
January 08.

Test Trout Trophy.

Tonight’s theme is “Made In Japan”. I think you all know the entry criteria by now: any model in any scale, old 
or new, past competition winner or not, is eligible so long as it can be linked to the subject of the theme 
(however tenuously). However, merely because the kit is Japanese or you bought it through Hobby Link 
Japan is pushing it a bit!

Reference CD-ROM.

Sorry that the “Xmas 07 Romsey Modeller’s Reference CD” was not ready 
in time for last month’s meeting, but I shall have them with me tonight, so 
please be sure to collect your copy. It is packed full of interesting photos of 
both models and the real thing to help with your modelling. Thank you once 
again to the contributors: Paul Adams, Keith Farmer, Keith Hawkins, John 
Hazell, Mark Metters and Mike Scotcher (from IPMS Abingdon). You are 
free to copy the disc for other modellers, but please contact me if you 
intend to use any of the material in a published piece so that I can obtain 
the originator’s agreement.

Club Annual Competition Results 2007.

Winner of the John Cox Memorial Trophy this year was Pat Camp with the 1/700 scale HMS Triumph. 
Second runner up was Steve Shrimpton with his lovely 1/76 Panzer Pzkpf III L followed by Pat Camp with 
the 1/48 Revell Dassault Rafale M.
1. AIRCRAFT: 1/72 and below: 
Gold: Cutlass, Pat Camp. Silver: F-4S (Heater Ferris), Paul Guppy. Bronze: B1A Prototype #3, Paul Guppy
2 AIRCRAFT: Above 1/72
Gold: F-84G Thunderjet, Joe Shawyer. Silver: Dassault Rafale, Pat Camp. Bronze: Mosquito B MkIV, Tony 
Adams
3 MILITARY VEHICLES: 1/72 and below.
Gold: Pzkpf VI Tiger 1 E, Steve Shrimpton. Silver: Pzkpf III L, Steve Shrimpton. Bronze: Pzkpf VI Tiger 1 E, 
Steve Shrimpton
4 MILITARY VEHICLES: Above 1/72.
Gold: U.S. 21/2 Ton 6x6 Truck & Kettenfraftrad, Joe Shawyer. Silver: Roto – Jeep, Brian Sampson. Bronze: 
Mirkava, Keith Hawkins
5 SHIPS: any scale.
Gold: HMS Triumph, Pat Camp
8 CIVILIAN VEHICLES: 1/20 and below.
Gold: AMT Transtar & Trailer, Keith Hawkins
9 CIVILIAN VEHICLES: Above 1/20.
Gold: 2005 Yamaha M1, Paul Adams. Silver: 2001 Honda NSR500 "Mugello", Paul Adams.
11 PHOTOGRAPHIC.
Gold: Shooting Star, Keith Trotman. Joint Silver: 6 Red Arrows, Keith Trotman & F-16 Dutch Air force, Mark 
Metters.
12 MISCELLANEOUS.
Gold: Star Wars Tie Fighter, Paul Adams. Silver: "Georgina" Vertical Mill Engine, Dougie Howell. Bronze: 
Vertical Mill Engine, Dougie Howell.

Situations Vacant.

I announced at the last club meeting that I have accepted a new job based near Aix-en-Provence, France, 
starting from 1st March. I shall really miss our club nights and outings and I have found it such a pleasure to 



see the club grow with so many nice people who have so much fun with their model building. I am confident 
that the club will continue to go from strength to strength after I have gone.

This was the first time that I have been a club Secretary and I was very keen to try and keep everything as 
our founding “grand fromage”, Les Cooper, had intended: informal, pleasant and convivial. Through talking 
with you all at club nights and shows, as well as by email, it was nice to feel it was my business to find out as 
much as I could about your interests and what sort of things you wanted from the club. Your reaction to some 
of the ideas I put forward was sometimes positive (such as the Hobbyboss competition and the airbrushing 
course) and at other times was greeted with a loud silence! That is fair enough and no problem, but I think it 
is important that you don't stop coming up with these new thoughts and ideas, because those that have 
worked have lead to Romsey Modellers doing more than most other clubs that I know of and, on many 
occasions, modellers from other clubs have said to me that they wish their own club were as active.

Although being Secretary to the club has been hard work at times, I have never regretted it and I can't begin 
to say how much of a pleasure and honour it has been to represent the club and all you nice people. You 
have always been positive in your support and have helped out when you can. The newsletter has proven to 
be popular and I thank all of you who have provided contributions to it: not only does it make the newsletter a 
more interesting read, it makes the job of compiling it much, much easier for me. So, even if you feel that the 
job of Secretary is not for you, please do think about what you can do to make his job easier. There are a lot 
of club members and if each of you decided to write just one article a year for the newsletter it would cut 
down enormously on the amount of work he has to do and make a far more interesting read for the 
membership!

In tonight’s meeting, we can review what the club does now and what it should do in the future. If any of you 
want to take on my job "lock, stock and barrel", then that is terrific. If the job needs to be shared out between 
a number of you (possibly following traditional club structures), then that is fine too. You may want to drop 
some activities or take more on: that is for you all to discuss and decide upon. Here are a few notes about 
what I do to help your thoughts:

· Arrange club nights and pay for the hire of the hall, collect subscriptions from the membership, add 
any contributions to the funds from such things as the club raffle, bring & buys, etc. We sometimes 
have to pay for additional table space at modelling shows, such as Yeovilton for example. This 
activity doesn't take up very much of my time.

· Talking of modelling shows, if the club is going to continue with these (and I sincerely hope you do!), 
then you will need to take over contact with the various organisers and book the tables. Keeping 
track of what events are coming up can take some effort, and this is an area that other members can 
assist with, such as by letting you see the events diaries in the hobby magazines they subscribe to 
and, like Phil often does, tell me of events he or Norman Mills are going to. You really need email 
and internet access to do this job and it probably 
needs about an hour a month, including time to 
provide the information for the newsletter. You will 
sometimes need to provide guidance on how our 
display is laid out and space allocated. You will 
also need to be custodian of the cloths and other 
paraphernalia (including our lighting) between 
shows and club competition nights. Last, but not 
least, is to provide the hand-outs and these need 
printing off from time to time. Obviously, the contact 
details need to be changed and I think now would 
be a good time to come up with a new hand-out 
design - so get your artistic thoughts going!

· As for the newsletter, this takes about a day to write the sections on news, events (reports on past 
shows; again this is made so much easier by having notes from others who went), what is in the 
modelling press and general articles (such as new kit releases, internet sites, humour: all of which 
are made simpler when sent to you by watchful club members!). You will need email, internet and 
word processing skills to do this. If you have a graphics package (such as PowerPoint or Photoshop 
Elements) then you will find this very helpful. If you have to write an article, this can take a day or two 
per newsletter. I find it helps to record notes as you build a kit (such as modifications made, paints 
used, problems encountered, etc) and take photos if you are so able. I then write out my notes and 



caption the photos (often also cropping the photos, adjusting colour and lighting, saving the image as 
a smaller file). Then fill in the missing gaps in the text. If you are interested in doing this sort of thing, 
I'm sure you will find plenty of club members willing to lend you a hand, and before long you will 
become a dab hand at this sort of thing and be able to submit articles to magazines - talk to Gary 
Jarman and Paul Adams to see what they do. Naturally, you could also reduce the content of the
newsletter considerably or forget about it altogether, although feedback I have had from Gary and 
Tony suggest they would like to see the newsletter continue. I intend to provide a monthly “from our 
foreign correspondent” report, although how much of this will be about modelling I can’t say at the 
moment!

· The club also runs a number of competitions. You may have thoughts about how many there are, in 
which case do say something at the meeting. These need entry and voting slips to be printed out 
(PowerPoint) and award Certificates to be printed and filled out. You will need to receive the votes 
and calculate the placings using a formula. Then provide information to the newsletter. We have 8 
competitions a year and it takes around an half an hour to prepare for each, plus an hour or so 
during the club night itself. Fancy certificates for the annuals take about 4 hours to do, and you need 
the willing contribution from a photographer. Again, you will need PowerPoint to do this.

· Other things we have in mind and should review are: Hobbyboss competition (including placing an 
order) and an airbrush workshop with an emphasis on natural metal finishes (where we intend to 
paint our Hobbyboss kits during this). The Hobbyboss competition will probably need about a couple 
of hours effort to sort out. The airbrush workshop will take considerably more, but I don't know how 
much. Also includes hiring the hall (money) and figuring out how to ensure no damage is done from 
our use of paint & thinners. I also compile a Reference CD-ROM each year using information 
gathered by members and from my own collection. This can take a day or so to put together plus 
another half-day (and the purchase of discs & cases) to produce 25 copies with labels.

· I have contacted magazines in the past and given them information about the club. You may want to 
update them once you have nominated a contact. I have a letter that tells enquirers about the club 
and its activities that you can email or post to them. You have always been very good at welcoming 
new members to the club, so if you see a new face then please do talk to them and make them 
welcome.

I think that is about it. For those of you that take over from me, I will provide you with all the information I 
have and talk you through it as much as you want.

Forthcoming Events.

London Model Engineering Show.
This event is being held at Alexander Palace from 18 – 20 January. Efforts are being made by a number of 
model clubs to promote plastic kit modelling and demonstrations of airbrushing and decal making will take 
place.

Southampton Model Railway Exhibition 2008.
This model railway exhibition being held over the weekend of 26 & 27 of January at Eastpoint Centre, 
Burgoyne Road, Thornhill, SO19 6PB. Entry is £4.50. Free parking.

FEBEX 2008.
This is a model railway exhibition being held over the weekend of 2nd & 3rd of February at Eggars School, 
Alton from 10:30 until 17:00. Entry is £3.50. There is a free preserved bus service to the exhibition from Alton 
station and the town centre.

ModelKraft 2008 
IPMS Milton Keynes present ModelKraft 2008 to be held at the new venue, Stantonbury Leisure Centre, 
MK14 6BN which is to the north of Milton Keynes with far easier access from the M1 and A5 on February 
3rd. Although a little distant for us down on the south coast, I mention it because the show has a good 
reputation and may well be worth the effort to get there and back. Opening hours are 10am - 4 pm. The 
venue has over 500 free car parking spaces and a cafe. They are expecting the normal mix of traders, clubs 
and of course their famous model competition. Information ~ www.mksmc.co.uk



Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton.
Model Show 2008 is being held at the Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton, on Saturday 9 February. Being 
as this is one of our most popular events, I have booked 24ft of table space and we are located alongside 
the F4U Corsair in the WW2 hall. I think it would be fun to collect together as many F4U’s as we can from our 
Hobbyboss competition: so if you are prepared to donate yours then please can you bring it along tonight or 
on the day!  Please let me know whether you will be coming along to help man the club stand.

Trucks 'n' Tracks 2008
This international vehicle modelling show is being held at Lees Cliff Hall, Folkestone, Kent, on 23 February.

North Somerset Model Show.
This show, organised by North Somerset Modellers Society, is being held at The Campus, Highlands Lane, 
Weston-Super-Mare, BS24 7DX on 15 March from 10:00 am until 5:00 pm. Entry is £2.00. Contact: Dave 
Perry 01761 462864

Southern Expo….
….will be held at the Hornchurch Sports Centre, Harrow Lodge Park, Hornchurch Road, Hornchurch, Essex 
RM11 1ET.March 15th /16th. Information ~ http://myweb.tiscali.co.uk/southernexpo, Contact 
southernexpo@tiscali.co.uk

Modelsport 2008.
LesGaragistes are pleased to announce the third running of it's motorsport and automotive themed show 
MODELSPORT will be held at the Holiday Inn, St Quentins Gate, Telford on April 6th. The date has been 
moved from our traditional March date to April, in an attempt to avoid clashes with other events on the usual 
date (although it clashes with the Shropshire Show, see below!). As with previous events there will be a main 
theme, this has yet to be finalised, there will be specialist traders offering kits and all those other goodies 
with which to indulge yourselves, a club bring and buy, and probably the biggest and best display of 
motorsport and civillian models you'll get to see in this country. LesGaragistes are displaying at this years 
Scale Model World, so pop along and get a taster for what to expect at Modelsport. ~ Modelsport 2008

Contact Gary Constable gary@gconstable9.wanadoo.co.uk or 07815 067436 / Shane Price: 
sprice@kingflw.com

Shropshire Model Show.
For those of you who like their model shows to be amongst museum exhibits, Shropshire Scale Modellers 
are having a model show at the Royal Air Force Museum, Cosford, on Sunday 6 April from 10:00 until 4:00. 
Admission and parking is free! 

Poole Vikings Model Show.
This is another of our regular shows that has proved popular with the club. This one is being held at the 
usual venue of Parkstone Grammar School, Sopers Lane, Poole, BH17 7EP, on Saturday 19th April. 
Please can you let me know if you want me to book a table for the club.
Contact ~ Jez Thomson on (01963) 32385 or e-mail at poole.vikings@virgin.net

Southdowns Model Show.
Southdowns Model Group are holding their annual show on Sat 3rd May at The Parish Hall,Lancing,West 
Sussex,BN15 8AJ.The hall is five mins walk from local train station and five mins from main road leading to 
Brighton and London. There will be plenty of traders and club stands. Also an open competition,tombola and 
hot food including bacon rolls, tea, coffee, etc. For more info please contact Craig Wells on:01273 279635 or 
craig.wells4@ntlworld.com  

Romsey Model World.

I mentioned last month that the Romsey Modelworld Show will be cancelled this year and the Rotary Clubs 
have asked for feedback from us: should the format be changed, what should be dispensed with and what 
should they include, is September the wrong month to hold the event, etc, etc? Please can you let me have 
your thoughts on this.



What the papers say……
Not so many this month, I guess people are still getting over the New Year break and haven’t got round to updating their 
websites as yet!

The Aeroplane.
Across Africa by Fulmar... Russell Bryant uses his father's logbooks and “illegal” diary to 
describe the Royal Navy's first journey across Africa on the Takoradi Route, in 1940. 
A Passion Shared... the success story of Vintage Wings of Canada. 
AIRCREW... a purser aboard a 1930s C-Class “Empire” flying-boat. 
David Tallichet: A Tribute... the life and aviation career of one of the USA's most important 
warbird pioneers. 
DATABASE: The Polikarpov I-16... the genesis, development and service career of Nikolai Polikarpov's 
pugnacious little monoplane fighter, which came to be known as the “Rat” by its enemies. 
Candid Canberra... training and instructing on RAF photo-recce Canberras at both high - and low-level . . . 
sometimes a little too low! 
Test Flying Memorial Project Update... progress made on the Test Flying Memorial Roll of Honour. 
My Early Days with TWA... what it was like to fly “The Lindbergh Line” in the early 1940s. 
Saint-Exupéry: Mediterranean Epilogue... account of the French pilot-poet's last days - including his 
mysterious death.

Fine Scale Modeler
Cover Story: Kitbash an EA-18G Combine kits to model the Navy's new electronic-warfare 
Growler. 
Showcase: Ted Bunn's HMS Prince of Wales Up-close with a fantastically detailed World 
War II George V-class battleship. 
Armor How-To: Easy-to-do KV-II A top modeller's tips for painting and weathering 1/48 scale armor. 
Display: Build a high-tech digital display base This eye-catching "slideshow" model display base is easy 
to build from inexpensive components. 
Aircraft How-To: Build the first Spitfire Convert Airfix's 1/72 scale Mk. I to the Type 300 prototype. 
Workbench reviews: Dragon 1/35 scale King Tiger; Classic Airframes 1/48 scale Fairey Gannet ASW; 
HobbyBoss 1/72 scale TA-7C Corsair II; Dragon 1/6 scale SdKfz 2 Kettenkrad; Montex 1/32 scale 
Commonwealth Boomerang; Tamiya 1/35 scale SdKfz 222; Trumpeter 1/72 scale Hawker Sea Fury FB. 
11
History You Can Model: A-6 Intruder

Military In Scale
ARMOUR
WHEN TANKS BREAK DOWN… Sherman ARV using Resicast's conversion kit
GREEN TEE Miniart’s diminutive T-70.
PIONEER CORPS Accurate Armour's range of 1/48 vehicles have caused quite a stir since they first 
appeared last year. Mitch Thompson builds their latest release a Scammell Pioneer wrecker – another very 
fine addition to the range…
BEEP, BEEP! Mig Productions' latest model, a lovely 1/48 Dodge WC-51 in an exclusive new feature. Step-
by-step pictures and a delightful vignette help tell the tale…
DEMAG DELIGHT… tells the story of a very impressive little Demag half-track
AIRCRAFT
IMPROVING THE IMAGE The Bronco Cub has been widely praised since its release, but it has some 
notable inaccuracies. Tony Clements rounds up the problems and offers plenty of solutions in this specially 
commissioned reference article
AN ITALIAN ARCHER 1/32 Pacific Coast Regianne Re.2005. An attractive subject for a kit, PC more than 
do justice to the original, as you'll see this time around
DOGPATCH MOSQUITO Vic Scheuerman starts a short series of articles on modelling the Mosquito in 
1/48. This month he builds the Tamiya FB Mk VI with plenty of step-by-step photos
FEATURE
CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS alternative colour schemes for Re.2005 & Mosquito FB.VI

Scale Aviation Modeller International.



January 08, on sale 22 December, £3.95
Modellers Profile 6: Sopwith 1 ½ Strutter
Quick Build – Do 17 the new RS Dornier in 1/72
Heavy Weather Nell expert weathered painting on Hasegawa’s 1/72 G3M bomber
Scaling Down Ploughshares Revell’s Luftwaffe A310 MRT
Product Lines – CMR A look at one of the pioneers of the resin kit industry
Special Racer Howard Hughes’ and the Ib Racer, featuring the XS 1/32 resin kit
Mirage in the Desert Eduard’s classic 1/48 delta wing in an Israeli combat scheme.

Model Airplane International.
Issue 30 - published on 27th December 2007 
• Kwik Build: The Roden 1:48 Gladiator Mk I/II/J8 by Steve A. Evans
• Kwik Build: Accurate Miniatures 1:48 P-39 Racer by Ben Pallister
• Kwik Build: Trumpeter 1:32 Early F4F- 3 Wildcat by Jenny Wright
• Venomous Bird D.H. Venom FB Mk 1 in 1:48 from Classic Airframes
• White Swan Part 1 two-part feature on building and correcting the Trumpeter 1:72 Tu-160 and includes 
walk-around images of the real aircraft
• Macchi C.200 Saetta by Richard J. Caruana

Model Military International.
February 2008, Issue 22 - published on 3rd January 2008 
» PREVIEW: Tamiya’s second release of the Char B1; Dragon’s all new sFH18 Field Howitzer: Resicast’s 
AOP Bren Carrier conversion; Dragon’s huge 1:6 Kettenkrad; Tamiya’s 1:48 Sd.Kfz. 250/3 
‘Greif’ half-track; Tamiya’s much anticipated JS-2; Bronco’s Staghound armoured car
» WACHT AM RHEIN: in-depth feature on his 1:16 King Tiger
» PAINT IT BLACK: 1:35 figure of Tiger Ace Michael Wittmann.
» HYDRAULIC PALM TREE: Italeri’s 1:48 RAF Chinook HC.1
» BUFFALO SOLDIER: Italeri’s LVT-4 in a watery scene
» UNIVERSAL GUN: fascinating war time images of the 40mm Bofors Gun

New Plastic.

Ship model enthusiasts will have mixed thoughts on the news that 
Revell are to release a Fletcher Class destroyer kit in 1/144 scale. 
From the emotional point of view, it will be irresistible. Then you 
think about the practicalities – where the heck do I find space to 
keep it? - and financial consequences – how can I afford all the 
photo-etch / resin / machine turned barrels that I’ll want to buy?

Renaissance Yamaha M1 Assen GP 2007 transkit.
Here are some notes about Paul’s latest acquisition….

We’re only a few days into 2008, and already my credit card is 
subjected to more abuse, this time in the from a incredibly fast 
shipped parcel from Singapore – Renaissance’s transkit for yet 
another Valentino Rossi bike, the Assen 2007 winning Yamaha YZR 
M1.

What so special about this? In 2007, Yamaha’s works team was 
sponsored by Fiat, (yep, the same folks who own Ferrari, no less) 
and to promote the forthcoming Fiat 500, ( the Fiat 500 was the 
‘peoples’ car in Italy during the 60’s, so much so that you could buy 
spares in the local supermarket!), the works Yamaha’s appeared at 
Assen with this retro paint scheme of sky blue, fluorescent red and 
green. The bikes looked fantastic and despite a poor qualifying run, 
Valentino rode the race of 2007 storming from 11th to win from the 
young Aussie, Casey Stoner.

This kit came as welcome surprise to me having not seen anything 
on the net about it beforehand. The kit comprises of several resin 
parts to turn the Tamiya 2005 kit into the subtly different 2007 bike. 



A new fairing, seat, rear wheel, brake callipers, top yoke, and rear hugger or mudguard. The resin parts are 
very nicely cast (unlike the NSR500 Honda I built last year) with very little need for cleaning. Oddly, there is 
no new dummy tank, which is significantly different from the 2005 bike. Furthermore, the exhaust is shorter 
on the 07 bikes. So, some work will be needed to done to recreate an accurate model. As with the Mugello 
Honda, Renaissance provide a superb decal sheet, with correct fluorescent colour swatches, all printed by 
Cartograph. The instructions are very poor with only colour photos of the bike and a list of the kit contents to 
go by.

Overall I am pleased with this release though the price is a little high (£50), given that the modeller will need 
to do some scratch building. Hopefully I will be building this kit later in 2008.

Two Crackers for Christmas!

Tony Adams has also been giving his credit card some grief. Here is what he has been up to…

I have recently added two new items to my growing collection of models that I must build next. The first was 
the result of a late night trawl through Ebay. I found a full set of Eduard photo etch set for Hasegawa’s 1/72 
Dambuster Lancaster  (over £40 worth) for which I picked up for a bargain £7 . Having got the brass I had to 
get the kit! Another £25 later it arrived in the post. I haven’t opened the plastic bags full of great looking 
sprues, it looks a formable kit and I can’t wait to start (but I’ve said that about lots of other loft lagging!).

The other present I brought for myself was Eduard’s new Messerschmitt Bf 110 C which is getting rave 
reviews from the model magazines. Again opening the box did not disappoint there is a wonderful colour 
instruction sheet, photo etch, and paint masks. I’ve just got to build up enough courage to tackle the mottled 
camouflage scheme.

Looks like my modelling future is laid out for 2008! 

Oh, and due to the amount of photo etch I have to bend I just purchased a etch mate tool (another £30). 
Hummm: it turned out to be an expensive Ebay visit after all!

Hobbyboss Build.

Mick Burton has stolen a lead on us! He had his kit on view at the last IPMS 
Portsmouth meeting, and I must say it does look good! I think it will assemble 
quite easily and will make a first class choice for our club competition.



The F-84E Thunderjet contains markings for Korean war and German based aircraft. The “G” version has 
Thunderbirds markings. I have had requests for 9 kits so far, mostly for the “E” version. Phil emailed me to 
say “both versions can be made from the bits supplied in either kit, the only difference is the decals. 
Differences between E & G are shorter tail pipe on G (variants in kit), blow in doors and refuelling receptacle 
in wing (need panel lines filling on the E). Only one type of canopy is supplied: the G version. Nearly all E’s 
were retrofitted with the reinforced canopy from a G at some point in

On the Workbench - 1.
Many thanks to Paul Adams for the following article…..

Lancia S4 Pt 2. 
With Christmas approaching, several sessions of 
eBaying and the inevitable and necessary downing 
of many alcoholic beverages, modelling has taken a 
back seat during December, so just a small update 
this month.

With the chassis and bodywork mainly complete, I 
turned to painting and decaling the cockpit. The 
resin replacement forms the floor and rear firewall, 
and nicely cast it is too. Using my references, I 
found that the Lancia features a carbon Kevlar 
finished floor and most of this is covered with a 
protective heat shield covering which is laid beneath 
the seats and on the firewall, so that the crew aren’t 
exposed to too much heat from the engine 
compartment.

After priming I sprayed Halfords Satin black, a good 
base for carbon decaling. As 60% of the cockpit 
would be covered with Bare Metal Foil, I only 
needed to decal the footwell and surrounding sills 
with Scale Motorsports carbon Kevlar decals. I cut 
up small pieces of Tamiya Tape to form templates 
for each carbon decal and applied them gradually 
over a few days. I was pleased with the resultant 
authentic look. The real interior has a semi-flat look, 
so I left decals without any further finishing. 
I then applied the heat shielding using BMF. The 
same technique is employed as if decaling, forming 
templates, but using paper and or measuring 
individual pieces. The transmission hump proved 
difficult. I was trying to achieve some natural looking 
creases but ended with the ‘incompetent modeller 
look’ instead! Nevertheless, it should look fine once 
hidden partially by the smoked windows. 
The kit doesn’t provide seats, instead using the 
examples from the Hasegawa kit. These look to be 
fairly accurate representation of the mid eighties 
Sparco seat used by Lancia. After priming I sprayed 
the backs of the seats with Halfords satin black 
once more and applied the same CK that I used on 
the floor. This time though I airbrushed 2 coats of 2 
part clear on. This would then allow me to mask off 
the CK area and spray the fabric area of the seat. 
For this I mixed a gloss dark blue from Tamiya 
acrylics, airbrushing this on with two wet coats. Onto 
this I could apply the drivers name decals and seat 



manufacturer markings.  I then airbrushed the entire seat with acrylic flat varnish form Hannants to matt 
everything down. 

Next up was the seat belt harness. I use Studio 27’s sets, which allows you to complete two seats. Each set 
comes with pre-cut adhesive backed webbing, only needing to be cut into suitable lengths. A fret of buckles 
and adjusters help complete the look and various stickers are use to add the manufacturer’s logos. These 
were added to the seats with the odd drop of glue to hold everything down. The seats were fixed into place 
using blutak, allowing adjustment, if needed later. At the time of writing and photography, things aren’t quite 
finished, with the rear screen and some tidying of the belts still to do. More next month. 
their lives”.    

On the Workbench – 2:  Supermarine S6.
Don’t believe you are the only ones that drop clangers building kits!!! Read 
on…..

I purchased this recently 
released 1/72nd kit by Pavla [2] 
from the Hannant’s stand at 
the Nationals. I thought it was 
quite expensive at £16, but thought the prospect of building a quality kit 
of this beautiful and very special aeroplane would be worth it. Oh dear!

I’ve been fairly busy over the Christmas and New Year holidays 
preparing for my move to France. However, I decided to put this to one 
side and treat myself to some quality time on Christmas and Boxing 
days by building a kit. I don’t have much in the way of reference 
material for this aircraft, but having photographed a poster on the wall 
at Cosford museum and Googled for images on the internet, I had 
enough to make a start.

The kit comprises of a single sprue of injection moulded parts, resin 
pieces (mainly for the beaching cart) and a single vacuum moulding 
with two tiny canopies [3]. I was very disappointed that there were no 
resin parts, particularly as the spoked wheels for the beaching cart 
were crudely moulded on the resin parts. Decals are included for three 
aircraft. Diagrams for painting and decal placement were quite good, 
but assembly instructions were vague and there was little in the way of 
location points on the mouldings. The inboard edge of the wing was 
angled rather than square, so if you glued it to the fuselage you would 
end up with a dihedral of 15o! Surface detail on the wings and tail 
control surfaces seem way overdone.

Starting with the floats, I referred to the parts layout diagram in the 
instructions and wrote the part number on the inside of each part using a permanent marker before cutting 
them from the sprue. I then dry fitted the halves together, which is just as well as I would have ended up 
gluing the two inboard halves together and then the two outboard ones! The joining faces of the floats were 
somewhat ragged and so I laid a sheet of “wet or dry” onto a flat surface and carefully cleaned them up [4]. 
The halves had a serious warp and so I decided to glue them together at the front and then work back after 
this had dried overnight [5]. 
The plastic had a funny feel to 
it so I tried out the polystyrene 
cement on some bits of sprue 
before using any on the kit 
parts: it worked fine. The 
instructions call for weight to 
be added to the front of the 
floats and so I applied some 
epoxy adhesive to a broken 
tungsten drill bit and dropped 
one into each float before the 
back ends were pulled 
together.



The kit includes a resin rudder for one of the kit options, and that happened to be the one I had in mind to do. 
The rudder was cut away from each fuselage half using an X-Acto blade. This was used backwards [6] to 
scrape away plastic rather than cut into it. A steel rule was used to guide the blade and pieces of foam (the 

orange bits in the photos) helped to support the ruler so it didn’t move during the cutting operations. The 
parts came away neatly [7]. Like the floats, the fuselage halves were ragged around the edges and the 
general surface finish was very rough, which would make it difficult to get a good paint finish. The sheet of 
wet or dry was used to flatten the joining surfaces. There was a lot of plastic “clag” around the cockpit 
opening [8] which I trimmed away with a new scalpel blade. I followed what I thought was the outline on the 
part, but when I looked at photos of the real aircraft it was wrong and I had cut in too far. The kit includes a 
resin control panel and pilot’s seat. There are no location points moulded in for these, and where the control 
panel seems to fit best it looks too low. The fuselage halves are moulded far too thick for the pilots seat, and 
it you thin them then the control panel will have large gaps. So I started sanding down the width of the pilot’s 
seat, which meant removing some nicely moulded seat belt and buckle detail, which I hated to do.

I cut the wings from the sprue and was shocked by the amount of warping [10]. The only way to get the 
wings flat was to clamp along the leading and trailing edges and immerse them into hot water. I used a pair 
of jubilee clips with wooden strips (coffee stirrers from Costa coffee!) to keep everything flat and spread the 
pressure [11]. Based on earlier experience, I placed one clamped wing part into a saucepan of boiling water 
and waited for it to warm through before removing and cooling under a cold tap. When I removed the parts I 
found I had literally “overcooked it”, and the clamps had pressed into the surfaces [12]. This was the last 
straw for me, so I dumped the kit and wrote a strongly worded letter of complaint to Pavla models and turned 
my attention to Trumpeter’s wonderful 1/32 Avenger kit!

Revell Eurofighter.

I mentioned last month that Roger Doswell had sent me paint details for the RAF version of the aircraft I built. I couldn’t 
find the information in time for my write up, so Roger kindly sent it to me once again….
Overall :BS381C no 626 camouflage (barley) grey
Cockpit:  BS381C no 632 dark admiralty grey
Leading and trailing edge flap interiors FS595B 36280 (slightly lighter than ocean grey)
Intake flap interior  BS381C no 626 barley grey
Intakes (aft of intake flap- inside intake ducting FS595B 26492

Radome: FS 595B 36314 flint grey (this is supposedly an FS equivalent to barley grey, but appears to be 
more brownish, perhaps adding a drop of dark earth to the barley grey may be more accurate).



On the Workbench – 3.

Not Quite a Zero Build!

Between spells acquiring goodies on eBay, Tony has been able to do some modelling as well…..
I did offer Pat an article on the build of my Tamiya 1/32 Mitsubishi AM62 Zero unfortunately I still haven’t 
quite finished, thought I may be pretty close by Wednesday (it is the “Made in Japan” competition). I will get 
my act together to write about it for next months newsletter. In the meantime here are a few photos to whet 
your appetite…

And on a lighter note:

Thank you to Simon for sending this to me….

A plane is on its way to Sydney when a blonde in Economy Class gets up and moves to the First Class and 
sits down. The flight attendant watches her do this and asks to see her ticket. She then tells the blonde 
passenger that she's paid for Economy and that she will have to go and sit in the back. 

The blonde replies "I'm blonde, I'm beautiful, I'm going to Sydney and I'm staying right here!" 



The flight attendant goes into the cockpit and tells the pilot and co-pilot that there is some blonde bimbo 
sitting in First Class that belongs in Economy and won't move back to her seat. The co-pilot goes back to the 
blonde and tries to explain that because she only paid for economy she is only entitled to an economy seat 
and she will have to leave and return to her original seat. 

The blonde replies, "I'm blonde, I'm beautiful, I'm going to Sydney, and I'm staying right here!" Exasperated 
the co-pilot tells the pilot that it was no use and that he probably should have the police waiting when they 
land to arrest this blonde woman that won't listen to reason. 

The pilot says, "You say she's blonde? I'll handle this, I'm married to a blonde, and I speak blonde!" 

While the others watch, he goes back to the blonde, whispers in her ear, and she says, "Oh, I'm sorry--I had 
no idea," gets up and moves back to her seat in the economy section. 

The flight attendant and co-pilot are amazed and asked him what he said to make her move without any 
fuss. 

The Pilot replied..... "I told her First Class isn't going to Sydney"

Many thanks to Dus Adele for sending me the following. You may find this hard to believe, but I’ve edited out the corniest
of them!….

I met this bloke with a didgeridoo and he was playing Dancing Queen on it. I thought, "That's Aboriginal."

Club Calendar.          This lorry full of tortoises collided with a van full of 
terrapins. It was a turtle disaster.

I bought some Armageddon cheese today, and it said 
on the packet. 'Best before End'

I went to the doctor. I said to him "I'm frightened of 
lapels." He said, "You've got cholera."

I met the bloke who invented crosswords today. I 
can't remember his name, its P something T 

something R.

I was reading this book today, The History of Glue. I 
couldn't put it down.

The recruitment consultant asked me "What do you 
think of voluntary work? I said "I wouldn't do it if you 

paid me."

I fancied a game of darts with my mate. He said, 
"Nearest the bull goes first" He went "Baah" and I 

went "Moo" He said "You're closest"

I was driving up the motorway and my boss phoned 
me and he told me I'd been promoted. I was so 

shocked I swerved the car. He phoned me again to 
say I'd been promoted even higher and I swerved 
again. He then made me managing director and I 

went right off into a tree. The police came and asked 
me what had happened. I said "I careered off the 

road"

A waiter asks a man, "May I take your order, sir?" 
"Yes," the man replies. "I'm just wondering, exactly 

how do you prepare your chickens?" "Nothing 
special, sir. We just tell them straight out that they're 

going to die."

Next Meeting: February 13

Note this is the second Wednesday of the month, not the third. This is because the WI is using the hall on 
our normal night. We are back to our usual pattern from March. 

Happy modelling! Pat Camp Tel: 02380 266828, email patrick.camp@btinternet.com

January 16 Discussion forum – don’t miss 
it!!!

Test Trout trophy: “Made In 
Japan”.

February 13 Note: This is the second week 
of the month, not the usual 
third!!!!!

March 19

April 16 St George’s Day & Test Trout 
“Out Of Africa” competitions.

May 21

June 11 Note: This is the second week 
of the month, not the usual 
third!!!!!

July 16 American Trophy & Test Trout 
“Hobbyboss F-84”.

August 20

September 17

October 15 Test Trout “Best Of British!”

November 19 Annual Competition

December 17 Christmas Evening.

mailto:patrick.camp@btinternet.com

