
August 2007.

Last Month’s Trophy Competitions.

This year’s American Trophy went to Paul Guppy with “The Bone”, a B1 Lancer aircraft in 1/72nd scale. I 
won Silver for my 1/72nd Hobbyboss Corsair, Bronze went to David Henwood for his “Orange Blossom” 
Chevrolet and also a Highly Commended for his 1/48th “Flyboy” Nieuport.
I won Gold in the Test Trout Trophy, for which the theme was The French Connection” with my 1/48th

Dassault Rafale M, Silver went to Steve Shrimpton for his CHAR B1 Bis tank and Bronze to Dave Henwood 
for his Nieuport 11 Bebe. Many thanks again to all of you who entered the competition. The next “Test Trout” 
competition is in October and the theme is “Germany Calling”.
Whilst we are on the subject of competitions, one of the entries suffered some damage whilst it was on the 
competition table and the owner was not made aware of it. There was some email exchanges after the 
meeting and I’ll come back to this subject later in the newsletter.

Chairman’s News……

I spoke with Les on the telephone a week or so back. He tells me that he 
and Pauline escaped the flooding but lost their mains water supply when 
the plant at Tewkesbury shut down. They were able to obtain water from a 
bowser and get bottles of water without too much trouble. The only 
problem he had when we spoke was getting rid of a garage full of empty 
plastic bottles!
Les has set up a modelling area in the house and has his two Les Vowles 
paintings flanking his table. We hope to be able to meet up with him at 
some of the forthcoming shows.

Club members at the June meeting to present 
Les Cooper with the painting we commissioned 
(excluding Phil, who was on the other side of 
the camera!)
Back row, l to r: Richard Parkhurst, Keith 
Trotman, David O’Meara, Tony Adams, Brian 
Sampson, Vic Short, Gary Jarman, Pat Camp, 
Mark Metters, Paul Guppy, Simon de 
Montfalcon.
Middle row, sitting on stage: Keith Hawkins, 
Lisa Howell, Les Cooper, John Hazell, Roger 
Doswell, Doug Howell.
Front row, Dave Henwood, Dougie Wotton, 
Richard Stewart, Ben Short.

Many thanks to Phil for taking the photos 
on the evening of Les’s presentation.

Events Since We Last Met.
The rain and flooding did much to ruin events over the July period, which was a shame…

Netley Marsh Steam Rally.
Rarely have I heard tell of such dogged determination under the most adverse of conditions to present our 
models to the adoring public. I believe this to be the stuff of legend! Arriving at the site on the Friday to set 



up, Lisa & Dougie found the place to be under a foot of water and were advised to come back on the 
Saturday. They did so and, manhandling their heavy bags of cast iron steam engines to the marquee, set the 
tables out nicely with the models, books on steam and club leaflets. Then the heavens opened and water 
rushed through the marquee in a torrent. Remember the site is in a cow field, and their feet sank into the 
mud / cow dung slurry to a depth of four inches. Many lost the footwear from their feet and so chose to go 
barefooted instead. Kids thought it was great fun to slide about in. Our intrepid duo found a less ignominious 
solution by tying a plastic bag over each of leg. Two thirds of the marquee was affected and the club had to 
fall back to the remaining area where once again they re-established their display. Many stall holders had 
stayed away and there were only 20 rather than 200 stalls set out. Conditions were so bad that it took an 
hour to walk 400 yards to the car with all the heavy gear. The cars became stuck in the field and straw and 
fencing were utilised to get them out. At one stage all vehicle movements were stopped for an hour owing to 
safety. Not only was the show short of traders, it was seriously short of public and the gate was down by 
£50,000 on the day. The situation for the next day looked to be no better so the show on the Sunday was 
cancelled (meaning the sponsors who have previously been able to donate profits to local charities have this 
year had to take such a hit as to rule out any further of these shows in the future).
Feeling tired and with aches and pains, our stalwart contingent drove home, stopping only to pop into a food 
shop for some supplies, where they attracted some attention from staff and customers alike. In retrospect, 
perhaps they should have removed the mud and cow pooh smeared bags from their feet before going in the 
shop. Anyway, I spoke to Lisa shortly after she got home on the Saturday and, although completely 
shattered with all the effort, had no problem with seeing the funny side of things. Well done to them!

Model Warship Weekend at Explosion!, Gosport..
Romsey Modellers joined forces with South Hants for this event that, although held at the same time as the 
Netley Marsh event, had nothing like the same amount of problems. I brought along as many maritime 
subjects as I could, plus a few extras to fill in space. Amongst these was my 1/48 P-51D that the ship 
modellers really took a shine to. Perhaps that means my ship models aren’t up to much! Although the show 
was not busy, it still proved to be a most enjoyable day that went quickly. Our latest member, David Wall-
Clarke, originally intended to stop briefly before going onto the submarine museum, but actually found 
enough of interest to stay for the day.

Forthcoming Events.

Hobbies Festival
Saturday 18 and Sunday 19 August, 11am - 5pm at Royal Victoria Country Park, Netley.
Lisa & Dougie will be representing Romsey Modellers at this event, so please say hello to them if you go 
along. The blurb for the event says “Experts and Enthusiasts will be available, throughout the weekend, 
giving help and advice about the variety of Hobbies and activities on offer. In the chapel area - various arts 
and crafts will be on show from painting and jewellery making to photography and lace making. Southampton 
Mineral & Fossil Society will also be there and invite anyone to bring along any unknown fossils and minerals 
they want identified.. For those who prefer the great outdoors there will be a great collection of activities for 
you. From archery to beekeeping, steam engines, model planes and trains, kite flying and much more. 
Don't miss: On Saturday - An Historical Tour of the old military Hospital which once stood on this site. Led by 
Philip Hoare (author of Spike Island). On Sunday - Wildlife Walk around the Country Park. Led by our local 
expert - Phil Budd. Walks are free. Meet at the chapel at 2.30pm. Free entry. 
Some activities may incur a small charge. Normal (extortionate!) car parking charges apply. 

Airbourne 2007 

The biggest FREE airshow in the UK, Eastbourne International  Air Show, 
will be held along Eastbourne Sea Front East Sussex from 16 - 19 August. 
Flying takes place each afternoon from approximately 12 noon until 5pm.

Airbourne 2007 hopes to repeat the packed flying programme of Airbourne 
2006 which included the all time favourites the Red Arrows, Eurofighter 
Typhoons, Falcons, Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, Harrier GR7, Hawk T1, 
RAF Merlin, The Mirage, Belgian Air Force F16 and Fouga Magister, Spitfire, 
Harvard and many more.
The flying display line is marked by a series of buoys 230 meters from the 
shoreline, and runs from Holywell in the West to the Pier in the East.



IPMS Avon Show 2007
This is being held on Sunday  August 19th ~ IPMS Avon present their Annual Show to be held at the Yate 
Leisure Centre, Kennedy Way, Yate, South Gloucestershire, BS37 4DQ. Contact ~ Phil 01454 850119
Information ~ http://www.ipmsavon.org.uk/  This has been a 
popular show with the club so if you intend to go along then please 
let me know if you would like to car share. 

Wings & Wheels.

Is being held at Dunsfold on Sunday 26 August. See 
www.wingsandwheels.net for details. Adult tickets are £20 on the 
day, £16 in advance.

Romsey Modelworld

Is being held on Sunday September 9 and we have requested our usual 24 x 4ft of table space. The venue 
is Mountbatten School once again and “Just Add Imagination” will be at the show for the first time so please 
do say hello to them. The show opens to the public at 10:00 so my intention is to arrive and set up from 9:00. 
If any of you wish to help man the club stand you are most welcome to do so and you will get in for free 
(providing you arrive well before 10:00). If you wish to sell unwanted books, kits, built models, etc, then place 
them beneath the club table with your name and the price marked on each. Please make a small donation to 
club funds from your proceeds. 

September Air Show
The IWM, Duxford, is holding this show on 8 & 9 September. “Duxford’s September air 
show is absolutely unmissable – an extravaganza of fast jets and vintage classics, 
aerobatics, movement, excitement and family entertainment.

The breathtaking Red Arrows make a welcome return, performing with air show 
favourites including the Spitfire and B-17 Flying Fortress. A true family event with many 
ground attractions – bring a picnic and make a day of it! “(hopefully it will have stopped 
raining by then!)

Kemble Open Day
This is being held at Kemble Airfield, Cirencester, Gloucestershire on 
Sunday 9th September from 1030 – 1630hrs and features: Battle of
Britain Memorial Flight Spitfire and Hurricane, RAF Hawk, Hunters, Jet 
Provosts, Gnat, Vampire, Delta Jets collection, Scandinavian Historic 
Flight etc etc. Admission: £10 per person. Contact: Kemble Events on 
09063 023320, events@kemble.com. 

Now where have I seen that Hunter before?

Shoreham Air Show.
This show is being held on 15 – 16th September. Tickets cost £20 on the gate, £15 in advance. Proceeds go 
to the RAF Association. The air display is said to consist of:

RAF Typhoon (Saturday Only).

2 Me 108 and 1 ME 109 provide an incredible (I suppose it would be with two 108’s!) attack on the airfield 
and a rapid response from 5 spitfires and 3 hurricanes.  Backed up by a fantastic ground display including 
anti-aircraft guns, airmen and the home guard dads army. 

http://www.ipmsavon.org.uk/
mailto:events@kemble.com


The heart stopping formation and aerobics of the Blades, amazing display with four extra aircraft and four ex-
red arrows pilots. 

Battle of Britain Memorial Flight -  Lancaster Spitfire and Hurricane

Gnat and two Jet Provosts  / Huey Helicopter   / Four aerosuperbatic wing walkers in their new sponsor 
Guinot colour scheme./ Mustang and Kittyhawk / Vampire T11 / Royal Navy Historical Flight, Seafire 17 / 
Musical display from Caroline Grace in the Spitfire / Catalina A / B25 Mitchell and Sally B17 provide a unique 
display / John Taylor in the Extra 300 / Hawk Jet Trainer / Tucano / Tutor  / Chinook / Merlin Helicopter / 
Yakovlev Team / Royal Navy Black Cats Helicopter Display Team / The Goodyear Extra 300 - Denny 
Dobson / Guy Westgate with a Glider Display not to be missed.

REDHILL AERODROME AEROJUMBLE and FLY-IN 

Saturday 22nd September 2007 at 10.30am Redhill Aerodrome, Junction 6 or 8 off the M25, Surrey. 
Aviation, Military, Book and Model Collectors Stands, Fly-In Inside and outside stalls £3 Entry.  Children 
under 14 free.  FREE car parking.

'Modelfest 2007'

IPMS Farnborough will be holding their show on September 23rd at Kings International College, Watchetts 
Drive, Camberley GU15 3PQ, approximately2 miles from junction 4 M3. The contact is Pete Readman and 
website www.ipms-farnborough.co.uk. Romsey Modellers have a table at this show so if you wish to join 
us please let me know at next month’s meeting.

Euromilitaire 2007
…..will be held over the weekend of 22nd - 23rd September (shame it clashes with the Farnborough show) 
at its usual venue of the Leas Cliff in Folkestone, Kent. The world famous Euro Militaire Competitions are 
a major feature of the show and are held in the Channel Suite - a well lit and air conditioned glass fronted 
extension with view of the English Channel - and most likely 'Dave' the bottlenose Dolphin who has made 
this stretch of the south coast his home. Friday is reserved as the 'set up' day for traders and clubs and the 
Show opens the following Saturday morning at 10am and closes at 6pm. On Sunday, the doors open at 
10am once again - until the Show closes at approximately 5pm. Folkestone's hotels and restaurants can get 
busy over the weekend and it's difficult to avoid gatherings and meetings of show attendees enjoying a drink 
or a meal out with friends. 
Advance tickets are now on sale and will be up to the 17th September where you can make savings: 
Telephone: 01303 228 600 or apply to Euro Militaire Tickets, Magicalia Publishing Ltd., Berwick House, 8 -
10 Knoll Rise, Orpington, Kent BR6 0EL.

Admission Prices: Adults: one day ticket is £10 (advance £9); two day ticket £14 (advance £13), 
Concessions: one day ticket £6.50 (advance £5.50); two day ticket £9 (advance £8)
Child (5 - 15years): one day ticket £6.50 (advance £5.50); two day ticket £9 (advance £8)
Family (2 adults + up to three children): one day ticket £26.50 (advance £25.50); two day ticket £37 (advance 
£36) 
The following vendors will be at the show: Accion Press SA, Accurate Armour, Adalbertus Wojciech Bulhak, AFV 
Magazine, Andrea Miniatures, Armstrongs Bases, Avid Reader, Azimut Productions Sarl, Bonapartes, Cammett Ltd
Cromwell Models, Cross's, Das Werk Miniatures, DB Models, Deluxe Materials, Der Bunte Rock, Des Kit, Dragon Models 
Ltd, Frank Miniatures, Friendship Models, Great North Roads, Historex Agents, HMA Books, HP Models, Imperial 
Gallery, Kit Krazy, Louis Stener Model, LSA Model, MC Miniatures, Milicast Model Company, Military Book Centre, 
Military Modelcraft, Military Modellbau Mors, Miniature Alliance, Name It! Ltd, Optum Hobby Aids Ltd, Osprey Publishing 
Ltd, Pegaso Model SRL Ltd, Perfect Scale Modellbau, Phoenix Precision Paints Ltd, Pilipili, Pol Models Ltd, Resicast, 
Roger Saunders, SB Models, Scale Link Ltd, Scotia Model Supplies, Sparta Modellbau, Storm Troopers, U Models, 
Wespe Models, Zenith Modelling.

Autumn Air Show.

This year’s show is being held at the FAA museum, Yeovilton, on Saturday 20 October. It is, as usual, 
aimed at the younger modeller but this year the museum has decided not to have any talks or workshops on 
modelling as these were not well attended. So many thanks for all your suggestions for subjects, but we can 
relax now knowing that this is no longer required.



IPMS Scale Modelworld 2007.

This event is being held at the Telford International Centre on November 10th / 11th.

Solent Model Railways.
Romsey Modellers will be having a stand at this event being held at “Oaklands”, Fairisle Road, Lordshill, on 
17 – 18 November.

Bugle Call 2007
The BMSS Bristol Branch Annual Show will be held in the Napier Hall, The Pavilion, North Parade Road, 
Bath, from 10.00 - 4.30.on Sunday 25th November.

What the papers say……

The Aeroplane.
DATABASE The Vickers VC10. Includes scale drawings and cutaway illustration.
A Biting North Wind... Yuriy Rubin describes how Russian pilots of the 78th IAP, the first 
Soviet unit to be equipped with foreign aircraft in wartime, got to grips with their Hawker 
Hurricanes. 
The Hens' Teeth in Junagarh Fort... the remarkable story behind the acquisition of a WW1 Airco D.H.9 
bomber, rediscovered in a maharaja's palace in India. 
Flying the Knife's Edge... Gordon Cammell recalls his 1950s exchange posting with the USAF flying the 
Convair F-102A Delta Dagger. 
Sea Fury Reborn... the Royal Navy Historic Flight Hawker Sea Fury FB.11's new colour scheme. 
Anushka Turns 60... Antonov's rugged six-ton An-2 biplane workhorse is 60 years old.

Air Modeler
August 07
Hughes H-1 Racer - Romain Hugault builds Howard Hughes’ H-1 Racer in 
1:48th scale
Sign of the Times - David E Brown investigates the markings of FW 190A-8 
‘Blue 9’ of 4./JG 301
Lou IV - Emmanuel Pernes builds the distinctive early model P-51D in 1:48th 
scale
Komet - Franck Oudin shows how to get the best from the Dragon kit of the Me 
163b
SBD-3 Dauntless - Part two of Fanch Lubin’s big Dauntless describing the 
painting techniques he used on the Trumpeter kit 
Xtreme Detail - The P-51D Mustang
G-Wizz - We take a look at Tomas Juriga’s 1:48th scale Bf 109 G-6

Fine Scale Modeler.
Sept 07.
COVER STORY: Hollis Hills' Mustang I
PORTFOLIO: Al Grimm's ace fighters by Mark Hembree
Skill Builder: Working with wire
ARMOR HOW-TO: Finish your first all-resin tank: Part Two by Bart Cusumano
Workbench Reviews: Hasegawa P-47D Thunderbolt; Dragon Marder III Ausf H; Dragon USS Belleau Wood 
CVL-24; Eduard Flyboys Nieuport 17; Dragon M51 Isherman; Minicraft C-130 Hercules Coast Guard Search 
and Rescue;
Flying Machines Fiat G.55 HobbyBoss T-34/76
History You Can Model Special: Boeing B-17 flying Fortress

Military In Scale.
September 07
Out Thu, 09 August 2007
ARMOUR
MONTY’S CHAPS: Pat Johnston builds and details the Tamiya 1/48 Crusader and then offers up plenty of 



tips on painting and weathering the model
WHY WAIT FOR THE RESIN...? Steve Irwin scratch-builds a small scale Bison, another mobile pillbox…
C FOR CAROLE…We’re trying to keep up with the number of Shermans that are being released at the 
moment, Nick Shuttleworth’s Firefly being the latest addition to the list…
IN GOD WE TRUST Antonio Martin Tello details the Italeri Chaffee, housing it in a very impressive diorama
A HEAVYWEIGHT BOXER! Tamiya’s Kruppe Protze truck was Luciano’s last MIS contribution and so it’s 
not surprising to see him use that kit as the basis for a very impressive and rather unique conversion, the 
Sd.KFz.247 armoured car…
AIRCRAFT
PACIFIC PIRATE Jaime Pastor specialises in Second World War fighters. This month he builds Vought’s 
Corsair, painting it in a very weathered colour scheme!
A TROPICAL TYPHOON An unsung hero, Messerschmitt’s ‘108 trainer is a great subject for a model. In the 
first part of a very special series, Aurelio Gimeno Ruiz builds Eduard’s 1/48 kit, offers up stacks of detailed 
construction and painting information, along with some excellent colour profiles.

Military Modelcraft International.
This Once Was My Home: Eric Austin gets to grip something a bit smaller than he is used to -
PlusModel's Stoewer Kfz.1
Inspecting the Destruction: Periklis Salessiotis returns with a 90mm figure from Pegaso Models
How Now Brown Blinda: Lee Lacey builds an Italian Armoured Car for 1940 -
the Autoblinda AB40
Military Odyssey 2007 - The World’s Largest Multi-Period Historical & Living History Re-
enactment Event & Pageant: John Burt gives readers a preview of the 2007 Show which this 
year will be held on the 25th - 27th August
A Famous Five? Andrew Dunstan carries out some simple figure conversions using plastic figures
Automitrailleuse de Decouverte Laffly 80 AM “Vincennes”: Gerald George gives us a pictorial description of 
one of Des Kits’ easier to build models
The Camera Never Lies: The Editor Goes On Location with a 1934 Fiat 508 Balilla Radio Van
Show Time - Trucks 'n Tracks 2007: David Grummitt reports on the show.

Model Military International.
Issue 17 - published on 2nd August 2007 
GRASSHOPPER: John Wilkes reviews Bronco’s 1:35 L-4 US Army spotter plane
MINI-MERK: The Editor builds Cromwell’s Combat 72 Merkava 4
WACHT AM RHEIN: Part 1 of Frank Helmling’s 1:16 RC King Tiger mega build
MOUNTAIN PASS-TA: Glenn Bowen puts Italeri’s AB-41 armoured car into an impressive setting
SCHLEPPING ALONG: Rhodes Williams offers an in-depth insight to his epic Land Wasser Schlepper 
project
MAFVA NATIONALS: We report on this year’s annual show at IWM Duxford
BATTLEFIELD AMBULANCE: David Doyle supplies us with information on the fascinating Holden 
ambulance Jeep conversion
PREVIEWS: 
Paul Egerton checks out this familiar looking 1:35 UH-1D from Dragon 
Graeme Carruthers takes a look at Accurate Armour’s SAS 110 Land Rover Darren Thompson casts an eye 
over Dragon’s latest and possibly best Panzer IV Andrew Willis previews Dragon’s latest US Half-Track, the 
M4 Mortar Carrier.

Scale Aircraft Modelling
Aircraft in Profile: USAFE’s Steve Davies tells the story of the 48th Fighter Wing, while David Howley 
provides colour artwork 
Nationalist 91: Building Sword’s Fairchild 91: Dale Smith moved well outside his usual interests to attempt a 
limited-run kit. He chose Sword’s 1:72 scale interpretation of the Fairchild 91 amphibian and thoroughly 
enjoyed the challenge it presented
Inside Story: RAN S-70B-2 Seahawk: Chris Ayre takes a detailed look at Australia’s primary anti-submarine 
and anti-shipping helo
SAM Plans: Potez 540: Peter Green illustrates the quirky French bomber in 1:48 scale
Modelling Masterclass: Part 23: Final touches: Vic Scheuerman concludes his back-to-basics look at scale 
aircraft modelling



Modelling without the ‘puff’: The fine art of brush painting: Derek Reeve describes the brush-painting 
techniques he has developed over more than five decades of scale modelling
439’s Canadair ‘Sword’: Building the Sabre 6: Massimo Santarossa needed a Sabre Mk 6 for an ongoing 
project. Lacking an accurate kit he created a superb model with the simple conversion of a 1:48 scale 
Hasegawa F-86F

Tamiya Model Magazine International.
Sept 07, Issue 143- published on 16th August 2007 
MILITARY MINIATURE: Tamiya’s new 1:35 Renault UE Armoured Tractor, reviewed in detail
TALONS CONTEST: The all-new 1:48 F-16CJ Block 50 from Tamiya, plus colour profiles from 
RJC!
THE UNAPPROACHABLE NORTON: Revell’s 1:9 Manx gets a revamp
KIT PREVIEW: 1:12 Tamiya Kawasaki Ninja; 1:350 Tamiya I-400 Japanese sub; 
1:35 Bronco Humber Scout Car Mk.I; 1:32 Montex CA Boomerang; 1:48 Hobbyboss F/A-18 
and Rafale jets; 1:35 Tamiya Hetzer mid-production; 1:35 Zvezda KV-1 tank
THE FIGHT FOR LIBERTY; 1:350 Liberty Ship from Trumpeter - superdetailed
TO ‘L’ AND BACK: 1:35 Panzer II ausf. L
I have emailed many of the hobby magazines and given them our latest details. If you see out of date 
information being published then please let me know.

New Plastic.

The following items caught my eye whilst reading the August issue of SAMI. Firstly Czech Master Resin 
(CMR) have announced kit DS05 which is a catapult launch detailing set so you can depict your 1/72 
Buccaneer being ready for launch. This sounds a terrific idea and I hope to find further information about it 
later. Eduard will be releasing a set of 1/48 US Navy personnel circa 1942 that I will find of great use for the 
SBD that is in my pending stack! Finally, Montex are releasing a Gloster Gamecock in 1/32 scale and I’m 
looking forward to reading some reviews of that in the future.

Bournemouth Aviation Museum.

If you have not been before, I do recommend a visit to 
this museum that is located at Bournemouth International 
Airport at Hurn. Keith Trotman went a year ago and his 
photos are on last year’s Romsey Modellers Reference 
CD. I’ve taken further ones that I will put onto this years 
one. You enter the museum through a shop (where you 
can buy cold snacks as well as books, kits, etc) and into 
the display hangar. There you will find numerous 
restored aircraft. Amongst my favourites were a Sea Fury 
and Buccaneer. You then go along a corridor where 
there are rooms of interesting topics (including stacks of 
nicely made models) as well as the Engineering 
Workshops and then reach the outside of the building, 
where there are cockpits accessible for sitting in and 
photographing. At the very end of the walk is a picnic 
area where I spent two or three hours in the sunshine 
having lunch at a picnic table whilst reading the latest 
issue of the Tamiya Magazine and watching the 
comings, goings and antics in the nearby dispersal area. 
Plenty of sport also to be had goading the “anoraks” with 
their radios listening in to the control tower radio traffic.

Latest Models From Adrian Cowdry.
Many of you will remember Adrian from South Hants club who was attracted to the bright lights of the big 
city. We still keep in contact with Adrian and he is on the distribution list for Update. Adrian has sent me 
photos of his latest work. The 1/48 Spitfire Mk. 24 is from Eduard and the Aussie Centurion is from AFV Club 
depicted in Viet Nam with Firestorm Mantlet cover with decals applied from dry transfer sheet. Two Verlinden 
figures, Firestorm Aussie Viet Nam signs, Mig pigments and a good dose of imagination!



Plea For Help!
Can any of you help Paul Adams with the following request?…

Titanic 100
Many of you will be aware that I plan to build a 1/350th model of RMS Titanic. The completion of this project 
will coincide with the 100th anniversary of the tragic sinking in 1912 and if all goes to plan the completed liner 
will grace our club displays during 2012, some way off I know, but with a lot to learn I’m giving myself plenty 
of time to understand and try out new modelling techniques and finishes, and maybe even build a few 
vessels before hand.

I intend to display the model in waterline form (the kit is full hull) and…drum roll please…to light it!  I have 
been collecting various reference pictures from the internet and downloaded a 200 page plus rivet counters 
guide to building and correcting the Minicraft kit. Amazon.com kindly supplied two very good Titanic books 
after an exchange of sterling, however I’m still looking for some info on the following:

· Useful articles or tips on making seascapes.
· Lighting for ships or related subjects, particularly using fibre optic.

I would be grateful if you could look amongst your book and magazine collection for anything that maybe 
relevant. I have the last ten years or so of Tamiya Model Mag, so I’m covered there! A photocopy of the 
article would suffice, however if you don’t have access to free copying then if I may borrow the article I can 
get it done at work.

By coincidence, Simon sent me the following that may be worth a play with. This material is from the “Woodland Scenics” 
range.

Model Damage.

As mentioned earlier, one of the models on the competition table appears to have been handled by someone 
other than the owner. Whether the model toppled over due to the table being nudged or through the 



springiness of the stage floor is not known, but what is clear is that the model was propped back into position 
afterwards. There was some damage to the model.

As modellers, I think we are all well aware of the time, skill and effort that goes into construction of any model 
(and can appreciate what is involved in those models that will be placed into 
regional or even national competition) and treat them with the greatest care.

I am sure that this is a one-off incident and don’t want to over react, but it is 
essential to the well being of the club and to all of us individually that members 
feel relaxed and encouraged to bring along their work, whether in-build or 
completed, for us to be look at, learn from and be inspired to try for ourselves.

So here are some general rules that I think all of us must adhere to (and I’m sure 
we already do). Firstly, do not handle anyone else’s model without their 
permission and really only when they are with you. Remember to keep fingers 
well away from models as items such as aerials, rigging, etc, can often be hard to 
see and are easily damaged. If you see a model that needs attention, only touch 
it if it is in imminent risk of further damage (for example, if a model should get 
knocked over on a club stand at a show and some or all of it land on the floor 
and be at risk of being inadvertently stepped on by the public). Otherwise, make 
the owner aware of the problem and let them put it right. If you see anyone 
touching a model who shouldn’t be, please ask them not to touch and make me 
or the owner aware of what has happened. 

During competitions it may be necessary to move the models on the table. The 
Competition Secretary will normally request the owner to move the model but 
may move the model himself if he feels the risk to be very low. If you do not want 
the Competition Secretary to handle your model because you think he is a 
fumbling buffoon then just say so: he will not feel offended!

Also, from now on we will place the competition tables on the floor and against a side wall of the club hall 
rather than the stage. That should give a firmer standing for them and more space for members to gather 
around (and without the risk of any of them stepping back and falling off the stage!).

On the Workbench. Rossi’s Hawaiian 5-0-0, Part 2: Let painting begin!

In the second of Paul’s articles on the build of this bike, he takes us through the painting and decaling process… 

Before painting I began by washing all of the resin parts in warm soapy water so that any release agents 
could be removed and small particles of resin and dust would be wash away from any fine detail areas and 
fixing holes. I always start a bike model by painting the fairing and bodywork related parts. This is mainly 
because it’s the longest process and frankly if it doesn’t turn out well there’s little point in continuing with the 
model – the paint job is the first thing most observers will look at and most will not get past a bad one to look 
at any detail you’ve added! 

The Mugello Honda is relatively simple to paint just a base white over which the decals will be applied. I 
primed everything in Halfords Plastic white primer. My customary 3 coats covered the yellow resin just fine. I 
included spraying the insides of each part too. The fairing in particular was very translucent and I figured that 
when the insides were painted satin black, this might darken the white. After fixing a few minor blemishes the 
primer was gently wet sanded with 1500 grit wet and dry paper, which yields a lovely smooth surface.  My 
airbrush was primed with airbrush ready Zero pure white acrylic 
basecoat paint and applied in three coats, 5 minutes apart in a 
criss-cross fashion, checking constantly to ensure even 
coverage. The drying time for this paint is short; 30 minutes or 
so is all you need before you can move onto applying the 
clearcoat over the satin finish. I chose Mr Hobby Topcoat, a 
rattle can acrylic clearcoat, which is very forgiving of the 
modeller, in that it dries very flat and smooth and requires 
comparatively little polishing.  The clear was applied after a 
short warming session in water in three coats, two of which 
were heavy ‘wet’ coats. The body parts were set-aside for three 
days, and then polished using fine wet and dry paper and 
Tamiya’s coarse and fine polishing compounds. The parts were 
then ready for the major task of decaling. (Pic 8)



From the outset it was clear that decaling this bike was going to be no picnic. Around 90% of the surface 
area is decal and with very little room for error, correct placement was essential. Over the course of planning 
this build, I scoured the Internet for reference photos and oddly for a Rossi bike, found very little of use.

So most of the placement information was gleaned from the pictorial instruction sheet, not ideal, but 
combined with some fuzzy pictures from the race, I made do. Decaling began while manning the table at the 
Salisbury show with applying the small decals to the front mudguard. This enabled me to get a feel for how 
the decals reacted to Microsol before committing the larger colour swatches elsewhere. Immediately I made 
a placement mistake, which I didn’t realise I’d done until applying the last few on the mudguard! Great start!  
The liberal use a Microsol was a must as virtually every decal was laid over a curved surface and would not 
conform without some assistance. That same day I applied one of the fairing side large decals, which proved 
much tougher than I first thought. After about one hour of frantic readjustment and reference checking and 
Microsol, I got the decal into position…. with an audience! With that scare over, I decided that I’d better slow 
down, so over the following days I carefully applied the remaining decals. In all, I spent 12 hours on 
application with a second bite at the lower cowl as I made yet another mistake in alignment. The decal set is 
very good with some minor problems, in particular the left side fairing decal is not sized correctly around the 
air vent and this compromises it’s position and then leads to other problems further along, hence the need to 
redo the lower cowl. Even after doing this, the left side Nastro logos are a little ‘off’. I found also that 
separating some of the flowers from the larger decals made fitting easier – simply just less to think about. 
These separated decals could then be fitted a little later. After one week to allow the decals to fully dry, I 
applied 4 more coats of Mr Hobby Topcoat, 3 of which were ‘wet’ heavy coats. When clearing over decals, 
and I guess this applies to clearing over aircraft or armour subjects too, it is vital to allow the moisture 
trapped beneath the decal to evaporate beforehand, otherwise you risk a reaction that will ruin your hard 
work. The parts were put to one side to allow the now glossy finish, to harden.  A few days later and 
polishing commenced. Depending on the finish out of the can, I usually start with fine wet and dry paper and 
remove any ‘major’ blemishes and flatten off the glossy finish. I then move on to Tamiya’s coarse compound 
and work this in to achieve a smoother surface, being sure to remove any fine scratches from the sanding 
process. Eventually I work through the fine compound and finally the finish grade, which really brings out a 
superb look to the decals and paint with a deep gloss shine. (Pic 9,10,11) 

With the decaling complete I could then begin painting the other parts and I started with priming the frame, 
swingarm, exhausts, intake, hugger and wheels in grey plastic primer from Halfords. These parts were done 
first as they all start out in various finishes of black. The frame along with the swingarm and exhausts were 
sprayed gloss black from a can of Tamiya’s TS14 in readiness for Alclad polished and aircraft aluminium. 
The intake and hugger got a coat of Halfords satin black and the wheels had two airbrushed coats of Zero 
pure black followed up with two coats of 2-part clearcoat. Again following my own sequence, I turned to 
decaling the various parts that were made from carbon fibre and kevlar. I chose Scale Motorsports (SMS) 
and Studio 27 (S27) decals for this task. The rear hugger was covered with medium sized S27 carbon kevlar, 
and the remaining parts, SMS plain weave pewter patterned carbon fibre in 1/20th scale. Carbon decaling is 
not a task that can be hurried, in all I spent around 15 hours just completing this! The finish on carbon parts 
is often open to debate, and it has changed over the years. In many cases race teams add a clearcoat to 
parts that are seen outside of the fairing and leave others in their natural, satin look. Check any modern 
Formula One car and you’ll see even the tiniest carbon parts finished as well as any of the paintwork. Bike 
teams have followed suit in recent years, however a few years back Honda left some parts plain or satin and 
others glossy. I plumped for the glossy look as this offered improved longevity because the decals are 
covered in a harder finish and, it tends to hide minor failings in the modeller’s ability to apply them cleanly! A 
couple of coats of 2-part clearcoat were sprayed through my cheap airbrush and left to dry.



Race bike exhausts pipes offer an excellent opportunity to get a little creative – the heat staining effects seen 
on them can add a splash of exotic colour and so I wasted no time in deciding how I wanted mine to look. 
This was also a chance to try my new Iwata HP-CH airbrush out – fitted with a fine tip, it was made for a task 
like this. After checking references I began by masking off the weld 
seams with 1mm Tamiya tape. A band of Tamiya clear orange 
darken with Tamiya smoke was sprayed around each seam, 
lessening the effect as I worked towards the silencer. This was 
followed with smoke and clear blue around the first few seams and 
along the pipe. Finally Testors purple pearl was thinned and 
sprayed around the blue areas, which gives a nice realistic heat 
effect. To finish I unmasked the seams and hand painted a thin 
black line around each one, adding further to the detail.  Overall, I 
was pleased my two hours of work, though next time I will try 
Tamiya enamels rather than acrylics as I think they will give me a 
finer result. I added retaining springs to each of the silencers, 
another fiddly 8-hour task, and finished off with a wash of Humbrol 
Metalcote Gun Metal. (Pic 12)

Once the clearcoat was dry on the carbon parts I masked off the airbox section of the engine and set about 
giving it some colour. Humbrol Metalcote gunmetal was used for the main block and a mix of Metalcote 
polished aluminium and steel for the cylinder heads. When gunmetal is airbrushed it dries totally flat. I use a 
wide brush and lightly ‘drybrush’ the paint that polishes the edges and highlights some features whilst 
leaving a matt finish elsewhere. This I think produces a very realistic finish. I attached various parts to the 
engine and mounted it into the frame. Hopping around a little I mounted the tyres and applied the Michelin 
decals. On the last few kits I have built I have weathered the tyre manufacturer logos. They tend to look 
somewhat overstated straight on and so this time I mixed a wash made largely from Tamiya acrylic Buff, a 
little orange and black and brushed it on in two light coats.

With many of the minor parts painted assembly of the frame, swingarm and ancillaries could take place, 
more of which next month.

On the Workbench – 2: Eurofighter Typhoon. Part 1: Assembly.

Revell 1/48 Single Seat Fighter.

Having thoroughly enjoyed the building of Revell’s Rafale M French naval 
fighter, I was really looking forward to constructing their recent release of 
the single seat version of the Eurofighter Typhoon. My intention was, like 
the Rafale, to build it straight from the box as a quick build. Unlike the 
Rafale, this one was a bit of a roller coaster when my first initial 
enthusiasm became quickly dashed, then construction of the complicated 
fuselage (particularly the jet intake areas) lead me to make a conscious decision to depart from the kit 
instructions and didn’t know for quite a while whether this would be a disastrous mistake. However, in the 
end (that is, with the assembly substantially completed and ready for primer and paint) I think the kit looks 
superb and well worth all my troubles.

The kit comes in a large end-opening box and contains loads of parts. There are plenty of underwing stores 
to choose from and one of the decisions you may want to make is to limit yourself to those that are in service 
use so far or to go for the maximum “bling”. That is a decision to be made early on, as you will need to drill 
out holes for pylons before the wings are glued together. I used a fine drill to mark the centres of the holes 
and these were opened up from the outside when the time came to glue the pylons in place. At least then, 
had I had a change of mind, all there would be is a pinhole to fill rather than 2mm ones.

Construction starts with the cockpit. The floor and side consoles are a single moulding. The control stick (I 
wouldn’t call it a control column, as it is more like a computer’s “joystick”) locates into a separate housing that 
is glued to the main moulding. One thing you must do with this kit is to test fit parts well in advance, as I 
found it necessary to remove lots of material from this part to enable the ejector seat to fit in (although I left 
the ejector seat out until much later on in the build). The control panel fits nicely and I used Microscale 
Liquitape to hold it in place for painting (this it to be pulled apart and reattached as convenient). Masking 
tape was added to where the ejector seat would be glued to the floor and then the assembly was airbrushed 
with Alclad primer followed by Humbrol 127 enamel. Revell supply a superb decal sheet in the kit and this 
includes items for the instrument panel and consoles. These need to be applied on top of moulded detail 
and, not wanting to get this wrong, Paul Adams tried the first one for me whilst we were on the club stand at 



the Salisbury model show. After a minor hiccup, the results looked good. Then back to me. Disaster. Those 
large decals on the side consoles distorted 
all over the place and fine lines that should 
have been straight ended up all twisted and 
turned [1]. So, in the end, I removed them 
using a tooth brush and soapy water and 
painted in the detail by hand and the 
decision made to glue the canopy closed so 
you can’t look too closely! The various large 
VDUs were painted in with Tamiya IJN 
Green [2]. If I were building this kit anew, I 
would strongly consider buying the Eduard 
Zoom set that contains pre-painted parts for 
the cockpit.

The fuselage halves can be joined together quite early on: there is only the cockpit and some nose weight to 
trap between them. As is becoming usual, I put half a church roof of lead into the front rather than the mere 
30gr stated in the instructions. The instructions would also have you attach the canard wings before gluing 
the two halves together, but I will put them on with Liquitape during painting and fix them permanently at the 
end. Unlike the Rafale, the canards are not linked so if you leave them hinged chances are that one will 
settle at a different angle to the other and look totally daft. The halves were glued in stages, starting from the 
front, to get everything correctly lined up. A strip of plasticard was glued beneath the spine to reinforce the 
joint in this area. Once fully dried, I jumped a few steps in the instructions and attached the air brake, rear 
cockpit deck and spine piece. Not wanting to sound too derogatory, but these parts are more reminiscent of 
Airfix ones when it comes to poor fit and soft detail. I decided to have the air brake closed and this meant 
sawing away the internal detail on the spine (Part 46). The airbrake was sanded on a flat sheet of wet or dry 
until it fitted flush with the fuselage. The spine piece had the locating tabs cut off and then given the wet or 
dry treatment (I always use the paper wet) so it matched the air brake at the front and the fuelage at the rear. 
The ends of each of the three pieces were then fettled until the neatest result was achieved, glued into place 
and followed up with Mr Surfacer (an essential aid to the builder!) applied with a chisel edged cocktail stick to 
complete the job.

Now came my major departure from the kit instructions: assembly of the jet air intakes. The kit has upper and 
lower halves which are glued together [3] and then attached to the lower wing. There is also a blanking piece 
to close off the intake an inch or two in. Internal surfaces of the fuselage halves fill in gaps along each side of 
the intakes. All in all, a complicated affair difficult to assemble without gaps. These gaps would also be 
awkward to fill and smooth. Internal painting would also be difficult. Consequently, I decided to build the 

intakes into the fuselage rather than the lower 
wing, and left the blanking plate off until all the 
gluing, filling, sanding and painting was completed 
in this area [4].  I found it necessary to use some 
plastic strip to fill gaps at the fuselage sides and 
copious amounts of Mr Surfacer to fill the 
numerous seams. 2400 grade Micromesh 
wrapped around an X-Acto handle was used for 
the first stage of sanding. 4000 grade folded over 
and held by self-gripping tweezers was a most 
convenient way to do the finishing and get access 
to all the surfaces. The Micromesh was used wet 
to minimise clogging.

The intake nozzles were sprayed with Alclad primer that, unfortunately, dried rough and so I had to do 
another round with the 4000 grade Micromesh. Once this was completed, the blanking plate was glued to the 
rear of the intakes. The blanking plate is a bit of a surprise to me, in that it is clearly visible from the front of 
the aircraft but lacks any detailing, such as compressor fan blades. I painted the blanking plate dark grey and 
painted on some (hardly convincing looking) blades in the lower halves.

The lower wing was added next, having first assembled and painted the main wheel wells. These assembled 
fairly easily, the only thing to watch for being the installation of a pair of bent pipes running axially: if 
positioned incorrectly they foul on the inside of the fuselage halves when you come to put the wing in place. 
The wells were sprayed with Alclad primer followed by RN10 off-white from the White Ensign Models (WEM)
range, thinned using the wonderful Humbrol enamel thinners. The white was directed from the underside of 



the wheel well and only lightly coated on those shaded areas deep into the bay. Parts of the wheel well are 
included on the fuselage and upper wing halves so remember to do those at the same time. I used a wash to 
bring out some of the detail, but this is probably better done during the weathering stages later on.

I found it necessary to do a lot of filing on the fuselage to get the wing to line up correctly. I also glued scraps 
of Plasticard in place to support the wing in position. The upper halves were added once the glue had set 
and, once again, scraps of Plasticard were glued along the wing root to help align and support these [5]. I 
applied glue to the scraps and attached them to the root. The upper wing half was then fitted and this pushed 
the scraps into the required positions. These were left to harden off before the wing was finally glued into 
position. Clothes pegs were used to clamp around the edges and a strip of wood (a coffee stirrer from Costa 
Coffee!) pressed the wing down along the root [6]. All that was necessary after this had set was to add Mr 
Surfacer and sand along all the seams.

After my experience when adding the pylons to the Rafale kit, I decided this time to glue them in place before 
painting the model. I find it useful to have a piece of thick Plasticard that I use to help me select drill sizes. I 
drill through the plastic and write alongside the hole the size of the drill. If you are then looking to drill a hole 
to insert some wire (or, in this case, the locating stubs for the pylons) just try it in the drill selector to get the 
closest fit.

Having decided to assemble the aircraft with the cockpit closed (to hide away the mistakes with the 
consoles), attention now turned to completing the assembly of this area. The instrument scuttle, sidewalls 
and rear decking (including a separate piece that attaches to the canopy, were airbrushed with Alclad primer 
followed by Tamiya German Grey and Lifecolor black along the sides of the scuttle to emphasise the 
curvature. Some details were highlighted using light grey. I then studied my efforts and decided I didn’t like it 
one bit! The scuttle, in particular, had a rough finish so this was smoothed off with Micromesh and painted 
using four shades of grey mixed from Ivory Black, Paynes Grey and Titanium White oil paint, with Liquin 
added to improve the fluidity and accelerate the drying time. The lightest shade was applied along the centre 
of the scuttle, brushing the paint out thoroughly. The next shade was used to apply a stripe each side and 
this was continued with the darker shades down to the edges of the scuttle. Once this was done, a large 
brush that was free of paint and 
thinners was used to blend the tones 
and the end result was well worth the 
effort [7]. I noticed on photos of the 
aircraft (which reminds me to thank Vic 
very much for lending me his books) a 
couple of white lines at the forward 
end, so I trimmed some decal (left over 
from the Hobbyboss Corsair kit) and 
applied these [8]. The other thing I 
didn’t like was the dry brushing, and it 
improved things enormously when I 
applied the highlights using oil paint 
(with plenty of Liquin) as fine lines 
using a small brush. 

The ejector seat had assembled fairly well, although I did find a problem with the back panel at the bottom 
edge that needed some attention with the file. The cushioning on the ejector sheet was hand brushed with 
Lifecolor Faded Olive Drab followed by a couple of glaze coats of Humbrol Olive Drab 41 (from their good old 
“Camouflage Colours” range) with Liquin. Detailed shade was added using neat paint and highlights were 



brushed in using Citadel “Rotting Flesh” (sounds charming)! I was really 
pleased with how the ejector seat turned out [9].

The HUD was airbrushed with Tamiya Clear Green well thinned with 
Tamiya thinners.

I mentioned there was a separate piece that fits into the canopy. Well, it 
probably fits if you glue the canopy open, but it sure doesn’t if you want it 
closed. So out came the “Dremel” and a lot of the detail at the back of the 
rear decking was cut away until everything fitted nicely [10].

The canopies are lovely mouldings. I dipped them in Johnson’s Klear and 
that added some nice shine. Then I noticed I hadn’t removed the moulding 
mark that runs along the centre of the canopy, so I said “Oh dear, that’s a 
shame” (or words to that effect).

I normally glue the windscreen in place before the hood goes on. I have 
discovered that it is a really good idea to hold the hood in position when 
you glue the windscreen on: when I fail to do this (which is nearly always!) 
the windscreen ends up skewed to one side. At least I remembered to do it 
this time [11].

So at this point the airframe is about ready for painting, and I must say it really looks good. Yes, nearly looks 
as good as a Rafale! The main problem has centred around the complicated air intake arrangement, so if 
you see one of the aftermarket companies offering a resin replacement for this area I suggest you give it 
strong consideration!

Next time, I’ll describe how badly the painting has gone!

Next Meeting: September 19

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com
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