
March 2007.

Update’s third anniversary!

Yes, the newsletter has been going three years now!

Forthcoming Events.

Modelsport.
“Les Garagistes” are having their second 'Modelsport' show to be 
held at The Holiday Inn, St Quentin Gate, Telford, Shropshire, on 
March 25th. 'Modelsport' is aimed at the motorsport enthusiast, be 
that cars or bikes.

Abingdon Model Show 2007.
IPMS Abingdon are having their annual show on Sunday 1st April from 10:00 until 16:30 at Larkmead 
School, Faringdon Road, Abingdon, Oxfordshire. Although 
Romsey Modellers don’t have a stand at the show, Phil Butler will 
be manning the South Hants stand. So if you would like to 
participate, have a chat with him! The venue is just a short drive 
from the Abingdon exit on the A34. Entry is £2.50. 10:00 – 4:40. 
Remember it is April Fool’s Day, so be prepared for some jolly 
japes!

IPMS Portsmouth.
The theme for their Sea Slug Trophy competition on Friday 6th

April is “Red, White and Blue”. The model must have all three 
colours, not just in the markings!
IPMS Portsmouth meet at 8:00pm on the first Friday of every 
month at the Village Hall in Lovedean, a short distance off the A3 
north of Waterlooville. If any of you are interested in going along 
to their club nights then do let me know, as I like to go along 
whenever my work shifts permit it.

Poole Vikings
The Poole Vikings Show is being held at Parkstone Grammar 
School, Sopers Lane, Poole (see map) on Saturday 21st April.
We have 12ft of table space booked this year, so please let me 
know at next month’s meeting who will be coming along so we 
can finalise travel arrangements. The hall will be open from 08:30 
for setting up. Public opening is from 10:00 until 16:00.

Aviation Collectors & Model Show.
Is being held at K2 Centre, Pease Pottage Hill, Crawley, West Sussex from 10:00 on Sunday 22nd April.

Plymouth Premier Model Show.
Plymouth Main Guildhall from 10:00-16:00 on Saturday 28 April. Contact Dave Watson 01752 518287 
spotandjoe@blueyonder.co.uk.

mailto:spotandjoe@blueyonder.co.uk


Romsey Club Visit to IPMS Salisbury.
Romsey Modellers have been invited along to Salisbury’s in-house model show and guest evening from 
19:15 on Tuesday 1st May. The venue is The Scout Hall, Dennis Marsh House, Salisbury. They are making 
table space available for us to bring along some of our models. Please make a note on your diaries to come 
along and meet our like-minded neighbours!

Loss of the RMS Titanic.
Many thanks to Simon for making me aware of the following events to  commemorate the 
95th anniversary of the tragic loss of 1523 people, 549 of whom were from Southampton, 
the City Council is holding a series of commemorative events in April 2007.
White Star Exhibition: 7 – 15 April
An exhibition Shown for the first time in England and held in the Old Magistrates Court. It 
contains White Star artefacts and memorabilia telling the story of the magnificent White Star Line 
of which the Titanic was the pride of the fleet. It will include: table settings showing the 
differences in the dinner places for first, second and third class passengers; fixtures and fittings 
from RMS Olympic; stewards’ uniforms on display and an array of original items.
Titanic Trail: 7 – 8 April & 14 – 15 April
A gentle walk through the City Centre with a Southampton Tour Guide following the Titanic Trail.
Titanic Graves Walk: 7 – 8 April & 14 – 15 April
The Old Southampton cemetery holds many memories linked with the Titanic.  Friends of 
Southampton Old Cemetery will lead the Titanic Graves Walk in the Old Cemetery on 
Southampton Common.
Titanic – Southampton Remembers : 13 April onwards
The first floor of the Maritime Museum is being transformed with a new exhibition to 
commemorate the 95th anniversary of the Titanic tragedy. This unique display tells the story of 
her crew, the majority of whom came from Southampton.
Titanic Talks: 14 April
There will be a series of talks by five guest speakers on the Titanic and its impact on 
Southampton. The speakers will include Genevieve Bailey, Una Reilly, Geoff Watts, Alan Crisp 
and Sheila Jemima
Maritime Market: 14 April
The market will be held at the pedestrianised area of the Bargate.  It will be full of maritime 
collectables and products. Including: china; silver-plate; on-board souvenir items; original 
artwork, prints and postcards.
Titanic Research Material: 2 April onwards
Southampton Central Library has a large collection of Titanic related material available for 
anyone to see including books, newspaper reports and videos.
Commemorative Service: 15 April
The commemorative service will be held at the Titanic Engineer’s Memorial in Above Bar Street 
(opposite the Cenotaph) at 11am.

What the papers say……

The Aeroplane.
FALKLANDS CONFLICT: Special 50-page section:

“A damn close-run thing”: Roy Nesbit gives a political 
and military overview of the war. 
Shar Performer  The Sea Harrier's major part in Operation 
Corporate is described by Dr Alfred Price. 
Sink the Ardent! Argentinian Skyhawk pilot Benito Rótolo relates his 
part in the sinking of HMS Ardent in Falkland Sound. 
Courage and Faith Mike Draper and David Wilton recount the vital 
contribution made by 18 Sqn's lone Chinook. 
DATABASE: Avro Vulcan Aviation historian Tony Buttler tells the full 
story of Britain's iconic delta-winged Cold War jet bomber and its 
amazing swansong in the Falklands conflict. With scale drawings by Tim 
Hall.
The Vulcan Returns: XH558 and the Vulcan To The Sky project. 

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:



Another Vintage Year: the year just gone and the one to come, at the Shuttleworth Collection. 
Five Minutes over Bavaria: How Me 262s attacked a B-26 Marauder. 
Churchill's Navigator: The second half of Air Cdre John Mitchell's recollections. 
Win a Spitfire Model: Fancy your very own K5054? 
The Fairey IIIH “Threelantic”: Philip Jarrett reveals the story of a long-forgotten aircraft. 
The Office... A detailed look in the cockpit of the de Havilland Mosquito B.35. 
Mosquito in Colour: Rare photos from a superb new book by Ian Thirsk. 

AFV Modeller

Krupp Steyr Waffenträger - Adam Wilder builds the New Connection 
resin kit with a step by step guide to his Gold Medal winning finish.
Scram - Part one of Bernhard Lustig’s examination of his dramatic Kursk diorama.
Konrad III - Gold medal and Best of Show winner Phil 
Stutcinskas describes the inspiration for his model with 
historical details by Mirko Bayerl
Nashorn - Alex Clark’s describes the techniques behind his 
small scale Nashorn
Xtreme Detail - Uparmoured Swedish Centurion
Keeping Track - More new releases
SU-100 - Kristof Pulinckx guides you through the 
techniques behind his Silver medal winning tank destroyer

Military In Scale.

AIRCRAFT
WOODEN WONDER: Diego Quijano makes a welcome return to the pages of MIS with his 
stunning 1/72 Mosquito. Step by step instructions will help you build a similar model...
PREDATORY PERFECTION: Arguably the best looking aircraft to have see service with the 
RAF, Hawker’s stunning Hunter is a great subject for a kit. This month the Editor builds Revell’s 
new 1/32 kit - adding detail along the way
CATWALK MODEL: Displaying a model can sometimes be difficult. What better then, than to display it in its 
natural environment? Pat Camp has done this, by building an outrigger on which he could place his super 
detailed Curtiss Navy Hawk
CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS: Mark Rolfe illustrates the B-26 Invader and provides detailed information 
on colours and marking for builders on Italeri’s new kit

ARMOUR
HORCH: Ashley Webb steps away from modern armour for a while to a build a classic kit - Italeri’s Kfz.15 
Horch. Simple painting and weathering techniques help get the best from this attractive model
WHY WAIT FOR THE RESIN..? More scratchbuilt madness from Steve Irwin. This month he builds two 
unusual, early-war British trucks, the Beaver Eel and AEC Cockatrice...
BRUMMBAR: Never one to shy away from a challenge, Steve Van Beveren virtually scratchbuilds an early 
Brümmbar, using Tamiya’s 1/35 Panzer IV as a base
FOUR SEVENTY: New to MIS this month, Sven Frisch converts Tamiya’s 1/48 Panzer IVJ into a Panzer 
IV/70 (A) using GASO-Line’s resin conversion kit

Model Airplane International.
Issue 20 - published on 22nd February 2007 
• Kwik Build: The Eduard 1:48 Bristol F.2b by Nick Wigman; Italeri 1:48 Fiat CR.42 by Dai 
Williams; An early production example of the Hobbycraft/ Trumpeter 1:48 F9F Panther built by 
Steve A. Evans
• Ah, Condor! Revell’s stunning new 1:72 Focke-Wulf Fw 200 by Jamie Haggo
• Fork-tailed Devil Trumpeter’s new 1:48 Westland Wyvern S.4 built by Steve A. Evans
• Avro Manchester: This month Richard J. Caruana takes a look at the unsuccessful sire to the Lancaster
• Black ‘n’ Yella: Geoff Coughlin builds the Classic Airframes 1:48 Canberra as a TT Mk 18



Scale Aircraft Modelling.

Aircraft in Profile: The ‘Blue Angels’ final part of his US military aerobatic teams series. 
Stunning Sufa: Converting Revell’s F-16B in 1:72 scale
Yoav Efrati added an IsraCast conversion sets and IsraDecal markings to a Revell F-16B –
taking a few parts from a Hasegawa F-16 on the way – to produce an award-winning F-16I
Modelling Masterclass: Part 18: Preparing for paint. 
The modeller’s painting guide – Part 4 Expert painter Robin Carpenter describes the application of 
camouflage
SAM Plans: Heinkel He 70 Peter Green illustrates the sleek Heinkel airliner in 1:48 scale
Inside Story: RAF Sea King HAR.Mk 3 A detailed look at the cornerstone of the RAF’s rescue fleet
TSR.2 as it might have been? Keith Peckover builds the BAC Eagle B(PR).Mk 1, using the Airfix TSR.2 kit, 
modified and detailed with aftermarket parts and decals as a basis
NEW KIT LIST 2007 Mike McEvoy’s annual round-up of what we can expect and hope for in the year ahead

Scale Auto.
April 07.
Hot rod engines part 2: Pontiac, Dodge Red Ram, Ford Y-Block, Chevy W-Block engines
Derby City Shootout Great models from Louisville
Extreme kitbashing the easy way: Combine several kits to build a hot rod
Mopar Missile Pro Stock: How to build a multimedia Duster straight-line racer
From promo to primo: Make JoHan's basic 1956 Pontiac into a show-stopper
NNL South 2006: Top car models from Atlanta
Get organized! For less than five dollars, you can build a handy caddy for paint and tools

Tamiya Model  Magazine International.
Issue 138- published on 15th March 2007 
» A VERY BRITISH AFFAIR: Dragon’s 1:35 Sherman MkIII in British camo and markings
» BOUGAINVILLE BOOGIE WOOGIE: Tamiya’s 1:72 F4U-1A with Eduard details
» BIG, BIGGER, BIGGEST! Revell’s huge 1:72 Gato Class submarine, converted to USS 
Silversides
» KIT PREVIEW: Tamiya 1:48 F-16CJ Block 50; Tamiya 1:48 Fairey Swordfish Mk.II; Tamiya 1:12 Konica 
Minolta Honda RC211V
» SHOW REPORT New stuff from the Nuremberg Toy Fair ‘07
» SHORT BUT SWEET: Profil 24 1:24 MG EX257 Lola

Model Military International
Issue 12 - published on 1st March 2007 
» PREVIEW: Dragon’s superb 1:72 EAAK AAV7 gets a second look; Luke Pitt tells us what to 
expect from Tamiya’s latest 1:48 release of the King Tiger;  AFV Clubs M40 Big Shot comes in 
for close inspection from Andy Willis; Tamiya’s 1:48 Porsche King Tiger and Dragon’s 
Aufklarungspanzer 38(t)
» HE’S A MARD MAN: Sam Dwyer tells us how good Dragon’s lovely little Marder II is
» DOUBLE TROUBLE: Tamiya’s venerable SU-85s, one from the box and one detailed
» ANCIENT ONE: Jim Carswell gives us the lowdown on Dragon’s much anticipated M1A1 AIM
» CAT’S NEW COAT: Pete Usher offers some handy tips on adding zimmerit
» 25 POUNDER WITH TREES: Kev Smith tackles our second retro review by creating a Normandy scene
» KATY IN THE SUNSHINE Keith Goldsworthy continues to add to his 1:48 collection with a review of the 
Accurate Armour Austin K2 Ambulance (Looking forward to reading that one, Keith!)

Model X.
Well that answers a question! When I contacted Mike Rinaldi to ask whether I could 
use the internet photos of his Corsair, he said no because he has a publishing contract 
that does not permit it. So, now we know that it was for this new magazine that has 
been produced by ex-Fine Scale Modeler Jeff Herne. You can download a pilot copy of 
the magazine from http://www.modelx.com/
Mike Rinaldi's 1/72 F4U Corsair: Mike demonstrates his painting and weathering 
techniques on Tamiya's Bent-Winged Bird
Mike Kirchoff's 1/48 Jagdpanzer 38T Hetzer Aftermarket? No way! Mike adds 

http://www.modelx.com/


nothing but scratchbuilt details to this diminutive tank destroyer
Jeff Herne's 1/72 USS Mingo Who said 1/72 was small scale? Jeff's USS Mingo is 53" 
long. Jeff converts the Revell kit into a late-war Gato-class submarine
It's all in the details: Pat Stansell brings us four pages of Sherman T23 turret details
More details! - ModelX sent staff member Mike Rinaldi to England, and what does he 
photograph? A Spitfire, of course! See four pages of Mk.22/24 Spitfire details
Fruil track How-To - Mike Rinaldi offers a two-page primer on working with Fruilmodel 
individual track links

New Plastic.

There are a few new 1/48 aircraft kit releases that have caught my eye and which you may be interested in 
as well. 
Hobbycraft have racing and US Navy versions of the F2G Super 
Corsair, Fonderie Miniatures intend to produce a Sunderland MkIII
(that will look impressive!) and for FAA fans MPM have a Fairey 
Fulmar and Special Hobby a Fairey Barracuda. Classic Airframes 
have two versions of the Fairey Gannet 2.
Blue Max will be releasing Macchi M5 flying boat that may appeal to 
some.
Lastly, but by no means least, Trumpeter will be releasing a 
Grumman F8F Bearcat in 1/32nd scale. In my view, one of the most 
beautiful aircraft there is. Refer to the Romsey Modellers CD-ROM 
for some photos of the real aircraft for use as reference during the build.

Survey Results.

Many thanks to all of you who completed their questionnaires.

Sixteen completed forms were returned to me, which represents a little under half of the club membership. 
As the previous section of Update has all been about what is in the modelling press, let’s start with this 
subject. All respondents subscribe to at least one magazine and over half of them took two. The highest 
number of magazines an individual subscribes to is five. 

The most popular magazine is Scale 
Aviation Modeller International, with around 
30% subscribing. It is interesting that this 
proportion has not dropped from when we 
last did our survey two years ago, and that 
was before Model Airplane International hit 
the bookshelves. If anything, it looks as 
though MAI has eaten into Scale Aircraft 
Modelling’s market share.

Almost two-thirds of respondents have a 
connection to the internet and, of those, 
over 80% have broadband. 90% of internet 
users surf for model and modelling articles. 

The interests of the club membership has 
changed very little since the last survey 
was carried out. Aircraft still dominate with 
a third of the members vote. Other subjects 
are evenly divided, although I think it fair to 
say that the interest in figures is to add 
human interest to other models. When looking at each subject, it can be seen that interests are evenly split 
across the range of scales. 

Other interests mentioned by the club members were: Dinosaurs, Dolls House & miniatures, Tractors and 
Mill Steam Engines. Good to see such a broad range of interests!

Magazines: Popularity of titles.
Tamiya Model
Magazine

Model Airplane
International

Scale Aircraft
Modelling
International

Scale Aircraft
Modelling

Military Modelcraft
International

Windsock
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In reply to the question “What do you most enjoy about club meetings?”, I had replies saying how much the 
club members liked the venue, organisation and, most of all, the friendly atmosphere. You all like to chat 
about the hobby and see other members work, whether during build or as completed, and can find it 
inspiring. You like to exchange and learn ideas from fellow modellers. 

What do you least like? A lot of respondents find it uncomfortable keeping conversation going and think there 
is too much standing around. A lot of new members find it particularly awkward, although they know 
everyone is friendly and approachable. Many of you would like to see more structure, such as getting 
discussions on modelling subjects start from early on in the evening and have some demos, a talk or slide 
show.

I had one comment about the narrowness of the bollards at the car park entrance and another about the long 
distance to travel to and from the club. On this latter point, if any of you wish to consider car sharing then do 
let me know and I’ll put you in contact with other members who live near to you. A good chance to get to 
know others better and “talk shop” during your journey!

With regard to feedback to these two questions, I think the club is in a healthy state, but there is a need to 
make improvements. Whilst talks, demonstrations and slide shows are possibilities, we need to remember 
that they take effort to prepare and will only last for a limited period of time. I therefore think that we need to 
get away from the awkwardness of standing around and trying to keep a conversation going. I hope the new 
format we introduced last month, of bringing along work to do, will prove popular and overcome this problem. 
I would like to give this arrangement some time to bed down and then supplement it with demos, talks, etc 
from time to time. Please do continue to keep me abreast of your views about how this is working out for you.

One member also commented that some of us are not keen to express opinions on touchy subjects. It may 
be that our “Parish Notices” period doesn’t appear to you to be an appropriate point at which to raise 
sensitive topics, but hopefully you will feel more comfortable with the new arrangement: I see no reason why 
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we shouldn’t discuss a whole range of issues whilst we work. I know at least one of you who is keen to rant 
about panel lines and how he thinks that black paint does have a use in modelling. Mind you, he is not the 
sort of person who would shy away of expressing an opinion (and good for him!). If you would like the club to 
discuss anything, then let me know and I’ll get it started (or, by all means, go ahead and kick the discussion 
off yourself if you want).

What was your opinion about club competitions? Well, these varied. Some said they were excellent to have 
and provided a focus for the club and individuals. Most of you like to see other people’s work and it 
encouraged better modelling. The range of subjects, themes and scales were liked. There were no harsh 
comments about the judging arrangements (apart from one jokingly made that the same person always 
seems to win!). Many thought it a shame that more members don’t enter, and raise the question as to 
whether we take competitions too seriously. Others said they found the standard too high and that put them 
off from entering. Some of you said we had too many competitions.

Taking these comments into account, I think competitions over-dominate club life and must cease to be the 
centre of attention. We have two competitions in April, so my thoughts are that these will take place whilst we 
are building and chatting. I hope that many more of you will enter these competitions, but appreciate that you 
will do so when you feel the time is right. With the “lime light” reduced, maybe you will feel happier to give it a 
go. Let us see how we get on: we can always decide to cut the number of competitions later on. 

Should the club meet more frequently? Nearly two-thirds of you said not, although additional ad-hoc 
workshops / events were suggested by one. Certainly the airbrushing course worked well, so maybe we 
should think about doing something more. Let me know if there is anything in particular you would like to do.

Should the club evening start earlier? Replies were evenly split between yes / no / don’t mind. I think we 
should give this a try as it would be nice to start earlier during the summer months. Keep coming at 08:00 
until I let you know otherwise, though!

Most of you would like to help man the club stand when you can. Many of you felt you didn’t have models 
that you felt ready to display. Well, we’ll have to work on that one, won’t we!

Club organised visits? Three-quarters of you said you would like to do so. We may also be eligible for a 
group discount. Suggestions were airshows, museums, model shows, car shows, visit other model clubs and 
even a foreign trip! I used the Megabus to London not so long ago, and it cost less than £5 for the total 
journey. How about we all take a trip to London’s Imperial War Museum?

How useful or interesting is the club newsletter? You seem to like the newsletter and the most popular topic 
is “On the Workbench”, although that can depend on the subject of course. Other topics also score fairly 
highly apart from “Website of the month”, which is of little use to those of you who do not use the internet! 
One of you mentioned that magazines I detail in the newsletter are sold out by the time you get to the 
newsagent. (How about I publish a list of who normally takes what magazine, would that help?)

Eleven of you said that you would be 
prepared to write an item or two for the 
newsletter (for which I thank you 
enormously!), although many of you 
need some suggestions as to what to 
write about. Some say they do not 
have access to a computer, that is not 
a problem as long hand would be fine. 
Subjects that have been offered 
include “my rediscovery of modelling 
and the highs and lows of the past two 
years!”, a helicopter conversion, car, 
bike and aircraft builds, Bare Metal 
Foil, airshow reviews. There was a 
request for an article for building a 
British Fire Engine, so if anyone can 
help out with this then terrific.

Talking of helping out, every now and then a club member emails me with a problem they are having with a 
model. I then contact other club members to try and get a broad range of replies. This is something I like to 
do and quite often I put a summary of the discussions into the newsletter. So what I am thinking is that we 
should have a “Plea for help” section in the newsletter. In addition to “How do I do this?” and “Where did I go 
wrong?” types of question, I propose that club members inform me what they are building so that other club 
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members can offer guidance, such as reference material, idea suggestions, neat looking decals, whatever. 
So please, let me know what is on your immediate “to do” list and any areas where you would welcome 
discussion or assistance.

To finish up, here are one or two “any further comments” from the questionnaires:

It would be good to have a club web site (and one of the members has offered to help set it up). The 
Yahoo Group is somewhat limiting and has been unused for several months. If we are going to 
continue with it we need to regenerate interest in it.

The club is very friendly and completely devoid of any cliques.

“Having been out of the hobby for a long time and never joined a club before, I have been made very 
welcome… I am not experienced, but it makes me want to get out and start building, with new ideas 
and products”. That is just the sort of thing I like to hear!

Corsair Construction – A philosopher’s guide
Very many thanks to Ben Short for the following notes about constructing his 1/72nd Hobbyboss Corsair…
Easy-kit. Perhaps so, for other people, perhaps not. With the very nature of the Hobbyboss Corsair, I found 
many preconceptions were best discarded during construction, with many new issues arising at every turn. 
And in the end? A more learned modeller only £3.50 the worse!

Much the same as with comparable resin kits, the build began with the tidying of the main components, 
starting with both the wing and fuselage mould seams. A pass with a new #10 scalpel blade removed the 
excess plastic, before a squadron sanding stick (equivalent to around 1200 and 4000-grit papers, and similar 
to commercial nail buffers)  was used to smooth the join, with some misalignment of the mould halves 
lengthening this process. On these main areas, a blunted scalpel blade was sufficient to restore panel 
engraving, guided by an ever-useful post-it note. Most time-consuming in this process was the flash removal 
around the tail-wheel doors and cowling gills, this being achieved with careful use of a scalpel, finished once 
more with the abrasive stick.

Having been lucky to have access to a copy of David Morris’ excellent book regarding the history and 
restoration of KD431, it was decided at an early stage to make this aircraft, in 1940s  FAA condition, the 
subject of the build. Hence, at this juncture, it was decided to fill the apertures for the rocket rails, presenting 
the first real challenge to the builder. Through a process of trial (a little) and error (a lot), a suitable method 
was found – insert the rocket into the aperture; trim it at its base with plastic cutters; apply gap-filling 
superglue over the part using a chisel-ended cocktail stick; allow to dry, then carefully remove prominent 
excess with a scalpel blade, before smoothing the area off with your chosen abrasive. This was found to be 
both fast and effective, whilst also causing little damage to any of the surrounding surface detail. Rescribing 
of panel lines and rivets around these areas was kept to a minimum regardless. In fact, I would venture to 
say that most, if not all models, contain features that betray a model over a prototype before one even looks 
at the consistency of the gaps around panels under the wings! As an aside, it must be pointed out that this 
previous comment became, as the build progressed, the object of the exercise: to create a convincing model 
based purely on prototype photographs and in total disregard of modelling convention, ‘panel lines’ (what are 
they?) a prime example. This action is in no way intended to demean, nor discount those modellers who use 
established technique, as many do with great skill and success, but I must admit to often wondering what a 
particular modeller was trying to achieve with a pre-shading technique, and whether enough modellers really 
consider how their work reflects the prototype. I cannot stress enough how different a perspective this is to 
‘rivet counting’ – it may even be the entirely opposite side of the argument. With the outcome of this project, 
you yourself can judge whether an aircraft having the right ‘feel’ or ‘look’ about it can override questions of 
detail or accuracy.

With attention still at the wings prior to overall construction, the wing tips were removed in line with the 
navigation lights, as appropriate for FAA Corsairs. Masking tape was placed inboard of the cut, and with a 
razor saw butted to this tape, several light cuts were made, with the remnants of wingtip removed with a 
scalpel. Edges were then rounded off according to photographs, making sure of consistency between port 
and starboard wingtips. The wing mouldings themselves seem to suffer from moulding scratches and surface 
irregularities more than any of the other components, and as such were smoothed over with a fine grit before 
further assembly.



Before mating of the main components, the cockpit interior was dealt with, this seeming, on first impressions, 
to be one of the weak points of the kit. Though the seat is crisply moulded (albeit without harnesses), the 
lack of side consoles leaves a very sparse looking cabin, and the control column is over-scale and dubious in 
outline. The column was removed by gently rocking back and forth, and aside from minor remnants left on 
the floor (which, barely visible, were left in situ), came out cleanly. A new column was fashioned from one of 
the discarded rockets which, with rail removed, was inserted into an electric mini-drill and lathed, using a fine 
file, into something closer resembling the prototype ‘stick’. This was superglued into position, after which the 
interior was given a coat of Lifecolor Interior Green (FS 34151); though less apple in hue than typical US 
interior greens, it seemed to better match the colour found in KD431. The control panel, headrest and hand-
grip were all painted with Citadel Chaos Black, with switches and dials implied with touches of Citadel silver, 
red and yellow, all done in reference to photographs. Side consoles were at least suggested by use of 
Reheat decals, breaking up an otherwise slab-sided area. Belt buckles were created with fine fuse wire 
shaped with tweezers, through which thin strips of parcel paper were threaded, before being doubled back 
and secured with Micro Krystal Kleer. Belts were then trimmed to length and added to the seat, again using 
Krystal Kleer. Using a soft stipple brush, charcoal was applied sparingly to the corners and floor of the 
cockpit, creating a little depth; in most lights, however, little of the floor and lower sidewalls can be seen on 
the finished model.

At this point, the wing and fuselage components were brought together. After much trial fitting and trimming, 
a better fit was obtained, especially after flattening the raised section of the upper wing surface, smoothing 
any raised ejector pin marks, and taking 3-4mm from all of the lugs on the wing section. On this particular 
model, given its gloss finish, it was decided to use a little Humbrol filler at the wing roots, which was 
smoothed with 800-1200 grit wet-and-dry papers. Some filler was also used in the attachment of the 
horizontal stabilisers, since there should be no ridge nor panel demarcation at the butt join to the fuselage, 
though a gap was retained where the control surfaces meet the tail cone.

Before its addition to the airframe, I opted to paint the inner surfaces of the cowling and engine. Again, after 
considerable thought (all’s relative in student life) and a couple of less than successful attempts, these inner 
surfaces were finally sprayed in Halfords’ grey primer. A wash of Chaos black was applied to the recesses of 
the engine cylinders, with the cylinders themselves being brushed lightly with Citadel Chainmail in a circular 
motion in an attempt to emulate the silver highlights seen on the raised cylinder bands. With, once more, a 
dusting of charcoal onto the area, especially at the cowling’s leading edge, the whole thing came together far 
above my expectation. I cannot see that this method of kitting a subject will ever better conventional 
technology, the Tamiya Corsair, for example, being such a fine model, but with some invention, results can 
be achieved. Perhaps in a scale as small as 1:72, impressionism above true realism has little disadvantage 
in some cases.

The only other worthy point of note regarding the construction is that of the transparencies. On both 
examples available to myself, the two-part canopy seemed to be far thinner and clearer than the single 
piece. However, even after two attempts, I found it impossible to remove the forward portion from the sprue 
and eliminate the moulding tag without fracturing the part through the centre of the windshield. Perhaps there 
is a weakness in the mould, or it is just the thinness of the part, that which gives it clarity, which prevents its 
use altogether. After settling on the one-piece canopy for this model, I set about removing some of the 
imperfections, a process which began with the use of wet 2400-grit Micromesh, principally on the hood 
section. After ending with 12000-grit, the canopy was then thoroughly washed with warm soapy water, rinsed 
and allowed to dry, before being clear coated. For this it was dipped, using tweezers, into a small vessel of 
Johnsons Klear, being dabbed on its lower edges to remove excess before being placed on a soft paper 
towel under a damp glass to dry. The result: a wonderfully clear canopy to reveal the extent of missing detail 
in the pilot’s office!

With the pitot tube removed (via accidental force!) for safe keeping, the wing and fuselage mouldings are 
best given a light wash with soapy water, ready for the painting process…

….. and from Richard Stewart about his Corsair build…..
Well I am trying loads of new ideas on this thing so I'm naming mine the “Guinea pig”. 
It is going together very well and I'm trying hard not to break off the pitot tube but 
there have been some close shaves. A little filler was used around the engine cowl 
and the remoulded gun casing ejection ports and external tank holes as I'm leaving 
those off as it looks like a plane with haemorrhoids (In my view anyway). The cockpit 
is very vague and I've removed the joystick and will replace that with wire when 



finished. I've copied an instrument panel on the net and scaled it down to fit in the 
cockpit. It gives a good impression.
I've done a little pre-shading to see if using my Badger 200 I can bring out the panel 
lines, we'll see. If it doesn't go as planned then this may be the last photo's you see of 
this little plane.

Further news on Airfix. 

Many thanks to Keith Trotman for the following information. He has reproduced part of the editorial from my latest Airfix 
collectors club newsletter below. He has also phoned Hornby about the Airfix modellers club and other things to which 
they said to everything, "nothing had been decided yet". They did however give him the name of the new marketing 
manager an suggested he wrote to him. He did so, with a SAE, but after 3 weeks had received nothing back.

I spoke to Trevor(?) on the 1st February to get an update on the moulding and release programme for Airfix 
in 2007. As yet no decisions have been taken as to the location of moulding sites although it is likely that
some wilt be moulded in the U.K, and some abroad, probably China, but we will have to wait and see.
Where Trevor was able to be more positive was in the 2007 programme. The new catalogue is largely a
warmed over 2006 one with nothing new appearing, yet. Clearly it is too early for Hornby to have decided
on totally new moulds and those that were proposed by Humbrol for 2007 are the subject of renewed
consideration by Hornby. Hopefully these may get the go ahead later.
Trevor says that the Lifeboat should be in the shops by late February and TSR2 should be making a
comeback, Nimrod and the Canberras' are being fitted into Trumpeter's schedule so hopefully they should
appear in 2007.
The Spitfire Mk. la (1:48) is now to be released as a single kit (05115). Trevor was very enthusiastic about
this model which should be to the same standard as the recent Mk.lX. It is difficult to remember
everything told to me over the phone but it appears there will be two decal options one of which will be
for an early Mk. 1 (a later Mk. 1 is already moulded by a Far Eastern manufacturer). The other will be a
Mk. lla of No. 118 Squadron, R.A.F. Airfix's kit will include separate flaps but only one engine cowling as
early Spit's did not have different cowlings. Several propellers, including a three-bladed Rotol
prop, a De Havilland three-bladed variable pitch prop, a two-bladed fixed pitch propeller and blunt spinner
are included as are a couple of different exhaust stacks. Thus it should be possible to make virtually
every kind of early Spitfire including Douglas Bader's, if one of the after market decal boys gets involved.
Several different cockpit canopies and armoured/unarmoured windshields are moulded all of
which should make it a very comprehensive kit and worthy of a single release.
Most of the kits which should be appearing in the shops soon are mostly stock items liberated from France.
As regards the other mould alterations announced for 2006, there is good news it seems on these. The
Sea king modifications and the three 1:76 tank additions are once again back on the production
schedule. It appears that these had been put on the back burner last year by Humbrol, but have been
resurrected for 2007.
The four Airfield Sets which were ready to go in August last year should be with us soon and are
illustrated In the catalogue with their new boxtops (see CS 25). So all in all its not a very exciting 2007
from the new mould point of view (unless the unannounced one(s)get the go ahead), but very
satisfying to see the previously announced new releases going into production, plus there are no
deletions.
The catalogue itself is the same as last year's except for one or two minor variations (actual artwork,
removal of new signs, etc) but has a new cover showing the Lifeboat and Sea king combo. In the
middle is a new section entitled "2007 Early Programme" which suggests we can expect more
news later in the year. We are promised a revised BoB Flight Set (10998) as well as the Spitfire Mk. 1
(05115). Great to see Airfix back.

Next Meeting: April 18

Although a competition night, my thoughts are that we don’t allow the competition crowd out our model 
building activities. There are two competitions, the St George’s Trophy for any modelling subject related to 
England and the “Test Trout” Hobbyboss Corsair competition. So bring your models along and enter them 
in!!!!

Remember that the Poole Show is on the following weekend and to let me know if you intend to come along.

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com
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