
 

 

 

 

 April  2006. 

St George’s Trophy. 
Tonight’s competition takes place each year around the time of St George’s day. Any model that has a 
link to England / English is eligible for entry, so long as it has not been a past winner of the trophy. 

Test Trout Trophy. 
The theme of tonight’s competition is “white”. Any model of any scale or vintage can be entered. Please 
do enter these competitions as the more entries there are the better it is for all. You can enter your 
model in both competitions if it fits the entry criteria. 
The next Test Trout trophy after tonight is July’s meeting 
and the theme is “birds”. 

Events Since We last Met. 

Romsey Modellers at Modelsport, Telford 
Many thanks to Paul for the following report. Paul reckons there 
were probably upwards of 1500 car models on display and that 
the show was busy through until 3:00pm...... 

On Saturday 25th March, Dan and I made the trip up to 
Telford for the annual motorsport modelling show, 
“Modelsport”. Held at The Holiday Inn, Telford, the venue 
offers a large hall in which the country’s foremost car and 
bike modellers can show off their hard work. After a speed 
camera dodging 2 1/4 hour drive we arrived at 08.30a.m, 
in plenty of time to set up. In last months Update I 
mentioned that we had a 6ft table to display on, but we 
had been upgraded to the centre table and so had 12ft of 
space: an honour indeed! This enabled us to get out the 
big guns and show all of our 1/12th scale F1 cars, my 
1/24th cars, the bikes and still have room for Dan's in 
progress Ferrari 330 P4 and an MG models 
1/12th early Ferrari 312 in smelly red resin. We could then 
sit back and wait for the plaudits....well stand 
actually....one downside is that the centre tables have no 
seating!!! 

The event was organised by 'Les Garagistes', a group of 
15 car modellers. Of note were; Andy Wright, a regular 
contributor to SMI who displayed a superb collection of 
1/12th bike models one of which was awarded 'Best Bike' 
on the day. Richard Hewer and Mark Oakley had a 
collection of 1970's and 80's F1 cars, in both 1/20th and 
1/12th scales. This pairing won 'Best Display' and 
deservedly so. Mark Oakley showed some of his 
scratchbuilt masterpieces including his Hesketh 308 and a 
beautiful James Hunt M23 Mclaren. Patrick Watson, 
another regular in TMMI and SMI had brought 
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Romsey Display. 



along several of his rally  and Le Mans cars. Steve 
Lorriman and Ian Barron had a large display dedicated 
to 1/12th motorcycles. Mike Easter collected 'Best in 
Show' for his oustanding 1/12th Lotus 72D in the iconic 
'JPS' livery. Neither Dan nor I won anything! We 
concluded that we had nothing new on display 
meant that we didn't catch the judges eye. We nearly 
won 'Most travelled' but were pipped at the post by a 
Canadian guy who had flown the 3000 miles just for the 
show....maybe if I'd have gone around that roundabout a 
few more times... 

The trade stands did brisk business all day. One vendor 
had 20 or more Tamiya 1/12th F1 kits to sell, some were 
rare and at good prices. I myself faired good too. I took 
with me my 1/24th resin Ford RS200 kit along with the 
intention of helping the manufacturer gets some orders. 
Once Patrick Watson had viewed the kit he was beside 
himself with excitement and offered me £120 there and 
then. The offer was too good to resist and after crossing 
my palm, the kit I waited 4 months for was his! I 
purchased a 1/12th Tamiya Tyrrell P34 (the six wheeled one) with the profit and have since ordered 
another RS200 kit...Look out for Pat’s review in a forthcoming SMI. 

At midday Gary Constable ran a very successful automotive 
memorabilia auction. Of note was; a Ferrari cap signed by Michael 
Schumacher, a Renault race suit signed by Jarno Trulli, a signed 
1/12th scale Yamaha by Valentino Rossi and....a signed picture of 
himself by Ayrton Senna! About £1000 was raised for charity with 
some items that didn't fetch their reserve going onto eBay.  

After much chin wagging and rubbing shoulders with the 'stars' we 
packed up and headed home. A good day had been had. It was 
great to see some old friends once more and to get a look in the 
flesh at some cracking models. We concluded that the show was a 
success for us as well as the organisers and without doubt we will 

attended again if we are invited. It was well worth the 380 mile/5 hour drive. Our thanks go to Shane 
Price who along with 'Les Garagistes' made us feel very welcome. 

Forthcoming Events. 
Many thanks to Phil to sending me details of the shows being attended by 
the F4 Phantom SIG. I have marked those events by an * below: 

Poole Vikings Model Club Annual Show *. 
This year’s Poole show is on Saturday 29th April at Parkstone 
Grammar School, Sopers Lane, Poole (off the A349). This is a new 
venue, so refer to the map at the right for directions. We have 18 ft 
of table space (in an “L” shape at the end of a row) as this is another 
of the shows that is popular in the club. They asked how many club 
members will be attending and I replied there would be five. The hall 
will be open from 08:30 for setting up. Public opening is from 10:00 
until 16:00. 

Military Book Fair & Reserve Collection Open day, 
FAA Yeovilton. 
Is being held on Sunday 30 April. Les will be going (as a trader) so 
if you would like to go I’m sure he would welcome your company! 
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Popham Aero / Autojumble. 
This event will take place on May 1 at Popham Airfield. 

Plymouth Scale Model Exhibition *. 
Is being held on Saturday 13 May at Plymouth’s Guildhall from 10:00 until 16:30. Contact is Dave 
Watson on Plymouth 518287 or spotandjoe@blueyonder.co.uk. 

Gloucester IPMS Model Show *. 
Is being held on Sunday 14 May at Churchdown Community Centre (between Gloucester and 
Cheltenham). 

Mini Ship Show. 
The club has reserved 8 to 10ft of table space at the Mini Ship Show being held on Sunday May 14 at 
Explosion!, Gosport. This is a privately arranged event being held in the museum’s Conference Room 
and is a show of mini ships specialising in 1/1250 waterline models, associated books and other models 
of related subjects. Entry to the show is free with a museum ticket or £1.30 without. He says that there 
will be 10 to 12 traders present and we can have a couple of tables free of charge if we are displaying 
(not trading). 

Southdowns Model Show 2. 
The South Coast’s newest model show is being held at Lancing Parish Hall, South Street, Lancing on 
May 20. Tel 01403 782638 or 01273 279635. 

Amberley Military Vehicle Show. 
This show is being held at the Amberley Working Museum, Amberley, West Sussex on Sunday 21 
May. Check www.amberleymuseum.co.uk for details. 

Duxford May Air Show. 
This is also being held on Sunday 21 May. 

Warship Weekend, at Explosion! 
Also being held at Explosion! on Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 July is Warship Weekend. There will be 
displays of old and modern warships in the Conference Hall with many model boats, including a full 
sized Victorian Steam Pinnace in the Camber Dock at Priddy’s Hard. Entry is free with a museum ticket. 
The club has two tables at this event and the aim (at both this show and the Mini-Ship Show) will be to 
show ship and FAA/Navy aircraft models. We cannot do trading at either show. 

What the papers say…… 

Fine Scale Modeler 
May 2006. 
 
SHOWCASE: Wally Bigelow's USS Intrepid CV-11 by Jeff Herne 
AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: Star-quality Korean War F-80C by Gil Hodges 
ARMOR HOW-TO: Terrific Tiran-5 by Chris Mrosko and Brett Avants 
AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: Bermuda Triangle Avenger by Glen Hambleton 
SHOWCASE: Steven Anderson's mythical German giants by Jeff Herne 
COVER STORY: Picture-perfect display base by Matthew Usher:  
How to photograph your models in the digital age by Mark Thompson 
 
Workbench Reviews: Tumpeter MiG-29M Fulcrum; AFV Club M36 Jackson tank destroyer; Revell Ryan 
"Spirit of St. Louis; Skyline Models Boeing 737-400; Tamiya German Panther Ausf G; Sword T-38 
Talon; Special Hobby Fiat G.55; Czech Model Curtiss SO3C Sewmew; Aero Plast Messerschmitt Bf 
109D. 
History You Can Model: M24 Chaffee light tank. 



Model Military International. 
Issue 1, published 6 April 
Many thanks to Mike Scotcher at at IPMS Abingdon for his comments on the first issue of the 
new magazine…. 
“Yet another military modelling magazine, we’ve never been so spoilt! 
This publication is along the same lines as model airplane international with a clear 
and concise format similar to the Tamyia magazine.  
It is stated it will cover all subjects military, including vehicles, figures, helicopters 
and some naval subjects. 
Some good articles in this first edition included a 1/35th Sherman firefly, 1/35th Tiger II and the 1/48th 
Tamiya M10 tank destroyer.  
An article detailing the painting of a 200mm Fallschirjager bust had some good tips and a section with 
photos of dirty and worn tracks gave some good reference material. 
The usual latest releases and book reviews were also included. 
On the whole not a bad effort but in my view for the £3.50 price tag it could do with 4 or 5 more pages to 
give value for money”. 
Mike Scotcher, Abingdon Modelling Club. 
 

TECHGUIDE: Tips and techniques for building resin kits, using Resicast’s 1:35 Beach 
Armoured Recovery Vehicle as the guinea pig. 
‘CHUTE TO KILL: Verlinden's 200mm Fallschirmjäger bust is brought to life by Frazer Gray's 
expert hand - a full painting guide is included 
FIRE MISSION: Vietnam war vignette based on Great North Roads 1:35 firebase revetment. 
CH-47A CHINOOK: Our first look at Trumpeters 1:35 Chinook - it’s big, but is it good? 
Also in Issue 1… 
Friulmodel track building techguide / Nuremberg 2006 show report / Dragon 1:35 King Tiger / 
Tamiya 1:48 M10 TD / New figure releases / Book reviews / References / Incoming / Glossary 

Scale Auto Magazine. 
April 06 
Features: 
Cat Tales, by Tim Boyd: A brief history of Mercury Cougar kits 
Build the Luxury Cat by Tim Boyd: Mercury's 1969 Cougar XR-7 
NNL South by Jim Haught: Clay Kemp repeats as Best of Show winner in Atlanta 
Showcase: Chevy shop truck by Ken Hamilton: GSL-XX Light Commercial winner 
NNL Toledo by Jim Haught: The Nationals begins its second quarter-century 
Roundtable 5: Details, details How to make great gauges, classy chassis, and more 
Bash a Rodent by Don Oystryk: Kitbash a drag car from Willys and Pontiac kits 

Military In Scale. 
Issue 162, May 06, on sale now. 
Military in scale have changed there website design and I found it difficult to get a list of the magazine topics. 
Hopefully this is just a short term problem. 

 
Alpha Jet Camouflage and Markings 
Mark Rolfe provides plenty of options for builders of this 
attractive jet - using any of the available kits. 
Also, presumably, something about Bf109’s as they posted the 
picture on the left on the website. 
 
 

Model Aircraft Monthly. 
April 2006, On sale since 25 March, £3.25 
The Lost Tomorrows of an Eagle - Part One by Paul Lucas 
Tells the fascinating story of the TSR.2 based upon surviving material in government 
files, industry records, Air Ministry Orders, Defence Council Instructions and private 
hands 
Spitire Parade – 1 by Peter & Dave Brown  



Father and son ‘modelling team’, offer details of a selection of their 1/48 scale Spitfire models 
Spitire Parade – 2 by Len Thompson 
Looks at the Spitfire kits on offer in 1/72 scale 

 
 
 
Two-seater NZ ‘scooter’ by Andy Scott 
As a fan of both the A-4 Skyhawk and the RNZAF, Andy takes matters into his own hands... twice... in 
1/48 scale! 
Quarter Scale Spitfires! by Neil Robinson 
Takes a first look at the new 1/48 scale Airfix Spitfire Mk I/II and Spitfire Mk IXc/XVIe 
Nieuport’s Superbebe by Stephen Lawson 
First of a multi-part series featuring aircraft from World War One, Stephen models the Eduard 1/48 scale 
Nieuport 17 
Norwegian Lodestar by Nils Mathisrud 
Creates a Lockheed Lodestar, using Koster’s 1/48 scale Ventura and Sanger’s Hudson 
Bush War Harvards by Mike Robson 
Tells the real story of those mysterious Biafran Harvards... 
8-Page Foldout: Argentinian A-4 Skyhawk 1/48 scale plans by Peter Green, BAC TSR.2 GA Drawings 
(circa 1964), Spitfire Combinations by Trevor Snowden 

Scale Aviation Modelling International. 
April 06. 
Grumman Cougar: Navy Blue Part 3 by David Francis 
Continues his occasional series on US Navy aircraft with Fisher Model & Pattern’s 1/32 
resin kit 
Pioneer Propjet by Tony Gloster  
Models the turboprop Gloster Trent Meteor from Unicraft’s conversion set and Airfix’s Meteor F.1 

 
‘That’s One Happy Panda!’ by Daniel R Smith 
Models the B-24J Liberator on which his father completed his tour of duty with the USAAF in March 
1945 
Halifax to Halton by Andy Hazell 
In the first of an occasional series Andy transforms the Airfix Handley Page Halifax into the Halton civil 
transport using the Magna Models conversion 
Seagoing Parasol by Joe Sheppard 
A chance kit purchase prompted Joe to model the rare Morane-Saulnier MS 226C1 shipboard fighter 
MesserSpit by David Francis 
Provides a timely reminder of a little-known hybrid that served with the nascent Israeli AF 
‘Englander Bomber’ 
by Simon Snape 
Models the four-engined Arado Ar 234C-3 jet bomber from Revell’s 1/48 scale kit 
Airkraft Guide: Section Eight in a 12-part series - sponsored by Airfix - FREE with Scale Aviation 
Modeller 



Scale Models International. 
April 06, £3.35 
Time to put the Cat out!: The F-14 Tomcat retires. Part 1 Power Projection: Photos and 
model 
A Few of the Few – Spitfire Project 1. 1:48 Airfix by Trevor Snowden 
Airfix’s well-known R&D Engineer, proves he’s not just a kit designer but also an 
enthusiastic modeller too, by building a selection of Spitfires and a Seafire from the new 
Airfix 1:48 scale range 
 

 
The changing face of Formula 1 – Renault R25. 1:6 Apole by Scott Westbury 
New standards set both on the track and in the model workshop 
Stratosphere – Lancia Stratos. 1:24 Italeri by Trevor Pask 
The exterior detail is good and as the body shape looks very convincing, a reissue by Italeri after nearly 
15 years absence is welcome 
Prime Mover – SdKfz 7 German Half-Track. 1:6 Armortek by Vincent Abbott 
One thing that strikes you when you get a delivery of one of Armortek’s kits is the size and weight of the 
packing boxes; it really does feel like the ultimate big boys’ toy 
The Emperor’s Finest. Warhammer 40K Space Marines Terminators Games Workshop 
by Ian T Grainger (well done Ian!). I greatly enjoyed creating my Space Marine Terminator squad 
Figures in Focus. The fascinating world of 1:6 scale action figures by Ade Pitman 
DiD Corp, Dragon Models, Sideshow Toys, BBI... and more 
Plus: Heavy Metal(?), UH-60 Blackhawk, Curtiss SB2C-4 Helldiver, Super Slots, Diecast Rally Specials, 
Mercedes W154, Milton Keynes Model Show, Horsa Mk 1 Assault Glider (one of yours Dus?). 

Tamiya Model Magaxine. 
April 06. 
 
THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO! Tamiya’s large scale collectors’ model of the F-16C 
Thunderbirds flies in 
ANOTHER FINE MESSE: TMMI take the plane and visit the Nuremberg Toy Fair, 2006 
SCHWIMM WHEN YOUR WINNING: Eduard’s 1:16 Schwimmwagen gets the expert 
weathering treatment 
A WINTERS TALE: Superdetailing Dragon’s 1:35 Stug III ausf.B 
DEFENCE OF THE REICH: More Fw190 joy! This time, Tamiya’s 1:48 F-8 version... 
OUTFLANKED: Trumpeter’s massive Su-27 gets a mild facelift 
KIT PREVIEWS: Accurate Miniatures 1:24 Corvette racers, Hasegawa 1:24 Subaru Impreza WRC 2005 
‘Mexico Rally’, Aerotech 1:32 Henshaw Mew Gull, Bronco Models 1:35 Hotchkiss H39, Dragon 1:48 
Ta154, Accurate Miniatures 1:48 SB2C-1C Helldiver 
Model Airplane International. 
April 06. 
 
Kwik Build - The Junkers Ju 87G-2 in 1:32 from Hasegawa by Garry Prettyman and the 
Albatros D.V ‘Jasta 5’ from Eduard by Nick J. Wigman 
A Fine Vintage - Jay Laverty builds, updates and, at times, scratchbuilds the P-40 in 1:24 
from the Vintage Fighter Series kit 
• Hello Bébe! - Mike Capell builds Eduard’s lovely little Nieuport Ni.11 in 1:48 
Hawker-Siddeley HS.125 - Richard J. Caruana takes a look at this classic British jet 
Butcher Bird II - Steve A. Evans has a bit of relaxation with a from-the-box build of the new Tamiya 1:48 
Fw 190A-8 
Techniques Guide - Painting Resin Cockpits Part 1 - Jeroen Veen shows you how to paint and weather 
an aftermarket WWII era cockpit 



Air Modeller. 
This is a bi-monthly magazine containing high quality models and photographs. 
Cannon Nose - Carmell Zammit describes the evolution of his big nosed Me 262A-1a/U 
Convair B-58 Hustler - Part one of Albert Tureczek’s reworking and detailing of the Italeri kit 
Corsairez - Vous? - The French Navy version of the Corsair modelled and described by Franck Oudin 
Beautiful Lass - Yannick Pondaven builds the Hasegawa P-38 F Lightning# 
The Lockheed P-38 Lightning - David Doyle traces the development and history of the P-38 Lightning 
Xtreme detail - The P-38 in close up 
Air Born - New releases 
Figure it out - Step by step figure painting techniques for the aircraft modeller 

AFV Modeller. 
From the same stable as Air Modeller and offering similar high quality. 
 
Running up that Hill Part 2 - The conclusion of Adam Wilder’s detailed account of his T34 diorama 
Fall Tiger - Antonio Martin Tello describes the techniques behind his small scale Tiger II 
Beast Hunter - Kazuya Yoshioka gives hints on successful figure compositions and describes his 
dramatic diorama 
T55 - Kristof Pulinckx gives his take on the Tamiya kit 
CV9040C - Swedens latest APC scratchbuilt by Ingvar Sylegard 
Xtreme detail - The MG151 Drilling AA mount 
Keeping Track - More new releases 
Euro Militaire Part 2 - More great entries from this years(?) show. 

Accurate Armour 
……Have announced a new range of 1/48th scale airfield support vehicles that would look great with 
your aircraft model. Hopefully the prices won’t be excessive…….  
K48001 Austin K2Y 4x2 Heavy Ambulance (RAF, USAF,Army) 
K48002 AEC 6x6 2500 Gallon Refueller (RAF Bomber Command) 
K48003 Bedford QL 1000 Gallon Refueller (RAF) 
K48004 Crossley Q-Type 4x4 Fire Foam Tender (RAF) 

The English Language in Europe. 
The following note, posted on the internet by a Mr Lonnie Miller, may well be of interest to you…. 
European Commission has just announced an agreement whereby English will be the official language 
of the European Union rather than German, which was the other possibility.  
As part of the negotiations, the British Government conceded that English spelling had some room for 
improvement and has accepted a 5- year phase-in plan that would become known as "Euro-English".  
 
In the first year, "s" will replace the soft "c". Sertainly, this will make the sivil servants jump with joy.  
 
The hard "c" will be dropped in favour of "k". This should klear up konfusion, and keyboards kan have 
one less letter.  
 
There will be growing publik enthusiasm in the sekond year when the troublesome "ph" will be replaced 
with "f". This will make words like fotograf 20% shorter.  
 
In the 3rd year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to reach the stage where more 
komplikated changes are possible.  
 
Governments will enkourage the removal of double letters which have always ben a deterent to akurate 
speling.  
 
Also, al wil agre that the horibl mes of the silent "e" in the languag is disgrasful and it should go away.  
 
By the 4th yer people wil be reseptiv to steps such as replasing "th" with "z" and "w" with "v".  
 



During ze fifz yer, ze unesesary "o" kan be dropd from vords kontaining "ou" and after ziz fifz yer, ve vil 
hav a reil sensibl riten styl.  
 
Zer vil be no mor trubl or difikultis and evrivun vil find it ezi tu understand ech oza. Ze drem of a united 
urop vil finali kum tru.  
 
Und efter ze fifz yer, ve vil al be speking German like zey vunted in ze forst plas. 

Some words of wisdom from our pilot friends...  
This was posted by one of the contributors of www.steelnavy.com ….. 

There are more planes in the ocean than there are submarines in the sky. 

If the wings are traveling faster than the fuselage, it's probably a helicopter -- and therefore, unsafe. 

When one engine fails on a twin-engine airplane you always have enough power left to get you to the 
scene of the crash. 

Weather forecasts are horoscopes with numbers. 

Progress in airline flying; now a flight attendant can get a pilot pregnant. 

Airspeed, altitude or brains. Two are always needed to successfully complete the flight. 

I remember when sex was safe and flying was dangerous. 

Mankind has a perfect record in aviation; we never left one up there! 

Flashlights are tubular metal containers kept in a flight bag for the purpose of storing dead batteries. 

Just remember, if you crash because of weather, your funeral will be held on a sunny day. 

Advice given to RAF pilots during W.W.II. When a plane (crash) seems inevitable, endeavor to strike the 
softest, cheapest object in the vicinity as slowly and gently as possible. 

The Piper Cub is the safest airplane in the world; it can just barely kill you. (Attributed to Max Stanley, 
Northrop test pilot) 

If you're faced with a forced landing, fly the thing as far into the crash as possible. (Bob Hoover - 
renowned aerobatic and test pilot) 

Though I Fly Through the Valley of Death I Shall Fear No Evil For I am at 80,000 Feet and Climbing. 
(sign over the entrance to the SR-71 operating location Kadena, Japan). 

The three best things in life are a good landing, a good orgasm, and a good bowel movement. The night 
carrier landing is one of the few opportunities in life where you get to experience all three at the same 
time. (Author unknown, but someone who's been there) 

You know that your landing gear is up and locked when it takes full power to taxi to the terminal. 

On The Workbench. 

I have three models on the go at the moment; Curtiss BF2C-1 Hawk (note to self: must try to get it ready 
for the next Test Trout), Kawanishi N1K1 Shiden and a hussar figurine (who seems to have been 
resident on the workbench for years now). The Hawk is getting close to final assembly and rigging: I’ll 
let you know how it goes! 

I am building the Shiden as a learning curve. First of all it is a Japanese aircraft and I haven’t built one 
of those since my teens. Next I want to do some flaky painting (so what’s new there, then!) and to try 
painting on the national markings (Hinomaru) rather than using decals. It also turned out to be my first 
use of Alclad 2 lacquer, and it is that I wanted to tell you about. 

The Shiden is a Tamiya kit from the late Brian Press’s collection. It has been built pretty well straight 
from the box and is a good subject for surface treatment, having nicely done engraved panel lines and 
few awkward lumps and bumps. The only downside is that the wing assembly had to go on before 
painting because of a gap that needs filling in the fuselage underside. If you could do the painting with 
the wings and tail left off then I’m sure that is the way to go. 



My attempt at flaky painting is to undercoat the model in aluminium finish so this shows through in 
patches of the camouflage top coat. As such, it was a useful practice for a natural metal finish (NMF) for 
that F-86 Sabre sitting in my “to-do” pile. 

The basic airframe was assembled with all the detail bits left off. 
The joins were filled where needed and sanded smooth. I used up 
to 8000 grit micromesh (used wet) and checked the surface for any 
bumps or scratches left. Other details that needed NMF were 
similarly treated and, where practical, left in place on the sprues for 
painting. The undercarriage wells were painted before assembly 
and masked off using a roll of moistened tissue paper capped off 
with Tamiya tape and Blu-Tack. The cockpit was also lightly stuffed 
with moist tissue and a piece of micromesh teased into place to 
close off. 

The surfaces were then airbrushed gloss black. The paint was “decanted” from a Tamiya aerosol can of 
TS-17 black. I used a 4” length of large diameter drinking straw over the nozzle of the well-shaken can 
and sprayed paint though it into an airbrush jar. You will get a lot of foaming from the propellant, so do it 

in stages. About half a standard ¾” jar should do it. Now leave the 
paint to de-gas propellant and don’t worry about it drying in the jar: 
you have plenty of time. I put a light “dusting” coat on all parts to 
start with, and then built up the coats finishing with a heavy, wet 
coat. I did this at the beginning of the day and it was ready for a bit 
of cleaning up with micromesh during the afternoon. I hadn’t left the 
paint to de-gas sufficiently and had a rough, patchy surface. 
However, it looked pretty good after micromeshing with 6000 grit, 
followed by 8000. The difficult areas are at the wing and tail roots, 
both due to the disturbed air flow from the airbrush and the difficulty 
getting into nooks and crannies with the micromesh: hence it is 

better to leave the wings off if you can. 

Next day the underside of the airframe and many of the details 
were airbrushed Alclad 2 dark aluminium. I also painted a couple 
of panels in the hot zone behind the cowling (which has been 
stuck on temporarily, without an engine inside) as these were 
shown painted darker on the kit box art. I used quite a low 
pressure of 10 to 12 psi and built the colour up uniformally. No 
messing around decanting: just give the bottle a thorough shaking 
and pour some into your airbrush cup. I had to top mine up mid 
way through the session and this was no problem. It went on 
amazingly well, apart from one or two patches where the black paint had also had a problem. I waited 
15 to 20 minutes before masking up the panels behind the cowls and then sprayed the top of the 
airframe with Alclad 2 aluminium. Again, no problems. 

Later in the day I gave the panels a clean up with 8000 grit micromesh. 

On day 3 I used oil paints (with no solvent) to do the panel lines. I mixed a grey from Ivory black, 

Paynes Grey and Zinc white. This was well brushed into the panel lines (left photo). 

Wearing a polythene glove or with some Clingfilm over a finger, work the paint around to make sure the 
panel lines are filled (centre photo). Finally, use a cloth to wipe the surface (right photo). The oil paint 
darkened the surface slightly, so I’ll see whether micromesh restores it once the paint has dried. 
Alternatively, a coat of Johnson’s Klear before doing the panel lines may be an idea. So far at least, I 



am very impressed with Alclad and look forward to using it for 
NMF. I recommend you give it a try as well (providing you have an 
airbrush). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting. 
 
May 17. 
 
Happy Modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email pmjccamp@supanet.com or 
Patrick.camp@jet.uk 
 


