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SEPTEMBER 2016
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Welcome to the September issue of The Romsey Modeller.
The feedback from the Romsey Scale Model Show continues to roll in through various means which
has been great to hear. One noticeable change within the club is the influx of new members as many
of you will have seen some new faces at recent meetings. We’ve increased our numbers by 6 or so
since July, probably the most since the clubs inception. This is very heart-warming to discover and a
swell in our ranks is already helping us out at forthcoming shows as some have already expressed an
interest in displaying, even at Telford. In addition, new members means, new tips, techniques and
experiences with the hobby, something that we can all benefit from.
Talking of Telford, Scale Modelworld is now only 8 weeks away! Hopefully, there should be 6 of us
staying over for the weekend, which should make for a very enjoyable and relaxing time at the table
and will afford us all time to have a good look around. Personally, I can’t wait! As usual, we’ll ask for
members to contribute to the display as we’ve done successfully at previous shows. We have 12 foot,
double depth, so we’ll aim for around 40-45 models on the table. More further on in this issue.
I’ve managed some modelling this month after starting a new bike project. It’s odd that after several
years of continuously building bikes, then taking a break of nearly four years of doing cars, I realised
how much I’ve missed doing them. My modelling mojo is back at full steam, which I think helps the
quality of my work and ultimately the enjoyment of the hobby. As always, I just wish I could knock
out a lot more work! If you’ve seen the club’s Facebook page recently you will have seen some photos
of the progress. I’ll write an article for this publication when I complete a bit more work on it.
As well as building, I’ve been busy reducing my kit stash. I spent some time going through the huge
amount of kits, decals and accessories I have and realised I’ve been seriously buying way too much
stuff! I’m struggling to build kits I bought 20 years ago…..We all do it I know, but it’s not until you take
a step back with your sensible head on that you can reach a point of saying to yourself – “I’ll never
build it”, or “why did I buy that?” and my best one…. “Why did I buy three decal sets for that kit”!!
I’ve sold off nearly £500 worth of stuff, and still have plenty to go! Modellers, eh…!?
Please enjoy the magazine.
Paul
Club President
This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire.
We cater for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well-seasoned gurus.
We meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where
we often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby.
We also attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.
We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby
or just come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up – see
the last page for details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS
SUBSCRIPTION COLLECTIONS
It’s not often I feel the need to have a moan about goings on in the club, but over the last few months,
members have taking an excessive amount of time to pay their subs in. Normally, either Steve, myself
or Tony (in Brian’s absence) will collect the subs payment. You can normally do this from around 88:10pm each club evening. At the last few main meetings in particularly, some members haven’t paid
until gone 9:00pm, and in some cases we’ve had to resort to a tap on the shoulder to remind the
individual/s. While that’s going on, someone is waiting at the table for your money so they can close
the ‘books’, and begin enjoying their evening too. We do on most occasions have a laugh about it, but
goodwill is wearing thin and it’s got boring.
In the interests of fairness, can members please pay their subs by 8:30pm. Thank you.
CLUB POLO SHIRTS
Following on from last month, we’ve now ordered the polo shirts and added some new fleeces to line
of club clothing.
We have ordered the polo’s identical to the first batch purchased in 2014, including matching the
quality of cloth used. We expect them sometime around mid-October. The shirts will be about £20
each. The fleeces will be coming from Vistaprint and will be in all grey. Due to some restrictions with
the fleece material, the logo will be in two shades of red with the strap line in white. They have worked
out a little dearer, just over £30 each. Expect them soon.
IPMS FARNBOROUGH ‘MODELFEST’ 24 TH SEPTEMBER 2016
It’s been a while since I’ve been to a show (the last was ours), so the Farnborough event is a very
welcome one, and even more so as I’ve not been to it for a few years. This one is always well organised,
with plenty of clubs and traders on hand. We have 12 foot of single depth table space, so room on the
table will be at a premium, but with some careful judgement, we’ll have a fine display. I know a few
have expressed an interest in going, we’ll finalise arrangements at Wednesdays meeting.
The show takes place at Kings International College, Watchetts Drive, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2PQ.
Doors open at 10:00am.
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BOVINGTON TANKMOD 8 TH OCTOBER 2016
The second show in the next month will be at Bovington tank museum, having attended the last two
years this show seems to be getting bigger and bigger so if you haven’t been it’s well worth the visit.
We will have 12ft of table space so again we may be pushed for room. For more details on the show
see http://www.tankmuseum.org/whats-on/events/bovevt53508
YEOVILTON AUTUMN SHOW 15 TH OCTOBER 2016
Shows are like buses this month… The Yeovilton is a week earlier than normal, and there are other
changes that seem to have upset the modelling community, whether this will affect the long term
future of the show is to be seen. However we are still going and have 24 feet (I think) of table to fill.
We expect to only get 2 free passes this year, however the club will pay the entrance fee of any
member who exhibits with us.
SCALE MODELWORLD 2016
This event happens over the weekend of 12/13th November, just over 50 days away! We’d like to
continue the trend of having as many different clubs member’s models on the table, which has been
very successful these past few years. We’ll need to organise contributed models as soon as we can, so
we can generate new labels.
If you’re interested in providing a model or two for display, please contact myself or Tony via email or
Facebook, no later than the main October meeting. From there we will decide which models we’d like
to take and inform the club members concerned. They must be free to bring their models to the early
November meeting so we can hand them to the individual transporting them to Telford. Please ensure
your model is in a suitable box or container that allows easy handling.
A REQUEST
We have received the following email.
David Bowman wrote:
I have been asked by King John House museum if I can produce a display commemorating those
Romsey men who fought at Jutland.
I wondered if one of your members might have a model of a WW1 battleship that they would be
willing to loan to the exhibition in November. The model would be displayed in a secure cabinet.
If you can help let Tony know and he will get back to David.
PHOTO EVENING
This month sees another
photo evening. I’ve dusted off
the cameras, cleaned the lights
and checked my settings….all
you need to do is bring along
some of your work for me to
photograph. In 90 minutes, I’ll
attempt to take at least two
photos of each model
available, depending on size.
You know what to do!
Dave Pogson's 2015 annual competition winning DH9 "The Lobster'
taken earlier this year at a photo evening.
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SAME SHACKLETON DIFFERENT SKIN (PART 2)
BY TONY ADAMS

At the end of last month article I
had completed the major
assembly
and
performed
numerous sand and fill cycles to
get rid of some particularly nasty
joint lines. At last it was time to
slap some paint on.
As previously explained I wanted
to build both models as the same
airframe, the Airfix as the
original MR2 variant and the
Revell as the aircraft converted
as a AEW2.
I had two possible paint options
for the MR2, the early base
white with mid grey uppers of the early Mk2 Shackltons and the 1960’s scheme with grey undersides
with white wings. I decided to go for the first option mainly as it was supplied out of the (Airfix) box
and in my option looked the better. I also wanted to try a predominantly white scheme with the black
basing technique I have been experimenting, this is with my Valiant in mind, not to mention the
forthcoming Victor from Airfix both of which may end up with white anti flash schemes.
SLAPPING ON THE PAINT
Seeing howmuch galsing was present I purchased a Eduard mask set for both aircraft – even at £8 each
it was worth it for the time I saved.
Once on I sprayed the window frames light grey to represent the interior colour. The black base was
now sprayed using thinned Mr Surfacer 1500, this used an awful lot of paint – the best part of a 50 ml
bottle.

Eduard masks saved a lot of effort masking the canopies

Shackleton night fighter scheme?

The MR2 was first to receive some colour as I spayed the upper surface XF-23 medium grey. This was
applied thinly and with a narrow spray pattern, using a “squiggle” pattern to gradually build up colour
while leaving a patchy appearance from the black base. Solider colour was applied to the centres of
panels but didn’t try and make the panels stand out, the pattern was much more random than you
get with panel shading. After reviewing the effect when the paint was dry (and in natural light) I over-
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sprayed with a consistent coat of thinned colour (about 20% paint) which blended the pattern
together. When dry I masked the top surfaces ready for the white.

Medium grey applied over the black base

For the white I used decanted Tamiya Fine White primer, I used the same technique to produce an
mottled effect that ranged from dark grey to solid white.

First coat with the white , I toned the down with another thin coat later
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With the masking removed you could get a feel for the final effect

The same technique was used for the AEW, this was a bit easier as only Mr Color Dark Sea Grey was
required.

The effect can be clearly seen on the wing of the AEW

The AEW fuselage after the black anti dazzle panel had be
added to the nose.

Once I was happy with the
general effect, both models
were given several coats to
Future which wen dry was
polished to a good gloss
finish ready for decals.
There were a few areas
where I felt there black was
too strong so I added more
paint and re-glossed.
As we have lots of articles
this month I will call it a day
and complete the write up
next month (both models
are finished and should be
at Farnborough next week).
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ENDLESS MODELS, SALISBURY
BY GRAY SHARPLING

They seem to be a dying
breed these days. Model
shops I mean. So when the
wife and I were visiting
Salisbury recently so she
could get some retail
therapy, I was happy to
stumble across Endless
Models in Endless Street.
Just head north out of the
north-east corner of the
market square, and it’s a
couple of hundred yards
along on the right (east) side
of the street. Parking may
be the only issue? There
were a few on-street spaces
outside, but Salisbury is
notorious for traffic and
parking issues, so plan ahead if you can.
The very friendly proprietor, David Grove, has a little hand written sign just inside the door: “This is a
model shop, not a toy shop”. I should have taken a photo, but I forgot. He was more than happy to
talk, and admitted that the sign was to discourage the very young from being disappointed. Whilst I
was there, a mother with her 11 or 12 year-old son came in looking for radio controlled stuff, only to
be politely rebuffed.
BLAST FROM THE PAST?
As a slight blast from the past, David admitted that he has no online presence, which probably explains
why I had no idea the shop was there. His stock of kits isn’t huge, mainly Airfix, Revell, some Tamiya,
and a very few random others – Italeri, Trumpeter, and Emhar etc. But he does have a good range of
tools, brushes, paints and other sundries, which he said what actually kept him in business. For
example, there seemed to be a very full range of paints, thinners, and weather products from Tamiya,
Humbrol, Revell, and Model Master! Plus David said he was more than happy to order-in any product
or kit a customer may want.

Revell paints and zap-a-gap glues etc

Tamiya & Humbrol paints and weathering products
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The shop has two rooms -the front room is mainly for the railway modellers of the world, and includes
a lot of diorama and scenery dressing. The back room is the one for plastic kit modellers, and there is
something in every corner, nook, and cranny if you look. Prices were competitive for a bricks-andmortar store. Normal opening hours are: Mon-Fri 09:30-17:00, Sat 09:30-16:30.
I walked away with some Tamiya paints and masking tape refills just to do my little bit to “pay for my
entrance” and support a FLMS (“Friendly Local Model Store”). They are few and far between these
days.
Endless Models, 16 Endless Street, Salisbury, SP1 1DP 01722 340460

Proprietor David Grove and the “front” room for
railway modellers. Note models hanging from ceiling.

Airfix kits galore.

Tamiya kits.

A good tool and sundries selection.

Something special above the door to the back-room if you look hard enough….

9

TWO WINGNUT ROLAND D.Via’s (PART2)
BY DAVID POGSON

Next phase of work on the 2 Roland's involved painting the fuselages gloss white and yellow over
white respectively. I used DB lacquer paints which dry very quickly. A lot of Tamiya tape was then used
masking a couple of lengthwise stripes for spraying black or blue. This took a fair bit of time and touch
up, but went well. These were sealed with future and the lower wings and tail controls added.

The next stage involves getting the tail and undercart fitted and rigged. This is less fiddly to do now.
Black EZ line was attached to pre drilled holes and a small twist of copper wire that acts as a
turnbuckle. These are fixed with CA which means they can be bent slightly to orient them.

I did a bit of weathering on both wings before fitting. I used some MIG oil wash dragged in the airflow
direction for oil spots and a mud wash streaked on or splattered using a toothbrush..
Now the struts are on. They are keyed to help alignment. The top wing has the turnbuckles fitted and
EZ line threaded beforehand. I fix the upper wing cabane struts first, then outer struts. Count to 20.
Bite lip, remove hands...
The trick for wing alignment is neat and came from WNW. You
stand the model on its end by the wings across the box corner et
voila.
Then you leave it for 24h...
Last stages. Start rigging from centre outwards and do it
symmetrically on each side. Stop frequently to swear and walk
away. Come back and do a couple more. I manage it holding it in
my hands, using forceps and one eye. You rig through a 0.3mm
hole in each turnbuckle. Some just won't go, so I put a blob of CA
on them with a toothpick and wind the EZ line round and pull it
to gentle tension. In fact it takes about 2 hours only. I have
dropped one once at this stage. Not this time! The loose ends are
snipped off under tension with surgical scissors (£3 eBay).
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Now favourite part. Finishing off with more of the same weathering techniques to make them look a
bit hors de combat, then we are done! I'm just working on some figures to animate the scene. Fingers
crossed might be done for Farnborough show.

11

CMR 1/72 SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE BUILD
BY RICHARD STEWART

INTRODUCTION
My inspiration to build this is due to the fact
I went up in this plane in early August 2016
and as the kit was on sale at Boultbee’s shop
I decided to give it a go. The kit itself is a resin
one with metal etch and as such is really
aimed at more advanced modeller’s. So I
have decided to compile a building process
sheet to help those that like me who still
want to wrap yourself in everything Spitfire!
As this process sheet is also aimed at those
who last had a go at an Airfix kit before family
kids etc. I will try my best to explain certain
aspects that may help to have this on display
on your mantelpiece instead of languishing at
the bottom of your dustbin! Remember this is no Airfix kit and as such methods will need to be carried
out to remove the parts from their pour stubs and you won’t be needing that old tube of
Humbrol/Revel/ or even Airfix (if old enough) cement that you last used to put together a model, as
that is designed to melt the plastic and will not have any effect on the resin parts. The glue I used was
superglue of different consistencies as not only can it be used to stick components together it can also
be used as a filler, as will be shown at different stages of this build. It was not all plan sailing either
and there were some ‘pit falls’ that took me by surprise which I will point out also. (some of which
were my own doing!). Also this will be my first aircraft kit I have attempted in resin above 1/350 scale!
On the health & safety side you will require a razor saw and sanding sticks/paper/files etc. to clean up
the joints and remove flash etc. So a face mask and goggles will be a must unless you fancy a little
respiratory issues later on in life!

In the picture are the main tools (with finished plane) required but no
doubt there are things I’ve inadvertently missed out like the sharp
scalpels, a nice sharp pair of needle point scissors etc.…..
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I sprayed the plane using an airbrush with paints designed especially for this but this is depending on
your own budget and skill level. If you do want to give this a try there is a lot of useful information on
U-Tube regarding airbrush painting techniques.
UNBOXING
It comes in a nice sturdy box which is just as well as resin you will find is a tad more brittle than plastic.

THE BUILD BEGINS !
First was to remove the fuselage halves from their respective mounts, using a razor saw and emery
boards to clean up. (Remember to wear a mask)
During the cleaning up process don’t forget to ensure the aperture for the tail wheel is open as you
don’t want to be trying to find It when it’s all glued up and painted!
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I cut through the main pour channels, so with both
cut through I could separate the fuselage halve. The
paper thin resin ‘flash’ just broke away but again be
careful not to remove more than you plan using this
method

Don’t be tempted to break off the pour stubs or
you may damage the part.

Once all the excess was cleaned off one half was
done and now time for the other half!

Once the other side was cleaned up test fitment
was carried out

GOOD HOUSEKEEPING SECTION
As can be imagined a lot of dust and resin flash will be deposited on your working area. So it’s a good
idea just to clear your area every so often to avoid ruining your handy work. Also I decanted all the
smaller parts into handy dishes which reduces the chances of losing them or sweeping them up
accidentally during a clean-up session!
Ed Note: Another great reason for cleaning resin dust up is that it is strongly carcinogenic, not to mention it
causing some nasty respiratory disorders, so it is not a good idea to leave it around, as it will reduce the time
available to you to build your stash!
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It’s amazing how much excess there is

A bit clinical but I like to work this way (as some
of my colleagues keep reminding me!)

THE INTERIOR
Although this is only a 1/72 scale kit it comes with a full interior and so
the most important tool to have in your arsenal is a strong magnifier.
Also removing these from their respective mounts will require a little
patience during the clean-up process. Also to be aware is on the
instruction sheet the front cockpit seat mount/headboard is placed too
far back and is placed past the rear glazed section behind the pilot where
in fact it should be in front. As I planned to have the canopies open I
opted to open the side access doors which needs to be done before you
close up the fuselage. The ones supplied are very nicely detailed even in
this scale.

The instructions want you to join some rod (not in
kit) to the rudder pedals. To aid this I drilled two
(0.4mm) holes to secure the rod. Also the
instructions place the pedals too far back and need
to come forward a bit. The picture in the insert is
of my 1/32 Tamiya Spitfire where the pedals are at
the correct distance.

This comes with very nice painted etch instrument
panels. The only thing I did was to sandwich a thin
clear piece of acetate which give the impression of
glass. I used a small amount of PVA glue to secure
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Both front and back seats ready for fitment in the
fuselage. I used Tamiya XF71 cockpit green. The
seat bases were a mix of red/brown to get the
composite colour. As you can see I placed the
rudder pedals according to the instructions so the
pilot would need to be incredibly ‘lanky’ to operate
them!

Cockpits fitted and painted together with the
assorted etch/seatbelts etc. and ready for ‘closing
up’. I did have some issues getting the fuselage
halves to fit correctly due to these cockpit tubs
which were very fiddly so would advise lots of time
and patience! Test fitting also ensures alignment
issues are fixed before you grab the superglue!

CLOSING THE FUSELAGE
Due to the relatively fast setting time I glued the fuselage in stages starting first with the rear then
working my way forward until all was secured. To do this I taped both sides of the fuselage together
and adjusted till I was happy with the alignment then with an applicator (could use a pin or single
strand of wire/nylon fishing line etc.) I dropped a small amount of very thin superglue into the join.
Due to capillary action this flowed along the join and set. Once all was done and the glue had cured
fully I removed the securing masking tape and then used Gorilla Glue which is a little bit thicker to
cover the seam. When this was dry I sanded smooth to remove the seam lines

Superglue applicator being used to apply the very
thin glue to the joints

Now the front gets the same treatment
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Once the fuselage was glued together I used a
wooden cocktail stick to apply the superglue gel to
the joints

Once fully dry different grades of sanding
stick/paper were used to smooth off the
seam lines

EJECTOR SEAT ON A SPITFIRE!!
Once the fuselage was together and the job
of smoothing the seams the rear seat
decided to detached from its mount! To
remedy this, I secured with a ‘dollop’ of
PVA glue under the seat. This would not be
seen when viewed from above.

PVA glue used just to secure the rear seat. In fact,
glad it happened before the wing was fitted!
PANEL LINES
The unfortunate side of seam filling is that sometimes this gets rid of some of the panel lines that you
want to keep! To reinstate these lines, I use Dymo name tag tape which when placed so the edge of
the tape follows the panel line that you want to recover, it is strong enough to allow a seam scriber
(or sharp pointed knife/pin etc.) to re-scribe the line. Once the tape was removed the line was back!

Using my panel line scriber to re-do a panel line

Did the same thing using a sharp standard
scriber although the finish was not as good
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WINGS
Well won’t be a plane without them and the main wing section comes as one unit. There is a large
spine at the front joining the two top wing halves together which needs to be removed, also I found
that the rear tab of the wing was too thick and would not fit flush as was butting up against the cockpit
lower beam so had to thin that out a bit also.

The removal is the same process as described
earlier on the fuselage

Don’t forget to remove the raised portion (marked)
as the wing profile will have a slightly pitched
downward incline and some major gaps! To remove
it I used my razor saw and a scalpel (Be careful as
blood does ruin your concentration!).

You may have realised already but there is a lot
more sanding involved on a resin than a standard
plastic kit

After a few dry runs the main wing was secured to
the fuselage and secured with thin super glue using
the same method as the fuselage. Ensure the wing
set (viewed end on) is correct.

TAIL PLANES
The fitment of these was quite poor, as a plastic kit would have definite tabs to locate in. Although the
horizontal stabilisers did have tabs I found them not as a positive fit as I would have wished. (This
could have also been due to my over enthusiastic clean-up process!). To overcome this I drilled two
holes either side of the location tabs in exactly the same place on both tail planes. These were to
accept short metal pins which secured them both together and to the model. I pinned the vertical
stabiliser also. The only things to watch out for apart from the alignment is that you do not drill down
too far or you will come out of the other side of the rudder and into your fingers! If you don’t want to
pin them glue will do but be careful how you handle the model to avoid breakage. The horizontal tail
planes will also require a little filling (Obviously not the rudder portion!)
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Rear tail planes on and pinned with seems filled.
Forgot to take pictures of the actual pinning
stage!
Note: it’s a good idea at this point to remove
the two engine exhaust groove fillets on both
sides. I didn’t which made removal harder after
painting

Other side: Note the removed access door
apertures and on both pictures & the new panel
lines on the top engine cowling.

ENGINE INLET SCOOP
On removing the engine inlet scoop I inadvertently removed the locating pin. This meant that when I
fitted it, it seemed O/K at the time but after a coat of Tamiya fine surface primer which blended all
the bits together I could see it was not quite straight. This meant sculpting the unit until it was aligned,
as removing it would have destroyed it. Once that was done I cleaned up any other small blemishes
that the primer highlighted

After the primer coat had to do a little surgery on
the inlet scoop! Note: left both radiator covers off
as the radiators themselves were unpainted silver
and so would be fitted after painting

Apart from the air intake the rest of the blemish
removal after the primer coat was quite straight
forward

PAINTING
I started on the underside and used AK Interactive paints RAF Medium Sea Grey. This is an acrylic paint
and works well in an airbrush, but as said earlier if you want to use a good old fashioned brush then
there is no law against it!
I would recommend Tamiya paints as they are acrylic, widely available and also clean-up with water.
They also have a very good colour range which will cover this subject easily.
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First top coat being applied to the underside

The radiator covers and undercarriage spats
were also sprayed at this point

CANOPIES
Before I paint the top of the aircraft I masked the canopies. The reason for this is that I could paint
them at the same time and not have to keep getting the airbrush out for such a small (but important)
task.

The kit comes with pre-cut masks which makes
life easy to carefully mask the canopies. You will
need a masking fluid though to cover the main
areas which are not painted. (or you could use
masking tape). Note: the green is the masking
fluid.

Now carefully masked inside and out so only the
parts that require painting will be. The first coat
is cockpit green then the respective outside
coats. Although I’m not too sure on the results if
brushed painted.

TOP CAMOUFLAGE COAT
Once the underside was masked off the first top colour was sprayed on. I started with AK RAF Ocean
Grey and once dry referred to the colour chart in the kit. As can be seen the colour chart is the same
size, so I used this as a pattern to apply the camouflage on the aircraft. My only issue with this was I
forgot to scan it into my PC which would have come in useful later on in the build!
I secured the paper to the model with white tack rolled into sausage strips and placed inboard on the
underside of the mask this allowed the paper to sit a couple of millimetres above the plane which gave
a fuzzy demarcation line which was what I was after. The paint I used for this AK RAF Dark Green.
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Plans are in 1/72 scale also so perfect for using as a
pattern. Just wish I’d scanned into my PC first!

Some of the more compound curves I used white tack
rolled into sausage strips to follow the contours of the
fuselage instead of the mask and used tape to mask
what I wanted to keep Ocean Grey

I spray directly down on the masks to get the ‘fuzzy’
demarcation line I required

When dry peeled off and had the desired result

UNDERWING RADIATORS
Once the main painting was done I then fitted the etch radiators and covers to the underside wing
area. I had to trim the radiators slightly as the covers would not sit well over them. I could have sanded
the inside of the radiator covers but I did not want to risk breaking them.

The rectangular radiators are of the same size
but the radiator tapers internally so had to trim
the rears slightly

Closest one trimmed but the port one is sitting
high at the back
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DECAL APPLICATION
Once the forward yellow wing lines were masked and sprayed on together with the black wing
walkways the next task was to get the surface ready for decal application. To achieve this a couple of
coats of Humbrol Clear acrylic gloss varnish was applied all over the plane and left to dry fully. The
reason for this is to ensure that the surface is as smooth as possible to ensure the decal adheres fully
to the surface and reduces the effect of ‘silvering’ which is where air can get trapped under the decal.
One decal as required was cut out from the main sheet and placed in water for 10 seconds, removed
and set aside for approx. 30 seconds which by then should now be ready to be removed/slid onto the
model. Once positioned correctly, use a kitchen towel to lightly dab the decal, do no rub or you will
move it. If you do not to worry, just brush on a little water and move with a soft brush or fine tweezers
but if using the later try not to tear the decal. Once it is dabbed dry and all the air and water is out
from under the decal. A quick brush with Microsol will help to ‘snug’ the decal to the model. Be warned
though once you have applied Microsol do not touch or try to move the decal and wait till it is dry as
you will destroy it. The reason that it ‘snugs’ the decal down is that it partially dissolves the top surface
of it

Model varnished and waiting to dry fully before
decals can be applied. Decals require a nice
glossy surface to adhere fully to the surface as if
you apply them to a semi or matt surface you
will find they will have a silvery edge to them
and may even come off when dry!

I started with all the stencils and black no step
lines on the wing. Note I use Microsol to help
the decals ‘snug in’ but there are other decal
softeners available on the market which do just
as good a job. That’s if you want to use a decal
softener in the first place!

The decal application was going well but forgot
to paint on the rear sky blue band!

So to overcome this issue I used Xtra decal XPS2
white decal strip.
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I cut the width I wanted and sprayed it the
correct RAF Sky colour

I applied the decal in 4 parts as the
circumference around the rear fuselage is not
uniform. Once dabbed down a coat of Microsol
‘snugged’ it down

DECAL PLACING ISSUE!!!
After checking the reference pictures, I placed the roundels on both sides of the fuselage and ensured
that when the canopy was in its closed position that the roundel was still visible and not covered by it
(as it is close). Once I got to put the serial number on in the correct place this left very little room for
the ‘I’. I checked the references again and if I had put the roundels any further forward they would
have ended up under the canopy. Although as I am displaying mine with them open it would not have
been obvious! Due to the fact that now these decals are set in and cannot be moved this is going to
have to stay as they are but when you get to this stage I would start with the serial number at the rear
and work your way forward! As this may be just ‘pilot error’ on my part but be warned!!

The roundel cannot go any further forward
without going under the canopy when in its
closed position

Using the scaled camouflage sheet and if placed
exactly to where it suggests the canopy goes
under the roundel when closed!

Once all decals were down another coat of Humbrol Gloss varnish sealed them in and once dry I
applied a coat of semi matt varnish which dulled the sheen down to a more realistic level.
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UNDERCARRIAGE
Next in the build was the undercarriage
and was a straight forward affair apart
from I used the resin 4 spoke weighted
wheels instead of the 3 spoke ones as
used on the actual Spitfire. The reason
being is in my mind they looked better
as the etch for the 3 spoke was a little
2D. I painted the struts aluminium with
chrome for the lower shock absorber
piston rods. The tyres were hand
painted with Tamiya XF85 Rubber black
with the centres painted in aluminium.
The wheel etch spats folded up nicely
with very good detail together with the
etched parts 12 on the lower struts. Once the main and tailwheel were painted/assembled they were
glued in place taking note of side and end-on alignment.
CANOPIES

The kit gives you 2 sets of canopies which is
comforting to know that if you mess up one
you have got another (wish they had done
that with the decals!)
My next task was to cut open both
canopies, this is where the very sharp
precision scissors comes in very handy.
After a bit of planning they separated easier
that I had thought and I attached them
using canopy glue. Which is basically a
stronger version of PVA glue. Try not to use
superglue as that may fog the
transparencies which you may find
difficulty in cleaning up. The canopy does
look good but it’s a pity that no rear view mirror was included above the pilot’s windscreen considering
the amount of other tiny detailed components included in this kit.
ENGINE EXHAUSTS
If you took heed of my suggestion earlier on in the build to remove the 2 fillets out of each exhaust
groove, then you can move on and choose between the fishtail or the rounded exhaust stubs. This
aircraft has the rounded ones and so I cleaned up the excess resin on these with a sharp scalpel and
sprayed them a rusty black/grey colour. Once dry I then carefully removed them both from their
mount and after a little sanding to clean up the saw marks they were fitted with PVA glue in the
grooves. (Maybe obvious but I’ll mention it anyway! Just remember the exhausts point back towards
the tail)
THE BIG WHIRLY THING AT THE FRONT!
The kit gives you 2 types, one with the props already cast with the hub and one with separate blades.
I chose the one with the separated blades as the whole one was broken. Once I painted the Hub RAF
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Sky. I drilled out the holes in the hub (1.2 mm) to accept the blades. Once painted I attached the blades
taking note the correct angle of attack!

Weapons at the ready!

Finished propeller & slightly less than the £125,000
one that was ready and waiting to be fitted to
Boultbee when it reaches 700 flying hours!

THE FINISHED AIRCRAFT
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RICHARD WITH THE “REAL” THING.
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BARBED WIRE FOR THE CLUB BUILD WW1 DIORAMA
BY STEVE LIDSTONE

Having had some success making barbed wire for a 1/72 scale WW1 diorama I found myself lumbered
err – sorry – honoured with the task of producing some for this year's club build, the Tamiya Mk IV
tank.
The net curtain material method which I used before, and which worked well at 1/72, would have
been too small for the 1/35 scale Tamiya model, so a better method was called for. Having seen a
video on the internet I knew roughly what I needed to do, and the hardest problem was finding wire
of the correct gauge. I went up all sorts of blind alleys before realising that the solution had been
under my nose all the time (figuratively speaking that is, I don't have a moustache).
So, if a picture is worth a thousand words, here is my ten thousand word essay on how to make scaled
down barbed wire.

Take a piece of 3 amp flex

Strip away a goodly length of insulation.
Note that to avoid electric shock I used the neutral core,
with the added precaution of making sure it was
unplugged from the mains before I started

Unravel two strands and twist them together to form
the core of the wire
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Continue until the end of the wire.

Take another strand and wrap it once around the core

Loop it back and wrap it again, and again, these
joints will form the barbs. Note that however hard
you tighten the wraps the joints will still slide along
the core, this is actually quite useful because it means
you don't have to be too accurate with the initial
wrap, the spacing of the barbs can be adjusted before
fixing them.

It will probably take several lengths of wire, and definitely
a goodly supply of patience, to get barbs all the way along.
Finally a tiny dab of super glue at each joint fixes the
barbs in place.
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When the glue has dried snip off the surplus wire to
leave viscous little barbs.

If any barbs turn out too long they can be snipped down
again later

[Picture_10 – Finally paint and apply weathering to taste.]
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FORTUNA

M1

BY LEE GILBERT

So, after just over a year in the making, well on and off at least, the bike was finally into the last stages
of the build. Before I could marry all the major components together, there was one final and
important piece of the jigsaw to complete, and let's be honest, also one of the most obvious and
important pieces; the engine!
On this particular bike, each layer
of the block or cylinder head is in
three separate colours, which are
given as XF-16, X-11 and XF-56 in
Tamiya colours. The main part of
the engine or block is done in XF16, or flat aluminium, which I
substituted for Alclad’s excellent
Dull Aluminium. Once dry and left to harden for a few days, I
masked up the main block and proceeded with the next stage of
applying the X-11, or in this case, Alclad White Aluminium. Again,
this was left to cure and harden, before applying the final colour of
XF-56 to the top of the cylinder head. Seeing as this particular colour
seems to go down quite easily, I decided to apply it with a good size
brush, which proved no problem with a slow and steady hand!
With the block itself now painted, the rocker cover, and fuel
injection system were painted accordingly and assembled. The fuel
injection system is done in a combination of pale gold, chrome and silver and looks great! Such a
shame that it's all hidden from view underneath the air box and tank cover! Hi hum, at least I know
it's all there!

The last piece to be completed was the clutch, and at last the engine was complete! Once it had been
left to cure, it was time for the moment I had been anticipating for some time; final assembly!
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The engine is mounted into the frame using Tamiya's traditional and trusted system of four tiny
screws, one in each corner to secure it in place. With the engine now in the frame, all the other
components could now finally go on to their rightful places, such
as the exhaust, radiator, and if course, that familiar bodywork.
The final touch was adding the onboard cameras and antenna,
which were provided in the front fork upgrade set, and at last,
she was finished! As I'm sure Paul has testified many times
before, Tamiya's bike kits are superb and are a real pleasure to
build, and once complete really capture the subject well. All in
all, another highly enjoyable build and now it's onto the next
one!
THE COMPLETED MODEL
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A TALE OF TWO VISCOUNTS
BY KARL SCAMMELL
The
Vickers
Viscount can be
considered as one of
the most successful
British
airliners
produced with a
total of 445 built.
They saw service
worldwide
and
successfully broke
into the US market,
serving with Capital
S&M Models Vickers Viscount 1/144
Airlines, Continental
and Northeast. Production of the aircraft initially was located at Wisley, Surrey. However with space
constraints at Wisley, production was later transferred to Hurn where 279 airframes were built.
During a recent visit to a local show, I purchased two Viscount kits. The first kit I bought dates from
the around the 1960’s and was produced by International Models of Dallas, Texas. The second kit is a
current offering from S&M models.
This kit consists of 25 separate parts, crisply moulded in white plastic. The fuselage does not have any
apertures for windows instead these are shown with decals. The fit of the wings and tail planes to the
fuselage is good with only minimal application of filler required on the joints.

Fuselage and wing assembly in progress.

With the main fuselage assembly complete, the next step was to apply the paint. It was at this stage
that I decided to change the colour scheme for this Viscount. The kit comes supplied with decals for
British Eagle, however, I decided to use these decals on the second kit and therefore required an
alternative for this kit.
A quick trawl of the internet, led me to the 26 Decals site and they supply a set of decals for a British
Air Ferries series 800 airframe. So the colour scheme I was going to adopt for this aircraft was for
British Air Ferries. This airline was based at Southend and flew Viscounts predominately on passenger
and freight charters throughout the UK and the near continent
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An initial coat of Halfords grey
primer was applied, followed by
masking of the wings and lower
fuselage prior to the top half of the
fuselage being sprayed Tamiya X2
gloss white. The next stage was to
paint the wings with the leading
edges and engines sprayed with
aluminium, followed by
the
remaining wing surfaces being
sprayed Light Grey. Next, the lower
fuselage was sprayed with Revel
Lufthansa blue and then finally the
radome was sprayed Flat Black. After
Viscount taxying at Hurn airport, June 85 (happy memories!)
each application of paint, the surface
was left a minimum of 24 hours to harden before applying any masking tape.
With the fuselage and wings painted, I could now apply the decals. The decals were relatively
straightforward to apply, although I had to cut the decal for the tail into two pieces to accommodate
the already fitted tail plane. I normally would have given the paint an initial coat of lacquer at this
point, prior to applying the decals. However, in this case I didn’t and the decal solution did leave some
white marks on the blue lower fuselage which would need touching up later. This problem illustrates
that taking short cuts with model building is never a good idea.
With the decals applied, I then applied a
black wash to the tail and wings to pick out
the flaps and rudder etc. This was followed
by spraying 2 coats of acrylic gloss lacquer
over the fuselage and tail.
The last jobs were to fit the propellers and
undercarriage. Some minor modification
was required to the slots that locate the
undercarriage, to allow it to sit properly.
However, considering this kit is available for
as little as £5.00 direct from S & M Models
(as of August 2016), this is a minor issue.
Overall, this model represents fantastic
value and the quality, considering the price
is good.

Decals applied awaiting undercarriage and props.

Completed British Air Ferries Viscount
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INTERNATIONAL MODELS VISCOUNT 1/120.
Much to Dave Pogson’s amusement I
purchased this kit at the Poole show.
Once I got the kit home I wish I had
listened to him and spent my money
on a VC-10 instead. However, I was
determined to attempt the kit despite
all the issues apparent with it. I haven’t
been able to specifically date the kit
but looking at the labelling and the
quality of the plastic, my guess it dates
from either the 60’s or early 70’s.
Despite extensive searches of the
Original packaging, note price in $!
internet, I could not find any reference
to International Models, so it seems that they have long since disappeared.
It would appear that the original kit was packaged in a similar way to the cheap Airfix kits of the 70’s,
i.e. in a plastic bag, although it was now supplied in a cardboard box. The instructions were clearly
from another kit, although being a rather simple assembly this was not an issue. Other issues included
the poor quality of the fuselage moulding, original decals yellowed and that the propellers were all
broken! Clearly, the lesson to be learnt from this purchase, is to inspect all kits thoroughly before
parting with cash, fortunately it only cost me a tenner!
I started on the fuselage, the first
job was to fill the window
apertures, door features and the
various sink marks. The reason for
filling the existing windows and
doors was that I was going to use a
modern decal set which had these
features already printed onto them.
After sanding, filling, applying grey primer, filling and sanding again numerous times the fuselage was
finally looking reasonable considering the starting point so on went the wings, tail planes and engine
nacelles. The wing and tail plane fit was reasonable considering the fuselage issues, however the
nacelles required considerable work to improve the fit.
I was now ready to start applying the colour scheme. As I already had a spare set of decals from the
S&M Viscount, it seemed sensible to use these accepting that the scale was slightly different.
Therefore, the colour scheme would
be that of British Eagle Airways as
shown in the first photograph of this
article.

Colour scheme applied awaiting decals (note white cheat line will
be covered with the window decal)

British Eagle Airways was an
independent airline operating from
1948 until it went into liquidation in
1968. It operated on domestic,
international and some transAtlantic routes during this period.
The Viscount was in service with
British Eagle from the early 1950’s
until it ceased operating in 1968.
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Initially, the fuselage was given a coat of the Tamiya White Primer before applying the main colour
scheme. On all subsequent airliner builds I intend to use this primer, as it tends to give a better finish
of the subsequent gloss coats. As can be seen from the first image, the upper fuselage is shown as red
although I lightened the red slightly as this would of readily faded when in service. With exception of
the rudder which is shown as white, the remainder of the fuselage is sprayed with metallic aluminium.
This then left the propellers which were sprayed a light grey with yellow tips and the prop spinners
which were sprayed red. The fuselage was then given an initial coat of acrylic gloss lacquer prior to
decal application.
Decal application was straightforward with no problems encountered. I did try applying a wash to pick
out some of the panel lines. However, they were inconsistent in terms of depth being generally
relatively shallow which meant the wash was removed during the subsequent clean up. On reflection
I should have checked this before paint application as it was too late to re-scribe the lines to increase
the depth. The last job was to apply a final coat of acrylic lacquer.
So that was the two Viscount kits completed. The kits in terms of age are at the opposite ends of the
spectrum and I very much doubt if you will find many examples of the International models kit
available. Which is probably just as well. However, as already touched upon you can pick the S & M kit
up for as little as £5.00, this represents fantastic value and provides the opportunity with aftermarket
decals to model some iconic airlines no longer ‘chasing the clouds’.

British
Eagle
Airways
Viscount
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CLUB DIARY 2015/2016
2016
September 21st

Late Club Night

September 23rd

IPMS Farnborough Show

October 5th
October 19th

Early Club Night
Late Club Night

October 8th
October 15th

Bovington Show
Yeovilton Autumn Show

November 2nd
November 16th

Early Club Night
Annual Competition

November 12th/13th
November 20th
November 27th

Scale ModelWorld 2016
Middle Wallop Show
Bugle Call

December 7th
December 21st

Early Club Night
Xmas Night
Next Meeting: Wednesday September 21st

(8pm to 10pm)

CONTACT INFO
Web Site

wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk

Club President
Club Secretary
Magazine Editor
Treasurer
Competition Secretary

email info@romseymodellers.co.uk

Paul Adams
Tony Adams
Tel: 01794 519153
Tony Adams
Tel: 07736555664
Steve Edwards
Sean Summers

email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication
Tony Adams
Paul Adams
Gray Sharpling
Lee Gilbert

Richard Stewart
Karl Scammell
David Pogson
Steve Lidstone

FINDING US
Ampfield Village
Hall
Morleys Lane
Romsey
Hampshire
SO51 9BJ

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information
thus expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the
editor or the club as a whole. Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2016
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