
July 2007.

Tonight’s trophy competitions.

There are two competitions taking place this evening. The American Trophy is open to any model with an 
(yes, you’ve guessed it!) American connection. The other competition is the Test Trout Trophy, the theme 
being “The French Connection”.

The competitions are open to any model, of any scale or vintage that the entrant can argue as having some 
link, however weak, to America or France. You can also enter the same model into both competitions. The 
only restriction is for the American Trophy: you must not enter a model that has been previously placed Gold, 
Silver or Bronze in that same competition. Incidentally, the next “Test Trout” competition is in October and 
the theme is “Germany Calling”. Time to dig out those Tiger 1 kits that all of us have stashed away in the loft!

Chairman’s Chat……
The following communiqué from our club chairman-in-absentia has 
been received from his retreat somewhere in the wild, untamed 
provinces …..

“I attended last month’s meeting with a feeling of sadness 
and excitement: sad to be leaving but excited to start my new 
life with Pauline. I have had so many happy hours spent with 
you at club nights and shows. Modelling will never be the 
same again for me!
I would like to thank Vic for the wonderful comments he 
made: it made me feel very humble. I am just an ordinary 
chap who enjoys modelling, it's been with me for over fifty 
years. This last six years with Romsey Modellers have been 
very happy years, to see the club grow to its present size is a 
satisfying achievement not just for me but I hope for all of 
you who make up Romsey Modellers, it's great to see. I 
thank from the bottom of my heart for the beautiful picture 
that you presented to me: I do not deserve such kindness 
and thoughts. I will add the picture to my other Les Vowel's 
original, they will be hung together and very time I look at 
them I will think of all my wonderful friends in Romsey. I wish 
you all health and happiness for the future. May all your 
model boxes be filled to the brim with new sprues! 
If you are ever in the Cheltenham area please come and see 
us: we will be very pleased to see you.
Happy modelling!  Les Cooper”  

Events Since We Last Met.

Twyford Waterworks.
Hey – I really enjoyed this show! Considering I had not seen any adverts for the event (although I’m told it 
was in one or two local newspapers), there was a good turn out by the public. Our joint display with South 
Hants club (Chris Pearce and Mark Knight were with me, along with Lisa & Doug from Romsey) was in a tent 
and we drew lots of attention from young and old alike. Our chair legs sank into the soft ground and the 
tables were, at first, a little too low. They then became too high as we gradually settled lower and lower into 
the ground. One young visitor got too close to my paint palette: it never fails to amaze me just how far a 
small amount of oil paint can spread. Bright orange and violet spots over her hand and up her right arm. 



Another girl, after close scrutiny of our work, said “you seem to be having some trouble, don’t you!…. After 
we had stopped laughing, we thought “out of the mouths of babes…..”
This was Twyford’s first model event and I reckon it was a success. The nearby barbeque had some good 
custom from us.

Forthcoming Events.
It’s getting busy – let’s hope the weather improves!

The KM War & Peace Show, Beltring.
The biggest military vehicle spectacular in the world - has more than ever to offer 
visiting modellers this year.
Due to continued massive public demand and visitor numbers that expand year-
on-year, the 2007 KM War & Peace Show, continues its five day format, from 18th 
– 22nd July, at The Hop Farm Country Park, Beltring, near Paddock Wood, 
Kent”.

Netley Marsh Steam Rally.
Lisa & Dougie will be manning the Romsey Modellers stand in the modelling 
marquee at this event being held on 20, 21 & 22 July. We have one spare vehicle 
pass and some exhibitor’s passes available if anyone else would like to go, but do
confirm you will be able to remove your models at the end of the day (rather than 
having to keep them there until the end of Sunday).

Model Warship Weekend at Explosion!, Gosport..
Romsey Modellers are joining forces with South Hants for this event being held at Explosion!, Priddy’s Hard, 
Gosport, PO12 4LE (www.explosion.org.uk) on 21st and 22nd of July. I’ll be there on the Saturday (that is a 
change of plan for me, as I was originally going on the Sunday). If you would like to come along, let me know 
if you want to car share. We have 18 ft of table space (and were able to grab more on the day last year).

Fly To The Past

This is a combined air show and arena event taking place at Blenheim Palace, Sunday 22 July 07. Go to 
www.flytothepast.com for details. The stiff asking price of £40 for an adult’s ticket probably reflects the wide 
range of things going on at the event. You can get a discount on the price if you book early.

Red Bull Air Race
London, UK has been confirmed as the sixth stop on the 2007 Red Bull Air Race World Series calendar. The 
world's best pilots will race over the River Thames on 28 and 29 July against the backdrop of the city's 
famous skyline. 
Taking place for the first time in London, the race course will be built on the Thames towards the east of the 
city, between the skyscrapers of Canary Wharf and the Greenwich Peninsula, home to The O2 (formerly 
known as the Millennium Dome). 
Tickets for the qualifying sessions on Saturday 28 July and race day on Sunday 29 July can be purchased 
via the official website from 17 May. 
Designated viewing areas located on the banks of the Thames will allow spectators to enjoy the action as the 
pilots race at high speeds through the 'air gates' just metres above the water. 

'Model Mania'
IPMS Wallingford are having their show on Sunday July 29th at Cholsey Primary School, Wallingford. 
Contact ~ Phil Golding 01491 201827 or go to www.cholseymodelmania.co.uk for details.

http://www.explosion.org.uk/
http://www.flytothepast.com/
http://www.cholseymodelmania.co.uk/


Airbourne 2007 

The biggest FREE airshow in the UK, Eastbourne International  Air Show, 
will be held along Eastbourne Sea Front East Sussex from 16 - 19 August. 
Flying takes place each afternoon from approximately 12 noon until 5pm.

Airbourne 2007 hopes to repeat the packed flying programme of Airbourne 
2006 which included the all time favourites the Red Arrows, Eurofighter 
Typhoons, Falcons, Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, Harrier GR7, Hawk T1, 
RAF Merlin, The Mirage, Belgian Air Force F16 and Fouga Magister, Spitfire, 
Harvard and many more.
The flying display line is marked by a series of buoys 230 meters from the 
shoreline, and runs from Holywell in the West to the Pier in the East.

IPMS Avon Show 2007
This is being held on Sunday  August 19th ~ IPMS Avon present their Annual Show to be held at the Yate 
Leisure Centre, Kennedy Way, Yate, South Gloucestershire, BS37 4DQ. Contact ~ Phil 01454 850119
Information ~ http://www.ipmsavon.org.uk/

Wings & Wheels.

Is being held at Dunsfold on Sunday 26 August. See 
www.wingsandwheels.net for details. Adult tickets are £20 on the 
day, £16 in advance.

Romsey Modelworld

Is being held on Sunday September 9 and we have requested our usual 24 x 4ft of table space. The venue 
is Mountbatten School once again and “Just Add Imagination” will be at the show for the first time..

September Air Show
The IWM, Duxford, is holding this show on 8 & 9 September. “Duxford’s September air 
show is absolutely unmissable – an extravaganza of fast jets and vintage classics, aerobatics, 
movement, excitement and family entertainment.

The breathtaking Red Arrows make a welcome return, performing with air show favourites 
including the Spitfire and B-17 Flying Fortress. A true family event with many ground attractions –
bring a picnic and make a day of it! “(hopefully it will have stopped raining by then!)

'Modelfest 2007'

IPMS Farnborough will be holding their show on September 23rd at Kings International College, Watchetts 
Drive, Camberley GU15 3PQ, approximately2 miles from junction 4 M3. Romsey Modellers will be having a 
table at this show. The contact is Pete Readman and website www.ipms-farnborough.co.uk

Euromilitaire 2007

Is being held 22-23 September at Lees Cliff Hall, Folkestone, Kent. Shame it clashes with the Farnborough 
show.

Autumn Air Show.

This year’s show is being held at the FAA museum, Yeovilton, on Saturday 20 October. It is, as usual, 
aimed at the younger modeller and Romsey Modellers have contributed to this by giving talks and workshops 
on modelling. We have offered to do the same this year and I would like your ideas for topics. The memory of 
stage fright seems to have subsided with Gary J and he has offered to do a repeat of the “model building 
101” talk or maybe swing to the other end of the continuum and talk about after-market sets/scratch
building/advanced method type thingies? Last year he had a request to demo the Humbrol Klear after his
talk.

Keith T suggested something on fixing transparent components or making them with ClearFix?  (this is a 
subject of current interest to him).

http://www.ipmsavon.org.uk/


Simon suggests 'modelling with a difference - making your model stand out' covering models in different 
settings (such as the Curtis Hawk / Outrigger model) or incorporating figures with aircraft (both in and out of 
the cockpit), aircraft in flight, etc., etc?  Another topic could be resurrecting old models i.e, repaints, rebuilds, 
updates etc.
Any of the above are perfectly good suggestions and my thoughts are we divide the 50 minute time 
allocation into five topics with one person fronting for each with others there to support (and to deflect any 
tomatoes, knickers, or whatever the audience decide appropriate to throw at the speaker). Picking up on 
some of the ideas above, I propose a demonstration of:
· Polishing paintwork.
· Polishing transparencies.
· Dipping transparencies into Johnson's Klear.
· Masking Canopies.
· Using Humbrol Clearfix to attach or make transparencies.
The above is just an idea and I'm more than happy to tweak / rehash / replace by Gary’s "modelling 101" talk 
or something else: we have plenty of time to discuss and plan. In the mean time, I have let the museum 
know that Romsey will be doing a talk / demo on something or another. So far we have Gary, Simon, Vic, 
Ben and myself as speakers. Keith says he will happily take a place in the audience to assist when we get to 
the “any questions?” stage.

What the papers say……
Not so many this time, few websites have been updated so far this month and there is also a glitch on the SAM website 
that gives you the contents of last November’s magazines rather than the current issues!

The Aeroplane.
The Messerschmitt Bf 110... Dr Alfred Price describes the evolution of the Luftwaffe's sleek 
twin-engined jack-of-all-trades, which, after a mauling in the Battle of Britain, went on to serve 
in a number of roles in most theatres of operation and excelled as a nightfighter. Includes scale 
drawings by Tim Hall and cutaway illustration by J.H. Clark. (This may prove handy reference 
material for the forthcoming Eduard kit!).
Glacier Girl Expected in UK — 65 Years Late... report on the preparations for the transatlantic flight and 
appearance at Duxford of Lockheed P-38F Glacier Girl.
Into the Fjord of Death... the 1940 Blackburn Skua raid on the battle cruiser Scharnhorst.
Testing the 'Tin Triangle'... Tony Blackman recounts his experiences as both Service and Avro test pilot, 
flying the Vulcan delta-wing V-bomber.
The Lady's Not For Scrapping... the famous Consolidated Liberator bomber Lady be Good, abandoned in 
the Libyan Desert in 1943.
A Fresh Wind... Hawker Hurricane G-HURR, now in its third new paint scheme since its return to 
airworthiness in 1995. With exclusive air-to-air pictures.
The Cutting Edge...
Bob Gardner concludes his two-part story of the career of Royal Navy jet fighter 
pilot, John Middleton, focusing on his experiences with the Supermarine 
Scimitar.

AFV Modeller
July issue.
A Diving D - Øyvind Leonsen builds the new Tristar Tauchpanzer IV working 
from photos from his own collection
Kinetic Cat - Jason Bobrowich builds an upgraded Canadian Leopard C1A1
UHU - Jon Bailey looks at the development of the German Infrared night vision 
system on the m.SPW Sd.Kfz. 251 series
Modelling the UHU - The Editor builds the new AFV Club UHU kit
1:48th scale with Tamiya’s M4A1 Sherman..

Military In Scale
August 07
ARMOUR
LAST OF THE PANTHERS Sven Frisch adds another stunning model to his collection as he 
builds and details Tamiya’s fine 1/48 Panther Ausf. G
AN ITALIAN JOB Pat Johnston builds a 1/48 M4 Sherman that served in Italy during WWII. 



Step by step notes will help you build a similar model...
WHITE-WASHED WARRIOR Haris Ali builds Dragon’s stunning 1/72 Nashorn...
WHY WAIT FOR THE RESIN...? Steve Irwin with more scratch built, small scale models. This month he 
builds an Armadillo – a pillbox constructed on the flat bed of a lorry...
DOWN AND DIRTY! the Editor builds a vignette around Mig Productions’ 1/35 Pantherturm
AIRCRAFT
MATCHBOX MADNESS – THE HARRIER Vic Scheuerman has built up a collection of 1/72 Matchbox 
aircraft kits over the last few years. This month he reveals the classic Harrier GR.1
JACK OF ALL TRADES - Hasegawa’s new 1/72 Junkers Ju88 kit.
GRIFFIN Mitch Thompson builds a Heinkel 177 in 1/48.
CESSNA’S DEADLY DRAGONFLY The A-37 makes a great subject for model. Though basic, the Revell 
Monogram kit can be improved to create something very special
FEATURES - MODELLING ON THE MOVE Peter Hall offers up some idea on the building of a portable 
modelling bench that will have you building more – no matter where you find yourself!

Model Airplane International
Issue 24 - published on 28th June 2007 
• Kwik Build: The Roden 1:32 Albatros D.III by Nick J. Wigman
• Kwik Build: Classic Airframes 1:48 V.S. Attacker by Richard A. Franks
• Kwik Build: Trumpeter’s 1:72 Gannet T Mk 2 by Jamie Haggo
• Burges’ Bus: Rev. John C. McIllmurray builds the Gladiator in 1:72 from Pavla Models
• Maple Leaf Sabre: John Wilkes builds, updates and corrects Hasegawa's 1:32 Sabre Mk 6
• Murphy’s Duck: Richard J. Caruana takes a look at Grumman’s capable J2F
• Welterweight Weasel: The new  Tamiya 1:48 F-16CJ by Pierre-Alain Lambert

Model Military International.
August 07, Issue 16- published on 5th July 2007 
» PREVIEW: Fine Molds 1:35 ‘Chi-He’ Japanese tank
» FIRST OF THE INFAMOUS: Andrew Dextras builds Dragon’s initial Tiger I
» PREVIEW: Keith Goldsworthy comments on Resicast’s latest Sherman release, the Ex Duplex Drive M4A1
» AIRBRUSH COURSE: Andrew Taylor enjoys a day on the Airbrush Company’s training course
» PREVIEW: Sam Dwyer previews Dragon’s latest, the K.Pz. Sfl.IVa “Dicker Max”
» LOADED DOWN LAV: The Editor describes how he built and painted Trumpeter’s LAV-25
» PREVIEW: The Editor gives his verdict on Academy’s latest version of the Sheridan
» WMD WESTMINSTER DRAGOONS: Matt Edwards details and converts Revell’s Fuchs into the British 
Army’s NBC detection vehicle
» STANDING DEFIANT: Mike Tooth tells us how he created his stunning Eastern Front diorama
» ABANDONED ANTIQUE: Noel Petroni details RPM’s FT-17, abandoned in France
» PREVIEW: Andrew Willis checks out the all-new 1:48 scale KV family from the Chinese manufacturer 
HobbyBoss
» LEOPARDS IN DORSET: Full size reference on the Canadian Leopard C2 tank

Scale Aircraft Modelling.

Aircraft in Profile: Martin B-57 Canberra - With new kits either recently available or promised for the not too 
distant future, here is a look at the American Canberra with colour artwork
Balkan Thunder: A Yugoslav F-84G Thunderjet, using Revell/Monogram's 1:48 scale kit and a set of 
aftermarket decals.
Modelling Masterclass: Part 22: Paint chips and exhaust stains
SAM Plans: Caudron R.4 - the spectacular French bomber in 1:48 scale. 
Occasional Colours: Fokker D.VII – concluding this colourful look at the Fokker D.VII
Hasegawa's big 'Jug': A first look at the all-new P-47
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight 50th Anniversary

Scale Auto
August 07
Special Camaro Section Alex Kustov builds Revell-Monogram''s Z-28
Camaro Kit History Tim Boyd covers some classic kits
Two Expanded Reviews 2006 Charger Daytona and Corvette Grand Sport



Two Contests Covered NNL East and Birmingham Classic

New Plastic.
Many thanks to Paul Adams for highlighting the following new releases…..

Tamiya 2006 Kawasaki Ninja ZX-RR

Tamiya’s 109th 12th scale bike kit comes as a little surprise, as Tamiya have given us a previously ignored 
MotoGP contender – Kawasaki’s green machine, the ZX-RR. Typically the kit is first class, beautifully 
engineered and as ever will probably fall together in the hands of a competent modeller. I on the other hand, 
will no doubt turn this into a problematic nightmare! The kit offers decal options for two riders, some 
Frenchman called Randy De Puniet and a little oriental chap called 
Shinja Nakano. Not a Rossi decal in sight then! Still, this makes a 
change from the Honda’s (Tamiya have released 3 versions of the 
2006 bike this year) and will add some much-needed colour to my 
collection. I note a price increase to 3500 yen for this kit – making a 
UK retail price around £33-35!! Ouch. Tamiya have also issued a 
lovely upgrade fork set, which includes a turned shock reservoir and 
pre painted spring.  Never failing to spot and opportunity, Zero 
paints have released a Mica lime green and black basecoat paint for 
the bike, though you will be able to paint two kits at least with the 
paint, supplied at a reasonable £4.70.

Fine Molds Star Wars Y-Wing
Fine Molds continue their excellent Star Wars series of model kits in 1/72nd scale with an eighth kit in the 
form of the Rebel Alliance Y-Wing bomber. This craft is seen briefly in ‘ A New Hope’ and in particular plays 

a part in the ultimate destruction of the dreaded Death Star. The release of these kits cause waves of fever 
pitch excitement across the Sci-Fi modelling forums and justifiably so. In the pursuit of fidelity and accuracy 
the kit is once again superbly engineered, so much so that as the multiple layers of detail are added, joint 
lines are concealed as other detail parts are fitted to the model! Decals include the choice of three of the 
Gold Wing Squadron along with realistic weathering effects and battle damage. Polycaps enable the landing 
gear to be posed up or down. At 237mm in length the model will offer a superb chance to exercise those 
weathering skills.  My kit was pre-ordered months ago and on it’s way from Japan as we speak!! Now all I 
need to do is start building them…

Sheep.

A shepherd was herding his flock in a remote pasture when suddenly a brand-new BMW advanced out of a 
dust cloud towards him. The driver, a young man in a Prada suit, Gucci shoes, Dior sunglasses and D+G tie,
leans out the window and asks the shepherd: "If I tell you exactly how many sheep you have in your flock, 
will you let me choose one for free ?"

The shepherd looks at the man, obviously a yuppie, then looks at his peacefully grazing flock and calmly 
answers: "Alright. Why not?" The yuppie parks his car, whips out his Dell notebook computer, connects it
to his AT&T cell phone, surfs to a NASA page on the internet, where he calls up a GPS satellite navigation 
system to get an exact fix on his location which he then feeds to another NASA satellite that scans the



area in an ultra-high-resolution photo.

The young man then opens the digital photo in Adobe Photoshop and exports it to an image processing 
facility in Hamburg, Germany. Within seconds, he receives an email on his Palm Pilot that the image has 
been processed and the data stored. He then accesses a MS-SQL database through an ODBC connected 
Excel spreadsheet with hundreds of complex formulae. He uploads all of this data via an email on his 
Blackberry and, after a few minutes, receives a response. Finally, he prints out a full-colour, 50-page report 
on his hi-tech, miniaturised HP LaserJet printer, turns to the shepherd and says: "You have exactly 1,586 
sheep".

"That's right. Well, I suppose you can take one of my sheep," says the shepherd.

He watches the young man select one of the animals and looks on amused as the young man stuffs it into 
the boot of his car.

Then the shepherd says to the young man: "If I can tell you exactly what your business is, will you give me 
back my sheep?" The young man thinks about it for a second and then says: "Okay, why not?".
"You're a consultant," says the shepherd.
"Wow! That's correct," says the yuppie. "But how did you guess that?"
"No guessing required," answers the shepherd.  "You showed up here even though nobody called you, you 
want to get paid for an answer I already knew to a question I never asked, and you know bugger -all about 
my business.

"Now give me back my dog."

Visit to the Augusta Westland factory in Yeovil.
Gary Jarman has had a “grand day out” to the West Country……………

At the last meeting I was telling Vic about my recent visit to the Augusta Westland factory in Yeovil and he 
reckoned I should write about it for the newsletter. So if this article bores you, blame Vic.

I converted an Airfix 1/72 Scout into a Wasp a while back. As part of that exercise I visited The Helicopter 
Museum at Southend On Sea, and the FAA Museum in Yeovilton. In both cases I phoned a few weeks 
before my planned journeys, explained what I was up to and asked if they could help. In the case of the 
Helicopter Museum, they allowed me to climb behind the barrier and take measurements off their Wasp. In 
the case of the FAA Museum I ended up with an appointment to look through documents in their archives in 
order to research the camouflage schemes of Falklands war Wasps. Staff at both museums were extremely 
friendly and very helpful.

At about the same time I fired off an email to the Westland Helicopter factory asking if they maintained an 
archive, and if they did would they allow me look for suitable Wasp helicopter reference material. I heard 
nothing from them for about a month. And then out of the blue I received a response in which I was told that 
if I gave them my physical address they would send me some plans, this was followed, on the same day by 
another email giving me a telephone number to contact to organise a visit.

And so a week later I presented myself at reception at the factory in Yeovil. I was signed in by David, my 
host for the day. He took me through to his office for a coffee and we chatted a while. David was the chief 
test engineer on the Wasp programme and has flown on all but 5 of the Wasps built. Then he led me to the 
archives. I spent an hour or so going through various technical publications and files of photos of the Wasp 
helicopter.

It was then that David sprung a surprise on me and asked if I'd like to take a walk round the factory floor. 
Naturally I jumped at the offer. 

The factory floor was unlike anything I had expected. In fact, it was pretty much like a giant model-building 
site. The helicopter parts are shipped to the factory where they are then assembled into the completed thing. 
The parts are assembled in stages and as each stage is complete the semi complete section is wheeled to 
the next section of the factory where the next stage starts. The resulting empty space is then filled with the 
next helicopter. So starting at the top of one hanger, the helicopter moves down the length of one hanger, 
getting closer to completion as it approaches the other end of the hanger, then it is wheeled across into a 
second hanger where it the final touches are applied and it can be wheeled out for flight testing.



I saw a number of Merlin helicopters in various 
stages of completion, an Apache helicopter and 
5 SAAF Lynx helicopters. Interestingly they were 
all complete, and had all their SA markings 
applied, but these were taped over and each 
helicopter sported a low viz RAF roundel. I asked 
about this and was told that it has something to 
do with the COMA (Civilian Operators of Military 
Aircraft) regulations that need to be adhered to 
when test flying these helicopters. 

Also of interest was the fact that there was a 
section of the factory floor in both hangers that 
was fenced off, even to most Westland staff. This 
was the area where they were putting together 
the helicopters ordered for the United States 
Presidential flight. Part of the deal with Westland 
was that any staff working on these helicopters 
had to have extra security vetting and no other 
staff could go in that area. Apparently the 
Americans are so secretive with these 
helicopters that they do not want to let the final 
seating configuration be known.

David also explained to me why the Merlins 
rotors are designed the way they are. This was 
really very interesting and it made me think that if 
there is such a thing as reincarnation maybe 
coming back as an aeronautical engineer might 
be quite good fun.

All in all it was a fantastic day out and I really 
wish that I'd been allowed to take a camera with 
me but security is very tight at the factory and, 
certainly as a visitor, you would not get away 
with photography.

If anyone is interested in building a Wasp I now 
have a photocopy of a complete Westland 
Technical guide for the Wasp with plenty of 
interesting diagrams, I have a fairly large 
collection of photographs (which I'll contribute to 
this years club reference CD at the end of the 
year) and a number of other diagrams. I will happily bring the copies in and photocopy any pages anyone 
wants.

My second Wasp is now in progress and will hopefully be finished by the end of the year.

These experiences have taught me that sometimes you strike it lucky, other times you don’t. I have often 
fired off letters/emails asking for additional info and received no response, or a standard ‘sorry, we can’t help’ 
type letter, but then you get experiences like this. Unfortunately they are the exception rather than the rule, 
but hey, exceptions like this make all those rejected requests worthwhile! 

On the Workbench:     1/72 Heller Alouette SA316 – Part 2.
Also from Gary, the second part to his helicopter build article……….

Let me start with a correction to my last instalment. I mentioned that the etched metal kit was available from 
either Eduard or ExtraTech. Note to self: always put things back in the correct packs in order to stop making 
a fool of yourself. It turns out that only ExtraTech make the set.

With the canopy halves glued together I started on the cockpit roofing. The photos I have show that the 
Alouette has a radio hanging from the ceiling and there are a number of wires running along the top, all 
joined by velcro strips (?) at regular intervals. I made a radio out of some plasticard and the internal 
framework was made from a thin sheet of plasticard with gaps cut out as required. The framework was glued 



on first, and then the radio attached to it. Then came the fun 
of trying to simulate the wiring. I took a number of pieces of 
stretched sprue and to simulate the velcro strips I cut narrow 
strips of thin plasticard, brushed liquid cement on them to 
make them soft and then wound each strip round the sprues. 
Between each strip, before the glue dried, I tried to get the 
impression of some wires being looser than others by gently 
pulling on some.

After gluing the canopy on I masked it for painting and filed 
the fuselage level to the canopy edge. Next up came the 
supports against which the sliding rear doors, and the pilots’ 
doors would close. These were made from a strip of plastic 
card with some stretched sprue glued down the middle to 
represent the ridge (trying to make a T shaped cross section). 

The sliding door behind the gunners seat was going to be closed so I put some interior detail on it. Basically 
all this was a couple of strips of stretched sprue glued across it, painted black and then dry brushed with 
grey.

I glued the pilot side sliding door, filled the cracks with superglue, masked the window and then gave the 
helicopter its first coat of paint.

I turned my attention to the two pilots doors, which were going to be 
glued in the open position. There is a rubber seal around the edges 
of the doors. I turned to my old favourite, stretched sprue, which I 
glued around the edges and two strips across, between each of the 
windows. I filed the sprue down a little, painted it black.

At about this time I started on the gun.  I worked out some 
measurements for the gun using the photos I had relative to the 
Heller kit. The spares box was raided and a spare missile came in 
handy. I cut two sections from it to act as the base welded onto the 
floor and the bottom of the rotating unit onto which the gun was 
attached. Pieces if plasticard of assorted lengths and thicknesses 
were used to make the framework and the actual gun. The box of 
bullets was made from ... you guessed it ... plasticard. The belt 
between the gun and the box was made from H section strips of 

plastic, with one half filed off so it was a U shape, then cut into very thin parts and joined to a narrow strip of 
card. In total there are a little over 50 parts that make up the gun, its base and framework, the bullet box and 
the feed link.

I used decals from MAV decals. First they had to be 
sprayed with clear varnish, when that was dried I 
applied them using microset and microsol. I had to 
pierce the cookie cutters (the new SAAF insignia) and 
apply a second helping of microset to prevent some 
silvering.

Finally I applied a coat of satin varnish. I glued on the 
doors and finally the mesh covering the air intakes.

I have discovered that with SAAF aircraft, although the 
general camouflage schemes for aircraft types may 
remain the same, there are a lot of differences 
happening over time. The air intakes for example, I 
have seen at least three different types of filters on the 
photos of SAAF Alouettes. I found the same with the machine gun configuration, there are at least four 
configurations that you can choose from. Some pilots seats have additional armour, others don’t. So the 
approach I take is to model a particular aircraft at a particular time.



This is the second Alouette I have built since coming back to model building. I was very happy with the first 
even though it is a ‘from the box’ build. Comparing the two shows that I have definitely improved. It also, 
however, shows that I have a long way to go. I'll bring them both in to the meeting and you can decide for 
yourselves.

On the Workbench –  2. Rossi’s Hawaiian 5-0-0

No need for you steam train addicts to get excited – this is a motorbike! Paul Adams begins Renaissance’s latest resin 
transkit to convert Tamiya’s 2000 Honda NSR500 Nastro Azzurro kit into Rossi’s 2001 Italian GP ride.. 

In the first of a small number of instalments, I plan to take you through a bike build, from kit review, clean up, 
pre-assembly, paint, final assembly and hopefully completion. I’ll record the high’s, lows and mistakes, so 
that hopefully I can show you how not to build a model and perhaps I’ll be better placed to eliminate those 
annoying problems when I tackle this kit once more! 

Renaissance is widely known amongst the car modelling community for their 43rd and 24th scale kits, 
excellent decal sets, and upgrade kits for cars, bikes and aircraft. In keeping pace with market interests, the 
manufacturer has also provided various decal options and detail sets for MotoGP bike kits from Tamiya. The 
catalyst for this interest has been the success of the Italian, Valentino Rossi, who’s on track success and 
flamboyant character has won him a legion of fans worldwide. Kit manufacturers have followed suit with 
many kits in 24th, 12th, 9th and 6th scale being released. However, there remained, until recently, a gap in 12th

scale – there was no kit available to build Rossi’s first 500cc championship year bike, the 2001 Honda 
NSR500. Using Tamiya’s 2000 NSR500 kit, Renaissance has created new bodywork, a revised frame, swing 
arm, petrol tank, air intake and radiator to update Tamiya’s excellent offering. Eventually three decal options 
will be available, the first version being the Hawaiian scheme, run as a one off at the Italian GP. Later kits will 
feature a fluorescent yellow test bike scheme and the familiar white and yellow Nastro Azzurro colours.

The kit (Pic 1) comes in the small 6 inch square plain 
box with only a small sticker to indicate it’s contents 
which are tightly packed, leaving no room for 
movement of the fragile parts during transport. 
Despite this, the front mudguard was cracked on my 
sample. The thinly cast, pale yellowish resin fairing 
features new vents and air scoops, an accurate 
slimmer 2001 seat, and new scoops on the lower 
cowl, a smaller and reshaped one-piece tank. Initial 
impression are good, though the front mudguard did 
not match my reference and would need some 
revision and the tank will need an underneath as this 
will be visible on the finished bike. The heart of any 
bike kit is the frame, which forms the basis for the 
model to be straight, true and accurate in stance. 
Renaissance provides a three-piece affair, just 
needing a small lower brace from the Tamiya kit to 
complete. Some clean up will be necessary here as will there be with the swing arm, as test fitting reveal a 
significant step in the casting. The resin air intake will require some surgery to get it to fit Tamiya’s 2000 
specification engine.  



The final minor parts include the rear mudguard or ‘hugger’, which looks very accurately shaped. A small 
photo etch fret contains the 2001 season footrest frames, some gauze work for the lower cowl and some 
framework for the lower radiator. Finally the colourful and very crisply printed decal sheet provides the 
‘Hawaiian shirt’ graphics, sponsors and fluorescent No 46 race numbers. A basic pictorial instruction sheet is 
included with a guide to decal placement.  The 2001 Italian GP was run in the wet, and as the kit doesn’t 
offer rain tyres as an option, you can only build the bike as seen during qualifying.

This aside, the kit is welcome addition to the range available to the modeller and helps to complete the line 
up of championship winning machines of  ‘The Doctor’. 

Let’s make a start, then………

I would be the first to admit I’m no fan of resin. My first forays into this odorous activity began nearly 10 years 
ago when I cut up a Tamiya Le Mans Porsche kit and added an open drivers door. Seemed simple enough. I 
progressed to hacking more pieces off of stock car kit bodies and fitting up-to-date front bumpers etc. I had 
gotten used to seeing pinholes, some rough casting and learnt to put up with the smell. My first stumbling 
block came in the form of an expensive Le Mans Miniatures full kit of the glorious Bentley EXP Speed 8 – a 
beautiful car that just had to be built. After spending 4 months on the kit, I gave up. What went wrong?  I’ve 
had a couple of years to think about that – and it was simply I wasn’t experienced enough with resin to get 
the best out of the kit. Was there anything wrong with the kit? No, not really – the usual problems were 
evident including a warped rear wing, but fundamentally I just didn’t tackle the project properly. One thing I 
wasn’t fully prepared for was how much time (and patience) it would take. Depending on the size of the 
project, you need to clear much more space in your diary than you will need for an ‘easier’ plastic kit. 

With this in mind I embarked on making the most of this new kit, in fact making it look as though Tamiya had 
updated their own kit. The build began with the construction and cleaning up of the frame and swing arm. 
The frame was in three parts with a fourth from the Tamiya kit. The swing arm was all resin; including a 
fragile shortened part for the shock absorber. These were glued together using medium viscosity Rocket 
Rapid cyano. Clean up began and Tamiya’s excellent epoxy filler was applied liberally to the partially sanded 
joints. A day later and sanding started with help from my Dremel! This speeded things up, but it was 
necessary to wear my facemask as clouds of epoxy filler and resin filled the room! Once completed, I offered 
the two parts together and mounted the swingarm in the frame to test the fit. The swing arm is of an 
asymmetrical design and to my eye look decidedly wonky! Mounted in the frame, things looked even worse. 
Alarms bells rang, so to help identify the problem I quickly 
removed the Tamiya kit arm from it’s sprue and hastily 
fastened it together. Test fitting this revealed something was 
wrong. At the pivot point with the frame it just didn’t look right, 
the arm was at a distinct angle. If I had of carried on, I would 
have had a serious misalignment with the front and rear 
wheels and that just wouldn’t do on a Rossi build! I contacted 
Etienne at Renaissance to report the swing arm problem. 
Could he help? I almost immediately received a reply and in 
fact he’d already been working on a new frame for the kit (Pic 
2). The two pivot holes on the frame were at different heights, 
so when the swingarm was mounted it wasn’t level. A few days 
later and two new frames arrived. The new one-piece frame 
was cleaned up and offered the swing arm: all was now well. 

I continued with cleaning up the fairing parts, removing flash and filling pinholes with more epoxy putty as I 
went. The fairing was attached to the frame to check alignment and to establish the threads in the 
appropriate holes for the tiny Tamiya screws. I also test fitted the Tamiya windscreen – the fit was perfect. 
Moving on to the seat, a little less cleaning was required but straight away I realised that the seat would need 
some reshaping to fit the frame properly and unlike the Tamiya part which has locating lugs and holes for 
screwing to the frame, I needed to drill holes so it could be mounted. The same applied to the tank as my 
example had a small lug already broken off, which would allow it to be held in place with another screw. I 
scratchbuilt a slightly larger one and drilled a central hole. This was then offered up to the frame and with the 
seat taped in place, I began understanding where I needed to trim from and where to start drilling the holes. 
Once these were located I found the tank needed to be trimmed underneath as it fouled the upper frame 
brace and while I was at it, I fashioned a fill-in piece from plastic card to cover the hole left from the casting 
process. (Pic 3) After more sanding and filling, I fixed the fairing, tank and seat and basic engine block onto 
the frame, complete with swing arm to take a look. The angle of the seat also effects how the upper exhausts 
will peer out from under the seat and so these were constructed and test fitted. The 2000 bike frame had an 



upper brace from which a bracket was mounted onto which the 
exhausts were attached. Only the upper brace remained on the 
01 bike and nowhere to locate the exhausts! Renaissance give 
you an etched bracket which holds the tail pipe ends together 
and I guess the intention is that this will give enough strength 
to hold everything in place once the pipes are glued into 
position on the engine….

My attention turned to the forks. The Tamiya kit has 2000 
season forks; the 2001 bike used fork ends that eventually 
found their way onto the 2002 season Honda RC211V, so 
these ends were 

stolen from a Tamiya RC211V kit and mated to the 2001 fork 
tops. Still with me? To join the tops and ends together I 
planned to use some machined brass pistons from Museum 
Collection. Some careful cutting, sanding and drilling resulted 
in an updated fork set that matches my references. I also 
removed the extended bracket on the 2002 fork bottom as the 
mudguard was attached differently on the 2001 bike – and I 
modified the mudguard accordingly; with a little reshaping, 
things were much improved (Pic 4). To help further I also stole 
some updated brake callipers from another Tamiya kit.

The revised air intake called for some changes to the engine. I removed the upper parts of the kit intake on 
both halves of the engine and then glued them together. The angle at which the resin intake met with the kit 
parts was a little off – so I fashioned some filler pieces from 20 thou card and created the right angle for the 
intake to meet up with the fairing opening. Once again no lugs were provided for attachment, so I installed 
two metal pins into the base of the resin part and drilled corresponding holes in the engine. After yet more 
finessing it line up nicely with the fairing. Another headache loomed in the form of the lower radiator. My 
references from the excellent Model Graphics Pit Walk No1 indicated that the main and lower radiator 
plumbing was different to that in the transkit: the resin part was roughly cast and looked too big – so I used 
the Tamiya example and modified the kit pump housing using solder and heat shrink tubing for the pipework. 
This was a bit of an hit and miss affair – without a proper locating lug for the radiator, much of it was down to 
test fitting and head-scratching to get it right.  I decided to do yet another test fit; this time with the engine 
and intake in place. I set up a spare set of forks onto the frame and immediately found the intake fouled the 
forks  - preventing them from turning. After correcting this problem I ventured further and assembled the 
bike’s main components; the swing arm with rear wheel, chain, brake discs, front wheel and fairing. After 
several weeks of work, I finally had a model that was ready for paint. (Pic 5,6,7)

My experiences at this point lead me to believe the Renaissance kit was no different than many other resin 
kits – in need of fine tuning to get the parts to become one, but worth the effort, as I now had, after many 
hours of toil, the beginnings of a 2001 NSR500 Honda. 

To be continued………

Next Meeting: August 15

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com
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