
 

 

 

 

October 2004. 

Club Annual Competition. 

Next month is competition night, so bring along your work from over the past 12 months and 
enter it into the competition: the more the merrier! 

A new class is being introduced this year for “best photograph”. It may have to be a joint entry 
as the modeller / photographer / editor may not be the same person (although I think extra 
kudos should go to those who do it all single-handedly). What about photos of the “real thing” 
(maybe extra marks for the effort involved in getting the picture or time spent in a Greek 
prison). We may want to discuss some ground rules about what is eligible, etc, or wait and see 
what turns up in the competition first!  

Photo Evening. 

Last month’s photo session went well, although we did experience problems with flash units 
which meant no photos were taken with film. 

 
 

Events since we last met. 

Modelfest 2004 Model Show 
Paul, Les, Vic & myself paid a visit to 
the IPMS Farnborough show held at 
Frogmore Community Campus, 
Yateley on Sunday 19th September.  
Not a particularly big show and not a 
great amount of space, but there were a few traders selling a wide range of models, some at 
low prices, tucked away in the various rooms. 

IPMS Farnborough.

Size of show 3/10 Number of traders 5/10 Competition No
Busy 3/10 Interesting 5/10
Notes: Worth a visit once in a while. 

Just as well it was quiet as there is not a great deal of space.



South West Model Expo 2004. 
South Hants had a table at the show 
held at Bovington Tank Museum over 
the weekend of September 25 & 26. 
Simon and I were there for the 
Saturday only. Plenty enough of 
interest to see, traders to visit, questions to answer such that the day passed really quickly.  
There was a lot of interest and questions from (some very) junior modellers which is nice to 
see. 

Abingdon IPMS Model Show. 

This show was held at a new, larger 
venue at Larkmead School, Abingdon 
on 10th October. I joined the South 
Hants table and, although quiet, there 
was a fair amount of interest from the 
visitors. Mark did particularly well, 
achieving a bronze for one of his 1/76 AFV’s plus three prizes drawn from the raffle. I also won 
in the raffle, but did not enter the competition as too many things (particularly dioramas and 
figures) were grouped in the “Miscellaneous” class.  

Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton. 

The first Junior Modellers show was by no means as popular as the February show: 600 
visitors compared to 2000. However, 
Vic, Ben and I had a good time and 
the day passed quickly. The 
talk/workshop went well but only a few 
people attended any of them. Our 
table was located beneath Concorde. 
Phil was also at the show, manning one of the trade stands in the freezing cold WW1 hall. Not 
a terrific day for the traders! 

Forthcoming Events. 

There are events over three consecutive weekends in November........ 

North Surrey Military Modelling Club. 
Are having their annual show at the Thomas Wall Centre, Benhill Avenue, Sutton, on 
Saturday, November 13. One or two of us from Romsey will undoubtedly be going so let me 
know if you would like to join us. It is a small, but very friendly show with a good competition. 

Scale Modelworld. 

The IPMS nationals are being held at the Telford International Centre on Saturday & Sunday 
November 20 & 21. Paul & Dan may be going up on the Saturday and I also intend to go 
along as well, making some use of the table that South Hants club have their. 

Bugle Call 2004 

This show is held at Bath on the 28th of November (Sunday). Over the last few years this has 
been our last outing of the year and has been a good day out (even with the fire alarm last 
time out). We have requested 18ft of table space as it said on the invite first come first served. 
I will keep you posted on confirmation nearer the time. 

Bovington Tank Museum.

Size of show 8/10 Number of traders 7/10 Competition Sunday
Busy 7/10 Interesting 7/10
Notes: Two day show.

Other events taking place outside the halls.

IPMS Abingdon.

Size of show 3/10 Number of traders 5/10 Competition Yes
Busy 3/10 Interesting 5/10
Notes: Quiet due to town being blocked with other events..

Competition classes geared to aircraft & AFV’s.

FAA Museum Yeovilton Junior Model Show.

Size of show 6/10 Number of traders 6/10 Competition Juniors
Busy 3/10 Interesting 6/10
Notes: Series of talks & workshops held.

Not many entries in the competition.



How can you show your models off to best effect? 

…….some thoughts and ideas on displaying your models......... 

Are you one of those modellers who concentrates on his model, leaving it to the last moment and only 
begrudgingly spending time and money putting it onto a base as you would rather be getting on with the 
next model you want to build? Me, too. Nevertheless, here are some notes to help you go that extra 
step further to turn your solitary model into a stonkingly good looking set piece….. 

Whether your model is placed in a simple scene or made part of an extensive diorama, a 
realistic and representative setting will give your model greater impact. And creating it can be 
a fun & rewarding experience as well! 

Whilst you can always get inspiration from the work of others, your diorama is a result of your 
efforts and imagination. It makes your work unique. How far you go is determined by you: you 
can do as much or as little as you want. 

The good news is that: 

• It need not take long to make a satisfactory display. 

• A lot of it is down to technique. 

• You don't have to spend much. 

• Many of the materials are close at hand.  

The key to success is to think early on about your display and follow a plan. Imagination, more 
than any other ingredient, is the key to building successful dioramas: actual construction can 
be reasonably easy once you are acquainted with some techniques. 

You will have more imagination than you give yourself credit for. If you make an effort to seek 
innovative solutions to problems as they arise, your ingenuity and imagination grow with 
experience. 

The very first hurdle (and one I normally stumble at) is to think of an idea for the display. Here 
are a few thoughts that may help you come up with that inspired but elusive idea. Start by 
asking yourself "what do I want to do with my model" and “what kind of idea am I looking for”: 

• What made you choose this particular subject to model? What was the attraction? 
(assuming here that the reason goes beyond "because it was a cheap kit").  

• Is your model a favourite subject that you want to show on a simple landscaped base?  

• Does it have some particular feature that you want to highlight?  

• Does it evoke thoughts of a time in history, an event or a story? 

• Does it belong in some particular part of the world or theatre of operations? 

• Was the subject typically seen on its own, or with others of a similar or dissimilar kind? 

• What about people: how do they relate to it? 

The latter item, people, bring us to an important topic: figures are a key element of any 
diorama. (Bad news to some of you, I know). It is the human story surrounding the subject that 
is evocative and rarely can any event exclude them. They also give an obvious sense of scale 
and can, by careful positioning, be used to direct the gaze of the viewer to particular features 
on the set piece and the order in which they are seen. Even a single figure on your base can 
make an enormous impression on your completed model. 

Another question you want to consider is whether you want your diorama to show an active or 
inactive scene: 



• An active scene ought to show your subject “doing its thing”: a ship should be sailing, an 
assault tank assaulting, scout vehicle scouting, personnel carrier carrying personnel, etc. 
Things get tricky with aircraft and submarines, though, as airborne aircraft and submerged 
submarine dioramas are grossly impractical & difficult to build. Aircraft on the ground are 
typically either crashed or being serviced! Fortunately, submarines can be displayed on the 
surface.  

• An inactive (or passive) scene could be a ship at anchor, a tank being re-armed, a scout 
vehicle with the occupants standing outside with a map, compass and binoculars, a 
personnel carrier damaged with a track off, and so on….. 

In general, I find action dioramas require greater attention to figure poses & expressions, and 
the absence of such things such as clouds of dust or smoke make the scene look 
unconvincing. Also remember that such a scene is a “three dimensional snap shot” which you 
would look at over a period of time: figures off-balance with arms & legs in mid air and yells 
frozen in time do not look as natural as the relaxed figures in passive dioramas. Passive 
dioramas can be looked at over a long period of time and can reward the viewer with 
interesting side shows, such as 2 or 3 people playing a game of cards in the maintenance 
shack at the back corner of the base. That is my view, but I am ready to be persuaded 
otherwise! 

If you want to do a "story" diorama, the search for an idea becomes more involved. Quite often 
we see photographs or paintings of things that we think would make a great model. Try and 
make a habit of collecting these images or book marking the pages. Remember that our public 
library can be a great source of information and you can search using keywords over the 
internet. As I am sure you have realised by now, there is a huge amount of stuff on the internet 
that can give ideas plus search engines such as Google can help you track down information. 

Avoid trying to copy a photo exactly, rather, take ideas from it 
and other photos and combine them together in your head to get 
a scene that best fits your model. And, importantly, don’t think 
you have to model each and every person and object: select the 
key ones that communicate your story in the clearest way.  

You may come up with numerous major & minor ideas. Make a 
note of them all: even those you don’t use this time will give you 
a helping start next time round. Your aim is to come up with one 
major scene plus one or two minor ones that will add sub-plots to 
your diorama. 

Next time we will consider the layout and composition of your set 
piece. If you can’t wait that long, you will find that Shep Paine’s 
book “How to Build Dioramas”, published by Kalmbach books is 
the “bible”.  

Romsey Quarterly Competition. 

Tonight we vote on a name for the competition and choose the first two themes.  

Names so far for the competition are: 

• Mountbatten Cup 

• Romsey ¼ Cup 

• Portcullis Trophy 

To these I propose adding the “Test Trout”: Romsey’s town crest shows this 
fish as a link to the River Test. Winners of the trophy would be referred to as 
“Trout Holders”.  



Themes gathered together so far are:  
Russia 
Heroes 
Horses 

Red, White & Blue 
x2 

twins 
White 
Birds 
Cats 

“The Italian Job” 
“The French Connection” 

“Germany Calling” 
“Made in Japan” (the subject, not just a Japanese kit) 

Thunder & Lightning 
Any colour you like – so long as it is black! 

Navy 
Tamiya 

 
I would also like one or two competitions exclusive to home-made decals. 

Bespoke Decals. 
How are your ideas coming along? A couple of factors you may want to take into account are: 
• Try and keep the design simple (at least for this first attempt). 
• Avoid white unless you can paint this in or cut the shape from solid decal colour. 
 
Topics so far are: 

“Red Baron” racer. 
Mottled camouflage schemes. 

Swiss markings for Bf109E and MS406 fighters. 
RAF markings in highlighted and shaded tones. 
RAF Coastal Command Catalina in 1/48 scale. 

Phantom Phiftyith. 

2008 sees the fiftieth anniversary of the Phantom. Some of the IPMS Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs) are planning to mark this by putting together a display of around 500 models (one for 
every ten built). Owing to the amount of space this huge number will take up, the scale of the 
models is intended to be mainly 1/72nd, with every 50 models marked by being 1/48th and 
every 100 being 1/32nd. 

At the moment the idea is in the fledgling stage and is bound to change as it develops. Would 
you like to take part, either individually or as a club? Phil reckons our contribution would be 
welcomed although some details would have to be resolved. 

Whatever happens, it is perhaps worth considering purchasing & building a Phantom kit to 
mark the future anniversary. 

Airbrush Technique. 

Last month there was some chat regarding us having an airbrush evening, a get-together of 
airbrushes and users to compare techniques and ideas. I think this is a great idea, although I 
wonder if it is too messy & smelly for doing in the club house. What are your thoughts on this? 



Next Meeting: November 18. 

This is our annual competition so please bring your entries along: the more the merrier! If each 
of us puts in at least one model we should have the makings of a good competition! Below are 
a couple of entry slips you can complete to save all that writing on the night….. 

 

Happy modelling! 

Pat Camp 

Tel: 02380 266828, email pmjccamp@supanet.com or Patrick.camp@jet.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


