
 



 

NOVEMBER 2014 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

November is always an exciting month for the club as we entering the annual competition meetings, 

culminating in awarding the John Cox Memorial Trophy at the Christmas meeting in December. It’s a pleasure 

to see so many new models (we average around 50-60) on display at once on a club night. As well as the 

committee, it’s an involving night too for the club members as the task of judging the models is required –  

Keep Calm and Vote! 

The activities don’t stop there as we have two more shows to attend, both on the same day, a first for the 

club. As well as attending Scale Modelworld just last week, we’re also doing Middle Wallop and Bugle Call on 

Sunday 23
rd

. Such is the expansion of the club we have a capability of being in two places at the same time! 

Talking of Scale Modelworld, it was a fantastic weekend for the club, but more so for Barry Sharman. Around 

3pm on Saturday afternoon, the news broke that Barry had won the Senior National Champion award for his 

Coastal Salvage Vessel, Help – another heavily weathered large scale extravaganza from Barry’s workbench.  

Graciously, Barry was in a state of shock for some time while the news sunk in! Best in Show at Scale 

Modelworld…..it doesn’t get much better in the modelling world than that. Congratulations from all at Romsey 

Modellers.  

On a personal note, redundancy means some free time to do some modelling again and tie up many loose 

ends including a refit of my modelling room with the hope that my productivity can be improved for next year. 

And my missing mojo?….it’s back for sure. 

We are, as ever, chasing articles for this magazine – it is only as good as the content that arrives in Tony’s 

inbox. If you’re in doubt as to the interest in your article….remember that the readership is around 250 a 

month that we know of, so your work or personal interest will appeal to someone. Please give generously!! 

 

Enjoy the magazine 

Paul Adams 

Club President 

  

 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater 

for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we 

often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also 

attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just 

come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see the last page for 

details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

CLUB POLO SHIRTS 

The one disappointment of our visit to Telford was the absence of the club polo shirts that we had specifically 

ordered for the event. To say we felt let down by the supplier was an understatement. 

However we have been (reliably?) informed that they will be delivered early next week and so should be ready 

for collection at Wednesday’s club meeting. Please bring payment for the shirts £15 (each). 

 

MIDDLE WALLOP AND BUGLE CALL 

As Paul mentions in his introduction we are attending both the Middle Wallop and Bugle Call shows on Sunday 

23
rd

 November. Hopefully this will allow us to show off our new Polo Shirts for the first (and second) time. 

Details of the Middle Wallop show can be found at 

 http://www.armyflying.com/aircraft-enthusiasts-fair-and-model-show/ 

while Bugle Call detail can be found at 

http://www.bmssbristol.org.uk/#/bugle-call-our-annual-show/4581914802 

More details and discussion on transport sharing etc will be covered at Wednesday’s meeting. 

  

http://www.armyflying.com/aircraft-enthusiasts-fair-and-model-show/
http://www.bmssbristol.org.uk/#/bugle-call-our-annual-show/4581914802
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ANNUAL COMPETITION   

Scale Model world maybe over for another 

year, however, there’s another highlight for us 

coming up this week - the annual competition 

evening is upon us! If you’re new to us, it’s 

worth reading on. 

At the November 19th meeting, bring along 

your model/s that fit into one of the classes 

listed below. If you’re unsure which category 

your model fits into please ask the competition 

secretary, Sean. The members will then vote 

for their top three in each class, we’ll total up 

the votes and announced the winners, along 

with the 2nd and 3rd place finishers in each 

class, at the meeting on December 17th. The winners of each class will go forward for voting for Best in Show 

and the winner will received the coveted John Cox Memorial Trophy. It’s as easy as that! 

There are a few basic rules to follow;  

1. You can only enter a model that has not previously placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd in class or overall at a previous 

annual competition. Winners or those that have placed (or been entered) in any other competition run by the 

club are eligible.  

2. We would discourage you from voting for your own model in class.  

3. Please write your name on the back of your entry and voting slips.  

4. Decisions made by the Competition Secretary (Sean Summers) are final.  

5. Your model must not be diecast based or radio controlled. Static display models with moving/working 

features (i.e. motorised propeller, lighting) are permitted.  

The classes for this year’s competition are:  

Class 1 – Aircraft 1/72nd scale and below  

Class 2 – Aircraft above 1/72nd scale  

Class 3 – Military Vehicles  

Class 4 - Figures  

Class 5 - Civilian Vehicles  

Class 6 - Ships  

Class 7 – Dioramas  

Class 8 - Sci-Fi, fantasy and real space  

Class 9 - Miscellaneous  

We are planning to make a special award to the best World War I entry in any class this year. We suspect that 

there will be sufficient entries to allow for worthwhile judging this year.  The judging for the best WWI model 

will be carried out by the committee. The award for best WWI model will receive two decal sheets from Pheon 

Models, worth around £40-50.  

Good luck to all. 

  

 

Last Year’s Winner – Gray Shapling’s Lynx 
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SCALE MODEL WORLD 2015  
BY TONY ADAMS  

The clubs second visit to Scale 

ModelWorld was no less exciting , 

tiring , expensive , interesting, 

educating, envy making, gob-

smacking, stash swelling…. as our 

first visit last year.  

Paul, Sean and myself managed to 

cram everything into my car (and 

roof box) before setting off at a 

respectable 10am. The drive up was 

a real horror show with torrential 

rain slowing us down and increasing 

the journey time to around 4½   

hours. Fortunately the rain let off as 

we arrived and transported the kit from the car to our table. We had a lot of models which we planned to 

rotate but fortunately the table next to us was undermanned and they let us expand our display to 18ft 

(double width). We spent a good two hours laying out the display and when we had finished we were very 

pleased with the club’s display. All the 55 models on the table were of a high quality, with the table clothes, 

stands and model labels all giving a really professional look. 

 

With the display complete we headed back to our hotels before meeting for an evening meal and drink. 

After what turned out to be a sleep interrupted night for Sean and I (we were sharing a room and found that 

both of us could snore for England!) the show started for real. Having three of us on the stand allowed all of us 

to take turns to wander around the tables admiring what was on show, and of course make purchases.  

After originally stating that I wasn’t going to by any models over the weekend, I soon lost my resolve, spending 

£30 on what I think was an absolute bargain, a Tamiya 1/32 F-14A. It was in a battered box and was missing 

decals but on subsequent inspection was fully complete.  

Sean spotted a Tamiya 1/32 Corsair for £85 and suggested I take a look, I found Paul and we headed to the 

vender. Paul did his best to persuade me to buy it, eventually saying “if you don’t I will!” I called his bluff and 

soon Paul was busy stuffing his new purchase under our table. 
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 Gray had travelled up for the day, along with Simon 

Manning and Nick Burden. Southampton’s table was 

located directly behind us so there were plenty of 

friends to talk to and show off purchases. It’s great 

that there is now such a cross over between the 

clubs, with many people attending both. 

Southampton had the Mulburry habour on display 

along with a theme of the Solents involvement in 

WWI – a cracking display. 

Around mid-morning, Airfix announced some of their 

2015 releases, after rumours of a new 1/24 aircraft 

there possibly was a general feeling of anti-climax , 

however judging by the quality of the test shots of the new  Defiant , HE111 and Sea King the disappointment 

will be short lived.  

Around 3pm Barry Sharman came back to the 

table with a shocked look on his face, he had 

only won “Best of Show” with his MV Help! He 

was so overwhelmed; he had to send Nigel to 

confirm his achievement! Naturally there 

followed much back slapping and 

congratulations. I must admit I hadn’t seen 

the model before so the award came as a 

surprise to me , however once I had a chance 

to examine it , I think it’s a very worthy winner 

for what must be one of European Modelling’s 

top prizes. I like the sound of “Barry Sharman 

European Champion”. 

Due to my sleep deprived state I was pleased when 6pm came along and we could head to the Holiday Inn for 

our evening meal with the Garagista crowd. I must admit I wasn’t the life and soul of the party and did head off 

to my bed reasonably early.  Sean’s and I’s second night sharing was much better, due to very firmly placed ear 

plugs! However I doubt the people in the room next to us slept very well. 

After the good night’s sleep we returned to the show (via a huge Wetherspoon’s 

breakfast). Sean kindly took our “duty” and spent an hour and a half taking money 

on the door.  Richard Stewart joined us and shared table manning duty.  

Throughout the 

weekend we 

had a lot of 

possible 

comments from 

“punters” at the 

table, the B-25 

and Richard’s 

TSR2 probably 

got the most 

interest. 

Sunday was less busy in the hall so I took the 

opportunity to visit the competition area. As 

my photos show the standard was once again phenomenal, being both inspirational and daunting in equal 

measure.  



 

 

7 

At 11am there was a perfectly performed last post, followed an universally observed minute silence for 

remembrance Sunday, made more poignant by the 100
th

 anniversary of WWI.   

The IPMS had put together a WWI display, which was superbly done with some fantastic quality models coving 

aircraft, balloons, ships, tanks and trench dioramas. 

The rest of the day was spent wandering around the show, picking up some last minute purchases and 

checking out tables missed on previous excursions from our display. 

At 3:30pm packing up started and we were faced with somehow getting the models back in one piece into the 

assorted containers they had arrived in. Fortunately the task was not quite as painful as it first seemed and by 

4:30 we were packed and ready to go. It was fortunate that Richard offered to transport some of the kit as I 

don’t think we would have got everything including the newly purchased items into my car. Andy Birch who 

lent us the B-25 surprised us by offering it to us (“else it would just end up in a museum”) some how both Paul 

and I declined due to lack of storage space ( I belive the offer still stands if anybody wants to give it a home). 

By 5pm we were on the road, getting back to Romsey by 8pm. Once again we had a fantastic weekend; I 

thoroughly recommend it to anybody who has yet to experience it.  

Roll on Scale ModelWorld 2015. 

PHOTOS 

 

Barry Sharman’s Best in Show – MV Help 
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TERRIFIC TELFORD - THE SOUTHAMPTON ACCOUNT  
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

The weekend of 8-9 November 2014 was one of the most significant moments in model making history in the 

Southampton area as for the first time the cities model makers’ really surpassed the achievements of their 

forebears from the golden age of model making, the 1970s. 

Both local clubs Romsey and Southampton put on fantastic displays, 42 feet in combined length, of superb 

models equal to anything on display throughout the three halls with the stands being unique and different.  

Added to that, Barry Sharman became IPMS Senior National Champion, an award richly deserved, for his 1/72 

model of the salvage ship “MV Help” as well as winning the “White Ensign” trophy and a Gold Medal for best 

of class. Chris Marston also was awarded a Silver and a Bronze medal for her entries in the competition. This 

reflects the standard of work that modellers are currently producing in the area so don`t be afraid of entering 

something next year in the competition. 

The weekend itself was the usual combination of hard work, shopping, meeting old friends and gaining new 

ones. I think everyone who went this year was pretty tired by the end of the show, particularly those who 

came for the day but those staying over also had to contend with unfamiliar beds and late nights!!! 

For me, Telford started at 05.00 on the Friday as I had to go into work early so that I could get my work 

finished and get on the road with Barry Sharman and Chris Pearce at 12.00. With a full car and despite the 

usual rain and slow moving traffic on the M6, we reached Telford at 16.20 and were at the Hall at around 

17.00 having, by then, booked into the accommodation at the University Campus. Harold Hanna of Matador 

Models had a dreadful journey up to Telford in an oversized van and did not arrive for another half hour so we 

were held up a bit setting up the club stand but after a lot of hard work by Chris Marston, Barry and Chris 

Pearce the display was ready and awaiting the arrival of the rest of the models on Saturday morning. The 

Southampton 1944 theme really worked well and we are intending using this again for our display at the “On 

Track” show in February 2015. 

The rest of the lads arrived early Saturday morning, Peter Grist having been forced by Phil Butler into getting 

up at “Stupid o clock” to ensure their timely arrival!!  The day passed by quickly, as always and reinforcements 

in the shape of Jim Betley and his wife, Nick Burden, Simon and John swelled our numbers still further and 

Steve Frampton finally appeared around tea time with a lovely Short Stirling model!!   

Airfix announced that the new models for 2015 are to be a Heinkel 111-P2 (Replacing the original kit from 

about 1962) a Boulton Paul Defiant (Existing kit dates from 1961) and a Sea king Helicopter HC4 which should 

be a dramatic improvement on the current model from 1969  

As I was helping Harold with Matador Models I didn`t see too much of the show myself but there were, as 

always, plenty of quality models on display throughout the halls and even a 1/1 scale Chieftain Bridge layer. 

For me the stand out models were a 1/72 diorama showing a Kamikaze attacking the USS Missouri in April 

1945 and by the same model maker, a diorama of a Vietnamese village being bombed by a US Skyhawk.  Both 

models were far from PC but showed moments from history and were both, I believe, based on photographs 

of the actual events. 

Sunday was, of course, quieter, the Remembrance Day ceremony performed with dignity and the two minutes 

silence at 11.00 universally respected, a poignant moment particularly with the centenary of the Great War 

this year.  Before anyone knew it 16.00 came and we were packing up and trying to get everything back into 

the car, it seemed fuller coming home!! We “lost” Harold and spend 25 minutes trying to find him ( He was 

being shown around the drivers compartment of the Chieftain) as we thought he might need a hand loading 

the van (He didn`t) so then it was back to the carvery for the “Victory meal”, courtesy of Barry. 

We were back home unpacked, knackered and with yet more loft insulation but happy all the same at 10.00 

Sunday evening.  
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RNAS YEOVILTON AUTUMN MODEL  SHOW 25TH OCTOBER 2014  
BY PAUL ADAMS  

A large Romsey team descended for the second visit of 2014 to the excellent Fleet Air Arm museum just 

outside Yeovil. With many hands available set was complete within the hour ready for the doors opening at 

10:00am.  

As is usually the case for this show, it was slightly down on traders and clubs, however, this never seems to 

dilute the show in anyway, and if anything it makes for a more relaxed atmosphere when compared to the 

spring show. 

The Romsey crew provided plenty of variety for show-goers to see including many models that were destined 

for the display at Telford, including Gray’s aircraft, Lukes WWI diorama and Sean’s ever increasing ME109 line 

up. Old favourites like Richard’s awesome Hornet always help to draw admiring glances and provide that 

‘Kodak’ moment.  

With some freedom from the 

table I was able to take a good 

look around the club stands and 

traders, and even got time to see 

parts of the museum I’ve never 

seen before despite all the shows 

I’ve attended here over the 

years. There were plenty of 

opportunities to spend your hard 

earned on the 100’s of 

discounted kits for sale. I bagged 

a 1/48
th

 Eduard Fokker EII/EIII kit 

with etch for as little as £10…Les 

Garagistes regular Shane Price 

managed to purchase a real 

bargain -  a reissued 1/12
th

 

Tamiya Brabham BT44 F1 kit, 

with etch…..£45! I just wasn’t 

quick enough! Even, our Nigel 

was pleased with moving on some car spares to the Garagistes team.  Smiley faces all around then! 

There were, as you would expect, some fantastic models on show, many of which I’ve include at the end of 

this report.  The quality however improves every year on our table and we can easily match many of the best 

seen in the show.  

The day drew to a close at 4:00pm and break down was performed like a well oiled machine – We were back 

on the road by 4:45pm and delivered safely home by Steve’s brother Rob’s excellent driving. 

Finally, I must say a big thank you to Richard, Steve, Will, Lee, Keith, Mark and Sean for another enjoyable day 

out. 

 

 

Back in our usual spot by the Corsair, the 24ft Romsey table, resplendent 

with guards and lights. Photo courtesy Richard Stewart 



 

 

12 
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USS NIMITZ  
BY RICHARD STEWART  

We’ll after a little break over 

the summer it was time to 

start on the ‘ship’ again, but 

before that I had to make 

the effort and tidy up as my 

work surface is big enough, 

but there was too much 

clutter on it and so I kept 

knocking off bits as I 

manipulated the hull. It was 

amazing how much space I 

have got now and with a 

ship this big I’ll need it! 

 

 

 

 

HULL 

Well at least the hull shape is correct! With a few issues with the sponsons which looking at the reference 

photos were quite a bit out and so I started with the starboard forward side amidships section. The first thing 

was fitting new walkway screens over the window shaped ones. The mesh was left over from the Hornet build 

and covers the apertures fine, and is a good representation of the real thing. Some were not on the hull or in 

the wrong place or wrong size which had to be adjusted/ removed or added to suit my reference material. I 

masked the hull and painted these but will have to mask again when I repaint the hull (win some lose some!!) 

  

New screens fitted over the incorrectly shaped walkway 

screens and painted tyre black 

Some of the mesh screens that were not on the kit I 

positioned & used Mr Cement which melted the plastic 

behind the mesh and I pressed it down with the flat part of a 

glass bottle 

 

 

Feng Shui time, need lots of positive energy on this one! 
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The midships sponson was the next to receive some attention which is devoid of ventilation trunking  and so 

recycled one of my boys Lego bricks and sanded to shape. (He’s got loads anyway!). Also before fitting the 

trunking had to recess the lower tier and added the ribbing with styrene stock  

  

As Trumpeter designed it 

 

Nearing what it should look like with a recessed step and 

ventilation ducting 

On fitting the unit to the ship the next stage was to fit the deck overhang strengtheners. Again I checked my 

references and these were too shallow and needed to be further out. Due to these needing to be further out 

also means they will also be too short and so I replaced these with styrene stock. 

 

  

Original support with angle draw in to show how much 

longer the support needs to be  

A picture of the real thing says it all, and I have already cut 

apertures in the side to match the photo also 

STERN 

With all sponsons up to an acceptable standard I started on the stern section which apart from the hanger 

deck would draw the eye when looking forward. This part is used to test aircraft engines also so I fabricated an 

engine cradle and improved and deepened the observation area and the viewing window which was made 

with crystal clear and when dry brushed with Tamiya Clear green (X25). The deck to the right of this was 

incorrectly shaped (surprised eh!) and so again using my reference trimmed it down and constructed an extra 

walkway which seems to be a mount for a flag and is designed to be swung out when required. I fitted it in the 

stowed position as I would guess during flying operations this may get in the way. 
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Taking (Correct) shape. Above the engine cradle is a rail to 

drag the engine onto the cradle which is not included in the 

kit and so made with 0.3 wire. Next was to correct the deck to 

the right of the observation unit 

Incorrect unit with curve marked out ready to cut 

 

 

 

 

  

Cut to the correct shape. 

 

 

 

 

In its nearly completed state. I’ve replaced the bollards 

with WEM resin ones and drilled out the viewing windows 

each side and added walkways to match. On my Telford 

shopping list are resin chocks to be fitted in front of each 

bollard 

 

Now with momentum gaining and a list of things to get for this from the Telford show things are looking up 

(for now) and ready for the next phase.  

To be cont….. 

 

TALKING OF TELFORD  
BY RICHARD STEWART  

One of my work Colleagues (Andy Birch) from the Barnesly club paid a visted to one of our recent club nights 

while staying over in Basingstoke. He brought in his completed  HK 1/32 scale B25 which got some very 

appreciative comments from our club members. If you missed this visit Andy kindly lent us it for the Telford 

show so you may have also seen it on our table there. It also seemed to be the only made up HK Mitchel there! 
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A BIG FOKKER  
BY WILL BOOTH  

 With the WW1 competition in view, and all the 

anniversaries of the moment, I thought I'd check 

out my stash.  I got out this bargain from the late 

lamented Modelzone - one of their post-Christmas 

sales of a larger box with the 1/28 Tripe and Camel, 

a poster and numerous tins, yes tins, of paint and a 

bottle of thinners. Only £14-99, no wonder they 

went bust!  Unfortunately my patriotic terrier, Tilly 

had nibbled through the Red Baron so I haven't 

bothered with a box top illustration. 

(Ed - found one for you!) 

 

SEEING RED 

Inside the fuselage is stamped 1957, so this kit was only based on a 40 year old design at the time - equivalent 

to building a kit of the Tornado (MRCA) prototype nowadays! Shows how the pace of aeronautics has changed. 

For the age of the moulds it’s remarkable with barely any flash, good fit but a few prominent ejector pin 

marks. However it is moulded in a very red, red, red plastic so a challenge if one were to opt for other than von 

Richhoven's or Raben's red aircraft. 
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THE CURSE OF VON STAPENHORST 

Unfortunately 425/17, the machine in which the 

Baron met his death was a late model, with larger 

ailerons. However a lot of the info around (at least 

back in 1957) about the DR 1 is based on the WW1 

"Flight" articles based on the captured machine of 

von Stapenhorst - this was from a batch of 

intermediate planes when the ailerons were changed 

and they used up them on one side of the batch in 

some manner to work with the inherent misbalance 

caused by the action of the rotary engine. So the only 

mod I made was to enlarge the offending smaller 

aileron with plasticard and filler.   

PROGRESS 

 

 
 

At the moment the main aircraft is ready for decoration, 

after a fairly straight forward build, apart from struggling 

with the size. I've tried painting a laminated prop with oil 

paint "scumbling" and the engine turns with the prop at the 

moment. Hopefully I will have it all up and together for the 

annual competition, otherwise I will have to take the 

coward's option and go up to the Army Air Museum to 

watch Erroll Flynn in "Dawn Patrol". 
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BÜCKEBURG HELICOPTER MUSEUM  
BY RUSSELL EDEN  

On a recent trip to visit the in-

laws in Germany I took the 

oppatunity to visit a 

helicopter museum – not tank 

museum for a change (sadly 

the military museum down 

the road from the in-laws that 

had a Stug III closed a few 

years ago). 

Founded in 1970 the 

Hubschraubermuseum 

Bückeburg (Bückeburg 

Helicopter Museum) is 

located in the German town 

of Bückeburg, 30 miles (50 

km) to the west of Hannover. 

The museum is the sole 

museum in Germany 

specialising in rotary-wing 

flight and one of few 

worldwide. The museum is dedicated to the history and technology of the helicopter. 

We arrived an hour before closing so it was predictably very quiet – just how I like my museums.  

Just inside the museum is a collection of models, I think every helicopter ever put in production, and some that 

weren’t are here in glorious 1/72 scale. Most are made to a pretty good standard and are linked to a database 

where you can find out about each model. Sadly, it is mainly in German. 

 

 

http://www.hubschraubermuseum.de 

http://www.hubschraubermuseum.de/?lang=en
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The next halls follow the history of the helicopter with many models of some very strange contraptions – I dare 

say none ever left the ground.  

  

There are also a couple of educational toys to show how helicopters 

work for children of all sizes. 

And yes – they did build one ! 

 

Once into the main halls there are many helicopters crammed into quite a small space. These range from 

current military models, old German armed forces ones, some cold war eastern bloc ones to civilian ones 

including many homemade ones which wouldn’t look out of place in a Bond film! 

I’ll let the pictures do the talking. The museum is a nice place to spend an hour or two if you are in the area. 

Although I am not a huge fan of helicopters I did find it quite fascinating. 

Bückeburg also has a stunning castle to visit and a nice olde worlde town centre worthy of a mooch and some 

very nice places for lunch. 

I am determined to do a military/vehicle museum every time we visit Germany so stay tuned! 
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IN PRAISE OF AIRLINERS  
BY STEVE HALL  

 

From an early age I have always liked airliners, I 

used to  borrow my dad’s binoculars and watch 

the little silver darts that through “binos” 

became 707's, Comets and VC10s. When I first 

began modelling I was drawn to the  Airfix kits in 

Woolworths, there was also a little shop in 

Ringwood called Deedmans that stocked Frog , 

Revell and Lindberg stuff. My early efforts were 

pretty poor, join lines?! Mine had gaps that you 

could put coins through!.  My skills didn’t 

improve that much through my teenage years, 

but now I hope they look quite decent, some 

may not agree!. I have about 40 to 50 

completed airliners plus a big pile of unmade 

stuff, I do build other types of aircraft but at the 

end of the day airliners are my first love.  
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SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE FLOAT PLANE MJ892  
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

In 1941-2 Folland aircraft of Hamble were 

tasked with producing a Spitfire floatplane 

using a Spitfire V airframe. Two prototypes 

were produced followed by a further two which 

were tested in Egypt in 1943. MJ892 was 

completed with floats in the spring of 1944 and 

it was intended to convert a further eight 

aircraft. This did not happen as by then there 

was no further requirement for a Spitfire 

floatplane. My model was completed just in 

time for Telford 2014 and was part of the 

Southampton Club s Southampton 1944 

display. 

 I have been making this model for about three years now; it started when I came into possession of the PM 

models kit of this aircraft. Unfortunately the PM models kit is terrible, it fails to look anything like a Spitfire V 

and the kit parts are extremely crude, being similar in appearance and finish to a Frog kit of the late 1950s. The 

floats are really the only good parts and they do not correspond to the drawing I have but I won`t hold that too 

much against them. I did have an Airfix Spitfire V which I had bought for £1.00 at a car boot sale but this kit 

was minus a few parts, so, I thought why not try and combine the two kits and get something out of the pair.  

I made up the Airfix Spitfire V as 

per the instructions removing 

the cannon bulges, tail wheel 

and filling the wheel wells with 

Milliput. Once that was hard it 

was a case of re-profiling the 

wings and adjusting the float 

tops so that they married onto 

the wings without a gap. Once I 

was happy with their positioning 

I simply marked the wings and 

attached the floats with 

superglue. I added the lower tail 

section from the PM Kit which, 

fortunately, is a separate piece 

and retained the PM models 

four blade propeller. I substituted the Airfix kit s three stack exhaust with a six stack exhaust, which came from 

my stock of Airfix Spitfire Mk 9 spares. Then it was simply a case of fettling the airframe to ensure that all of 

the gaps and joint lines with filled and perfect. I added narrow canon bulges to the upper wings as the aircraft I 

was modelling MJ892 had these and I also added new cannons, which came from the Airfix Mk9 parts bin. I 

used the PM models Volkes filter, which was a mistake, as I don`t think MJ 892 was ever fitted with one but 

such is life. 

After priming the model with Halfords White primer I sprayed the whole model with Halfords Fiat Yellow as I 

have found that this is a good way to get good and consistent colour density with yellow paint. I had to mask 

off the yellow whilst I applied the camouflage scheme of mid grey and green to the upper surfaces using a 

brush. I have used the same camouflage colours as I would for a FAA aircraft; I am not sure how MJ892 would 

have been finished so I took a guess. Folland s were converting Spitfires to Seafires at this time so I thought 

this could be possible as they would have stocks of paint suitable for FAA aircraft and may have used this on a 

 

As can be seen from the photo more work is still required before the model 

can be considered finished. 
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prototype like MJ892. I used the PM kit 

decals which were okay but not good. I 

still have more work to do to finish the 

model but that will happen carefully and 

quietly over the next few weeks when I 

have time available. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Tony, this series of pictures shows the results of trying to applying a technique from one modelling medium to 

another. While trying to speed up the drying time while painting a metal figure I often put it under a 100 watt 

light bulb. I tried it with this model under a 60 watt bulb, thinking that it wouldn’t get too hot. Take a good 

look at the last picture. 

I had planned to use the model on a snow based diorama. The model is an old Bandai 1/48th scale Tiger 1. 

Maybe you can use this in the newsletter.  

Carl 

  

Before After 

 

 

  

 
Work continues, I had to have the model looking presentable for 

Telford and sadly ran out of time!! So she was displayed “As is” 
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CLUB DIARY 2014/2015 

2014 

November 19
th

 Annual Competition 
November 23

rd
   

November 23
rd

   

Middle Wallop Show 

Bugle Call 

December 3
rd

 

December 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

2015 

January 7
th

 

January 15
th

 

Club Night Extra 

Club Night 

  

February 5
th

 

February 18
th

 

Club Night Extra 

Club Night 

February 14
th

 

 

Yeovilton Spring Show (TBC) 

March 4
th

 

March 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

April 1
st

   

April 15
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night St George Competition  

April 18
th

 

 

Poole Vikings Show  

May 6
th

 

May 20
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night:  

May 10
th 

May 30
th

  

Hendon Show (TBC) 

IPMS Salisbury Show (TBC) 

June 3
rd

  

June 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

July 1
st

  

July 15
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night: Revell Competition 

  

August 5
th

 

August 19
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

  

September 2
nd

  

September 16
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Club Night - BoB Competition 

September 13
th

  

September 19
th

 

Build a Model in a Day 

IPMS Farnborough Show 

October 7
th

  

October 21
st

   

Club Night Extra  

Club Night 

October 11
th

 

October 24
th

 

Bovington Show (TBC) 

Yeovilton Autumn Show (TBC) 

November 4
th

 

November 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Annual Competition 

November 7
th

 / 8
th

 

November 19
th

  

Scale ModelWorld 2015 

Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 

December 2
nd

  

December 16
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday November 19
th

    (8pm to 10pm) 
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FINDING US 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 

Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 

Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Treasurer  Steve Edwards  

Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Nigel Robins 

Will Booth 

Russell Eden 

Paul Adams 

Steve Hall 

Richard Stewart 

 

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information thus 

expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the club 

as a whole.  

Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2014 
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