
 

 

October 07. 

Tonight’s “Test Trout” Competition. 
The theme for tonight’s competition is “Germany Calling!”. Any subject, any scale, old models or new, past 
winners or not, that have some link, however tenuous, to the theme are eligible for entry. Good luck and 
have fun! 

Annual Competition Time is Approaching! 

Next month is annual competition night. You can enter any model that has not previously been placed 1st, 2nd 
or 3rd in this competition.  

These are the subject categories:  
1 AIRCRAFT: 1/72 and below. 
2 AIRCRAFT: Above 1/72 
3 MILITARY VEHICLES: 1/72 and below. 
4 MILITARY VEHICLES: Above 1/72. 
5 SHIPS: any scale. 
6 FIGURES: 80mm and below. 
7 FIGURES: Above 80mm. 
8 CIVILIAN VEHICLES: 1/20 and below. 
9 CIVILIAN VEHICLES: Above 1/20. 
10 DIORAMAS. 
11 PHOTOGRAPHIC. 
12 MISCELLANEOUS. 

If we are short of entries in any one category, we may merge it into another: this is more likely if the category 
has a scale split. 

You will be asked to complete an entry slip for each model. Please fill in the details and then put your name 
on the back. Leave the entry slips on the table for me to collect at the end of the night. 

The club members will vote for their first, second and third choices in each category. Please do not vote on 
any of your own entries, but you can vote on others in that subject category. When you have finished voting, 
add your name to the reverse of the voting slip and pass it to me. 

Awards will be made at the December meeting, so please bring your models back for then. Everyone present 
at that meeting, to which friends and family are cordially invited, will then vote for their favourite, which will be 
awarded the coveted John Cox memorial trophy for “Best In Show”. 

It is a competition for fun and the more that enter the better it is for everyone! December’s meeting will also 
have a “bring and buy”, raffle and buffet.  

Events Since We Last Met. 

'Modelfest 2007' 
Paul Adams, John Hazell and I enjoyed this show once again. Interestingly, there were more than the usual 
amount of surreal and bizarre sights and happenings. No, I don’t mean the subjects on the model tables, but 
some rather weird members of the visiting public! I had a most extraordinary visit from a fellow with wild, 
staring eyes and I was totally convinced I had been “set-up” and looked around the hall for a bunch of 
giggling practical jokers, but none were to be seen. I found our dialogue where he just couldn’t get his tongue 
around the pronunciation of “Dassault Rafale” to be hilarious and had to work hard not to scream out 
laughing. Portsmouth Club fared worse, as Ian Grainger later told me “I had some total 'spotter' just come 
and sit with us behind the table! I asked him what club he was with and he still didn't take a hint. So I just 



said I had to pop to the loo and said nice talking whatever then went and hid in the other hall for 30 mins until 
he'd gone. He was the most memorable nutter but there were a few others....What was all the German Army 
Uniform Stuff for?” (Well, I found the Nazi officer just a little too convincing for my taste…..). 

Ian also comments that there were a good number of youngsters there, some of whom chatted to him about 
the sci-fi type stuff and cars. It was a good, friendly, well-organised show and only an hour from home. Keith 
Hawkins’s photos have been placed on the Farnborough club’s website http://www.ipms-
farnborough.co.uk/html/modelfest-07.html and include some of the Romsey stand and exhibits. 

Forthcoming Events. 

Autumn Air Show. 

This year’s show is being held at the FAA museum, Yeovilton, this coming Saturday, 20 October. I have 
some entry tickets so please make sure you collect yours from me if you will be manning the club stand. Our 
table is located at the left wall of the Concorde Hall close to the rear of the Handley Page HP 115 delta wing. 
The show opens to the public at 10:00 so I aim to be there from 8:45 to set up. 

IPMS Scale Modelworld 2007. 

This event is being held at the Telford International Centre on November 10th / 11th. 

The Big Transport Collectors Fayre. 

…for Bus, Truck, Rail & Steam is being held on Saturday November 10th at Winton School, London Road, 
Andover from 10:30am to 8:00pm. It is an inside venue with refreshments available throughout the day. 
Admission is £1.00. 

Solent Model Railways. 
Last month I mentioned that Romsey Modellers will be having a stand at this event being held at “Oaklands”, 
Fairisle Road, Lordshill, on 17 – 18 November. I have since contacted the organisers to request that we 
have a table for the Saturday only and I am waiting to hear back from them about this.  

Bugle Call 2007 
The BMSS Bristol Branch Annual Show will be held in the Napier Hall, The Pavilion, North Parade Road, 
Bath, from 10.00 - 4.30.on Sunday 25th November. If you would like the club to have a stand at the show 
then please let me know immediately. Alternatively, our friends at South Hants club will be there and I’m sure 
would appreciate your company, so if you wish to do this then tell Simon or myself so arrangements can be 
made. 



What the papers say…… 

The Aeroplane. 
Brothers In Arms... the little-known story of the Argentinian pilots who flew with the RAF 
during the Second World War.  
AIRCREW: Consolidated B-24 ball-turret gunner... a look at one of the least envied ways to 
go to war.  
Airshow tickets... considers the price of airshow tickets, with Fighter Collection founder Stephen Grey and 
veteran aviation journalist Mike Stroud taking opposing views.  
The de Havilland Vampire... the genesis, development and service career of Britain's second jet fighter, the 
de Havilland Vampire. The aircraft first flew in 1943, was exported to countries all over the world, and was 
only retired from service with the Swiss Air Force in 1990. Includes scale drawings by Tim Hall.  
Death in the clouds... In July 1928, one of the richest men in Europe disappeared from the passenger-cabin 
of his Fokker F.VIIa Trimotor over the English Channel. Derek O'Connor examines the circumstances 
surrounding the mysterious death of Captain Alfred Loewenstein.  
Luftwaffe de Havilland D.H.89 Rapide in colour... During 1940 two Lithuanian-registered D.H.80M 
Rapides were captured by the Germans. Richard Chapman presents some rare colour photos of the aircraft 
in Luftwaffe service.  
Jimmy Harrison, the Pilot's Pilot... who died during April, was one of Britain's most distinguished post-war 
test pilots, flying the de Havilland D.H.108 Swallow, Boulton Paul P.111, Hawker P.1052, Avro 707 and Avro 
Vulcan.  
Propliner Heaven - The Star of Switzerland... An update on Lockheed L-1049 Super Constellation.  
Preservation Profile... Air Atlantique's Scottish Aviation Twin Pioneer, G-APRS. 

Air Modeller. 
Tamiya’s F-16C Fighting Falcon - The perfect kit?  
NATO’s Operational Integration Exercise 2007 - photo report from this 
summer’s event 
Crashed! - belly landed Bf 109 G10 diorama 
Wing Master - The Horten 229 Flying Wing modelled and described by 
Romain Hugault 
Tupolev SB 2M-100A - ICM’s small scale kit built by David Parker 
Xtreme Detail - The F-16 
Priller’s FW 190 - ‘Pips’ Priller’s aircraft in flight using the 1:72nd scale 
Hasegawa kit 

Military In Scale. 
ARMOUR 
SIX SQUARED Firing Line's 1/35 Saladin armoured car 
WHY WAIT FOR THE RESIN…? 1/76 Bedford OYD and 3 pdr Gun 
VORPANZER Dragon's updated Panzer IV in the first part of an extended two-part feature 
YOU'VE GOT MAIALE! 1/35 marine kits from Italeri. How odd…? 
A BRITISH WORKHORSE 1/48 Tamiya Cromwell 
FACTS & FIGURES We round up all the latest military figure releases in this new regular 
feature(This is something I’m pleased to see!) 
AIRCRAFT 
THE FLYING CAN OPENER'S END The last days of Jaguar operations with the RAF was a sad time 
marked with a number of very special colour schemes, Andy Evans tells the tail…! 
THE GOOSE THAT WENT TO WAR Julio Fuente Diaz builds Signifer's 1/48 Grumman Goose, finishing it in 
a very impressive colour scheme 
CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS 
Mark Rolfe offers up alternative colours for builders of Signifer's 1/48 Grumman Goose 

Military Modelling. 
Issue 13 - November 2007 
'Bunker Busters!' 
Kit conversions using Dragon and Esci parts in 1:72 scale by Steve Zaloga. This Big feature 
(14 pages) has lots of original wartime photos (US Archives) as backup to the models. 



'Big Game Hunter!'  
A six-page feature on a scratch built figure and animal model built from raw materials by Marijn Van Gils - 
except for the figure's head which comes from Hornet! There's a step-by-step sequence on making the 'big 
game' - a hippopotamus'.  
“Ave Caesar!”  
EMI 54mm figure kit of a Roman Retiarius (net man) gladiator assembled and painted by Ivan Cocker over 
three pages.  
No Kit? No Problem!  
Scratch building a German Bison II Self Propelled gun in 1:72 scale with a few commercial parts from Esci 
and Dragon. Article runs to six pages.  
T-34-85 
Big kit building feature on the 1:48 scale plastic kit of the Soviet World War II medium tank T-34-85 (12 
pages). Kit is by Hobby Boss. This is one for beginners in that it shows how, step-by-step, to get a cast 
texture on the turret and other 'wrinkles'.  
A Special Challenge 
Making 'pairs' of figures in 1:32 scale using commercially available injection moulded plastic kit parts. 
Featured are German ex-prisoners of war where some are posed supporting their comrades and where the 
model of two men has to be constructed as a single unit to get the correct effect.  
Dragoncon 2007 USA 
Photo report from last August's show at the Anaheim Marriott Convention Center in America. This also 
marked Dragon Models' 20-year Anniversary.  

Model Aircraft Monthly. 
Vol 6, Issue 10. 
Too Big, Too Slow and Too Late...by Tony O’Toole 
Looks at the Blackburn Skua’s wartime operations and builds the 1/48 scale Special Hobby 
Skua kit – ‘on operations’ and as a Target Tug 
A Few of the First...by Gary Hatcher 
Models Pavla’s 1/72 scale Blackburn Skua 
Desert ‘Mirage’ by Des Brennan 
Reports on the recent Royal Saudi Air Force deployment to RAF Lossiemouth in Moray 
Weasel Warriors’ by Andy Evans 
F-4G Phantoms in Desert Storm 
Junkers’ 388 by Jan Forsgren 
Following last month’s Ju 88 night fighter modelling feature, Jan now builds a pair of late war Ju 388s in 1/72 
scale 
‘The Spade’ by Ian Holmes 
Heinkel’s He 111 – from the archives of the late David James with colour profiles 
F-16 Follow Up by Nils Mathisrud 
To complement last month’s Norwegian Falcon feature, Nils has provided a genealogy of RNoAF F-16 
camouflage schemes 

Scale Aviation Modeller. 
Vol 13 Issue 10, Oct 07. 
Storm Warning by David Francis: MDC’s 1/32 Hawker Typhoon Mk 1b  
The Next Generation by Tony Gloster: Revell’s 1/48 Eurofighter in RAF service 
Modellers Profile Fiat G.91 Third installment of this new series 
Green Ghost by Steve Budd: Hasegawa’s 1/72 Beaufighter looking good in green 
Eyes of the Lynx by Cesare Pigliapoco: RCP’s resin RO.37 in striking colours 
Quick Build by Tim Upton-Smith: A brief interlude with Roden’s new Pfalz III in 1/32 
Scaling Down A quick look at Nostalgic Plastic’s C-133 
World of Flight Aircraft Guide Part Ten – B-17 

Scale Models International. 
Vol 37 Issue 429, Oct 07. 
Bugatti Brilliance 1924 Bugatti Type 35, CMC 1:18, Diecast Collectable 
Deterrent & Defender Eurofighter Typhoon, Revell 1:48, Plastic Build  
Fast-Track Leopold Leopold 2 A6, Revell 1:35, Plastic Build 
Racing Colours Lexus Mobil 1 SC, Tamiya 1:24, Plastic Build 



Resistance is futile Star Trek Collectables, Sideshow Collectibles 
Silver Delta Dassault Mirage IIIC, Franklin Mint 1:48, Diecast Collectable 
Fantasy Island Orcs and Space Marines, Games Workshop, Collectable/Gaming. 

Model Airplane International. 
Issue 27. 
Libor Jekl builds the CMR 1:72 Westland Welkin 
Ian Ruscoe looks at the Italeri 1:48 EA-18G Growler 
Nick J. Wigman tackles the Trumpeter 1:32 Me 262A-2a 
• Bohemian Biplane: Jamie Haggo builds the beautiful new 1:48 Avia B.534 Serie III from Eduard 
• Ultimate Brick: Ian Ruscoe shows you why the CMR 1:72 Buccaneer is worth the money 
• Way of the Grasshopper: Bronco’s 1:35 Piper L-4 built by Steve A. Evans 
• Bristol Bulldog: Bristol’s last biplane fighter in RAF service by Richard J. Caruana 
• Having a whale of a time! The ‘scaly’ 1:48 Eduard Roland C.II by Mick Capell 

Tamiya Model Magazine International. 
Issue 145, 18 Oct 07. 
» THE FRENCH CONNECTION Tamiya’s 1:35 Leclerc MBT gets a makeover 
» IT’S SHOWTIME! TMMI reports from America’s biggest scale modelling show - IPMS USA 
2007 
» PONY EXPRESS GMP’s stunning diecast 1:24 Shelby GT500... 
» KIT PREVIEWS: 1:350 Revell Bismarck battleship; Eduard Messerschmitt Bf110; 1:72 Fine 
Molds Y-Wing Fighter; 1:35 Dragon Panzer II ausf.F; 1:35 Bronco Staghound Armoured Car; 
1:32 Fisher Models Hawker Sea Fury; 1:35 Trumpeter PzIV Bruckenleger; 1:35 Dragon 
Kingtiger w/zimmerit 
» LEAN GREEN, BUGGIN’ MACHINE 
Tamiya’s classic ‘New Beetle’ built out of the box 
» POLIKARPOV’S FLYING RAT 
A camouflaged Polikarpov I-16 from the Spanish Civil War 
 
Model Military International. 
Issue 19- published on 4th October 2007 
PREVIEW: Academy’s small scale Dragon Wagon; Dragon’s latest Abrams, the M1A2 SEP in 
1:35; Cyber Hobby T-34/76 STZ; Lion Roar M2 mega-etched brass detail set 
» SEVEN A LEBANON Norman Lim converts Academy’s IDF Blazer into the Magach 7A 
» RED DIESEL Andrew Dextras converts an M4A2 76mm from a secondhand resin 
conversion 
» CAFFÈ ITALIANO  Uwe Henning builds a Panther Ausf A in 1:15! 
» LAID TO REST IN LIBYA Mig Jimenez explains how he achieved the ultra realistic finishes on his latest 
release 
» BACK TO SCHOOL Andy Taylor returns for another lesson on airbrushing with Jay Laverty 
» SHERMAN DETAILS The Editor shares some of his Sherman photo collection  

IPMS Salisbury. 
Following our visit to the Salisbury club during the summer, I have invited them along to visit us. I have 
proposed the November meeting or the December one, as that will be a good opportunity to see our models 
in the annual competition. When we visited, the Salisbury club members were selecting models for their 
annual show and it was a good time for us to meet the modellers and see what their interests are. That made 
for a very enjoyable and interesting evening that I hope will work well equally well should they come along to 
see us. 

Plea For Help. 
The readership of Update seems to have spread beyond the club members to the families as well. Whilst I 
pride myself in giving good advice, I was somewhat surprised to find myself acting as Agony Aunt when I 
received the following plea for help: 
Dear Patrick, 
I really need your help. I was driving to work and was only a short distance from home when the car stalled 
and would not re-start even though I had plenty of petrol. I walked back home to discover my husband 



prancing around the house in my make-up and underwear. He tried to say that he was just out of underwear, 
but finally admitted he had been wearing my clothes for about a year. He lost his job 18 months ago and has 
been near-suicidal with depression. I don't want to push him over the edge, but I am really at a loss as what 
to do. I can't eat or sleep. Please help. 
Signed, 
A worried wife 
 
Dear worried wife: 
It sounds like a problem with the fuel injector. I would take the cap off, wipe down all of the connections and 
replace any worn caps, and try to restart it. Check the hoses for leaks, and change the spark plugs. 
Good luck. 
Pat 
I think this goes to show that men really are very suited to giving good practical advice on these sorts of 
topics, so if you have any further questions like this then send them to me for the Update “Plea for Help” 
advice column! 

Hobbyboss Competition. 
It is around a year ago now when the club did two new ventures. Firstly we had an “out of the box” build of 
Hobbyboss’s F4U Corsair and some wonderful results were produced by the club members in last April’s 
Test Trout competition. In the fine tradition of the club making up rules as we go, the winner of that 
competition was given the dubious honour of selecting the subject for the next one which is due to start by 
the end of this year. His selected subject is the F-84 Thunderstreak which is due into the UK some time this 
month. I happened to notice that F-86 Sabres are also expected to be released, hopefully before the end of 
November. I propose that club members have the freedom to choose any of the following four subjects, 
noting that the Sabres may be later in arriving. Also, I see no reason why you should not enter more than 
one if you feel so inclined! 

 
Now all this seems a bit straightforward, so I feel the need to complicate the issue. The second venture of a 
year ago was the airbrushing course given to us by Robin Carpenter. Paul and I were discussing this on the 
way home from the Farnborough Show and we believe there are many who are still not using their 
airbrushes. We think it would be a good idea to have a half or full day “refresher” during some weekend in 
the New Year. I propose that we hold a workshop on the theme of “Natural Metal Finishes” where we can 
paint our Hobbyboss kits using air brushes (or spray cans and hand brushes for those who have no desire to 



use an airbrush). I’ don’t think it necessary for us to invite Robin along again, I think it more of a “self-help” 
event! As always, I would be most interested in hearing your views about this idea. 

Reference Photographs. 
Each year the club members contribute material towards a reference CD that we give out at the Christmas 
meeting. If any of you have reference material to share with other club members, please pass it to me during 
November’s club meeting. The sort of thing I have in mind are photographs taken of aircraft, AFV’s, uniforms, 
etc at museums, re-enactments, etc. Preference will be given to information already in digital form, although I 
can scan in images from slides, magazines, books or prints. Many thanks. 

Folding of Etched Brass Parts. 
John Hazell mentioned to me that having read about the low lost folding tool on page 942 of October’s SAMI, 
he viewed a video on www.youtube.com/watch?v=Snxihh-86kc and thought it very useful and, at 25 euro, a 
good alternative to others on the market. Whilst I have done quite a lot of work with PE parts, I normally 
manage to do all the folding I need using a steel rule and safety blade on a glass plate. I would be most 
interested to hear from others as the merits of “proper” folding tools and your opinion about value for money. 
Joe Shawyer has told me that he has obtained Tamiya Bending Pliers (TAM74067) from HLJ at a total cost 
of £8.70. He has tried them on both large and small pieces and finds they work very well. Richard Parkhurst 
bought a simple etch folding tool from Airwaves some time back. It was actually an etch part in its own right 
and had to be folded in half and glued. It's OK for small parts and does work but is a bit fiddly to use; but it's 
better than nothing. He is not a great fan of etch parts anyway so tries to avoid them wherever possible but 
they do have their uses as does this little folding tool. He hasn't been able to justify the cost of these fancy 
tools that are available now simply because he doesn’t think he would use such an item. 
I’m about to use a fair amount of PE during my build of Trumpeter’s 1/32 Grumman Avenger so I’m sure 
there will be evenings when I can demonstrate cutting, bending, rolling and gluing operations during the 
build. 

On the Workbench 1: FineMolds Imperial Tie Fighter. 

Many thanks to Paul for the following article on this Sci-Fi subject. This is an 
area that I, and I’m sure a few others in the club, are most interested in 
having a try at.  

In the summer of 1977 a ‘sleeper’ movie called Star Wars, which 
was expected to only be a minor hit, changed the movie world’s 
perception of Sci-Fi. George Lucas’s epic galactic adventure 
unleashed a fictional world which today almost seems real. Over the 
years the characters have become household names and with the 
recent release of episodes I, II and II, the entire SW road-show 
continues it’s appeal, as it has done for 30 years for a new 
generation of fan. 

Sci-Fi models have largely been overlooked by the mainstream manufacturers and have therefore been 
limited in quality, accuracy, availability and appeal only to those with healthy bank accounts. In the last 5 
years, the Japanese company FineMolds, have released several high quality 1/72nd scale kits, most notably 

and arguably the finest Sci-fi kit ever produced, 
their Millenium Falcon. My interest in Star Wars 
and Sci-fi modelling has gathered pace since the 
FM kits were released, being as they are 
reasonably priced, accurate (FM were permitted 
access to the film miniatures) and as good as an 
injection moulded kit as you are likely to find. As a 
welcome distraction from automotive subjects, I 
chose the relatively simple “Imperial Tie Fighter” 
as my first Sci-fi model. 

Construction begins in a similar way to an aircraft 
kit, cockpit first, fuselage and wing’s or in this 
case, solar panels. The cockpit consists of a floor, 
side and rear walls, a seat and flight controls. It’s 
all a bit simplified but as most of is hidden it’s not 



an issue. The instructions call for all parts aside from the side walls to be painted neutral grey, followed with 
washes and flat varnish. The side walls were treated to a dose of satin black from the can onto which the 
Aztec style graphics were applied. The kit contains two figures; a Stormtrooper in white armour and a black 
clad pilot. I chose to have a go at doing a pilot, as I wanted the craft to be displayed in-flight. FM have 
received some criticism for their figures, which isn’t hard to see why. A short clean up session was follow by 
a coat of Halfords grey primer. A dark grey was used by airbrush to provide a base coat. Shading and the 
distinctive black helmet was done with oils – a brief and interesting experience!  Pat can rest easy at night, 
as the figure can’t be seen on the finished model!  

With the cockpit complete the fuselage halves were mated around it and the seams cleaned up. Though 
simple to look at, the Tie Fighter paint scheme has several grey panels, which need to be carefully masked 
off and so the fuselage hatches were left off to help with this later in the build. Two of these hatches are clear 
plastic and so the clear parts need to be masked off too. FM provide masks for these which need cutting 
from the backing sheet before use. Each solar panel is made from three parts, an outer and inner wing and 
the black solar panel, which is sandwiched between. With clean up done I sprayed on Halfords grey plastic 
primer once more and allowed this to dry overnight. The overall Tie Fighter colour causes much conjecture, 
but by scouting around the internet I found a couple of modellers who had used a similar idea which to me 
look fairly close to the studio miniatures. This colour was simply white with a touch of silver or aluminium. I 
chose Tamiya XF2 and added three drops of XF32 Titanium silver to 10ml of white. Even this small amount 
was probably too much.  Sprayed on in steps, I covered the model in about three coats, angling the airbrush 
to achieve some shading on the centre of the inner and outer wings.  

After allowing the paint to dry I then began masking off 
various panels, which appear grey on the ‘real’ machine. In 
order to achieve a very fine line, essential in this scale, I used 
Bare Metal foil. This was burnished down over the target 
panel with a toothpick and carefully trimmed with a fresh 
blade. To avoid overspray the other masking was done with 
Tamiya tape as each panel was completed. This avoided 
masking the entire (not that it’s that big though!) fuselage off 
and therefore wasting tape. Several panels were sprayed 
Tamiya Neutral Grey and some small parts along with the 
cockpit windscreen, German Grey.  

While the fuselage and wings dried I set about painting the 
solar panels. I masked off a thin line along the joint, where it 
would attach to the inner and outer wings, so I would not 
have to clean away the paint when gluing it all together. So, 
72 thin strips of tape later I was ready to go! I primed once 
more with Halfords grey plastic primer and applied two coats 
of Halfords satin black ensuring even coverage. This paint imparts a slight sheen, which would contrast 
nicely with the surrounding parts. 

With the inner wings, hatches and minor parts glued to the fuselage, that and the outer wings received two 
coats of Johnson’s Klear in preparation for the essential wash and decals. The few decals that are evident 

on the model are indeed very small and I gave 
myself a challenge by applying them at the 
Romsey Model show. Thanks for the loan of your 
magnifier Pat! 

Sprayed in light grey the model looked distinctly 
bland and uninteresting and needed a prominent 
wash to avoid the model looking toy like. Once 
again drawing knowledge from those more 
experienced in Sci-Fi, I decided to go all ‘old 
school’ and do a wash using pastels. I have one 
pastel in my collection – a black chalk type, 
which would prove ideal. I ground this down to a 
fine powder by rubbing it against some coarse 
sandpaper, added water and several drops of 
washing up liquid and stirred until I had a black 
watery mix. The washing up liquid breaks the 
surface tension of the water and enables the 



wash to flow around the details. I began with the outer parts, applying heavier amounts as my confidence 
grew. After a short drying time, 10 minutes or so, the wash can be manipulated by wetting it again and 
removing unwanted areas or, as I did, using a moistened q-tip. After removal, the edges can be blended and 
softened to a pleasing finish. At first I thought the black would be too harsh, but in fact it looks almost dark 
grey. I am pleased with the results. The rest of the wings and fuselage were done in the same manner, aside 
from some panel lines being drawn in with a sharpened pencil. 

The model was then coated with three very light coats of Xtracylix flat varnish. This was misted on via 
airbrush at a distance of about one foot. If the varnish is applied too wet you risk disturbing the fragile pastel 
wash. I allowed 24 hours for drying and then removed the 
masks from the windows. I had some slight bleed along some 
edges, which was cleaned away with 4000 and 6000 grit 
Micromesh cut into tiny pieces. The last task was to attach 
the solar panels and outer wings. This proved straight 
forward, benefiting from the earlier masking. I did a little dry 
brushing and hand painted in the laser guns at the front of 
the craft using Gunze fluorescent orange, just to add a tiny 
splash of colour. 

The model now was complete and looked distinctly different 
with the restricted view offered by the large solar panel 
wings. At the time of writing, I have yet to complete a display 
base for it. I plan to mount the model onto a brass tube and 
small wooden plinth for that ‘in flight’ look. Despite some 
small mistakes, this was a most enjoyable 3 week build. 
FineMolds have produced some superb kits and I look 
forward to completing more in the future. 

On the Workbench II: Revell 1/72 Focke-Wulf 190 A8/R1. 
Many thanks to Ben Short for the following article. It is good to be able to include work from as many club members as 
we can in Update and I am always pleased to receive your contributions! 

Though the build of this kit was, for the most part, straightforward, there were a few points that I thought may 
be of interest. 

Canopies: though the kit itself is of excellent quality, the transparencies are most certainly not; both parts 
suffer from badly polished moulds, and the rearmost piece appears too small and flat. On a previous build of 
the same kit, I opted to heat-form the rear section and make do with the kit-supplied windscreen. None too 
pleased with the results of this experiment, a change of tactic was employed this time around, with the rear 
section being polished with micromesh and dipped in Klear, as per the technique described in my previous 
article on the Corsair. Since it would have been nigh impossible to remove scratches from the inside of such 
a narrow hood, only the outside was polished; the result is as good as I could have hoped to achieve, and, I 
hope, does not detract too much from the finished product. 

Given the simplicity of the windscreen shape, I decided to fabricate it afresh from acetate. To give myself an 
easy life, I took measurements from the fuselage and rear canopy, to which the screen would butt-join. The 
folds were achieved by light scoring, the clear sheet subsequently being bent gently whilst being held on a 
firm surface under a straight edge. After masking with Tamiya tape, and painting the frames both interior and 
exterior colours, an appropriate frame thickness was achieved. 

A Few Details: In building a good model, I think that details and overall finish have an equal role in creating 
something believable. Or, in actual fact, mortals can use one in order to compensate for lapses in the other. 
The aerial wire (my favourite part of this particular project) was kindly donated by my mothers head; fixed to 
rear bulkhead in the canopy, it was threaded through the headrest and a fine hole in the canopy, before the 
canopy itself was glued to the model. With the canopy firmly in position, the hair was pulled taut, and secured 
to the tail mast with a tiny drop of superglue, applied with a cocktail stick. The upright wire on the fuselage 
was glued into its tiny hole in the fuselage, a tiny bead of glue (invisible, in fact) was applied to the horizontal 
wire, and the vertical wire held taught against it for a couple of seconds. Voila. The excess was trimmed with 
a brand new blade, and then I could start breathing again. 

Camouflage and Markings: early on in the build, I decided on an all-over RLM 76 machine, captured at Bad 
Aibling in 1945. A little internet research led to the unsurprising discovery that the RLM 76 was roughly 
oversprayed atop a standard RLM 74/75/76 day-fighter scheme, and so this is how I set about painting the 



model. The upper surfaces were brush painted with Polly Scale acrylics, with the lower surface colour 
masked and sprayed on (see photograph). The entire 
model was then sprayed with 2 coats of Polly Scale 
RLM 76, though the second was so thick so as to 
obscure most of the paint and demarcations 
underneath, aside from the Balkenkreuz on the upper 
wings. Oh well. I decided to wear off a little more of the 
76 using micromesh, before polishing the paint (which, 
I feel, affects the hue of the underlying paint than clear-
coating) and the applying the decals. The end result? 
The upper coat looks more like a well-applied yet worn 
distemper, as opposed to a rough field application, as 
was the case. Having since tamed my Badger 200 
skills a little more, perhaps it’ll be 3rd time lucky on 
building a decent 190! 

On the Workbench III: Creating windows with  Micro Kristal Klear and Humbrol ClearFix. 

Following on from Keith Trotman’s “Plea for Help” a month or so back on the best way to produce windows 
for model aircraft, he carried out some trials during the club meeting and provided me with some further 
information afterwards. 

I produced some test coupons for the trials, made from Plasticard of 0.3, 0.5, 0.75 and 2mm thickness. Each 
had a series of holes drilled through from 1 to 5.5 mm diameter. For each hole, Keith used Kristal Klear (KK) 
and ClearFix (CF) to develop a method for application and decide on the range of thicknesses and diameters 
that gave the best results. 

Keith found that the best way to apply the fluids was by means of a cocktail stick. Dip the cocktail stick into 
the liquid so you have a blob on the end. Then touch the edge of the blob against the window opening and 
apply the liquid around the edge and into the middle using a spiral action. Keith found it important to avoid 
contacting the wall of the window with the cocktail stick. 

He found that the hole size was not important. However, the 0.3mm plasticard was too thin and the window 
would sag. 0.5 and 0.75mm gave the best results. CF was easier to use and more tolerant of the amount of 
liquid applied and method of application, whereas the KK would sag with too much liquid.  
After 10 days both KK and CF were still pliable, although dry to the touch. 

After 20 days KK was still pliable. CF had dried hard and could be broken out of the hole in the plastic as a 
complete piece. 

KK dried the clearest, however the concave shape to the surface made it look odd. The larger the hole and 
the thicker the plastic the worse it looked. 

CF dried with a look not unlike a piece of ice on top of a puddle. However it dried perfectly flat and flush to 
the plastic on all the thicknesses tried. 

Keith: many thanks for carrying out the trials for us! 

 

 

 

 

Next Meeting: November 21 

Remember to bring your entries for this year’s annual competition and any contributions you have to 
the reference CD-ROM. 

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com 


