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OCTOBER 2017 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to our October issue of the magazine. 

We are racing headlong toward the Scale Modelworld show as we get into mid October, now just weeks away. 
As far as I’m aware, those that are going have booked accommodation and plans for the set up on Friday are 
well underway. Models of larger scale Typhoons appear to be on target for our restoration awareness display. 
Tony met with Richard Spreckley from the Tangmere Sector club at Bovington, who are also displaying a number 
of Typhoons as part of the exhibit. The display will also feature some actual parts from a Typhoon (let’s hope it’s 
not an engine) to bolster what promises to be a big attraction to visitors to the table. I have taken delivery of 
two new display cloths which will eventually replace our well used logo’d cloths. This year they will be used to 
help cover the addition 6 foot we have. 

I’d like to use the column to thank a few members who stepped in to assist with the early meeting this month. 
Both Tony and I were tied up with work matters and both arrived late that evening. A flurry of messages two 
days before via Facebook soon organised Luke, Will and Mark who undertook to sort out teas and coffees, 
opening up, table layout and the taking of subs. I arrived about 45 minutes into the 2 hour meeting to find all 
was well, and a great number of happy modellers were chatting away and enjoying the evening. Small things 
like this are gratefully appreciated as it allows for an uninterrupted meeting for the rest of the members going. 
Thank you guys, great job.  

This past month has been a little expensive for me. After a drought of new kits to but this year, a few new 
releases appeared on the horizon which just had to be added to the stash. First off, an addition to the Star Wars 
Bandai kit collection with the addition of the 1/72nd TIE Striker (Rogue One) and a jaw dropping 1/12th Model 
Factory Hiro 1970 Porsche 917K which has been my most expensive kit purchased to date. You can find out how 
much that cost yourselves! I’ve also pre-ordered a new Tamiya GT3 Mercedes race car, due for delivery in 
November. To top it off, I bagged a 1/48th Tamiya Lancaster kit from eBay last weekend. Two issues here…where 
the heck am I going to build and store two large scale models, and where am I going to put them before I build 
them. My model room is at capacity. Despite that I’m still after a 1/32nd Tamiya Mosquito….! 

I had confirmation via a conversation with Steve Edwards that the items removed from the fridge in July were 
done so by Martin Hatley. Apparently, a hall user needed the fridge, removed our stuff and left it all out on the 
side. Mr Hatley then ditched the burgers and milk as they had gone off. The cans of drink are in another fridge. 
So much for common sense. We’ll not make that mistake next year. Talking of which, the hall is secured for our 
third annual show, July 14th 2018.         

Keep enjoying our wonderful hobby… 

Paul 

Club President 

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. 
We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where 
we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. 
We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby 
or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see 
the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 

file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS  

ROGER DOSWELL 

I wrote last month about the sad passing of Roger, I have been contacted by Roger’s sister about the 
arrangements for the Memoral  Event to take place at the Camrose Clubhouse, Basingstoke Town FC.  
at 1pm on Sunday 29th October 2017 in Celebrating the Life of Roger who sadly passed away on 14th 
August 2017. 

This will be a celebration of his life and a chance for all Rogers Family and Friends to catch up and 
remember him through the years, there is no dress code and refreshments are available.  

The family asks to please bring along any photos or memories of Roger you may have. 

There will be a collection Box for donations to St Michaels Hospice, Basingstoke in Lieu of flowers 
should you wish to donate. 
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TANK MOD SATURDAY OCTOBER 7TH BOVINGTON TANK MUSEUM  
PAUL ADAMS 

I’d been looking forward to this show ever since we last visited 
in February, particularly as the new Tiger display wasn’t quite 
ready for visitors when we were there. This is the 4th autumn 
event we’ve done and this year we topped our attendance 
record with 10 displaying club members!   

My day started with a journey to Tony’s house for 07:00, and 
then a quick hop around the corner to collect Steve. As Luke 
had kindly taken the display gear, we had room in the car for a 
comfortable 50 minute drive into Dorset. The weather was 
none too great as we travelled down, but it still didn’t deter he 
hoardes of visitors once the doors had opened. 

Out pitch was in the Churchill suite, perfectly situation just off 
of the corridor leading past the Fury exhibit and into the 
Tamiya hall. We had booked 18 foot with power so we could 
used the LED lighting to enhance the models just a touch more. 
With so many modellers on hand there was a great selection 
of genres to view. Richard brought his Nimitz along, sure to 
draw a crowd all day.  

After a swift waist enhancing breakfast at 09:00 we made our way back to the table, to find no one in 
attendance!! Given the value of the models on display, gear stuffed under the table, and the Lin Smith 

kits for sale near the door, we were lucky to 
emerge unscathed. The halls quickly filled with 
visitors and soon we were into the swing of the 
day. I scouted around the traders (all located in 
the new hall) in the vain search for a cheap 
1/32 Mossie kit. I bumped into Shane Price (Les 
Garagistes) who was visting the event for the 
day. A discussion ensued which lasted the best 
part of an hour! I made my way back to the 
table for a rest and coffee break. Earlier, Tony 
had declared         “ I’m not buying any kits 
today”…..he came back with his first kit around 
11:00am…1/48th Tamiya armour if I recall. 
Around 3:30pm he arrived with another kit 

after promising we was just visiting the toilet. Enter one 1/48th Tamiya F-14 Tomcat. Somewhat 
suspiciuosly just after, he asked us to sponsor him on a ‘walk’ he was doing on Sunday.  

The show certainly seemed busier than in previous years, helped I guess by the ever growing 
popularity of these display events. I noted earlier in the day that the 1/5th armour tank guys were 
outside for this show, not great consdiering the weather wasn’t playing ball before lunch. Around the 
tables there were some cracking models to see,  plenty to sift through at the smaller trade tables, and 
plenty of high prices to scoff at with the larger traders. There were of course bargains to be had, if you 
were so inclined. My search for a cheap Mossie kit drew to a close quickly, only to be succeeded by a 
search for a Tamiya ’Tilly’ kit. I found one at £15 only to be offered one by Mark Husband in exchange 
for a few latte’s another day. I couldn’t argue with that, so my £15 stayed in my pocket. Thanks Mark. 
So, I didn’t buy anything, which was welcome given my recent expenditure (see a message from the 
President!). 
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Mark’s Quad Gun display benefits 
from a new base…. 

 

Russell’s ridiculously large M61A5 
main battle tank drew a lot of 

interest… 

Chris Phillips bought along his newly 
complete Scammel transporter in 

1/72nd… 

Back at the table, we had many stopping by for a glance and a chat about our work. Richard’s Nimitz 
drew admiring stares all day, as did many of the other models on show.  Overall it was a great day, 
spent socialising with fellow modellers, gazing at some lovely models, and feeling somewhat in awe 
of the new Tiger display. The Elefant is quite something.   

Rumours are circulating that next years show are to be two day events. We’ll keep you posted. 

  

  

A few highlights from the show; As you can imagine, there was a lot of armour on show, most of which was seriously good. 
The V1 diorama was on the Southampton table. The winter Tiger was the work of the Modelling Militia who had a great 

stand. The white finshed Metoer caught my eye as it was very subtly done. Sadly I miseed the hall were the Tangmere Sector 
club was, as there were some great models on their table.  
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PHOTO EVENING  

We held another photo session during the September main meeting. This however nearly went awry when I 
realised I forgot to bring the stands for the side lights! In addition, the overhead light boom is broken and will 
need repair before it’s used again. Some hasty adaptation meant we at least had side lights, even one near ly 
made its way to the floor at one point. Thanks to everyone who took the trouble to bring along their work. It 
wasn’t my best performance from behind the lens, but I’ve still managed to capture some quality images for 
future use.    

 

Rob Lyttle’s 1/48th Sabre… 

 

Tony’s Airfix 1/72nd B17 G 
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Karl’s Six day War Diorama… 

 

Keith’s 1/35th US Tractor 



 
 

8 

 

Keith’s 1/48th MK9 Spitfire… 

 

 

Len Crone’s rather large gun… 
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Dave’s 1/35th Cromwell 

 

Andy James Afghan Diorama… 
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Malcolm’s 1/35th ‘Leaky’ Dirama… 

 

Malcolm’s Leopold Rail Gun… 
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Malcolm’s 1/72nd North Africa Diorama….  

 

Russell’s Itasha’d Nissan Silvia 
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Russells Girls Und Panzer….she wants me! 

 

Russell’s fantasy river boat diorama… 
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TAMIYA 1/48TH MOSQUITO FB MKIV (PART 2)  
PAUL ADAMS  

So, progress this month. Well, it’s not been a particularly productive few weeks! It wasn’t until I began 
writing this second article did I realise I’m someway behind my target for mid October…  

Work continued on the cockpit, where I added some further detail and refinement. I say refinement, 
just more detail really…oh and weathering! First off I added a seat belt set – these items were part of 
the Eduard colour etch zoom set for the MKIV, which I can highly recommend. The belts were very 
easy to assemble, just a few straps and buckles to glue on once the belts were in place on the seats. 
Everything being secured with cyano.  I also added the kit parts to the cockpit floor, all fitting 
beautifully and weathered in place. The fueslage walls needed some finishing too. After seeing 
Richards stripped down bomber version, I felt I could add a little more wiring. After adding the 
remaining controls from the kit, the wiring on the starboard side was painted in with Tamiya XF4, 
yellow green. 

   

Three views of the cockpit section. Whilst a little sparse on detail, it does paint up to be a reasonable representation of the 
aircrafts ‘office’. Helped by some aftermarket seat belts, cabling for the radio gear and careful painting and weathering. 

The cables are made from solder, painted with Mr Hobby flat black. Those guns upfront are from Master Models. 

I added throttle control rods using some 1mm wire which tucked in through gap between the pilots 
seat and the wall. These were toned down with some AK wash. I painted up the navigators transmitter 
and receiver and added wires made from thin solder (perfect for the job) and tie downs made 
from….Tamiya tape. These were painted with Tamiya enamel titanium silver, followed by a wash the 
blend everything in a little. Next up was the forward machine gun pod, housed in the nose, it creates 
the classic 4 gun look I so love about this aircraft. I had purchased some Master Models machined 
barrels, which include turned guns for the lower 4 and the pitot tube seen on the tail. The quality of 
these items is outstanding, and well worth the money in my opinion.  After cutting off the kit guns, 
0.4mm holes were carefully drilled, ensuring they were central. The fit was fine, a good interference 
fit, meaning no glued required. I airbrushed these with Humbrol gun metal, and fitted them into place. 
These will be left on for painting the main fuselage and touched up as needed.   I must say how pleased 
I was with the cockpit – a part of the build that doesn’t get seen much by the viewer, but offers much 
in the way of satisfying modelling for the builder.   

 

The cockpit shortly after being glued into place 

for the final time. Whilst a lot of the detail won’t 

be seen by most viewers, I think practicing on 

smaller projects such as this helps for larger 

builds I have planned. The yellow cable was 

made from fuse wire and painted with Tamiya 

yellow green, XF4. The retaining straps were 

simply Tamiya tape painted with Tamiya 

enamel titanium silver…later it was given a 

gentle wash to tone it down a touch. This view 

shows the rear panel to the cockpit, simply 

painted up and drybrushed to highlight the 

detail on it. Overall, this was a very enjoyable 

part of the biuld.   
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Before glueing the cockpit in, I test fitted it to the port side fuselage…just to ensure nothing would foul the fit. 

This view shows the addition parts from the Eduard zoom set which proved invaluable to improving the detail 

which Tamiya left out.  

The green is a bit dark to an RAF interiro green, but I’ve seen many RAF builds done using the Tamiya 

Interior green, and, I think it looks fine. Weathering was all done with Tamiya brown and black accent wash, 

and a little AK wash (engine grime) around some detail areas.   

The time was approaching when I could glue the fuselage halves together, a big moment in any aircraft 
build! One final test fit to ensure it all lined up properly (it’s Tamiya, why wouldn’t it?) – read into that, 
have I buggered something up!? The fueslage was clamped around the cockpit using some new clamps 
I purchased at the Avon show, and Mr Hobby Mr Cement was flowed along the joints slowly sealing 
the two halves together. I used the eaxct same technique Tony demo’d a few years ago when building 
the He219 group project. The glue melts the plastic and forms a  bead of plastic which acts as a filler. 
Mostly. There were some gaps, about 5 which I filled with Mr Hobby Mr White Putty  - another 
excellent product.  

The next day I offered up the wings. When I last built an aircraft kit (Tamiya Beaufighter) I recall having 
no wing root gaps, but on this one, there were some, about 1mm wide.  I sought a solution as I thought 
it must be something I did wrong. After much headscratching and expert advice from Tony (“did you 
put the wings on the right way around?!”) I settled on the fact that I couldn’t cure the gap, so, they 
were glued on, and more Mr White putty was used, this time with the help of Mr Hobby levelling 
thinner which smoothed the filler into the gaps, lessening the need for sanding. I needed  a  few 
applications of the putty, but all was well shortly after.  

  

The fuselage halves bonded together. The was a bit of a squeeky bum time as I was concentrating on not 
misaligning anything that would cause me more work down the line. The clamps were from Little Cars…just 

£3.00 each.  
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Cleaning up the filler was easy – sanding sticks in three grades made short work of it, and as there are 
no panel lines to worry about, no rescribing either! I glued on the forward cowling that encloses the 
machine guns, and the nose. The fit was perfect. The rear control surfaces were glued on, no issues 
here other than I failed to get them on level (spotted by Richard at the early meeting this month!) – 
so after some dubiuos removal of said parts, they were reattached correctly. Phew! 

  

Mind the gap! Bizarre as it may seem…there was a wing root gap on a Tamiya kit! No amount of tweeking 
solved the issue, so Mr Hobby putty was used to fill it. Some filler can also be seen on the fuselage too. It 

dries not a quick as I’d like but sands down easily. 

To date, I’ve prepared the wheels/tyres by adding weighted flats to them and bult two 225kg bombs. Bloomin’ 
heavy they were… One final thing I completed this month, assembly of the under carriage legs. I decided to add 
some brake lines after seeing them on a model in an early TMMI. Well worth the effort. Incidently, one leg had 
a broken axle, so both were replaced with some aluminium tubing, which will be added after painting is 
complete. This offers an easier path for painting as the instructions call for the wheels to be sandwiched 
inbetween the legs.   

So, another enjoyable few hours spent on this beautiful aircraft. More next month.     

FULL METAL DEMON NISSAN GT-R 
LEE GILBERT 

We’ve all been there. You’re modelling away quite happily on a particular subject for a while and then 
for some reason, all enthusiasm for that subject just disappears! This is the case for me at the moment 
with doing bikes (much to Paul’s resentment!). However, as we all know, sometimes when this 
happens, it’s best to take a break from the subject in question and try something new or different. 
Luckily I have another subject which I can call upon and which I haven’t diverged in for some time, so 
it seemed like a good opportunity to revive it. I am of course referring to Itasha, i.e. covering cars in 
lots of crazy images and logos!  
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The car chosen for this project was a 1/24 scale Aoshima Nissan GT-R R35 V-Spec, whilst the decal set 
was by Good Smile Racing and was taken from an anime series called ‘Full Metal Demon.’ As I normally 
do with an Itasha Car, I decided to start with the bodywork. Once everything was removed from the 
sprues and cleaned up with a scalpel, the whole body was airbrushed with Zero’s excellent grey 
primer, around 3 light coats overall, as well as the mirrors and the rear spoiler. Once dry and hardened, 
the body parts were given a couple of light coats of Tamiya TS-40 Metallic Black, which has a nice 
metal flake look to it. The paint was left to harden for about a week, after which it was then given a 
couple of light coats of gloss, and then it was time for the difficult part; the decals!  

This particular decal set had two big side decals which run almost the entire length of the body of the 
car! They would require quite a bit of solution, plus the hairdryer and several cuts around the rear 
quarter panels to get them on properly. I started with the left side, and once the big side decal was 
finally in place, I decided to leave the rest for another time, so I could let my eyes recover and my 
sanity return (or what little remained!)!  

  

All the other smaller decals were added a few days later. Once again, having allowed my eyes and 
mind to recover, it was time to do the other side (oh joy!).  

After about 3-4 weeks, the decals were finally done, much to my relief! Once the gloss had been 
applied over the top, the result was quite spectacular! In many ways it was a welcome relief to finally 
crack on with the rest of the kit, which was a breeze in comparison to the headache inducing decals! 
The chassis and suspension parts were all primed and sprayed flat black, and once dry, the chassis was 
assembled. The interior parts were next. I glued the seats together and assembled the steering 
column. All the parts were then primed and sprayed X-18 semi gloss black. Once dry, the interior could 
then be assembled and completed. Then it was just a case of painting and finishing the smaller details 
such as the lights, mirrors etc., and then the body was fitted to the chassis. All the smaller parts were 
then carefully added and a touch of exhaust smoke was lightly airbrushed on either side, using some 
thinned flat black, and she was done!  
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I have to say that these newer Aoshima kits are very good, almost on a par with Tamiya, albeit not 
quite as accurate, but then that’s missing the point with an Itasha Car! Overall though, I am very 
pleased with the finished project and all the work with the decals was definitely worth it!  

As we speak, I’m already working on my next Itasha project. I really must be mad!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Itasha’d 1/24th Nissan GTR… 
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KITASTROPHIK KOGITATIONS  

GRAY SHARPLING  

A (hopefully) regular monthly column 

So far, I am managing to keep to my self-imposed promise, and write something for our esteemed 
magazine every month.  I have made a little more progress on the F-35, but it is an utter nightmare of 
a kit, fighting me every single step of the way!  I now can’t wait for it to be bloomin’-well finished so I 
can move on to something that is actually fun to build. 

 APOLOGIES…  

I must apologise for slightly confusing some of you last month.  If you downloaded an early copy of 
September’s club magazine, before the error was spotted and fixed, then you may have noticed that 
in the introduction to Kitastrophik Kogitations I referred to a build-article for my F-35 that never 
actually made it into the magazine itself.  I did honestly send the article to Tony in plenty of time.  
Admittedly it was a bit big…  So the inevitable email problems meant I never got a bounce message 
and just assumed the Word doc had arrived safely, when actually it had not.  Oh well.  Never mind.  I 
have merged last month’s unpublished build-article with another for this month into a “bumper 
article” that will hopefully appear elsewhere in this issue - after switching to alternate data-transfer 
technologies. 

 …AND ANTICIPATION  

At the time of writing, Scale Model World 2017 in Telford is just a few weeks away.  For me, this is the 
absolute high-light of my (modelling) year.  The event I most look forward to - I start to get excited 
months in advance.  I have heard that it is the largest model-show in the world; bigger even than the 
IPMS National's in the U.S. which, if true, I find both surprising and a small source of national pride.  
Or maybe that’s just me?  I only have permission from the C.O. to attend one model show a year, so 
if it’s going to be any, then it must obviously be the biggest and best - Telford. 

 
A view of just one of the three halls that are Scale Model World, Telford. 

My preparations for SMW2017 started over a year ago - I booked my hotel room for this November in 
September 2016!  I already have my hotel room booked for SMW2018.  If you want to stay in one of 
the two hotels next-door to the Telford International Centre, then that is the sort of forward-planning 
you need to do.  They’ll both probably be sold-out for next year by the time of this-year’s show. 
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Before I had permission from the C.O. to go for the whole weekend, I used to go just for one day.  
Driving up in the morning, and home again in the evening.  It was a long day, starting at about 4:30am 
on the Saturday.  I would get up, shower and be out the door by about 5:00, to be sure of getting there 
for around 8:00.  The Telford International Centre car park is full and closed by about 8:30, so the early 
start is a necessity.  Several times I tried to offer a lift to anybody else in the club who also wanted to 
go, but never had any takers (due to the early start I guess), so I just gave-up asking in the end.  Once 
there, I would find the local McDonald’s and have a leisurely breakfast before joining the queue 
around 9:00 ready for the 10:00 opening for non-IPMS members. 

Personally, I get my biggest enjoyment from seeing the club model displays, with the traders 
secondary.  When I did the show as a day-trip, then I would usually make two passes of the main show 
halls, being fairly methodical (it’s the only way!).  My first-pass was to go systematically up-and down 
every aisle, one at a time, from one end of a hall to the other, then moving on to the next hall, just 
admiring the models on the club display stands.  That’s probably a good half-day or more in itself.  
Then I made a second pass of the halls, again being systematic, but this time going round the traders.  
A third foray was to go look at the competition area models upstairs.  These are frequently so good as 
to almost put you off the hobby (“…I’ll never be that good so why do I bother…”). 

 
Overall winner of the SMW2016 model competition.  I’ll never be this good… 

These days I am an IPMS member, getting free and earlier entry to SMW, and also stay for the whole 
weekend.  This makes for a much more relaxed show overall, with no rush to try and see everything 
in one day.  So I can walk round in a more leisurely fashion, can spread things out, and spend time on 
the Romsey table talking to punters and other Romsey reprobates. 

Last year, having so many people around to man the table all weekend meant that we didn’t need to 
make any plans or rota’s, we could all wander around the show at our individual whim, and still be 
sure the table was never left un-manned.  We kept it all very laid-back, and because of that we all 
enjoyed the show much more I think.  I am hoping this year will be just as relaxed and as enjoyable.  I 
can’t wait. 

I will say that if you’ve not been to SMW in Telford before, then in my humble opinion it is definitely 
worth making the effort to go at least once.  The sheer scale of the show, with the number of clubs 
displaying, the quality of the models, and the volume & variety of stuff on sale from the traders make 
it an eye-opener for the uninitiated, that’s for sure!  There is just so much to see (and buy), then if 
you’re not prepared, modelling-sensory-overload is a distinct possibility. 
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AIRFIX 1/24 HAWKER TYPHOON MK.IB (PART 2) 
TONY ADAMS 

At the end of last month’s article I had reached an impasse, I had been planning to super detail the 
model but now due to its size considered it an excellent vehicle for my electrification project. As 

highlighted in writings about the development 
of the circuit (RM April / May 17) I had found a 
candidate for the microprocessor via Kickstarter 
but had to wait almost a year to receive it. In the 
meantime I had plenty of other modelling 
projects to get on with.  

By the time I had developed the electronics we 
had come up with the idea for the Typhoon 
display at SMW 17 which left me just 3 months 
to complete the model – I had better forget the 
supper detailing and get a wiggle on! 

 

A NEW IDEA 

By deciding to turn the propeller and add lights I felt that I needed 
to have a pilot in the cockpit, having had previously bad experience 
painting figures I approached the task with some trepidation  

The pilot figure supplied with the kit isn’t too bad, and would have 
to do as I could find any alternatives in 1/24. I cleaned up the figure 
and primed it before starting with the uniform and harness which 
went relatively easily. My worry as ever was getting the face correct, 
the figure frustratingly isn’t wearing his goggles so the face area 
exposed (he has an oxygen mask on so he wouldn’t get a “Keith” 
moustache). I had several attempts before I was kinda happy, it’s 
not competition standard but under the canopy it should look Ok. 

With the pilot figure painted my course was set, the model was 
going to be “in action” – in flight bearing down on the enemy, 
rockets at the ready – this will be different.  

THE COCKPIT 

The fact that I was now going to have the pilot sat on his 
seat which was going to obscure much of the interior, 
however I had already purchased an Eduard etch cockpit 
set , Airscale Instrument decals and cloth seatbelts. The 
seatbelts couldn’t be used with the pilot but I decided to 
still us the other parts. I enjoy adding detail even if it can’t 
be seen.  

I decided to add lighting to the cockpit to give a chance 
of seeing the detail once it was buttoned up. I found 
some neat high brightness LEDS which come prewired, a 
pack of 20 costs around £4, I ordered a set of white, red and green LEDs. With a 620R resistor in series 
these beauties provide a lot of light at 3.6V. 

 

 

The state the model was left in for a couple of years 

 

The painted pilot just about cuts 
the mustard (if you don’t look 

too close). 
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The instrument panel was painted matt black , with various coloured bezels picked out with a panbrush. The 
instrument decals from the Airscale sheet were applied to the front of clear part ( putting them behind put 

them too far back) . 

 

Once the instrument panel was assembled 
and Klear added to the decals to simulate the 
glass, I added a white plasticard diffuser to 
the back before gluing three LEDs in place. 

 

 

 
 

The LEDs were stuck to the back of the instrument panel, When powered the effect was pretty good. 

 

I posted these photos on our Facebook site ( feeling 
pleased with myself) only to be a little deflated 
when Phil Butler correctly commented that WWII 
aircraft didn’t have backlit dials , instead they had a 
lamp shining on the panel. Having checked my 
references I constructed two lamps from red LEDS 
and some heat shrink which attached to the both 
cockpit sides. So I will have historically accurate 
cockpit lightning (as well as the pretty panel 
lighting). 

 

 

 

Working red cockpit light added to the starboard 
cockpit 
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The seat was painted , and the cushion 
weathered ( not that any of it will be 

visible with the pilots bum on it) 

The Eduard etch added to the starboard control panel  
 
 

 

The added extras were applied to the cockpit framework. 

With the cockpit basically complete, I 
needed to mount the electric motor to 
the engine. There was provision for this 
using the Airfix standard DC motor but I 
wanted to use a geared motor which 
gives a speed of 600 RPM at 5V, which 
will easier to control and give a better 
scale representation.  I bored out the kit 
prop shaft to fit the motor shaft and 
constructed some frames to hold the 
motor firmly in place. 

The wires were pulled out of the rear of 
the engine and painted to hide them as 
they ran to the back of the model where 

the controller will be located. 
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The large air filter was next to be constructed, I added aftermarket radiator grills before gluing it to the frame. 

With the interior detail largely done, I started constructing the wings, which was significantly 
simplified by my decision to have the wheels up. Red and Green LEDS were added as navigation light 
and White ones for the wing searchlights. (this meant that I would be representing an early “bubble 
top” machine as the wing searchlights were deleted in later models as they tended to get broken by 
the rocket exhaust.  
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Ready to button the detail up. 

 

 

  

  

Final photo shots of the cockpit  

At was at this point that things started to go wrong, tune in next month to find out how!.  
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KITTY HAWK 1/48 LOCKHEED F-35B LIGHTNING II – PART 3  

GRAY SHARPLING  

I’m never going to touch another Kitty Hawk kit ever again.  This thing is a nightmare of bad fit and 
poor engineering.  I cannot believe this got past quality control and was released to market in its 
current state.  Almost every single part has had to be “fettled” in some way to make it fit where it’s 
supposed to!  It is certainly helping me get over my hatred of putty-ing and sanding, as I am having to 
do that a lot. 

 WEAPONS BAYS AND WHEEL WELLS 

I finally managed to push-through and finish the scratch-building of plumbing and the tiny lead-foil 
support brackets in the weapons bays and wheel wells.  Perhaps I could have done more, but I was at 
the end of my tether, and so stopped when I felt it was enough.  So first the weapons bays got glued 
into the fuselage bottom, and when set, the wheel wells followed suit.  Each needed some serious 
clamp-age to get them to sit right, but the end result was starting to look good, and certainly made 
the fuselage more study. 

 
Final scratch-built plumbing, with tiny lead-foil brackets, gets installed into the wheel wells. 

I could probably have done more, but my patience was wearing very thin by now. 
 

  
Weapons bays getting clamped in position whilst the 

glue sets. 
Weapons bays and wheel wells in position. 

Looking good so far I hope. 

 WINGS AND FINS 

With my new support tabs in place, the wings were mated to the fuselage halves, instead of trying to 
do this after the fuselage had been buttoned-up.  The tabs did their job in aligning the wings almost-
correctly, but the alignment was still slightly out – probably more my fault than the kits in this rare 
case – so some filler was still required on the wing-joints. 
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Wings getting glued to the fuselage halves.  New support tabs evident.  This was out of sequence from the 

instructions, which had the wings go on after the fuselage was together.  Done to attempt to minimise the well-
publicised wing-fuselage joint issues… 

The rear vertical and horizontal stabilisers were all supplied as left & right, and upper & lower halves 
respectively, which needed to be glued together.  However, Kitty Hawk had decided to put the joins 
in apparently random positions, not following any panel-lines at all.  Plus, especially in the horizontal 
stabilisers, the fit was especially bad.  The lower inserts did not seem to be the correct shape to fit 
into the supplied cut-outs!  So more fettling, and yet more puttying & sanding was required.  The end 
result wasn’t perfect by any means, but I was getting really fed-up by now, so I did my best but just 
got to a point where enough was enough.  I am convinced that nobody in Kitty Hawk did any sort of 
test-build of this kit whatsoever before it was released on an unsuspecting public. 

 

…I wasn’t 100% successful.  Still needed quite a lot of filler on all the wing and fin joints.  Harrumph! 
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 LIFT FAN 

The Eduard phot-etch set I had purchased included etched-brass versions of the lift-fans themselves, 
replacing the moulded plastic versions in the kit.  The lower fan was a simple direct replacement into 
the trunking, but the upper fan was moulded into it’s trunking tube and needed to be removed.  Kitty 
Hawk quality showed itself again here, as the trunking tube was moulded so thin that the plastic had 
actually not filled the mould fully (I believe the technical term is “short-shot”?), and I had to fill a hole 
in the tube wall before I even started.  Then to remove the fan-face, I started by trying to scribe around 
the fan from beneath.  Unlike the trunk-sides though, the fan-face was very thick plastic, and I would 
have been there forever.  So I went to plan-B - drilling a series of small holes around the edge of the 
fan.  Slowly I built-up the number of holes until there was only a small sliver of plastic between each 
hole.  Then I cut, as carefully as I could, between each hole to free the old plastic fan-face.  Lastly a 
small rotary sanding bit went into my Tamiya Handy Drill (see Romsey Modeller for January 2017), and 
I sanded the hole edges smooth. 

   
Upper-fan ducting mis-mould. Cutting the fan-face from the ducting. Photo-etch replacement fan. 

The fan-faces I painted in AK Interactive Xtreme Gun Metal, and the engine and fan-frames I painted 
in AK Extreme Polished Aluminium.  When they were dry, I gave them all a liberal coat of Humbrol 
Clear so I could handle the parts without worrying about paint rub-off.  The lower fan exhaust vent 
was painted gloss white, and then carefully masked to allow me to paint just the vectoring guide-vanes 
in AK Extreme Gun Metal. 

My references showed that the fan-guards had a black centre hub, so out came my little hole-punch 
set.  These gave me a perfectly circular hole in a piece of masking tape to allow airbrushing of Tamiya 
X-18 semi-gloss black onto the fan-guard centres.  Construction then commenced. 

  
My new toy – a hole punch – made perfect masks for 

the fan-guard centre-hubs. 
Fan-guards painted ready for install. 

 

  
Upper lift-fan and guard in place. Lower lift-fan and vectoring vanes. 
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 ENGINE 

Once the basic engine construction was done, I could add the extra detail I wanted.  My reference 
showed a very distinct set of cables and motors that ran over the vectoring nozzle bearings, and since 
I would be posing my model with the engine in the lift position, all this would be visible with the nozzle 
vectored vertically down.  Nothing was supplied in the kit, so my only resort was to scratch-build the 
entire assembly. 

I started by making four little junction boxes out of scrap plasticard.  The biggest junction-box was 
actually two smaller sections, and then enhanced with four tiny lengths of brass rod for extra effect.  
This all done, I drilled some holes of the appropriate diameter in the junction boxes to fit the wire I 
was going to use to replicate the cable-bundles.  Then they were painted Tamiya XF-16 Aluminium and 
glued to the engine nozzle in the appropriate places. 

Similarly to the scratch-build pipe-work in the wheel wells and weapons bays, next out came my trusty 
old SCART cable, and lengths of red and orange wire were extracted and looped between each junction 
box in turn, in as close approximation as I could get to my references.  Then finally, it was back to the 
lead-foil to make dozens more tiny support brackets for the wiring bundles.  I must admit, the end 
result looked pretty good to my eyes. 

 

 

 COMING TOGETHER 

With all the main components now ready, it was time to start bringing everything together.  After the 
weapons bays and wheel wells had been glued in place, the engine and intake ducting was next.  The 
engine sat on three support pins, and seemed fine.  But when it came to fitting the intake ducting, 
there was a good 2mm gap between the ducting and the engine fan-face.  It took a bit of fettling, and 
a little bit of thin plasticard to make the two join up!  Also, the drive-shaft that joins the main engine 
to the lift fan didn’t fit through the hole supplied for it.  Not even close.  So the diamond files came 
out to make the hole bigger by a good 1mm all round!  Finally, the wing balance jets were painted in 
AK Interactive Gun Metal and glued in place, and I was ready to join the top to the bottom and “button 
this thing up”. 

Maybe it was my utter lack of modelling skill, or I had done something very wrong somewhere along 
the way, but trying to get the upper and lower fuselage halves to fit was (yet another) nightmare. 
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The nose-section wasn’t too bad, and fit 
reasonably well, although the big clamps were 
needed until the glue had set firm.  But my first 
attempt on the main fuselage saw a full 2mm 
or more gap between the entire upper and 
lower halves that just sat too far apart.  I 
figured this was the engine, and it’s upper 
locating pins that were getting in the way, so 
off they came!  This helped, but not enough.  
The auxiliary intake vent on the upper fuselage 
was also a fraction too tall, but eventually, with 
some serious clamping, I managed to get the 
two fuselage halves to come together.  Mostly.  
But it wasn’t a happy fit.  Out came the putty 
again! 

  

  
Can you spot the gap between intake duct and engine 

fan? 
Clamping to try and get the fuselage halves to meet. 

 

Whilst the glue on the fuselage was setting, I looked at all the bay doors.  Boy were there a lot.  This 
thing has, wait for it, 21 doors for the various fans, weapons bays, and wheels wells etc!  To list them: 
Upper lift fan (1), lower lift fan (2), auxiliary intake (2), balance jets (2), weapons bays (6), nose-wheel 
(2), main undercarriage (4), and vectoring engine (2).  Phew.  Worst was that Kitty Hawk’s fantastic 
design quality meant that many of the doors had huge ejector-pin marks very visible in the middle 
that needing taking care off.  Again, out came the putty.  I am sure this kit was designed as aversion-
therapy for putty-haters like me… 

After filling and sanding the gap between the top 
and bottom fuselage halves, and fitting the 
vertical and horizontal stabilisers to the tail, 
which of course required yet more filling and 
sanding, I was finally in a position to think about 
painting.  With all the bays and other openings, 
masking was going to be interesting.  Where 
possible I used the supplied bay-doors as masks 
for their own holes, as the stealth features of the 
aircraft meant the holes were all awkward 
shapes with lots of strange angles. 

However, many of the bay doors came pre-
moulded with hinges and brackets and these 

 

Lower nose, with lift fan gets fitted. 

 

Just a few of the ejector pin marks inside the various 
bay doors that needed filling. 
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would not fit flush to make effective masks, and so I had to mask about half the holes the old fashioned 
way.  The radar-reducing strange angles meant that the tape had to be used in lots of small sharply 
angled sections, but I got there after several hours of cutting careful shapes and angles. 

 
I could use the auxiliary intake doors as masks for their own hole as they did not come with pre-moulded-in 

hinges to get in the way, but not the upper lift fan intake. 

 
Similarly most of the weapons bay doors and the nose-wheel well.  But the balance jets, main wheel wells, and 
lower-lift fan needed carefully cut masking, or stuffing with damp paper towel, to fit the stealth-shaped holes. 

Anyway, that’s all for this month.  I am about to start what is usually the fun part at last - the painting.  
Still a long way to go, but the end is just, barely, in sight I hope.  I now cannot wait for this bu**er to 
be finished.  I am still hopeful that it will be complete in time to possibly display at Telford.  If it isn’t a 
hopeless mess.  It could be one of my best, or one of my worst, kits to date.  I still can’t tell yet!  Watch 
this space. 

 

 

 
 



 
 

31 

CLUB DIARY 2017 

 

2017 

October 18th  Late Club Night   

November  1st 
November 15th  

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 11th/12th 

 
November 19th 

 

November 26th 

Scale ModelWorld 2017 
 
Middle Wallop Show 
 
Bugle Call  

December 6th 
December 20th  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday October 18th          (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Paul Adams 
Show Secretary  Mark Husband Tel: 07806 636208 email: ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 

Gray Sharpling 
Lee Gilbert 

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

 

  

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
mailto:ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk
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BACK ISSUES 

For those of you that are new to this publication is it worth noting that a full archive of The Romsey 
Modeller (now almost 100 issues) plus its predecessor “Update” are available on our web site at 
https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine 

    

    

 

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2017 

https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine

