
 

 

 

 November  06. 

Annual Competition Night! 

There are a number of categories for you to enter your models into this year’s Annual Competition. You can 
enter any model that has not previously been placed 1

st
, 2

nd
 or 3

rd
 in this competition. If we are short of 

entries in any one category, we may merge it with another: this is more likely if the category has a scale split. 
 

So please, don’t be bashful, enter your models and join in the fun! 
 

1 AIRCRAFT: 1/72 and below. 

2 AIRCRAFT: Above 1/72 

3 MILITARY VEHICLES: 1/72 and below. 

4 MILITARY VEHICLES: Above 1/72. 

5 SHIPS: any scale. 

6 FIGURES: 80mm and below. 

7 FIGURES: Above 80mm. 

8 CIVILIAN VEHICLES: 1/20 and below. 

9 CIVILIAN VEHICLES: Above 1/20. 

10 DIORAMAS. 

11 PHOTOGRAPHIC. 

Competition Categories. 

12 MISCELLANEOUS. 

 

You will be asked to complete an entry slip for each model. Please fill in the details and then put your name 
on the back. Leave the entry slips on the table for me to collect at the end of the night. 
Once all the entries are in place and labelled up, club members can then vote for their first, second and third 
choices in each category. Please do not vote on any of your own entries, but you can vote on others in that 
subject category. When you have finished voting, add your name to the reverse of the voting slip and pass it 
to me. 

Awards will be made at the December meeting, so please bring your models back for then. Everyone present 
at that meeting, to which friends and family are cordially invited, will then vote for their favourite, which will be 
awarded the coveted John Cox memorial trophy for “Best In Show”. 

It is a competition for fun and the more that enter the better it is for everyone! December’s meeting will also 
have a “bring and buy”, raffle and a buffet. 

Last Month’s “Test Trout” Competition. 

Congratulations to Richard Stewart for gaining first place for his USS Enterprise 1944, Richard Parkhurst for 
second place with his Grumman F6-F5 Hellcat II and Highly Distinguished for his Grumman F-4 Wildcat 
(Martlet IV) and Luke Hayes for his “Tom & Jerry – Tiger DAK”. The scores were very close and the decision 
between first and second places had to be decided by the club secretary. 

Reference CD-ROM. 

Please can you let me have your contributions to this year’s club “Reference CD-ROM” so I can get the discs 
made up for handing out at next month’s meeting. 

 



Idea for a club model competition? 

Paul G contacted me about the new Hobbyboss range of kits……  

“I dont know if you have heard of hobbyboss kits? We had a sample brought into the shop today-I think these 
would be an ideal first kit as they are uniquely simple yet well detailed: sliding moulds I think. Also very 
cheap, they’re worth a look if you haven’t already”! 
 
I saw some samples of the Hobbyboss kits for myself at the Portsmouth club: 
I thought they were pretty good quality and amazing value for money, at a 
mere £3.59. The fuselage and wings are solid mouldings. Which makes me 
think these would be ideal for a club competition: so how about we change 
April’s Test Trout theme to “Hobbyboss”? This is very much in line with Keith’s 
idea that we all build the same cheap, simple kit “out of the box”. The only 
change I would make to his criteria is that we should encourage airbrushing 
rather than ban it, after all, we’ve all been trained how to do it now! I have 
listed the current range above. Should we all build the same kit or do you all 
want to choose differently? Vic has purchased the Bf109E and will have it 
along at club night, so do please take a look and let me know what you think 
of the idea. 
If you choose tonight, I’ll order them so we can have them in time for the 
Xmas meeting and try to find some suitable reference material to slap on the club CD-ROM for extra interest! 

Events over the past month. 

Junior Model Show. 

Gary J, Vic, Simon and I manned the club stand at this year’s Junior Model Show. We gave two talks in their 
very nice auditorium and, although the audiences were small, they were well received. My compliments to 
Gary for his thorough preparation and to overcoming his stage fright! 

Curtiss P-40B/C  
Hawk 81      

Supermarine  
Spitfire Mk. Vb      

Supermarine  
Spitfire Mk. Vb Trop     

Supermarine  
Spitfire Mk. Vb Trop  
with Aboukir Filter     

Hawker  
Hurricane Mk. II      

Hawker  
Hurricane Mk. II Trop     

Vought  
F4U-1 Corsair     

Vought  
F4U-4 Corsair     

Grumman  
F4F-3 Wildcat     

Grumman  
F4F-4 Wildcat      

Grumman  
FM-1 Wildcat     

Grumman  
FM-2 Wildcat     

Messerschmitt  
Bf109G-2     

Messerschmitt  
Bf109G-2 Trop     

Messerschmitt  
Bf109G-6 (Early)    

Messerschmitt  
Bf109G-6 (Late)     

Messerschmitt  
Bf109G-10      

Focke Wulf  
Fw190D-9      

Mikoyan-Gurevich  
MiG-3      

North American  
P-51D Mustang IV     

Curtiss  
P-40E Kittyhawk     

Curtiss  
P-40M Warhawk     

Curtiss  
P-40N Warhawk      

Messerschmitt  
Bf109E-3      

Messerschmitt  
Bf109E-4/7     

Yakovlev Yak-3     

Grumman  
F6F-3 Hellcat     

Republic  
P-47D Thunderbolt     

Grumman  
F6F-5 Hellcat      

Messerschmitt  
Bf109E-4 Trop      

“Is it true, Pat, that you put together 
a kit and didn’t change a thing?”

Cartoon adapted from ARC.



North Surrey MMC. 

Our roving reporter, Dus Adele, says “The North Surrey show was well supported by traders and a few clubs 
but didn't get that many people through the door. Some of the competition entries were good, though to be 
honest I spent most of my time chatting to people I hadn't seen for ages!” 

Bognor Regis Show. 

Ian Armstrong from the Bognor Regis club sent me the following report about their show held on 28 October…. 

"The Bognor Show 'Up in arms' went very well. The attendance was about the same as last year which was 
encouraging. The Wessex Wargamers attended as a Guest club and put on a 28mm Skirmish wargame 
depicting a commando raid on a German radar station, while The Sussex Massif put on a re-run of 
their "Bushwars" Rhodesian participation game. 
The display of models and dioramas belonging to club members was impressive and very heartening. 
One sees the model being built on club evenings but see them less often once complete”. 

Airbrush Model Painting Course. 

All of us found this an enjoyable and rewarding course. We had 17 club members attend and Robin taught 
us about compressors, pressure regulators, moisture traps and, of course, airbrushes. Lots of 
demonstrations and “hands on” exercises for us all to try. It seemes a lot of us had purchased equipment 
some time ago but never used it, or lacked fittings to go between the airbrush and compressor. Robin’s 
course and his stock of parts solved those problems. For those with more experience of airbrushing (all of us 
having learnt as we go along), it was good to get an understanding of the importance of paint viscosity, air 
pressure and spraying technique to obtain quality results, whether it be covering large areas or tiny nooks 
and crannies. Robin demonstrated the use of primers, acrylic paints and Alclad lacquers. His observations 
on troubleshooting were very useful and I put some of that knowledge to good use when trying to get the 
best out of my airbrush at home soon afterwards. Robin’s discount on purchases made during the course 
was also very popular, with some of us (including me) purchasing a complete airbrush and compressor kit 
and recouping the cost of the course in the process! 

Phil contacted me to say “I thought the course went very well, certainly from my point of view as someone 
who has used an airbrush before, but not for a long time. Perhaps we could consider having courses on 
other subjects in the future as this one seems to have been very well received”.  

Richard S says “Yes the course was very informative and I've come away with my book full of notes from the 
course. I found Robins course well planned with lots of opportunities for 'hands on' demonstrations. Robin 
has a natural teaching ability which aided the learning of the whole group, with the different levels of abilities 
in the group no-one was left out and Robin had time for every one. Working as a college lecturer, I'm used to 
sitting in on courses and assessing the lecturers in their course of work. If I were assessing Robins course 
then I would award his presentation a grade 1 (Well done). 

This was the first time that Robin has held the course at a club and he emailed me afterwards to say “A very 
BIG thank you, to you and all your members, for hosting the event on Sunday. I wasn't sure how things were 
going to go but I really enjoyed the session and hope all your club members did too.  After the success of the 
day, I was planning to do a flyer for the 
Nationals which we will give to all the clubs 
present to invite them to have a similar 
session. I've also got plans to do a couple of 
extra training courses, on etch brass and 
metallic finishes and wonder if, when the 
courses are ready, your members might be 
interested?” 

Please let me have your views on this and I’ll 
pass them back to Robin. If you have any 
comments to add about the course I would 
be pleased to hear them as I intend to write 
to one or two modelling magazines as a 
recommendation for other clubs to try. 

I hope those of you who purchased new toys 
from Robin are having fun with them!  

Thank you for coming to the course and for 
your contributions to the excellent buffet! 

Airbrushing Course at Romsey. Phil, Paul G and yours truly 
pictured having a go by Mark Knight.                 



Royal British Legion. 

Many thanks to Dave Henwood for arranging this. Lisa & Doug, Dave, Paul A, Vic and I put a Billiard table to 
another use for displaying models. There was a good deal of interest from youngsters, but very few of the 
veterans bothered to take a look which we found surprising and disappointing. Still, I guess you have to try 
these things, but there is really no point doing this again in the future. 

Forthcoming Events. 

We are coming to the “end of the season” so only a couple of events left this year that I am aware of…. 

IPMS Scale Modelworld 2006. 

The IPMS annual show is being held at the Telford International Centre, on Saturday, November 18 and 
Sunday November 19. 
Open Saturday from 10.am to 6.00pm and Sunday from 10.00am to 4.00pm (IPMS members’ admission 
from 9.00am) Expect the usual 100 or so traders and 60 or so club displays including some from overseas. 
Ticket prices are:- 
a) Adults £9.00 for one day. 
b) Senior Citizens and Concessions £6.00 for one day. 
c) Children under 16 one day £4.00 
d) Family Ticket (two adults and up to two children) £18.00 
Advance tickets may be purchased from the Treasurer, 77 Sutherland Avenue, Petts Wood, Kent BR5 1QY. 
These tickets will not gain you early entrance but will save you a lot of queuing. Cheques only please made 
payable to IPMS UK and for one day tickets please state the day you will be visiting the show as tickets are 
colour coded. 
IPMS Members free. (For details of how to obtain advance passes to save a lot of queuing see the notice in 
the Magazine.) 

Bugle Call 2006. 

This BMSS show is being held at The Pavilion, North Parade Road, Bath from 10:00am on Sunday, 
November 26 and Romsey Modellers have two tables at the event. Kevin Peart at Bath has sent me a floor 
layout so please see me if you would like to take a look at that or if you want any further details. 

What the papers say…… 

Many of the publishers have not updated their websites as yet, so only a few I can tell about this month…. 

The Aeroplane. 

Buchón: Flying the Pocket Rocket  
UK-based Spanish-built Messerschmitt Bf 109 and its pilots. 
DATABASE: Supermarine Swift  
includes a pilot's perspective by Gp Capt Nigel Walpole and scale drawings. 
Stratocruiser Down!  
Fifty years ago Pan Am Flight 943 suffered double engine failure over the Pacific. 
Testing the Pup  
Shuttleworth Collection post-refurbishment test-flying of the Sopwith Pup fighter.  
From Halton to the Cold War  
Career of Eric Mold, who rose from Halton apprentice to become an RCAF Starfighter pilot.  
Stearman's First  
Frank Mormillo reports from California on a gorgeous C3B biplane restoration.  
'The Office': A detailed look into the cockpit of Hawker's Typhoon Mk IB.  
A Smorgasbord of Historic Jets  
Lt Col Olle Norén surveys Sweden's vintage jets to mark the Swedish Air Force's 80th anniversary year. 

AFV Modeller 

November 06 
 
Initial Tiger 1 - Dinesh Ned gets to grip with the Dragon Kit 
Northern Alliance T55 - More interior design from Sam Dwyer as he builds the Afghan T55 
using the Tamiya Kit 
Seventies Seventy Six - Thirty years on Luciano Rodriguez returns to the Tamiya T34/76 to 
demonstrate that you don’t need photo etched brass to make a more convincing model 



The A34 Comet - a short lived history - Dick Taylor looks at the Comet with some interesting archive shots 
for anyone building the new Bronco Kit 

Fine Scale Modeler. 

December 06 
COVER STORY: Painting and weathering armor by Mike Kirchoff  
SHOWCASE: An inspired large-scale Fokker D.VII 
AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: Dive-bomber detail by Russell M. Field 
SHOWCASE: Glen Moreside''s Battle of the Bulge diorama by Matthew Usher 
Turning a hobby into a career by Amanda Bothe 
AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: Building a working Osprey by Corey Forde 
Paul Boyer''s model career 
AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: Painting Air Force One by Paul Boyer 
International Color & Camouflage Series: Falcon Colors by Paul Boyer 
Workbench Reviews: Wellington Mk.Ic, Panther G Late "Smart Kit", Ilyushin Il-86, Junkers Ju 88A-4, P-400 
Airacobra, Polikarpov I-16 Type 24, USS Nimitz CVN-68. 
History You Can Model: The battleship Bismarck 

Military In Scale. 

December issue, on sale 9 November. 
ARMOUR  
ALFRED'S TIGER: Gary Edmundson meets a WWII veteran and then goes on to build in 1/35 his mount, a 
well known Tiger I, using Dragon's stunning kit 
ACADEMIC'LEE SPEAKING... Steve Palffy takes on Academy's new 1/35 Lee kit, painting it in a very 
distinctive camouflage along the way... 
AIRCRAFT 
BUTCHER BIRD - THE STORY CONTINUES... A perpetually popular subject, the Fw190 has made a 
regular appearance in MIS over the years. This month, Francisco Carlos Soldán builds the A3 variant and 
offers up ideas for painting and weathering 
SIMPLE, QUICK AND EASY... We build a number of new kits from the attractive Hobby Boss range - the 
Hellcat, Wildcat, Corsair and '109. How easy..?! 
FLANKER FILES: Trumpeter's Flanker is a huge kit, of a huge aircraft. It's not perfect though and needs 
some remedial action to correct some errors - corrections made by 'Mr Flanker' himself, Ken Duffey, this time 
around... 
FEATURES 
TRAINSPOTTING: Mixing two loves, railways and armour, the Editor builds his biggest, most involved 
diorama to date, a WWII railway scene in 1/48 
TANK FEST 2006: John Norris remembers this year's showcase event from Bovington 
CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS: Mark Rolfe offers up ideas for builders of Hobby Boss' range of WWII 
fighters 
EURO MILITAIRE 2006. 

Model Airplane international 

Issue 17- published on 23rd November 2006 
• Schnellbomber Hasegawa¹s new 1:72 Junkers Ju 88A-4 built by Rev. John McIllmurray 
• Bell P-39/P-400 Airacobra by  Richard J. Caruana 
• Snake Bite Steve A. Evans tackles Hasegawa¹s new P-400 Airacobra 
• Mitsubishi¹s Masterpiece Nick Wigman updates the Tamiya 1:32 A6M5 with CMK and Eduard sets 
• Basketweave Bomber The editor concludes our look at the Trumpeter 1:48 Wellington with 
ideas on how to deal with the fabric effect, amongst others 

Scale Aircraft Modelling. 

 
Aircraft in Profile: Vickers Wellington 
The development of an often overlooked bomber that went on to fine careers as a maritime aircraft, trainer 
and transport, while David Howley provides colour artwork 
A Hawk made for one: Modelling Indonesia’s Hawk 200  
Michael Ullmann adds Neomega’s Hawk 200 conversion set to the 1:48 scale Airfix Hawk Mk 100 kit 
Modelling Masterclass: Part 14: Adding external details             
In the fourteenth installment of this important monthly series, Vic Scheuerman continues his back-to-basics 
look at scale aircraft modelling 



Classic Airframes 1:48 Canberra: Building the B.Mk 2 out of the box 
 Classic Airframes’ kit, showing how careful work can extract the most from a fine kit 
SAM plans: Vultee V-1A Peter Green draws 1:48 scale plans 
Aircraft in Profile: The ‘Thunderbirds’ Part 2 
In the final part of his ‘Thunderbirds’ artwork feature, the team’s T-38 and F-16 display aircraft, alongside its 
support types 
Building a ‘Bison’: Working through AModel’s unusual kit                                     
With a total of 370 pieces, including glass-fibre epoxy reinforced polyurethane resin airframe components 
and 27 frames of plastic parts, AModel’s 1:72 scale Myasishchev M-4/3M ‘Bison’ kit represents a serious 
challenge, as Keith Peckover found out 

Tamiya Model Magazine International. 

Dec 06, Issue 134. 
Pretty In Pink!: White Ensign Models’ 1:350 HMS Kelly. 
KIT PREVIEW: Tamiya 1:72 F4u-1 Corsair X2, Plus Models 1:35 Stoewer radio car, Eduard 1:48 FW190A-8, 
Revell 1:144 Type XXI U-Boat. 
I Want That One. Tamiya’s 1:48 VW Beetle and Luftwaffe ground equipment. 

Scale Auto Magazine. 

December 06. 
Build a 1966 Penske Corvettei: Classic racer from the Revell-Monogram kit  
Corvette: a brief kit history: Want to build a Vette? Plenty of affordable kits are still available 
Mid-Atlantic NNL Baltimore's best models on display 
Flame Gallery: Flame styles and how to paint them 
Rat Rods: the next generation: Proportions make the difference 
Improve an Impala: Adding springs, hinges, and more 
Hoosier Highlights Great models from the HMCA show in Indianapolis 
Kitbash a Power Wagon: How to build a 1966 Dodge light-duty brush truck 

Mike Silk. 

Richard Parkhurst contacted me with the sad news regarding Mike Silk from the Portsmouth club.…. 

It is with the deepest regret that I inform you of the death of Mike Silk last Sunday (29 October). He 
apparently suffered a heart attack at his home. He had been poorly for some time with heart problems but 
this has come as a shock to us all at the club. I have sent a card to his family on behalf of IPMS Portsmouth 
and will be attending the funeral on November 16

th
. 

Mike was the owner of Modeltoys in North End Portsmouth until his retirement a few years ago when he sold 
his stock and the shop and retired. Along with Dick Ward he was the business end behind the highly 
successful Modeldecal range of 1/72 decals over a period of some 20+ years. Just about everyone must 
have some of them if only for the excellent range of letters, numbers and titles that were found in the 120-
odd sheets they produced. Hannants now have the rights to print them and have updated and re-released 
some of the sheets. 
His modelling covered a wide range from the 1920's to the 1960's, always in 1/72 scale and his models were 
always of an exceptionally high standard and detail with much research into the subject modelled. 
He will be sorely missed by many in the modelling world. 

To Richard and all those who knew Mike, please accept the condolences from all of us at Romsey Modellers 
and our thoughts are with you. (Les has arranged to send flowers or make a donation on behalf of the club). 

Latest Airfix news…. 

Thank you to Simon for making me aware of this article on the BBC website……. 

Model train maker Hornby is to buy fellow UK collectibles business Airfix for £2.6m ($5m). 

Hornby will take control of the Airfix model kit company from administrators at 
Airfix's parent firm Humbrol. Humbrol went into administration in the summer, and 
the deal also includes the firm's paints and accessories business 

Hornby made the announcement as it unveiled a pre-tax profit of £1.4m for the six 
months to 30 September, down from £2.5m for the same time last year. “We are 
delighted to have acquired Airfix and Humbrol, both of which are iconic brands in 
the hobby market," said Hornby chief executive Frank Martin. “The strategic fit 
with Hornby is excellent." 



In 2005, the Airfix and Humbrol brands had combined sales of £6.5m. Grant Thornton, Humbrol's 
administrators, said the deal was in the best interest of the Airfix brand.  

This transaction provides the best opportunity to preserve and develop what is an iconic brand," said joint 
administrator Keith Hinds. 

Hornby said it will move the distribution, sales and marketing of Humbrol and Airfix to its own site in Kent, 
and outsource the manufacturing and assembly arm (speculation is that it will manufacture in China). 
Humbrol's existing plant in Hull closed when it went into administration with the loss of all jobs but a skeleton 
crew 

Sales at Hornby dipped to £17.9m in the six months to September, from £18.5m a year earlier. It put the fall 
down to the World Cup and the hot summer, which it said was "not conducive to indoor hobby activities”. 
(That’s good, nothing to do with lack of investment, poor quality, use of thirty or more year old moulds or stiff 
competition then!) 

Website of the month. 

Related to the airbrushing theme, I came across this on-line model paints guide that you may be interested 
in... http://www.rlm.at/cont/thema02_e.htm 

 

And also from Paul, news of a website that will be of interest to all modellers…… 

Dennetts. 

Simon and I had a conversation with Steve Moon and his family whilst we were manning the club stand at 
the Junior Modellers Show at Yeovilton. Steve’s company, Dennetts, are stockists of Swann-Morton scalpel 
handles and blades. Steve was asking modellers about how they used scalpels and what blade designs they 
would like to be able to obtain. 
I have often wanted to buy some of the small curved blades but they are not widely available and, when you 
do find them, have to be purchased in bulk at a high cost. So Steve’s company has been repackaging the 
bulk boxes into selection boxes and he very kindly sent me one, along with a stainless steel handle and 
device for safely removing worn blades. The pack he sent me was a No. 3 Blade Selection Pack (number 3 
being the size of the handle) and I have started using them: they are superb and will be really useful. I’ve 
offered to share them with Simon which is no burden at all. Simon says he prefers to use blades with dulled 
edges. So I’ll give him my used ones in the S-M blade remover box! 
I’ll have S-M brochures with me at the club evening and if you would like to group together and purchase 
packs to share between you let me know and I’ll make arrangements. Packs of 50 Blades ( polygrip bag ) are 
£4.30 and boxes of 100 Blades £8.50. These prices are for any Blade shape in the Swann-Morton Non 
Sterile Blade range. Dennetts will have their Website www.scalpelsandblades.co.uk on line at the beginning 
of December.  

Survey from the British Toy & Hobby Association. 

I received the following reply from the BTHA: “Thank you for taking the 
time to complete the recent questionnaire on 'Young people and model 
making'. Your input to the issues raised in the questionnaire was very 
much appreciated. 
I am currently analysing all the points raised by model clubs across the 
U.K. and in due course we will draw together the main points and 
suggestions.   
I am sorry to report that your club was not one of the winners in the prize 
draw but I am very grateful for your participation and assistance. 
 
 
Thank you once again. 
Yours sincerely 
Roland Earl 
Deputy Director General” 

I included replies to the first part of the survey in last month’s Update. I 
was intending to put the second part in this month’s, but there has been 
a lot of discussion about junior’s over the past month so I think I’ll hold 
off the survey until later. 



Juniors at Romsey Modellers.. 

Thank you for the many comments I’ve received from you about youngsters joining the club. Whilst there 
seemed to be a range of views at first, I think we are now converging to come up with a well considered 
policy. 
First of all, here are some of your comments…… 

“I would be quite happy to welcome young people, though we should possibly have a lower age limit of say 
12 to ensure some degree of responsibility. I remember when I was young (just) I was spending every last 
penny on modelling; it was my all consuming interest until I discovered girls! Unfortunately I never had the 
opportunity to learn from others and my skills didn’t develop (I’d give up and get back to modelling, then!) If I had 
more support I suspect I wouldn’t have stopped modelling for 25 years. 

I believe strongly that if a young person has an interest in developing a positive skill it ought to be 
encouraged. Of course getting younger people along in the Playstation age is a huge challenge so I doubt 
this is likely to be little more than an academic exercise!”  

“My two daughters have grown up with models around them, some of the models have suffered as a result. I 
have tried to educate them by getting them to build their own models and then letting them handle these so 
that they would learn how fragile they are, this has worked in part. At model shows that we attend together I 
am still having to watch them all the time because even at 7 & 8 years old the temptation is still there to 
reach out to touch something 'attractive'.  

Any new models that I build….when finished are put into a glass fronted display case!! That says it all. 

I think the suggestion of helping children at shows is a good one, I have been to too many shows with my 
children where their questions are ignored by the adults displaying their models, the best way to encourage 
young modellers is to answer any question however trivial, they remember”. 

“I think South Hants has a 16 and over policy (or it did when i joined). I suspect it is as much to do with the 
insurance as anything else?” 

”Rather a tough one really. I think I would only be inclined to accept young children in if their parent attended 
as well. The club could otherwise put itself in a bit of a position should anything happen to the child whilst 
attending. Maybe the way forwards is a school based club for the kids with someone attending on occasion 
to explain techniques etc.? Would probably have to be CRB checked as well”. 

“I've been giving your question at the last meeting, "do we want to encourage juniors to club meetings" or 
words to that effect, some thought. The conclusion I've come to is NO. There are a number of factors that 
have influenced my opinion. 

The silence of everyone present when you asked the question spoke volumes. Then there are the purely 
practical considerations. We meet quite late in the evening, and they (the kids) would probably need 
supervision and guidance during the evening, and I can't see some of the older members being too pleased 
if the place turned into a youth club. Not that I can see that happening. You only have to look at the number 
of kids, or lack of them, at the Yeovil show and that was aimed at getting kids through the door! I think 
carrying on as things are is OK, offering help and advice, as and when available, at shows etc.” 

“This is a bit of a double edge sword. I like the thought that the club encourages young members to attend, 
however like you I was wary of the young lad's tendency to wave his arms around, and way too much for my 
liking. I cannot imagine how the parent would have felt had someone's model been scattered across the floor 
accidentally. This is the same problem we experience at shows, particularly the Mountbatten show, where 
you find yourself on constant kiddi watch and in this environment, it's hard to relax. I know Dan is reluctant to 
go to this show for that exact reason. 

I am unsure how old our whirlwind was, but maybe an age restriction would be appropriate, say 12 years up? 
I do realise that whilst we don't get inundated with kids at the club, we need to have some 'policy' because I 
would feel nervous about bringing my latest effort along, as would other members, I'm sure”.  

“Over the years we have had a few youngsters coming to the club and Brian and I did our best to make them 
welcome and encourage their initial enthusiasm. None came to more than 3 or 4 meetings and we don't 
know why but I suspect it was the lacking of willing on the part of many of our members to participate in 
encouraging these young modellers. That said, the fact that most of us are 30+, and a few of more than 
twice that age, must be quite intimidating for a youngster of 10-15; many older people do have problems 
relating with the youngsters and as Keith points out, they do need to be supervised and kept in touch during 
their visit otherwise they rapidly get bored and won't make a return visit. 



The local ATC groups usually encourage modelling and I have been along to a couple of the meetings of one 
squadron in Cosham and talked to them about modelling and that can be a good way to promote and 
encourage the hobby and may lead to the older ones of the ATC squadron coming along to the model club.  

The whole issue is a difficult area to try and tackle and I certainly would not ban children but supervision 
(especially of the arm swingers!) is a must. Trying to get the members to participate may be easier said than 
done as I have found - there will always be a proportion of the club membership who just don't want to 
know”. 

“I think my views on this are similar to Keith's from the viewpoint of having hordes of youngsters taking over 
the place, but I think it's unlikely to happen. I believe that if there was sufficient interest, then it would be 
better to set up a junior modeller's evening, perhaps earlier in the evening before our "main event". I'm not 
sure there would be sufficient demand though, based on our experience to date. 

Ben started modelling quite young and, as a responsible parent (like the guy at Yeovilton I guess), I'd have 
been a bit miffed if Ben hadn't been made welcome. That was never the case when we first came along 
(admittedly, I think he was about 15 at the time and more in control of his limbs)”. 

“I totally agree to kids coming in as they have a habit of leaving a trail of destruction(!). I use my four year old 
son as a good example. We still need to get younger folk interested in this hobby to inspire plastic kit 
manufacturers to stay in business and not pack up and start making IPODS!!!!! 

I was in Haskins at the weekend and as you probably know they do have quite a stock of model kits available 
they also run demonstrations on different ‘crafty’ things. Now what about if we contacted them to run a plastic 
model making demonstration for the younger budding plastic modeller????” 

“I get nervous when my kids are around my models, and I know I can trust my kids, so I can understand that 
modellers get very, very nervous when there are kids near a model that they have spent many hard hours 
getting to a beautiful state of completion. By the same token though, I do not believe that attitudes like that 
are going to help get new kids to take up the hobby. So we need to find a middle path, and here's an 
alternative that maybe you would like to explore with the other club members? 

What if we were to keep the monthly meeting for adults only (most young kids should be in bed by 20:00 
anyway), but then to encourage kids we could try running a Saturday morning / afternoon workshop. We 
could send letters to all junior schools in the area explaining what we are doing, and asking them to put 
something in their weekly newsletters, speak to the Salisbury model shop people to ask them to advertise it, 
and then kids can come along on a specified Saturday for 2 hours”. 
 
So gauging from these responses there 
does not seem to be sufficient support 
for having youngsters along to club 
nights. I can't see us turning any of them 
away "on principle", but there is no 
desire to actively recruit them either. 
And, as has been mentioned, it is a bit 
late in the evening for them anyway. 
  
So that leaves special arrangements. We 
could either start the club night from 
7:00pm and have the first hour for juniors 
or do something at a weekend, either at 
the club house or elsewhere (Richard S 
mentions Hobbycraft as a possibility). However, important issues have been raised regarding insurance (or 
being held liable for accidents with modelling knives or what have you) and CRB checks. I don't know 
whether insisting on parents being present will absolve us on these issues. We might have to produce risk 
assessments, etc, if we do any "hands on modelling", especially in places such as Hobbycraft. 
I mentioned this to Gary J and he confirmed that he had to have a CRB check and the headmaster had to do 
a risk-assessment before he could start the after school club and he is not allowed to let the kids use the 
knife or sharp tools (scissors/clippers etc). 
Whilst I personally think that model making is one of the most beneficial hobbies there can be for youngsters, 
my views on what we can do as a club to encourage them into the hobby have changed as a result of the 
discussions we have had on this topic. There seem to be many disincentives for us going out of our way to 
help and I would worry about something going wrong and someone getting injured. Gary said to me “What 
you are saying is true. Sad, but true. The risks we expose ourselves to should something go wrong do 
outweigh the benefits of doing these things. And I only have to remember what some of the parents at my 
child’s school have said in the past to know that there are plenty of parents out there who will blame anyone 



or anything before admitting it was their childs stupidity/carelessness that caused an accident”. I think most 
of us have had some nasty accidents with hobby knives at some time when we were doing the hobby as 
youngsters (thankfully mine was not as bad as Simons), so we know how easily these things can happen. It’s 
part and parcel of the learning process and makes us treat sharp knives with care and respect. It is hard to 
explain this to an irate parent after their nipper accidentally slices a chunk off himself and I hate to imagine 
the potential ramifications to the club or its members. So in my opinion, we should carry on as we have been 
and not actively recruit youngsters into the club nor undertake any workshops for them. If and when junior 
modellers wish to join the club we shall make it clear to them and their guardians about acceptable behaviour 
and the hazardous nature of working with sharp tools. If you have any views on this, do please let me know, 
otherwise we’ll draw this subject to a close. 
 

On The Workbench - II. 

HMS Triumph 1903 – Part 2. Add a photo of the ship. 

I’ve been getting into the detail of this little resin kit. There are some platforms and walkways that run at a low 
height over the battery section of the hull that are formed from four thin sections of resin. I decided to glue 
some styrene strip beneath the resin pieces to represent the gangway supports. I commenced by spacing 
these equally apart using the drawing from Burt’s book (see last month) as a guide. I then realized that all of 
the platforms had some zig-zag and so I changed my plan and placed a “support” at each change of these 
points and then filled the gaps between with equally spaced strip. The resin parts were placed upside down 
and over-length pieces of strip tacked in place with PVA glue. Once these were positioned, they were fixed in 
place with thin cyano and trimmed flush to the edges of the platform. Photoetched railings were added next 
using material from WEM’s Tiger set. It was extremely difficult to bend the railings to match all the zig-zags 
and corners. If I were doing this again, I would draw an outline around each of the pieces (before gluing the 
supports on) and use this as a guide for bending the PE. I would assemble the platforms, etc to the ship and 
then add the PE railings. Remember when bending the railings to try and get a stanchion at each corner 
(almost impossible!). I also had a problem with the supports and platforms interfering with hatches on the 
deck and structures around the base of the funnels and found there was no clear information about where 
two of the platforms were to be positioned (these are platforms that go around the distinctive cranes. Holes 
had to be drilled in the resin for the cranes to pass through and the location marked by scaling from Burt’s 
drawing). Anyway, this stage of work is done now but I can’t say I found it a pleasure! 
The bridge deck on Triumph has a small house at each end. These are supplied as fold-up PE items by 
Combrig, but were way over size. So the parts were cut along the fold lines and the sides filed narrower. The 
resin railing/canvas screen was cut away to take the sides and these were tacked using PVA and then set 
with cyano. Small pieces of plasticard were glued in place for the roof and the edges were trimmed using 
cutters and filed to size after the glue had thoroughly set. Gaps between the bridge housings and railings 
were filled with plasticard strip and tidied using Mr 
Surfacer. Some of the canvas screened railing was 
damaged on my model (particularly after I dropped 
the model!) and replacement ones made from 
aluminium from a soft drinks can. The RN battleship 
looked like it was sponsored by Coca-Cola by the 
time I’d finished! 
The ship was given an airbrushed coating of Alclad 
primer (bought from Robin at the course) and the 
wooden decks airbrushed Tamiya White followed by 
Desert Yellow. A light grey was used to highlight 
parts of the ship that catch the light and a dark grey 
applied to the shaded areas, such as beneath the 
torpedo net shelves, stern balcony and around the 
bow. My next step is to get other details, such as the 
turrets, funnels and air vents to the same stage 
before applying a top coat of Grey to complete the 
job. I’ll let you know how I get on in Part 3! 
 

Next Meeting:    December 20.  

Remember to bring your model entries back for when we present the awards and for voting “Best In 
Show”. Families are cordially invited to join us for the evening and please bring along any food or 
drink contributions to the buffet, items for the “bring and buy” and donations to the raffle. 

Figure 9. Detailed work taking place on the bridge and 
battery areas. Note Coca-Cola can put to good use!    



 
Happy Modelling!  
 
Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com or patrick.camp@jet.uk 


