
 



 

OCTOBER 2015 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to the October issue of The Romsey Modeller. 

It’s been a good month for the club. We attended two great models shows, held a superb competition night, 

another demo from Tony at the Extra night and managed to fit in a pub night just last week.  

The Battle of Britain competition night proved 

that the policy of continued education in the club 

(we don’t take all the thanks...) is slowly enabling 

members to create some fantastic models. We’ve 

said it before, but judging at competition nights is 

getting harder and it’s becoming increasingly 

difficult for the entrant to land a trophy at contest 

level. Not that Luke’s complaining for he’s just 

picked up his third overall trophy in the last few 

years….well done fella. 

The shows have kept us busy – Farnborough and 

Bovington both putting on well organised events 

for members to enjoy. Despite at times recycling 

some old models, though perhaps lining them up 

in a more creative way, they continually pull the 

punters over for a lengthy look at our work.  

Tony has continued to plough on with the HE219 

project – the decaling demo proving that even 

basic tasks can be a platform for many members to learn and exchange ideas and techniques. We are forming 

some plans for the next group build already (the WW1 MkIV from Tamiya), with ambitious plans to use 

modern painting and weathering practices and to create a diorama using the kits own figure set. There should 

be something in there that everyone can get involved in.  

My next message will be written post our visit to Telford. This is an event I’m very much looking forward to – a 

chance to show off the clubs work at an international level event. If you’ve not visited before, perhaps this 

year should be your first… 

See you all in the middle of the week.  

 

Paul 

Club President 

  

 

Luke Hayes receiving The Battle of Britain Trophy from 

Paul 
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CLUB NEWS  

FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM SHOW OCTOBER 2015  

Our next show is on Saturday 24
th

 October at the RNAS museum, Yeovilton.  We have our usual 24 foot of 

table space reserved, and our pitch will be nestled neatly behind the Corsair, our home for several years. This 

is a well organised and attended event and has been a popular day out for many club members over the years. 

Whilst there is no competition for adults during the autumn show, there will be plenty of club’s displaying their 

work and traders upon which you can spend your hard earned cash on. And you get to look around the 

museum exhibits. The food is not too bad either. 

More details can be found on the Yeovilton website… http://www.fleetairarm.com/event/72.aspx 

We’ll discuss who’s going and the transport arrangements on Wednesday.  

SCALE MODELWORLD 2015 

I’m sure you don’t need reminder, but we are looking for models to display at Telford over the weekend of  7-

8
th

 November. The general guide for 12 foot double depth is around 40 models depending on size. 

We plan to use some of the table space for the Battle of Britain models (5-6 perhaps), some further space for a 

1/32
nd

 scale aircraft display, leave enough for armour, a few cars, a ship or two and some Sci-fi.  If you wish to 

help provided models for the table, please let us know as soon as possible. Our deadline to collect models will 

be Wednesday 4
th

 November during the Extra meeting.   

Some members have provided lists already and we thank you for that. You will be contacted in good time so 

you can bring your models along. Please remember to package them well for the journey making sure they are 

protected from the elements should the weather be poor.  

While we are on the subject of Telford, Gray Sharpling will be driving up to the show on Saturday and as he’s 

now an IPMS member, he will be able to get in at 09:00am. If you wish to get a lift with him, you can contact 

him shortly via the invitational email he’ll be sending out.   

 

http://www.fleetairarm.com/event/72.aspx
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CLUB PROJECT – HE219 DECALING DEMO BY PAUL ADAMS 

At the extra night in early October Tony demonstrated some decal application techniques that proved 

worthwhile as it threw up many questions and queries from the audience, particularly in using decal softeners, 

setting solutions and even clear as an adhesive for stencil marking’s . Even though only two decals were 

applied in the 45 minute demo, we all learned something that night. Thank you to Tony for taking the time to 

explain his methods. 

   

Tony’s decaling demo….you missed it? You know what to do then….get yourself along to an Extra meeting night 

when you’ll see this sort of thing taking place. 

Tony – I did plan to bring the build article of the HE219 up to date , but with so many excellent articles provided 

by members I will hold this over to next month , when hopefully the model will be finished and have been 

displayed at Telford (fingers crossed) 

IPMS FARNBOROUGH MODELFEST 2015  
BY TONY ADAMS 

It seemed a long time since the 

last show I attended ( Cosford) 

so I was looking forward to 

taking the trip up the M3 to 

Farnborough. Sean , Steve and I 

drove up in well under a hour to 

meet Keith Hawkins, Dave 

Pogson, and Luke Hayes and set 

up the table. As ever we put on 

a display of real quality 

(according to the comments we 

received ) with a good selection 

of aircraft, armour and civil 

vehicles.  The show itself gets 

quite a lot of London clubs 

attending , so you get to see new models that perhaps don’t make it to the more southern shows. There were 

plenty of good quality venders which naturally resulted in our wallets being lightened.  

Unfortunately there was not competition so we didn’t get the chance of pitting our new work against the 

other clubs, which may have been a good thing seeing some of the superb work on display. There was a raffle 

with some good prizes, Keith managed to bag a reasonable model.  

There were a good number of club members along with the Soton guys, so we have plenty of people to talk to. 

We had a good discussion with the Salisbury club who suggested a we pay a visit to one of their club evenings, 

something that we intend to follow up on. 

The show was very come in mid morning and footfall didn’t tail off until mid afternoon. It’s always a sign of a 

good show when you are surprised by pack up time coming around. 
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The Romsey Modellers’ display plus a small selection of the excellent models on show  

(the last one is of Barry Sharman’s latest work) 
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN COMPETITION - SEPTEMBER 2015  
BY PAUL ADAMS 

We had planned this event one 

year ago – so members had 

one year to complete an entry 

or two, even so, I sadly didn’t 

get either of my planned 

models completed (or even 

started for that matter!!). 

Nonetheless, 15 superb entries 

appeared on the two tables 

during the main September 

meeting – just one day after 

the actual commemoration 

date for the end of the RAF’s 

epic battle against the 

Luftwaffe. Some very creative 

thinking produced work other 

than the popular, Spitfires, 

Hurricanes and 109’s, though 

they did make up most of the 

entry.  

The contest was dominated by 3 models from Russell, Tony and Luke. The quality of competition 

demonstrated how difficult it’s becoming to even get noticed, as some excellent work didn’t even get a single 

vote!! In the end, Luke’s entry ‘Calm before the Storm’ overwhelmed the opposition winning by a clear 20 

points. Tony’s beautifully painted Dornier bagged a much deserved 2
nd

 place and Russell’s simple but poignant 

pilot diorama, 

‘A Brief Respite’ 

came home 

third, just 5 

points shy of a 

silver award. 

Sean’s excellent 

109E3 was the 

best of the rest 

proving my 

earlier point. 

Well done to all 

those that 

provided 

models to make 

this one of the 

best themed 

competitions 

we’ve had for 

several years.  

Thank you all. 

 

 

 Such was the popularity of the event – we had over 30 members in 

attendance!! 

 

And the winner is… Calm Before the Storm by Luke Hayes 
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PHOTOS 

  
Entry 1: Luke Hayes : Scramble Entry 2: David Downhill The Enemy 

  
Entry 3: Russell Eden A Brief Respite Entry 4: Luke Hayes Calm Before The Storm 

  
Entry 5: Tony Adams Dornier  17Z Entry 6: Simon De M’Falcon ME109 E H Wick 

  
Entry 7: Tony Adams Hawker Hurricane Mk1 Entry 8: Tony Adams Boulton Paul Defiant 
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Entry 9: Malcolm Grant June 1940 (I) Entry 10: Sean Summers 109 E3 

  
Entry 11: Malcolm Grant June 1940 (II) Entry 12: Dave O’Meara Mk1 Spitfire 

  
Entry 13: Will Booth 109 Entry 14: Dave O’Meara Down but not out 

  
Entry 15: Karol Wicinski 303 Sqd Hurricane The full set of entries 
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THE VOTING 

Entry No 

 

Entrant Model Title 1
st
’s 

(3 pts) 

2
nd

’s 

(2 pts) 

3
rd
’s 

(1 pts 

Total points Placing 

1 Luke Hayes Scramble I II II 9 5TH 

2 David Downhill The Enemy   I 1 JOINT 9TH 

3 Russell Eden A Brief Respite IIII III II 20 3RD 

4 Luke Hayes Calm Before The Storm IIIIIIIIII IIIII IIII 44 1ST 

5 Tony Adams Dornier  17Z IIIII III III 24 2ND 

6 Simon De M’Falcon ME109 E H Wick      

7 Tony Adams Hawker Hurricane Mk1      

8 Tony Adams Boulton Paul Defiant  I I 3 8TH 

9 Malcolm Grant June 1940 (I)      

10 Sean Summers 109 E3 I IIII IIII 15 COMMENDED 

11 Malcolm Grant June 1940 (II)   II I 5 6TH 

12 Dave O’Meara Mk1 Spitfire      

13 Will Booth 109      

14 Dave O’Meara Down but not out   I 1 JOINT 9TH 

15 Karol Wicinski 303 Sqd Hurricane  I II 4 7TH 

 

TANKMOD 2015  
BY RUSSELL EDEN 

This was the second year of the new Tank 

Museum model show and I was looking 

forward to it, what with me being an 

armour builder! Last year’s show was 

slightly disappointing with a lack of 

traders and club stands. Although 

wondering around the museums tanks 

almost made up for it. 

So it was an early start for Saturday and 

after getting stuck behind numerous slow 

vehicles I got the museum a little late to 

find Paul and Tony setting up the table 

right by the entrance with Brian, Dave 
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and Stu looking on. As it was quite bright by the entrance, the lights were abandoned and only the guards used 

– just as well after a small child nearly took Brian’s rocket for a joy ride…. 

Pride of place at the front was the armour 

(what with it being at the tank museum!) with 

Brian’s moon landing to one side and on the 

other side a selection of Paul’s and Tony’s great 

models and a couple of Dave’s surviving planes 

– ask Dave, gently, about that… His casualties 

were before the show – I alsomanaged to break 

two of mine on the trip to the show – oops. Not 

that I was driving like Dale en-route, honest… 

Once the stand was set up, it off for a wander 

around. This year there were 3 more trade 

stands and 7 more club stands. A definite 

improvement over last year, but still lacking in traders in my opinion.  Antics were opposite us and had more 

on sale than last year’s traders put together. I picked up a cheap 1/48 Dingo from him so that was me sorted. I 

managed to find a couple of bargains for Stu on one of the cheaper trader stalls. I believe the rest of the crew 

made a couple of purchases to hide from their respective wives. A few more Romsey Modellers popped by to 

say Hi before they got side-tracked by Antics stall. 

The other club stands had an impressive array of 

models on display, although biased to towards the 

armour side of modelling, obviously. In the new 

hall was also the biggest display of 1/6 scale RC 

models ever got together and massive, they were 

too. Some great work, including our very own Mr 

Big Tank – Simon Manning and his King Tiger 

(pictured below)– probably one of the best there, 

not that we’re at all biased! Outside there were 

more 1/6 RC vehicles and an area for the slightly 

smaller and cheaper 1/16 RC armoured vehicles. 

With five of us on the stand it meant we all had enough time to mooch and man the stand – I met a member of 

the online 1/48 armour club I am a member of and Stu met his perfect woman – who made tank models and 

loved weathering them – sadly she wasn’t single.  

Being by the entrance we got a lot of attention which is always good for the club. Although we did have to 

keep an eye on lots of over-excited children and their wandering hands! 

There still is no competition sadly but that may come in the future – the show has already improved 

considerably from last year. 

The tank museum is always good for a 

wander round and after finding myself in the 

very well stocked, if expensive,  shop I even 

bought a book – new and at full price too – to 

get over that shock I did have to go and buy a 

cheap second hand book to make up for it! 

At about half four it was time to pack up. I 

think we all agreed that it was a great show 

with a very relaxed feel about. Long may it 

carry on and continue to grow. 
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HOBBY BOSS 1:35TH LVTP-7 - LANDING VEHICLE TRACKED PERSONAL 

STRAIGHT FROM THE BOX 
BY NICK BURDEN 

THE KIT 

The kit for this build will be Hobby Boss Kit Number 82409 in 1:35
th

 

scale, the moulds date from 2008, and is marked on the box as suitable 

for age 14+. The sturdy tray and lid style box is divided into two 

compartments, the main compartment contains the majority of the kit, 

in the small compartment is the hull top and bottom, and within the hull parts are the individual track parts. So 

what exactly do you get? ; 

14 Poly Bags containing; 

 Bag 1: Sprues A & G. 

Sprue G parts 2, 4, & 5are protected by a 

thin piece of foam. 

 Bag 2: 2x Sprue B. 

 Bag 3: 2 x Sprue C. 

 Bag 4: Sprue D. 

 Bag 5: Sprues E & L. 

 Bag 6: Sprues F & K. 

 Bag 7: Sprue J. 

 Bag 8: Sprues M & N. 

 Bag 9: Sprues Y1 & Y3 (Clear Parts). 

 Bag 10: 3 x Poly Bags (Individual Track 

Parts). 

 Bag 11: 4 x Sprues AA (Individual Track 

Rubber Pads). 

 Bag 12: Sprues A & B (Etched Frets). 

 Bag 13: Hull Top. 

 Bag 14: Small Decal Sheet & Short Length of 

String. 

Apart from the Instruction sheets and painting schemes sheet, the hull is the only part not in a bag, but is 

protected from scratching by being in the boxes small compartment. 

The instruction sheets are 2 pages by ½ Meter wide, this is unwieldy so will need to be folded when using, 

there are 15 construction stages, and a parts layout plan. 

A separate double sided glossy sheet is included printed in colour, showing the 3 colour schemes; but there is 

no unit identification for any of these schemes. 

The schemes are; 

 I : Italy (Plain Green overall). 

 II : Korea (4 colour camouflage). 

 III : Argentina (3 colour camouflage). 

Paint references are given for Mr. Hobby, Vallejo, Model Master, Tamiya and Humbrol. According to the chart 

only Mr. Hobby has all the 8 colours. 

 Vallejo matches 5 out of the 8 colours. 

 Model Master matches 7 of the 8 colours. 

 Tamiya matches 4 of the 8 colours. 

 Humbrol matches 7 of the 8 colours. 
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There is no construction painting guide, therefore the interior colour etc will be down to the builder to source. 

There appears to be no flash on the parts, and the detail is very fine, but alas there are the usual mould lines, 

and quite a lot of ejector pin marks. The mouldings feel to be mould release agent free, so I shall not wash 

them as is my usual procedure, but take my chances. 

CONSTRUCTION 

The instructions start with assembly of the water jets, suspension and wheels, personally I prefer to start with 

the interior. Now 12 of the 18 construction stages covers the 

interior, (that’s a lot of interior and a shed load of detail). On 

top of this there are rather a lot of decals to apply inside too, 

and to do all this justice, all doors and hatches should be 

open, which is possible with this kit as these are supplied as 

separate parts, (but for me I like to keep my armour projects 

simple), therefore I left some of the interior details out, and 

never applied a single decal inside, (can you hear them, the 

dedicated armour builders, grinding their teeth, muttering to 

them selves about my decimation of this kit), so it’s just as 

well I am gluing the two large top hatches firmly shut, along 

with the rear loading ramp.   Take care building the interior 

as there are few mistakes on the instruction sheet, stage 9 

part A5 the rear engine compartment firewall, has a similar 

part J1. Stage 12 the parts marked up as Y2 should in fact be sprue Y1 part number 2. 

Stage 13 part A11 has a similar part F2.Stage 14 part F16 is in fact part number F3, again part A20 and F2 are 

similar. Stage 17 is the turret construction which is a little fiddly but quite straight forward, apart from the miss 

numbered part Y6 it is actually sprue Y3 part number 6, this part is a tight fit and has to be pushed into 

position until it clicks, (so no need for any glue there).   Warning those of you who insist on accurate colour 

usage, go have a lie down, I mixed my own colour for the interior and it turned out to match FS 4558, (no 

precision here just guess work). I did start to pick out some of the larger details inside, but a dry fit of the hull 

top revealed it to be rather dark inside, therefore as seen in the pictures above I gave up promptly.   In stage 

12 shows the attachment of the clear parts to the drivers and whoever’s cupolas, once more wrongly 

numbered Y2 it should read sprue Y1 part number 2, these I glued 

in with liquid cement, all 14 pieces, (why couldn’t they have made 

them in just 2 pieces). 

Let’s join the hull halves together, it’s not going to be easy, as 

during the test fit earlier I noticed that both parts have warped, 

and the only way forward will be to glue a small section at a time, 

until the whole joint was glued then trussed up, like a chicken for 

the oven. Even then the vision blocks on the drivers cupola were to 

long and some had to be shortened to stop them fouling the hull 

top, also some of the detail parts in the drivers compartment 

had to be whittled down as these too were to long causing 

fouling, problem not solved, no matter how much I tried I still 

had a short section of hull joint that would not close up, nothing 

that a little green stuff won’t fill. When all was dry and the bands 

removed the main exterior details were added, not any of the 

tools etc, as these shall be painted separately and applied at the 

end. The only error I found here is that in stage 16, 1 of the 

mooring points on the front of the vehicle just appears on the 

instructions in place. Time for the camouflage base colour, I shall 
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forgo my usual primer coat, and spray a home mix of FS 4138 green all over the hull, wheels etc, and whilst this 

is drying the tracks can be put together. 

The tracks are supplied as individual 

links, with each link also having a 

separate road pad, it takes 83 track 

links to make up 1 track, there are 2 

tracks that’s 166 individual track 

links, add to this the road pads of 

which there will also be 166, (still 

with me) the total parts comes to 

322 individual pieces,(that’s more 

pieces than can be found in some 

kits), now I can understand the advantages if this 

style, (but really, personally I prefer the link and 

length style), and as you see from the picture above, 

that’s the way I chose to assemble and apply the 

tracks to the model. Once the fingers recovered from 

all the cleaning up of the (322) parts, they were 

sprayed with a home mix track rust colour, and dry 

brushed Tamiya XF-56 Metallic Grey, and the road 

pads Tamiya XF-85 Rubber Black. Be careful when 

making up the tracks, as the diagram in the 

instruction sheets, showing the assembly of the track, 

is orientated in the opposite direction to the hull. 

Stage 17 the turret, this was built as per the 

instructions, which has a part numbering error, Y6 is 

in fact sprue Y3 part number 6, and this pushes into 

position with a click, therefore no need for glue.. The 

vision points around the turret should have individual 

clear parts inserted into them, but I opted to leave 

these out, (the purists must be on their knees by 

now). 

PAINTING & FINISHING 

The camouflage pattern was sprayed freehand and 

consisted of Tamiya XF-72 JGSDF Brown and Tamiya XF-1 

Black. The tracks were applied but alas as seen in the 

picture, the right side would not fit under the front skirt, 

(so I opted to end it short, as by this time I was losing 

patience with this build). Once all the tools and other 

clutter was applied to the model, the decals were applied 

(and for a change this didn’t take long as there were very 

few to apply), after which some heavy wear areas were 

dry brushed with Tamiya XF-56 Metallic Grey, then the 

whole thing was washed with my home mix Grime, then 

sprayed on a low air pressure, Humbrol 103 Cream. 

Tamiya X-19 Smoke was dribbled around the fuel filling points, more wear areas was highlighted with graphite. 
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CONCLUSION 

You certainly get a lot of parts in the box, crisply moulded with fine detail moulded on, some of which may be 

a tad over scale. The instruction sheets are a bit on the large side, and I ended up folding them to make them 

easier to use, I feel that the book style instructions would have been better, also there are too many mistakes 

with the parts identification.  In contrast the separate A4 sized painting and markings sheet in colour was a 

good touch, alas let down by the lack of unit identification for the schemes. The decals are very good and apply 

without any trouble. The kit goes together very well, (and I am sure the armour builder will do a far better job 

of it than me), after all this was supposed to be a quick build, before getting stuck into my next big project. I 

did manage to break a couple of parts, and loose the odd small tiny piece along the way. Individual track links, 

(never again if I can avoid it), they’re just not my idea of pleasure and relaxation, next time before I buy ill ask 

a fellow club member, or do a little research. So there we have it, I never enjoyed this build one bit, and it 

shows, but if you like a lot of detail in your armour then, ENJOY. 

 

 

 

AT LAST, A FAIREY GANNET AEW3! (PART 1) 
BY RICHARD PARKHURST, IPMS PORTSMOUTH  

BRIEF HISTORY 

The Fairey Gannet was conceived way back in 1945 but wasn’t actually named ‘Gannet’ until about 1951. The 

design to Specification 17/45 called for a two-seat dedicated anti-submarine warfare aircraft but with a 

secondary anti-shipping strike and reconnaissance capability. The first flight of the Type Q prototype, as it was 

initially known, took place on September 19
th

 1949. After more than a few stability problems encountered 

during development, flight trials were undertaken at Boscombe Down and included deck trials aboard HMS 

Illustrious in June 1950. The aircraft type designation was changed about this time to become the Type 17 (or 

GR.17) and was subsequently tested in competitive trials with the Blackburn YB.1 and the Short SB.3. All three 

types were powered by the Armstrong Siddeley Double Mamba Turbo-prop engine. As a result of these trials, 

an order for 100 Fairey Gannets was placed and given ‘super priority’ status to expedite the introduction of the 

aircraft into service. 
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The first production Gannet AS.1 was flown on June 9
th

 1953 by Peter Twiss. After all the necessary flight and 

service trials, 826 Squadron took delivery of the first 8 front line aircraft at RNAS Lee-on-the-Solent at the end 

of January 1955. Further developments include the upgraded AS.4, the T.2 and T.5 trainers, the COD4, and 

eventually, when the Royal Navy needed a replacement for the AEW Skyraider, Fairey produced a completely 

redesigned airframe in the form of the Gannet AEW3. The first production aircraft flew in December 1958 and 

a total of 45 were built including the 1 development prototype. 

KITS 

There have been at least three 1/72 injection moulded kits of the early AS.1/4 and T.2/5 types from Frog 

(1960s), Trumpeter, and lastly Revell (probably the best), but no injection moulded kit of the AEW3 until now. 

Sword has at last come up trumps for us FAA modellers with a kit at a very reasonable price of £14.99.  

SWORD FAIREY GANNET AEW 3 

I was so delighted when this kit became 

available, I promptly bought two. 

Unfortunately my excitement waned 

rapidly when I got the kit home, opened 

the box, and saw what Sword had done 

on the fuselage and wings. For some 

reason known only to their CAD person 

and toolmaker, they have produced 

bulges on the fuselage which are not on 

the real aircraft and seriously 

overemphasised some panel detail 

(strengthening plates I think) on the top 

and bottom of the wings. Other than 

that, it looks like a Gannet AEW3. I have seen criticisms elsewhere about the radome shape, but it’s pretty 

close to the drawings in “Warpaint 23 Fairey Gannet”. 

In the box are two sprues containing the major components in grey plastic, a nice clear sprue with canopy, 

blister windows and landing lights, an etch fret with nice seat belts and numerous detail items, a very nice 

decal sheet by Techmod for two aircraft from 849 Sqn on HMS Ark Royal and HMS Hermes, and finally a set of 

assembly instructions. Nice box art too. 

THE BUILD 

The first decision to be made was what to do about the mass of lumps and bumps that shouldn’t be there? It 

did not take me long to realise that a massive undertaking to remove these unwanted blemishes was the only 

way forward, as I really didn’t want to see them on the finished model. First, I looked at the strengthening 

plates on the wings. On the real aircraft they are about 3-4mm thick; on the model they are probably 0.2-

0.3mm thick. Scale that up and you would have a ‘plate’ about 15-20mm thick. Not good for aerodynamics! I 

decided total removal was probably the best option as even close up to real aircraft, they are barely visible. It 

took me several hours and a lot of patience to sand these ‘plates’ off both wings, top and bottom, and to 

maintain any scribed panel lines. Likewise, on the fuselage there are 11 raised ‘ribs’ each side to be removed. 

First, I carefully scribed along each edge of the ‘ribs’ with a ‘P’ Cutter to produce a panel line as a guide for 

sanding these smooth. This also took several hours to achieve after which I sprayed a coat of primer and 

cleaned up any remaining raised areas which were still visible. I wouldn’t scribe the panel lines on the next 

build because they shouldn’t really be there, but I couldn’t be bothered to fill them – my mistake for not 

checking the drawings/photos. 
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Photo 1- Wing “plates” before removal Photo 2 - Wing after removal of “plates” 

  

Photo 3 – Strengthening plates on the Gannet COD4. Photo 4 - Fuselage before (top) and after ‘surgery’ 

The mouldings on this kit need a lot of preparation with much test fitting and fettling. There are plenty of 

mould ejection pin lugs to remove, especially on the horizontal tail parts and front fuselage interiors. I cleaned 

up all the fuselage and wing parts and started test fitting them. The fuselage halves need a fair bit of work to 

get them to mate closely, particularly the radome area, spine and lower fuselage – in fact, most of it. I also had 

to enlarge and clean the slots that take the wings. I assembled the main wheel wells in the upper wing parts at 

this point, ensuring a good fit with the lower wing which I assembled later. Although I got the parts to fit OK 

and in apparently the right place, I am not sure I got the right parts into the appropriate wing; the instructions 

(page 6, step 18) are not that clear, just showing part numbers in pairs, e.g. 65(64) so the modeller is left to 

assume 65 fits the starboard wing (as illustrated) and 64 fits the port wing. However, the edges of the side 

walls are bevelled to fit the inside curvature of the wing and after I had fitted them, the bevel did not fit the 

curvature, which makes me suspect I got it wrong. However, once assembled, it doesn’t show, but be careful 

and check this part of the assembly carefully. 

Having completed that task, I then painted and constructed the cockpit which was fairly straightforward. I use 

Revell Matt 9 Anthracite Black paint for the cockpit interior as it’s an ideal colour, then Humbrol Matt 33 or 

Satin 85 for instrument panels. The etch seat belts need painting and look the business when fitted. When it 

came to fitting the cockpit tub, I had real problems because the fuselage halves would not close over the 

inserted part. I couldn’t see what the cause was, so I cut a couple of grooves in the coming to take the 

instrument panel which didn’t make much difference. I then noticed the base of the cockpit appeared to be 

wider at the front than at the back so assumed that might be the cause and duly cut too much plastic off the 
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front part of the base which only made more work. I then had to add a couple of bits of plastic card to widen it 

again. I did eventually get it to fit without actually finding the cause. Some more test-fitting of the cockpit tub 

and the wheel bay roof part went OK, so I sprayed the wheel bay Alclad Dark Aluminium along with the other 

wheel bays parts which had been fitted to the upper wings. I started to assemble the fuselage carefully, in 

sections, from the rear, leaving each section clamped and untouched while the Liquid Poly cured. The fuselage 

assembled reasonably well with this method until it came to closing the section in front of the cockpit. It just 

wouldn’t close and stick, so in the end I had to use CYA and a couple of clamps. Even with all the sanding and 

test fitting, there were several areas of the fuselage which ended up with a hairline surface crack showing 

which had to be filled and sanded. I fitted a 10gram weight in the nose, using Araldite Quick to stick the lump 

of lead to the top of the wheel well part. With that done I assembled the wings halves and cleaned up the 

joints once dry. 

 

Photo 5 – No fuselage bulges on AEW3 and no wing strengthening plates visible either. 

 

Before attaching the wings, I decided the fit the exhaust shrouds because it would be even more difficult to do 

once the wings were in place, as the shrouds have to be fitted between the wing and the radome, and there is 

little space to spare here. Therein lays the next problem. The instructions are wrong and it took me a while to 

work out what the problem was. TIP: Get a sharp pencil and write the part numbers on the components of 

the shrouds and exhausts. The sprues do not have any part numbers on them, so the diagrams on page 2 will 

have to be used to identify all parts. Referring to the parts diagram and the instructions on page 8, step 21: 

1. The shroud parts. Drawing shows parts 16 + 17 on the port (left) side, parts 15 + 14 on the starboard 

(right) side. This is wrong. It should be 16 + 17 on the starboard side with 15 + 14 on the port side.  

2. The exhaust parts. Drawing shows part 51 + 44 and 43 + 52. This is wrong. It should be 51 + 52 and 43 

+ 44. 

It took me a while to work out the best method to assemble these parts and get them to fit.  

I assembled the exhaust parts after thinning the trailing edges. Gluing the shroud parts together first and then 

trying to fit them is very difficult because they have to taper to fit the fuselage and it has to be done before the 

glue sets. I would not recommend using superglue; there is no room for a mistake. The method I used was to fit 

the upper part of the shroud to the fuselage using Liquid Poly and before it sets, fit the lower part, ensuring 

they line up and then run LP into the joint, quickly making any minor adjustments. I then checked the exhaust 

will fit inside the shroud, but I didn’t glue it at this point and removed it to leave the shroud to dry. Repeat 

with other side. The joints can be cleaned up and internals painted when set.  
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I then fitted the fuselage front end ready to take the propeller assembly and cleaned up the joint with the 

fuselage. It was quite a good fit but need some filler and sanding to blend it in with the fuselage. Once that was 

done I gave the parts another thin coat of primer to check all was acceptable.  

The wings attached OK with just a little filler required to make a clean joint. Before fitting the horizontal tail 

planes I test fitted the stabilisers to ensure an easy assembly once the tail planes were fitted and set. The 

horizontal tail planes were a little more difficult to fit as they are simply a butt joint requiring a 90
0 

angle with 

the vertical fin, so the fuselage needs to be held on its side while the tail plane sets at the correct angle before 

repeating the other side. Once this process was complete and fully set (after 24 hours), I fitted the stabilisers 

and despite my best previous efforts to ensure a good fit, a little filler and sanding was required to complete it. 

Again, it is essential to get the stabilisers at 90
0 

to the horizontal tail plane. 

The wing lights were installed at this point. Another “didn’t fit very well” part. After carefully enlarging the cut-

outs to take the clear parts, I then had to file the clear parts to make them flush with the wing and then polish 

with micromesh grades 1800 – 8000 and then paint a coat of clear to finish. 

Whilst waiting for the wings and tail parts to set in place, I had painted and assembled the propeller parts. The 

front prop assembly went together very well, but the rear prop needed a fair bit of work as the back plate 

(part 79) would not fit flush into the front part (80), so I had to reduce the thickness of the central hub of the 

blades (part 18) and also remove a small amount of plastic from the centre of the back plate (part 79). I also 

applied the decals to the blades and discovered how thin the Techmod printed decals are. They will fold up 

into a mess faster than you could utter an expletive. 

With the major construction completed, I rigged a temporary “undercarriage” from sprue, fixed in place with 

PVA, and used the slot intended for the arrestor hook to fit a piece of sprue at the tail end. This is merely to aid 

the painting process and avoid breaking off undercarriage parts which I always fit once the painting is 

completed. The wheel wells were filled with tissue paper and sealed with Maskol which also helps to keep the 

sprue u/c in place. I painted the cockpit coaming and fitted the canopy, masked it with Parafilm and sprayed 

Humbrol 33 Matt Black.  

 

 

  
Photo 6 – Ready to paint Photo 7 Wheeled and Sealed 

 

Part 2 “Painting and Decorating” will follow soon. 
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COUGAR 6X6 MRAP VEHICLE, MENG 1/35   PART 2 
BY KARL SCAMMELL 

Part 1 covered the initial build of the lower hull and cabins. This article continues, covering the assembly of the 

hull. 

UPPER HULL ASSEMBLY 

The first task was to spray the internal surfaces of the upper hull. Two colours were used, light sand (mixed as 

before) for the side walls and tan 

for the roof. Once this was 

complete, attaching items such as 

the air conditioning unit, roof 

lights and a variety of attachments 

in the roof gun aperture. I decided 

then to spray the majority of the 

external surfaces of the upper hull 

with an initial base coat of ‘light 

sand’, prior to attaching the 

window glass. 

The windows consisted of a 

‘double glazed’ assembly with a 

clear inner Perspex window 

attached to the hull and the green 

outer window attached to the box 

sections which were then mounted 

to the hull. 

JOINING OF THE UPPER/LOWER HULLS 

The joining of the two hulls was the most significant challenge faced with this model. Although the fit around 

the front end of the two hulls was good and presented no significant issues, the rear section proved to be a 

different story.  

There was a slight mismatch 

between the hulls, not helped by 

the fact that the upper hull sides 

were slightly flexible and had a 

tendency to sit inside the lower 

hull instead of on top of it. Initially, 

I tried using ‘Superglue’ to adhere 

the two hulls together, the rational 

being that it would quickly cure 

therefore less time would be 

needed to hold the hulls together. 

Whilst this approach, worked 

reasonably well for the front 

section because the fit was a lot 

tighter, for the rear section this did 

not prove to be successful, due to 

the fit being a lot looser.  

 

Roof aperture internal view showing detail. 

 

Upper/lower hulls and rear wall joined. 
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Therefore, the rear section was joined together using a combination of ‘poly cement’/superglue and a lot of 

holding. Due to the size of the combined hulls, clamps were not really an option and tape was not strong 

enough. After approximately an hour of applying adhesive and holding; the two hulls were joined together. I 

then left the hull for a couple of hours to allow the joints to further harden 

Next came the task of attaching the rear wall to the hull assembly. For this to fit easily, it is reliant on the 

previous operation of joining the upper and lower hulls to be perfect. In reality, this is going to be difficult to 

achieve so therefore attaching the rear wall can also be a problem depending on the previous operation. In my 

case, some minor filing was required to the hull assembly, so that the rear wall fit was reasonably good. In 

addition, a very small amount of filler was used to fill a gap between the rear wall and the hull assembly in one 

corner. 

I then left the model for 24 hours to allow all the glue joints to fully harden. After this I then lightly rubbed 

down the joints to remove any excess glue, followed by spraying a further light top coat to the seams.  

ATTACHING ADDITIONAL HULL PARTS 

Now the hull was one piece, miscellaneous parts such as the fenders, sensors, searchlights, storage lockers and 

the exhaust could be attached. No significant issues were found in assembling and attaching the fenders. 

Where multiple components were 

required to produce a sensor etc, these 

were treated as sub-assemblies. In each 

case the components were assembled, 

sprayed and then glued into the final 

position on the hull. 

Next came the exhaust assembly, which I 

had the most concerns about in terms of 

the fit. The exhaust assembly runs from 

the rear right hand side of the engine 

compartment, up and over the driver’s 

door, then above the right hand rear 

windows, terminating just above the rear 

wall. This assembly consisted of six 

separate components which all had to 

line up for the exhaust to fit correctly, hence my concerns.  

An additional heat shield is supplied as a photo etched 

part. This shield is formed using a supplied mould, 

again very impressive.  The concerns regarding the 

attaching the exhaust assembly proved unfounded.  

The exhaust assembly proved to be very easy to fit 

into position, again testament to the quality of the kit. 

 

Part 3 should cover the fitting of the doors, upper 

turret and finishing. 

 

 

Front right fender with attached air filter. 

 

View showing front exhaust section. Note additional 

heat shield above door. 
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THE AIRFIX 1930 4.5 LITRE BENTLEY 
BY STEVE LIDSTONE  

The Airfix 1/12 scale 1930 Blower Bentley has been 

around for quite a long time, I know there are a few more 

kicking around club members' hoards and store rooms 

but I haven't yet spoken to anyone who's actually built 

one.  It's an impressive looking model at first glance, but 

closer examination reveals that the moulds have 

definitely seen better days, and you don't need to get 

very far into the building process before you realise 

you're going to spend a lot of time filling and filing. 

I'm not going to fill this article with all the gory details of 

the build, so far I've just followed the instructions and deviated from the master plan only to add HT leads and 

petrol pipes which Airfix didn't provide and file down a lot of ridges and fill a lot of gaps that Airfix did provide. 

So, for those of you that like blow by blow accounts of the build, here's a quick pictorial summary of the story 

so far. 

 

The engine, supercharger and fuel tank assembled and painted ready for assembly.  The 

rear of the chassis is just visible.  Note the HT leads made of thin wire painted black, 

Airfix didn't feel able to descend to that level of detail. 

 

The chassis and engine with transmission and rear axle attached 
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Rear wheels offered up for size, beginning to look vaguely car shaped now] 

Notably the kit includes very little in the way of pipes and wires, which at that scale are quite obvious by their 

absence.  Quite a lot of scratch built detail is going to be needed methinks. 

Needless to say following the rather basic Airfix painting instructions to the letter would just make an 

expensive model look like a cheap toy, so I started gathering pictures of real Bentleys to see what they really 

look like.  Of course the problem is that the only contemporary pictures are monochrome and all the colour 

pictures are of the restored cars as they are today (or of models, and there are a lot of really good ones out 

there, sometimes it's difficult to tell the difference).  But pretty well all of the models represent the present 

day restored vehicles, which is not necessarily what they looked like in 1930. 

Looking at the big chromed radiator surround in 

the kit, and figuring out how I was going to get it 

off the sprue without introducing ugly blemishes 

on the edges, I started wondering if they really 

would have lavished that amount of chrome on 

a racing car.  So I started to look for 

contemporary images, and found that, 

considering how iconic this car has become, 

there are surprisingly few of them around. 

For some reason the Blower Bentley has 

become the icon of Bentley's brief dominance of 

the Le Mans 24 hour race, even though it didn't 

actually reach the finish.  The car was the 

brainchild of Sir Henry “Tim” Birkin.  Birkin had 

been one of the Bentley drivers in the previous 

years and when it became clear that serious 

opposition was to expected from Mercedes Benz in the 1930 race he went to the company with a plan to 

supercharge the 4.5 litre engine.  Boss man W.O.Bentley rejected the idea of adding a supercharger, preferring 

instead to add two more cylinders and a couple of litres to the normally aspirated engine. 

Birkin was not deterred and found a rich lady willing to finance his idea.  He built two supercharged 4.5 litre 

cars as a private venture.  The Airfix model is based on the one co-driven by Birkin himself in the race, No. 9, 

registration number UU 5872.  This car's only claim to fame was that, with Birkin at the wheel, it set the fastest  

 

UU 5872, the car Airfix based their model on, as it is today.  

According to the caption this is “as raced at Le Mans”, but 

contemporary pictures don't quite bear that out 
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lap of the race.  In the end neither of 

the blower Bentleys finished, while 

the 6.5 litre unblown works cars 

proved Mr Bentley right by finishing 

first and second. 

Practically every depiction of the car 

around today, including the restored 

vehicle itself, shows the number 9 

and the Union Flag painted on the 

side. 

So the Airfix model looks pretty 

similar to the present day state of UU 

5872, the only noticeable difference 

being the absence of the stone guard over the model's carburettors. 

 

UU5872 during the Le Mans race with Birkin at the wheel.  Yes, this picture really was taken during the race, 

spectator safety wasn't a significant priority in those days.] 

Well, the old photograph above answered my original question, they really did have a big shiny chrome 

radiator surround.  In addition the carburettor stone guard is clearly visible.  What is less visible is the Union 

Flag, the Le Mans cars didn't have that embellishment, also notice the lower positioning of the two horns and 

the rather creative remodelling of the rear mudguard. 

  

One of the real heroes of the race, this works Bentley finished 

second.  Just imagine asking today's pit crews to work in those 

conditions 

Birkin working to change a shredded rear tyre, this must have 

been taken before the other photograph because the right rear 

mudguard is still roughly the right shape 

 

A detail from the Airfix box, note the Union Flag on the side and no 

stone guard over the carburettors 



 

 

25 

The damage to both rear mudguards tells us quite a lot about the car's handling, but then I guess if you put 

aviation technology into the engine and use the suspension geometry from a stagecoach you shouldn't be 

surprised by a tendency to oversteer. 

So, none of the Le Mans Bentleys in 1930 carried the Union Flag on the door, whereas pretty well every 

depiction of one since then does. A bit more searching revealed a photo from the French Grand Prix at Pau 

later that year.  Birkin is driving a blower Bentley, we can't be sure which one, stripped of all its lights and 

mudguards and now carrying the racing number 18 and a Union Flag.  Birkin finished second in this race, 

providing some consolation for his early exit from Le Mans. 

 

Birkin's stripped down blower Bentley during the 1930 French Grand Prix at Pau.  This appears to be the 

earliest picture of one of these cars with a Union Flag on the door 

So here I am with a dilemma, do I finish the model like the picture on the box, like the present day restored 

vehicle, like the car that started at Le Mans, or maybe as it raced at Pau ?  Is it better to be historically accurate 

or go with popular myth ?  

 

The jury's still out on that question. 
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SKYBIRDS AND THE BIRTH OF 1/72 SCALE.   

BY WILL BOOTH 

Before Airfix there was Frog Penguins, but before that there were Skybirds.  These were the first commercial 

models in 1/72 scale.  The designer of the kits was James Hay Stevens and he was only 19 when a local toy 

entrepreneur employed him to create a range of model planes.  These were Skybirds and sold in their many 

thousands and a club called the Skybirds League formed, this club was huge compared to the IPMS. 

The kits consisted of a hardwood fuselage and wings with celluloid (white) or later fibreboard (red) tail 

feathers.  Initially wheels and such like were turned brass but later the details were in white metal.  Struts 

varied, sometimes wire or stampings.  There was also a range of figures, buildings and vehicles so you could 

create a whole model aero drone.   

The earliest kits were released in 1932 and reflected the air age being 

mostly up to date civil and GA types.  First World War aircraft followed 

and as the storm clouds gathered military types predominated.  The 

company was bombed out of its London base during the Blitz, but kept 

going until toy production was prohibited.  Post war the company was 

resurrected briefly, only issuing a couple of planes, but was just a 

corporate vehicle to obtain materials in those regulated and austerity 

times (sounds familiar?). 

I bought a box of old solid models off "that" website recently, on the 

basis that one of the wrecks in the photo looked like a Skybird.  Obviously I was well-chuffed to find at least 

five, as well as some other period scratch builds.  All need heavy restoration but have a period charm.  The 

Skybirds I have are the Spitfire, Hurricane, Tomahawk and Mig-3, which was the last model by the original 

company.  There was also a second spitfire unfinished that shows the construction.  
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FROG CHANCE VOUGHT CORSAIR  
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

I bought this bagged 1970s 

Frog kit at the Farnborough 

show a couple of weeks ago 

as I just liked it, mainly 

because it had a great 

illustration on the header 

card of a FAA Corsair taking 

off from HMS Formidable. 

Nick Burden promptly 

commented that the thing 

was probably made of 

Bakelite and not worth 

building!! Well the gauntlet 

was laid down so as a point of 

honour it had to be built. 

The kit dates, I would think, 

from about 1974 and 

represents a Corsair IV with 

markings for 1842 Sqn HMS Formidable 1945 and a F4U -1D of No 2 Support Unit Wing Royal New Zealand Air 

Force 1945.  Later examples of this kit? Were sold by Frog in boxes and the kit was later re-issued later still by 

Novo. For me the bagged kit has the most attractive illustration of the prototype and I am going to keep the 

packaging for this reason. 

 After some heart searching 

I opened the packaging 

carefully bending back the 

staples so as to not damage  

the header card, I really did 

not want to do this as I 

found the whole kit so 

appealing but I stole myself 

to this as, after all, it had 

only cost me £3.00 and was 

intended to be built. Inside 

the parts were undamaged 

after 40+ years in a poly bag 

and were nicely moulded 

with fine raised panel lines 

and not a rivet in sight!! In 

its day, I would say that the 

Frog kit was probably the best model available of a Corsair, certainly better than the Airfix kit and I think it has 

the edge on the Matchbox kit, though this is of a later marquee. Obviously, more models of the Corsair by 

Hasegawa, Tamiya, Italieri, Heller and Hobby boss have come along since then and these are undoubtedly 

better due to improved technology and research but this old Frog kit certainly has something. 

 The build was straight forward; the parts fitted together exceptionally well though the fixing method for the 

wings gave me some angst but I got them on after a bit of a fiddle and they look like they are in the correct 

position! The undercarriage unit s assembly was slightly bizarre, but worked and the method for fitting the 

wheels (Trimming the undercarriage leg to fit) was archaic and typically Frog. However, other than a tad of 
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filler in the wing roots, the fit of the parts was perfect but that is probably because this kit was an early 

example and the moulds had not worn too much at that point. 

I finished the model as the New Zealand Air Force option. The model was sprayed in Halfords white primer and 

I then carefully painted the grey over the top using Humbrol enamel. To get the appropriate colour I carefully 

dry brushed a lighter grey across the whole model which brought out the highlights and panel lines as well as 

imparting a weathered look. 

Once dry the model was coated 

with Johnsons clear and the 

decals applied. Despite some 

reservations the decals went on 

perfectly and showed no signs of 

discolouration despite being 40 

years old. I have found this 

before, Frog decals of this period 

are okay even forty years on!! 

The canopy was also dipped into 

the clear and again this came out 

to my complete satisfaction. The 

only modification I made to the 

kit was to include a resin pilot’s 

seat from the spares box as I did 

not want to include the pilot 

figure provided that seems to 

come from the jet age!! 

After a fair bit of touching up the paint and general fettling the model was complete and I was very happy with 

the result. I would say that this is the best kit I have built this year and everything went perfectly with it, which 

is far from the case usually. I am sure not many of you will build this great little kit but if you get the chance I 

think it is worth the effort. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater 

for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we 

often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also 

attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just 

come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see the last page for 

details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB DIARY 2015 

2015 

October 21
st

   Club Night October 24
th

 Yeovilton Autumn Show (TBC) 

November 4
th

  

November 18
th

 

Club Night Extra  

Annual Competition 

November 7
th

 / 8
th 

November 19
th

  

Scale ModelWorld 2015 

Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 

December 2
nd

  

December 16
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday October  21
st

       (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 

Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 

Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Treasurer  Steve Edwards  

Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Paul Adams 

Karl Scammell 

Russel Eden 

Nick Burden 

Nigel Robins  

Steve Lidstone 

Will Booth 

Richard Parkhurst 

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information thus 

expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the club 

as a whole.  

Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2015 
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