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OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2018 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome to our October/November 2018 issue of the magazine. 

We’ve had a full-on summer and autumn appears to be just as packed. These past few weeks 
we’ve attended the Farnborough show, held our first vintage competition (not the last), 5 
went to Belgium and France and discovered ordinance, and many members continued with 
their projects in time for the annual competition next month. In addition, the clubs Tiger 
group build progressed to completion. To top it off, we also displayed at the RAF100 event in 
Braishfield.  

Reports on these events will hopefully be written in time for this publication! 

You’ll be aware of the progress that has been made on the group build by Luke, Malcolm and 
Karl in recent weeks via the Facebook updates. The fact is that this group build hasn’t really 
caught on this time around, as there have only been 4 members involved in its construction 
and painting. We’ve scratched our heads a bit as to why it’s not been as popular as our 
previous builds, so if you’ve decided not to take part, perhaps you could let us know why. As 
this existing build comes to a close, we’re looking at kitting up for the ‘Fury’ diorama, a model 
based on a scene from the recent movie. This project may not been as involved as the Tiger 
one, so perhaps you may wish to help out. A number of members are also looking at building 
a Wingnut Wings kit next year, so if you’ve quivered at the thought of rigging a WW1 model 
aircraft, perhaps it’s time to learn how. These projects are about learning new skills, and 
perhaps trying things out in the ‘safety’ of the Club environment. 

I have posted a poll on Facebook to get some views on our next theme competition for 2019. 
We would like to run another vintage contest at some point in the future, but as the Airfix 
contest is due next year, perhaps we should run that. If you’re not on Facebook, you can let 
me have your view by email or at our next meeting. 

Telford is just a couple of weeks away, and so we are gearing up for our large attendance at 
this prestigious event. We have only been granted 12 foot of double depth table, so space will 
be short for us as such a big club. If you would like to provide a model or two, let us know in 
good time please as we’ll need to produce new labels as necessary. 

 

Live long and build them all. 

 

 

Paul 

Club President 
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This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern 
Hampshire. We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus. 

We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about 
our hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s 
completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn 
up – see the last page for details or visit our web site 

www.romseymodellers.co.uk 
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CLUB NEWS  

PHOTO EVENING  

Paul will be taking photos of our models at the late October club meeting, so it you want some good quality 
shots, bring something along. 
 

FARNBOURGH MODEL FEST 15TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

The club attended the Farnbourgh Model Show in September, unfortunately as I (Tony) didn’t go and 
no one who did have written a report I cannot tell you what went on. However I sure everybody had 
a wonderful time…. 

2018 ANNUAL MODEL COMETITION 

At the last November  meeting (imedidatly after SMW) we will be holding out annual competion , 
with the class winners being announced at our Xmas meeting before going forward to our compete 
for the John Cox Memorial Trophy awarded for the best model of 2018 . For reference the 
competion guidline follow: 

2018 ANNUAL COMPETITION GENERAL GUIDELINES AND CLASS DEFINITIONS 

PURPOSE 

This document has been created to provide club members with the necessary information in order 
that they may successfully enter a model into the annual competition. These guidelines are not set 
in stone and maybe revised periodically to ensure they are fit for purpose. 

SCOPE 

These guidelines are written with the intent that they are applied to the Annual Competition only. 
However, they may, at the discretion of the Competition Secretary, be used for any other 
competition the club holds.    

GENERAL GUIDELINES  

• Entries must be the work of a regular club member who has attended at least 4 club 
meetings during the previous 12 months. 
• Eligible models are those that have not previously placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd in class or overall in 
the John Cox Memorial Trophy at a previous annual competition. Winners or those that have placed 
(or been entered) in any other competition run by the club are eligible. 
• Models are entered at the owner’s risk. 
• Once a model has had its entry slip completed it may not be moved to another eligible class 
without consent from the Competition Secretary. 
• Models that have won in class must be physically available for judging in the John Cox 
Memorial Trophy. 
• Models must not be converted pre built die-cast or radio controlled. Static display models 
with moving features or lights are permitted.  Models that have white metal parts, particularly in the 
case of figures, will be permitted. 
• Entrants are not permitted to vote for their own entry. 
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CLASSES FOR THE ANNUAL COMPETITION 

•  
• Aircraft 1/72 scale or below 
• Aircraft above 1/72 scale 
• Military vehicles 
• Figures 
• Civilian vehicles 
• Ships 
• Dioramas 
• Sci-Fi, Fantasy or Real Space 
• Miscellaneous 

CLASS DEFINITIONS 

 Aircraft 1/72 scale or below   Defined as a real military or civilian propeller, or jet driven 
vehicle designed for flight. The class may also include gliders and helicopters. Real aircraft 
with fictional paint schemes are permitted.  

 Aircraft above 1/72 scale   Defined as a real military or civilian propeller, or jet driven vehicle 
designed for flight. The class may also include gliders and helicopters. Real aircraft with 
fictional paint schemes are permitted.  

 Military vehicles   Defined as a wheel or tracked vehicle designed for military use. The class 
includes soft skin vehicles, towed, self-propelled artillery equipment and includes missile 
launchers. Civilian vehicles seconded for military use are permitted.  Any scale. 

 Figures   Defined as a real military, historical or civilian figure or bust. Any scale. 

 Civilian vehicles   Defined as real, wheeled or tracked vehicles, designed primarily for civilian 
use. This class also includes railway locos and rolling stock. Real vehicles with fictional paint 
schemes are permitted. Any scale.  

 Ships   Defined as real, military or civilian vessels that are primarily designed for water borne 
use. This class also includes hovercraft and man powered vessels. Any scale. 

 Dioramas   Defined as two items or more (not necessarily from the same class) on a scenic 
base, with or without figures that conveys a specific real theme or real event. Any scale.   

 Sci-Fi, Fantasy or Real Space   Defined as conceptual ground based vehicles, waterborne 
vessels, aircraft (designed for spaceflight too), figures, busts, characters, droids or aliens 
from science fiction or other fantasy genre. Real space is defined as real vehicles or craft 
primarily designed for space flight or use. Any scale.  

 Miscellaneous   This class is for any other model not covered in the previous 8 classes (for 
instance – Prehistoric animals) but will also be used for a class with two or less entries, and 
combined with entries from other classes with two or less entries unless that action does 
not increase the amount of entries.   

 

NEXT MODEL SHOW 

 
Apart from Scale Model World, our next and final outing of 2018 will be to Bugle call on 25th 
November (Note the Middle Wallop Show is not taking place this year). A number of club members 
will be attending, further details will be posted on the Facebook page nearer the time. 
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RAF100 - BRAISHFIELD VILLAGE HALL, 1ST SEPTEMBER 2018. 
BY PAUL ADAMS  

We had been invited to this 
event back in May or June 
and didn’t quite know 
expect, however it turned 
out to be a superb 
afternoon out. 

We arrived a few hours 
before the events opening 
time of 2pm. We were 
promised a lot of table 

space, but were confronted with just less the 12 foot. As we had enough models to cover 24 
foot, it did pose a problem. The organisers quickly located more tables and with our red cloths 
we cobbled together 12 foot double depth, plus just another foot or so stolen from a chap 
with some radio controlled aircraft for couple of more models. It was all very amicable. 

  

Two views of the table at RAF100. With the exception of Mark’s 1/24th launch, everything was aircraft. We 
also provided a table cover for the RC aircraft display. 

 

We set up over 35 plus RAF related models, mainly aircraft of course, with a large contribution 
from Tony, but also some from Richard, Will, Mark and myself. Our display made the 
centrepiece of the show, surrounded by memorabilia displays, small competitions, books for 
sale, a good raffle and a draw for a flight in a Spitfire. 

The enthusiasm for the show from the local organising bodies was infectious and once the 80 
or so ticket holding locals turned up at 2pm, the place was buzzing. The display, I think, took 
many by surprise. We had the best of our RAF aircraft on show, with several Spitfires, Mossies, 
Typhoons, large bombers, fighters and a few oddities in between. 

Those not so familiar with the hobby made for “amusing people watching” as they went 
through the various versions of Spitfires, and assorted Cold War aircraft. We spoke with 
veterans, enthusiasts, non-Modellers, some knowledgeable ex-servicemen and some very 
keen elderly ladies. 

The afternoon continued with a short tea party at 3:30, to which we were invited. Tea, coffee, 
cake and sandwiches were on offer, and of course it would have been rude not to partake. An 
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aircraft spotting competition drew a good number of participants, we attempted to not only 
name the aircraft, but by Mk too....It didn’t help, but the top two were all from Romsey 
Modellers, our very own Will competing by himself and walking off with a nice bottle of wine 
for his efforts. 

Our afternoon concluded with a deserved beer and we packed up as soon as 4 hours after 
setting up. 

As I said, we made an impact, promoted the club well and were made to feel very welcome 
by the organisers and visiting public. A thoroughly enjoyable afternoon and I’ve no doubt we 
will be ask to provide a display again in the future. Thank you to Tony especially for the 25 
plus models he provided and to Will, Richard and Mark for the laughs and banter. 

 

 

Will, Paul, Mark and Richard pose for a team photo with the excellent table display for RAF100. 
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VINTAGE KIT COMPETITION 19TH SEPTEMBER 2018. 

 

Our first competition of this kind was held during the main September, and what a success it 
was. It was great to see so many old kits brought to life which may have otherwise been 
resigned to the never ending stash. 18 entries made the tables for what turned out to be a 
one sided contest in the end. Luke stole the show with his Panzer MKVI diorama, despite it 
not being in a 
finished state! 
Runner up was 
Malcolm and his 
70’s era King Tiger. 
Grabbing third was 
Brian with a 
fabulous 1953 
Cutlass. A 
creditable 
commended went 
to Sean with his 
F104 Starfighter. 

We plan to hold 
another vintage 
competition in the 
future if there is 
sufficient interest. 

Thanks to Sean for 
original idea and to 
everyone who took the trouble to tackle an old kit and enter it. 
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Entry 
No 

 Entrant Model Title 1st’s 
(3 pts) 

2nd’s 
(2pts) 

3rd’s 
(1pt) 

Total 
points 

 

Placing 

1 

 

Malcolm Grant BAC 111   I 1 - 

2 

 

Brian Sampson Saved Cutlass III  III 12 3RD 

3 

 

Richard Stewart DH89  IIII II 10 5TH 

4 

 

Brian Sampson Old Cutlass I  II 5 8TH 

5 

 

Sean Summers Tornado  I  2 J10TH 

6 

 

Will Booth Javelin    - - 

7 

 

Will Booth Spitfire Vb  II II 6 6TH 

8 

 

Sean Summers F104 II I III 11 4TH 

9 

 

Will Booth Meteor IV    - - 
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10 

 

Peter Lloyd Master Hotspur  I  2 J10TH 

11 

 

Luke Hayes DAK IIIIIIII II  28 1ST 

12 

 

Malcolm Grant King Tiger I IIII III 14 2ND 

13 

 

Brian Sampson Old  Patch I I  5 7TH 

14 

 

Brian Sampson Housetrained  II I 5 9TH 

15 

 

Nigel Robins Thunderbolt   I 1 J11TH 

16 

 

Brian Sampson Kenworth  I  2 J10TH 

17 

 

Ray Broadbent 
Day of the 

display 
  I 1 J11TH 

18 

 

Brian Sampson Early Night    - - 
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FIVE GO TO BELGIUM.....AND FRANCE; FRIDAY 21ST TO TUESDAY 25TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

BY PAUL ADAMS 

Writing a brief report on our 5 day tour of Flanders and The Somme is such a difficult task. 
We achieved so much, saw more than I ever expected, visited countless memorials, 
cemetery’s and places of note, that I could simply fill the entire magazine with our experiences 
and my thoughts after arriving back home. 

My primary goal on this tour was to visit the grave of my Great Uncle, Simon Adams, who 
served in both France and Belgium for 18 months, before succumbing to his wounds in July of 
1917. I had wished to do this since discovering this information about him in 2009, and did in 
fact intend to visit the grave on the 10th July 2017, exactly one hundred years to the day of 
his death. I hope he forgave me arriving one year late! His grave is located in Koksijde, just 20 
miles or so from Dunkirk, our first stop of the tour. 

We arrived at our hotel in Ypres 
around 6:00pm and immediately 
made for the Menin Gate ceremony 
which takes place every day at 
8:00pm. Ypres is simply stunning 
with outstanding architecture, all 
rebuilt after the war. Its ‘eye candy’ 
in every direction joined together 
with ‘authentic’ cobble streets. We 
ate well in a few restaurants over 
the two days we were there, and 

found The Hopperie, a wonderful bar just off of the main square. 

  

Dunkirk, it was tremendously windy here so we moved on…. 
 

Koksijde Military Cemetery; 1500 graves here alone from 
action defending Nueipoort in 1917. 
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The Cloth Hall at Ypres under lights… Karl places a remembrance cross on behalf of the club on a grave 
of an unknown soldier at Tyne Cot cemetery. 

Our first full day started off with a visit to Tyne 
Cot....one of the high profile cemeteries that has 
to be seen to be believed. The narration of the 
dead over the audio system is very effective. We 
moved onto another huge cemetery at 
Lijssenthoek, just outside Poperinge. Within a few 
hours we had seen over 20,000 war graves. 

I’d never heard of Toc H before this tour, it’s now 
a place I’ll never forget. Despite its unassuming 

museum section, the old house and garden with pretty much everything in place as it was 
during the war, is an incredibly moving place to visit. The original piano was played by a 10 
year old girl while we took tea and cake....the icing on the cake literally for me. 

  

A model of the Yorkshire trench complex seen in the In 
Flander Fields museum, Ypres. 

Another model, this one a diorama depicting Paschendaale, 
both models were exceptional. 

Day three dawned with more rain. The Cloth Hall in Ypres countains the “In Flanders Fields” 
museum, another amazing place to visit and with state of the art presentation the 2 hour tour 
flew by. We made a visit to a beautiful small cemetery in Ypres, home to one of Dave’s 
relatives. 

The ‘death toll’ rose after arriving at the sombre Langemark German cemetery, another 
40,000 in there. The scale of the losses was beginning to sink in. 
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We also visited our first crater, found at the Pool of Peace as it’s now known. Filled with water 
and Lilly pads it must be a total contrast to the scene in 1916...the rain on this day was a faint 
reminder of how it must have been in those trenches. As the weather worsened we continued 
to Hill 60, another must visit site. The futility of trench warfare was made all the more 
apparent here by the two front lines, just 20 yards apart at one point. 

  

The German cemetery at Langemark. Due to space constraints 
imposed by the Belgians, the dead are 16 to a grave. 

The Pool of Peace….an act of war is now a place of beauty and 
tranquillity. 

Late in the afternoon we escaped the weather as we travelled south to France and our home 
for another two nights, Albert. It wasn’t the welcome we expected, as the town was very quiet 
with not a soul to be seen on the streets. Our journey in, though showed scars of the war with 
trench lines marked by signage as we passed through villages, and battle weary buildings on 
all sides. 

Day four and the weather was stunning; virtually cloudless 
skies and perfect temperatures. We first visited the 
superb Somme museum in Albert, the town centre now 
bathed in beautiful light, so different from the night 
before.  

I noted our second visit of the day as a ‘bucket list’ 
moment. I was awestruck by Thiepval, a huge memorial to 
the missing. The attached museum is once again stunning, 
helped all the more by the delightful Amelia who 
furnished both Dave and Luke with family information via 
the War Graves website. Dave’s weekend was made 
further enjoyable by his unexpected find...a Nieuport 17. 
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The Somme Museum at Albert, set amongst the tunnels under 
the town centre created during the Second World War…. 

A rear view of the Thiepval Memorial...this is an outstanding 
place to see… 

We moved onto lunch in Arras town square - equally as beautiful as Ypres, and the best 
Croquet Monsieur I had! We set off for another crater, Litchfield memorial.....as we travelled 
to the site we passed by our first red zone...a no go area of forest still littered with ordinance. 
We then moved to Vimy Ridge. This is another must visit location. In three parts, we saw the 
first evidence of trenches and bomb scarred fields. The museum is another worthwhile look, 
but the Canadian War Memorial is an incredible tribute to the fallen on this site. Awestruck 
by Thiepval, I was dumbstruck by the sheer beauty and forethought by the designers. The 
view over the surrounding land is a reminder of the strategic importance of this area. It’s a 
perfect place for remembrance. 

Late in the afternoon we came upon another place of note. Lochnagar crater is yet another 
superb memorial, but the crater’s sheer size following the detonation of a 27,000lb device, is 
jaw dropping. A short drive down the road and we found another memorial, that for the New 
Zealand forces. Located atop a small ridge, there was yet more evidence of the war just a few 
yards away, live ordinance by the corner of a farmer’s field! 
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The Canadian War Memorial at Vimy…. And little did we know…….the guys walk on ahead to discover ordinance 
at the edge of the field…. 

We drove through many adjoining villages that evening, all with memorials of some kind and 
found Fricourt, another German cemetery, lit by the softening glow of the evening sun. It was 
a very fitting end to our best day. 

 

The German Cemetery at Fricourt….this brought to an end a superb day on Monday travelling around the 
Somme region… 

Day five and just around 6 hours to fill before making 
our way to Calais. By now Dave was in his element, 
and we started the day by driving through more small 
villages to Mametz. Here was a superb memorial to 
the Welsh, who fought bravely and lost many to take 
a small area of land. As I took more photos the guys 
explored the area only find yet more ordinance in the 
nearby woods and Luke tossed a potato around only 
to realise it was a grenade! Again, the light that 
morning was cast beautifully over the landscape, and 

it was blissfully peaceful. We travelled through yet more quiet roads and villages, discovered 
two more memorials and then made tracks for Beaumont-Hamel. Another Canadian run site, 
it was home to a large area of battlefield, trenches, a memorial, a cemetery, a museum and a 
crater. Once again, the presentation is first class, the preserved trenches are fascinating to 
see, but the grass covered landscape struggles to hide the enormity of the battles that took 
place there. We are informed via notice board to respect the land as it’s now an important 
memorial. Too right it is. A must visit if you’re in the area. 

We drove further north along the Somme River (to our right) and headed for Peronne. This 
was another small town obliterated by the war, and rebuilt. We had a wonderful lunch 
alfresco style in the town centre, just a stone’s throw from the museum. Of all the ‘attractions’ 
we visited, this was, by common agreement, the least satisfying. The war was told from a 
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perspective of the personal effect it had on families and personal relationships. Of course the 
town was featured and there were thousands of artefacts to view. A little too arty perhaps 
for us, nonetheless as free entry was granted courtesy of the visit to Thiepval, it was worth 
the look to get a closer view of the Somme, just out back of the shop exit. 

 

  

Dave admires the view and peacefulness at Mametz 
Wood… 

“I was sure it was a spud”…..Mills grenades by the 
roadside….. 

 

That concluded our 5 day battlefield and museum tour. A 6pm Calais Eurotunnel crossing was 
on the agenda, but not before we paid on final visit across the border into Belgium for a beer 
run! 

About 100 miles later on from beautiful Peronne, we arrived into the chaos of Calais, 
complete with traffic jam, many drivers looking to end their lives quickly and a very 
uninteresting terminal building. 

David negotiated us home to Hampshire and the comfort of our own beds not long after 
9:30pm. 

As I said at the beginning, I could write pages and pages about this tour and my feelings during 
and after. I learnt so much, understood far more than I would ever done reading a book, and 
have subsequently discovered more about my great uncle. 
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The village of Peronne, situated along the Somme and our final stop before heading home… 

As we approach remembrance weekend and the 100th anniversary of the Armistice, I will 
remember the thousands of fallen, missing, and millions affected by the Great War, for I am 
one of them. 

We will hold a presentation of the tour hopefully during the early December meeting where 
we will trawl though the many images that we all took over the five days. Thank you to Dave 
for organising the Eurotunnel, his extensive insight, and for his continued good humour and 
driving skills, and to Tony for helping with navigating and snoring, to Luke for more joviality, 
potato tossing and more navigating, and to Karl for sorting the hotels out and helping to keep 
me on my photographic toes. 
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KITASTROPHIK KOGITATIONS    BY GRAY SHARPLING  

Two models in as many months!  What is going on?  This is unheard of… 

Firstly, after my last model didn’t go together as precisely as I had hoped (it was Hasegawa after all, 
so I had expected so much better!), I really felt like I needed something simpler as a quick-build 
therapy-kit before starting anything more ambitious again.  So I dug into the stash once more, and 
grabbed the last of my Bandai Star Wars TIE Fighters.  This completes all the TIE Fighters I own - at 
least until the much-awaited TIE Bomber from The Empire Strikes Back finally appears on Bandai’s new 
releases list. 

Secondly, after a suggestion from a fellow Romsey Club member, I added a completely unexpected 
quick-build into my modelling schedule that I hadn’t banked on. 

 

 TIE TRIO (PLUS ONE) - BANDAI 1/72ND STAR WARS FIRST ORDER SPECIAL FORCES TIE 
FIGHTER 

This was one of the two 
refreshed TIE Fighters that 
appeared in the “new” Star 
Wars movies starting with 
The Force Awakens in 
December 2015. 

There were actually two 
variants of new TIE Fighter 
introduced in that first 
movie, but I only had one in 
the stash.  To be honest, 
they look fairly similar, but 
I thought this version was 
slightly more interesting, 
being a two-seater with 

different “wing”-mounts, coloured panels, and a secondary gun-turret.  So I hadn’t seen the need to 
buy both variants as they were so alike. 

Compared to the original Star Wars trilogy’s TIE’s these new craft are effectively in reversed livery - 
instead of light-grey fuselage and black solar panels, these new variants have a gunmetal-black 
fuselage and silver-white solar panels.  Most builds I have found on the interweb-thingamajig seem to 
have gone for plain black as the main colour, if only for simplicity, but to my eyes there seemed to be 
a definite slight metallic sheen.  So a little inventiveness would be required when selecting paint 
colours. 

Like all the other TIE Fighters released by Bandai, the kit came moulded in the (vaguely) correct colours 
to start with, the solar-panels on the wings separate to the frames, so it was not strictly necessary to 
paint it at all if you wanted to keep things simple.  For those of us who would be painting though, it 
just made the build much easier, massively reducing the masking required.  As ever with Bandai, the 
construction was engineered such that most of the joins came together along existing panel lines, or 
hid themselves.  So no filling was required at all, and the only masking needed was on the canopy 
windows.  GreenStrawberry pre-cut masks were used again, and many parts were painted before any 
construction started. 

The cockpit was a little more interesting this time, with two back-to-back seats and more detail than 
was supplied on the older TIE’s.  It was a little more colourful in there too, with bright silver controls 
and other details clearly visible behind the canopy windows.  Although I knew to not spend too much 
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time or effort in there, as it would just be a waste of time, being all-but-invisible once the fuselage 
was closed-up. 

 

 

 

 
Cockpit ball coming together.  Am almost completely different build compared to the old “classic” TIE’s.  

For the “solar panels”, I went with a custom mix of plain Tamiya XF-2 Flat White with a few drops of 
X-11 Silver.  I wasn’t completely happy with this choice - not metallic enough - but it was as close as I 
could figure.  Any more silver, and I wasn’t sure it would have been white enough to match my 
references?  The colour seems to vary greatly depending on the lighting conditions, but the supplied 
out-of-the-box medium-grey coloured plastic was clearly wrong. 

For the main fuselage I had two tries.  I had had great success with AK Interactive Xtreme Metal paints 
previously.  Despite the smell they gave a great metallic finish.  Their Gun Metal colour was the darkest 
of their colours I owned, but it was nowhere near dark enough for what I wanted.  I would actually 
hesitate to call it “Gun Metal” at all.  So I had the idea to mix it with the matching AK Interactive Xtreme 
Black Base colour, which they recommend to paint over for the best metallic results.  Oh dear!  That 
was a mistake.  The two paints are obviously of different types (lacquers vs what?) and are 
incompatible when mixed.  The result, although of a much better colour, went all gritty and refused 
to go through the airbrush at all!  Harrumph!  So I fell-back to my old Tamiya acrylics again.  This time 
I did about rough 1:1 mix of Tamiya X-10 Gun Metal and XF-1 Flat Black.  It looked darker in the mixing 
cup than it dried however; I had hoped for something just off-black, rather than just a dark metallic 
grey, but I was getting annoyed by now - not a good sign - so I called it “good enough”. 

 
Everything painted and final construction underway. 
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To add interest to this “Special Forces” version of the TIE Fighter, there was a large red panel on the 
fuselage.  The pre-coloured plastic was not the right colour, and I thought that straight Tamiya XF-7 
Flat Red was also a little too bright.  So again I custom mixed: XF-7 with a few drops of XF-9 Hull Red 
(which to my eye is not “Hull Red” at all, but just a different shade of brown!), and that was much 
better.  The canopy frame was AK Xtreme Dull Aluminium, and a couple of contrast frame sections on 
the wings were neat AK Xtreme Gun Metal. 

  

 

Then it all came together very quickly, with just 
drying times slowing me down.  The construction 
of all the now-painted parts went very smoothly 
- this was a Bandai kit after all.  A gloss coat of 
Humbrol Clear was applied and left to dry 
overnight.  Then Flory Models black wash was 
slathered over everything except the solar 
panels, and then mostly wiped off after it had 
dried to just give definition to the details and 
panel lines.  Then a final matt-coat with my 
favourite Vallejo Acrylic Matt Varnish, and it was 
done.  The only remaining detail was to build and 
paint the little supplied stand.  I guess this was 
depicting the chase and battle with the 
Millennium Falcon when Rey and Finn escape 
from Jakku, as the base was a sand-effect style.  
So I added a little of my sand mixture after 
painting to give a little extra realism, although 
the sand is perhaps a little out of scale?   

When completed, I was slightly surprised to find 
that this is actually visibly smaller than the classic 
standard TIE of the same scale. 
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 TINY TUGS -SKUNKMODELS 1/48TH MD-3 U.S. NAVY TRACTOR & A/S32A-32 “SPOTTING 
DOLLY” 

This was another 
quick-build, done at 
the suggestion of Mark 
at the August club 
meeting.  I had really 
not expected to be 
doing this; it certainly 
wasn’t in the planned 
schedule of model 
builds that I had in my 
head before the 
August club meeting. 

However, Mark took 
one look at my glue-
bomb Hasegawa Sea 
King (see previous 

issue of The Romsey Modeller), politely ignored all the obvious issues, said some nice things about it, 
and then said that he thought it deserved a better display base.  After a little discussion I agreed, as I 
knew that the base I had brought to the club meeting was merely what I had knocked-up in just a 
couple of hours (all the time I had at the time), from what I happened to have lying around.  So I did a 
little research to find the correct model of ground-tug used by the U.S. Navy in 1969 - being the little 
MD-3 Tractor modelled here, which was in common usage from the 1950’s until the 1980’s. 

The only slightly irritating thing is that, after double-checking the official competition rules, adding any 
ground-support equipment onto the same display base, if only to add a little verisimilitude to a model, 
instantly turns a simple stand-alone aircraft model 
into a “diorama”!  Come next month’s club 
competition-time, I want the Sea King to be in the 
large-scale aircraft category, not in the diorama 
category (I wouldn’t stand a chance trying to 
compete against Luke or Malcolm - the club’s 
“Diorama Kings”!).  So unless you come to Telford, 
you will unfortunately not be seeing either of these 
little tugs and the Sea King on the same base at the 
same time. 

Skunkmodels provide the parts to make any one of three different variants of the tractor itself:  the 
“short” version just used for towing (which is only just over dozen parts or so, and is used as the basis 
for the other two “long” options); one with the air-starter “bustle” on the back; or the fire engine 

version.  Also in the box is the catchily-named 
little A/S32A-32 Tractor (or “Spotting Dolly”), 
which is used for precision manoeuvring of 
aircraft within the confines of a hanger, as it 
can turn on-the-spot around an aircraft’s 
nose-gear.  Sadly, I had to go searching the 
interwebs for the build-instructions for this 
last vehicle, as none were included in the box 
I received. 

One decision was pre-made for me.  Even if I 
had wanted to build the “fire engine” version 

of the tug, I could not have done as one of the main parts was “short-shot” on the sprue.  A framework 

From the IPMS UK web site: 
“A diorama shall be defined as one or 

more items (not necessarily from the 

same class) on a scenic base, with or 

without figures, conveying a specific 

theme or real-life situation.” 

I have underlined the key phrases. 
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piece that was to go around the water (foam?) tank hadn’t been moulded correctly.  It should have 
been like three “H” shapes connected together, but only the two ends were present - the middle 
section was completely missing. 

Then my over-ambitiousness got the better of me, which made a second decision for me.  After 
building the basic “short” tug, you have separate sub-assembly builds for the back-end add-on 
option(s).  Or not… 

I had originally intended to build the “long-tail” version with the air-starter lump on the back.  This 
came with a moulded-on plastic basket to contain the various hose-lines etc.  I wasn’t satisfied with 
the supplied solid-plastic representation, and so in a fit of ambition I chopped the basket off and tried 
to make my own out of some phot-etch mesh and thin plasticard.  The result was a wasted whole day 
of work, as it ended up a disaster of broken corners, uneven-framework and superglue.  If I have 
learned anything in the past year, it is when to cut my losses.  So I had little choice but to ditch the 
long-tail, and go with the basic “short” version of the tug.  Ho hum, never mind. 

  
Basic “short” tug - all of five pieces at this stage. Ugh!  My over-ambitious replacement scratch-built 

basket is a disaster.  Harrumph! 

It all goes together reasonably well.  No filler as such required.  But painting requires some care.  The 
top of both tugs are covered with large rubberised panels for some reason.  I guess so the ground-
support crew can throw stuff on there - hoses and tie-down chains etc - and not have to worry too 
much about them sliding off or damaging the paintwork?  But it did mean some careful masking was 
required to get the XF-85 Rubber Black areas and still have the white panel-joints.  I did this in two 
stages, first I masked as much of the panels as I could to paint the black over the white.  But some 
join-lines were too fine to mask this way, so a second stage was required.  Once the black had dried I 
re-masked in reverse where necessary to put the very fine white-panel-lines back.  I was quite pleased 
with the end result, although it wasn’t perfect.  In my reference photo’s these little tractors got pretty 
beat-up, so I called it enough.  I wasn’t going to do another pass of masking and re-painting just to 
tidy-up the one or two minor imperfections.  This was meant to be a quick-build after all. 

 
Main painting done and ready for decals. 
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Once the paint had dried, I glued the final pieces (wheels, seats, steering-wheel etc) in place, and seals 
the lot with a gloss-coat - Humbrol Clear - ready for decaling.  Boy, there sure seemed to be a lot of 
decals for such tiny vehicles.  Labels galore, control panels, bumper-stripes, and then a lot of tiny 
yellow corner-marking things.  I did have one decal mis-hap, which was probably my own fault.  After 
the decals were put down and (I thought) dry, I sprayed a final clear coat to seal them down.  Then I 
had to mask off the two little tow-hooks in the middle of the front and rear bumpers, as these were 
red on-top of the striped decals.  Unfortunately, I guess I was a tad premature, as when the rear 
masking was removed, it pulled-up a little of the underlying decal with it!  Grrrrrr!  Thankfully it was a 
simple black-on-white stripe that got ripped, and I managed to touch-it-up by hand such that it wasn’t 
noticeable to my eye at least. 

  
Can you spot the ripped decal? Is it too clean maybe? 

Then they were effectively finished.  Some Flory Dark Dirt wash to grime them down, which was mostly 
wiped off, then a coat of matt varnish, some final detail painting, four tiny grab handles were made 
from fuse-wire, and they were done.  They would have probably been more enjoyable if I hadn’t 
messed-up so many times, but all the problems were of my own doing, and not the kit’s fault, and the 
end result was quite pleasing.  Small though, even at 1/48th scale! 
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CLUB BUILD MINI ART 1/35 ‘DINGO’ ARMOURED CAR  
BY KARL SCAMMELL 

Along with a Tiger I, this model will form 
the basis of this year’s club build and will 
be set in a diorama showing the Tiger after 
capture during the North African 
campaign in 1943. See the May 18 issue of 
the Romsey Modeller for details of the 
Tiger build. 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

The Dingo design began in the late 30’s by the Birmingham Small Arms Company (BSA) and the first 
prototype rolled off the production line at the end of 1939. The Dingo was a compact vehicle with a 
two-man crew and widely regarded as one best armoured cars built by the British during the Second 
World War. It had 30mm of armour at the front and had 2.5litre petrol straight six engine. The Dingo 
served throughout the Second World War and it wasn’t until 1952 that a replacement for it was 
considered. Shown below are a couple of photos of the Dingo currently on display at the Tank 
Museum, Bovington. 

  

BUILD 

The kit itself consists of over 200 parts, so this indicates the high level of detail that comes with it. 
Assembly starts with the crew compartment which includes numerous radio packs which account for 
approximately half of the available space. 
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Crew compartment showing various radio racks. 

Before all the side panels could be glued in place, the interior would need painting as once the panels 
were on, it would be difficult to spray due to the confined nature of the compartment.  

After priming I sprayed the interior with Vallejo Model Colour English Uniform Green (ref70.921). The 
seat cushions were painted with an acrylic leather brown and the seat frame along with the steering 
wheel acrylic rubber black. Finally, some of the details were picked out using an acrylic metallic steel. 

With the interior painted, I could then glue the front, rear and side panels in place. I was slightly 
nervous about this as the compartment is slightly angled and I was worried about the fit and alignment 
of the panels. These concerns were slightly misplaced as generally everything fitted together 
reasonably well although there were some gaps visible particularly around the front and rear panels 
which would need filling. 

  

Crew compartment complete Mind the gap!! 

With the crew compartment complete, a start could be made on the lower hull. Initially it was just a 
case of fitting the stub axle assemblies prior to seating the crew compartment onto the lower hull. 
Again, the alignment was not perfect resulting in some gaps between the lower hull and the crew 
compartment. 

 

 



 
 

26 

  

Lower hull before and after fitting of the crew compartment. 

Now that the crew compartment was in place, the steering rods and suspension components were 
fitted. Test fitting was required to ensure that the fenders would position into their required slot, it 
would be quite easy to fit the spring assembly too high and subsequently cause the fenders to be 
misaligned. 

The rear engine cover was next to be fitted and 
again there was a small gap between the top of 
the rear panel and the cover, although in reality 
this gap is not visible. With the engine cover in 
place, the fenders could be fitted along with the 
front stowage bin, side stowage bins and 
headlamps. Unfortunately, there was a further 
alignment issue with one of the panels on the left-
hand bin. As can be seen from the photograph the 
panel protrudes by a couple of mm. In this case, I 
decided the best course of action was to sand the 
panel down thereby reducing protrusion. 

 

 

At this stage the instructions 
state to mount the wheels, 
however, to make the 
subsequent spraying easier I 
left these off and they will be 
fitted after spraying. 
Additionally, the fuel jerry 
cans, Bren gun and shovel will 
also be fitted after spraying. 
With the end in sight, it left just 
the roof and the armoured 
plates that cover the front and 
side vision apertures in the 
crew compartment to be 
fitted. Both, the roof and the 
plates would be fitted in the 
open position. 

 

Suspension/wheel hub assy. 

 

Another misalignment issue. 
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With the assembly complete, I could then spray the exterior surfaces of the Dingo with Tamiya Desert 
Yellow (XF-59). To prevent any overspray entering the cabin I made a plug which I carefully inserted 
into the roof aperture. The wheels were also sprayed and fitted at this stage. Unfortunately, due to a 
hard drive issue with my lap-top I lost the pictures from this stage, so I will leave this article with a 
couple of pictures of the Dingo assembled, prior to spraying.  
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A NICE PAIR OF SEVENTIES BIRDS 
BY WILL BOOTH 

I guess most of us in the Romsey group grew up 
building Airfix kits.  For myself I'd reached a decent 
level of skill at 10-15 years old, just as Airfix 
created a series of some of their finest and most 
interesting kits. The 1/72 planes from that period 
still have a nice combination of reasonable 
accuracy, buildability and sensible number of 
parts. 

As well as our classic kit competition, Britmodeller recently had a classic Airfix group build, defining 
classic as pre-1981 when they went bust the first 
time!  I chose to build the 1974 Spitfire Mk.Vb and 
1976's 109e.  I built both these kits back in the day, 
and along with the Mustang, Sabre Dog and Shooting 
Star remembered them as much finer models than 
some of the other Airfix kits available from the local 
newsagent.  Inspecting the parts on the sprues, they 
remain nice crisp mouldings 

Both kits assembled easily.  I rescribed the ailerons on the Spitfire as they are wrong on the top surface.  
The 109 needed a little more work as initially I set 
the dihedral wrong, as the parts don't make it 
automatic.  I also set some plasticard around the 
cockpit as otherwise the canopy set too low and the 
appalling vision out of a 109 would have been even 
more restricted!  

I think I had discovered liquid 
poly when I built these kits the 
first time.  This time I also used 
some filler on the seams, back in the day I would have used Polyfilla, though I only 
recall ever doing that on the wing fillets of a Revell 1/32 model!  Somehow the 
Spitfire had acquired a twist in the rear fuselage so that the fin and tailplane were 
about 5 degrees out of kilter.  
Throwing caution to the wind I dunked 
the whole built rear in a mug of boiling 
water and then twisted and held it 
back in place.  A couple of goes and it 

worked, though I wouldn't recommend the technique. 

A big difference from the old days was painting.  By that 
stage it would have taken a few days to properly paint one 
model instead of just an afternoon.  Accordingly my 
modelling was always accompanied by complaints about 
yogurt pots of "turps" and brushes stinking out the kitchen.  Nowadays I spray with mostly Tamiya and 
other acrylics using watery thinning to avoid smells..  I can generally get a reasonable finish but real 
life generally gets in the way of finishing as fast as in the 70s.   

The biggest challenge was the mottling on the 109.  In the end it came out reasonably okay, though 
effectively all colours were redone at least twice.  Luckily with an airbrush the paint doesn't build up 
too thickly!  After glossing, decaling and glossing again it looked really smart in a polished-warbird-
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sort-of-way, but I decided it ought to look a bit used.  I 
overdid spraying some weathering and it looked like it 
had either had a catastrophic oil leak or had crashed into 
a coal mine.  With a bit of wiping with thinners and 
retouching of colours in spots it looks reasonably okay, 
but I either need to practise weathering more or go down 
the museum exhibit look. 

Both these kits' decals remained in good condition, I was 
surprised to find that this very early edition of the 
Messerschmitt included swastikas, which I don't 
remember ever appearing in my kits in the past.  The registration of the roundels on the Spit was a bit 

dodgy so I used some spares from a KP kit, and robbed 
the stencils etc. from a new repop. 

An interesting aspect is to compare repops of the 
Spitfire Vb against the early edition.  Newer 
mouldings definitely show more signs of sink marks 
and the sprue gates are massive compared to the 
originals.  Against that, the new decals are much more 
detailed and less likely to have  registration issues, 
though the old decals still work excellently, thin and 
snuggling down well. 

All in all the Spitfire came out the better, as I didn't weather it, though the 109 was a more detailed 
(well, riveted anyway) kit.  I still have some classic Airfix in the stash, so more will appear in due course.  
These two would be a great "Dogfight Double" except I doubt a tropical 109e ever met a NW Europe 
Vb! 
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CLUB DIARY 2018 

2018 

October 17th  Late Club Night(Photo Night)   

November  7th 
November 21st   

Early Club Night 
Annual Competition 

November 
10th/11th 
November 25th 

Scale ModelWorld 2018 
 
Bugle Call 

December 5th 
December 18th  

Early Club Night 
Xmas Night 

  

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday October 17th            (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 
Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 
Treasurer  Paul Adams 
Show Secretary  Mark Husband Tel: 07806 636208 email: ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk 
Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 
Paul Adams 
Gray Sharpling 

Will Booth 
Karl Scammel 

 

  

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/
file:///C:/Users/Administrator/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/info@romseymodellers.co.uk
file:///C:/modelling/Newletter/December%202009/tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
mailto:ariel.19@hotmail.co.uk
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FINDING US 

Ampfield Village 
Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

  

 

BACK ISSUES 

For those of you that are new to this publication is it worth noting that a full archive of The Romsey 
Modeller (now almost 100 issues) plus its predecessor “Update” are available on our web site at 
https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine 

    

 

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information 
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the 
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2018 

https://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/magazine

