
 

 

June 2007. 

Romsey Modellers: How it all began…… 
Tonight is Les Cooper’s last club night with us. Our President and Founder, yes, the “big cheese” himself, is off to 
Gloucester to boost and spur-on their modelling talent. Leaving us to wallow, completely rudderless (what do you mean 
“no change there, then!”). So before we say our farewells to Les and send him on his way, I asked him to record for us 
some notes about the history of the club….. 
  
I moved to Romsey in 1999/2000 to live with Barbara after living in Waterlooville for several years after my 
move from London. I was a regular member of IPMS Portsmouth before moving to Romsey. The travelling to 
and from Cowplain where the club met was just too much for my small car. I had no idea there was an IPMS 
Southampton branch that I could have attended! If I had known about Southampton I would not have made 
the first move to try and start a model club in Romsey. 
 
I placed an ad in the monthly Romsey Gazette that is delivered free to your door. It went along the lines of  
“Are you a model maker and would you like to meet like minded modellers”. I think the ad went out in late 
2000 and a few days later the phone rang and it was Dougy Wotton followed a day or so later by a call from 
John Cox. They both told me about IPMS Southampton and John took me down to their next meeting where 
I met Dougy and the rest of the members. At this point I would have happily discontinued trying to form a 
new model club, but both Dougy and John insisted that there was a need to start a new club in the Romsey 
area. The first few meetings were held in the old Royal British Legion branch in Latimer St, Romsey where 
John was in the committee. They were not well attended and I was downhearted at the lack of response and 
ready to throw in the towel. 
  
The room we met in at the Legion was not conducive to a new model club. Luckily there was one person who 
wanted this club to grow more than me and that was John. He encouraged me to carry on and he organised 
a new meeting hall: the Red Cross hall in Great Well Drive. Again this was through John's volunteer work 
with the Red Cross. Up until now John had been able to obtain the meeting rooms at no cost but that had to 
change. By now we had a few regular members which I am sorry to say we poached from IMPS 
Southampton and we were just about able to afford the cost of the hire (my apologies, Simon, for stealing 
your members away). 
 
Our first 'outing' to put on a display came courtesy of an invite from the model railway exhibition that is on 
every year at the Cornfield Hall in Romsey. Gary Bezant, Pat and I put on a display for the two days of the 
show. Gary's large scale R/C Tamiya Tiger Tank created a lot of interest and some raised eyebrows when it 
thundered around the hall making lots of tank type noises and the children thought it was great fun.  
 
Over the next few years we attended many shows as well as The Mountbatten School model show: our local 
event. This has been a great advertisement for Romsey Modellers in the last four years, our displays 
showing the variety of different subjects the members build. It has not just been the display models that have 
created the attention, with Pat, Vic, Paul and Ben building models to show how its done and talking to 
members of the public who may be future Romsey Modellers. The enthusiasm of the club comes over at 
these events, which is very important for the future of Romsey Modellers.  
 
Romsey Modellers has grown to its present size through the support of its members. I may have got the ball 
rolling but its down to you that the club is as healthy as it is. Since Pat took over the reins he has worked 
very hard to keep up this momentum and with your help has done a fabulous job. And he makes very good 
models too! Always remember that modelling is a hobby to enjoy, whether it’s working on your latest 
project at home or attending a club outing. Some People will say it’s an affliction because none of us can 
stop buying new models whatever we may say about downsizing. 
  
I am sorry to be leaving but I must start my married life to my wonderful Pauline. I know Romsey Modellers 
will carry on with Pat at the helm and a strong membership that can only go from strength to strength. Please 



support Pat as much as possible to keep this the happy and friendly club that this has grown to be. If I 
am unable to find the right club in Cheltenham I may well have to start up the satellite branch of Romsey 
Modellers so watch this space.  
If you are ever in the Cheltenham area please call in: you will be most welcome! 

Events Since We Last Met. 

IPMS-UK Salisbury Model Show. 
Paul Adams and I had a most enjoyable time on the club stand and it was a pleasure to see so many club 
members come along to the show. Brian Sampson emailed me afterwards to say that “whilst on my 
wandering, I couldn’t help noticing that although there were many superb displays and modellers were 
looking at them, Romsey seemed to be conversing more than any of the others: maybe it was the small table 
and work in progress that drew then in”. I’m glad that is the case, as it certainly makes the day more 
interesting, worthwhile and pleasurable for those on the club table. 

Forthcoming Events. 

RNAS Yeovilton Air Day 2007 
2007 sees the 25th Anniversary of the 
Falklands War. As the mounting base 
for the majority of Royal Navy aircraft, 
crews and maintainers which took part 
in that historic operation, Royal Naval 
Air Station Yeovilton will be marking 
the anniversary with the presence of 
Falklands era aircraft at their 
International Air Day on Saturday 7th July 2007.  
However, the main purpose of the Air Day is to showcase current and future RN aircraft and underline the 
enduring importance of maritime air power to our island nation. As in earlier years, this will be achieved 
through extensive flying and static aircraft display and an exposition of equipment, which will be on show to 
an expected audience of 40,000 people.  
The roles of Royal Navy in the 21st century include protection of sea lanes, intelligence gathering, counter 
narcotics, delivering humanitarian aid, peacekeeping and, ultimately, war-fighting. 25 years on from the 
Falklands conflict and fast approaching the 100th anniversary of the birth of Naval Aviation, in 1909, the 
Fleet Air Arm remains at the forefront of this effort, offering today’s successors of those pioneering Naval 
aviators an exciting and rewarding career. 

Flying Legends Air Show, Duxford. 
Presented by The Fighter Collection and Imperial War Museum 
Duxford, two days of world-class flying at Europe’s premier warbirds air 
show is being held on Saturday 7 & Sunday 8 July  see 
www.iwm.org.uk/duxford for further details. 
Surely one of the world’s greatest air shows, Flying Legends returns to 
Duxford for the annual and magical two-day show featuring the best of 
the ‘warbirds’ – classic American and European piston-engine combat 
aircraft – seen in an event full of sound and colour. It’s an event that just has to be experienced at first hand, 
as no mere description can do justice to the excitement generated by the individual and formation flying, with 
both days culminating in a spectacular mass flypast.  
The gates will open at 8am and the flying display will start at 1.45pm. All flying is subject to serviceability, 
weather and operational commitments. 

Twyford Waterworks. 
As a result of a conversation with Keith Hawkins at the Salisbury Show, we have been invited to the first 
model show at Twyford Water Works, Hazeley Road, Twyford, SO21 1NH on Sunday 8th July. Doors open 
to the public at 11:00 am and close at 4:00 pm. I’m not sure what we are letting ourselves in for and how 
many visitors it will attract, so we’ll have to wait and see. 



Netley Marsh Steam Rally. 
…. Are having a models marquee for the first time and we have been invited to have a stand at this. I’ve 
been to the show in the past and thought it was great fun, so I’m looking forward to going along to this. Much 
like the Twyford Water Works event, I don’t know what to expect so will have to wait and see. The show is 
open on 20, 21 & 22 July, so clashes with the event at Explosion!…….  

Model Warship Weekend at Explosion!, Gosport.. 
I have contacted Explosion!, Priddy’s Hard, Gosport, PO12 4LE (www.explosion.org.uk) and arranged for a 
club table at this event being held on 21st and 22nd of July. 
 
Last year, we joined forces with IPMS South Hants for the Model Warships Weekend. This year, I 
have invited them to join us for all three of the above shows. They will be with us at Twyford on 8 
July. Provisionally, they will do Explosion! on Saturday 21 July and Netley on Sunday 22 July. I 
intend to go to Netley on the Saturday and do Explosion! on Sunday: that way we can over both 
events over that weekend. If any of you wish to man the club stand (you will be made welcome to join 
with us or with South Hants) then please let me know in advance if you can. 
 
I don’t have details of any other shows in our area during July: if you know of any then please contact me. 

What the papers say…… 

The Aeroplane. 
The Phantom of the Ruhr: with the BBMF's Lancaster now painted as the Phantom of the Ruhr, Martin W. 
Bowman tells the full story of EE139, the original “centurion” Phantom.  
Neville Duke — A Tribute: Air Cdr Graham Pitchfork looks at the life and times of an outstanding aviator.  
Sisters Under the Skin? the Hawker Nimrod Mk I and Mk II are compared by the Editor, with exclusive air-
to-air pictures by Richard Paver.  
The Westland Wapiti the development and career of the dependable Wapiti biplane of the 1930s, which 
served on the RAF's front line with distinction in some of the harshest environments in the world, before 
going on to operate with the fledgling Indian Air Force. Includes scale drawings of the Mks IA, IIA and IV by 
Tim Hall and Frank Munger's superb Wapiti cutaway illustration.  
Keeping Sweden's Classic Jets Flying: report on Swedish historic jet operations.  
A Walrus Among the Crocodiles West African escapades during 1944, told by George Povey OBE.  
From Provost to Scimitar: first of a two-part account of Royal Navy fighter pilot John Middleton's career.  
Once Upon a Time in the West: de Havilland biplane commercial airline operations in the West of England. 

Air Modeler    June 07 
Navy Pride - Trumpeter's 1:48th scale Vigilante modelled by 
Albert Turecze 
The North American Vigilante - David Doyle looks at the 
history of the high-tech Navy jet 
Nachtjäger - Christian Kirchhoff describes the building of his 
Bf 109K4 Nightfighter 
SBD-3 Dauntless - In part one of a two part feature Fanch 
Lubin describes the techniques he used on the large scale Trumpeter kit 
Xtreme Detail - The SBD-3 Dauntless 
Forgotten Yak - weathering techniques used to recreate an abandoned Korean veteran 

Fine Scale Modeler       July 07 
Painting D-day invastion stripes  
It's not about the plane  
Building the world's fastest X-15  
Detailing Italeri's Harley-Davidson  
Build your first all-resin tanks: Part One  
Workbench Reviews Trumpeter's M1126 Stryker (ICV); Tamiya F-16CJ Block 50 Fighting Falcon Italeri Elco 
80' Torpedo Boat PT-596 Revell Germany Lockheed L.1049G Super Constellation Tristar PzKpfw I Ausf A 
(SdKfz 101) Trumpeter PzKpfw IV Ausf D/E Fahrgestell Roden RAF S.E.5a Trumpeter U.S. Navy F9F-2 
Panther Italeri Camionetta AS 42 Sahariana 



Military In Scale.     July 07 

AIRCRAFT 
JUGGERNAUT! We’ve waited a long time for a decent large scale T’Bolt – but no more. 
Hasegawa’s 1/32 kit is superb and well worth checking out, which is why the Editor has decided 
to build ‘two’ for this month’s in-depth feature 
GLOSTER’S FLYING FLAT IRON A stunning shape and a brilliant subject for a model. This month build 
Dynavector’s excellent kit, finishing it in a very striking colour scheme 
JAVELIN CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS Plenty of inspiration for builders of Dynavector’s 1/48 kit 
ARMOUR 
ONE SMART PANZER Nick Shuttleworth adds to his Panzer I collection as he builds Dragon’s new 
‘Smart Kit’ – a perfect description as it turns out... 
HEAVY LOAD Ken Duffey needed a load for his huge AN-22 and what better an equally huge SCUD 
launcher? Ken builds Jadar Models’ kit, offering up plenty of construction tips along the way 
AN ITALIAN TIGER? Pat Johnston keeps his eye firmly on his 1/48 collection as he Tamiya’s Tiger I. 
Photo-etched details and a fancy colour scheme improve the basic kit... 
A FEROCIOUS, CAMOUFLAGED PATTON Ashley Webb takes out the paintbrushes to 
finish his Dragon M46 a very striking colour scheme. Who says American armour’s drab..?! 

Model Aircraft Monthly.    June 07, on sale 28 May, £3.80 
This month’s issue has an article by our very own Gary Jarman! 
MA IA-58 Pucará: Argentina’s ‘Flying Fortress’ 
Diego Rohas describes and illustrates the development and operational history of the FMA IA-58 Pucará 
Falklands War Pucará a pair IA.58 Pucarás in Falklands War schemes – in 1/72 and 1/48 scales 

SAR Sea King HAR.3 a Falklands War period RAF Search and Rescue Sea King 
Sea King and Wessex During the 1982 Falklands conflict the RN FAA used two types of helicopter 
Scout into Wasp Gary Jarman Converts the Airfix 1/72 Westland Scout in to a Westland Wasp 
Falklands Phantom Modelling one of the Phantom FGR.2s deployed to the Falkland Islands after the 
conflict, plus photos 
Mediterranean Zerstörer: Revell 1/48 scale Ju 88C-6 Zerstörer in a striking Mediterranean Theatre scheme 
Israeli Avia Yoav Efrati builds a pair of AML’s new 1/72 scale Avia S-199 ‘Sakeen’ – in early and late colour 
schemes 
Suicide Sonia Randy Lutz takes a look in his loft and builds the old Nichimo 1/48 scale Mitsubishi Ki-51 
‘Sonia’ assault bomber... 
NZ’s Last Fighter? Italeri’s 1/72 scale A-4E/F Skyhawk as an RNZAF machine, with a little help 
from Eduard 
Time Fliers Profiles of aircraft of the combatant nations in the first year of the WWI 

Model Military International.   Issue 15, July 07. 
 
» PREVIEW Dragon Models ‘Premium Edition’ Soviet SU-100 
» ON A CRUSADE The Editor returns to modeling with Tamiya’s quarter scale Crusader in the desert 
» PANZER POUNDER: some excellent reference photos on this devastating British anti-tank gun 
» RECON IN RUSSIA Kev Smith reviews Italeri’s Sahariana reconnaissance car 
» PREVIEW SKP Models injection moulded Humber Scout Car 
» JOURNEY’S END Matt Edwards replicates an Ardennes scene that caught his eye 
» PANTHER TRACKS Sam Dwyer builds Dragon’s Smart Kit Final Panther G 
» FOREST MANAGEMENT... The Editor gets stuck into another of these superbly simple kits 
» PREVIEW Tamiya’s new 1:48 Wirbelwind gets checked out by Luke Pitt 
» PREVIEW Our second Tamiya 1:48 preview, the Panzer III N 
» LENINGRAD DEFENDER Luciano Rodriguez finishes Tamiya’s 1:48 KV-1 in a funky camo scheme 

Scale Aviation Modeller International.    June 07, on sale 28 May, £3.95. 
Volksjager! 1/32 Revell Heinkel He 162 Salamander with Airwaves Update set. 



F-16CJ Falcon 1/48 Tamiya  F-16CJ Fighting Falcon 
Feathered Friend 1/32 Airshow Models Christen Eagle aerobatic biplane with photos of the full-size by Mike 
Jerram 
Black Beauty 1/32 Revell Hawker Hunter in the colours of RAF aerobatic team the Black Arrows, formed 50 

years ago. History of the Black Arrows and contemporary photos by Mike Jerram 
Staggerwing! 1/48 AMT/ESCI Beech G17S converted as a WWII Royal Navy Traveller II, with photos of the 
full-size aircraft by Mike Jerram 
Schneider First 1/48 Special Hobby’s Sopwith Schneider floatplane as the Tabloid conversion that started 
the Schneider Trophy contest 
Scaling Down 1/144 Revell ‘99 Red Balloons’ Five Panavia Tornadoes finished in German 
Luftwaffe/Marineflieger colours 
World of Flight Aircraft Guide Part Six – Hurricane 

Scale Models International.   June 07, on sale 28 May, £3.80. 

FXX-Rated Ferrari Ferrari FXX Hotwheels 1:18 Diecast collectable 
Stealth Fighter F-117A Nighthawk Italeri 1:48 Plastic build 
The 'Tiniest' Tank M8 A1 Tamiya 1:72 Plastic conversion 
Diecast Aviation MiG-29, F-4 Phantom Franklin Mint 1:48 Diecast collectable 
Sixties, Sun, Surf & VWs! Beetles and Microbus 1:18 Diecast collectible 
I'll Be Back The Terminator 'Laid Bare' Sideshow Collectibles 1:1, 1:2, 1:4 Figures Metal collectable figures 
The Last Hurrah! Ensign Miniatures1:25 Metal collectable figures 
Slot Racing In the Slot 
Webmaster Spiderman Sideshow Collectibles Polystone 

Tamiya Modelling Magazine.    Issue 141 July 07 
 
Yet again another inspiring and tempting selection of model builds, new kits and products are shown in this 
month’s issue.  There is an article about Hobbycraft that includes a £5 voucher for a purchase over £25 
made before the 5 August. The mag has six pages of archive photos of the 80’ Elco PT boat for those of you 
tempted by the italeri kit. Alex Kustov models Tamiya’s 1/24 Subaru Impreza WRX STi which, although 
nicely done, I don’t find that interesting a choice of subject. Marcus Nicholls continues to knock out some 
cracking good military vehicles and this month there is a nicely finished Tamiya 1/48 Crusader MkI/II tank 
and Cromwell Model’s 1/35 PaK 44 in a small, neat diorama. I must say that I really like his weathering 
effects. The only aircraft build this month is Part 2 of Dennis Gerber’s Me262, an astonishingly good piece of 
aircraft and diorama modelling. 
Next month has an article on the 1/48 Eurofighter Typhoon, so I think I’ll shelve further work on mine until 
then (particularly as it isn’t going very well!). 

New Plastic. 

From a brief perusal of TMMI and a Revell 07 highlights brochure that came with it, I was especially attracted 
to the following kits that I know I won’t have time to build… 

Revell:  
Aircraft: 1/32 Piper PA-18 Super Cub, 1/144 Lockheed Super Constellation, 1/144 Airbus A340 
Austrian “Wiener Philharmonica” (terrific decal scheme and a good application for Alclad metal 
finishes to the wings) 
Military vehicles:  1/72 21cm Morser 18 “Brummbar” field howitzer 
Civilian vehicles: 1/24 Audi R8, 1/24 Audi R10. 



Ships: 1/350 battleship Bismarck (includes railings in plastic: it will be interesting to see how realistic 
they look). 
They also offer arrange of airbrushes (made by Badger?) and compressors. 

TMMI: 

Another mention of the amazing 1/35 kit by Soar Art of the German WW2 Dora rail gun, retailing at 
£350 but including 3000 parts in plastic, machined aluminium and photo-etch. Jordi Rubio have 
released a 1/35 kit of the Rolls-Royce Armoured Car Mk 1 1920 pattern that has been one of my all 
time favourites! Tamiya have a Steyr WW2 German truck in 1/48 scale that would look neat 
alongside a Luftwaffe aircraft. Tamiya have also released a kit in 1/35 of the Renault UE tractor & 
trailer that looks really sweet. Italeri have a 1/35 kit of the Bofors AA gun “with servants”, which 
presumably means gun crew. 

Aircraft: My eye was caught by Hasegawa’s release in 1/32 of a Ki-61 “Tony” (Hien). There is a brief 
review of Hasegawa’s 1/32 P-47D and one of the things I noticed with this one is that it does not 
incorporate machine gun bays, unlike the more recent Trumpeter release. I’m sure modellers will be 
arguing the various pros and cons of each kit and I’ll be interested in reading their verdicts. I’ll 
personally be skipping this kit and waiting for the Bearcat to come out from Trumpeter. Italeri have 
released a JAS 39 Gripen twin seater that I have in mind with my current interest in modern 1/48 
jets. I also took a look at Hobbyboss’s Rafale C and decided the mouldings looked too much like the 
Revell offering and so I refused to buy it (and it is more expensive than Revell’s). I love photo-etch 
and resin sets, so I had to say “Wow!” when I saw details of Voyager Models set for Hasegawa’s 
1/72 Lancaster (I presume the Revell version is also the same kit?). It includes 11 frets of PE plus “a 
small mountain” of resin castings. Yes, Wow! 

Ships: the 1/350 I-400 Japanese strike submarine is mentioned along with a review of a reference 
book on the very same subject elsewhere in the magazine. I have an unmade Tamiya 1/48 kit of the 
Aichi M6A1 floatplane that was designed for this submarine and I’m sure an interesting display could 
be created by putting these together. Italeri have a couple of nice 1/35 subjects, the MTM Barchino 
explosive high speed launch and SLC Maiele human torpedo, both complete with figures. 

Plea for help!! 
Keith Trotman would like to acquire some AIRFIX PILOT 
FIGURES, in 1/72 scale and 1/48 scale. He needs 32 jet pilot 
figures in 1/72; 8 ww2 pilot figures in 1/72; 4 ww1 pilot 
figures in 1/72; 2 jet pilot figures in 1/48. 
If anybody's got some they haven't used and don't want, He’d 
be more than happy to take them off their hands and make a 
40p per figure contribution to the club funds. 

More information about Montfort Hall 

Many thanks to Richard Stewart for the following notes about a local meeting held the day after the Hall was set on 
fire….  

The meeting outside the burnt out hall was a rather heated (excuse the pun) affair. It was chaired by the local 
Lib/Democrat leader and had the council wardens and the local police present. The main argument was from 
the locals in the immediate vicinity, that they have been persistently reporting incidents to the police and the 
council about the yobbish behaviour around the hall for months but very little has done about it. The single 
police officer there had a beat the entire length of Romsey said they know who it was but as they were under 
the age of responsibility nothing could be done as with two of them this was there first offence (they had 
been caught doing anyway). The police were trying to get them convicted as a group as one of them had 
some ‘previous’. Suggestions that were banded around were to have more wardens and police patrols. It 
was pointed out that the wardens up until now have no powers of arrest and can only advise and guide. The 
law will be changing to give these warden more powers and to issue them with stab proof vests (what a 
society we live in!). Other ideas were to have mobile camera vans stationed around the area. 

I did try to make my voice known but there was a lot of anger from local residence about the fire and they 
were using it to let off steam against the authorities (cannot blame them really). The councillor (Mark Cooper 
I think?) decided to get the locals names and addresses and individually get their point of view and 
recommendations on a more 1 to 1 basis. My view is still to have security cameras as it would be a relatively 
high initial cost but it would be permanent one as it would be more expensive to remove, unlike 

A pilots poem….. 
It is far better to break free of the ground

and fly into the wind 
than break wind 

and fly into the ground. 



police/warden patrols if after a year of inception no trouble means no patrols. (Bet you’re sorry you asked 
now!)  

A tip to remove acrylics 
I came across this tip on the steelnavy website and thought 
you may be interested… 

“This is for fellow modellers in the UK. If any of you use 
acrylics I have found that Fairy Power Spray makes a 
great acrylic paint remover and is gentler and easier to 
use than the oven cleaners that others have 
recommended. Spray it on, leave it for an hour, and 
clean it off with a toothbrush. It removes mould release 
from resin too.  

I have just removed a poor paint job and acrylic primer 
from my HMS Starling. The replacement primer coat 
went on far better than the original where I scrubbed 
the model with dish detergent first.  

I mainly use Vallejo, but I have removed Lifecolor and 
Tamiya paint using the same stuff”. 

On the Workbench –  1.    Many thanks to Gary 
Jarman for the following contribution to Update. This is Part 
One of a two part article.  

1/72 Heller Alouette SA316 
When I was a child ... 
 

... we would spend our family holiday in Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe), a beautiful country fighting a brutal terrorist 
war. As a young boy these were exciting times. Soldiers 
and army vehicles everywhere you looked, driving in 
armed convoys between the large cities, the excitement 
(probably not shared by my parents) when our car broke down as we travelled in a convoy between the 
South African border and our destination city for that day. The tail end escort vehicle (the convoys had three 
armoured vehicles, one at the front, one in the middle and the tail end charlie) stayed with us while the 
middle escort vehicle moved to replace the tail end charlie. One of the soldiers got our car going again and 
we raced to catch up with the convoy. 

One afternoon, at Lake Kyle, my sister and I were playing in the pool when I heard the sound of helicopters 
approaching. It was loud. As we looked above the line of trees at the edge of the pool in the direction from 
which the noise was coming, two Alouette helicopters came roaring over us at just a little above treetop 
height. As they shot over us I remember the barrels of the machine guns poking out the side and a hand 
waving back as my sister and I jumped up and down waving excitedly. 

Possibly that was the start of my love affair with the Alouette helicopter. I remember reading once that as the 
gunners fired the machine guns, the helicopter would be pushed to the side by the recoil. 

Later on as a 19 year old doing his national service at Air Force Base Ondangwa (an airbase on the 
SWA/Angola border from which many raids by the SADF were launched) I got to see many SAAF Alouettes 
(both gunship and general use versions). 

The kit. 

Heller have a pretty good 1/72 scale kit of the Alouette. I have already built one, pretty much an out of the 
box, as an early SAAF version in overall olive drab and with no national markings (a possible indication that it 
was part of the South African aid to Rhodesia at the time). It was a pretty easy build, the most difficult part 
being the glasshouse canopy. 

And so on to “take two” ... 



Buoyed by the success of my Wasp helicopter at the St George competition, and fuelled by the newly found 
realisation that I really enjoy building the smaller helicopters, I decided to build another Alouette. As it is a 
French made helicopter it falls in with the 'French Connection' theme of the next club competition. 

I searched the web and found some really good reference photos of a number of gunship configurations 
used on the Alouette by the SAAF. 

The Heller kit is a pretty good kit by itself. There are etched metal sets available for it as well, one by Eduard 
and one by ExtraTech. Looking at photos of both they appear to me to be the same. Is it possible that one 
company was taken over by the other? 

I ordered an Eduard set from Hannants and was happy that I did as it contains a lot of really useful parts. 

I started the build by gluing the fuselage halves, the cockpit floor and the rear bulkhead together.  

As that dried I proceeded with the instrument panel. The kit provided panel is 
basic. They provide a pretty poor decal representing the instruments 
themselves. I opted instead to get a thin sheet of plasticard, drill some holes 
to represent the individual instruments and glue it on top of the gloss black 
painted kit parts. 

Alouettes have a number of boxes with assorted instruments stuck to the 
side of the centre console that are not represented by the kit. I filed some 
sprue to represent these. The instrument panel provided with the etched 
metal set does represent these additions quite nicely. I did not use the 
etched metal part as I felt that plastic sprue looked better. This is of course a 
personal opinion, and I'm sure there are people out there that will disagree with me. I added an overhanging 
top to the instrument panel and finally added some stretched sprue wiring from the back of the instruments 
attached to the side of the console. The SAAF Alouette is painted black inside, and all that black made it 
pretty difficult to see any detail, so I did some drybrushing with dark grey and then light grey paint to try 
highlight some of the detail. 

The co pilot side of a SAAF Alouette gunship is pretty empty. The seat has been removed and there are a 
number of metal plates bolted to the floor. These are easily recreated with thin sheets of plasticard. 

As this was going on I started on the pilots seat and the engine. 

The SAAF gunship pilot’s seats had additional metal welded to them to provide protection from small arms 
fire. I used the basic Heller seat and glued some correctly shaped plasticard in the appropriate places. The 
seat was painted black and dry brushed with dark and light grey. 

I used the basic Heller engine except for the air intakes. Throughout 
their use in the SAAF there were a number of variations of air intake 
filters fitted to the Alouettes. I had a series of pretty good photos of an 
Alouette with a large, rectangular intake on each side. I filed some 
sprue to the correct shape and glued them to the Heller engine. The 
various pipes that you see all over the engine were represented by 
stretched sprue of varying thickness. I did use two of the three Eduard 
pieces for the engine. I painted it as I went along. The Eduard set 
provides some really brilliant filter covers that I will glue on when I am 
happy that I will actually complete the kit.  

The glasshouse canopy comes in three parts, the front, and two side 
halves. The side halves have all the doors moulded as one piece 
together with a section of the roof. I have cut the doors off as I plan to 
have the pilot’s door opened, but the sliding door on the pilot’s side closed, with the opposite on the gunner’s 
side. 

I have glued the two roof halves together and used thin plasticard strips to represent the interior framework. 
When I have finished typing this I plan to put the interior framework into the front portion of the cockpit 
canopy. (Part Two to follow…..) 

On the Workbench –  2. Academy P-38E Lightning. 

I mentioned in the April newsletter that the cockpit had been detailed and 
painting had taken place. The cockpit had been given a spray coat of 

A view of the panel  
before wiring was applied. 

The above photo shows the  
one piece part on the right,  

and the three parts  
(roof, pilots door, sliding rear door) 

that I cut it into on the left. 



Alclad primer. The early versions of the Lightning had the cockpit finished in Interior Green (later versions 
were zinc chromate as used for all other internal spaces on the aircraft). I used Humbrol Forest Green 150 
as a dark undercoat followed by a topcoat of Interior Green 151 with a touch of yellow added, applied where 
the light would catch through the cockpit opening. This was not light enough, so I added a little Forest Green 
150 to WEM ACUS11 chrome yellow and airbrushed this to the highlighted areas. The various consoles and 
panels are finished in black, so I applied Tamiya Panzer Grey to these and used Lifecolor black to shade. 

The seat cushion was painted in olive drab and the seat belts in Citadel Colour’s Kommando Khaki and 
highlighted and shaded with oils. Buckles were picked out in dark grey enamel and silver applied here and 
there, where you would expect some reflection from the light. The headrest was blocked in with Humbrol 62 
Leather and then highlighted & shaded with oils. 

I was also very pleased with how well the instrument combing had come out. I used the kit decal for the 
instruments as they are buried well forward and can’t be seen easily. Just as well, as I then discovered 
another combing on the sprues and found I had used the wrong one. So I had to soften and lift the decal 
from the one part and transfer it to the 
other. It only split in five places and 
refused to stay in place in its new 
home, so I suppose it could have been 
worse! Johnsons Klear was used to 
seal it in place and then the various 
greens and greys were airbrushed on. I 
suppose it’s obvious, but I discovered it 
is a lot easier to apply the decals after 
painting than to do it the other way 
round! 

The various boxes and cabling in the 
radio compartment were finished in a 
way that represented photographs of 
the aircraft in my “Walk Around” book. 
For example, cylindrical items that 
were moulded square were painted to 
try and give them the correct shape. 

Prior to installing the cockpit, the trailing edges of the upper and lower wing halves were sanded to give a 
sharp edge. This took quite a time to do. There is a light beneath the port wing and the transparent part 
supplied in the kit was the usual sort that you glue in place from the inside so that it is flush with the outside 
surface of the wing. Only in this case it wasn’t. It was too shallow. I therefore glued it in place from the 
outside so I could sand and polish it flush later on. A piece of aluminium foil was glued in place on the inside 
to represent the light’s reflector. 

I’ve mentioned before that I often have problems gluing wing halves together. I had a disaster with the 
Curtiss Goshawk. The wings of the P-38 were too distorted and did not want to go together in one hit. I glued 
them along the leading edge inboard of the engines and held them in position until fully set. I then used 
Revell Contacta liquid cement on the port wing half and clamped it in position using clothes pegs. To stop 
them from sliding off and to keep the tailing edge straight, I had taped in place some strips of wood just short 
of the trailing edge. This worked very well apart from the inboard trailing edge where I had used a jubilee clip. 
This turned out to be too strong and caused the wing surfaces to distort a bit. I didn’t notice it at first so went 
and did the very same thing when I glued the starboard wing halves together! 

The nose comes as three pieces which are very nearly quite unlike 
the size and shape of the fuselage behind. Before gluing in place I 
decided to add some weight (to the aircraft, not myself). Completely 
ignoring the kit instructions, I epoxied in place seven broken 
tungsten drill bits. I then dry assembled the booms and tail and 
decided it was a bit marginal. Then I read the instructions and it said 
to add 20 grams. As I didn’t know how much I had already added, I 
decided to put this amount of lead into the nose and have the 
tungsten drills as a bonus. The first piece of lead I cut was a little on 
the small side, at 15 gram, so I supplemented it with another piece 
that came out at 10 gram. I decided that it wouldn’t be worth the 
trouble of trimming it back, so epoxied these in place alongside the 



tungsten drills. My worry now is that the undercarriage is going to collapse under all the weight! 

A lot of sanding and filling was needed around the nose and I managed to loose lots of surface detail, which 
is a shame. I used a needle to score in some lines, but was still a disappointing result.  

The booms had various inlet / outlets reshaped & thinned as the mouldings are a little heavy in these areas. 
Plasticard was added to the inside to block off the clear view through the radiator openings into the inside of 
the model. This is a weakness of this kit as I think these should have been supplied as parts to include some 
radiator detail. The main wheel wells are supposed to be sandwiched between the tail boom halves when 
gluing together, but I found it better to fit them afterwards so as to make sure they went in squarely. Again, 
the parts had to be glued in sections owing to distortion. The lower portion of the cowling comes as a 
separate piece (the later P-38 models having a much deeper intake). The fit of these was not ideal and I tried 
two approaches to fitting them. The first was to apply plenty of glue and follow up with Mr Surfacer to fill the 
gaps. The other was to apply three of four spots of glue to hold the part and then apply Mr Surfacer to the 
inside surface where it would get drawn into the gap by capillary action. This was an infinitely better result 
and one I’ll use again when it is possible to get at the inside of the join. 

Academy supply a part for the coolant line that runs the length of the main wheel well but it is a poor fit and 
shape. I made replacements from thick garden wire (the plastic covered stuff) using the kit parts and 
reference photos as a guide. There are numerous hydraulic lines that run the length of the well and these are 
absent from the kit parts. I made a simple bending jig for copper wire so that each piece would be bent 
identically. Five lines were positioned on the workbench before trimming to length at each end. I purchased 
some Micro Liquitape when I last placed an order with Roll Models. It is a contact adhesive that lets you 
attach, remove and refix parts in position. I applied a couple of streaks of this to the wheel bay roof and 
found I was able to adjust the position of each wire and then secure it in place by pressing the wire into the 
Liquitape. When each set of five wires were in place, I followed up with thin superglue. 

The wheel well subassemblies were glued into the booms. The side walls look all wrong so I think this model 
is one destined to be screwed firmly down to a base. The booms were attached to the wings trapping the 
tailplane between them. I guess you won’t be surprised to hear that the fit is poor and a lot of filling is going 
to be needed, although some gaps are due to my having thinned the wing trailing edges. This kit certainly is 
one that does not “fall together” like the Tamiya variety! 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting: July 18 

Please bring along any entries you may have for the “American Trophy” (all Hobbyboss F4U Corsair’s are 
eligible for entry, even if they are not in US schemes). We shall also be having the next “Test Trout” trophy, 
the theme being “The French Connection”. Any subject in any scale and of any vintage (just find 
something in your collection to bring along!) that can possibly be argued as keeping with the theme are 
eligible. 

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com 


