
 

 

 

January 2005. 
 
……. And best wishes to you all for a happy, healthy and 
prosperous year! Tonight is the very first of our new “Test Trout” 
quarterly competitions, so let’s hope they prove to be popular and 
enjoyable. Certainly the super trophy Les has made is well worth 
the effort winning! This first one is for a model in any scale, of any 
age, or one of your photographs that can be related (however 
tenuously) to the theme of “Russia”. 
 
Congratulations to all those who were placed in our annual 
competition and, in particular, to Ben for winning Best In Show with 
the Beaufighter that all of us have admired during the year. 
The photographic class was new this year and I think it was a 
success, but please let me have your opinions! 
 

 

Forthcoming Events. 
First of a request for information. I would like to mention any collector’s fairs, swapmeets, etc that take 
place locally such as Eastleigh Leisure Centre. If you have any useful information I’ll add it to Update. 

Romsey Modellers 
Best In Show 2004.

1/48 Beaufighter. 
Ben Short. 



Fleet Air Arm Museum. 

This show is being held at the Yeovilton museum on Saturday 
February 12. This has proved to be one of our favourite events 
and a good way to kick off the new season. We have 18 foot of 
table space (6 foot more than last year) with electrical supply. 
The entries in the model competition are generally of a higher 
standard than the judging! We also hope to have Terry Nappin 
& Chris Pearce from the South Hants club with us. 

Romsey Railway Modellers Annual Show 

This is being held at the 
Crosfield Hall in Romsey on 
Saturday February 19 from 
10:00 until 17:00. I’ve not been 
there myself: perhaps anyone 
who has can tell us something 
about it. I think regardless of your interest in railways it is always 
good to see how the scenic work is done and collect materials 
and ideas for proper models. 

Military in Miniature 2005. 

The Aldershot BMSS show is being held at The Princes Hall, 
Aldershot on Saturday February 26. For the first time, we have 
decided not to have a stand at this show. Those wishing to 
display their models will, I’m sure, be welcome to put them on 
the South Hants club table by prior arrangement. 

Figurines Show In Antwerp. 

Les passed me details of a show being held in Antwerp on March 5 
& 6. See me for the leaflet if you are interested in going. 

AMT Model Show. 

This is the leading modelling event in Spain and is also attended by 
modellers from France, Portugal, Italy, Britain, Belgium, Sweden and 
the USA. The show takes place in the small town of Torrent which is 
near Valencia in Spain. The next show takes place on April 29, 30 
and May 1 (which is the Friday, Saturday and Sunday of our May 
Bank Holiday weekend).I have a report from the show held earlier 
this year and it looks like fun. Entry is free! Website is 
http://www.digitalmk.com/~amtshow/paginas/amt2002_ing.html The 
club lists hotels where they have agreed reduced room rates. 

Budget flights to Valencia are being introduced by Thomsonfly out of Bournemouth from late 
March. If any of you are interested then please let me know as I am considering going there 
for a long weekend or for a whole week. 

Duxford. 

I’ve pinched the following information from the IWM Duxford web site. I could only find information about 
flying days and could not find any model related events, so if you hear of some then please let me 
know. Take note there are changes taking place at the museum so do check to make sure all is okay 
before setting out….. 



Imperial War Museum Duxford has begun its ambitious new project to create AirSpace, the 
centre for UK aviation heritage. One of the first stages of this redevelopment involved the 
decanting of exhibitions and some of the aircraft previously housed in Hangar One out to other 
locations on site. Consequently, aircraft housed in the other hangars were moved around to 
make room for some of the aircraft from Hangar One. As a result of the decanting process 
visitors should be aware that there will be some changes to the layout of aircraft in various 
hangars on site. 

Air Shows in 2005 
Come to Duxford and experience a feast of colour, sound and power when some of the most 
popular aircraft in history take to the air.  A superb day out for all the family – save ££s by 
booking your tickets in advance or, for the ultimate VIP experience, upgrade to Gold Pass. 

Victory in Europe Anniversary Air Show – Saturday 7 & Sunday 8 May 

A nostalgic and evocative two day show to celebrate the 60th 
anniversary of the end of the Second World War.  Aircraft 
synonymous with the 1940s such as the Spitfire, Lancaster and B-
17 Flying Fortress will appear alongside some of today’s fastest 
jets.  The action in the air will be complemented by Duxford’s 
outstanding themed exhibitions on the Second World War.  FREE 
ADMISSION FOR VISITORS AGED 60 AND OVER.  Unmissable! 

 

Flying Legends Air Show – Saturday 9  & Sunday 10 July 

This fabulous warbird show, the best in Europe, will once again 
feature a breathtaking selection of the great propeller-driven combat  
aircraft of two world wars.  These classic aircraft will take to the sky 
in exquisitely choreographed flying sequences designed to 
showcase the aircraft at their very best.  Many of the Allied combat 
aircraft types that fought in the Pacific theatre of operation will take 
part in the show.  Both days will culminate in the emotive spectacle 
of the mass flypast finale – a sight which has to be seen and 
experienced to be believed.  The veterans, the pilots, the aircraft 
and the atmosphere are all here in this wonderful, nostalgic two-day 
action experience. 

Battle of Britain 65th Anniversary Show – Saturday 10 & Sunday 11 September 

Join us in paying tribute to Churchill’s “Few” in commemorating this 
special anniversary of Britain’s “Finest Hour”.  Over what will surely 
be an emotive two days, the classic fighters of the Battle of Britain – 
Spitfires and Hurricanes – will take to the sky in an extravaganza of 
fast-paced and nostalgic excitement.  Where else but Duxford, 
home of the Spitfire, will it be possible to see squadrons off Spitfires 
taking off in a Spitfire Scramble, or rare Hurricanes in action?  
Surviving Battle of Britain pilots will be present to witness Duxford’s 
tribute to ”The Few”.  Other classic aircraft will also feature in this 
stunning two day show as well as modern RAF fast jets. 

Autumn Air Show – Sunday 16 October 
The last major UK air show of the year and a wonderful final opportunity to see some air show 
favourites for the last time this year.  Aircraft from the 1930s to the present day will thrill in this 
one-day show which has a special place in the Duxford events calendar.  Buy tickets in 
advance for the show and get free return tickets to Duxford Museum. 
Ticket hotline Tel. 01223 499353 



Do you know?…… 

I came across the following but I don’t know if is correct or universally applied….  

If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front legs in the air, the person died in 
battle.   

If the horse has one front leg in the air the person died as a result of wounds received in 
battle.  
If the horse has all four legs on the ground, the person died of natural causes. 

Medal News. 
Many thanks to John Cox for this contribution to Update…. 

On 26 June 1944 at Bishenpur, Burma (now Myanmar), Naik 
Agansing Rai led his section in an attack on one of two posts 
which had been taken by the enemy and were now threatening 
our communications. Under withering fire the naik and his party 
charged a machine-gun, he himself killing three of the crew. The 
first position having been taken, he then led a dash on a 
machine-gun firing from the jungle, where he killed three of the 
crew, his men accounting for the rest. He subsequently tackled 
an isolated bunker single-handed, killing all four occupants. The 
enemy were now so demoralised that they fled and the second 
post was recaptured. 

The V.C. awarded to Corporal Agansing of the 5th Royal Gurkha 
Rifles for his gallantry during the Japanese offensive in 1944 was 
recently sold by Spink’s for £115,000 (plus premium). This figure 
included his other 11 medals (5 for Indian Army service since 
1948) and was above the pre-sale estimate of £100,000. 

How can you show your models off to best effect? 

…….some further thoughts and ideas on displaying your model. 
We have constructed our base and have decided where to position our model on it. Before we go on to 
talk about applying groundwork, let’s consider the options available for securing the model in place…. 

One of the things best decided early on is how you intend to attach your model to the base. My 
preference is to make the attachment as strong as possible so that it will withstand the rigours 
of travel (particularly the insidious effects of traffic humps, an invention of the devil himself!) to 
model shows and club nights. 

Some types of model are easier than others. A waterline ship model may be the easiest of 
them all as it has a large contact surface with the base and so could be glued in place without 
the need for any additional reinforcement of the joint. 

Heavy vehicles such as trucks and tanks can also have reasonable contact areas. Gluing 
without reinforcement may be suitable if the model is light. Otherwise it may be possible to use 
a screw or two to go up through the base into the underside of the model without being seen. 

Where the above methods may fail is when the contact area is small, such as for figures and 
aircraft. Before I paint a figure, I attach it to a handle using brass rods so that I don’t need to 
hold the model itself. The rods are glued into holes drilled up into the legs. Once painting is 
completed, the rods can then be used to support the model in its new permanent home.  

Other types of model can be handled in a similar way. If you are going to “weight” the tyres 
then do that before you drill the hole for the brass rod. Try and make the rod a push fit into the 
wheel so you can use it as a holder for when you paint the wheel, but can remove it for trial 



fitting to the model itself. I avoid gluing the rods to the wheels and the wheels to the model 
until the time comes to put the model onto the base. 

Holes will need to be drilled into corresponding holes in the base. Marking the location of these 
holes can sometimes be difficult. I use a pair of dividers to gauge the distance between pins 
and transfer this to the base. For an aircraft, this would be the distance between the holes on 
the main undercarriage. Drill out this first pair of holes using a generous sized clearance drill. 
Trial fit the model in place. If there are more holes needed (a third would be needed for an 
aircraft nose or tail wheel) then use the model to gauge the position for these on the base.  

An idea I have just thought of (so not tried) is to place a small disc of Blu-Tack onto the base 
roughly where the holes are needed. Cover each with a small piece of Clingfilm. Lightly press 
the model into place. It should be possible to determine the position of the holes from the 
imprint that is left. If it is not, try again but this time with short rods fitted to the model (making 
sure you will be able to pull them out afterwards) and the ends of the rods will leave an imprint. 

Although I’ll be talking about doing the groundwork next month, now is the right time to 
mention about setting your model in place. Remember the subject you have modelled will 
have weight (particularly if it is a tank) and so it needs to be seen firmly planted into the 
ground. When the groundwork is still soft, gently press your model into it and make sure there 
are no daylight gaps remaining beneath. Only leave your model in place if you are sure it will 
lift off after the groundwork has set! You should also set other imprints such as wheel and 
track marks, even boot marks at this time. 

Once you have determined where the holes are needed, drill clearance size holes in the base 
so the rods are a loose fit: if you have everything tight it may put too much strain on the model 
when you come to assemble it in place. 

Glue the rods to the model using superglue. Glue the model to the base using epoxy resin, 
making sure there is plenty of glue in the clearance sized holes. The rods should be abraded 
and cleaned before gluing to achieve a strong bond. 

67 Squadron RAF. 

Many thanks once again to John Cox for the description of 67 Squadron’s actions in 
the Far East conflict between March 1941 and 1942 taken from Bloody Shambles 
Vol 1, Christopher Shores, Grub Street 1992. 

67 Squadron was originally formed in the 1st World War, then disbanded in 
the cut backs of 1920-21. In March 1941 the unit was reformed at Kallang 
airfield in Singapore, staffed with British flying and ground crews. The 
squadron was issued with American Brewster Buffalo fighters. Three other 
squadrons on the island, 243 of the RAF and 21 & 453 of the RAAF also 
received Buffaloes and later in 1941 488 an all-New Zealand squadron 
became the last of the Buffalo units in the Far East. In August 1941 it was 
decided to establish a dedicated fighter unit in Burma, and in October the squadron sailed for 
Rangoon leaving its complement of Buffaloes and 50% of air and ground crews to be 
absorbed by 488 Squadron. 

On arrival they found that all but three of their Buffaloes were still in crates on the dockside. All 
hands being put to work the aircraft were soon assembled and the aircrews commenced 
training from the RAF base at Mingaladon. The American Volunteer Group (Flying Tigers) 
equipped with P-40B Tomahawks were based at Toungoo north east of Rangoon. After 
declaration of war, two AVG squadrons flew to Kunming in China whilst the third joined 67 
Squadron in Mingaladon. 

Immediately hostilities began the squadron began air patrols in the vicinity of Rangoon. There 
was one radar station in Burma covering the approaches to Rangoon supplemented by 



observers and a telephone system, often clogged with civilian traffic, consequently the pilots 
frequently had to spend hours on cockpit alert. 

 
As the Japanese moved northward through Thailand into southern Burma the squadron 
carried out several strafing attacks on enemy airfields. The real air war over Burma began on 
23rd December when a major Japanese force of about 80 bombers and 30 fighters attacked 
Rangoon and the airfield. This force was intercepted quite early by two patrolling Buffaloes 
who raised the alarm before being driven off by the fighter escort. The remainder of 67 and the 
AVG squadron scrambled just as the Japanese bombs were falling. Several aircraft on the 
ground were destroyed along with many buildings, including the Operations Room together 
with all its staff. 13 Japanese fighters were claimed, against the 11 confirmed, whilst the AVG 
lost 4 and two pilots and 67 two aircraft but both pilots parachuted to safety. The Japanese 
returned two days later and added to the damage at Mingaladon airfield and Rangoon docks. 
This time no warning was given and 67 lost 4 aircraft and pilots before they could get fully 
airborne and another three aircraft but no pilots in dog fights. In return the squadron claimed 5 
bombers (4 confirmed) and two fighters (confirmed). 

The day time attacks now ceased for a time but every night several bombers came over 
bombing at random. Because of the damage done to the aircraft, air and ground crews were 
widely dispersed and no attempt was made to interfere with the night raiders. With no 
replacement aircraft available, maintenance had become a severe problem. Damaged aircraft 
were stripped for parts, but the squadron was on an operational downward spiral. For the first 
few weeks of January 1942 the squadron concentrated on long range reconnaissance flights 
for the Army, normally staged through landing strips at Toungoo and Namsang. Still the 
casualties mounted with squadron losing 4 aircraft and three pilots by the 20th January and 
another aircraft and pilot on the 24th. However, the squadron was not finished, late on the 24th 
the four aircraft left to them ran into a group of 12 Ki21 bombers without their fighter escort and 
claimed 6 destroyed (confirmed) and 3 damaged. 

The ground situation was now becoming so bad through lack of air support that Indian Air 
Force Lysanders were being used as bombers escorted by 67’s Buffaloes. In the last week of 
January Hurricane’s arrived in Rangoon, but what was left of 67 kept on in its own way. With 
the fall of Singapore on the 15th February the Japanese were able to concentrate more 
strength against Burma. What was left of 67, 4 Buffaloes, air and ground crews deployed to 
Magwe, whilst the remainder of the squadron was evacuated to Luclia(?). By the 8th March the 
end came, the one remaining Buffalo RD-E (W8250) flew out to India while the remaining 
personnel flew out by DC-2 to India. 



67 Squadron enjoyed none of the advantages available to RAF Fighter Command during the 
Battle of Britain. It had initially no early warning system, aircraft/spares replacement capability. 
Yet together with the AVG put up probably the most successful opposition to the Japanese Air 
Force in the first few months of the Pacific War. 

(Above: New releases in 1:48 scale by Classic Airframes). 

John’s interesting article inspires a few thoughts for interesting model subjects: the Buffalo, AVG 
Tomahawk and, even, Indian Air Force Lysander bomber! Placing these war weary aircraft in a tropical 
setting would look very attractive. Incidentally, I came across an article by Jagan Pillarisetti which gives 
more detail of the Lysander flying out of Toungoo. 

The then Squadron Leader Karun Krishna Majumdar (popularly known as "Jumbo") was in command of 
No.1 IAF Squadron when it was posted to Burma. The Lysander equipped squadron reached Toungoo 
airfield on 1 Feb 1942. The Japanese Air Force attacked the very next day, destroying allied airfield 

installations and aircraft, leaving only No.1 Squadron aircraft unscathed. 
Majumdar immediately planned a retaliatory raid on the Japanese airfield at 
Mae-Haungsan, from where the attackers took off. The Lysander was an 
Army Cooperation type and its employment in offensive bombing missions 
was unheard of. 
The next day, when Majumdar took off in a solitary Lysander armed with 
two 250 lbs. bombs, the New Zealanders of No.67 RAF Squadron which 
was sharing Toungoo, in  sheer admiration and respect for this young 
Indian who was taking on the Japanese, sent an escort of two Buffalo 
fighters for the Lysander. Majumdar flew at low level, skimming tree tops to 
achieve complete surprise at the Japanese airfield. He dropped his bombs 
with unerring accuracy on a aircraft hanger at the airfield, destroying it as 

well as the aircraft in the hanger. 
The very next day, Majumdar was in the thick of the action again, this time he led the whole squadron 
on a bombing mission on the airfield, destroying several buildings, wireless installations and aircraft on 
the ground. These lumbering Lysanders would have been no match to the Japanese Zeros and Oscars. 
But it was the Indian Pilots courage and skills that made them take such risks. From then till the fall of 
Rangoon in April, the Lysanders provided close air support work for the Army. Finally withdrawing after 
handing over their Lysanders to the Burmese Air Force. 
 
Jumbo was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) for his leadership of the squadron during the 
Burma Campaign. 

Trafalgar Day. 

Trafalgar Day is on 21 October. This year sees the 200th anniversary of the great sea battle so 
be on the look out for interesting maritime events coming up. I came across the following 
update of the events of that day…….. 
Nelson: "Order the signal, Hardy." 
Hardy: "Aye, aye sir." 
Nelson: "Hold on, that's not what I dictated to the signal officer. What's the meaning of this?" 
Hardy: "Sorry sir?" 



Nelson (reading aloud): "England expects every person to do his duty, regardless of race, gender, 
sexual orientation, religious persuasion or disability". "What gobbledygook is this?" 
Hardy: "Admiralty policy, I'm afraid, sir. We're an equal opportunities employer now. We had the devil's 
own job getting 'England' past the censors, lest it be considered racist." 
Nelson: "Gadzooks, Hardy. Hand me my pipe and tobacco." 
Hardy: "Sorry sir. All naval vessels have been designated smoke-free working environments." 
Nelson: "In that case, break open the rum ration. Let us splice the main brace to steel the men before 
battle." 
Hardy: "The rum ration has been abolished, Admiral. It's part of the Government's policy on binge 
drinking." 
Nelson: "Good heavens, Hardy. I suppose we'd better get on with it ...full speed ahead." 
Hardy: "I think you'll find that there's a 4 knot speed limit in this stretch of water." 
Nelson: "Damn it man! We are on the eve of the greatest sea battle in history. We must advance with all 
dispatch.  Report from the crow's nest please." 
Hardy: "That won't be possible, sir." 
Nelson: "What?" 
Hardy: "Health and safety have closed the crow's nest, sir. No harness. And they said that rope ladder 
doesn't meet regulations.  They won't let anyone up there until a proper scaffolding can be erected." 
Nelson: "Then get me the ship's carpenter without delay, Hardy." 
Hardy: "He's busy knocking up a wheelchair access to the fo'c'sle Admiral." 
Nelson: "Wheelchair access?   I've never heard anything so absurd." 
Hardy: "Health and safety again, sir. We have to provide a barrier-free environment for the differently 
abled." 
Nelson: "Differently abled? I've only one arm and one eye and I refuse even to hear mention of the 
word. I didn't rise to the rank of admiral by playing the disability card." 
Hardy: "Actually, sir, you did. The Royal Navy is under-represented in the areas of visual impairment 
and limb deficiency." 
Nelson: "Whatever next? Give me full sail.  The salt spray beckons." 
Hardy: "A couple of problems there too, sir. Health and safety won't let the crew up the rigging without 
hard hats. And they don't want anyone breathing in too much salt - haven't you seen the adverts?" 
Nelson: "I've never heard such infamy. Break out the cannon and tell the men to stand by to engage the 
enemy." 
Hardy: "The men are a bit worried about shooting at anyone, Admiral." 
Nelson: "What?   This is mutiny." 
Hardy: "It's not that, sir. It's just that they're afraid of being charged with murder if they actually kill 
anyone.  There's a couple of legal-aid lawyers on board, watching everyone like hawks." 
Nelson: "Then how are we to sink the Frenchies and the Spanish?" 
Hardy: "Actually, sir, we're not." 
Nelson: "We're not?" 
Hardy: "No, sir. The Frenchies and the Spanish are our European partners now. According to the 
Common Fisheries Policy, we shouldn't even be in this stretch of water. We could get hit with a claim for 
compensation." 
Nelson: "But you must hate a Frenchman as you hate the devil." 
Hardy: "I wouldn't let the ship's diversity co-ordinator hear you saying that sir. You'll be up on 
disciplinary." 
Nelson: "You must consider every man an enemy, who speaks ill of your King." 
Hardy: "Not any more, sir. We must be inclusive in this multicultural age. 
Now put on your Kevlar vest; it's the rules. It could save your life" 
Nelson: "Don't tell me - health and safety. Whatever happened to rum, sodomy 
and the lash?" 
Hardy: As I explained, sir, rum is off the menu!  And there's a ban on 
corporal punishment." 
Nelson: "What about sodomy?" 
Hardy: "I believe that is now legal, sir." 
Nelson: "In that case ...kiss me, Hardy.  

Next Meeting: February 17. 

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email pmjccamp@supanet.com or 
Patrick.camp@jet.uk 


