
 

 

 

 October  06. 

Tonight’s “Test Trout” Competition. 
The theme for tonight’s competition is “cats”. Any subject, any scale, old models or new, past winners or not, 
that have some link, however tenuous, to the theme are eligible for entry. Good luck and have fun! 

Annual Competition Time is Approaching! 

Next month is annual competition night. You can enter any model that has not previously been placed 1st, 2nd 
or 3rd in this competition.  

These are the subject categories:  
1 AIRCRAFT: 1/72 and below. 
2 AIRCRAFT: Above 1/72 
3 MILITARY VEHICLES: 1/72 and below. 
4 MILITARY VEHICLES: Above 1/72. 
5 SHIPS: any scale. 
6 FIGURES: 80mm and below. 
7 FIGURES: Above 80mm. 
8 CIVILIAN VEHICLES: 1/20 and below. 
9 CIVILIAN VEHICLES: Above 1/20. 
10 DIORAMAS. 
11 PHOTOGRAPHIC. 
12 MISCELLANEOUS. 

If we are short of entries in any one category, we may merge it into another: this is more likely if the category 
has a scale split. 

You will be asked to complete an entry slip for each model. Please fill in the details and then put your name 
on the back. Leave the entry slips on the table for me to collect at the end of the night. 

The club members will vote for their first, second and third choices in each category. Please do not vote on 
any of your own entries, but you can vote on others in that subject category. When you have finished voting, 
add your name to the reverse of the voting slip and pass it to me. 

Awards will be made at the December meeting, so please bring your models back for then. Everyone present 
at that meeting, to which friends and family are cordially invited, will then vote for their favourite, which will be 
awarded the coveted John Cox memorial trophy for “Best In Show”. 

It is a competition for fun and the more that enter the better it is for everyone! December’s meeting will also 
have a “bring and buy”, raffle, buffet and, if we’re lucky, some live music. And no, I don’t mean carol singers!  

Events over the past month. 

Modelfest 2006. 
Paul Adams and I had an enjoyable time manning our stand at this show. Paul was, as usual, attracting a lot 
of attention polishing his parts until they really shone. The small resin battleship model I was working on also 
attracted a lot more attention than you might expect, which makes me think there are a lot of modellers who 

Club table at Farnborough Show (photos P Adams).          Modelcraft 2006 Show at Tadley (photos P Butler).          



are keen to try some ship modelling. Otherwise we thought the venue was a little tight for space although, on 
the plus side, there were lots of traders there.  

Modelcraft 2006 
This was held at The Hurst School, Tadley, and reports I have are that it is much like the show at Romsey 
School, but on a smaller scale. 

Forthcoming Events. 

Junior Model Show. 
This year’s autumn show at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton, is this Saturday, October 21. This is the 
third of these shows and is aimed at attracting younger model enthusiasts. One child (up to and including 16 
years of age) gets in free of charge when accompanied by a full paying adult. The competition is open to 
juniors only and the entrants will also be undertaking judging. I have details of the entry categories with me: 
ask if you would like to see them. Those of us who have been to the show in previous years have come 
away thinking that these youngsters were junior in age only: their knowledge and quality of work is to a very 
respectable standard. 
We have requested three tables and our club stand is in the Concorde Hall, halfway along the far wall. We 
should have a power socket for the lighting we will bring with us.  

The club is giving two talks: 'Model building 101 - an overview to building models' by Gary Jarman (with Vic 
has his delightful assistant) and "The black art of colour mixing" by yours truly. These will take place in the 
auditorium from 11:00am. 

The museum is open from 08:00 for setting up (hopefully the Swordfish restaurant is open for butties) and 
open to the public from 10:00. I aim to arrive there at around 09:00. I have Gary J, Paul A, Vic, Simon and 
myself as attending: please let me know if others are coming (particularly if you want space on the club 
table). Phil will also be there with the F-4 Phantom SIG. 

North Surrey MMC. 
Are holding their annual show at the Thomas Wall Centre, Benhill Avenue, Sutton, on Saturday, October 
21. Kevin from NSMMC says “Lots of traders and bacon rolls”. 

Bognor Regis Show. 
Is being held by the Bognor Regis Military Modelling and Wargaming Society at West Meads Community 
Centre, Bognor Regis, Sussex on Saturday 28 October, from 10:30am. Adults 0.50p, under 14's free.  

Airbrush Model Painting Course. 
Our course, run by Robin Carpenter from Cammett, is all set for Sunday October 29th at the Montfort 
Community Hall from 10:00 until 16:00. Please can you bring your £20 for the course with you for giving to 
Robin. If you can also bring along a little food or drink contribution to the lunchtime buffet that would be 
appreciated too. 

Royal British Legion. 
Would anyone be interested in us putting on a model display at Romsey’s Royal British Legion on Armistice 
Day, Saturday 11 Nov or Remembrance Sunday 12 Nov as part of the festival of remembrance? It is just a 
thought and I have not spoken to anyone there at the moment. 
You may recall at the time of looking for a new club house how interested they were in what we do. They 
have a dance floor area that would be suitable for the model tables and this happens to be in the bar / saloon 
area: so plenty of food & drink! If it is something you would like to do, please let me know and I’ll see what 
can be done. 

IPMS Scale Modelworld 2006. 
The IPMS annual show is being held at the Telford International Centre, on Saturday, November 18 and 
Sunday November 19. 
Open Saturday from 10.am to 6.00pm and Sunday from 10.00am to 4.00pm (IPMS members’ admission 
from 9.00am) Expect the usual 100 or so traders and 60 or so club displays including some from overseas. 
Ticket prices are:- 
a) Adults £9.00 for one day. 
b) Senior Citizens and Concessions £6.00 for one day. 



c) Children under 16 one day £4.00 
d) Family Ticket (two adults and up to two children) £18.00 
Advance tickets may be purchased from the Treasurer, 77 Sutherland Avenue, Petts Wood, Kent BR5 1QY. 
These tickets will not gain you early entrance but will save you a lot of queuing. Cheques only please made 
payable to IPMS UK and for one day tickets please state the day you will be visiting the show as tickets are 
colour coded. 
IPMS Members free. (For details of how to obtain advance passes to save a lot of queuing see the notice in 
the Magazine.) 

Bugle Call 2006. 
This BMSS show is being held at The Pavilion, North Parade Road, Bath from 10:00am on Sunday, 
November 26 and Romsey Modellers have two tables at the event. Please see me if  you would like further 
details. 

What the papers say…… 

The Aeroplane. 
 
DATABASE: de Havilland Tiger Moth  
The 75th birthday of the Tiger Moth: genesis and development of one of the most well-known 
biplanes. Includes scale drawings by Tim Hall and cutaway drawing by Mike Badrocke.  
Gardermoen's Ju 88: recovery and restoration of two Junkers Ju 88s in Norway.  
Taranto: The Last Aircrew Survivor. Capt Alan Sutton, last surviving aircrew member of the Fleet Air Arm's 
audacious Fairey Swordfish raid on the Italian Fleet at Taranto in 1940.  
AEROPLANE EXPLAINS: The principles of lateral stability.   
Queen's Colours: pre-war colour slides of de Havilland Queen Bee L7729.  
Canadian Wings: the development of Canadian air transport.  
From Obscurity to OBE: the career of John Francis, manager of the RAF Museum Cosford.  
Caterpillar Cub: unorthodox all-terrain undercarriage designed by an Italian count in 1950.  
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight: maintaining a tribute to the RAF.  
The Bristol Fighter — World War One's Mosquito?  

Air Modeller 
 
F-18A Hornet - The second part of Diego Quijano’s feature. 
Phooning Around - The Editor begins a two part article on 
MDC’s 1:32nd scale Typhoon 
Gutless Cutlass - Part one of Ricardo Rodriguez’s project based on the Fujimi 1:72nd kit 
The Navy’s Sword - The Cutlass - the history of the Cutlass over its short service history 
L-39 Albatros - Zdenek Sebesta builds the small scale Eduard kit 
Air Born - New releases 
One More Mustang - Tamiya’s 1:48th scale P-51 Mustang built by Alex Sánchez 
 
 

Figure International. 
MARSHALL 'ROOSTER' COGBURN: By David Rodríguez & Julio Cabos: Andrea Miniatures. 54 mm. 
GENERAL CHARLES LASALLE: By Julio Cabos: White Models. 90 mm. 
DEREK HANSEN: History of Miniatures. 
DRUMMER OF THE IMPERIAL GUARD: By Ivo Preda: Scratch Build. 54mm. 
KNIGHT HOSPITALLER: By Alfonso Giraldes: Romeo Models. 54mm. 

Fine Scale Modeler. 
November 2006. 
 
COVER STORY: D-day Spitfire By Jeff Herne 
SHOWCASE: Frank Hekmling's superdetailed Tiger 1; Dan Jayne's look into the Dr.1; 
Christian Jakl's Do 335 diorama. 
AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: "Top Gun" + 20 By Darren Roberts; Dressing up 
Trimaster/Dragon's Ta 152H-O By Francisco Carlos Alfaro; Building and painting an F-
15B Eagle By Juan Jose Dominquez Calvo. 



International Color & Camouflage Series: Falcon Colors By Paul Boyer 
Profile: The modeling life of Stephen "Cookie" Sewell  
ARMOR HOW-TO: Sure-fire Sherman By Liejon Schoot 
Workbench Reviews: SBD-1/2 Dauntless; French battle tank B1 bis; Regia Aeronautical Macchi 
C.202; Australian Centurian Mk.5/1; Heinkel He 162A-2; British Cromwell Mk.IV; Vickers Viscount 

Military In Scale. 
November 06, published 12 Oct. 
 
AIRCRAFT 
RAM WITH A RASH: new 1/48 model, the attractive, Italian Re2001 
FLANKER FILES Trumpeter’s Flanker: undercarriage. 
ARMOUR 
UP-GUNNED 8 RAD: Dragon’s latest 1/35 German super kit, the Sd.Kfz. 234/4 
ONE, TWO, THREE… Tamiya’s 1/48 Panzer III in-depth feature 
WHY WAIT FOR THE RESIN convert Revell’s Cromwell into an AA vehicle and a spectacular bulldozer 
FEATURES 
CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS options for Academy’s 1/48 Super Stallion 
SUPER STALLION the story of the spectacular CH-53E with some detailed photographs. 

Model Airplane international 
Oct 06, published 28 Sept. 
 
• Kwik Build: Italeri 1:72 Fiat CR.42 by Libor Jekl & CMR 1:72 Wyvern TF.1 by Piotr Dmitruk 
• Rata-Tat-Tat Eduard’s 1:48 I-16 by Andy Ieronymides 
• Wocka-Wocka James Campling builds Trumpeter’s 1:35 CH-47A 
• Bristol’s Beau The Special Hobby 1:72 Beaufort by Rev. John McIllmurray 
• Fiat CR.32 Richard J. Caruana takes a look at one of Italy’s last biplane fighters 
•Cat’s Tale John ‘Tigger’ Wilkes puts Fisher’s 1:32 Cougar on a carrier! 

Model Aircraft Monthly. 
Vol 5, Iss 10, October 06, on sale 30 Sept, £3.25. 
 
RAF Thunderbolts: The P-47 in Royal Air Force Service by Tony O'Toole 
Modelling 1/32 and 1/48 scale P-47 Thunderbolts in South East Asia Command service 
'A Nice Pair of Big Jugs!' by Neil Robinson 
Revell's 1/32 scale P-47D 'Razorback' and 'Bubbletop' kits built as an early Mk I and a late Mk 
II serving in SEAC 
More RAF Thunderbolts by Tony O'Toole 
Builds a selection of1/48 Jugs! 

 
Suez Crisis Part 1 The Sinai Campaign: Ray Ball begins our two-part look at the Suez Campaign by relating 
the Israeli operations in 'Operation Kadesh' and models a selection of IDF/AF aircraft used in the operation 
Westland's first Wessex Patrick Boniface describes one of the first 'limousines' of the air 
Short But Deadly Randy Lutz builds the Accurate Miniatures 1/48 Douglas SBD-5 Dauntless 
J E Johnson's EN398 Neil Robinson models 'Johnnie' Johnson's famous personalised Spitfire Mk IXc, 
EN398 
Spitfire Gate Guardian by Martin Garrett For the 70th Anniversary of the Spitfire's first flight, Martin models 
Mk Vb EP120, with a little difference! 
90 Years of 'Loyalty' Kev Baxter offers a photographic 'walk-around' of No 33 Squadron's 90th Anniversary 
scheme 
2006 IPMS USA by Steve Palmer Report from Kansas. 
Fold-out Scale Plans by Len Whalley Westland Wessex and Hawker Sea Fury -  4 pages in 1/48 



Model Military International. 
Issue 7 - published on 5th October 2006 
• PREVIEW Paul Egerton takes a peek at the all new 1:48 Chinnok from Italeri 
• FALL WEISS Fraser Grey builds the Italeri Sd.Kfz 232 6-rad 
• S.E.A CENT AFV Club’s Centurion Mk5/1, as used by the RAAC in Vietnam 
• FULL SIZED CENT walk around of the full sized Centurion 
• ROAD STOP update of Tamiya’s early Panther G with scheme based on a well-known photo 
• GOING DIGITAL Full size photo reference on the US Army’s latest camouflage uniform 
• RUSSIAN BEAUTY MiniArt’s diminutive T-70 light tank put into a simple setting 
• M4A4 PREVIEW Keith Goldsworthy checks out Resicast’s latest full resin Sherman 
• COVER STORY Tech Guide: how to make cheap, simple and very realistic tarpaulins 

Scale Aviation Modeller International. 
Vol 12, Iss 10, Oct 06, on sale 30 Sept, £3.80. 

Nakajima Ki-84 1/32 Hasegawa & 1/48 Fujimi by Tony Gloster and Mike Hyrons 
Mike revives Fujimi's elderly but excellent 1/48 scale Nakajima Ki-84 Hayate, while Tony Gloster does a 
Quick Build of Hasegawa's 1/32 scale kit, with colour action and profile art by Jerry Boucher 
Lancaster B.II & GR.3 1/72 Hasegawa + Paragon resin by Len Thomson 
Builds a brace of Hasegawa Lancasters in unfamiliar guises.  
Colour profile artwork by Jerry Boucher and scale plans by Len Whalley 
Lancastrian 1/72 Airfix + Magna resin by Andy Hazell 
Using Magna Models' conversion set, Andy turns Airfix's Lancaster into a Lancastrian 
Hunter F.6 1/32 Revell by David Francis 
Exclusive first build: First in an occasional series featuring 1/32 scale models of aircraft from the Hawker 
Aircraft Company 
Show Report by Steve Palmer US Nationals, Kansas City 
Review Special 1/48 Trumpeter Wellington Mk IC by Angelo Picardo 

Scale Aircraft Modelling. 
 
Aircraft in Profile: The ‘Thunderbirds’ second part of US military aerobatic teams series with 
a history of the USAF ‘Thunderbirds’ with the first of a two-part colour artwork feature. 
Martlet and Wildcat: A trio of FAA fighters in 1:72 scale pair of Martlets and a Wildcat from 
Hasegawa kits. 
Modelling Masterclass: Part 13: Wing fold reference back-to-basics look at scale aircraft modelling 
SAM plans: Airco DH.10 Peter Green draws 1:48 scale plans 
The modeller’s painting guide – Part 2 Robin Carpenter describes the equipment available for airbrushing 
Cracking Concorde: Taking on the Airfix kit in 1:72 scale fit problems left many modellers frustrated. 

Fighters over Suez: 50th anniversary of the Suez Crisis artwork feature. 

November issue:  
Aircraft in Profile: the North American X-15, still the world’s fastest aircraft 
Plus: 1:48 scale Airfix Hawk in the first of two articles; RAF Update column: ‘Thunderbirds’ artwork 
features. 

Tamiya Model Magazine International. 
Oct 06, Issue 133. 
The People’s Fighter Pt 2: the completed Volksjager. 
KIT PREVIEW: Tamiya 1:24 Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren (gorgeous!), Perfect Scale Modellbau 1:35 
Unimog S.404, Tamiya 1:48 Kig Tiger. 
A New Star is Born!! Ayrton Senna’s racing Toleman in 1:20 by Model Factory Hiro. 
If it moves, put a PAK 40 on it! AFV Club’s 1:35 Sd.kfz251/22 with PaK 40 
On track with Dremel: a visit to Silverstone for an F1 promotion. 



Quotes From The Edinburgh Festival – Part 2. 
Thanks again to Simon for sending me these gems from the festival. Here is the other half of them….. 
 
Got a phone call today to do a gig at a fire station. Went along. Turned out it was a bloody hoax.  
Adrian Poynton at the Pleasance  
Employee of the month is a good example of how somebody can be both a winner and a loser at the same 
time.  
Demetri Martin at the Assembly Rooms  
A dog goes into a hardware store and says: "I'd like a job please". The hardware store owner says: "We don't 
hire dogs, why don't you go join the circus?" The dog replies: "What would the circus want with a plumber".  
Steven Alan Green at C34  
Hey - you want to feel really handsome? Go shopping at Asda.  
Brendon Burns at the Pleasance  
I went out with an Irish Catholic. Very frustrating. You can take the Girl out of Cork...  
Markus Birdman at the Pod Deco 
It's easy to distract fat people. It's a piece of cake.  
Chris Addison at the Pleasance  
I enjoy using the comedy technique of self-deprecation - but I'm not very good at it.  
Arnold Brown at The Stand  
If you're being chased by a police dog, try not to go through a tunnel, then on to a little seesaw, then jump 
through a hoop of fire. They're trained for that.  
Milton Jones at the Underbelly  

Reference Photographs. 
Each year the club members contribute material towards a reference CD that we give out at the Christmas 
meeting. If any of you have reference material to share with other club members, please pass it to me during 
November’s club meeting. The sort of thing I have in mind are photographs taken of aircraft, AFV’s, uniforms, 
etc at museums, re-enactments, etc. Preference will be given to information already in digital form, although I 
can scan in images from slides, magazines, books or prints. Many thanks. 

“Just Add Imagination” 
Paul Adams has an update regarding the new model shop in Botley…  
Just Add Imagination, 
Quality Toys and Models 
4 The Square, Botley 
Tel: 01489 781177 
www.justaddimagination.co.uk 

You will recall my short piece on Just Add Imagination (JAI) last month, the new model shop in Botley. I 
decided last week to pop in and purchase some paint and while there took the opportunity to have a chat 
with Malcolm and Brenda. The kit side of the business is doing very well and Malcolm looks set to expand 
the range further. Since my last visit he has already taken more space for kits away from diecast and told me 
he is waiting on a delivery of kits from Trumpeter and AFV. He also now has a healthy stock of 1/76th armour 
from Dragon. Malcolm also informed me that Tamiya's UK distributor, The Hobby Company has been 
pressurising Tamiya into reducing the price of kits for the UK market, partly in response to the ground 
breaking new 1/35th kits from Dragon. Tamiya have duly reduced their UK kits prices by 20%.  I checked a 
few kits to see a 1/35th Famo at £40, a 1/35th Challenger at £27, a 1/48th F-117A Nighthawk at £29 and 
Tamiya's new Yamaha 1/12th at £23. Not bad.  

JAI should do well judging by the prices offered by their competition. I went to Hobbycraft the following 
day.They have the most expensive Tamiya kit range I've ever seen! The same 1/35th desertised Challenger 
II kit was at £38.99, and a 1/24th Ferrari Enzo ( with carbon decals) at £42.99 (!!)  I left with one small tin of 
Humbrol.... 

Website of the month: www.Hiroboy.com 
And also from Paul, news of a website that will be of interest to all modellers…… 

Over the last few months I have been buying one or two bits from a new UK online seller, Steve Hemming. 
Steve has filled a large gap in the UK automotive marrket by stocking many popular brands from Japan 
including several aftermarket companies previously only available direct. In addition (and of interest to you 
dear reader) Steve also stocks many finishing products like hobby primers (including Gunze), sanding sticks, 
weathering powders, brushes, Tamiya enamel colours, small tools, airbrushes and accessories for the 



airbrushers amongst you. I recently purchased 20 paint pippets for £3.20 and some handy 30ml measuring 
cups for 25p each. Steve also offers a new paint range from Zero, based on automotive paint  These paints 
are aimed at the hard to match car and bike colours which so often prevent me from building a particular kit.. 
My in progress Yamaha M1 was painted with Zero M1 Blue mixed by him which I think matches the actual 
bike perfectly. Since then I ask Steve to mix an early Repsol torquise blue for a 1998 bike I'm planning. 5 
days later in post was a 30ml bottle of same, all for £4.00 

Steve's shipping is very quick, complete with regular email updates to inform you of your order status. The 
prices are extremley good, particularly his kits. So if your surfing, it's worth taking a look.  

Survey from the British Toy & Hobby Association. 
I saw in last month’s Tamiya Magazine that the BTHA are carrying out a survey of model clubs regarding “young people 
and model making”. I obtained details and circulated some of the questions to the club members by email. Many thanks 
to all of you that responded: they were very thought provoking and I have posted some of them here and will put others 
in future issues. Let me know what you think. To start with, here is the reply that Keith sent to me……… 

MODELLING IS RUN BY MIDDLE AGED PEOPLE FOR MIDDLE AGED PEOPLE. I'll explain. 

If we go back to the heyday of modelling in the sixties and seventies, modelling was top of the things to do 
for kids. But now they have so much more to entertain themselves with. If you have more things to do but the 
same number of people, there's bound to be a thinning out of participants. 

If we look at the nature of modelling all those years ago, it was different. There wasn't all the magazines and 
stuff like there is now. Models were made by dads for display, but kids made them with or without paint to 
play with. That initial introduction to modelling, the 'play with it' stage is missing. Take for example someone 
getting interested in modelling for the first time; now, if they haven't got a father, brother or aunt already 
modelling, where do they go? A model show perhaps or buy some magazines. And what message do you 
get from these? Well, in my opinion the message is this: You must buy the newest, most expensive kit (old 
and or cheap equal no good), you must use an air brush, buy detailing sets and spend hours researching the 
real thing. That's what middle aged people do, not kids. So, how on earth do we as a group expect to interest 
kids in that? Model making has become a niche activity, creating (in the simplest of terms) ornaments, not 
toys. 

I think Airfix and Revell with their starter and gift sets also realised this. Producing some of their older (and 
newer) models with a limited number of paints, brush and glue included. But what did the modelling press 
do? They crucified them as rubbish, not worth buying. They were reviewed completely out of context. 

So to summarise: model making is no longer about kids making toys; it's older people making ornaments. 
And that, in my opinion, is why younger people don't come into modelling; they're expected to start middle 
aged.  

I've just had an idea, with the club young whirlwind in mind, and this is straight off the top of my head. What 
about a club class competition for one of the quarterly comps? Everybody who enters makes the same 
simple cheap kit, with a limited number of paints (to be specified) and a paint brush. No airbrushes, no detail 
sets. A sort of 'what's in the box' and that's it. Anyway, it's just an idea. Might need refining, whilst keeping it 
simple, or scrapping. 

“what do you see are the benefits of model making to you as modellers” 

“I enjoy learning about the vehicles used in recent history be they planes or tanks” 

“Gives me an interest outside work and the normal pressures of everyday life. Encourages me to learn things 
(through researching subjects) and also, through the club, gives me a social outlet”. 

“it gives me an interest outside of work, it is a challenging hobby as there are always areas for improvement 
(I don't believe I will ever make the perfect kit, but I intend to keep aiming for it)”. 

“keeping history alive: building a model from say ww2 to today helps keep history alive”. 

“The main benefit I get from modelling is a great sense of achievement when I finish a model and see other 
modellers enjoying my efforts”. 

“what do you see are the benefits of model making to a youngster who might be considering taking 
up model making”. 

“I like to be creative with my hands, to make things”. 

“Helps instil self discipline, organisational skills, spatial awareness and produces three dimensional, tangible 
results unlike computer games, for instance. 



“It is better than watching tv (but not quite as good as going out and playing sport), it improves eye hand co-
ordination and finger dexterity, it teaches kids to read and follow plans, it teaches kids to see a project 
through, it introduces kids to areas that may not be touched on by the school curriculum”. 

“The benefits for youngsters are that they find their fingers quicker and teaches them to understand technical 
drawing at an early age”. 

“the pride of making something by his or her own hands”. 

“great sense of achievement when finishing a model and see others admiring your efforts. This I think is what 
would happen when a someone new first makes a model be they young or old”. 

“What do you think influences young people in becoming involved with model making?” 

“Parental must be a big one. Peers may also be influential if they have an interest in the hobby or in cars, 
planes, ships etc. Certainly I picked up the hobby from my dad and <my son> has from me”. 

“Parental encouragement has to (in my opinion) play a large role, other possibilities are seeing kits in Toys-
R-Us”. 

“Parents will usually be encouraging to have their children do this hobby as it will keep them in for longer and 
save them hanging outside the odd convenience store”. 

“Parental encouragement is certainly a factor as well as involvement. Interest in the subject. If a child shows 
interest in Wallace and Grommit get the models and let them build them, they may graduate further to other 
film kits and or historical kits. Popular culture certainly has a hand here movies and TV programmes, children 
like to have a figure of their hero or their favourite vehicle. I think parents need to encourage their children 
away from the computer games and instead of learning skills with your thumbs total building skills and art 
through models would be more beneficial”. 

US: “The time spent with mum or dad is very important and the learning experience lasts for all time as they 
grow”. 

 “Youngsters do need some guidance from a parent or family friend when tackling their first model. They may 
not have the know-how to assemble a model and if they have brought a model because of the picture on the 
front they could have a nasty surprise when opening the box!” 

“What do you think are the factors that prevent young people from making models?” 

“It takes a while to make a model kit, there are more instant ways of entertaining yourself using consoles or 
computers”. 

“Peer pressure may certainly be one. The hobby is probably not considered "cool" by the majority. A lack of 
interest/encourageement from parents may also contribute. Budget I don't think is an issue as you can buy 
"entry level" kits at reasonable prices. Warhammer is an expensive but popular hobby”. 

“Peer pressure could play a role, I suspect parental concerns about health and safety aspects (the glues and 
paints), I have also found that parents often underestimate their kids abilities to build a model and so keep 
on putting off kit building as an option for a child as their child is 'not yet ready'”. 

“Peer pressures will discourage the younger generation from taking up the hobby as they will be seen as an 
anorak”. 

“I think the lack of parental involvement prevents children from wanting to make models. Also the lack of 
historical encouragment. Schools do not have the wherewithall to encouyrage model making because of 
targets that the government sets therefore art is on a three times every two weeks basis. often the use of 
building skills is ignored in favour of churning out drawing art and the like. Also history that is taught at school 
is not on subjects that children are familiar with. The First World war is concentrated on, while interesting and 
ground breaking with technology, it is a subject that is not well covered in model kits. Wolrd War 2 is as is the 
Viet Nam War. This would encourage children to add to their range of skills.  

Peer pressure doesn't help. In the new age of technology children prefer to use their Ipods or mobile phones 
and this creates pressure form those that have these things and making others that might like models feel 
inadequate or geeky.  

Cost is always a consideration. The days of the cheap kits have gone. Airfix always filled that void but their 
moulds are quite primitive now. Children are discerning as well. Also the more complex a kit the more 
advanced the skills need to be. Model companies try to sell their kits in all forms, snap tite, simple gluing etc. 
Cost will always be what a mum will look at. And as the child gets older it becomes the wives that looks at 
the budgets on models. 



“some say it’s a lost art (but as modellers we can help rebuild this art and teach our young ones the art and 
have it passed down thru time), plus peer pressure from other kids who just don’t understand the concept. 

“When they have their first kit to bash together it is not an instant fix like computer games and the like and 
not many football players would admit to be model makers. 

On The Workbench. 
Many thanks to Gary Jarman for the following contribution. Gary has a strong interest in the South African Air Force and 
this article describes a conversion he has completed to produce a model of one of their helicopters…….  

SAAF Puma SA330C. 

Gary converted the Airfix 1/72 Puma kit, number 03021. “This kit is an older 
version, Airfix have since re-released the kit with a new sand filter for the 
engine intakes. For scale information I used the plans from an old copy of 
Aviation News (September 1978). These seem to be an excellent set of 1/72 
scale plans, providing information on many of the Puma versions. Other 
books I used were Aircraft of the SAAF by Herman Potgieter, and 85 years of the SAAF by Winston Brent. 

Construction. 

Matching the kit against the Aviation News plans showed that the kit was a pretty accurate representation. 
Note that I am not that keen a modeller that I check that all rivets are correct and all panel lines present. And 
if a kit is few scale inches to long, short, or fat, then I tend to ignore that. The kit matched well against the 
plans except for a few small areas, some of which I ignored and some of which I addressed, and those I 
describe below. 

The construction of the kit is ‘from the box’ except for the changes listed below. 

I chose to build the kit with the doors closed, and so left a lot out of step 1 (building the cockpit and seating 
inside the cabin). I did the basic build, only adding some seat belts to the seats to give a bit of extra detail.  

My major work started on the fuselage. The kit has a raised ‘shoehorn’ on the fuselage in the front of each 
wheel bay. The photo on page 193 shows that the Puma I model did indeed have a raised area of the 
fuselage, but this ran from the wheel bay, and straight along the bottom of the fuselage, under the doors, and 
ending just before the start of the rear of the canopy. The Aviation News plans show both the Airfix 
‘shoehorn’ and the extended line I have just described so I’m guessing this was an optional extra based on 
the equipment provided on the helicopters. 

I cut the horn off the kit and then added 
some strips of plasticard to extend the 
bulge for the required length.  

Then I put putty on either side of the strip 
and filed it to give the appropriate 
rounded appearance. 

The next additions were two strips of plasticard in front of each door opening. 
One strip in line with the bottom of the sliding door and one just below the 
window that would be covered by the sliding door when in the open position.  

On the left hand side (if you’re standing at the back of the helicopter looking 
forward) both strips are continuous. However, on the right hand side, the 
bottom strip has a break in it where the fuel inlet is (see the photo above). 

Next on the agenda was the extra panel that the 
SAAF helicopters have behind the engine exhausts. 
These are not reflected on the Airfix kit, or in the 
Aviation News plans, however all photos of SAAF 
helicopters that I have seen do have these panels 
riveted on.  

 

The cargo doors. Airfix have constructed the kit so that you could build it with the doors able to slide open 
and closed. To do this they have ‘trays’ at the top and bottom of each door (parts 89 and 92, and 93 and 96), 
and the doors themselves have thinner portions at the top and bottom that would slot into those trays. 



The actual helicopters however, only have the one ‘tray’ at the top of each door from within which the door 
hangs. So, you need to leave out parts 92 and 96. Next is to remove the thinner strip from the bottom of the 
doors (parts 91 and 95), and then thin the doors out as they are too thick. Finally, the trays at the top (parts 
89 and 93) are too bulky and obvious on the kit. 
What I did was to glue them on and then file them as 
thin as I could get them. Next I put layers of putty on 
top of them and filed so that the fuselage seemed to 
continue seamlessly to the edge of each tray. 

The fuselage, with all of the above changes either complete, or in progress, looked like this. 

 

The next change that I made to the 
fuselage was the addition of two 
small square holes in the front of 
the panel that extends up halfway 
down the fuselage, just before the 
engine exhausts. 

Next you need to fill in the holes towards the rear of the boom 
where parts 103 and 102 would fit, as the aircraft in the book 
does not have these aerials. 

 

Putting the canopies on is a tricky business. The canopy 
comes in three parts: the front and two doors. I put the front 
part on first (part 77), and after leaving it to dry for a day, I 
then had to cover it with tape and then file the plastic of the 
fuselage so that I got a seamless line from fuselage to 
canopy (on the one side I had to file the fuselage down by 
almost 1 and a half mm’s). You do need to do a lot of dry 
fitting and experimentation in order to ensure the best fit for 
this part. Next I put the doors in. These fit pretty well. 

When putting the steps on at the cargo door openings (parts 
105 and 106) there are some changes need making. The kit 
parts are too angular at the outside edges, you need to file 
the corners to make them look rounder. 

The kit provides the supports that extend from the side of 
the fuselage. You need to add extra struts going from the 
inside of the step to the underside of the fuselage. I used 
stretched sprue for this. 

The only aerials that a SAAF SA330C has are parts 107 and 
104. Leave the other aerials off. 

Finally, the windows for the passenger area. In the kit these are provided as parts 90, 95,60, 61, 67 and 68. I 
left these off and used Humbrol Clear Fix instead. This gives a much nicer finish, however care must be 
taken when applying the fix as it is possible to introduce bubbles. If you do, let it dry a little (not completely) 
and then remove it and try again. It is possible to remove the fix once it’s dried, but it a lot more difficult than 
when wet. 



Colour scheme and decals. 

After masking the canopy, I airbrushed it with Humbrol 29 (dark earth). Then I used rolled up blue tack and 
masking tape to outline the areas that were to be olive drab (Humbrol 30) and then I airbrushed the olive 
drab. This was followed by a coat of gloss varnish onto which I applied the decals. I used the SAAF decal 
sheet available from the www.aviationshop.co.za. SAAF SA330Cs had the serial numbers 121 to 140 
inclusive. I opted for 126 purely because that’s what I had left from my decal sheet. Finally I put on a coat of 
Matt Varnish. 

Adrian Cowdry. 

Adrian, who was one of the club members at South Hants 
modelling club, left the club when he was lured by the 
bright city lights. I’m pleased to say that he contacted me 
the other day, having spoken with Dave Daines (another 
ex-SHMMS member) and he is still continuing with the 
hobby. And turning out some good models over a wide 
range of subjects. Adrian & Dave are both on the Update 
emailing list so they can keep in touch with modelling 
events in the South. 

Careless Website Names….. 
All of these are legitimate companies that didn’t spend quite enough time considering how their online names might 
appear and be misread. 
Experts exchange is a knowledge base where programmers can exchange advice and views at 
expertsexchange.com 
Need a therapist? Try Therapist finder at therapistfinder.com. 
The Italian arm of Powergen is powergenitalia.com 
The designers at Speed of Art await you at their wacky website speedofart.com. 

On The Workbench - II. 

HMS Triumph 1903 – Part 1. 
Combrig 1:700 resin model. 
 

Having enjoyed building Tamiya’s 1:700 scale kit of the USS 
Indianapolis heavy cruiser of WW2, I thought I would try my hand 
at a resin kit of a pre-Dreadnought battleship. The series of kits by 
the Russian company Combrig are well detailed, beautifully cast 
and good value for money. This one cost around £16. They can be 
obtained from White Ensign Models www.whiteensignmodels.com. You get a small amount of photoetch with 
the kit, but I also obtained set PE 757 WEM 1/700 HMS Tiger to provide hand rails and other details: this 
cost £8.00. 

The main source of reference is a wonderful book by R A Burt which is out of print now, and fetches high 
prices on the book market. Fortunately, the County Library at Gosport holds a copy of this, along with many 
other treasures, some of which can be obtained for loan. You will also find some good photos of the ship on 
Ariga’s website www.warship.get.net.pl. 

Figure 2: kit contents contained within handmade box.       Figure 3. Main source of reference, courtesy  
of the Hampshire County Library loan service.         

Figure 1. The completed kit!  
No, only joking. Incidentally, I think 
It has been printed mirror-imaged.   



Construction started by removing many of the detailed parts from a thin carrier film of resin. I first separated 
the parts with a knife and then rubbed the base on fine wet-and-dry (used wet) paper, checking to make sure 
a uniform amount is removed all round, until the film was removed. Very delicate work! I then did some dry 
fitting and found that a hole in the deck for the forward funnel did not line up with the corresponding hole in 
the hull. To be honest, I had been warned about this by a ship modeller I was chatting to at one of the 
Yeovilton shows! Reference to the scale drawings in “Burt” showed the hull to have the fault, so the hole was 
filled with Milliput and, once cured, a new hole was drilled in using a pillar drill. Whilst I was at it, I also drilled 
holes beneath the turret positions for hidden screws to fix the ship to a base and a pair in the after deck 
house so I could have ladders going down from the deck above. I went slightly out of position with one of 
these and broke through the side wall: but the 
damage was minor and easily repaired using 
epoxy putty. The portholes were cleaned up using 
a drill held in a pin vice and a couple of 
photoetched doors added to the rear deckhouse. 
The four apertures for the 7.5” guns were painted 
dark grey before they were covered by the deck, 
bonded into place using cyanoacrylate adhesive 
with gaps fore & aft filled with a little epoxy putty. 

The first major bit of detailing work was the addition of shelves for the torpedo nets. These were added from 
thin plasticard.  

The next step was to add the net spars from brass rod. The position of each was marked onto the shelves by 
scaling from the plan in Burt. If you find (like I did) that there is too large a gap between the third and fourth 
spar, that may be because you didn’t account for the gap in the plan at the spine of the book! Don’t laugh, it’s 
embarrassing!  The spar lengths (17mm) were the same apart from the first two pairs (20 mm). The spars 
were attached using PVA glue, which allows time for repositioning. If you make a mistake, wait for the glue to 
set (a minute or two), remove the part, clean away the glue and try again. Follow up with thin cyano once 
everything is where it should be. 

The addition of walkways over the battery section amidships is as far as I’ve got right now. Adding railings to 
these has been one of the fiddliest things I’ve done and I am none too happy with the results. Just as well 
that I don’t have a “swear box” or I’d be skint by now. Especially when I dropped the model the other day. 
That 1:48 scale Dassault Rafale aircraft does look rather tempting…… 

Next Meeting:    November 15  
Remember to bring your entries for this year’s annual competition and any contributions you have to 
the reference CD-ROM. 
 
Happy Modelling!  
 
Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com or patrick.camp@jet.uk 

Figure 4. Holes drilled in aft deckhouse for ladder access.       

Figure 5. Torpedo net shelves – I) hull shape marked onto thin plasticard, ii) card cut out wider  
than needed, iii) attached to hull using cyano and, when dried, iv) sanded to uniform width.            

Figure 6. Spars for the torpedo 
nets cut from brass wire. The 
stem of a drill in a pin vice was 
used as a cutting guide.          

Figure 7. The kit lacks a bow crest. The size and 
shape was marked onto some Tamiya tape. Epoxy 
putty was rolled out and cut to size before attaching 
to the hull and sculpted to shape.       


