
 

 

 

February 2005. 

Events since we last met. 

Fleet Air Arm Museum. 
This show was held this past Saturday February 12 and was a great success and all of us 
enjoyed the event. There seemed to be more stands and traders than ever before plus a good 
turn out by the modelling public. There 
were some super ship models in the 
competition and on club stands and I 
came away feeling most inspired. 
I think our club stand was in a good 
location and so I’ll try and retain it for 
next year. 

Forthcoming Events. 
Many thanks to Simon for listing the local events that are coming up…. 

Romsey Railway Modellers Annual Show 

This is being held at the Crosfield Hall in Romsey this Saturday 
February 19 from 10:00 until 17:00. I’ve not been there myself: 
perhaps anyone who has can tell us something about it. I think 
regardless of your interest in railways it is always good to see how the 
scenic work is done and collect materials and ideas for proper models. 

 Fleet Air Arm Museum Model Show.

Size of show 10/10 Number of traders 9/10 Competition Yes
Busy 8/10 Interesting 8/10 
Notes: 5 named tickets by museum, others at group rate of £7.00 each. 

Recommended.

1st Place.  

Romsey Modellers 
January 05 

Test Trout 
Competition. 

By Dave Henwood 

Sopwith Triplane. 

2nd Place.  

By Gary Bezant 
German Stormtrooper. 

Su 25. 

By Paul Guppy 

3rd Place.  



Southampton Toyfair. 

This is being held at the Avenue Hall in Southampton on the evening of Tuesday February 
22. Again, this is one I’ve not been to myself but talk with Simon if you would like more details. 

Military in Miniature 2005. 

The Aldershot BMSS show is being held at The Princes Hall, Aldershot on Saturday February 
26. For the first time, we have decided not to have a stand at this show. Those wishing to 
display their models will, I’m sure, be welcome to put them on the South Hants club table by 
prior arrangement. 

Eurotrack. 

This show is being held at Eastleigh’s Fleming Park Leisure Centre 
on Saturday and Sunday February 26 & 27. This show is not 
without interest for all modellers and you can get scenic materials 
quite cheaply. Last time I went I spent some time talking to building 
modellers who have given me permission to use their notes for a 
future edition of Update. 

Figurines Show In Antwerp. 
Les passed me details of a show being held in Antwerp on March 5 & 
6. See me for the leaflet if you are interested in going. 

Eastleigh Toyfair. 
This event is being held at Eastleigh’s Fleming Park Leisure Centre on Sunday March 20.  

Poole Vikings Model Show. 

This is being held on Saturday 23 April at St Mary’s Church Hall. Note this is a change in 
venue from last year and so I’ll put a map showing the location in March and April’s Update. 

How can you show your models off to best effect? 

…….some further thoughts and ideas on displaying your model. 
We have planned the layout of our display, determined the size of the base and then constructed it. Last month we 
talked about attaching your models. Now we get down and dirty doing the groundwork…… 
 
In his book on dioramas, Shepherd Paine says that he uses Celluclay for groundwork. This is 
a proprietary paper pulp material that is mixed with water to make papier mâché. The material 
is easy to use, sets overnight (or maybe a little longer) to give a nice earth-like texture. 

Start by marking locations of key features such as roads, embankments, ditches, buildings, 
etc. If you have substantial changes in elevation then it would be well worth using wood 
packing to go beneath the groundwork material. 

Give the base a coat of varnish to protect it from moisture from the Celluclay.  

The Celluclay is mixed by piling a small amount into a mixing bowl and mixing water in a little 
at a time. SP says to add a drop or to of dish washing liquid as this helps the water to wet and 
penetrate the Celluclay. You can add some colouring although Shep Paine doesn’t normally 
bother doing so. Knead the Celluclay with your fingers until thoroughly mixed. Continue to add 
water until you get a solid, gooey consistency of bad oatmeal (not entirely sure I would know 
what bad oatmeal feels like). Draw off excess moisture with a paper towel. If the mix is thin & 
runny it will shrink on drying, showing the outline of blocks or figure bases underneath it. The 



final ingredient in the recipe is a dollop of white glue to help the mixture adhere to the base. 
Some people roughen up the surface of the base to provide a key for the adhesive, but this is 
not really necessary. 

Transfer the mixture to the base & use a spatula or fingers to spread it to the edges, leaving 
slight rises & hollows in the ground. Smooth the material neatly down at the perimeter with 
your finger. You can wipe wet Celluclay off the base, but it may be an idea to mask off veneer 
beforehand. 

Install buildings, figures on bases & any accessories that must be embedded in the ground 
and work the clay up & around them with a small tool. 

Earth & rocks. 
Sand, gravel & earth sold in model shops can be too uniform: the gutters outside your house 
will have broad range sand, pebbles & tiny rocks. Install the rocks first by setting them into the 
ground, not on top of it. Think about the topography of the area where your scene: natural 
rocks are often seen as strata so flat rocks want to be set at a similar inclination. In rural 
scenes, stone walls or irregular piles of rocks may be placed around the edges of the fields. 

After the rocks have been positioned, sift the sand into place with a coarse sieve and tamp 
slightly into place using your fingers.  

Ground texture 
Leave the Celluclay clear to represent bare earth. Grass can be represented using static 
grass. This is available in a range of colours (although you will be painting it over later) and is 
applied by sprinkling over wet white glue applied onto the areas you want to cover (avoid 
tamping it down as it will mat together). The next thing is to lightly blow across the grass and 
this action removes excess fibres and makes the remaining ones stand upright. Magic! 

If you have any trees (and I will say more about trees later), they should be set in position now. 
Other items, such as shrubs, can either be fixed in place now or attached once the ground 
beneath has been painted. Long grass is certainly best left until the ground is painted. 

The final job before leaving the Celluclay to set overnight is to position your models in place. I 
spoke about doing this last month so I shan’t repeat it all again here. 

Colouring In. 
Paint the groundwork once the Celluclay has fully set. Use oil or lacquer based paints as these 
will not soften the Celluclay. 

Use an ordinary house painting brush 1/2" or 3/4" wide. Brush a liberal amount of thinners 
over the groundwork as this makes sure paint will run into the nooks & crannies. Mix up some 
dark brown, keeping the colour slightly on the greenish side (avoid reddish browns unless you 
know that to be correct for your location, as an unusual colour will attract undue attention). For 
desert terrain, mix a lighter dusty tan. 

Whilst the earth colour is still wet, mix a dark green & apply it to the grassy areas: don't worry if 
the brown & green mix at the edges, this is desirable. Leave this first coat of paint to dry 
overnight. 

Highlight the ground texture by drybrushing. Use a 1" wide artists white bristle brush for doing 
groundwork. Dip only the tip of the brush into a mix which is distinctly lighter in colour than the 
base coat. Stroke the brush back & forth over a piece of cardboard to remove most of the paint 
and then whisk it lightly across the surface of the ground: there should be just about enough 
paint to deposit on the high surfaces. No colour should run into recesses. It may take several 
passes of the brush to deposit enough paint and in some cases you may need to use a 
scubbing action. 



Mix a lighter shade of the same colour and repeat the process, but this time brush so lightly 
that you only hit the highest spots. Repeat with an even lighter shade if necessary. 

Use white to lighten the colour unless it goes grey, in which case add more tan. If necessary, 
start with a fresh mix of paint. 

Dry brush grassy areas just as you do the earth. Use a yellowish green and aim for a lot of 
contrast, so neat yellow is okay. You may want to use a slightly different colour (more green 
than yellow) to represent grass flattened by prop wash or wheels. Also, I like to have shadow 
beneath the models so would avoid highlighting these areas. 

Dry brush a little of the earth colour into the fringes of the grassy areas so the greens & 
browns fade into each other. 

Next month we’ll talk about trees, leaves and ground cover. I bet you can barely wait! 

Modeller Of The Month. 
Variously known as “Obi Wan Kanobi” or  “The Big Cheese”, Les has started the “modeller of the month” ball rolling 
with some of his modelling memories. Whilst these sensations will be serialised over the next two or three issues of 
“Update”, they may well be published separately in a little red book of “The Thoughts of Chairman Les”….. 

Name:  Les Cooper 

DOB:   27/ 09/ 1950 

Town:  Croydon  Surrey 

My first memory of anything modelling must have been a birthday or Christmas. I am at my 
Aunts house and carrying a large box containing a shiny dark blue model of the Grumman 
Panther from Aurora or Hawk I think. I vaguely remember Allen, my eldest brother, making 
balsa models and he must have helped me glue the kit together. I do remember cutting around 
the transfers with a pair of scissors and trying to glue them on, backing paper included. Well 
nothing much has changed there then! 

My next recollection is not until I am about 10 or 11. Saturday morning I would be straining at 
the leash to walk into Croydon and the Mecca of models: Woolworths. I would rush up to the 
big chrome doors and push them open eagerly heading for the kit counter. You could not miss 
it as it always had a mountain of bagged Airfix kits. I was like a moth to a flame: nothing else 
mattered but to get my grubby little mitts on a new kit. My Mum must have had the patience of 
a Saint as I spent ages rummaging through the bags. 

Eventually I would make a choice and Mum would pay the one-shilling and sixpence to the 
assistant and I would go off clutching the paper bag with my new kit. I would now have to 
endure shopping with my Mum while she did the weekly shop. After what seemed like a 
lifetime we would get home.  

Off with the cap and coat and out with the glue, discard the paper bag and look at my latest 
toy. Pull off the header, a glance at the instructions and down to business. Break off all the 
parts, smother them in glue and stick them together. If something did not fit, glance at the 
instructions again. It was not to long before I took a longer look at the instructions before 
assembly started. 

I entered my first model exhibition a couple of years after that . This was at my secondary 
school in the school library. Peter, my other brother, would buy the latest issue of 
COMMANDO comic and there was always a wonderful colour front cover. On one particular 
issue was a bright yellow Zero with a red cowling: it was meant to be a kamikaze aircraft. I just 
happen to have the Airfix Zero and duly made and painted the model in gloss yellow and red. 
When I took it to school the paint was still a little tacky (and my painting is still the same now). 



My model was hung up by fishing line as part of the display which lasted about a week so by 
the time I collected it the paint was dry. 

When I started work modelling came to a standstill there were more important things to keep 
me occupied like girls and booze. I would make the odd kit that was a birthday or Christmas 
present but that was it. I had a step-brother, Donald, who started modelling about this time and 
would buy all the latest Revell kits and paint them with gloss paint . I was green with envy 
seeing all these wonderful models appearing on the shelves in his room. When he had gone to 
work I would sneak in there and spend ages drooling over the rows of brightly coloured 
models.  

Eighteen years old now and I have joined the Army. My Mum had died and I was on my own, 
so became a member of a bigger family! Modelling has stopped altogether, there was more 
booze, less girls. Luckily, I found a toy shop in Paderborn where I was stationed which had a 
model section and started to model once again. I would build only two or three a year, but I 
really enjoyed it. Little did I know how much this would change when I left the Army! 

 

One of Les’s models from around 1985/6: a Bristol Scout D from Libramodels. 

Civvy street and the modelling is still slow until I see an advert in the Airfix Magazine for the 
IPMS. “For Modellers By Modellers” it said so I joined. I had taken the first step on the slippery 
slope to modelling madness. Pauline my wife at the time did not have a clue what I was getting 
myself into: come to that neither did I! 

IPMS Portsmouth. 

Portsmouth club have changed venue and meeting day. They now meet of the first Friday of 
each month at the Village Hall in Lovedean. To get there, come off the A3M at junction 2 and 
follow the signs to Cowplain until you see a sign to the right for Lovedean. Follow the road and 
once you have passed a sharp bend to the right look for a sign to the Village Hall pointing 
across to the right of the road. There is plenty of room for parking. Meeting times are about the 
same as Romsey’s. 

Ghost of the Red Baron? 
Many thanks to Dave Henwood for passing the following yarn to me from his recent visit to the Shuttleworth 
Collection….. 

 

The flying display was going well. “It is really going well,” thought the Displays Organiser to 
herself, as each of the aeroplanes in turn went through its paces and was brought safely back 
to the ground by the pilots whose turn it was to display the aircraft on that evening. “And the 



weathers holding,” she thought. She knew you maust never say such things out loud, as that 
could bring the mockery of the gods upon you, but, secretly she was pleased and relieved that 
everything was running so smoothly afetre all the weeks of preparation and worry. The 
highlight of the evening’s performance was to be the World War One dogfight. Right up to the 
start of the show everything had been in place and the spectators were eagerly awaiting this 
favourite spectacle. Then the radio message from the tower. “No German fighter – I’m afraid 
the Eindecker can’t make it!” “Oh no,” thought the Organiser, “how on earth can we have a 
dogfight without a fighter! How I wish we still had the LVG!” Everyone tried to pacify the 
Organiser with comments like “That’s aviation!” “Can’t be helped” “The crowd won’t notice!” 
and “There’ll be another time”. 

“Come on then,” said the Chief Pilot, “let’s do what we can…. we can still strafe the trenches!” 
Each of the World War One aeroplanes took to the air amid the ‘oohs’ and ‘aaahs’ of the 
crowd and began their carefully worked out routine to bomb the enemy lines whilst dodging the 
attention of the airborne enemy – minus the airborne enemy!  

 

But, as the Sopwith Pup took off to join the Triplane and the Avro 504, 
the SE5a and the Bristol Fighter, from over the trees appeared a 
Fokker Dr.1. The Controllers in the Tower looked at each otherin 
complete amazement “Where did that come from?” they asked each 
other. The spectators gasped as the bright red German triplane 
weaved in and out of the British aeroplanes, climbed turned and dived 

and all in all gave a breathtaking performance. The original plan had been for the Eindecker to 
be ‘shot down’ and the pilot taken prisoner, but it soon become apparent the the red Fokker 
was not going to surrender! So the Collection’s Chief Pilot signalled to the others to bring the 
aeroplanes into land and, as the last one touched down, the red Triplane did a low pass along 
the crowd line and then, as quickly as it appeared, it disappeared. 

The Chief Pilot came running to the Organiser. “Who was that pompous idiot?” he fumed, 
searching the sky with his eyes to see even the faintest speck of red. “I haven’t a clue,” she 
replied, still getting over the shock herself. Meanwhile the crowd were clapping and calling 
“Encore, Encore!” The commentator took up the microphone and said, “Ladies and 
Gentlemen, Ladies and Gentlemen, please! The Red Baron doesn’t do encores!!” 

Of course he was joking, but there again, many a true word is said in jest. 
 

Boeing Unveil Their Latest Airliner: 777-200 LR 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Armour in China, 1920 – 1945. 
Thank you once again to John Cox for the following piece for “Update”.... 
 
Throughout the first half of the 20th Century, China was wracked by an interminable string of 
civil wars coupled with foreign intervention. Although armoured vehicles did not play a central 
role in the fighting, Chinese armoured vehicles are nevertheless very interesting in view of 
their cosmopolitan and “odds and ends” selection. After all, where else could you find 
armoured units equipped with British, Italian, German, American and Soviet AFV’s fighting 
side by side? 

The initial influence on Chinese armour was undoubtably the capture of a number of armoured 
trains from various warlords who dominated Chian in the early 20’s. An example is the train 
“Orlik”, originally in service on the Eastern Front in 1917, it was captured by the Russian 
Imperial Army and fell into the hands of the Czech Army and in 1919 was operating along the 
Trans Siberian Railway by the Czech Legion. 

 
The Czech 50 kopek stamp shows an armoured train named Orlik , a significant factor in the Czechs maintaining 

control of their railway line. It looks a touch different to photographs taken of the real thing! The top one is “as 
delivered” and the lower one after some amount of use. 

This was eventually given to the warlord Chang-Tausige-Chang who had a number of 
armoured trains built for himself. Tactically, the trains were used in an infantry and artillery 
deployment role. Moving forward to discharge the infantry whilst providing artillery cover, then 
reversing their role if required. Training was provided by Bolshevik troops. By the late 1920’s, 
the Japanese had purchased a considerable number of the SdKfz 232 armoured cars which, 
by the mid 30’s, Chinese roads and maintenance standards had caused them to be passed to 
the various warlords. 

By 1930, General Chang Kai-Shek had become extremely suspicious of the role played by the 
Chinses advisers and cut all ties with them. He began to purchase military supplies from other 
sources, amongst the first being 400 BMW armoured motor cycle combinations. The first of 
the deliveries to arrive were 36 Renaults which were used in the fighting on the Manchurian 
border in the mid 30’s. At the same time, an order for 24 Vickers Carden Lloyd machine gun 
carriers was issued, the first 20 arriving in May ‘32. In the meantime, there were plenty of 
efforts to manufacture home-built AFV’s, none of which were successful. Along with a few 
Vickers Light Tanks, 20 CV tankettes were ordered from Italy in the mid 30’s. 



As the war progressed, so more aid became available and by 1943 M3.A3 Stuart’s had 
become common, along with M4.A4 Shermans & British Gun Carriers. 

 

100 (some sources state that it was only 20) of 
this two man Italian tankette were purchased in 
1936. It is believed that these machines were 
armed with either a pair of 9mm Villar Perosa 
Model 914 machineguns, or 7.92mm 
Safat machineguns. A number of them served 
with the 2nd tank battalion. Weight: 3.5 tons. 
 

 

 
10 of these German vehicles served with the 3rd 
tank battalion in 1937 at Nanking. Vehicles 
received from Germany in their dark grey 
delivery scheme. While at Nanking most were 
marked with the Kuomintang sunburst national 
insignia, but tactical markings were carried by 
this unit. 

 

 

 

 

 
Exported by Germany to China prior to 1939, the 
221 was a 4x4 Light 3 man vehicle with a small 
turret mounting a single 7.92mm MG. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Contributions to Update. 

Many thanks to all of you who have given me material to put into the news sheet. An idea I 
have just thought of is a “What’s New” section which highlights noteworthy new models and 
magazine articles that will be of interest to club members. So next time you open your 
magazine and see something that makes you go WOW!, don’t keep it to yourself: tell us about 
it! 

 

Next Meeting: March 17 (St Patrick’s Day). 

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email pmjccamp@supanet.com or 
Patrick.camp@jet.uk 


