Romsey Modellers

Update.

April 2005.

Competition Night!

There are two competitions taking place tonight: | pity the Competition Secretary! Oh heck, |
just realised who that is....

Anyway, we have the St George Trophy that is for any subject of any vintage in any scale that
has a connection with England, and the Test Trout Trophy, which has a similar vein but the
theme this time is “heroes”. Your one entry can be eligible for both trophies if it falls within the
categories (seeing as Dan managed to win the St George’s with a Ferrari last year, I'm looking
forward to hearing Paul’s explanation as to why his Bf109 is eligible for both).

So please do take part, the more the merrier!

Sick Notes.

We shall be missing Phil tonight who is convalescing after an operation in hospital and also
Brian who has been unwell lately. We wish them both a speedy return to form and look
forward to seeing their smiling faces back at the club before long.

John Cox

Here is the latest information regarding John......

It was with great sadness we heard that John passed away John on the evening of our last
meeting. Romsey Modellers owes a great deal to John for without his help we would not have
found anywhere to meet at such a reasonable cost: in fact | do think that we would be here
now!

John was one of the founder members along with Douglas and myself. He had a great way
with fellow modellers and greatly encouraged the younger modellers who are the modellers of
the future. He was a wonderful modeller too and his model collection bares witness to his
model making and painting skills. He was highly regarded as a top model judge and his
expertise at this most demanding task which he took in his stride. He will be a hard act to
follow.

| have to make an apology now as | got the date of John's funeral wrong and the ceremony
was actually on the 4th of this month. There will be a Memorial Service and when | have the



date and time | will pass this over to Pat to add to the newsletter or you will be contacted
directly in some way. My apologies for the mistake.

As you can imagine, we did not send a tribute because of this misunderstanding, although in a
way this was a help as the family would prefer a donation. | have spoken to Bobby, Johns wife,
and they are having a memorial bench at Ampfield cricket club where John spent many a lazy
afternoon doing one of his favourite pastimes umpiring a game of cricket. | feel sure that a
donation to this very fitting tribute will be greatly received.

Forthcoming Events.

Poole Vikings Model Show.

This is our next club outing and is being held at St Mary’s Church Hall on Saturday 23 April.
Note this is a change in venue so please refer to the maps for directions. We have 12ft of table
space. There will be a competition and hopefully we can maintain our strong record of walking
away with all their silver! The hall opens to us from 08:30 and the public at 10:00. The show
closes at 16:00. There is said to be easy access for loading and unloading plus free parking.
Refreshments are available. Please can you let me know who is going and any transport
issues there might be.

Military Book Fair.

So having left the Poole show ladened with boxes of kits, you may need to grab some
reference material from the Military Book Fair at the FAA Museum, Yeovilton. This opens from
10:00 — 16:30 on Sunday 24 April. If any of you do go then please let me know what you think
of it.

Trucks ‘n’ Tracks.

Trucks ‘n’ Tracks is Europe’s largest model
show dedicated to vehicle modelling. It covers  Times and Prices...

all types of military vehicles, as well as civilian Saturday 0th April 10,00 ~ 17.00

commercial and emergency vehicles. Sunday 1stMay: 0930~ 16.00
Over 60 traders offer just about everything the -
modeller could need. Many use Trucks ‘n’ PSS eedll) 07 (SR

(Cowvers both days, and includes programme)
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Tracks to showcase their latest releases. The competition tables see top class entries from
every continent vying to win a coveted Trucks ‘n’ Tracks award, or one of the many
manufacturers prizes on offer. Stunning club and individual displays, from the UK and Europe,
show what a wealth of talent there is in the hobby. The top class demonstrations will help and
inspire those watching.

Outside the hall, a display of preserved military vehicles give modellers a chance to examine
the real thing. And there’s a chance to go home with some of the latest models and
accessories for just £1, as ALL the exhibits in the New Releases Display are there to be won
in the Prize Draw!

The Lost Film Of Titanic.

Last Thursday Lecture: Film presentation from Wessex Film and Sound Archive, Hampshire
record Office, Winchester on 28 April.

Popham Aero / Autojumble.
This event will take place on May 2 at Popham Airfield.

The Hamble Wreck Grace Dieu.

A lecture will be given by Damien Goodburn at the Guildhall, Winchester on Thursday 12
May. This follows on from the Time Team’s programme on the Grace Dieu, Henry V’s warship
which sank in the Hamble in 1436. Woodworking expert Damien Goodburn will talk about
medieval shipbuilding. Telephone 01962 848269 or visit www.winchester.gov.uk/heritage.

IPMS Hornchurch model show

The IPMS Hornchurch model show is on Sunday May 15th 2005 at the Sydney Russell
School, Parsloes Avenue, Dagenham, Essex, RM9 5QT. For booking or other information
please contact Alan Carr, 5 Roslyn Gardens, Gidea Park, Essex, RM2 5RH, Telephone
(evenings) 01708 747 849, Email acarr.jaglancia@virgin.net.

The International Fleet Review

The International Fleet Review is being held on Tuesday 28th June 2005. The Royal Navy
hosts an international fleet made up of vessels from the navies of over 30 countries. Many
other craft, including merchant ships and some of the world's finest tall ships will also
participate, extending the 600-year-old tradition of the Fleet Review into a modern symbol of
international maritime friendship and co-operation.
http://www.royal-navy.mod.uk/static/pages/7076.html

The International Festival of the Sea.

The festival is being held from Thursday 30th June to Sunday 3rd July 2005. A vibrant
celebration of the sea, bringing together sailors, musicians, artists, entertainers, ships and
boats from all points of the compass. Come and walk aboard many of the ships that appeared
in the International Fleet Review, talk to the crews and find out about life onboard.

Featuring dynamic displays on land and sea, colourful scenes recreating life in Nelson's day,
this is one of the world's greatest maritime festivals and will be taking place in the Royal Naval
base and Historic Dockyard at Portsmouth over four days.

Survey of Member’s Interests.

Many thanks to all of you who have completed and returned your questionnaires. There are a
few more to come in and I'll let you know the outcome in next months Update. One of the new
topics that | want to try in Update is to make club members aware of things of interest going on
in the modelling world (such as major new kit releases) and articles both current and



forthcoming in the modelling press. These are major topics and the only way they can be done
is by spreading the work load! | have contacted a number of people already, but if you want to
volunteer to help in some way then don’t be shy to mention it! | think I'll put together a list of
“fields of interest” and if you see something you fancy having a go at then please go ahead.

New Plastic.

DML (Dragon) are causing quite a stir in the ship modelling world at the moment with their
release of the USS Essex in 1:700 scale. This was the first of the major fleet carriers the
American’s came up with after they took their gloves off to fight in the Pacific. The kit is getting
exceptional reviews and includes a fully detailed hangar deck with a choice of transparent or
opague flight deck to go on top. If you are tempted to have a go at ship modelling, this could
be irresistible.

What's in the press.....

Tamiya Magazine.

Many thanks to Paul A for this report....

In TMMI Issue 114, April 05, two items caught my attention - first is some nice photos of
weathering on some CAT earth moving equipment. Strange at first but the photos shows how
the vehicle has got scratched, oil stains, how dirt has accumulated, that sort of thing. Also
there is a very good article on the Fine Molds 1/72nd 'Slave 1' - painted up as it appeared in
"The Empire Strikes back'. Real nice photos and informative weathering tips for paint
chipping on sci-fi models.

TMMI ISSUE 115 has the following advertised:

* MR BLUE SKY - Tamiya’s fabulous new 1:24 Calsonic GT-R Skyline

* TRUE COLOURS - A detailed introduction to Classic Publications’ amazing new Luftwaffe
colour books — and you can win Vol.1

* RARE CAT - An in depth look at the Sd.Kfz234/3 Puma armoured car

| have just seen on the Tamiya model mag website that the publishers are doing a new
monthly mag specifically for aircraft modellers. Called 'Model Aircraft Magazine' modellers can
expect the usual high standards of building, photography and writing that is seen in TMMI.
First issue is out July.

Scale Aircraft Modelling (SAM).
Many thanks to Richard for the following information.......
The April issue of SAM has the following :
Aircraft in Profile: Irish Air Corps in the 21st Century
Mig-29s in Israeli markings
Spitfire Floatplane Pt 2
SAM Plans: 1/48 Westland Wapiti
Trumpeter 1/32 P-40B build
USAAF fighter & recce aircraft late WWII: drawings by David Howley (4 pages)
Eurofighter Typhoon 2-seater in close up
Imperial Japanese Army Bombers: drawings by Mark Rolfe (4 pages)
e Plus all the usual reviews, market place etc., etc.
Next month’s items for SAM are:
e Aircraft in Profile: UK Aerobatic teams of the Army and FAA
e DC-3 deliberations: Part 5 conversion of Dc-3 to Lisunov Li-2 (Russian copy!)
e World War Il : Final years, US Navy & marine Corps bomber and maritime a/c;
Japanes Navy Fighter and reconn. a/c and german late war 'exotica'.



E-Bay Success.

Many thanks to Paul A for managing to sell two kits on Ebay he was given by Les via Doug,
back just before Christmas - the 1/12th Airfix grenadier kit fetched £18 and the Airfix Lunar
module £4.20. Les will be donating the money to club funds.

The Old vs The New

Les takes part in some self flagellation.........

We all see these wonderful new kits that appear at quite a rate each year and there is no
mistake that they do look very good in the box! Three days before our last meeting | wanted to
get something finished for the club night and | had the perfect kit to hand: Roden’s 1/72 WWI
Fokker DVII. You might think WWI, all that rigging and two wings he must be bonkers (and you
would be right), but | was determined. The colour scheme was simple: white all over, just add
the decals. Nothing could be simpler, | could do it in my sleep!

Midday Sunday and wrappers are off and | get the knife and the files working on the kit. Paint
the inside, glue the engine together then paint plus a little dry brushing and its time to glue the
two fuselage halves together. A test fit shows there may be a need for some filler along the
bottom joint line. | get the top of the fuselage nice and smooth and turn it over to see a 3 or
4mm step between the two havles. | check the top again but that is still smooth recheck the
bottom, no change. | hoped this would be the only problem. Had | picked a really good kit or a
nightmare? A large helping of filler hides the step and put that to one side while | get to work
cleaning all the parts ready for assembly. | paint the guns, propeller and seat which will be
added near the end.

After cleaning up the join lines on the fuselage, | add the tailplane and the rudder. The rudder
depth is 4mm short. At this point | should be thinking “is this a good idea or will you come to
regret this foolish determination”. Blindly I carry on dreading each new step | take. Time to fit
the one-piece lower wing then it will start to look like a proper model: | can't wait. | should have
guessed: it won't fit! In the end | had to shave off 2mm from each wing shoulder to get the
wing to slot into place and then add filler to tidy up the join. | am not a happy bunny now and |
have nearly come to the point of crushing this monstrosity to smithereens (and | haven't done
that in a very long time). The enjoyment has gone now and just shear bloody mindedness has
taken over: | am determined to finish it as a reminder that modelling can be a hazard to your
health (your mental health that is).

You would think that not much else could go wrong; only the top wing and the undercarriage to
go now. Would you believe it when the top wing was added to the struts it fitted: what a relief!
Hold on, though, something doesn’t look right. Hold it up to eye level and look at it from the
side: the top wing is so far forward that its nearly chopping the propeller in half. Check all
locations of the struts: they’re ok on the lower wing and the same as the top wing. The
fuselage struts are okay too: | am stumped! | do make a few alterations so that it fits slightly
better but it is still not correct because the wing rests at the wrong angle. Some of the struts
are too long, but | glue them on anyway as | am really fed up now and want to get it finished.
Glue on the undercarriage and wheels and that'’s it. What a nightmare and something | do not
wish to repeat. So much for the new up-to-date kits that are so easy and cheap to buy, but do
not be fooled by the colour of the box art as you may have picked up a monster instead: you
have been warned!

Now compare the original Revell kit produced in 1964, forty years ago! All the parts fit, the
dimensions look right and it was a joy to complete. | am sorry to say that this experience has
left a sour taste and | will be very wary of buying new kits in the future from over-engineered
model manufacturers. Big eyes, no sense: that's me. Who said modelling was enjoyable!

Brush painting

The following notes were posted on one of the ship modelling websites and may well be of interest to us all. The
reply is by Dan MacAdam in answer to the question “Just how do you manage to paint without brush strokes?



I'm no expert and thus | have no expert advice to offer. But having experimented, failed, and
sometimes succeeded, | have observed the following things (with enamels)...

1. It's better to plan on applying 2-3 thin coats of paint (over primer), than trying to cover
with one. Opacity will build up with subsequent coats; don't worry about opacity on the
first coat. This is particularly true with light colors.

2. When covering larger areas (decks, hull, etc) use a larger brush. Tiny brushes hold
very little paint, and as the paint dries in the brush your strokes will become streakier. A
larger brush has a larger 'reservoir', and paint flows more readily from its fibres. Make
long, even strokes when you can and DON'T let puddles of paint build up; brush them
out.

3. When covering larger areas work quickly, in one direction if possible- you want to avoid
brushing back over drying paint after the first few seconds. It will get sticky and make
streaks.

4. If the paint is too thick (i.e., it doesn't flow readily from the brush, it piles up, etc) thin
with just a little mineral spirits. Remember, you can always do another coat for opacity.
One thick, sloppy, puddly coat of paint will obscure more detail than four+ thin coats.

5. Let each coat dry COMPLETELY, i.e., overnight or longer, before overcoating. The
previous painted surface will remain somewhat vulnerable to the solvent in the paint for
hours after it 'seems' dry. Be patient.

6. When everything is finished, apply a sprayed clear coat. By creating an even surface it
will greatly de-emphasize brushstrokes.

7. Throw out those ragged old brushes. Buy new ones. A new cheap brush with a point is
better than an old, worn-out, shedding expensive sable one.

8. Never ever remove excess paint on your brush at the rim of the tin: It'll dry there and
crumble into your fresh paint when you close the lid.

9. Dip you brush into appropriate thinner before taking up paint for the frist time. It'll ease
the flow and will make cleaning the brush a lot easier.

Modellers Workbench.

1925 Pendine Bluebird

Les is building a model in remembrance of a modelling friend....

I am working on a 1/15th scale model of the 1925 Bluebird as a memorial for a friend | lost last
year. His family wish to place this on a garden of remembrance at his home in Grantham.

Rod Holland was a great friend and modeller who | had known for over twenty years. His
greatest achievement was the wonderful collection of World Record breaking cars all in 1/43"™
scale which he built up over a long period.

The car he most liked is the subject of my project. This had to be a scratch build as there is
nothing available in this size. 1/15th just happens to fit the largest piece of high density foam |
have left from my pattern making days.

After a fruitless search to get some plans to work to | had to draw a set of my own. Over the
Easter weekend | started to cut out the basic shape of the body and by Saturday evening the
squared off blank had been done. | now had two days to get the curves and the streamlining
finished which | am glad to say was 99% completed. | chatted up my next door neighbour to
ask if he could turn the wheel blanks on his lathe which | am pleased to say he agreed to do.

On a streamlined car like this there is not a lot of detail and it would be pointless to include
every last nut and bolt as it will be spending its life outside. When the pattern is finished a



rubber mould will be taken and a cold cast resin will be produced for the memorial garden. |
hope to have this finished before the May meeting so you can see it in its completed state.

CONSTRUCTING ERICH HARTMANN'’S BF109G14 Black'<<’

I am delighted that Paul has put together these notes telling us the background to this model and how he went
about constructing it.....

Part 1 —and so it begins...

So, by now, you will all have seen it: “a car modeller doing aircraft — what ever next” | hear you
cry!! Hopefully you have liked the finished model and despite years of car modelling behind
me, and a total lack of aviation experience, | haven't offended anyone!

My interest in this particular subject began in 1998. The article ‘The Blond Knight' in Fine
Scale Modeller drew my attention to winter camouflage schemes, something until then | hadn’t
seen on a model. Further articles in TMMI convinced me that | should attempt something in
the future, be it armour or aviation. My appetite for car modelling continued apace until 2 years
ago when flicking through some old magazines | stumbled upon the TMMI article once more,
the result of which you will have seen in my first winter scheme effort — the M4A3 Sherman. At
the time | was pleased with my model, but couldn’t help wondering about doing the Blond
Knight scheme.

A visit to last years Farnborough model show to drool over the The Black Cross Societies
Luftwaffe models and, of course, the Romsey Modellers Spitfire project further engaged my
interest and after a reasonable build of the MkVb, the project was go!

For those not acquainted with the name Hartmann, (I would imagine about only 10% of the
club!) — Erich was nicknamed ‘The Blond Knight' be because of his hair and apparent dashing
looks. He was the most successful fighter pilot of WWII. By the end of the war his kills
numbered 352 — all on the Eastern front; an astonishing tally given the short life expectancy of
pilots. His mounts are easy to spot — he often flew with a tulip pattern (though not exclusively)
on the nose of his 109’s, seemingly irrespective of the camouflage scheme used. Towards the
end of the war Hartmann was assigned duties on the Eastern front with JG52, and flew this
winter scheme in February 1945. Shortly after he returned to Berlin to defend the Reich.
Hartmann survived the war and the Russian camps and lived out his life until the mid nineties.



In the last few years, interest in large scale aircraft kits has increased almost to the point now
that most new major releases are in 1/ 32™ or 1/ 24" scales. It seemed natural to build a
1/32" kit after the 1/48™ Spitfire build and (wouldn't you believe it!) Hasegawa's issue of
several very nice 109 kits made the choice even easier. And so after crossing some palms
with silver, a Bf109 kit was ordered and duly delivered (thanks Phil). This was followed by
hours of internet time, surfing aircraft modelling sites and endless Google searches for
“Hartmann” and “Bf109!!

What you discover when crossing disciplines is the vast array of aftermarket accessories
available, quite daunting in fact. The choice seems endless. With that in mind and to keep the
build simple (!?), | purchased some pre-painted etch seat belt hardware and a set of decals
and left it at that. The flash resin stuff will be for next time. What you also discover is the huge
amount of reference available, again daunting, and almost bewildering. | had reached
information overload! | decided to take some reference from 3 books that Pat had lent me, a
nice built up 109 in the same scheme by an American modeller and the very useful guide
sheet that came with the decals. Jerry Crandell (who's artistic mastery caught my attention in
the FSM article) provided plenty of accurate(ish) information in the EagleCals decal set and,
importantly, two valuable photos of the actual aircraft. With all this information surely | couldn’t
go wrong. It was then | made a third discovery... I'd bought the wrong Kkit!

In my haste to get my hands on a kit | had overlooked some major details with black '<<’. Jerry
Crandell’s info sheet stated that Hartmann might have flown a G14, not a G6. The subtle
difference was enough to convince me to study my references further. | had completely
missed the fact that it had a ‘Galland’ hood, not the 3-piece style arrangement of the early
machines, and the one seen on my G6 kit, in which there is just one style of hood. My Tamiya
Spitfire came with two — so why didn’t the 109? Oh well! And so a G14 kit was purchased
which had the correct hood and larger tail. The G6 will be the subject of another build up when
time permits.

Ok — so | had the kit, refs and decals. But no paints! A few emails later and Pat kindly did the
honours with Hannants and some new green and grey shades entered my paint box. | planned
to use Hannants new range of acrylix paint along with some from the trusty Polyscale range.

So on with the build.

Without any great surprise | started with the ¢

looks a little sparse in comparison to the real _;__,,
there just to busy things up a bit. The cabling S
apparent even to the casual viewer. A quick
amounts of it running through and around the
Maplins many years ago — the reel has laste
cockpit — enough to make it look like there’s
on parts: the switch box and prominent fuel I
some gauges. The pilot’s seat is again very |
joystick and other controls were glued in plag
instructions call for RLM66 black grey for the'
grey, early 109’s (the E and F) used RLMO2 |
followed by some slight panel shading using =
by 2 coats of Johnsons klear. A wash with a | =
Xtracrylix flat varnish, then dry brushed usin¢
used look. | know some modellers tend to dri Iy
the look that silver gives — nice and metallic. | plcked out'some detalls using enamels and
followed this with gentle use of Mig Productions ‘Dark Mud’ to the cockpit floor and pedals.
The first of the seat belts were added followed by another coat of varnish to remove the shiny
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look of the etched parts. A little further dry brushing with silver to created freshly worn areas
and it was done. Despite being basic in appearance the cockpit now all looked fairly
convincing. Who needs resin?

The dash was next for painting. | airbrushed Tamiya semi gloss black and drybrushed the
gauges with silver and then two coats of Johnson’s Klear. Here’s the clever bit: | masked off
the gauges with small blobs humbrol maskol and then airbrushed RLM66. More drybrushing
and flat varnish, remove the Maskol and hey presto, glossy gauges contrasting nicely against
the flat grey panel! Ok, so it's not all that clever, but | thought so at the time! There are gauge
decals in the kit but | think painting the dash gives are far more realistic, used look. This part
would be fitted later. (Exercise some care here, the ammonia in Maskol may dissolve the Klear
beneath.That is why it is risky to use Maskol when masking canopies that have been dipped in
Klear).

The two fuselage halves could now be mated. The kit cleverly provides the tail section as a
separate piece enabling Hasegawa to issue versions of the 109 without major retooling. |
assembled these parts along with the wing halves using Humbrol liquid glue. | use this product
when the parts I'm attaching are of a good fit. The fit of the Hasegawa parts are exemplary.
The parts were held together while the glue cured with tape, and clothes pegs and left
overnight to dry. (If you find the clothes pegs ping off due to the curvature of the kit parts, put a
strip of Tamiya tape on the parts beforehand so the jaws will slide as far as the tape and then
stop).

The good fit of the main parts means the modeller has less work to do when cleaning up the
seams. This tedious job was completed in a short time, though | did need to add some filler
here and there and re-scribe some panel lines. | added the dash and cockpit floor to the
fuselage and | could then get to an exciting bit. Adding the wings! Hasegawa provide
outriggers to help secure the wings and give strength to the whole assembly. Excellent |
thought...nice and secure. (Are you sure it's strong enough Paul: most aircraft modellers
would make sure that bit is really, really strong, just in case....)

With the wings in place | worked on other parts. The rear stabilisers, propellers and spinner,
adding the machine gun bulges and engine cover (a choice of two in the kit) to the fuselage. |
also prepared the flaps and landing gear, as these parts would need painting along with the
fuselage. The distinctive shape of the 109 was now evident —and what an imposing sight it
must have been during the war.

| decided to try Alclad’s airbrush-ready grey primer on this model, mainly because | was keen
to retain as much surface detail as possible and | had read good reports. After two coats it look
great. Next job was to begin the weathering process by airbrushing thinned flat black into the
panel lines and various nooks to help create some shading and break up the final colours. This
really works well if you airbrush your camouflage colour on thinly, building the colour and just
getting the shading to show through.

My plan then was to paint the white nose first, then the yellow tail band and lower engine
cover, mask off and begin applying the dapple/splinter undercoat scheme. | used Hannants
Acrylix white for the nose, building the colour slowly to match roughly the density seen in the
photos. | then masked up the nose. While doing this | had to re-position my first masked line.
In doing so the white paint was lifted together with the pre-shading and primer. Further test
showed the primer had not bonded to the plastic and would simply break off when

masking tape got anywhere near it! Using a tirade of expletives, some | believe | invented...the
whole aircraft was gently wet sanded and recoated with Halfords grey primer from a can and
re-pre-shaded (another new word!). The white was redone and next on went the yellow —
Polyscale RLMO04, again in thin coats; letting some pre-shading show through once more ['ll



try again with the Alclad another day. The model was now ready for its fading winter paint
scheme.

In next months instalment...”oh very nice, but | thought it was something to do with the Red
Cross”...and the 109 is finally complete.

Next Meeting: May 19.

The next Test Trout competition will be in July and the theme will be “horses”.

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email pmjccamp@supanet.com or
Patrick.camp@jet.uk




