
 

 

May 2007. 

Welcome to our new home! 
Ampfield Village Hall will be our new home from now on: I hope you like it! It’s quite a bit larger than Montfort 
Community Hall so we have plenty of room to grow. My thoughts are that we use the stage for the 
competition tables. The hall is also more expensive, but so long as we maintain at least our current 
membership we should be able to manage without increasing the subscription. 
Apologies to Richard Stewart: he can no longer take a short walk to the club house from home! 
When I know that everyone is happy with the enforced move here, I’ll update the club leaflets and contact 
Just Add Imagination and the various hobby magazines to let them have the new details. 
The hall is in use until 7:45 so it is not possible for us to start earlier than 8:00 as we intended to try out at 
Montfort. I don’t expect there to be any problems with vandalism at the new venue so at least the car park 
lighting will work when needed! A couple of points I would ask you to consider is to not make much noise 
when you leave, as the house next to us is close by and they may object to it. The other is that the hall is 
used occasionally for auctions and we will not be allowed access at these times. I am waiting to hear from 
the hall manager whether this clash in bookings will actually arise in practice. 
Whether we go back to Montfort when it has been repaired is a topic we can discuss when that time comes. 

So what happened to Montfort Community Hall? 
The short answer is that our cherished club house has been 
torched by arsonists and is now largely burnt out. Damage is 
estimated at £100,000 and the hall is expected to be out of use 
for three months (I think it will be longer than that). Three 
youths, aged 12, 14 & 15 have been interviewed by police and 
are to return at the end of May pending further enquiries. It 
looks like the darlings set fire to a wooden shed containing 
materials for the youth club located against the back wall of the 
hall. The flames went under the eves of the roof and into the 
building, whereupon it spread rapidly. There is a lot of similarity 
with the way our previous club house, the Red Cross Centre, was destroyed by fire. 
Half the roof was completely destroyed along with 90% of the services/equipment. Smoke and water has 
ruined the inside of the building. Computers, a TV, other materials belonging to pre-school groups and all the 
children’s personal work were destroyed. The entire roof will have to 
be replaced as well as one of the brick walls. Everything else will 
need repair, including the new £5000 kitchen that was only 
completed on the day before the torching. Our contact, Kate Ward, 
says the expense of the repair may make the building too expensive 
for use by small groups (Erm, that’s us, isn’t it?) 
You may recall that the wooden doors and windows were replaced 
not so long ago after vandals tried to set fire to them. Well, the 
replacement plastic ones with laminated glass windows took firemen 
30 minutes to batter their way through with axes to get into the 
building to put out the fire. So, perversely, these vandal proof doors 
meant the damage to the building was made even worse! 
When doing my whistle-stop tour of alternative venues, I noticed one 
other hall had all the incendiary ingredients needed for a repeat incident: I shall be warning them about that. 
Meanwhile, for all of you that use community / scout halls, please take a look around them and make sure no 
flammable structures are placed against the side of the building. Moveable items, such as wheelie bins, need 
to be chained away from the building (as they were at Montfort Halls). 
I wonder whether we should move to a less hazardous place. Beirut, perhaps? 



Last month’s competitions. 
Congratulations to Simon for his first place with his Hobbyboss Corsair, nicely depicted taking off from a flight 
deck: very evocative! Second place went to Ben with another Hobbyboss Corsair, this one replicating the 
aircraft on display at Yeovilton museum. Third place went to Tony with, erm, yet another Hobbyboss Corsair 
superbly finished in USN colours. A Highly Commended was awarded to Richard P for, guess what, his 
Hobbyboss Corsair! 
All the entries were completed to a high standard and I didn’t notice any significant “out of the box” rule 
transgressions with any of the entries, although no doubt you are now going to tell me how wrong I am. 
Some of us found this simple model very daunting to complete (including me!), probably due to wanting to 
put up a good standard for the competition. However successful you were, I hope you found it an enjoyable 
and worthwhile build and thanks to all of you for entering into the spirit of the contest. 
Statistics: out of the 34 models purchased, 12 were completed and put on the competition table. Whilst that 
may appear a low proportion, it is a lot better than my own purchased/completed ratio so it would be 
hypocritical of me to complain! 
Winner of this year’s St George’s Trophy is Gary Jarman with his Royal Navy Wasp helicopter. My 
apologies to him for forgetting to bring the trophy along, so tonight he can be embarrassed by having to 
come up on the stage and collect it from me. I won second place with my 1/48 Airfix Jaguar GR1, third place 
went to Joe Shawyer for his “Meteor & flying bomb” (on a display stand that got Keith all overcome with 
emotion) and a Highly Commended to Dave Henwood for his MkIV WW1 tank. 
The next competitions are in July: The America’s Cup (ours isn’t actually a cup) and Test Trout (theme is 
“The French Connection”). 

Events Since We Last Met. 

Poole Vikings 
This was yet another good show put on by our friendly hosts. Romsey scored well again in the competition, 
with Paul A being delighted to receive a nice shiny helmet along with a couple of gold medals for his vehicle 
and aircraft models and Gary getting a well deserved (despite what he says) Highly Commended for his 
Wasp helicopter. I was given a silver award for parking my aircraft models on the competition table and a 
gold medal for HMS Triumph.  
I think the show has outgrown the venue. We had very little table space and our display was very disjointed. I 
discussed it with Paul on the way home and we need to do better for the Salisbury show where we will have 
a similar problem. Seating space was really tight and maybe claustrophobia brought out in Vic another 
unwarranted inferiority attack and he needed a bit of a slapping to bring him back to reality. The mystery of 
why Simon decided to surround himself in boxes of Revell’s USS Skipjack submarines was eventually 
solved. 

Romsey Club Visit to IPMS Salisbury. 
Six of us went along to Salisbury’s guest evening where we put out a broad selection of models on one of the 
tables.  
The Salisbury club members were voting on which models would go on the centrepiece of their stand at their 
show in June. Each member had grouped their models together and so it provided an excellent opportunity 
for us to see their work and chat to them about it. I think our favourite model was Eduard’s Mirage jet in 
Israeli markings that had been given a terrific paint and weathering finish. 
Those models that won a place on the centrepiece were then eligible for a memorial trophy, and this was 
won by a 1/48 Skyraider aircraft.  
All in all, it was a pleasant evening and many thanks once again to IPMS Salisbury for inviting us along. We 
shall extend an invite for you to visit us in the not too distant future. 

Forthcoming Events. 

May Air Show, Duxford. 
Is being held on Sunday 20th May, see www.iwm.org.uk/duxford for further details. 

Model 2007. 
IPMS Torbay & S Devon with Torbay MMS will have their show at Torquay Town Hall (Castle Circus) on 
Saturday 26 May from 10am. Contact is Les Wells on 01803 844977, wellzy_2002@yahoo.com. 



Trucks & Troops. 
The Military Vehicle Trust present Trucks & Troops at the South Hampshire Show at the National Motor 
Museum, Beaulieu on 26 – 28 May. Contact 01489 580879 for further details. 

IPMS-UK Salisbury Model Show. 
Will take place at the usual venue of Wyvern College, Church Road, Laverstock, Salisbury SP1 1RE on 
Saturday 2nd June from 10am until 4pm. We have 12ft of table space at this year’s show. As mentioned in 
the report on the Poole Show, the small amount of table space has caused us lots of headaches at this event 
in the past (indeed, I walked out and went home both last year and the year before as there was no space 
for me or my models). I chatted to Paul about it on the way home from Poole and we think we will try 
something different. I don't think it is necessary to crowd the table with models like everyone else does. I 
think people prefer to see techniques being demonstrated, such as Paul with his car body polishing, applying 
decals, etc, and I'll do some figure painting with oils or possibly photoetch work. So, (bearing in mind the tiny 
amount of space I think we will have allocated to us) I think we have two people doing this and, say, half a 
dozen eye-catching models of various subjects. Other volunteers with their own demos could be rotated 
round throughout the day to keep it interesting for the punters and to enable each of us to have a break and 
chance to look around the show. 
I would like to give that arrangement a try to see how it goes. It does mean a departure from the "please can 
as many of you turn up to man the stand and cover it with models" approach, so please let me know what 
you think of the idea. If you wish to man the club stand then please let me know in advance and give me 
details of what you intend to demonstrate/work on. 

MAFVA Nationals 2007. 
This will take place on Sunday 17th June in conjunction with the Military Vehicle Show and Military Book Fair 
at Duxford, Cambs. 

Model Warship Weekend at Explosion!, Gosport.. 
Yes, the museum is still open despite Gosport Council’s best endeavours to close it! Last year we did this 
show as a joint venture with South Hants club and fielded a different team & display on each of the two days. 
The show was very quiet last year, but would anyone like for us to go again? I would like to do so (if only to 
give the museum some support), so if you are interested do let me know and I’ll arrange for a table or two. 
This year it is being held on 21st and 22nd of July. 

What the papers say…… 

The Aeroplane. 
DATABASE: Northrop's All-wing Bombers... the evolution of Jack Northrop's radical flying 
wing bombers — the XB-35 and jet-powered YB-49 — from his twin-boom Avion of 1929 
through the piloted N-1M Jeep and N-9M flying scale models, to the huge bombers, precursors of the 
USAF's B-2 Spirit stealth bomber. Includes scale drawings of the N-9M and XB-35 by Tim Hall, and cutaway 
of the YB-49 by Mike Badrocke.  
The Mailed Fist Flies Again... the unsure future of the only flying de Havilland Sea Vixen, now back in its 
899 Sqn colours.  
Britain's Nuclear Dawn... the 50th anniversary of the world's first air-dropped hydrogen bomb test.  
The Office...  A detailed look in the cockpit of the Republic F-105G Thunderchief..  
Pilot Biography — Jim Verran World War Two Pathfinder pilot.  
Balloon Hazard... Wg Cdr Ken Wallis recounts his encounter with a balloon cable in 1941.  
Tom Blair's Warbirds... photographs of Supermarine Spitfire VC JG891.  
Six Days in June... Israeli Mirage combat in June 1967. 

AFV Modeller 
88mm Flak 36 - Glenn Bowen builds Dragon's recent state of the art kit 
Scram Part Two - Bernhard Lustig concludes his look at his dramatic Kursk diorama. 
M2 - The Editor builds the new Dragon U.S. Halftrack kit 
Ths U.S. M2 and M2A1 Halftrack Vehicles - ADavid Doyle takes a look at the history of the 
vehicles. 
Xtreme Detail - The M2 



Military In Scale. 
 
REMEMBER THE COLD WAR? Andy Evans visits The National Cold War Exhibition at the 
Royal air Force Museum, Cosford – a major and permanent exhibition focusing on the Cold 
War story 
ALBATROS DIII CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS Peter Green offers up some colour 
scheme options for builders of the Roden kit 
MIRAGE III CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGSMark Rolfe offers up some colour scheme options for builders 
of the Hobby Boss kit 
TWILIGHT OF THE VIKINGS the S-3 Viking makes a great subject for a model – as proved by Andy Evans 
in the special photo feature 
ARMOUR 
THE BRITISH CHAMPION Nick Shuttleworth returns to familiar ground as he builds AFV Club’s splendid 
1/35 Centurion – painting it in an unusual, though attractive colour scheme 
A LITTLE GRUMBLE Ken Duffey takes time away from building aircraft to construct two very distinctive 
Russian Armoured Vehicles 
LAND CRAB Antonio Martin Tello loves the Sherman and so it’s no surprise to see him building another. 
This month he constructs the distinctive ‘Flail’ variant, offering up plenty of finishing tips along the way... 
AIRCRAFT 
KURT TANK’S CONDOR Revell’s Fw 200 was very well received when it was released last year and so we 
thought it well worth a look. Gary Stevens tells the tale, as he builds this large and well-detailed model 
A LARGE-SCALE PLY-PLANE Harris Ali returns to one of his first loves as he builds the splendid Roden 
1/32 Albatros DIII. An almost all wood finish makes the model even more attractive... 
DYNAMIQUE DELTA A surprise release, Hobby Boss’ Mirage III is a fine kit at a very low price. In the first of 
his jet features this month, the Editor builds a sample in a classic natural metal colour scheme 
FIGHTING FALCON It was only a matter of time before Tamiya downsized their superlative 1/32 F-16C. This 
month we take a detailed look at their very new 1/48 F-16 in this specially extended review 

Military Modelcraft International. 
Fact File with Fotos - The Falklands War 1982: a Resume of Britain’s Last ‘Little War’ 
Unfortunate incident in the Falklands a diorama based on an account of a hapless Scorpion 
commander! 
Who is Stanley Fitzroy? how the 1/6th Collectors Club produced their own figure 
A NOT SO KwiK-KitZ-PiK-Guide! - ‘Belated’ BARV  Ian Young completes his Centurion Beach Armoured 
Recovery Vehicle   
The Real Thing Photo File: Centurion BARV 
Forward to Stanley: Steve Noble uses some old favourites for this vignette 
Bringing Tamiya’s Sdkfz 232 into the 21st Century: David Grummitt revisits Tamiya’s golden oldie 
A Lazy Man’s Diorama: Mark Howard shows that you don’t always have to build your own diorama base 
For the Emperor: Paul Bennett presents the first MMI aero/armour/softskin diorama 
So They Got ‘Stop Gaps’! Barry Wilkinson combines two such vehicles of 1939-40 
‘Think Big’ - the Annual 1:6 Model Competition. 

Model Military International. 
Issue 14 - published on 3rd May 2007  
PREVIEW: Dragon’s latest Sd.Kfz.234 eight wheeler, the Puma, Keith Goldsworthy takes a look in the 
box of Resicast’s ex DD Sherman ;Cyber-Hobby 1:35 Kübelwagen ambulance with German medical 
team & Smart Kit M51 Isherman from Dragon 
ACHZARIT: Cromwell Models 1:72 IDF Achzarit APC 
 WADI WARRIOR PART 2 describes techniques used for last month’s Academy Warrior 
THIRSTY FOX: Dragon’s Panzer III in a desert setting 
M4 MUCKY: Andrew Dextras details and weathers the Tamiya 1:48 Sherman M4 
CHAINGUN CHOPPER: Full size AH-64D Apache helicopter walk-around 
GULF WAR GRAFFITI: imaginative diorama based around the 1991 Gulf War 

Model Aircraft Monthly. 
May 07, on sale 28 April. 
 
Sea Harrier Colours: colours worn by the  
Sea Harrier FRS.1s involved in the Falklands War  



Harrier GR.3: details and the colours of the Harrier GR.3s used by No 1(F) Squadron  
RAF during the Falklands War  
The Unforgotten Falklands: The Fleet Air Arm Museum Remembers the Falklands Conflict with the opening 
of a new South Atlantic Exhibition 
‘La Muerte Negra’: Sea Harrier FRS.1 – how to improve the Airfix 1/48 scale Sea Harrier FRS.1 kit 
Westland Lynx: the use of the Westland Lynx in both Royal Navy and Argentinean Armada service during 
the Falklands War, and models a pair from the opposing sides in 1/72 scale 
Retaking South Georgia: The Westland Wessex was without doubt the most numerous helicopter to be used 
by the Falklands Task Force. One of these would arguably become the single most famous helicopter to 
emerge from the entire conflict and its name was ‘Humphrey’  
Scouts and Gazelles: describes their operations and models a 656 Squadron Scout and a 3 Commando 
Brigade Air Squadron (CBAS) Gazelle in 1/72 scale 
Black Buck Vulcan: ‘Rebuilds’ a previously-made Airfix 1/72 scale Vulcan B.2 into an award-winning ‘Black 
Buck’ bomber – using a Flight Path detail set 
Black Buck Victor: Revell 1/72 scale Victor as a ‘Black Buck’ tanker – using a Flight Path detail set 
16pg Supplement sponsored by Squadron: Air Wars Part 2; Argentine Air Power In the Falklands/Malvinas 
War 
Fold-out Scale Plans: by Len Whalley Anson Mk I: 4 pages in 1/48 Not sure which side used these in the 
Falklands War! 

Model Airplane International. 
Issue 22- published on 26th April 2007  
• Kwik Build: Dragon 1:48 Ju 88P-1 by Nick J. Wigman 
• Kwik Build: Hasegawa 1:32 Ju 87D by Steve A. Evans 
• Kwik Build: MPM 1:72 Meteor FR Mk 9 by Libor Jekl 
• That others may live A stunning update combining the Fujimi and Italeri 1:72 MH-53J kits by Juanjo 
Dominguez Calvo 
• Tony at 32 The new MDC 1:32 Kawasaki Ki-61 Hien by Andy Ieronymides 
• Desert Hunter Mike Grant completes his Revell 1:72 Hunter F Mk 6 in a fetching desert scheme 
• Falklands War 25th Anniversary Special 6 pages of colour profiles of the combatants by Richar J. 
Caruana, plus details of related kits, decals and books 
• Red Racer Alan Bottoms builds the Aerotech 1:32 D.H.88 Comet to perfection 

Scale Models International. 
May 07, on sale 28 April. 
 
'Cavallino Rampante': Super Ferrari 500 F2, 1953, CMC 1:18, 
Diecast collectable 
More Frank Talk: Nakajima Ki-84 Hayate Type 4, Hasegawa 
1:32 
Vehicle Set: M3 Haltrack, GPA Amphibian, Academy 1:72 
The Future of Law Enforcement is Here; ED-209, Hot Toys 1:6, Diecast collectable 
TVR & Lotus: New Sargaris and Elise S2, di Modelcraft 1:18, ecast reviews 
SMI Junior: regular spot for the less experienced and younger modeller  
Colourful Cormorant:Testors 
Military Figures: Oryon 1:32, Diecast collectable 
Slot Racing: In the Slot 

Scale Auto. 
June 07 
Hot Rod Engines part 3: by Tim Boyd: Early Hemis, Nailheads, and more 
NNL West 2007: Top models from Santa Clara 
Superdetail a stocker by Mark Batson: Aftermarket parts add "thunder" to R-M''s Chevy Lumina kit 
Stock car building tips:L by Mark Batson, Cly Kemp, Dave Thibodeau  
Three experts show you how to improve your NASCAR buildups 
Build a better Buick race car: by Drew Hierwarter: Richmond's Riverside Regal 
Expanded review: Camaro by Bob Downie: An up-close look at AMT/Ertl's hot new kit 
 



Scale Aviation Modeller International. 
May 07, on sale 28 April. 
 
Avro Anson by David Batt Classic Airframes Avro Anson Mk I 
Scale Plans by Len Whalley; Artwork by John Fox 
Super Stallion by Garry Prettyman Academy’s 1/48 scale 
Sikorsky CH-53E Super Stallion 
Spirit of St Louis by Tony Grand  Revell’s new kit of his famous mount 
Mirage IV by Angus McDonald A 50p ‘bargain box’ buy proved a challenging build for Angus McDonald 
RAF Hercules C.5 by Mike Williams turns Italeri’s Lockheed Martin C-130J into an accurate RAF Hercules 
C.5 
Heritage Show Gary Hatcher Doncaster Aeroventure Museum 
Scaling Down by Angus McDonald and Gary Hatcher 1/144 Tu-95MS Bear-H 
World of Flight Aircraft Guide Part Five – Fw 190 Fifth in a 12-part series 

Scale Aircraft Modelling. 
Aircraft in Profile: North American X-15: Terry Panopalis recounts the astounding history of the hypersonic X-
15, while David Howley provides colour artwork 
Extreme Rhinoplasty: Building Lockheed's Mach 3 A-12 Continuing the high-speed theme, Robert Keddie 
produced a 1:72 scale A-12 by radically altering the Italeri YF-12 kit and moulding his own parts 
A Pair of Sixes: Revell's 1:32 scale Hunter F.Mk 6 
Modelling Masterclass: Part 20: Decaling by Vic Scheuerman 
SAM Plans: Henschel Hs 126  Peter Green illustrates the big reconnaissance aircraft in 1:48 scale 
On Tow!: Building Pavla's Martinet Tony O'Toole worked hard at his 1:72 Martinet - especially its paint 
scheme - to achieve a stunning result from a limited-run kit  
Occasional Colours: Fokker D.VII Ian Holmes takes a first, surprisingly colourful look at the Fokker D.VII 

Tamiya Modelling Magazine. 
Issue 149, June 07, £3.25. 
 

Plenty of good motorsport articles again this month. Tamiya’s 1/24 Ferrari FXX & 1/20 Wolf WR-1 build 
articles plus a quick review of Tamiya’s 1/24 Lexus SC430 2006 Super GT championship winning race car 

There is the first of a two part Me262 diorama build. Unusually there is no military vehicle in-depth build, but 
there are contemporary and recent photos of full sized DUKW-353 

We have quick reviews of Dragon’s Premium edition Soviet SU-100 Tank Destroyer; Model Victoria’s Fiat 
MOD.626 NL truck, Perfect Scale Modellbau’s M74 ARV, all in 1/35 scale. There is also Tamiya’s 1/16 
Panther Ausf G (Sd.kfz.171),  

New Plastic. 

Tamiya have announced the release of their F-16CJ (Block 50) Fighting Falcon 
in 1/48 scale. Looks to be a top quality kit. 

Tasca’s Firefly VC tank in 1/35 scale is getting top reviews and is well worth the 
purchase if you fancy a go at a superb quality tank model. Cromwell Models 
have released a very dramatic looking PaK44 anti tank gun. They have also 
issued an ambulance conversion for a Steyr 1500 which Lisa might be 
interested in. 

For you figure painting enthusiasts, my eye was attracted to Miniature Alliance’s 
British Paratrooper, Arnhem 1944 in 90mm size. The figure looks really good 
on the box art.  

If anything else comes to your attention, please let me know and I’ll pass it on to others. 



Dan Parratt. 

Many of us received an email from Dan Parratt to keep us informed of how is latest model car build is 
progressing. Go to http://www.mgmodelplus.eu/dbp_diary.htm to see for yourself and find out more about the 
essential cuisine to complement your modeling experience! 

Humbrol Aerosol Matt Varnish. 

Ever seen a finely detailed model diorama very nearly completely ruined at the very last stage of construction 
by matt varnish that turns opaque white? This distressing result happened to Jim Baumann and can be seen 
on http://www.shipmodels.info/mwphpBB2/viewtopic.php?t=21056  

I suggest that you take extra care using this material, whether applying by brush or rattle-can. There are 
reports that the newer formulation of this varnish doesn’t dry to a matt finish. The other thing is that Humbrol 
paints are now being produced in China and so there may be some quality issues until they get themselves 
sorted. If you do use the product, check it thoroughly using a scrap model first of all. 

Jim was lucky to have chanced upon a solution: cyanoacrylate accelerator spray. Whilst working on another 
model, some overspray landed on the diorama and revived the colour. So after a trial run, he then sprayed 
the entire thing (with windows open to vent away the smell) with the accelerator and, once that had 
evaporated away, applied a different matt varnish to complete the job. 

REVELL-MONOGRAM NEWS 

Many thanks to Phil, Simon & Richard P for this news release….. 

Champaign, Illinois, May 2, 2007 - Hobbico, Inc. announced today that it has 
acquired Revell-Monogram. Revell will continue to operate from its 
Northbrook, Illinois headquarters and will be led by Jim Foster, the company's 
President since 2002 and a hobby industry veteran for over 40 years. 

Revell is a world wide leader in detailed, scale model kits including cars, 
trucks, ships, and planes. Founded over 60 years ago, the company markets 
under the brands of Revell and Monogram which were combined in 1986. In 
September 2006, Revell's European business was sold to a group led by 
Revell GmbH management. 

Hobbico is the world's leading manufacturer, distributor and retailer of model 
hobby products, including radio controlled models, plastic model kits, trains 
and other hobby products. The employee-owned company sells products 
through hobby shops, toy stores, chain stores as well as its retail subsidiary, 
Tower Hobbies. 

"Revell has had seven different owners over the last 37 years," said Jim 
Foster, "but this new combination with Hobbico represents a unique 
partnership that provides stability for the company's dedicated staff and the 
resources they need to create exciting new models. Hobbico understands 
what's important to serious modelers. Joining the strengths of the two 
companies will lead to products that modelers will really appreciate." 

Revell's research and development staff includes many talented professionals 
who have been with the company for as long as five decades. They will 
continue to manage the creation and manufacturing of all new and existing 
products from their facility in the Chicago area. 

"Many modelers who fly or drive R/C got their start in the hobby by building a plastic model kit," said Wayne 
Hemming, President of Hobbico. "Plastic kits are the foundation of model building. We are committed to 
giving Revell the support it needs to continue its 60-year tradition of quality and excellence in plastic 
models." 

The Revell and Monogram brands both originated in 1945. Revell started out with plastic toys. Their first 
plastic model kits sold in 1951 were a series of vintage cars called Revell Highway Pioneers. The first model 
was a 1913 Maxwell, a car made famous by comedian Jack Benny. 

Only in Australia………         

…..could you find an 
engine starter fluid 

called this!       



Monogram started with wooden ship models and progressed to flying control-line and free flight airplanes as 
well as CO2-powered cars. Their first all-plastic kit, a midget racing car, came in 1954 and sold for 98¢. Next 
came a Hot Rod and a Racing Speedboat which both were sold as "Snap-Fit and Press-Fit for Jiffy 
Assembly." 

"Both Revell and Monogram have produced literally thousands of different models over their long history," 
said Jim Foster. "Every effort has been made to preserve the production tooling for possible future re-
releases. Over the coming years, we will work to not only create exciting new releases, but also bring back 
many classic favorites from years gone by." 

Modellbrno 2007 model contest. 

I saw an advert in this month’s Military Modelling International that I just had to contact the editor about….. 
Hi Tony, 
Are my eyes deceiving me? 
The advert for Modellbrno 2007 on page 43 of May's magazine mentions a "very rare and traditional 
competition in throwing the built models"! Can you get some more facts for me? I would like to know: 

• Do you throw your own model or other people's?  

• Are only aircraft thrown, or tanks and ships as well?  

• How is the competition scored: distance thrown (I presume this is based on "scale distance" so a 
1/35 tank has to go at least twice as far as a 1/76 one), number of bounces, or is it the number 
of pieces it breaks into? 

• Do you throw the models at each other, or does everyone throw them at the winner of the "Best 
in show"? 

Do tell, your readership is crying out to know!!!! 
After an exchange of emails, he led me to the following: 

"The very best Modeller alias Butcher of the Year" in throwing the built model.  

The principle is that the modeller throws (with any kind of throwing technique) the built model and top-
qualified referee will measure achieved distance. The first touch with the ground will be considered as a 
basic point for the distance measurement. The model's wrecks shall not be taken into account. This contest 
could attend any kind of plastic kit no matter the scale or category. However, only mainstream or short-run 
kits are allowed. That means that resin kits, vacuforms, die-cast kits can not enter the contest, but the 
aftermaket items made of these materials are permitted. The kits shall be built and painted. Filling the 
models with plasticine, lead or other heavy stuff shall be considered as a doping and such a kit shall be 
disqualify (owner of this kit will be penalised by a tot of first class whiskey on behalf of all attendee 
modellers!). Furthermore, the following models are not permitted too: balsa, paper models and models driven 
by engine, rubber, etc., figures and dioramas as well. Weight category is unlimited for both the attendants 
and the models, aftermarket items (etched or resin parts) are allowed as well. 

Measured distance will be converted to points in ratio 0,1 meter = 1 point. In case two or more modellers 
achieve the same point rating, they will be ask to pick up a wreck of their model to attend a second (hopefully 
final) round. 

The enrolment is the same as for the other categories and the models (or the wrecks) will be displayed at 
reserved area before and after the contest!rmaket items made of these materials are permitted. The kits shall 
be built and painted. Filling the models with plasticine, lead or other heavy stuff shall be considered as a 
doping and such a kit shall be disqualify (owner of this kit will be penalised by a tot of first class whiskey on 
behalf of all attendee modellers!). Furthermore, the following models are not permitted too: balsa, paper 
models and models driven by engine, rubber, etc., figures and dioramas as well. Weight category is unlimited 
for both the attendants and the models, aftermarket items (etched or resin parts) are allowed as well. 

Measured distance will be converted to points in ratio 0,1 meter = 1 point. In case two or more modellers 
achieve the same point rating, they will be ask to pick up a wreck of their model to attend a second (hopefully 
final) round. 

The enrolment is the same as for the other categories and the models (or the wrecks) will be displayed at 
reserved area before and after the contest! 



Results are definitive and any kind of protest is not allowed! This contest is intended for modellers over 18 
years old. 

Salisbury Model Centre. 

During our visit to IPMS Salisbury, Romsey Modellers were kindly offered discounts on purchases and the 
supply of items from Hannants. So please bear this in mind when you are looking to buy and do mention that 
you are a member of the Romsey club. 

Club Table. 

Many thanks for the ideas passed to me about displaying the club logo and name on the table at shows. Lisa 
is progressing with the logo that will be some 10 to 12” in height. What we were not so sure about when we 
spoke last month was the size, style and positioning of the wording. 

I think the most practical solution is to have a backing piece of fabric in black (to match the tablecloth) that 
can be draped down the front of the table to whatever height we want. For example, if we are selling stuff 
beneath the table we can set it high enough to be out of the way. 

I propose that we put the logo centrally at the bottom with “Romsey Modellers” written above it. I have taken 
into account Keith’s comments that it can be difficult to see what is written on the front of a club stand at 
shows where the isles are narrow and the show is busy with visitors. So under these conditions, we can raise 
the cloth so the “Romsey Modellers” wording is visible on top of the table and leave the logo down the front 
or, when we have plenty of table space, have the entire thing on the top of the table. 

What do you think to the idea? 

Masking Techniques & Short Cuts. 

Masking a model for painting can be a real drudge. You might spend what seems an age getting everything 
ready and then find applying the paint takes just an instant and the next thing you know you are removing all 
that material that you had put so much time and effort into applying. So anything that cuts down on this is 
bound to be useful, so I asked Ben, Les, Paul & Vic for their ideas and added them to my own for the 
following list. Naturally, if you have any others then please let me know and I’ll put them in next month’s 
Update. I’ll write as if we are talking about masking an aircraft model, but obviously the techniques can be 
applied to any subject, including figurines. 

Let’s start with the masking of cavities in the aircraft, such as cockpits and wheel wells, before applying the 
main colour to the model. Pieces of sponge foam, such as that used for packaging, can be pressed inside. 
My preference, however, is moistened Kleenex tissue folded up to fit in place. I then apply some diluted 
white PVA glue to the surface to firm it up and stop it from falling out once the tissue dries. (When you come 
to remove the tissue, wet it first and then it will come out easily). You may sometimes want to close the gap 
around the cavity, so a piece of card can be trimmed to fit the opening and pressed in, on top of the tissue, I 
have also used micromesh, rather than card, and it has worked well. You may need to finish off by using 
liquid masking fluid to get a neat edge.  

Small details can also be masked off using masking fluid. Humbrol’s Maskol is the most common variety, but 
note that it contains ammonia that will act to dissolve Johnson’s Klear, so avoid using this fluid over 
transparencies that have been treated in this way. I also have some Ambroid E Z Mask (which, 
unsurprisingly, is American), a blue coloured liquid mask that can be trimmed to shape with a scalpel blade 
when set. I have had big problems using this over large areas, but it is okay for masking small areas so long 
as they do not have delicate details as you may have to get brutal in removing the mask. I have also 
purchased some Microscale Micromask that is supposed to do much the same as E Z Mask, but have not 
yet given it a try. Note that liquid masking fluids can be useful for sealing up any gaps you may have 
inadvertently left (or can arise later as sometimes the tape starts to lift off) with masking tape (or any other 
material we will be talking about later). So it can be useful to slap some of this stuff over your masking to 
make sure everything is sealed up before applying paint. 

Blu-Tack (or similar product) is also useful for masking purposes. Makes that do not leave a stain are best 
suited to our needs. It can be applied to small details and teased into position using a cocktail stick. It can 
also be rolled into “sausages” and applied to the model at the edge of camouflaged areas: the diameter of 
the sausage controls the amount of feathering you get along the edge. If you want a sharp edge, then it is 
better to use tape or liquid mask. You will then need to fill the spaces between the sausages that are not to 



be painted and there are some options here. You could use liquid mask. For flattish areas you could use 
paper masks, and this includes copying out the camouflage pattern from the kit instructions (correcting for 
size) and cutting pieces out from this. Frisk Film is a transparent or tinted film with a low strength tack 
adhesive that is specifically made for making airbrush masks or stencils (I find the edge of the film – where it 
has been exposed to air – often lacks any stick so it is best to trim the edge away). Another option is “Silly 
Putty” that can be teased into shape and does not leave any residues behind (whereas materials such as 
Plasticene can leave oily marks). 

All of the above are “fixed masks”. “Loose masks” are also valuable, and these are intended to be moved 
from place to place or where you are working on a localised area. “Post-It Notes” are one of the most useful, 
but even a piece of card held in place by hand or Blu-Tack can be used. Note that the sharpness of the paint 
edge relates to the distance the mask is held above the model, which in some instances is useful and in 
others a nuisance. The mask can be cut to a particular curve (I often do this during an airbrushing session: 
you don’t have to prepare everything in advance). You can also tear the loose mask to get a feathered edge 
which can be useful. A related idea is to pierce holes in paper and use this as a loose mask when applying a 
mottled camouflage scheme. 

Quite often you may have applied the main colour to your model and now want to paint some detail (such as 
the nose of a jet) and need to mask off most of the model. A quick and easy way to do this is to use a 
polythene bag (sandwich bags are particularly good). Cut away a corner and put the model in the bag with 
the nose protruding from the cut corner. Seal around the hole with masking tape. Another useful material for 
this is Clingfilm. Use either in large pieces to cover an entire wing, or in strips wound around the fuselage. 
Tape down the end of the Clingfilm to stop it unwinding. This technique is particularly useful for figure 
painting, as you can mask off small awkwardly shaped pieces (bent arms and legs) quite easily and without 
leaving behind any adhesive residues on the surface. However, definitely slap some liquid mask over the top 
to make sure all gaps are sealed off. 

Last, but by no means least, we come to the art of masking canopies. The easiest solution (I hope, having 
just purchased some, but not yet tried them) is to use pre-cut masks. Eduard are the most well known, but 
Montex and Black-Box (Meteor Productions) also do them. You may have to use a liquid mask to fill in parts 
of the glazing, so note the point made earlier if you have used Johnson’s Klear. Talking about Montex, note 
you can now obtain masking sets for particular kits that include national markings, serial codes and wheel 
masks so you can paint these on. I think that is a terrific idea, and have purchased a set of USN national 
markings to try out on a 1/48 scale F4U Corsair (these ones actually came from Eduard). 

You can also use masking tape to cut your own canopy masks. One method is to place the tape onto the 
canopy and mark around the frame edge before removing the tape, cutting it to size, and then reattaching it. 
That’s not my way, though. I prefer to cut it in-situ (so long as the frame edge is sufficiently well defined). Use 
a new scalpel blade (Swann Morton 15C is particularly good for this) and lightly cut through the tape. Curved 
edges can be tricky, so you may have to resort to liquid masks in these areas. If the glazed area is curved, I 
prefer to use a number of pieces of tape to avoid the need for the tape to be stretched to fit: this often results 
in glue residues being left on the canopy after the tape is removed. I would normally use Tamiya tape, but 
Bare Metal Foil is also worth a try. Apply the tape lightly to the part. Use a chisel edged cocktail stick to press 
the tape down along the edge of the frame and to leave a guide for the scalpel blade to follow. When the 
time comes to paint, it may be worth applying some Humbrol Satincoat first of all (noting concerns about 
Humbrol products mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter) to seal the edges so that no coloured paint can 
creep under the mask onto the glazing. Then apply the colour of the internal framing before you proceed to 
give the model a coat of primer. Your canopy masks will generally stay in place right through the model 
painting process, being removed as one of the final steps. Before removing the mask, lightly run your sharp 
scalpel blade around the edge to cut through the paint film: this should reduce the risk of peeling away the 
paint from the frame when you remove the tape. 

Note however, that you may elect to mask the entire canopy and add the framing later by applying strips of 
clear decal film that has been painted firstly the colour of the interior and then that of the exterior. Curved 
corners will then need to be touched in by hand. 

Next Meeting: June 20 

 

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com 


