saturday and managed to get a GR4 conversion set for the Revell Tornado from 

Freightdog models, which I failed to do last year. What struck me was how busy the show was, despite being in 

three giant halls, there seemed people everywhere and it was difficult, in some cases, to look at the club 

stands. This all bodes well for the hobby, in fact, I was proud to see both Romsey and Southampton stands 

surrounded by visitors taking photos; clearly the standard of models on display was of the highest order. 

Mid-afternoon we learnt the results of the competition; Barry Sharman had won a Gold Medal for the 

Corvette, The Canadian Trophy and the White Ensign Ship Trophy. Chris Marston had also won Gold and a 

Silver medal for two of her sailing ships. This was a terrific result for Barry and Chris and reinforces what I have 

said in the past; that some of our club members are producing work which is at the highest standard in the 

hobby today. It has also got to be a real incentive for others in the club to enter their best models in next 

year’s I.P.M.S. competition. Elsewhere Jim Baumann and Andy Argent were also Gold medallists along with 

large numbers of Maltese, Italian and Czech modellers. Chris returned to the Romsey stand, having partied 

hard with the IPMS  and proceeded to hand around slices of a superb iced sponge cake she had made 

especially for Telford, Paul undertaking cake cutting duties. Then it was 1800 and day one over. 

Sunday at Telford is always more relaxed, I was able to get in to the competition room, which was jam packed 

with models all finished to the highest standards and this underlined how well Barry and Chris had done. I also 

noticed Tony in there doing his I.P.M.S. duty – Top marks Mr Adams!!  

I managed to get into the kit swap and bought a Frog Dornier 335 Arrow, a kit I have always fancied for £5.00 

though the kit swap prize has to go to Peter Grist from Southampton club who bought at least twenty kits and 

then had to carry them around in a black bin bag!!! 

I saw the new Airfix 1/24 Typhoon, which was unveiled at Telford, it looks magnificent and the engine detail is 

particularly impressive. I am looking forward to seeing one or two of you complete this kit once it is released. 

The new 1/72 Lightning was also on display and again looks excellent, perhaps I might build one of these next 

year myself and it is certainly a great improvement over their old F1A / F3 kit. 

Being remembrance Sunday a two minutes silence was held at 11:00 which was extremely poignant and well 

observed as usual. The rest of the day passed rapidly and before we realised it the show was closing. Returning 

home was, of course, a challenge because of all the kits and books everyone had bought. Space inside the 

vehicle was at a premium and poor Chris Pearce from Southampton club had to be literally crammed into the 

back of the car. We arrived back at Barry’s around 21:30 after having had a brilliant weekend. Matador sales 

were the best ever at any show and I had £140.00 in my hand from selling my surplus kits. All I can say is go 

next year and see how good this show actually is. 
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YEOVILTON AUTUMN SHOW 26TH OCTOBER 2013 BY PAUL ADAMS  

Yeovilton’s autumn show marked the clubs first outing with the new logo, cloths and display lighting. After an 

hours worth of set up we were ready just before the opening 10:00am deadline. The table looked great and is 

testimony to all those who have played a part in creating a table worthy of displaying our hard work.  

  

With SMW 2013 just 2 weeks away, and a lack of a competition, the show was quieter than we were 

expecting, but nevertheless, a good turn out of clubs and traders ensured it was busy enough for those in 

attendance. With 9 members on hand, we displayed our normal mixed bag of modelling genres, with new and 

old models drawing passers by all day.  

Our new business cards didn’t shift so well, even after moving them forward for easier access. We’ll try an 

appropriate encouragement label next year! The lighting however looked superb, just enough light for the 

models and not too much to blind those on the other side! The battery lasted without issue all day.  We had 

many favourable comments on the quality of the cloths, display bases and the logo….and the models of 

course! 

With plenty of members on hand I was able to exhibit some models on the nearby Les Garagistes stand and 

was afforded the time to have a good look around the show, catch up with some old friends and snap some 

   

1. 1/72 Russian airliner - huge!! 2. 1/16 scale Renault tank…. 3. 1/24 scale Tamiya Mazda Le Mans 

winner. 

   

4. Superbly painted chopper.... 5. Bombers were big in WWI!! 6. Excellent Airfix sub with lovely 

seascape. 
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photos. Overall, a great day out and some cracking models too see.  A big thank you to Richard for the 

excellent transportation and chat along the way. Top job!  Roll on Spring 2014! 

MUSEUM OF ARMY FLYING SHOW – MIDDLE WALLOP – 24TH NOVEMBER 

We have a 12 foot table at the forth-coming Middle Wallop Show which takes place on Sunday 24
th

 

November. We’ve been asked to come back for another year, this will be our sixth visit there, so I guess we 

must be doing something right! The event will mark the end of show season for 2013, in what has been a very 

busy year.  

We have a number of passes for the show.  More details on the next club night.     

ANNUAL COMPETITION BY PAUL ADAMS   

The dark evenings are with us, Halloween and Bonfire night have come and gone, Christmas ads are on the 

telly, so it can only mean one thing…..the annual competition evening is upon us! If you’re new to us, I’ll 

explain what happens, if you’re an old hand, there are some small changes from last year. 

At the November 20th meeting, bring along your model/s that fit into one of the classes listed below. The 

members will then vote for their top three in each class, we’ll total up the votes and announced the winners, 

along with the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 place finishers in each class, at the meeting on December 18
th

.  The winners of each 

class will go forward for voting for Best in Show and the winner will received the coveted John Cox Memorial 

Trophy. Simplz!  

There are a few basic rules to follow; 

 

1. You can only enter a model that has not previously placed 1
st

, 2
nd

 or 3
rd

 in class or overall at a previous 
annual competition.  Winners or those that have placed in any other competition are eligible.  

2. We would discourage you from voting for your own model in class.  
3. Please write your name on the back of your entry and voting slips.  
4. Decisions made by the Competition Secretary (Sean Summers) are final.  
5. Your model must not be diecast based or radio controlled. Static display models with moving/working 

features (i.e. motorised propeller, lighting) are permitted.   
 

We are planning to make a special award to the best World War I entry in any class this year. We announced 

this early in the year, but we suspect it may have been forgotten about! If there insufficient entries to allow for 

worthwhile judging, we will scrap the idea and have a WWI class in next years annual competition (which is 

going to happen anyhow!) So those that have made an effort this year will not miss out next.  

The judging for the best WWI model this year will be carried out by the committee.  

The classes for this year’s competition are:  

 Class 1 – Aircraft 1/72
nd

 scale and below  

 Class 2 – Aircraft above 1/72nd scale 

 Class 3 – Military Vehicles 

 Class 4 -  Figures 

 Class 5 -  Civilian Vehicles 

 Class 6 -  Ships  

 Class 7 – Dioramas 

 Class 8 -  Sci-Fi, fantasy and real space 

 Class 9 -  Miscellaneous 

 

Please note that the ‘I’ve started’ class has been deleted and a new class for sci-fi, fantasy and real space 

created.  Good luck to all of the participants.  
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AIRFIX 1/48 WESTLAND LYNX HMA8 – PART 5    BY GRAY SHARPLING  

At bloomin’ last!  I was getting to the point where I just wanted this thing done.  Not a good way to feel about 

a model, but it had dragged on for far too long – for both you and me!  So my humble apologies, and I promise 

I will never make you suffer like this again.  I enjoy the build a lot more when it goes reasonably quickly.  To 

that end, I am trying to get myself into a routine where I do a little bit every day, and it’s only that which saw 

me actually finish this and not abandon it a couple of months ago.  “Little and often” is my catch-phrase from 

now on. 

It’s not that it’s been a particularly difficult a kit, and the only major problems were of my own making, and no 

fault of the kit itself.  I think I was just a little too ambitious for my meagre skills, although I did also have an 

almost two-month break in the spring of this year where I did practically nothing.  Therein lies the lesson.  Plus 

my confidence took a massive knock when I found some pictures of other people’s builds on the web, and saw 

how much better they were than mine. 

 DRY-BRUSHING 

I can imagine most aircraft modellers crying out 

in horror, or hanging their heads at my decision 

to use this technique.  In my humble opinion, 

this was almost half-way between armour 

(which one often does dry-brush), and an 

aircraft (which one rarely, if ever dry-brushes – 

at least, beyond the cockpit).  Unlike most fixed-

wing aircraft, this was covered in raised rivets 

that I wanted to make stand-out.  So I dry-

brushed them.  The poor fit of the panels, and 

the general “battered-ness” of the real 

helicopter was obvious on my reference photo’s 

taken at Telford last year, so I wasn’t worried 

about it looking too grungy.  I was actually quite 

happy with the result. 

 LAST DETAILS 

That done, it was on with the last few details.  The undercarriage was finished - finally it could sit the right way 

up - and a few odd panels and other minor details needed hand-painting.  Then after adding the last few 

forgotten antenna I could suddenly see the finish line in sight.  Time to try the Humbrol Clear.  My test-piece 

had shown none of the paint-cracking problems that other modellers in the club seem to have had, so I 

decided to take my chances.  I cleaned my airbrush thoroughly, then flushed it well with water before applying 

the Humbrol Clear as a sealer and gloss coat ready for what is now one of my favourite stages: decaling, which 

to my eyes just brings the model to life. 

 DECALS VS CAT;  MICROSOL VS HUMBROL CLEAR 

When I originally opened the kit box (in the dim and distant past) when I started this thing, I had been very 

pleasantly surprised to see the decal sheet was printed by Cartograf.  This didn’t seem to impress the cat 

however, and shortly before I was due to start decaling, she had found the open box with the decals in it, and 

decided that she thought it would make a nice place to sleep.  I was not impressed, and even less so after 

shoo-ing her out of my office.  The lovely Cartograf decal sheet was creased and battered.  A closer inspection 

showed the worst damage was on the rotor leading-edge decals that I was no longer using, and the tracing 

paper-protector sheet was shredded, but luckily most of the remaining decals were comparatively damage 

free.  I breathed a small sigh of relief. 

 

All the sub-assemblies ready for the first real usage of 

Humbrol’s new Clear varnish. 
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My relief was short-lived however.  Despite the fact that my test-piece had all gone smoothly, I had problems 

when it came to applying the decals to the kit itself.  It wasn’t that there was any problems with the decals 

themselves, they went down just fine.  It was my normal use of Microset and Microsol, especially Microsol that 

seemed to be the cause of my next headache.  This softens the decals so that they conform much more closely 

to the model surface, and helps them flow over any bumps and into panels lines and such, so that the decal 

looks more “painted on” than some sort of sticker.  One applies a little Microset to the surface to help the 

decal stick, apply the decal normally, and then apply Microsol on the top of the decal to soften it and snug it 

down. 

As the Microsol dried, it seemed to stain, or react with the Humbrol Clear I had sprayed.  All around the decal, 

the Humbrol Clear had gone a milky-white colour!  I thought perhaps I hadn’t given the Clear enough time to 

dry fully, it had only been 24 hours after all, so I just put the whole thing down and left it for a whole week!  

Luckily, my first decals were ones that, in a pinch, I could paint myself (the tail-rotor stripes) if I couldn’t find a 

solution to the staining.  After the week, I re-coated the decals, and the white staining, with more Humbrol 

Clear, and to my relief the new coat of Clear seemed to solve the problem and the white halo’s faded to 

nothing.  Phew. 

I continued with decaling the rest of the model.  However, despite the additional week of drying time, I still got 

some white staining around most of the decals.  What was going on?  I’ve never had this problem before when 

I used Tamiya X22 Clear Gloss.  I pressed on regardless, and gritted my teeth, relying on the fact that a final 

over-coat of Clear appeared to solve the very problem that it appeared to be causing.  It did.  Phew again. 

So what is my impression of the new Humbrol Clear?  The short answer is very mixed.  It is a lovely clear coat 

generally, self-levelling and very glossy, but I’m not sure about its apparent reaction to Microsol.  I’ll have to 

think hard about whether I use it again.  It also had one other unexpected side-effect.  The Humbrol Clear also 

seemed to darken the tone of the colour of the entire model.  So my light(ish) grey main colour went just a 

shade darker than I had wanted.  Nothing for me to get upset about, but not what I had originally intended.  I 

wasn’t going to strip it and start again, that was for sure.  It’s just that the anti-slip panel decals, now instead of 

being a distinctly different colour, were almost exactly the same colour as the rest of the model, and became 

almost invisible. 

 WEATHERING & INTAKE SCREENS 

I was now well on the home-stretch, but I could put it off no longer.  I had been deliberately delaying thinking 

about the intake screens.  The real aircraft has a fine mesh screen over the engine intakes to try and help 

prevent FOD (dust and grit to you and me) getting into the turbines.  Airfix has supplied these intake screens as 

clear parts, instead of a fine mesh.  I had delayed and delayed, as I had been hoping that Eduard, or some 

other photo-etch company might release etch or wire versions that would be better than the Airfix clear parts.  

No such luck.  To be honest, I can understand why, as they are a complex three-dimensional curved shape that 

would be very hard to reproduce with flat photo-etch brass.  But I had run out of time.  What to do?  

Eventually, I had no choice but to use the supplied clear parts.  To try and make them look a little better, I 

airbrushed some Tamiya X-19 Clear Smoke on the outside of the parts.  I did this deliberately to try and get a 

little texture to the result so it might look vaguely like a fine wire mesh.  When that had dried I masked and 

painted the cross-bars and then white-glued the result in place.  It’s better than nothing, and if anybody does 

release proper wire mesh intake screens, then the clear parts can be popped off and replaced. 

That was almost it.  A wash of Flory Models dark dirt wash brought out the panel lines and gave a good dirty 

appearance, making the rivets and panels really stand out even more.  Then it was just a light coating of my 

trusty Vallejo matt varnish, and all I had to do was glue the various sub-assemblies together.  The main- and 

tail-rotor blades are held on with white-glue so that hopefully any transport or handling “problems” will cause 

the parts to break away cleanly, without actually damaging the parts themselves. 

It’s a little gem of a kit.  The fit and engineering are superb.  One of Airfix’s best in my humble opinion.  The 

fuselage interior is a very tight fit into the fuselage exterior, but otherwise it goes together beautifully, and the 
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detail is very good, with multiple variants and options available straight out of the box.  My only complaints 

with the kit itself are the lack of decent-looking intake screens.  I’m still 50/50 on the Humbrol Clear product, 

but it does seem to solve its own problems with reacting to Microsol, so I may stick with my trusty Tamiya X-22 

Clear Gloss?  The jury’s still out on that one. 
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FROM OUR FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT....... BY PAT CAMP  

AMV83 MAQUETTEXPO 2013, HYÈRES, FRANCE.  

There are normally some great ship models to be seen at Maquettexpo, and this year was no exception. Here 

are photos of two competition entries: the Prince of Wales (top row) and the Roma. Both models are 1/350 

and were beautifully built, painted and detailed: including fascinating details of the barges alongside. The POW 

included a lovely Catalina flying boat in the display. 

   

 

 

  

 

 

Maquettexpo also had as usual some nice figurines on display, although I think there were far fewer figure 

painters there this year. Here are some that caught my eye... 



 

 

16 

   

  

The motorcyclist is 1/35 scale and the figures along the top row are 54mm (1/32).  

 The show was, of course, dominated by model aircraft. And the display dominating them all was an enormous 

one of aerobatics aircraft: around 200 aircraft representing 25 full display teams (see photo below, along with 

a Stunning Helicobra seen on the competition tables). The aerobatics display was the work of just one man: 

Richard Catalan (a man possessed) and the models were all built and finished to high standards. The diorama 

included lots of model figures and there was an audio-visual presentation as well. My table was alongside 

Richard’s display and the videos he played were very interesting, covering teams old and new from many 

countries. 

This year we also welcomed a strong (drinking) contingent from Britain representing IPMS Special Interest 

Groups (SIG) for the aerobatic display teams, RAF Bomber Command and French aircraft SIG. L to R top row 
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are Bertrand Deleest (Sec AMV83), Janathan and Angie Davies, Paul Tuckey (who we welcome to Maquettexpo 

every year), George Green, Paul Bernasconi (AMV83 and aerobatics team SIG). Bottom row are Phil Adams, 

Richard Farrar and Gary Siddal. Richard will be resuming his “old job” as Telford organiser from next year. Not 

present in the photo is Rowland Turner, because he is the other side of the camera and the photos come 

courtesy of him. 

 

Next weekend I shall be at a model figurine show in Antibes, one of my favorite places on the Côte d’Azur. That 

is an interesting show with some extremely talented sculptors and painters demonstrating their art – so I am 

looking forward to that. Cheers for now. 

Pat. 
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BMW Z4 GT3 PART TWO, BY PAUL ADAMS  

Not too much done in the last month what with the preparation for SMW taking up a lot of time. 

The underside of the chassis is very basic with moulded in gearbox, propshaft and exhaust. The crash plates 

too are all moulded in. Either end of the chassis is the front splitter and rear diffuser, both of which need a 

carbon finish for the correct look. Fortunately they are separate pieces. 

After cleaning the chassis up, I prepped the part using Halfords grey primer. The centre of the chassis should 

show the aluminium finish of the real car, so I applied satin black and airbrushed 3 coats of the Renaissance 

Aluminium colour I used on the body.  

After allowing a short drying time of 

30 minutes, I sprayed two good 

coats of Alclad Gloss Cote. This 

product gives some sheen to the 

finish but not enough make it look 

like a custom car. This is a race car so 

the underside should look a little less 

glossy. I then masked off the silver 

areas and sprayed another basecoat 

of semi gloss black over the 

exhausts. Two coats of Alclad 

Polished Aluminum were sprayed on 

to give the pipes a slightly different 

tone of silver to the chassis. The 

weld seams were masked and given 

a shading of Humbrol steel, which 

looks nice under some thin and 

random areas of clear orange. I 

applied a heavy wash of Tamiya acrylic smoke to the gearbox and exhaust mounting brackets to add some 

further depth. Once dry I masked up ready for the 

main areas to become black again. The masking took 

forever….lots of undulations and some tight curves to 

cover; I cover small gaps with liquid mask to save on 

the tape. I gently rubbed down the areas which had 

overspray on them to remove the texture and sprayed 

a few coats of Halfords flat black from the can. I was 

pleased with the end result, just a few tiny bits of 

overspray to remove from near the exhaust. The flat 

black went down very well, imparting a realistic semi 

gloss sheen. 

  

 

The exhausts got weathering too over an Alclad basecoat of polished 

aluminium. 

 

Masking up took a while, but it's always worth the 

effort in the end... 
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I added some carbon decal along the sills 

over the black, and though it’s not the 

correct type, it does add a nice touch. My 

only dilemma now is whether to weather it or 

not….. 

The rear diffuser was cleaned up and sprayed 

Halfords matt black from the can. My 

reference photos show the main structure in 

carbon twill weave with the strakes painted 

in a matt black. I duly set about adding the 

carbon; eventually I cut around 10 pieces to 

complete it. I went onto to do the front 

diffuser/splitter – for this I made a template 

from Tamiya masking tape and used this to 

cut out a one piece carbon decal which fitted 

rather well to my surprise. After adding the Bilstein decal, it had 

two coats of clearcoat. The rear diffuser has been left without 

any clear to match my references.    

With the chassis 

parts all but 

complete, I 

moved onto the 

cockpit. This 

comes as a one 

piece moulding, 

with some 

features cast as part of it, making for an intriguing masking 

job. The inside was first primed with Halfords white plastic 

primer (not helped by the part being in black plastic) and 

sprayed with the Renaissance aluminium colour once more. 

Clear coating parts like this can be tricky, runs are very easy to 

do…so I took it easy and built the clear up in thin coats, only 

doing a heavier 3
rd

 coat. A few days drying was allowed before masking up took place. I forgot to take a photo 

of the finished masking job, but believe me, it was a 

tiresome job. The areas were painted with Zero semi 

gloss black which matched my references. After 

unmasking, the door panels were covered in Modellers 

carbon twill weave. The roll cage had been painted 

along with the bodyshell a number of weeks previous. 

The fuel feed tube was detailed a little with a wind of 

wire to help create the flexible silver tubing that 

connects it all together. I wrapped bare metal foil over 

this and added carbon decal to the inlet. The fire bottle 

was painted a mix of greens and detailed with a kit 

supplied decal and some black PVC tape for the 

retaining straps.  

The dashboard was given a coat of Halfords matt black, 

the clock-pod carbon’d up, and an inaccurate white 

 

The underside with Halfords matt black on.....just the right 

finish achieved. 

 

The diffuser’s before clear was added to 

the front one.... 

 

..and after, the clear has yet to be polished 

out and dulled a little.... 

 

It's a bit plain inside, but hidden once in the 

bodyshell. 
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decal from the kit used as the readout display…..very silly. Sadly, I have no spares to replace it. The bank of 

switches were touched in by brush with various Tamiya and Humbrol paints over a white basecoat.  

 

  

The parts ready for install less the driver’s seat....the roll cage fits very well. The sides were painted semi gloss 

black for a tidier view as the cockpit is visible through some of the wheel arches when assembled. The insides of 

the wheel arches were sprayed with the body colour and cleared.   

I hope to get this model finished for the next issue. Fingers crossed!  

 

AIRFIX 1:72 VICKERS VALIANT B.1 NUCLEAR BOMBER BY BRIAN BOOT  

 

A most welcome new kit of a subject that has been on many a modellers wish list for dozens of years.  Now we 

have a very good and mostly accurate 1:72 model of the Valiant which will join and compliment the Matchbox 

Victor and Airfix Vulcan 1:72 scale kits 

I started the kit as is usual with most projects by working on the cockpit area which is a bit basic but more than 

adequate as very little can be seen when the canopy is added. I had an idea which worked very well, I made 

the canopy removeable and added a lot of extra details using some good photos downloaded from the 

internet. 
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Detailed Side Panels Out of the Box Detail Removable Canopy 

The kit goes together very well considering the size of some parts and the fit is excellent. I used Alley Cat's 

Engine set, Main and Nosewheel Bay set and their Wing and Tail upgrade set to correct and improve the model 

Below you see the internal details before joining the fuselage halves together with the essential weights added 

to the nose, bathed in a pool of epoxy. 
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Twentyone 1,000 pound bombs are installed with added home made decals via Photoshop. Airfix also supply a 

nuclear bomb which I posed on a Belcher Bits 1:72 RAF type 'H' trolley. 

Vortex generators supplied by Alley Cat in etched brass were installed on wings, fin and tailplane after 

removing the overthick kit ones. 

Very little filler was needed and I undercoated the model with Halfords white primer then their Appliance 

White was used to finish the main paint job. A wash of medium grey enamel paint was added to pick out the 

panel lines followed by a very fine overspray coat of eggshell white enamel to blend everything in. 

The black and grey areas were masked off and brush painted. 

The decal sheet is very large and comprehensive and several versions of the Valiant are catered for. 

Around 70 decals are added many of them tiny and hard to see. This problem is added to because the 

background colour of the decal sheet is blue and when the decal is wetted the pale blue items disappear into 

the background! Apart from that, the decals are very well printed with a matt finish. When the decals were 

set, I brush painted a coat of Johnson's Kleer to seal them in. 

  

I added a scratchbuilt access ladder and a figure to give a sense of scale which completed my Valiant project 

which was a delight and real pleasure to build. 

“I CAN’T READ AND I CAN’T WRITE, BUT I CAN DRIVE A TRACTOR!”  BY STEVE EDWARDS  

For some time I have had a saved search on EBay 

for the Airfix Massey Ferguson tractor. 

At the risk of teaching mother to suck eggs, for 

those of you who don’t know, this was in fact the 

very first Airfix kit. People often state that the 

Golden Hind was the first kit but this is not so – 

the Hind was the first mass produced kit Airfix 

made for Woolworths, in the famous bagged 

packaging. 
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Airfix were commissioned to make a model of the 

tractor by Massey Ferguson for them to give out as a 

present to valued customers. Airfix manufactured 

the m odel in kit form but then it was assembled by 

Airfix employees and sent out. 

When Massey decided that they no longer required 

the model, Airfix decided to try to sell the model 

commercially. However, it was discovered that in 

those post war austerity times, an assembled model 

would prove too expensive a product for their 

customers. Some bright spark suggested selling it in 

its unassembled kit form and ‘voila’ the Airfix kit was 

born. 

Originally sold in a box before the Golden Hind was 

released in the bag, it was re-released sometime 

later in bagged form. 

I have seen completed or partly completed tractors go for anything up 

to a hundred pounds on EBay over the last couple of years, but a 

couple of weeks ago there appeared an unmade original boxed one 

and at the same time an 

unmade bagged one. 

They were both from the same 

seller – heaven knows where he 

found them, but although the 

listing was only a day old the 

bidding had already reached 

over three hundred pounds.   

I can report to my amazement that the final winning bids were £726 for 

the boxed version and £716 for the bagged one. Who said there’s a 

recession on? 

 

TTFN Steve  
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ZINGE INDUSTRIES TANK BIKE PART 2 BY RUSSELL EDEN  

With the tank back to a decent base coat I then re-glossed and applied a multitude of decals from my spares 

collection. 

Once the decaling was completed I gave it a mat coat followed by a thinned wash or dark brown around all the 

raised/recessed areas and then a drybrush of bleached bone. 

The guns were painted on the casting block using the same technique. The barrels were painted boltgun metal 

and given a black wash for depth and a dark brown wash for a bit of weathering. 

 

The wheels were painted next – sprayed in primer then tank grey and given a black wash. 

 

Wheels painted 

I also painted the visors on the turret a mid green, added some white streaks and gave them a dark green 

wash. With a bit of gloss varnish this gives a vague representation on glass.. 

I added a couple of bits of stowage to the hull – this meant leaving off the rear machine guns but it gives it a 

better DAK look. The jerry can rack is from GW and the backpacks from Kromlech. 

It was at this stage I did the chipping – using the foam technique – I dipped a small piece of foam into some SS 

camo black/brown, removed the majority of the paint on some paper towel  and then dabbed the foam on the 

parts of the tank that would wear, with some nice results… 

 

 

 

  

Decalling done Guns before washing 
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That concludes the painting. I gave the completed model another coat of matt varnish and fitted the finished 

wheels. These I mounted with the flat side down to give a weighted look.  I then got on with the base. 

The base is a wasteland cavalry base from Mini-Art. It was painted as per the main tank which once finished 

was glued to it. 
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Lastly I gave the lower part of the hull a wash of my new humbrol enamel dust wash – this gave it a nice dusty 

look. Over this I added a light brushing of MIG sand pigment and it was finished. 

The crewman I painted a while ago so no in-progress shoots I’m afraid. 

This was a great little project and I would build more, many more, as it lends itself to some great paint jobs, 

not just German – maybe a winter Russian one? Or a British desert one? Personally I might do one in German 

ambush colours next…. 
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ANGEL INTERCEPTOR EUROFIGHTER II, PART 3, AIRFIX 1/72ND  SCALE .  BY PAT CAMP  

(Part 1 February 2013, Part 2 March 2013) 

In writing this final instalment I realise it was as long ago as 

last March since I wrote the previous one. And looking at 

my notes, I see I started the build on November 1
st

 2012 – a 

whole year ago. That’s a long time for a 1/72
nd

 kit, even for 

me! However, as you will see, it was part of a larger build 

programme as I was trying to reduce time by paralleling 

activities, especially painting and masking.  

I umm’d and arr’d about what scheme to finish the aircraft 

in. The modern digital camouflage schemes seemed 

interesting, also the “McLaren racing” BAe scheme on the 

Hawk 120 (October 2011 article). But as you will see, I have 

gone for a contemporary RAF scheme.  

It is clear to me that whoever designed the Eurofighter was 

a fan of Gerry Anderson (or maybe just the Angels?) and so 

I thought I would make my Angel Interceptor a Eurofighter 

II of 29(R) Squadron [21] – I thought it would cause some 

head scratching for those that visit my table at the model 

shows here in France, many of whom (unfortunately for them I think) seem to have gone through their 

childhoods without a weekly viewing of derring-do marionettes, let alone not had a deep crush for the Angels. 

Anyway, let’s get our minds off the Angels for 5 minutes and get back to this kit. We left the last  thrilling 

instalment with me about to glue the “smash moulded” replacement canopy in place. I had actually made two 

canopy shapes and chose my favourite for trimming and gluing in place with Gator-grip acrylic adhesive. This 

was then masked up with Tamiya tape, using a circle cutter to help make smooth curves. A splash of Gunze 

liquid mask was put over the tape seams as I find that otherwise the tape always lifts and you get paint where 

it shouldn’t go. Narrow strips of tape were also applied over the grilles on the tail of the aircraft. 

The primer paint was decanted from an aerosol can to an airbrush bottle. A generous amount was taken 

because a lot of models were being done at the same time [22]. You will find the paint in the jar is very cold 

from the vaporisation of the propellant – it is important to warm the paint up to drive off remaining propellant 

before you airbrush it. I do this by standing the jar in a tray of hot water. You can put the cap on loosely, or 

leave it off altogether, so the propellant can freely vent off.  

  

[21]. Eurofighter decals from Model Alliance set 

MAS 729003 used for my Eurofighter II. 

[22]. Can the plane spotters amongst you 

identify the other 5 aircraft being primered at 

the same time as the Interceptor? 

 

 

[20]. Here is our Angel pilot at the controls of 

her Eurofighter II. 
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[23]. The model primed and ready for pre-shading. It was painted at the same time as five 1/72
nd

 

aircraft plus two in 1/48
th

 (can you identify these as well?). Work on four Messerschmitt 109s, a 

Corsair and 5 figurines had to wait until these were done! 

Pre-shading was carried out in two stages. The first was shade applied to bring out the shape (or form) of the 

aircraft [24] and the second was to pick out the panel lines [25]. 

  

[24]. Light and dark grey paint tones airbrushed 

on to bring out the shape of the airframe. 

Revell grey 43 with Humbrol white were used 

for the lighter tones and Revell 47 dark grey for 

shade. Loose masks helped to give strong 

demarcations where necessary.  

[25]. Panel pre-shading applied by paintbrush, using 

my usual method of applying the shade to one side 

of the panel line only (downstream / outboard / 

above – as applicable). Notice also a line running 

along the fuselage join with the engine compartment 

to accentuate this feature. 

The paints I used for the pre-shading were then mixed with 50% varnish and sprayed on as a finishing coat. 

Masking was applied and the leading edges sprayed a light grey (White Ensign Models AP507C). The jet 

exhaust was airbrushed with Alclad and the model should have been ready for glossing and decaling. 

Unfortunately, I managed to get some marks onto the grey paintwork and had to do some re-work before 

going further [26]. 

[26]. 

Painting of 

the 

airframe 

completed 

and ready 

for a gloss 

coat. The 

jet exhaust 

has been 

airbrushed with various tones of Alclad.  
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[27]. The model glossed up nicely using Tamiya X22 

Clear. I have previously used Klear and wanted to try 

something else because I get inconsistent results 

with it. I must say I like the Tamiya product very 

much and will use it from now on.  

[28]. Decaling in progress – 6 kits at a time! Top 

right is my wife’s jigsaw puzzle – she does these 

whilst I work on my kits. 

The model was given a further gloss coat after the decals had been applied. Panel lines were then touched in 

with oil paint and then all was sealed under a coat of Prince August PP211 matt acrylic varnish. 

Wing tip lights were painted on, first with a white undercoat followed by Tamiya transparent red and green. 

This was then bordered with a deep red and green oil paint and looked very effective [29]. 

My next thoughts turned to displaying the model. There was no way of adding landing gear to this ‘plane, so it 

had to be “in-flight”. I considered following Richard Stewart’s idea with his TSR 2, but in the end chickened out 

and went for a less demanding solution! I took the (awful) jet nozzle from the kit and opened up the bore using 

a lathe until a transparent plastic drink stirrer snugly fitted inside (this had been kicking around in the spares 

box for many years waiting for its moment). These were then glued together. I used the jet flame painted on 

the kit box-art as a guide and first lightly airbrushed white close to the jet nozzle, followed by yellow a little 

further down and then orange further down again [30]. This was given a coat of Klear to make it less 

vulnerable to damage. The other end of the stirrer was attached to a marble base using an adaptor which I 

turned from a resin casting block. This allows the model to be angled as I want and also to be removed from 

the base for storing, transport and photographing [31]. The completed model is shown in [32].  

In conclusion, I have to say that it was a fun model to build. There was much cutting, carving and modifying 

done, but you could use your imagination to shape the model how you wish. I was very glad I made a 

replacement canopy because the kit one is hopelessly wrong in shape and moulded far too thick. Maybe you 

  

 

[29]. Detail shot of one of 

the wing navigation lights.  

[30]. Jet exhaust airbrushed onto a 

transparent plastic drinks stirrer. [31] 

right the model depicted in flight on 

its marble base. 
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will get to see this model, along with those others that your saw in progress, at Telford. It will be either on the 

AMV83 club stand or with Bertrand Deleest on his SIG “Special Markings” table. Be sure to pass by and say 

hello (especially just before lunchtime!).  

 

 

 

 

[32]. Some views of the completed model. It 

looks eye-catching on the display table! Now I 

need to get a “Eurofighter II” label added to the 

base. 
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SMS HINDENBURG BY JIM BAUMANN  

The scale is:1/700 

SOME HISTORY 

The 31,000 ton SMS Hindenburg was  the last of the trio of large German   Battle-cruisers of the Derfflinger 

class. At 698 ft long and capable of 27.5knots her 8 x 12 in guns and secondary armament of 4 x 5.9 in guns 

made here a formidable fighting ship. 

She was launched in August 1915 and completed in November 1917. Being completed late in the war SMS 

Hindenburg saw little action . Under the terms of the Armistice the majority of the German high Seas fleet was 

interned at Scapa Flow from the 21 November 1918.  At 11.20 am Rear Admiral Ludwig von Reuter gave the 

order to scuttle.  

Unlike many of the other ships that capsized or even turned turtle whilst sinking, Hindenburg came to rest on 

the bottom in an upright position at 17:00 hrs the same day. 52 of the 74 interned vessels sank. 

Ernest Cox the founder of Cox and Danks--often describes as the man who "bought the German Navy"  

successfully raised and scrapped  26 destroyers, 5 battleships and 2  battle-cruisers  ( Seydlitz and Hindenburg) 

After several attempts, often thwarted by  severe weather , SMS Hindenburg was finally raised in July  1930, 

towed to Rosyth and scrapped  1931-1932  

THE MODEL 

My model depicts the Hindenburg at low tide in 1920 --the bow is just breaking the surface. She is sitting on 

the bottom, with some of the more portable items having been removed. (compare with the 1919 post-card of 

the vessel still carrying canvas dodgers, small winches and wheels.) 

The diorama was made using an early HP kit of the ship, which was really rather inaccurate in most areas . 

Much analysis of old grainy photos and cross-referencing with the plan snippets elicited how the shapes( 

probably!) were in relation to the funnels and  deck. 

 

The scene fortunately required most of the hull to be submerged and I scratch-built the entire fwd 

superstructure. The funnels were modified to be as correct as possible with the assistance of photos and some 

excerpts  of the original GA plans. 

The priority of this project was to simulate the water in such a manner that when  viewed from directly 

overhead the viewer can 'just' make out the outline of the hull ; whilst when viewed from a non-elevated 
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position the water appears to be opaque. (Scapa Flow is very tidal and there is much water-borne silt to make 

the water appear cloudy ) 

The water was made using Artists medium Acrylic Gel--alas I foolishly chose to ignore the instructions -which 

clearly  stated the gel to applied in layers. With my water approaching 25 mm in thickness in places  it took 

only 14 short months (!!) in a heated linen cupboard surrounded by bags of silica gel  for it eventually dry clear.  

Numerous additional layers of CA glue and varnish--often  the layers being coloured with very thin washes of 

watercolour paint to give translucence and opacity eventually  brought up the water-level to the desired 

height 

A full illustrated description can be read here in the forum 

http://www.shipmodels.info/mws_forum/viewtopic.php?f=59&t=100731 

Overall  I am fairly pleased with the result ;  it certainly is a moody scene and has created a talking point in my 

collection of otherwise floating ship models.! 

Many thanks to Nick Dogger for  supplying  the donor kit 

Recommended reading on the "Grand Scuttle" and its aftermath: with helpful illustrations  and dates. Provides 

great insight into the ingenuity and heroics of the salvers 

 The man who bought a Navy by Gerail Bowman 

 Cox's Navy by Tony Booth 

 Jutland to Junkyard by S C  George 

PHOTOS 

  

http://www.shipmodels.info/mws_forum/viewtopic.php?f=59&t=100731
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CLUB DIARY 

 

November 20
th

 Annual Competition November 24
th

  Middle Wallop Show 

December 4
th

 

December 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday November 20
th

   (8pm to 10pm) 

Next Club Night Extra December 4
th

     (8pm to 10pm) 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Russell Eden 

Nigel Robins 

Jim Baumann 

Brian Boot 

Gray Sharpling 

Paul Adams 

Pat Camp 

 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 

Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Treasurer  Steve Edwards  

Competition Secretary   Sean Summers 

Show Organiser   Paul Adams 

 

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
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