
 

 

 

 

May 2004. 
 

Spring is such a lovely time of the year. The days get longer, warmer and drier. At 
last the winter blues of not being able to tell just what colour it is you are painting 
your model are coming to an end. And those airbrush painters amongst you will now 
be able to see the paint runs and have fewer of those annoying instances where you 
drown your model in a sudden gush of water that comes out of the air line. 

Absolute joy. Or is it? 

It can be so difficult to get the balance right between modelling and all those other 
distractions that come to a head at this time: DIY; decorating the house; needs of the 
family; the garden; days out touring in the car, exams (just so you don’t feel left out, 
Ben).  

Inevitably these pressures can become difficult to resist. But resist we must! There 
are all those terrific new kits, resin accessories and photoetch just crying out to be 
built!! 

St George’s Day Competition. 

Many thanks to everyone who participated in this. I had a good time (even though I 
flunked out when there was a joint first placing, but only one trophy to award). 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Les with his Whippet tank.  

We all thought the painting and weathering was first class! 

1st 



And now a word from the big cheese himself……. 

Chairman’s Chat….. 

“Its that time again when the call of the wild drags you from your cosy modelling 
table. Cutting the grass, trimming the hedges and digging the flower beds. All the 
same, I am glad I can get 40 minutes modelling in before I go to work. 

Pat has come up with suggestion that we make a visit to some of our nearest model 
clubs like Portsmouth , Salisbury and maybe Poole . We have had a couple of visits 
from Portsmouth and we should make the effort to invade a future meeting. 

Lastly many thanks to Pat for completing the wonderful trophy for the St Georges 
competition last month. It was quite a shock to win it. At least there’s still some life in 
the "Old Dog ". 

Club Logo. 

The sharp eyed ones amongst you may have noticed a change in the logo on the 
front page of Update. I think I have taken on most of your suggestions with the club 
logo (some bits I have yet to figure out how to do). So what do you think? Do let me 
know if any further tweaks are needed. 

Solent Skyways. 

Although our new contact, Colin Van Gaffin, was unable to join us last month, we 
have had some contact with him and invited him along to one of our other evenings. I 
have also obtained views from all our members by email about the Spitfire project 
and want to chat with others. I think our plan is to press on with the project for our 
own interest and I have told Colin that we would like to know sooner, rather than 
later, if the museum is still enthusiastic for us to provide a new display for them. 

Coming Events. 
Thanks to Phil for some of these…. 

Midland Model Expo 2004 

This is being held on May 23rd At Leasowes Leisure Centre, Kent Road, Halesowen, 
Near Birmingham. For more details contact D. Jeffrey (Tel: 0121 550 7184), Craig 
Greville (Tel: 0121 360 4905) or Mike Cook Email: cook_mike@hotmail.com or visit 
our website: www.midlandmodelexpo.co.uk 

Phil will be there with the IPMS(UK) USAF-SIG (although they only have a 6' double 
depth table). 

Overlord Show, Horndean. 

This is taking place over the Spring Bank Holiday May 29th – 31st at Horndean. There 
will be a model display in a marquee for the first time this year. South Hants will be in 
there but we did not arrange anything for the Romsey Club. I’ll be going on the 
Monday and look forward to seeing some of you there. 

The address is Five Heads Road, Horndean, Hampshire. Entry charge is £5 for 
adults & £1 for children. The show is open from 09:00 until 18:00 and there is food 
and drink available there. 



IPMS Torbay and South Devon Show. 
This is taking place at Torbay Town Hall,Torquay, on 29 May. For more information 
contact Les Wells, 17 Helford Drive, Broadsands, Paignton, South Devon TQ4 7NL 
or email wellzy_2002@yahoo.com  
Say hello to Phil if you go, he has a trade table booked for this event and will be 
taking stock down to sell. 

IPMS Salisbury. 

This is our next club outing on Saturday June 5th. 
The show has been titled “The Eve Of D-Day”, but 
I have no information as to any special events 
they have planned. 

The address is Wyvern College Sports Hall, 
Church Road, Laverstock.  

The show opens to the public from 10:00 until 
17:00, so I aim to be there to set up no later than 
09:15. We should have 12ft of double depth table 
space.  

Music In The Air. 

I saw this add in the SE Echo for an Army Air Corp 
event taking place on 31st July. Whether the B-17 
will be there I wouldn’t like to say! 

Please let me know if I have missed anything! 

“On The Workbench” 
This is one of the regular features that I am keen to put 
into Update. Many thanks to Vic for getting the ball rolling…….. 
 
Well if I’m being totally honest, I should probably have titled this “Where’s The 
Workbench?” with things as they are currently. You see, for those of you that don’t 
know, my other passion is (feathered) birdwatching and April and May is prime 
migration time. So I spend a fair amount of time out and about at this time of year. 
 
Anyhow, I don’t have a workbench – Ben and I fight each other for space on the 
dining table between mealtimes! 
 
Modelling work is currently (I use the word “currently” loosely, please understand) 
geared towards producing something for the American competition – hopefully this 
year’s! On the bench is a 1:72 Revell P47 Thunderbolt and a 1:48 Eduard P39 
Airacobra. 
 
I started the P47 at the Poole Vikings show to help pass the time of day and 
encourage people to come and talk modelling. Doing something tends to be a great 
way to break the ice for visitors. It has to be said that for somewhere between £3.50 
and £4.00 you get a splendid little kit. The mouldings are certainly of Japanese 
quality – the only part that looks a little “wrong” is the engine cowling opening. A bit of 
work with some files and wet and dry paper should make this look acceptable without 
too much fuss, I think. The internal detail is good, although what you can see is 
rather restricted once the fuselage is together (it’s not yet!!). The boon with this, 
though, is that it has a sliding canopy – that’s one decision I don’t have to make, 
then! 



 
The real attraction of this particular model for me is the colour scheme. Natural metal 
undersurfaces, but the top is camouflaged in light and dark blue! A bit different to the 
usual olive drab/neutral grey schemes. I will be using Lifecolor paints as they 
produce the required FS numbers. Watch this space, but don’t hold your breath folks! 
 
The P39 has had even less 
done to it. There is no way it 
will be ready for this July’s 
competition. However, the 
aim is to finish it in time to 
win second prize behind 
Ben’s Beaufighter in the 
Christmas competition – I 
must brush past that a bit 
more quickly next time the 
wing overhangs the dining 
table!! 
 
Again, the P39 looks to be a 
great kit. For £17:00 you get 
photo-etched parts for 
control panels, seatbelts etc 
and a wonderful decal sheet. The difficulty is deciding which of the four versions 
(French, 2 Russian, Italian) to do. I’ve decided on a Russian version. I will report 
again as the project progresses, but so far, so good! 
 
If it has taught me nothing else, this period of inactivity has made me realise that 
there really is no point in continuing to fill every available bit of cupboard space at 
home with models I’m never going to build. I think the only future purchases are likely 
to be a Hasegawa Spitfire IXc and Tamiya P51B in 1:48 scale and Academy’s P38 
Lightning in 1:72 scale. I guess that’s some kind of declaration of intent but, unlike 
Les, I’m not going to put £50 on the outcome!  
 
Happy modelling! 
 
Vic 

Ace Websites. 

Well, possibly our one I suppose! We spoke about this last month and it looks like a 
fair amount of work will be needed to get one started and then to maintain it. Phil 
came up with an alternative idea of setting up a Yahoo! Group. Whilst it is not a web-
site and would not come to the surface from a search on Google, members of the 
club (and others who express an interest) could post their articles, photos and take 
part in a discussion forum. Costs are minimal. 

Tip Of The Month. (this month, some tips from our esteemed leader…) 

I use the "tails" from stretched sprue to apply super glue. I cut about a two inch piece 
of sprue tail off and dip the thin end in a bath of super glue before I place in the right 
spot. When the tail gets a build up of glue just cut off the end and carry on.  

Lazy Mans Filler: Its really called plastercine and it is best used for small jobs and out 
of sight areas. I use a scalpel blade to push the plastercine into the required area and 
with a wet finger wipe the excess off. With a little practice and a coat of paint no one 
is any the wiser!   



Unexpected Reply. 

Time for a humerous interlude. I stole this one from www.F16.net….  

The German controllers at Frankfurt Airport were a short-tempered lot. They not only 
expected you to know your parking location, but how to get there without any assistance from 
them. So it was with some amusement that we (PanAm 747) listened to the following 
exchange between Frankfurt ground and a British Airways 747 (radio call Speedbird 206) 
after landing.  

Speedbird 206: "Good morning Frankfurt, Speedbird 206 clear of the active."  
Ground: "Guten morgan, taxi to your gate."  

The British Airways 747 pulls onto the main taxiway and stops.  

Ground: "Speedbird, do you not know where you are going?"  
Speedbird 206: "Stand by, ground, I'm looking up the gate location now."  
Ground (with typical German impatience): "Speedbird 206, have you never flown to Frankfurt 
before?"  
Speedbird 206 (coolly): "Yes, in 1944. But I didn't stop."  

St George’s Competition. 

We had a total of 11 entries from 8 members and these were predominantly aircraft. 
Surprising, then, that placings were Les with his Whippet in 1:76 in first place, Paul 
with his superb 1963 Lotus 25 in second place (would look good with Jim Clark 
driving, Paul) and Simon’s “Knight at Tewkesbury” (good to see you turning out your 
super models once again, Simon).  

 

Watch out for that Beaufighter in next years competition!!!! 

 

Many thanks to Phil for taking the photos, some of which are reproduced on the back 
page. 

 

 

Next Meeting: June 17th.  

 

Happy modelling! 

Pat Camp 

Tel: 02380 266828, email pmjccamp@supanet.com or Patrick.camp@jet.uk 


