September 2007.

Welcome if you are a new member.

If you are visiting us for the first time having seen us at Romsey Modelworld, you are most welcome! Make
yourself comfortable, relax and join in the banter. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided and the club
members will be pleased to help out in any way.

Is that Kristal Klear

.. or Humbrol Clearfix you prefer to use for gluing transparencies to aircraft models or for forming windows?
Following a request from Keith Trotman, the plan this evening is to try these out to see how useful they are
and to see if one technique works better than another. So if you have either of these, or others that I'm not
aware of, please bring them along with some scrap pieces of plastic for trying out.

Montfort Hall Re-Opens.

Montfort Hall Community Association has notified me that the hall will open again on the 17" September
having been repaired following the disastrous fire last May. They are inviting us to return.

Having seen the extent of the damage caused by the fire, it is remarkable that the hall has been restored so
quickly, for which those involved should be highly commended. The same can’t be said for the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) who decided not to proceed with prosecuting the culprits on the grounds of
insufficient evidence.

| need to have your views on whether we return to Montfort or continue at Ampfield. | have had replies from
some of you already. Here is a list of pro’s & con’s that you may want to ponder:

For: Against:
Montfort Hall. Nice size. Vandalism.

We were happy there and would not have |Dangerously poor lighting in car park.
left had it not been for the fire.

Possibility of starting earlier in the evening.|[Some problems with youths when we
had our airbrush course.

Within walking distance for some. Not easy to find for new starters.
Hard standing for cars.

Good lighting within Hall

Loyalty to the hall and community.
Slightly Cheaper (£16 vs £21)

Ampfield Village Hall |Very low risk of vandalism. Slightly more expensive.
Model magazines have just published this [Occasionally will have to change
as our new venue. nights: such as for February next year.

Car park lighting is good.
Easy to find and get to by most of us.

Plenty of tables and chairs.
The stage may or may not be useful to us.

We can discuss this and have a show of hands at the club meet on Wednesday.



Events Since We Last Met.

Hobbies Festival

Lisa & Dougie were made most welcome at this show held at Royal Victoria Country Park, Netley. A
comment was made that it would have been nice had we something to sell, rather than just display. So if we
go next year it may be worth giving our attics a clear our beforehand!

Romsey Modelworld

Another good show and it was nice to see so many club members participating and visiting. We had Vic,
Mark, John (welcome to the club, John!), Kerry, Richard, Paul and myself busy building kits and chatting
about the hobby to the public. We had one or two “near misses” with children touching models, but no
damage done thank goodness. There were many enquiries about the club so | do hope that we have some
new starters join us.

Forthcoming Events.

REDHILL AERODROME AEROJUMBLE and FLY-IN

Saturday 22nd September 2007 at 10.30am Redhill Aerodrome, Junction 6 or 8 off the M25, Surrey.
Aviation, Military, Book and Model Collectors Stands, Fly-In Inside and outside stalls £3 Entry. Children
under 14 free. FREE car parking.

‘Modelfest 2007'

We have 18 ft of table space at the IPMS Farnborough show being held on Sunday September 23rd at
Kings International College, Watchetts Drive, Camberley GU15 3PQ, approximately2 miles from junction 4
M3. Please let me know if you will be joining me on the club stand so | can make transport arrangements.
Directions from M3 J4:

Take A331 in direction Farnborough / Aldershot / Farnham

First slip road off dual carriage way (A325, towards Camberley)

Left at roundabout (B3411 Frimley Road, towards Camberley)

Straight on at traffic lights

Straight on at roundabout (Focus DIY on your left)

Under the motorway bridge, dual carriage way ends

Straight on at traffic lights

After about 300 yards, College is on your right

Turn right into Watchetts Drive

Turn right for Modelfest car park

Euromilitaire 2007

..... will be held over the weekend of 22nd - 23rd September (shame it clashes with the Farnborough show)
at its usual venue of the Leas CIiff in Folkestone, Kent. The world famous Euro Militaire Competitions are
a major feature of the show and are held in the Channel Suite - a well lit and air conditioned glass fronted
extension with view of the English Channel - and most likely ‘Dave' the bottlenose Dolphin who has made
this stretch of the south coast his home. Friday is reserved as the 'set up' day for traders and clubs and the
Show opens the following Saturday morning at 10am and closes at 6pm. On Sunday, the doors open at
10am once again - until the Show closes at approximately 5pm. Folkestone's hotels and restaurants can get
busy over the weekend and it's difficult to avoid gatherings and meetings of show attendees enjoying a drink
or a meal out with friends.

Admission Prices: Adults: one day ticket is £10; two day ticket £14, Concessions: one day ticket £6.50; two
day ticket £9.

The following vendors will be at the show: Accion Press SA, Accurate Armour, Adalbertus Wojciech Bulhak, AFV
Magazine, Andrea Miniatures, Armstrongs Bases, Avid Reader, Azimut Productions Sarl, Bonapartes, Cammett Ltd
Cromwell Models, Cross's, Das Werk Miniatures, DB Models, Deluxe Materials, Der Bunte Rock, Des Kit, Dragon Models
Ltd, Frank Miniatures, Friendship Models, Great North Roads, Historex Agents, HMA Books, HP Models, Imperial
Gallery, Kit Krazy, Louis Stener Model, LSA Model, MC Miniatures, Milicast Model Company, Military Book Centre,
Military Modelcraft, Military Modellbau Mors, Miniature Alliance, Name It! Ltd, Optum Hobby Aids Ltd, Osprey Publishing
Ltd, Pegaso Model SRL Ltd, Perfect Scale Modellbau, Phoenix Precision Paints Ltd, Pilipili, Pol Models Ltd, Resicast,



Roger Saunders, SB Models, Scale Link Ltd, Scotia Model Supplies, Sparta Modellbau, Storm Troopers, U Models,
Wespe Models, Zenith Modelling.

Autumn Air Show.

This year's show is being held at the FAA museum, Yeovilton, on Saturday 20 October. It is, as usual,
aimed at the younger modeller but this year the museum has decided not to have any talks or workshops on
modelling as these were not well attended. So many thanks for all your suggestions for subjects, but we can
relax knowing that this is no longer required. As usual, the club has a table at the show so please let me
know whether you are coming along.

IPMS Scale Modelworld 2007.

This event is being held at the Telford International Centre on November 10th / 11",

The Big Transport Collectors Fayre.

...for Bus, Truck, Rail & Steam is being held on Saturday November 10th at Winton School, London Road,
Andover from 10:30am to 8:00pm. It is an inside venue with refreshments available throughout the day.
Admission is £1.00.

Solent Model Railways.

Romsey Modellers will be having a stand at this event being held at “Oaklands”, Fairisle Road, Lordshill, on
17 18 November. Please can you let me know who wishes to come along so | can reserve sufficient table
space.

Bugle Call 2007

The BMSS Bristol Branch Annual Show will be held in the Napier Hall, The Pavilion, North Parade Road,
Bath, from 10.00 - 4.30.0n Sunday 25" November. If you would like the club to have a stand at the show
then please let me know. Alternatively, our friends at South Hants club will be there and I'm sure would
appreciate your company, so if you wish to do this then tell Simon or myself so arrangements can be made.

What the papers say

The Aeroplane.

NEW SERIES: Hidden History... Watching the Detectives — Dr Alfred Price tells the little-
known story of Germany's attempt to “sound out” Britain's radar defences in 1939, using the
Graf Zeppelin airship.

NEW SERIES: Aircrew... James Kightly looks at individual aircrew roles, starting with an RAF “Tail-end
Charlie” — an Avro Lancaster tail-gunner.

NEW SERIES: Dogfight... A new on-the-page debate, starting with Spitfire vs Hurricane and their relative
roles in the Battle of Britain.

DATABASE: The Hawker Hurricane...— one of the most valuable fighting machines in British history.
Includes scale drawings by Tim Hall.

Desktop Reconnaissance... Satellite mapping technology is now available to all those with a computer and
an inquisitive mind. Peter Davison explains how he tracked down some elusive aircraft treasures in the Far
East using Google Earth.

Brisfit to Baghdad... In 1934 two lads set off in a war-surplus Bristol F.2B with a “ > a

handful of AA maps — destination Baghdad. Johnny de Uphaugh recounts their _]'-5
journey. :
Gannet Down! Royal Navy pilot John Middleton and his crew suffered an
extremely rare double engine failure in a Fairey Gannet. Bob Gardner describes
what happened next.

AAC Strikes Gold... The Army Air Corps was formed 50 years ago. Melvyn
Hiscock looks back at the history of the Army's air arm and its role in conflicts
ranging from World War Two to Afghanistan.

Michail's Marvel... Keeping up to date with the preservation scene, Mark
Sheppard reports on a previously extinct MiG-3 fighter that has been returned to
the air in Russia and is now destined for America.




The Orient Express... Air Vice-Marshal George Black's first-hand account of how he rushed 12 Lightning jet
interceptors to Singapore on Exercise Ultimacy in 1969.

Xtreme Detail - The P-51D Mustang

G-Wizz - We take a look at Tomas Juriga’s 1:48th scale Bf 109 G-6

AFV Modeller sept 07.

Pulling Power - Dean Allison backdates the AFV Club 8" Howitzer and tows it with an M4 HST
Cold War Warrior - Jason Bobrowich builds a Canadian Centurion

Budapest 1956 - Attila Baranyai describes his diorama depicting the anti-communist uprising

Flak 88 Beaten Threat - Dragon's 88mm Flak 37 built by Ludovic Fortin

Lecelerc Arrival in Lebanon - Moustafa Assad examines the French MBT as it arrives in the region
Lecelerc in South Lebanon - The French MBT on peacekeeping duties.

Pattern your Panther - Philip Wee offers some advice on zimmerit application

Fine Scale Modeler. oOcto7

COVER STORY Up-armoring Tamiya's Humvee

SHIP HOW-TO Converting Revell's schnellboot into an S-38-class gunfighter: Part One
AIRCRAFT HOW-TO Modeling a Minicraft B-24D

Skill Builder: Stretching sprue

SHOWCASE David Vicker's "Saviors at Saipan”

Workbench Reviews: Trumpeter's big F-100D Super Sabre; Dragon "Dicker Max”; Trumpeter "Dicker Max";
Dragon UH-1D Huey; Roden RAF B.E.2c; Eduard Avia B-534 lll.série; Dragon USS Bon Homme Richard
CV-31; Tamiya GMC 21/2-ton 6x6 Cargo Truck; HobbyBoss F4U-4 Corsair
History You Can Model M113 Armored Personnel Carrier

Military In Scale. October 07.

AIRCRAFT

HIEN'D MODELLING: Kawasaki's Ki-61 Hien is very attractive aircraft and is perfect for a
miniature — especially in the hands of MDC's very talented designers. The Editor builds MDC's
1/32 kit, painting it along the way in a very famous colour scheme...

A TROPICAL TYPHOON: An unsung hero, Messerschmitt's '108 trainer is a great subject for a model. In
the second part of a very special series, Aurelio Gimeno Ruiz paints Eduard's 1/48 kit

DRONING ON! The Hellcat hasn't always carried a drab colour scheme, the aircraft being seen in a variety
of bright plumage too throughout its career. This month, Vic Scheuerman builds Academy's kit, completing it
as a very bright Navy drone

FEATURES

CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS

Mark Rolfe offers up alternative colours for builders of MDC's — and now Hasegawa's! — Ki-61 Hien
ARMOUR

DAK PANZER: MIS welcomes back Alex Clark to the fold as he unveils his very impressive 1/72 Panzer I,
a simple conversion based on Revell's excellent kit

CHARM OFFENSIVE: Nick Shuttleworth completes his pair of British Sherman variants. This month he raids
the unbuilt kit cupboard to produce a very fine Sherman llI

WEATHER BEATEN WARRIOR: Gary Kwan joins the MIS Team with his first model, a Panther D based on
Dragon's Premium Edition kit — the completed kit being finished in a very weathered colour scheme...

A LITTLE TROUBLE MAKER! Tamiya return to 1/35 German armour with the release of a simple, clean

and ultimately satisfying kit of the attractive Hetzer.

Model Aircraft Monthly. vol 6, Issue 9, Sept 07, On sale 26 Aug. i A e
Norwegian Falcon by Jens Brandal Describes and models the 1/48 scale Hasegawa F-16A i-m'l

‘Fighting Falcon’ in Royal Norwegian Air Force service ;;wg'
Elite 2007: by Michael Ullmann and Marcus Fiilber Report on the recent Electronic Warfare e e

and Live Training Exercise held in the main Luftwaffe Training Area of Heuberg in Germany in

June 2007

Lebanon War Falcons by Yoav Efrati Visits Ramat David, one of the ‘hottest’ bases in the IAF, and
photographs the F 16s used in the 2006 Second Lebanon War

F-16C Barak first kill by Yoav Efrati Builds the first IDF/AF Block 30 F-16C to score an air-to-air ‘kill' with
an infra red guided Python IV missile

European Vipers by Jens Schymura Offers a photo montage of F-16s used by European Air Forces



9th PRS in the CBI by John Stanaway Describes the aircraft and operations of this little known Pacific
Theatre-based USAAF photo recce

A Hazy Subject Lockheed Photo Recce F-4 and F-5 Lightnings by Paul Lucas

Describes the camouflage schemes and markings carried by the USAAF’s photo reconnaissance Lightnings,
supported with colour profiles by Peter Scott

A Right Load of Faireys by Tony O Toole Models a Firefly AS.5 and a pair of Firefly FR.1s in 1/48 and 1/72
scale

The Forgotten Cruise HMS Triumph and the 13th Carrier Air Group by Tony O Toole

Describes the Royal Navy's Carrier Force in the Korean War June to September 1950

Scale Aviation Modeller, Vol 13, Iss 9, Sept 07. On sale 25 Aug.

Big, Bad, & Beautiful by Jay Laverty Hasegawa 1/32. Unusual markings on a post-war British
Thunderbolt

Modellers Profile The Grumman Duck

Scaling Down Hercules by Gary Hatcher Minicraft 1/144. The AC-130H Gunship in miniature
Explosive Mix by Lukasz Kedziersky Warrior 1/48. The AMX International AMX looking good,
from the resin kit

Turboprop Twin by Wojciech Butrycyz Amodel 1/72. Russia's versatile transport, the An-26
Shorthorn by Dave Hooper Chorozy 1/72 An excercise in rigging, patience, and more rigging
Handling the Black Jet by Gary Prettyman Tamiya 1/48. A quick build of the F-117A Nighthawk in
spectacular markings

US Patrol Another helping of Steve Palmer's outlook on American aviation
Plus World of Flight Aircraft Guide Part Nine Bf 109 Ninth in a 12-part series.

Scale Models International. Vol 37, Iss 438, Sept 07, On sale 30 Aug.

Super-fighter! Dassault Rafale Revell 1:48 Plastic Build

American Dream Machine Harley Davidson Testors 1:6 Diecast & Plastic Build
Beautiful BBR Ferrari 375 Plus BBR Models 1:18 Diecast Collectable

Russian Raider T-34/76 Meduam Tank Revell 1:35 Plastic Build

Predator Alien Warrior Sideshow Collectibles 12" Resin collectible

Racing Colours Lexus SC430 Coupe Tamiya 1:24 Plastic Build

Exterminate! Dr Who Dalek Comet Miniatures 1:8 Plastic Build

Model Military International. issue 18, on sale 6 Sept.

» PREVIEW lan McGonagle casts an eye over Tamiya’'s new Renault UE Tractor

» WINTER CROSSING Henry Lu describes how he achieved his realistic wintry setting

» PREVIEW Bruce Crosby looks at Italeri’'s latest Amtrac, the LVT 2

» HMM 261 BULL FROG The Editor finally finishes the Academy 1:48 CH-46 Sea Knight

» REMAGEN (ITS STILL UP) a small diorama depicting the moment the bridge was spotted intact
» PREVIEW the lowdown on the box-bulging, Steel wheeled Panther G from Dragon

» STUPENDOUS STUG Thomas Anderson builds the ultimate StuG IV

» PREVIEW Darren Thompson gives his initial
impression of Dragon’s Sd.Kfz. 251/17

» COMBAT READY CAT Jason Bobrowich with
images of the Canadian Leopard C2s serving in
Afghanistan

New Plastic.

Maurice Corry Miniatures.

When | first started painting figurines, one of my
favourite makes of 120mm resin figurines came from
Roll Call that was run by the very talented Maurice
Corry. They are exceptionally well sculpted, being
very natural looking, and good value for money. f
Unfortunately, the company disappeared although |
believe some of the kits were still around if you \
looked hard enough. Well | was very pleased to see -

that Mr Corry is back in business and the recently MC10, Trooper 505th PIR England 1944
released figure on the right is number 10 in the

Wl




series and looks brilliant. If you fancy a go at model figurines, | recommend this one!

Two new releases, both 120mm resin figures.

#MC,9 SS Leibstandarte Panzerknaker, £25

#MC10, Trooper 505th PIR England 1944, £28.50.

Contact details are: Maurice Corry, 40 Branksome Road, Coundon, Coventry CV6 1FX or at
mcorryl@aol.com 172 scuz___F-105D THUNDERCHIEF

Joe confirms Tamiya’s 100™ 1/48 aircraft is a Feisler Storch, surprisingly a
German subject. | must confess that | was hoping for something more
dramatic, such as a B-17 Flying Fortress!

Phil has also contacted me to say that Trumpeter's F-105D Thunderchief
has been released in 1/72 scale.

Romsey Modellers Yahoo Group.

Phil has informed me that this has been closed down, as there were no postings in the past six months and
only two over the past year.

Plea For Help!

John Hazell has contacted me to say that he has a Revell Victor K Mk 2 kit No 04326 that is lacking
instructions or decals. Can anyone help out?
Keith Trotman would like to know how to remove dried residues of Maskol from brushes, short of using
cellulose thinners. Anyone have any ideas?

On the Workbench. Rossi s Hawaiian 5-0-0, Part 3: LET S GET IT TOGETHER

In the third and last part of Paul s articles on the build of this bike, we
find that despite his best efforts to trial fit everything at an early stage,
he still runs into big (and frustrating) problems. Many thanks to Paul for
taking the time and trouble to write these articles for Update. If you
would also like to make a contribution to future issues, please let me
know what you have in mind and |l try to offer whatever assistance |
can.

Once the engine was attached it was time to begin assembly.
This is where the fun ended and the misery began! The shock
and spring must be fitted to the swing arm before it can be
mounted to the frame. | found the spring was too long and
needed cutting down in order for it to fit without the danger of
parts flying into orbit! With the swingarm and chain on, | still had
difficulty in attaching the shock onto the mount in the frame. The
angles are all wrong, it fits, but only just. This accounts | believe
for the fact that the swing arm does not quite sit at the correct angle, making the back of the bike a little low.
The rear hugger was next. | had pre-drilled some mounting holes earlier and realised | hadn’t got the holes
just right, so | abandoned plans to attach it with some machined fittings and just glued it on with some white
glue. The rear wheel, disc and brake calliper went on without issue.

The front forks were next on the menu. To get everything to
fit I had to change the order of assembly. | mounted the
fork legs through the bottom yoke and the slid the front
mudguard between the forks, on to the locating lugs, then
mounted these up into the top yoke and secured the lot
with a Tamiya 26mm screw. The fork ends were attached
to the front wheel together with some spacers and glued up
into the fork. | used white glue once more, set the front
down and allowed it to dry. Once again, things don't quite
line up, but it's not too noticeable [13].

Other small features were attached and then came the
upper exhausts. | mention previously that the transkit
lacked any suitable mounts. Aligning the pipes proved to be
a major problem and while attempting this | discover that

13. Front wheel and fork assembly in place.




the internal surface of the seat prevents the pipes from fitting up out of sight. In addition, the brackets I
attached to brace them and help hold them in place didn’'t now line up either!! It's all going well then! |
realised too that the centre brace on the frame also fouls the pipes a touch, limiting the angle at which they
exit the engine area. | decided to leave this problem this time around, and look to correct these problems
when | build the 2001 test bike.

Thinking that | had gotten through the worst, | test fitted the fairing and found that the inlet and outlet pipes
for the radiator fouled it on both sides.... even more test fitting followed, eventually drawing the conclusion
that the transkit designer hadn’t built this kit before releasing it to the unsuspecting public! With razor saw in
hand, surgery followed. The parts are now in intensive care!
| decided | had enough at this point and figure that the
majority of the plumbing would be hidden with the fairing
and lower cowl on, so | fashioned my new pipes around this.
The viewer won't know anything different! Just to add insult,
| fitted the bottom exhaust pipes to find that | hadn't

positioned two of the retaining springs correctly and they || e ||
now look at an odd angle compared to the other two on the - -~

second pipe. And then comes the last straw (actually there’s Il g ||
two last straws!)...the kit provides a nice photo-etched || \’{ Q ||
bracket which fits between the exhaust and the seat, or || “’%ﬁ ||
should | say, should fit. | estimated it was at least 5mm too | = am ||

long and after even more head scratching to fathom if | had
made an assembly error the said piece careered toward the
waste bin never to be seen again. | used the Tamiya
bracket, though incorrect, it does the job [14].

14. Attachment of swing arm and
exhausts after much frustration.

With the forks on | could attach the instrument pod, handlebars and add a few of Rossi's personal decals and
add the lines for the brakes, throttle and brake reservoir. | did my now customary job of replacing the throttle
lines with thinner gauge wire than Tamiya's somewhat out of scale tubing. | also added wire retainers to the
handlebar grips using 5amp fuse wire. | used a redundant reservoir cut from the top yoke to act as the one
for the rear brake. This was paint up, plumbed and mounted inside the frame where it is just visible through
the opening in the seat. The last item and definitely this time the last straw, was the resin air intake. | knew
this was going to be a tight fit from earlier tests, but with the radiator, coats of paint, decal and clear on, it just
would not allow the fairing the to screw it place without straining the mounting holes. So, another piece was
resigned to the parts box. Oh, | nearly forgot, a small electrical box that sits on the side of the frame couldn’t
be used either — there was nowhere near enough clearance.

| fixed the fairing on and attached the windscreen with the confidence that it wouldn’t be a problem. Wrong!
The clock pod just fouled the screen, but worse, the retaining arms that would on the real machine steady
the flimsy fairing at speed, added more strain to the joint. After fixing it place with white glue, | watched with
amusement as the screen somersaulted across my workbench. Modifications followed to the left side arm.
The shortened version allowed everything to stay in place. The lower cowl was clipped on and the fuel tank
screwed into place for the final time, except....the rear brake reservoir I'd glued on earlier now fouled the
tank. Eventually | resolved to move it further under the tank and all was well. The last items to go on were
the foot pegs and levers. The photo-etched peg brackets needed to be stronger; as once the tubing was
fixed on they became bent out of position.

To the strains of U2’s ‘Stuck in a moment you can't get
out of 'coming from my PC, my biggest resin challenge
was nearing completion! The stand was painted satin
black and a small number of photo-etch bolt heads
were attached to the lower cowl. After 5 months of
blood (I cut myself with the hobby knife several times),
sweat (I never thought I'd finish it) and tears (hayfever)
my project was done [15, 16, 17]. It certainly felt like |
was ‘stuck in a moment’ as | seemed continually to be
going back over parts of the build that | though | had
already seen the back of. On the outset | believed this
project would have taken about 3 % months to
complete, but | spent 6 weeks just finessing the parts to
get it all together. Well | thought | did at the time.
Despite the problems | have a nice, reasonably




accurate, representation of a 2001 season NSR500. The Renaissance kit clearly needs some tweaks to
make it user friendly, limiting its appeal to experienced modellers only. | subscribe to the opinion that in many
cases you need to build a kit to find it's faults before you can make another one to a good standard. | have
another kit version waiting in the wings, a fluorescent yellow and black test bike. Talking of wings..... what'’s
next? (Cutlass actually: but | don t think that s what you meant, Paul!).

15, 16, 17. Views of the completed bike.

On the Workbench II: Fujimi 1/72 Vought F7U-3 Cutlass.

One of the things | look forward to at club nights is when members
bring along surplus kits to sell. Steve brought a fine selection along
at July’s meeting and there was one | just had to have (even if it was
in 1/72™ scale!): Vought's F7U Cutlass. | don’t know what | find so
irresistible about this aircraft, but it first caught my imagination
“when | was a nipper” and has continued to do so ever since. It VS Navy Photo

looks great in the air and when on the ground is like some giant ungainly bird with its rear haunches squat on
the deck and its head held high in the air by an unfeasibly long nose leg. There is no mistaking its
incongruous looks and | have cherished memories of stumbling
across a small scale Lindberg kit of an earlier version when on
holiday with mum and dad in the West Country, back in the days of
yore.

The Fujimi kit is quite old now, but it is very well engineered even by
today’s standards and rightly received much acclaim when it was
first released.

This kit was not destined for my ever-increasing “to do” pile: it had to
be built there and then, and | have to say that | really enjoyed doing
sol

The main parts of the kit comprise of single piece upper and lower wing/fuselage pieces and a forward
section with the usual left and right sides. Within these are fitted a very crisply moulded cockpit and air
intakes. The fins and (enormous) ailerons (or elevons, flapperons, dive-brakerons or whatever they should
be called!) fit neatly to the rear of the wing and slats are provided for the leading edges. The sliding hood
comes as a large transparent moulding and this needed some scratches to be removed before polishing and
dipping in Johnson’s Klear. The instruction sheet is brief and the location of some of the items is not shown
too clearly and, as | couldn't see some of them on photos, | decided to leave them off the model. Also
supplied are a gun pod and pair of drop tanks, but | decided to leave these off as well as they spoil the fine
lines of the aircraft. The decal sheet is excellent although | found it necessary to soak them for a long period
before sliding them from the backing paper. The white markings were difficult to see on the paper but look
good on the model, with even the tiniest script being legible.The cockpit comprises of a floor tray, rear
bulkhead, instrument panel, joystick and ejector seat [3]. Decals are provided for the instruments, but after
my fiasco with the Eurofighter Typhoon, | decided to paint them instead (and | couldn’t bring myself to file
away such lovely detail'). The parts were tacked together using Liquitape and airbrushed with dark grey
Humbrol enamel. Tacking the parts together like this meant that paint did not get onto the joint surfaces,
although the tacky nature of the Liquitape allowed me to pull the parts free for detailed painting on their own



and re-attach them again as | wanted.
Dried Liquitape is removed using white Il
spirit before the parts are finally glued ||
together.

At the same time as working on the
cockpit, | also prepared the engine
intakes. There are two thinly moulded
intake haves that were glued together
before filling, sanding smooth and given
an application of Alclad primer to the
inner surfaces. These assemble to the
lower wing half and butt against a
bulkhead that has some engine
compressor blade detail moulded on.
This detail was painted with Metalcoat
27002 [4] and, once dry, a shade oil
paint mix of Ivory Black, Paynes Grey
and Liquin was brushed on and then
removed from the leading edges of the
blades using a “rubber brush” to leave 3. Work starts with the cockpit. Careful use of the paint
highlights. This mix was also used on brush brings lots of wanderful detail.

the control panel and cockpit side
consoles. The following day the cockpit
surfaces were given an airbrushed coat of matt
varnish followed by dry brushing with mid grey.

Instrument dials were painted with an Ivory Black
/ Liquin mix, followed by Clear Cote for the
instrument glasses. The coloured lamps visible in
the reference photo were picked out in red and
orange enamels. Silver pencils were used to
represent scratches and wear (particularly the
scuffed cockpit floor), and were found to be ideal

for picking out the numerous small switches. The 4. Painting the engine compressor blades.

control column was painted interior green with a Not that you'll see much of this once in place!
black grip at the top and mid grey fabric at the

bottom.

The wing halves were held together and the bulkhead with
the engine compressor blades was positioned. Plastic glue
was applied to join the bulkhead to the lower wing, but the
wings were not separated until the glue had set firmly. The
engine intakes were then glued in place, followed by the
upper wing half [5] and, once dried, the tail fins. The front
halves were glued together, having previously been weighted
with lead and the cockpit fixed in place. The forward wheel
bay was then added and the front end assembly fixed to the
rear end, propping the model up to keep everything in place
whilst the glue set [6]. It all went together nicely and only a
little Mr Surfacer was needed around the seams. However,
the leading edges were given quite a bit of sanding to form a
smooth curve, but this was probably unnecessary as the area
is largely obscured from view by the slats that were added
towards the end of the build.

5. Sometimes you can never have
enough pegs to clamp a model together!

The undercarriage bays were airbrushed Humbrol Green 150, which provides a nice representation of
chromate green “in the shade”. This was given a wash of Tamiya IJN Green thinned with Tamiya X20A and
the highpoints picked out with a pale green Humbrol enamel. Hydraulic cylinder rods were painted in Games
Workshop’s Gunbolt Metal acrylic (which gives a nice bright steel colour: most useful for those military
vehicle modellers amongst you). The model was now ready for painting [7].



7. Mode! assembled and ready for painting.

| . Model chocked in place whilst glue |
| holding forward fuselage sets firmly. |

Micro Liquimask (a liquid
masking solution that | cannot
recommend highly enough) applied to where the windscreen would be glued
to the fuselage. The area behind the pilot's seat was airbrushed interior
green and the sides and front coaming airbrushed Humbrol Grey 67 followed
by a very dark grey applied around the edges to emphasise the curved shape
of this area. Detailed shading using Ivory black + Liquin was applied by hand
brush around the gunsight [8A]. Liquimask was removed from around the
canopy area [8B] and the windscreen tested for fit before being tacked into
place using Liquitape followed by cyanoacrylate (which had unfortunately
gone thick in the bottle and made the resulting join a bit untidy) [8C]. The
windscreen and canopy had both been given a polish followed by a dip in
Johnson’s Klear so there would be minimal risk of the cyanoacrylate fogging
the transparencies. The transparent areas were masked using Tamiya tape
followed by a coating with Liquimask. The gel-like consistency and long(ish)
drying time of this fluid makes it fairly easy to apply right up to the edge of the
frames [8D]. If you go too far, leave it to dry and trim the excess away with a
scalpel. With the masking applied, the interior colour of Humbrol Grey 67 was
airbrushed on, followed by Lifecolor “Faded Olive Drab” [8E].

The leading edges of the wings were airbrushed with Humbrol Orange Lining
82 followed by Revell SM330 Red, allowing the orange to show through as a
highlight on the upward facing surface. Some green paint was added to the
red (which makes the mix darker) and this was sprayed onto the inside
surfaces of the slats. The slats were attached to an off-cut of wood by Blu-
Tack for painting [9]. The cockpit hood was added and the olive drab areas
masked off along with the areas of red along the wing leading edges [10].

9. Inside of stats and wing 10. Masking completed for
leading edges painted. main colour fo be added.

The aircraft was given two medium coats of Alclad Il primer, 30 minutes
apart. Micromesh 6000 was used wet and the model carefully washed and
dried off by light use of a hair dryer. Alclad “Dark Aluminium” was applied to
the undersides and then “Aluminium” applied to the topsides. The finish
looked awful in places: as if it had reacted with the plastic beneath. | suspect

A wodge of moistened tissue paper was placed in the cockpit
and a little PVA glue applied to the top to firm it up. Tamiya
tape and Silly Putty were used to fill around the edges and

8. Cockpit masking
and painting.




it was bad airbrush technique on my part: | didn't start with the various nooks and crannies as we were
instructed to do in Robin’s course. A light polish with Micromesh helped matters, but it was still a
disappointing result. Individual panels were masked off [11] for painting in a different tone: Dark Aluminium
and Metalcoats 27002 applied to dark and bright panels on the top and Dark Aluminium mixed with a little
Metalcoats Black to the underside
ones. The rear panels around the jet
nozzles was a cocktail of “Dark
Aluminium”,  “Jet Exhaust” and
Metalcoats bronze [12], and this was
also applied to the small panels on top
of the intakes: the result looked really
good and the earlier setback is not too
noticeable anymore. The top of the
fins was painted medium blue
] i followed by US Navy Blue ANAG623,
11. Model masked off for various panels to be painted. allowing the lighter blue colour to
show through in places as a highlight.

] |n a similar way, the nose was airbrushed Humbrol Grey 67 followed
by shading beneath with a black/grey enamel. The tips of the fins were
the only items that needed glossing for decaling and | tried out Hiroboy

_ || airbrush ready gloss coat without much success: something else to

experiment with later!

| decided against shading the panel lines as the model looks fine as it
was. Photos of the aircraft in natural metal show them to have been
kept fairly clean, so weathering was kept to some scratches of the
paintwork around the cockpit area.

The undercarriage legs and wheels were airbrushed with Alclad
primer, and the chromed parts given a coat of Alclad Il aluminium
before being masked off. The remainder of the legs were painted with
] ] i a mix of pale grey and silver enamels, to represent the aluminium paint
12. Exhaust painted with cocktail | finish applied to the real aircraft. Some shading was applied using
of Alclad and Metalcoat paints. silver printer’'s ink mixed with black and Paynes grey oil paint plus
Liquin to get the right consistency. The wheels were hand brushed
with silver and the tyres painted Tamiya German Grey, leaving a narrow gap around the rim. This was
painted in a dark grey/black/brown shade to give the tyre some shape. The regions between the wheel
spokes were painted with a dark grey oil paint mix [13]. The undercarriage located easily and strongly into
the wheel bays. The doors also fitted well, although I left the front door off until decaling was completed. The
hook part of the arrestor hook has been airbrushed with a steel coloured mix of Alclad paints and the arms
painted white with black stripes [14].

14. Arrestor hook looks
13. Undercarriage delail. neat beneath the ‘plane.

Some small aerials were attached using PVA glue followed by cyanoacrylate once finally positioned. These
have no locating tabs and will be easily knocked off. | would suggest making replacements from an
aluminium soda can (with the inside and outside coatings removed) as this would be of a more



representative thickness and can be left in a natural finish (or given a coat of gloss varnish to protect the
lustre).

As mentioned previously, the decals took a lot of soaking before they would slide from the backing paper.
They tended to grip the surface fairly quickly so positioning them was a little tricky at times. | used Micro Set
and this seems to have worked well. At the time of writing this article, | have yet to apply some Micro Sol to
tidy up one or two places. The (very nearly) completed model is shown in the final photos. To summarise:
this is a well produced kit of a characterful aircraft that when combined with Alclad paints looks good and is
enormous fun to build. I cannot recommend it highly enough and shall take a close look at any other Fujimi
kits now there seems to be a resurgence of their products in this country.

15. Completed model. Well, almaost!

Next Meeting: October 17

We are having our next Test Trout trophy and the theme is “Germany Calling!”. Any subject of any vintage
and scale is eligible if you can argue some link or another to this theme. Please do enter and join in the fun!

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com
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