
 



 

OCTOBER 2014 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I write this on the eve of the club’s visit to the new Tank Mod show at Bovington, a show that I’ve been looking 

forward to attending, not only for the great modelling that no doubt will be on display, but it also offers an 

opportunity to admire the incredible collection of armour they have there. I’ll admit that going to the show 

may help me find my modelling ‘mojo’ – it’s been lacking somewhat in the last few months which has resulted 

in very little being done at the bench on my projects. There have been other unwanted ‘distractions’ in my life 

which have left me without a clear head for the hobby. I’m still enthused about it, but the desire to spend 

significant time in my room has evaded my thoughts. 

Two more big shows are on the horizon for Romsey Modellers – Yeovilton’s Autumn show, 25
th

 October, and 

of course, the big one, Scale Modelworld 2014 at Telford – 8
th

 /9
th

 November.  Plans are well underway for 

Telford, and given that Tony and I displayed last year, it should make for a very smoothly run operation this 

year. If you haven’t already informed us of the models you wish to donate for the table at Telford, now’s the 

time, as we are finalising the labels for each of the 40 models that will make up the display. 

We hope to take delivery of the club Polo shirts before Telford which will be fantastic news as we can tick 

another box with the club’s makeover. We’re nearly there! 

Anyhow, I must go, I’ve models to prepare for Bovington. Hopefully somewhere in those halls will be my 

‘Mojo’… 

Enjoy this month’s publication. 

 

Happy Modelling. 

 

Paul Adams 

Club President 

  

 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater 

for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we 

often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also 

attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just 

come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see the last page for 

details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

SCALE MODEL WORLD 2014 

We will be exhibiting at Scalemodel world (Telford) on 8/9
th

 November. Paul , Tony and Sean will be manning 

the stand ( with assistance of the Southampton guys), we should also have some day visitors. 

As per last year we are hoping to take a selection of our member models , so please let us know what you are 

willing to lend us , so we can organise the display.  

CLUB POLO SHIRTS 

The clubs shirts are ordered and should be with us in time for Telford. We have had to use the vast majority of 

the clubs funds to provide the up-front payment for the shirts consequently it is important that we get the 

money in for the shirts fairly quickly once they arrive. We will let you know on which club night the shirts are 

available, we request that pay the £15 for your shirt when you pick them up. We have a few spares in various 

sizes if you failed to get in your order in time. 

COMPETITION NEWS 

I’m sure you’ll all need no reminder of our forthcoming contest extravaganza that is the Annual Competition, 

which will take place at both the November and December main meetings. What you may need a reminder of 

is our plan and desire to award the best World War 1 model from any class. We can’t of course do that unless 

there are sufficient models to judge, so you have just 4 weeks to start (!!) and complete your entry.  The prize 

is 2 decal sheets from Pheon Models worth around £25 each. 

As we stated in the August issue, in 2015 we plan to hold a Battle of Britain competition to coincide with its 

75
th

 Anniversary. The contest will be for any static model that represents the era, whether in battle or at 

‘home’.  We can confirm that the prizes on offer will be model vouchers worth £30, £25 and £20 to the top 

three models. The contest will take place at the main September meeting.  

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

This edition of the Romsey Modeller is the first in over 5 years that features no build articles. While I 

understand that many people are busy ( I have done virtually no modelling myself over the last two months ) it 

is becoming increasingly difficult to get content. There are a number of new models that are popping up on 
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club night, If you are building something please consider writing something for us , even if it’s supplied in note 

form I can probably pull it together. This is your magazine and we rely on you to continue to make it the 

success it has been over the years. If we continue to struggle with content  I will have to consider if it is worth 

continuing, which would be a very disappointing , both for the club and me personally. 

Tony 

IPMS FARNBOROUGH SHOW BY RICHARD STEWART 

Saturday 20
th

  September : The team for this show was Sean, Malcolm , Luke Hayes and me. Unlike the year 

before we were in the first hall which was nice and close to ‘Little Cars’ where the bulk of my wallet was left! 

The tombola was interesting as it lasted for the entire day and as I brought my eldest son along he managed to 

get an old Airfix 1/72 scale typhoon (still in the bag!) and was given another kit at the end as they had not got 

rid of them all. There were the usual traders and clubs as in previous years but that was not a negative it’s the 

atmosphere and the people which make it and this show was no different. All in all a great day out.   

  

In some ways it is comforting to see the same vendors 

with the same old kits for sale! 

One of the many perks of displaying is getting there 

early setting up and getting ‘first dibbins’ before the 

doors open! 

 

 

For some reason I only took one picture of our table during set up and did not take any pictures of Luke and 

Malcolm’s armour which is a shame as they were top notch and got a lot of attention. In particular the knocked 

out and abandoned WW1 tank set in a WW2 diorama. 
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TANK MOD 2014 BY TONY ADAMS 

On Saturday 10
th

 October we exhibited at Tank Mod 2014 the 

first model show at the Bovington Tank Museum for some 

years. Due to a cock up (I’ll own up to this one) , we were 

almost missed off the attendee list, fortunately Paul saved the 

day and had us reinstated. We drove the 45 miles in good time 

and fortunately the rain stopped to allow us to unload without 

a soaking (the car park access was very close for us). We had 12 

foot in one of the tank halls, it would have been fairly dark but 

the LED lighting solved the problem. We had a great selection 

of the club’s interests on the table from my aircraft, though 

Russell, Malcolm’s and Luke’s AFV’s to Paul’s bikes. The whole 

display looked great and we had many complementary 

comments. We used the new screen side panels for the first 

time and they really looked the business, once again we had 

lots of positive comments on them from other clubs and we did 

notice that the tank museum club had their own (slightly 

inferior) version  ( we did ask for but  were refused a copyright 

fee.). The number of traders and clubs present was a little 

disappointing , I guess this reflects the show’s infancy (I hope 

clubs weren’t put off by the insurance requirement). The show 

was fairly quiet for the first couple of hours but by lunch time 

the number of punters grew considerably. With five of us on the table there were plenty of opportunities to 

explore the other tables and the museum. Most of us did also manage to pick up one or two kits ( or three in 
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my case). There were some excellent models on the tables , I was particularly impressed by a selection of 1/76 

AFVs on the MFV Essex table. 

The show is booked to run next year, it would be great if it became established as it’s a wonderful setting , 

with so much more to see than a standard show, we certainly plan to support  it again next year. 
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PETE WATERMAN S RAILWAY BY NIGEL ROBINS  

Occasionally, one of the 

perks of my job is that I get 

to be involved with 

something interesting that is 

“railway related” and this is 

how this all came to fruition. 

My manager, the railway 

author David Cross, met Pete 

Waterman at our 

Multimodal event earlier in 

the year and Pete said to 

David that he had “a model 

railway to die for” so David 

asked if he could come along 

and see it. The answer was 

“yes” and that he could bring 

two friends. Mrs Cross was 

not keen to pay a visit so I 

was asked and I think I said 

yes within about a second without considering the logistics of this operation or, in fact, anything else. A date 

was arranged and so I ended up picking up David and his Liverpudlian friend Doug from Warrington bank 

station at 10.15… 

We found the premises and went in to be 

greeted by Pete Waterman himself!! We 

thought that he would have a manager or staff 

to show off the layout as he is a busy man but 

no, he was running the trains himself along 

with a friend from the local railway club!! He 

invites groups of modellers and enthusiasts 

around to view the layout and run their locos 

on it on a regular basis, so it seems. 

 

 

 

 

 

Leamington Spa Loco depot 1/43 Scale 

 

“Evening Star” BR Class 9F running with twelve coaches on 

the country section of the layout 
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The layout is O gauge scale 1/43 and is 

an exact replica of Leamington Spa 

station at the end of the 1950s/ early 

1960s it represents about two miles of 

actual full scale track and is housed in a 

barn 120 ft long and about 40 ft wide. 

The layout features a prototypical 

incline and a model of the loco depot 

which existed at that time. I understand 

that Pete lived in Leamington Spa in the 

late 1950s and often went 

“Trainspotting” in the vicinity, hence 

the model. He also owns a model 

railway company called “Just like the 

real thing” which produces kits of some 

of the locos used on the layout and also 

wagons and coaches. 

Being O gauge his engines and stock are 

twice the size of mine which is HO 

gauge (Half O) with the larger scale Pete 

insisted that everything was to be made 

prototypically accurate, including having working springs and scale couplings on the wagons and coaches. As 

he runs full length trains he, therefore and as a consequence of making things to scale, experiences problems 

that other modellers in this scale do not. Locos have expired though overwork, because of the weight of the 

trains and the distances run, they have shorted out as the clearances are so accurate on points and curves and 

there have been “hot” axle boxes on wagons, where the bearings have not been oiled adequately. On 

“normal” O gauge layouts (invariably small shunting layouts) these things never occur so this layout has been 

very much a learning curve for Pete and other O gauge modellers. He was generous enough to let some of the 

other visitors present on the day run their locos on the layout, which can be operated as either digital (DCC) or 

analogue (DC) These 

engines performed quite 

well though I don`t think 

his comment that one guys 

“Jubilee” was the wrong 

colour went down too well 

with the owner – the loco 

had just cost him £1800!!! 

 

 

 

The man himself, Pete Waterman 1/1 scale operating the layout 

 

Leamington Spa station, work is still in progress on some sections of the layout 
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David Cross stunned into silence 

  Running the layout was hard work for Pete and his friend so after an hour or so he sat down and had a cup of 

tea and a chat with us all. He was very knowledgeable about modelling and railway matters and came over just 

has he does when interviewed for TV. 

 

Fine scale modelling Leamington Spa signal box in 1/43 

All three of us were very impressed with the layout, me perhaps less so than the others as I have seen large 

layouts, albeit it in the smaller scales, in fact David was stunned into silence for about 15mins while he took it 

all in, which is completely uncharacteristic. We could have stayed all day, in fact, three hours went by in the 

blink of an eye and as David and Doug had trains to catch and I had a four hour journey ahead of me we left 

around 14.15 

I thought that this was a very memorable day out and a unique opportunity to see probably the finest O gauge 

model railway layout in the country and meet a genuinely interesting and generous celebrity modeller.  
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IWM DUXFORD BY TONY ADAMS  

 

It was a very early start for the two car loads of aviation enthusiasts as we travelled the 130 miles or so to 

Duxford , fortunately the Sunday morning traffic was light so we made good time and were waiting outside 

when the museum opened.  This was my first visit and I was immediately bowed over as me entered Hall 1 and 

found a superb array of British aircraft. 

There were many superb exhibits, including the a prototype Concorde , the TSR2 , Vulcan, Lancaster. Once we 

had had our fill we walked parallel to the runway up to the Land and Sea Hall which contains a considerable 

collection of AFV’s, I was particularly impressed by Monty’s caravan which allegedly was also used by 

Rommel!.  On the way we were treated to a number of take-off and landings from Tiger Moths, Dragon Rapids 

and Chipmonks. We then moved on to the very impressive new American hall which must be the only museum 

in the land where a B-29 looks small, but it was parked next to a B-52! I was surprised how big the SR-71 was 

but thinking about it , in 1/72nd it’s bigger than a Lancaster.  While we were in the hall we were treated to an 

aerobatic display from a Spitfire ( seen through the huge window).  

After an expensive lunch in the canteen , we explored some of the other halls. First up was the renovation hall 

, where a number of aircraft were being stripped down and re built. A F-15 , Shackleton and H-111 were the 

highlights here. We moved on to a hall full of airworthy aircraft, straight off the airshow circuit. The last Hall 

had plenty of fantastic exhibits that presumably wouldn’t fit elsewhere in the museum.  As we made our way 

to the exit we were treated to a close up view of Carolyn Grace’s two seat Spitfire which had just landed.  The 

journey back was a nightmare due to a crash on the M£ but it didn’t distract from a fantastic day. 

PHOTOS 
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CLUB DIARY 2014/2015 

October 15
th

  Club Night October 25
th

 Yeovilton Autumn Show 

November 5
th

 

November 19
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Annual Competition 

November 8
th

 / 9
th

 

November 23
rd

   

November 23
rd

   

Scale ModelWorld 2014 

Middle Wallop Show 

Bugle Call 

December 3
rd

 

December 17
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday October 15
th

    (8pm to 10pm) 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Nigel Robins 

Paul Adams 

Richard Stewart 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 

Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 

Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Treasurer  Steve Edwards  

Competition Secretary   Sean Summers 

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
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