
 

 

 

 

 February  2006. 

January’s Test Trout. 

Congratulations to Paul Adams for winning the trophy with his Bristol Beaufighter. Second place went to 
Joe Shawyer with his Me262A-1a and third place to Les with his pair of Pitt’s Specials. A “Highly 
Commended” was given to Richard Parkhurst for his pair of Phantoms. 

The next competition is in April and the theme is “White”. Do please enter! 

Events Since We Last met. 

Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton. 

An excellent turn out from the club membership and the 18ft of table space was completely filled. 
Special mention should be made of Paul Adams’ competition success: Gold for one of his motor cycles 
and Bronze for his Bf109 Gustav. There were loads of great ship models in competition but neither 
Richard S nor myself were successful with our entries this time. 

Voting was carried out by competition entrants and that allowed an opportunity for us to look at each 
model in detail. 

I was pleased with our Spitfire theme, but can’t say I saw it draw a lot of interest from the visiting public. 

Forthcoming Events. 

Military In Miniature 2006. 
The Aldershot Branch of the BMSS will be holding their show at the usual venue, The Princes Hall, 
Aldershot, on Saturday 25 February, from 10:00 to 16:00. 

Trucks N Tracks. 
Is being held on 25 & 26 February, at Lea Cliffs Hall, Folkestone. If any of you go would you please let 
me have your comments about it and news of any interesting new releases. 

Eastleigh Model Railway Show. 
Is being held at Fleming Park Leisure Centre, Passfield Avenue Saturday 25 and Sunday 26 
February. The show is open from 10:00 until 17:30 on the Saturday and 09:30 until 17:00 on Sunday. 
Entry is £4.50. 

Spitfire Celebrations. 
A Spitfire will take off from Southampton Airport at Eastleigh at 16:30 on Sunday March 5, 70 years to 
the minute after the historic maiden flight of the prototype. The aircraft will be a two seater and it is 
hoped that Alex Henshaw will be in the passenger seat. Several Spitfires will then fly in formation in the 
skies above Eastleigh and Southampton.  
I contacted the airport to request more information and received the following reply “Southampton 
Airport will be commemorating this with a private event,  which will include a re-enactment of the original 
flight.  This will be followed with a fly-past over Southampton water, which is open to the public.  I would 
suggest that the best vantage point will be from 1630-1645 at the Mayflower Park in Southampton”.  



The airport will also be co-sponsoring a Spitfire exhibition at Eastleigh museum in the High Street from 
April 18 to May 27. 

North Somerset Model Show. 
This show is being held at The Winter Gardens, Weston-Super-Mare on Sunday 12th March from 10:00 
until 17:00. Entry is a very reasonable £2.00. It’s not a show that I have been to so I can’t say what it is 
like. 

Southern Expo 2006. 
The venue is Hornchurch Sports Centre, Harrow Lodge Park, Hornchurch Road, Hornchurch, Essex, 
RM11 1ET and the show is from 10:00 until 17:00 on Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 March. Entry is 
£3.00. Contact southernexpo@tiscali.co.uk for further details. I am sure a few of you in the club would 
be interested in going, so why not share a car? 

Poole Vikings Model Club Annual Show. 
This year’s Poole show is on Saturday 29th April at Parkstone Grammar School, Sopers Lane, Poole 
(off the A349). I have requested 18 ft of table space as this is another of the shows that is popular in the 
club. They asked how many club members will be attending and I replied there would be five. 

What the papers say…… 

Aeroplane 
 
Supermarine Spitfire Prototype & Mk I... 
To celebrate the 70th anniversary of the first flight of the Spitfire prototype, Dr Alfred 
Price describes the genesis and development of one of the world’s most famous 
fighters. Includes a pilot’s perspective by Alex Henshaw and scale drawings by Tim Hall.  
Mitchell Resurfaces... Mark Sheppard takes an 
in-depth look at the history and recovery of a 
North American B-25C from a lake in South 
Carolina. 
Alpine Adventures... Tim Skeet dons his g-suit 
for a dramatic trip in a two-seat Hawker Hunter 
jet trainer over the Swiss Alps. 
Aeroplane Explains... This month Ralph Lewis 
unravels aircraft carrier deck arresting gears. 
Think of The Risks... John Maynard unveils the 
new Test Flying Memorial Project, being 
launched by Aeroplane in conjunction with the 
Farnborough Air Sciences Museum. 
“Dizzy” Addicott... A look back at the colourful life of the test - and display pilot, who died in December 
2005. 
Pilot Biography: Lord Tebbit... The pilot-turned-politician speaks to John Maynard about his flying 
career, both in the RAF and with BOAC. 
Gemini Days... Humphrey Wynn recalls his flying experiences while on the staff of Flight magazine in 
the 1950s and 1960s. 
The Cold War Generation... Barry Jones’s third article on the history of British military aircraft 
specifications. 

Fine Scale Modeler 
March 2006. 
 
SHOWCASE: "The Prelude"-Craig Rosner's dramatic destroyer diorama.  
COVER STORY: Bare-metal MiG by Matthew Usher 
ARMOR HOW-TO: The King's new clothes by Jeff Herne 
TECHNIQUE: Modeling Mud by Pat Hensley 
AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: Century Series: Northern defender by Pat Hawkey 



Giving life to the Lord of the Apes by Louis Armour 
PORTFOLIO: Larry Schramm's magnificent aircraft models by Paul Boyer 
Workbench Reviews: Dragon PzKpfw VI Ausf E Tiger I late production; Minicraft Models Delta DC-8-71; 
Trumpeter 1/700 scale USS Lexington; Dragon Arado Ar 234P; Trumpeter SAM-6; Tamiya Citroen 
Traction 11CV Staff Car; Special Hobby Pembroke C Mk 1; Trumpeter USS Baltimore CA-68; Revell 
Germany U212A. 
History You Can Model: The M1 Abrams Main Battle Tank 

Miltary In Scale 
March 2006, Issue No. 160. 
 
Aircraft: 

Jump Jet Joy! 
Diego Quijano builds the AV-8B II Plus in 1/72. Using 
Hasegawa’s fine kit, he explains all the tricks that you’ll need 
to complete a stunning replica with the minimum of fuss... 
Thunderbirds Are Go!  
Tamiya’s 1/32 F-16 is a fabulous kit made all the more gorgeous in 
Thunderbirds markings. Alan Firbank gets to grips with the kit, giving us a 
detailed impression of how the whole thing goes together 

Vehicles: 
Gun Motor Carriage  
We like Tamiya’s 1/48 range and have tried to keep up with the new 
releases as best as we can. Continuing our quest, Haris Ali builds the new 
M10 GMC - the latest Allied vehicle to cross our bench... 
Stubborn Emil  
Trumpeter have released a wide variety of different vehicles in 1/35, the 
German Sturer Emil being perhaps the most unusual.  
Parkverbot In Den Hauptstrassen 
Dragon’s 1/72 StuG IV with a very neat VP building set. 
Crucial Combs  
Zimmerit can often be daunting addition to German armoured vehicle and so over the next few months 
we’ll give you some tips on how to recreate this finish. This month Nick Shuttleworth adds a layer on to 
his Revell Panzer IV Lang 

Model Aircraft Monthly. 
February 2006. 
 
Fantasmas Espanoles by Stefan DeGraf and Edwin Borremans 
Look back at thirty years of Ejorcito del Aire RF-4C Phantom service  
Hurricane Retrospective by Andrew Thomas 
Provides information and archive photographs of early Hurricane markings 
The Phantom’s last ‘kill’ by Yoav Efrati 
Describes the action, and then models the aircraft, of 
the IDF/AF’s last Phantom ‘kill’ 
Last of the Augsburg Eagles by Neil Robinson 
Looks at some of the late-series Bf 109 kits in 1/48 
scale and, with help from some friends, models a 
selection of the variants used at the end of World 
War Two, finished in the plethora of camouflage schemes and markings! With 8 pages of camouflage 
schemes and markings by Jon Freeman 
Every Cloud had a Silver Lining by Kev Baxter 
Models four of East Anglia’s Cold War ‘One-way’ Nuclear-Armed Fighter-Bombers. In part one the 
McDonnell F-101C Voodoo and Republic F-84G Thunderjet 
Lancaster Mk I by Len Whalley: 8-pages of 1/72nd and 1/48 fold-out scale plans. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Scale Aviation Modeller international. 
February 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attacker! by David Batt. Now largely forgotten, the Supermarine Attacker was Britain’s first carrier jet. 
David builds the latest 1/48 scale release from Classic Airframes, with profiles and artwork by Jerry 
Boucher 
Great Expectations by Gary Hatcher. Ttest shot of the Airfix TSR.2. 
Junkers D.I by Harry Woodman. Aspects of a Remarkable Aeroplane 
Friday the 13th by Jaques Niot. Unlucky for some, but not Jacques, who builds Fonderie Miniature’s 
1/48 scale Handley Page Halifax B.III. And who better? He made the patterns for it 
New Lamps for Old by Tom Hall. Polishes up Revell’s elderly 1/32 F4U Corsair 
Fabulous Fokker by Simon Uglow. Eduard’s 1/48 scale Fokker D.VII (OAW) kit 
IPMS Helsinki Open ’05. Photos from the IPMS competition at the Finnish Aviation Museum 
Airkraft Guide Section Six in a 12-part series. 

Scale Models International. 
February 2006. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Testing Times: TSR.2 Airfix by Tim Large 
Adoration Focke Wulf 190D-9: 1/32 Hasegawa by David Francis  
‘The large scale modeller really has never had it so good 
Auto Union C-type 
1:18 CMC by Mark Oakley The Auto Union C-type was the principal car in 1936 as part of the 750kg 
formula. During this year, Bernd Rosemeyer was dominant and was crowned European Champion 
Out on the Flight Deck: Pictures, products and books to help build deck dioramas 
Kohinoor Diamond: McLaren M23 1974, 1:12 Tamiya by Mark Oakley 
This car, raced over five seasons (73-77), was immediately competitive, won sixteen Grands Prix, won 
the Constructors’ Championship in 74 and the World Championship in 74 and 76 
Ferrari’s beautiful Also-Ran: Ferrari 312P Berlinetta, 1:24 Fisher by Steve Corvi 
The Ferrari 312P has an ignominious past but still is a delightful design and an absolutely beautiful car 
aesthetically 
No Heels on Achilles... M10 Achilles Iic, 1:35 AFV Club by Mel Saunders 
The M10 went into production in 1942; it was basically an M3 Lee hull carrying an open-topped turret 
fitted with a modified M3 76mm AA gun 
Your Clothes... Give them to me, Now! T-800 – Terminator Endoskeleton, 1:5 Phantom Models by Ian 
T Grainger 
Carry the Eagle: Roman Aquilifer, 75mm Pegaso by Periklis A. Salessiotis 
The Aquila was the standard of the legion. It was the item which had to be defended at all cost. 



 

Model Airplane International. 
Issue 8, March 2006: published on 23rd February 2006 
HMS Illustrious - The Malta Connection by Richard J Caruana 
MiG-19s - Trumpeter's 1:48 kit update with the Neomega cockpit set by Steve A. Evans 
Willy the Whale - Czech Model's 1:48 F3D Skyknight built by Pierre Lambert  One for you Simon!! 
Beauty in the Beast - Jay Laverty tackles Battleaxe's 1:32 Albatros D.III 

Tamiya Model Magazine International 
Issue 125 -  Published 16th February 2006 
Gran Turismo - Tamiya's latest large scale collectors model is the astonishing Porsche Carrera GT - 
Got your cheque book ready? 
How low can you go? - Tamiya satisfy the 1:35 armour faithful by issuing a new kit of the StuGIII 
ausf.B. Marcus Nichols builds and refines it. 
A riveting Experience - Justin Stotle describes the rivet application on his 1:48 Hasegawa Me109E. 
Under Pressure -  David Doyle describes a lesser known but nonetheless essential item from WW2 - 
the LeRoi compressor fitted to the GMC truck chassis. 
Rally to the Cause - Tamiya's latest rally car, the Peugeot 307WRC gets a preview. 
What a Dive - Marcus Nichols takes a quick look at Hasegawa's mouthwatering 1:32 Ju87G Stuka with 
an eye on a full review soon. 
A Sideways Glance - Aoshima's expanding range a 1:24 tyre shedding D1GP drift cars are previewed. 
 
Paul Adams also has some magazine news... 
Reported in this months TMMI is news that ADH Publishing will soon launch another sister title - Model 
Military International, to be edited by Marcus Nichols and John Murphy, a regular contributor to TMMI 
with his superb armour models. The first issue, May 2006, will be published on April 16th. If MAI is 
anything to go by this promises to be another top notch magazine with the best armour modellers from 
across the globe contributing. More information can be found at WWW.Modelmilitary.com 
 
While attending the Yeovilton show I picked up a copy of Air Modeller. As the title suggests this is 
purely intended for the aircraft modeller with detail information on build ups done in a stage by stage 
format with comments accompanied by sharp, detailed and well lit photographs. A clean and 
advertisement free style of presentation enables the reader to absorb the wealth of information on offer 
without distraction. No ads means the buyer has to fork out £6 per issue, but the magazine is only 
out on a bi-monthly basis. I picked up Issue 1, August/Sept 2005, which featured a very good article on 
Hasegawa's 1:32 109 G14, a highly detailed 1:72 Spitfire, A Corsiar MKIV and an amazing well built and 
photographed CH -46 Sea Knight. I believe the current issue is No4. Recommended. More information 
at WWW.airmodeller.com.  

Scale Auto Magazine. 
February 2006. 
How to build better engines: It's in the details, by Tim Boyd  
Twelve simple steps to a better engine 
Fan belts the easy way by Alex Kustov: Better belts and pulleys in a few easy steps 
After the Trophy Series by Tim Boyd: A history of select 1960s-1980s AMT kit series 
NNL Toledo by Jim Haught: A "sneak peek" at the 26th Nationals 
Roundtable 4: Finishing tips - From primer to clear, our panel of experts solves 
puzzling paint problems 
Showcase: Top Brass by Jim Haught : Roger Lee's scratchbuilt 1960s dragster 
Custom Clinic Photo Contest  by Mark S. Gustavson: Results and critiques 
SCIMA Model Contest by Jim Haught : A look at south-central Indiana's best models 
1958 Ferrari 250 Testa Rossa by Alex Kustov: Building Model Factory Hiro's multimedia kit is a 
challenge - but worth it 
Showcase: Dodge Stealth phantom  by Wayne Stevents Jr. A fictitious Pro Modified. 



New Releases. 
The big news for ship modellers (okay, that’s probably only 2 or 3 of us) is that Trumpeter will be 
releasing a kit of HMS Hood in 1:350 scale. Modellers have been crying out for this for ages now, and at 
last it looks as though their pleas have been answered. No doubt they will now start crying out for 
something else now, such as Warspite, Invincible, Furious, etc. 

The first Spitfire. 
70 years ago on March 5th, prototype Spitfire K5054 had its first flight. Here is some background to the event 
courtesy of www.supermarine-spitfire.co.uk: (well worth taking a look at their website). Paintings are copyright of 
John Shelton. 

“The first "unofficial" Spitfire was a total failure. 

The name Spitfire was also "unofficial" at that stage, Mitchell preferring the name "Shrew". 

Despite Reginald Mitchell's tremendous skills it was originally designed to meet the Air Ministry's 
demands for a new generation of fighter aircraft to replace the ageing existing aircraft designed around 
the twin gun, open cockpit biplane, the specifications being issued by the Air Ministry in 1931 and 
annotated F7/30. 

Mitchell's original design was for a low cranked monoplane with fixed undercarriage and of an all metal 
construction with open cockpit and two machine guns in the forward fuselage sides and two mounted in 
the wing roots, all synchronised to fire through the 
propeller arc. 

This aircraft, designated the Type 224, was flown for the 
first time on 19 February 1934 in the capable hands of 
"Mutt" Summers, the chief test pilot for Vickers and 
Supermarine. 

The performance of the aircraft was however far lower 
than anticipated and the cooling system regularly failed. 
Despite experimentation with new designs submitted to 
The Air Ministry in June 1934 under Specification 425a 
based on the original F7/30 his plans were still turned 
down. 

Mitchell however persevered and developed his original 
plans still further by designing the new fighter with thinner elliptical wings and a smaller span, a stressed 
skin construction and a faired cockpit with perspex cover - this was known as the Type 300. 

A new engine, the Rolls Royce Merlin, 27 litre PV-12, was to be installed and the Air Ministry, now 
impressed formalised a contract on 3 January 1935 with the official specification written to suit Mitchell's 
design being designated F37/34 as a short appendix to the original F7/30 Specification. 

By early March of 1936 the prototype, K5054, had completed the ground trials and engine run-up tests 
and the necessary Aeronautical Inspection Directorate's Certificate had been issued and so The Spitfire 
was ready for the first flight. 

There has been much debate upon the exact date that this flight took place although the Spitfire 
historian Alfred Price uncovered a hand written report of the expenditure on the Spitfire programme 
dated 29 February 1936 amounting to £14,637 on which is hand written "flown 5 March 1936". 

Bearing in mind that Reginald Mitchell was such a stickler for detail, and the fact that he would have 
attended the Board meeting on 2 April 1936 at which this certificate was presented, it can be taken that 
the Spitfire's first flight was on 5 March 1936 at Eastleigh. This has now been confirmed by the 
discovery of an original file, thought to have been destroyed, which reveals that the first flight lasted just 
8 minutes starting at 4.35pm. 

Once again the pilot for the new aircraft's first flight was "Mutt" Summers and in his usual apparent 
manner he stepped from the aircraft and tersely conveyed to the assembled crew that he had found no 
problems - then he added "I don't want anything touched" - and so the first official Spitfire was born. 



Over the next three days a further three flights took place, all piloted by "Mutt" lasting 23 minutes, 31 
minutes and 50 minutes during which time he flight tested the aircraft with a variety of stalls and steep 

turns to fully explore the flight characteristics of this 
unique aircraft. 

Over the next few months further trials were carried 
out with no major problems and K5054 was delivered 
to the Aeroplane and Armament Experimental 
Establishment at Martlesham Heath for official trials on 
26 May 1936. 

The Air Ministry were so impressed with this new 
fighter aircraft that prior to the full test programme 
being completed they issued a contract for 310 
Spitfires on 3 June 1936. 

 

As for the Prototype itself, it was first involved in an accident during performance trials at Martlesham 
Heath on 22 March 1937 following an oil pressure failure where a wheels up landing was made on 
heath land beside the Woodbridge - Bawdsley road although minor damage was sustained and the 
aircraft was subsequently repaired. 

Regrettably the aircraft was totally destroyed on 2 September 1939 in a crash at Farnborough where the 
pilot, F/Lt White, was also killed”. 
 
The Complete Future. 
Many thanks to Richard P for forwarding me the link to  www.swannysmodels.com/TheCompleteFuture.html  
which contains much information about “Klear”. The following extracts are printed with the kind permission of the 
author, Matt Swan.  
 
Future is a water-soluble acrylic floor coating that was developed by S. C. Johnson 
Company for linoleum flooring. In the United Kingdom it is known as “Klear”.  
Xtracolour is distributing a product marked as 'Acrylic Gloss Clear' that smells suspiciously 
like Future Floor Wax.  
       
Some time in the dim and forgotten past, a modeller discovered that this stuff, when 
applied to both side of a piece of clear polystyrene, would make it appear thinner and 
clearer. It will help to hide minor scratches – simply pour some Future into a small cup and 
dip your canopy into it or brush it on and let dry– it’s a kind of magic! After you dip your 
canopy (or other parts) in Future, be sure to place a cover over it to prevent dust from collecting on it. 
Also it is helpful to lay down a piece of tissue paper or a paper towel to set the part on, this will wick 
away any excess so that you will not have a heavy build-up on the low points. It has been reported that 
if you leave a small piece of sprue on the part and dip and let dry, then remove the sprue it stop's the 
splintering you sometimes get when removing parts off the sprue. I have not verified this yet. And finally, 
let the Future cure for around 48 hours before masking to reduce the possibility of pulling it off with the 
masking material.  
 
It is also useful as a sealant prior to AND after the application of decals. Before using Future to seal 
your model with it is important that the kit be clean and free of any oils such as fingerprints. All coats of 
paint should be allowed to cure (dry) for at least 24 to 48 hours (especially enamels) before applying 
Future. The sealing coat of Future (usually one coat is sufficient) should be allowed to dry for 24 to 48 

hours before applying decals. After decals have been applied and everything has dried 
completely (24 to 48 hours) you can apply a dull or flat finish safely such as Testors dull 
coat lacquer or Polly Scale clear flat. Testors Dull Coat is a lacquer so it should be applied 
in light coats to avoid orange peel.  
 
Some modellers even apply decals using Future to set the decal. Wet your decal as usual 
in water, but before it goes to the model, dip it in future. It works well and does away with 
the need for Micro-Sol/Set or similar setting agent. The only downside I have noted is that 
the Future goes tacky quite quickly and can cause a few problems if you are still trying to 
place/adjust the decal at that time. The upside is that it pretty much ensures no silvering.  
It is not necessary to thin this product prior to use. It can be applied directly from the bottle 



by either paintbrush or airbrush (15 to 20 psi), clean up with an ammonia-based window cleaner like 
Windolene. It is non-toxic and non-reactive. Because Future is a true Acrylic coating washes that are oil 
or Turpenal based will not affect it as they would lacquer or enamel based coatings.  
       
Future can be applied to your model with either a wide soft paintbrush or via an airbrush. If you choose 
to use the paintbrush approach be sure that your brush is clear and free of any dust particles before 
starting. Use slow continuous strokes to avoid causing bubbles on the finish. Once you have brushed a 
coat on, leave it alone and let it’s self-levelling properties take care of itself until thoroughly dry. If you 
are going to use an airbrush set your delivery pressure at about 15 psi and keep your range at about 6 
inches. I prefer to apply Future with the airbrush most often and lay down one or two heavy, wet coats. I 
have also found that mixing 3 parts Future to 1 part Isopropyl Alcohol before airbrushing really seems to 
help the finish. Some modellers prefer to apply several light coats but I feel this can lead to a pebbly 
result sometimes. When using heavy coats should you have a run develop simply touch it with the 
corner of a piece of tissue to draw off the excess. Should you discover a run after the coat has dried 
simply use a cotton swab soaked in ammonia based window cleaner and gently rub the run until it has 
been removed – only takes a minute or two.  
 
Future can also be polished with a non-volatile polishing compound, like Turtle Wax Polishing 
Compound (the kind in the white container with a green label).  
 
Future does produce a glossy finish so many modellers will introduce a flattening material or only use it 
as a pre-decal sealer. If you wish to use flattened Future as a final coat here are a couple of suggested 
ratios of Tamiya flat base for different effects:  
      1 part flat base to 3 parts Future = very flat 
      1 part flat base to 10 parts Future = flat 
      1 part flat base to 15 parts Future = satin 
If you get too much of anybody's flat base on the surface of your model you run the risk of making it all 
go white. No thinning is required just make sure it is well mixed.  
 
You can mix Future with Model Master Acrylic paints and add 20% to 25% of matt clear to obtain a 
realistic semi-gloss finish. Using Future as a "mixer" for acrylic paints will help them airbrush better, 
increase the durability of the paint to resist damage, and if you use enough Future, the resulting finish 
may not need to be gloss coated prior to decaling. It has been successfully used with Polly Scale, Model 
Master, Gunze Sangyo, and Mister Kit acrylic paints. Results have been poor when mixing Future with 
Tamiya acrylics and I do not recommend it. Usually around 25% Future to 75% paint will give good 
results but depending on your project you may want to add a little more Future. For example, if you are 
doing a fade/blending coat, you might add 80% Future to make a "translucent" paint.  
If you screw up the application you can remove the dried Future with Windolene or simply let it soak in a 
cup of Future overnight. It is important that the clear parts are clean and free of wax or oils (such as 
your finger print) prior to application otherwise these contaminants will repel the Future and give 
unsatisfactory results in the end.  
 
On clear parts, Future is a good protecting agent, including giving a good hedge against the 'chlorosis' 
white spray effect that cyanoacrylate glues can cause on windows and such.  
Some modellers are using Future as an adhesive for photo etched and brass parts or even to attach 
canopies. The bond is somewhat tenuous and I think I’ll stick (little pun there) to super glue myself.  
Future can be used for making mud puddles or standing water when doing a diorama. It's not as thick 
as epoxy, but it's easier to work with. And, it doesn't take nearly as long to dry as resin type clear 
mediums. Pastel powders can also be mixed with it to create grime, mud, yuck, or whatever.  
Use Future for instrument dial faces. It may take many more applications than epoxy, but you don't get 
the domed effect you do with epoxy, and Future is clearer.  
When creating dioramas or display bases utilizing Sculpey or other clear molding materials for water 

situations coat it with Future for a really wet look.  
You can add talcum powder to Future to make quick drying seam 
filler that is hard, but sands easily.  
If you want to create your own shades of transparent colors, food 
coloring can be mixed with Future for the desired effect. Tamiya 
clear colors work well as toners also. If you mess up, you haven't 
invested as much money as you would combining clear paints.  
For those gold tinted canopies on contemporary jet fighters try 



adding a few drops of Tamiya acrylic gold to a couple teaspoons of Future.  
 
Future as a sealer over decals allows the modeler to use an oil based paint mixture thinned with 
Turpenoid to color to darken panel lines etc. The Future will prevent the oil paint from marking the 
surface and you can use a paper towel or q-tip to remove as much as you want until you get the effect 
that you desire.  
 
If you do your own mould making and resin casting, Future is a great clear coat to use on your masters 
or moulds to ensure a clean casting. You can either brush it or spray it on. The clay you use to make 
your master mold can be used over and over again, as the Future does not seem to harm it.  
 
Mix a little SNJ powder with Future and have a rock hard gloss silver finish. Add about 4 "blobs" of SNJ 
powder to a 1/2 oz jar of Future and mix well. Using low pressure like 8 or 10 psi, apply two or three 
light coats, the last one a little heavier. Wait about 45 minutes and then buff with some more SNJ 
powder. This will create a very convincing aluminium finish. After drying overnight, this produces a very 
durable finish. Another plus to this technique verses using a series of lacquer primers and lacquer 
paints is that if you are dealing with very fine panel lines you do not run the risk of compromising those 
lines with paint build-up.  
 
Future also makes a great barrier coat between styrene and lacquer-based paint that would otherwise 
attack the plastic. Some modellers use it as a primer coat before applying lacquer based paints such as 
Alclad.  
 
A common problem reported with Future is a condition referred to as “Orange Peel”. I want to first talk 
about the causes of “Orange Peel” which will, for the most part, indicate some solutions. “Orange Peel” 
is a dimpled surface, like the skin of an orange, resulting from Future droplets drying too much to level 
out and flow smoothly together (poor coalescence).  
Root causes of “Orange Peel” are;  
1. Improper flash or drying time causing subsequent coats to lose solvents to the dry coat.  
2. Extreme shop temperature causing the droplets to lose more solvent and dry out before they can flow 
and level properly.  
3. Improper gun adjustment and techniques.  
4. Improper drying by gun fanning causing the paint droplets to dry out before they have a chance to 
flow together.  
5. Improper drying time for previous coats of paint can result on “out-gassing” preventing the Future 
from levelling out.  
 
With these causes in mind potential solutions become apparent.  
1. Allow proper dry time for undercoats and topcoats.  
2. Schedule painting to avoid temperature and humidity extremes.  
3. Use proper gun adjustments, techniques, and air pressure.  
4. Allow sufficient flash time. Do not dry by fanning. In mild cases, a second, wet coat of Future or a mild 
polishing compound for enamel or rubbing compound for lacquer may help. In severe cases, remove 
the Future with Windex or comparable product and recoat.  
 
Additional alternative solutions are:  
1. Add a couple drops of a liquid dishwashing detergent (like Ivory, or Dawn, or such) to the jar holding 
the Future to be sprayed. What that does is help the Future 'break' it's natural surface tension and help 
it to 'level out' faster. Also, mix in about 15% to 20% Polly Scale airbrush thinner. 
2. Another avenue would be to add a few drops of Windex to the paint cup to reduce the surface tension 
of the Future.  
3. A few modellers have been happy with the results from sanding the surface with 3200 or even 6000 
grit sandpaper. 
4. Try using a little 80% rubbing alcohol to thin the Future with and adjust your airbrush air pressure to 
about 15 to 20 psi. 
 
All of these approaches have worked for modellers in the past. Regardless, this pebbling will not affect 
the application of decals and in most cases disappears once a final dull coat is applied. I have been 
using Future for so long that I cannot remember the first model that I coated with it and have never had 



this ‘pebble’ effect happen so these possible solutions are as reported by other modellers and caution 
should be exercised when experimenting with them.  
Snake Skin: If you are using enamel paints and they have not been allowed to cure completely you 
may get a snake skin effect in the Future. It is important that your underlying coats of paint be fully 
cured before applying Future. It is also imperative the surface be clean of oils and fingerprints. Before 
coating your model with Future let it soak in a mild detergent solution and then rinse with warm water. 
Let it dry completely before proceeding. 
 
When using flat paints more Future is required to get the glossy finish as a flat surface is, in reality, not 
flat. It is very rough on a microscopic level to break up light reflection causing it to look flat and this 
roughness must be filled in by the Future coating. You recreate the flat look with a final coat of flat finish 
after all decals and weathering has been completed.  
 
Decal Setting Solution Reactions: Strong decal setting solutions, like Micro-Sol, will react with Future 
that has not cured fully and create a white haze. Do not dispare, this haze will disappear when you 
apply a second coating of Future. Remember to always allow your Future to cure for a 
minimum of 24 hours before applying decals.  
 
Stripping Future: 
Future can be stripped from the canopy in several ways. 
1.      Windoline 
2.      Soak in Future overnight. 
3.      Chameleon Paint Stripper. 
4.      Ammonia.  
 
A cautionary note on Humbrol masking liquid, Humbrol is an ammonia based masking liquid and the 
ammonia will break down Future so DO NOT use this product to mask over Future floor polish. 
However, with this same information in mind, you can use Humbrol masking liquid to strip Future from 
select areas of a model without harming the underlying coats of paint.  
 
When using Future in an airbrush, to clean your brush all you need to do is shoot some Windoline 
through your airbrush. 

Disorder in the Court 
These are from a book called  ' Disorder in the American Courts', and are things people actually said in court, word 
for word, taken down and now published by court reporters who had the torment of staying calm while these 
exchanges were taking place! 
 
ATTORNEY: Are you sexually active? 
WITNESS: No, I just lie there. 
________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: What is your date of birth? 
WITNESS: July 18th. 
ATTORNEY: What year? 
WITNESS: Every year. 
_____________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: What gear were you in at the moment of the impact? 
WITNESS: Gucci sweats and Reeboks. 
___________________________________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: This myasthenia gravis, does it affect your memory at all? 
WITNESS: Yes. 
ATTORNEY: And in what ways does it affect your memory? 
WITNESS: I forget. 
ATTORNEY: You forget? Can you give us an example of something you forgot? 
_____________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: How old is your son, the one living with you? 
WITNESS: Thirty-eight or thirty-five, I can't remember which. 
ATTORNEY: How long has he lived with you? 
WITNESS:  Forty-five years. 
 



_____________________________________ 
ATTORNEY:  What was the first thing your husband said to you that morning? 
WITNESS: He said, "Where am I, Cathy?" 
ATTORNEY: And why did that upset you? 
WITNESS:  My name is Susan. 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: Do you know if your daughter has ever been involved in voodoo? 
WITNESS: We both do. 
ATTORNEY:  Voodoo? 
WITNESS: We do. 
ATTORNEY: You do? 
WITNESS: Yes, voodoo. 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: Now doctor, isn't it true that when a person dies in his sleep, he doesn't know about it until 
the next morning? 
WITNESS: Did you actually pass the bar exam? 
___________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: The youngest son, the twenty-year-old, how old is he? 
WITNESS: Uh, he's twenty-one. 
________________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: Were you present when your picture was taken? 
WITNESS: Would you repeat the question? 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: So the date of conception (of the baby) was August 8th? 
WITNESS: Yes. 
ATTORNEY: And what were you doing at that time? 
WITNESS:  Uh.... 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: She had three children, right? 
WITNESS: Yes. 
ATTORNEY: How many were boys? 
WITNESS:  None. 
ATTORNEY: Were there any girls? 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: How was your first marriage terminated? 
WITNESS: By death. 
ATTORNEY: And by whose death was it terminated? 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: Can you describe the individual? 
WITNESS: He was about medium height and had a beard. 
ATTORNEY: Was this a male or a female? 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: Is your appearance here this morning pursuant to a deposition notice which I sent to your 
attorney? 
WITNESS: No, this is how I dress when I go to work. 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, how many of your autopsies have you performed on dead people? 
WITNESS: All my autopsies are performed on dead people. 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: ALL your responses MUST be oral, OK? What school did you go to? 
WITNESS:  Oral. 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: Do you recall the time that you examined the body? 
WITNESS: The autopsy started around 8:30 p.m. 
ATTORNEY: And Mr. Denton was dead at the time? 
WITNESS: No, he was sitting on the table wondering why I was doing an autopsy on him! 
______________________________________ 
ATTORNEY: Are you qualified to give a urine sample? 
WITNESS:  Huh? 
______________________________________ 



ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the autopsy, did you check for a pulse? 
WITNESS: No. 
ATTORNEY:  Did you check for blood pressure? 
WITNESS: No. 
ATTORNEY: Did you check for breathing? 
WITNESS: No. 
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient was alive when you began the autopsy? 
WITNESS: No. 
ATTORNEY: How can you be so sure, Doctor? 
WITNESS: Because his brain was sitting in a jar on my desk. 
ATTORNEY: But nevertheless could the patient have still been alive? 
WITNESS: Yes, it is possible that he could have been alive and practising law. 

Websites of the Month. 

A couple this time. Firstly, thanks to Mike Scotcher and Matt Coy at IPMS Abingdon for making me 
aware of the the following website that will have news of military Modelling releases: 
http://www.perthmilitarymodelling.com/newkitnews/newf.htm 
 
Next is a site containing many wonderful photographs that will be of interest to carrier and carrier aircraft 
modellers of the late ‘40’s and early 50’s: http://www.midwaysailor.com/midway1950/index.html. CV41 
USS Midway is moored at San Diego and is open to the public. I took a look around her during 2004 
and enjoyed it immensely. 
Here are a few photos taken from the site: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Do you know the names of the aircraft? Choose between Banshee, Cutlass, Demon, Panther and 
Savage. 
 

Next Meeting: March 15  

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email pmjccamp@supanet.com or 
Patrick.camp@jet.uk 


