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March 08. 
 
Welcome to a bumper copy of Update thanks to a number of contrubutions from club 
members for which I am very greatful. There is always room for more so dust off your 
keyboard and tell us about your latest modelling project. 

At our Febrary meeting we said au revuoir to Pat Camp, 
before he left to take up his new job on the other side of the 
channel.  

Pat was presented with Trumpeter’s 1/350 scale HMS Hood 
and Tamiya’s new Fiesher Storch in reconcognition of the 
wonderful work he has done over the last few years for the 
club. Although he will not be attending our club night for the 
forseeable future Pat is staying in touch and has contributed 
a piece for this newsletter. 

 

Club Competitions 

St Georges Trophy and Test Trout Competitions  
By Paul Adams 
Next month sees the first of the 2008 competitions with yours truly at the helm. Though the 
task of taking over anything Pat has had a hand in is somewhat daunting, I’ve every 
confidence in myself to ensure a smooth transition. As there are two competitions, I have 
kindly been offered some assistance from our master of ceremonies, young Vic. My only hope 
is that we don’t do a Terry Wogan, and announce the wrong winner!! 

The Test Trout theme for April is ‘Out of Africa’, so let’s see your Afrika Corps, Luftwaffe and 
Desert Rat models, and to further clarify eligibility, the model should be based on the theme. 
One modeller recently enquired if he qualified as he was from Africa!! No! 

As always, you can of course enter the same model for the St Georges Trophy, provided it fits 
the criteria. 

Can last years St Georges Trophy winner, Gary Jarman and January’s Test Trout winner, 
Tony Adams, please remember to bring the trophies with them! They’ll be a further reminder 
in next months Update.  

Hobby boss Competition: F-84 Thunderjet 
This year’s club build competition will be judged at our July meeting. Simon de Monfalcon has 
kindly offered to organise the event and has sent me to following: 

The rules are that the build is to be out of the box (OTB) with the exception of finish: that 
includes colour scheme, how it's applied (airbrush or hand) and you have a free choice of 
decals. 

You are free to remove material from the kit as you wish: to improve fit, remove flash, sharpen 
up detail, thin sections, drill out exhaust stubs, rocket nozzles and gun barrels, re-cut panel 
lines. (None of this has to be done of course; it’s just that you are free to do so if you wish). 

Major surgery is not allowed. This includes cutting out panels and repositioning control 
surfaces. You may not replace or add to the kit by any means, with the following exceptions: 

• Filler may be used. 
• Seat harness can be added using either paper from the instruction sheet (preferred) 

or tape. 

Under New 
Management

Under New 
Management 
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• Parts damaged during the build (such as pitot tubes) may be replaced with parts 
manufactured from the kit sprues. 

• Rigging and antennae are permitted and heat stretched sprue from the kit is 
preferred. 

 
Any model entered into the competition must have a declaration of where any of the above 
rules have been transgressed. No model will be disqualified from the competition so long as 
all infringements have been declared. Club members (and any guests on the night) will judge 
the entries, taking into account the extent and nature of the infringements in their voting 
decisions. Each judge is entirely free to disregard any entry which does not comply fully with 
the rules if he so wishes. Voting will be in July for the Test Trout "Hobbyboss F-84". 

 

News 
I have not been sent any news this month 
however I have something to report… 

I will be moving house in the next couple of weeks 
to move in with my partner of 4 years. I hope she 
realises quite what she is getting into. As this 
picture shows, I am slightly challenged when it 
comes to keeping my modelling environment 
clean and tidy! As I will now be using her kitchen 
table to pursue my hobby I hope she hasn’t got 
any silly ideas that she may be able to cook any 
time soon. I also hope she likes take away.. 

 

From our foreign correspondent……. 
By Pat Camp 
So far, everything seems to have worked out fairly well. Okay, maybe I’m not getting through 
the sun block quite as fast as I would have liked, and it gets downright cold during most 
nights, but the when the sun does come out during the day it feels wonderful. 

I’ve not been able to find a modelling club as yet, but hopefully I will have greater success 
once I’m connected to the internet at the house. When I am, I’ll ask Tony to let you have my 
email address and I would be delighted to hear from you all. I was completely knocked out by 
the send off you gave me last month and the memory of it will remain for a long time to come: 
thank you once again!  

I managed to load up the car with lots of kits, modelling tools, paints, air brush and 
compressor. I then squeezed in some less essential items, such as clothing. I became 
concerned that someone from the company might see what was in the car and question 
whether I intend to do any real work, so I hid the kits under a layer of engineering text books 
and files. Melissa travelled down with me and we took the channel tunnel on the Thursday 
morning and reached Beaune, just south of Dijon, for an overnight stop. It is an area for 
outstanding wines and so we just had to sample some during our meal in the restaurant. We 
drove down the Rhone Valley and reached the destination in Provence shortly after lunch. 
Although the house is supposed to be let as furnished accommodation, it is far from it and 
lacks any beds. So we spent a while at the furniture stores where we found our lack of 
knowledge of the French language a real hurdle. I have therefore learnt that it helps to do 
some preparation before such expeditions – such as finding out the French for sprung 
mattress and sprung divan – and this is again made easier by spending some time looking at 
products for sale on-line. 

We moved into the house early on the Saturday morning. I’m pleased to say that I found the 
agents (Agents Immobilier) really friendly and helpful. My experience has been that nobody 
will reply to your emails sent from the UK (even if you go to the trouble of translating them to 
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French) and you don’t get anywhere until you meet people face to face. After that things 
change completely. 

The house is located in the small hillside village of Mirabeau just a few miles from where I 
work.. On your handy map of France, find Aix-en-Provence just above Marseille on the 
French Riviera and Mirabeau is around thirty miles northeast of there. I can see the start of 
the snow capped Alps to the north and skiing is around an hour’s drive away. I intend to have 
a try at skiing next winter, as I didn’t think it would be wise of me to risk injury so soon after 
arriving here. The beaches of the Riviera are a similar travel time, although I’ve not been to 
any as yet.  

The house is a terraced town house in the old part of town and is probably well over 100 
years old, but no one seems to know. It is basically sound and well finished inside, but the 
standard of electrical, plumbing and heating is in keeping with the generally low expectations 
that we have all heard about in the Mediterranean areas. The house is very cold at night and 
the vent, which can bring cold air down from the Alps or damp air up from the Mediterranean, 
can be strong and incessant for days on end. At some point during my first 24 hours in the 
house, the window in the cellar had smashed glass and was left hanging on one hinge as the 
window (which had been left propped open by the owner) broke free in a strong gust of wind. 

I have a garden at the front of the house, across a narrow village lane that is terraced and 
flanked on three sides by walls – the wall at the back being a very old dry-stone wall with 
some arched access ways to caves. It looks superb when I switch on the floodlights in the 
evening. There is a patio table beneath a vine covered pergola where I intend to do my 
modelling. There is an electrical socket in one of the caves I can use for the airbrush 
compressor. I am hoping to get some time this weekend to do some modelling, although I still 
need to order a bed and the owner is coming over to fix the broken window and rectify other 
problems tomorrow. The weather may not be so good on Sunday for outside model making, 
so I will probably do some walking. There is a Grand Randonee that runs past the house that 
I am keen to explore. There is also a short walk along the hillside to a high viewpoint that 
looks across the Durance valley – absolutely superb! 

As to what to model, my thoughts are to paint some 1/48 figures as an article for Update and 
to get my hand back in with painting figurines. 

I hope you have a very pleasant meeting on Wednesday and, be assured; I shall miss being 
there with you. 

 

 

Forthcoming Events. 

Modelsport 2008. 
LesGaragistes are pleased to announce the third running of it's motorsport and automotive 
themed show MODELSPORT will be held at the Holiday Inn, St Quentins Gate, Telford on 
April 6th. The date has been moved from our traditional March date to April, in an attempt to 
avoid clashes with other events on the usual date (although it clashes with the Shropshire 
Show, see below!). As with previous events there will be a main theme, this has yet to be 
finalised, there will be specialist traders offering kits and all those other goodies with which to 
indulge yourselves, a club bring and buy, and probably the biggest and best display of 
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motorsport and civillian models you'll get to see in this country. LesGaragistes are displaying 
at this years Scale Model World, so pop along and get a taster for what to expect at 
Modelsport. Contact Gary Constable gary@gconstable9.wanadoo.co.uk or 07815 067436 / 
Shane Price: sprice@kingflw.com 

Shropshire Model Show. 
For those of you who like their model shows to be amongst museum exhibits, Shropshire 
Scale Modellers are having a model show at the Royal Air Force Museum, Cosford, on 
Sunday 6 April from 10:00 until 4:00. Admission and parking is free!  

Poole Vikings Model Show. 
This is another of our regular shows that has proved popular with the club. This one is being 
held at the usual venue of Parkstone Grammar School, Sopers Lane, Poole, BH17 7EP, on 
Saturday 19th April. We have booked 12 foot of table space: Pat has requested straight row 
(rather than the corner "L" shape we have had most recently) near to Phil's SIG table. As to 
what we actually end up with we'll have to wait & see! 

Contact ~ Jez Thomson on (01963) 32385 or e-mail at poole.vikings@virgin.net 

Southdowns Model Show. 
Southdowns Model Group are holding their annual show on Sat 3rd May at The Parish 
Hall,Lancing,West Sussex,BN15 8AJ.The hall is five mins walk from local train station and 
five mins from main road leading to Brighton and London. There will be plenty of traders and 
club stands. Also an open competition,tombola and hot food including bacon rolls, tea, coffee, 
etc.  For more info please contact Craig Wells on:01273 279635 or 
craig.wells4@ntlworld.com   

Yeovilton Air Day 
Sat 3rd July: Yeovilton Air Day will be a stunning day for the aviation enthusiast. For full 
details of this event please visit www.yeoviltonairday.co.uk Air Day ticket holders will be 
given discounted entry to the Fleet Air Arm Museum. Tickets for Air Day can be purchased in 
advance through the Museum Shop, Tel: 01935 842616.  

What the papers say 

 

Photo-recce Spitfires: A Spitfire specialist details the genesis and 
development of the photo-reconnaissance variants of Supermarine's elegant 
fighter. This special in-depth section includes a cutaway and scale drawings 

The Atomic Mustangs of Emu…:The story of the RAAF Mustangs used 
during the testing of British atomic weapons in Australia's outback in the late 
1950s  

To the Top of the World…: 75 years ago an all-British team made the first 
flight over Mount Everest. The epic adventure to the world's highest peak  

Hooked on Classics…: The ever-rising tide of costs and bureaucracy means 
some tough decisions for operators of vintage aircraft in the near future. 

Tribute to a Trailblazer…: Preview of the preparations for the upcoming Alex 
Henshaw exhibition in the RAF Museum's Milestones of Flight building 

Flying Down to Rio…: In 1959–60, a Handley Page employee joined a Dart 
Herald sales tour and found himself in exotic places with the rich & famous 

Wot, no propellers?: Happily flying Mosquitoes in the early 1950s, a pilot 
describes being initiated into the new world of jets when — gulp! — a Meteor 
T.7 arrived at his unit 

Mosquito Update No 10…: A progress report on the rebuild of a Mosquito 
B.35 in Canada 
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Out of Service: A description of a abandoned Soviet Hummel 

Clerveaux Chateaux Part One: Surely one the most ambitious diorama 
projects, a Battle of the Bulge Chateaux diorama 

40M Nimród:The development of the Hungarian Self propelled Tank Hunter 
and Automatic Anti-aircraft gun  

40M Nimród H-631: a walkaround of one of the two remaining examples 

Xtreme Detail: Panzer II Ausf. A-C 

Dir(t)y: The Tristar 38(t) Ausf E/F kit 

Cover Story: Weather a natural-metal Thunderbolt Six easy-to-learn steps 
lead to a realistic, battle-weary finish 

Armor:  How-to: Build a Panzer ace's Tiger I 

Model:  Eastern Front tank with simple kit modifications. 

Aircraft How-to: Detail a Kawasaki Ki-45 "Nick"  
Plenty of scratchbuilding helps update Nichimo's vintage kit. 

Aircraft How-to: Backdate an A-20 Havoc Build an early version of Douglas' 
versatile bomber and apply an unusual camouflage scheme 

B-17 vignette: A vivid portrayal of air-to-air combat. 

Workbench Reviews  
Tamiya 1/35 scale JS-2 Model 1944 ChKZ tank  
HobbyBoss 1/35 scale M4 High-speed Tractor 
Trumpeter 1/700 scale HMS Hood 1941 flagship  
Staghounds compared: Italeri and Bronco 1/35 scale T17E Staghound Mk.I 
Alanger 1/35 scale Valentine X British infantry tank Mk.III  
Tamiya 1/48 scale Fi 156C Storch light plane 
Trumpeter 1/35 scale E 10 tank destroyer 
Special Hobby 1/72 scale X-1E "Last Model" aircraft 

Desert Rat: It's not every day that a manufacturer re-visits one of their kits to 
make improvements, but that's exactly what Sovereign 2000 did with their 
Humber armoured car. 

Lethal Simplicity: The Russian KV series are amongst the most purposeful of 
all battle tanks and look great in miniature. Tamiya's delightful 1/48 KV1 

Red Star Runabout: Our resident soft-skin enthusiast, Luciano Rodriguez, 
needs little encouragement to build small scale 'jeeps and so it is not a surprise 
to see his amazing 1/48 Russian Gaz this month! 

Pipedream Panzer: Dragon's offshoot, Cyber Hobby, have produced some 
interesting kits of late, the latest being a rather bizarre 38t based tank killer.  

Model Building: The Editor continues his detailed feature on his scrapyard 
diorama. This month he turns his attention to the buildings and how to make 
bespoke structures  

Magnificent Mosquito: Completion of a short series of articles on modelling 
the Mosquito in 1/48.  

Surprise Visitor: The tale of a very special '262 , Trumpeter's 1/32 kit. 

Camouflage and Markings: Some alternative colour schemes for builders of 
the Monogram Mosquito 
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The Blackburn Roc: Describes the introduction of the FAA’s first turret fighter 
into service with colour artwork 

Roc Hard!: Models the New Special Hobby 1/48 scale Roc... 

Kiwi ‘Scooter’: Modifies the old 1/72 scale Hasegawa A-4E/F into a Royal 
New Zealand Air Force A-4K 

21st Century Harrier: BAe Harrier GR.7 to 9A in current UK service. Des 
looks at the Harrier in current RAF service 

Agony and Ecstasy: Builds Academy’s 1/48 scale F-111F 

Langnasen Doras: Builds a trio of 1/48 scale ‘Doras’ in late-war camouflage 
schemes’ with colour artwork 

Grumman’s Hellcat: The 1/72 Hobby Boss Hellcat... in civilian guise! 

Spitfire Patterns & Colours: some non-standard Spitfire schemes 

Armchair Pilots: Some frequently asked questions about Flight Simulation on 
your PC 

FREE 16pg Supplement sponsored by Testors : Air Wars Part 12 Desert Storm 

Modellers Profile 8: Super Etendard 

Quick Build: Airfix Canberra B(I).8  
A first look at the long-awaited 1/48 Canberra’s from Airfix 

Scaling Down: SRAM Product Lines 3. A look at a unique resin manufacturer 
specialising in 1/144 WWI subjects 

Brand New Heavy: The production kit of Revell’s 1/72 Lanc built, with some 
historical data and personal insight courtesy of Alistair McQuaid 

Milton’s Schemes: The second part of IPMS Milton Keynes’ programme 
features neat little pair of Revell’s 1/144 Challenger CL 604s 

Naval Taxi: Trumpeter’s 1/48 SA365 Dauphin converted to an admiral’s barge 

Lloyd C.V Transition:  Building Special Hobby’s 1/72 model in both K.u.K and 
Polish colours 

Snowscape Storch: Tamiya’s all-new milestone 1/48 Storch kit – in an 
unexpected guise! 

Last Stand at Leningrad: A wintry scene around Dragon’s Initial Tiger I 

Toy Fair 2008: The Editor reports on this year’s Nuremberg Toy Fair 

The Gecko: Italeri’s troublesome MH-60K 

Mini Monster: Cromwell Models’ latest addition to their Combat 72 range 

Czech Mate: Tamiya’s Hetzer against its former owners 

Mortar on the Move: Dragon’s M4 half track mortar carrier 

Preview 
We take a look at ICMs forgotten ‘Deuce and a Half’, the Studebaker 
Dragon’s unusual Grasshopper 
The low down on Dragon’s latest zimmerit coated cat, the Porsche King Tiger 
A look at Trumpeter’s E25 ‘Paper Panzer’  
Dragon’s 38t The “Gepard” 
The much anticipated Academy M3 Grant 

Battlegroup Backbone:A look at Canadian armour in Afghanistan 
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Impossible Attack: World War Two - German paratroopers in action 

Spy Fever: Espionage - The hunt for German spies 

Legion of the Damned: World War Two - French Nazis in Occupied France 

Wellington’s Infamous Army: Napoleonic Wars - Overstretched and under-
trained  

The Mysterious Owen of Wales: Medieval Warfare - Warlord, pirate or prince 
of Wales?  

Taming Britain’s Cossacks: Crimean War - Recruiting the Bashi-Bazouks 

 

Build a retro Camaro racer: The Camaro concept car gets a Penske look 

Awesome acrylics! : Painting and detailing a Fujimi Porcshe Cayman 
curbside 

How to apply two-part urethane clear : Protect that paint job 

Simple weathering: An old racer gets a just-off-the-track look 

Basic lacquer painting techniques:  Get a great paint job with entry-level 
equipment and proper procedures 

Guide to inline six-cylinder engines: Great straight-sixes in kit form 
NNL Toledo 2008: Top models from the Nationals 

 

Under Close Observation: Tamiya’s new 1:48 Fieseler Storch 

Gozanti from Scratch!: A scratchbuilt Gozanti Cruiser from Star Wars, 
Episode I 

Le mans Thoroughbread: A classic Ferrari with a heap of improvements 

Kit Preview 
1:35 Hobbyboss M4 High Speed Tractor 
1:35 ICM Studebaker US6 truck 
1:72 Revell Avro Lancaster  
1:72 Fine Molds TIE Fighter  

Caught on the Surface!: A 1:350 depiction of the dramatic capture of U-264 
by HMS Starling 

Special K K: Profil 24’s Gulf Oil sponsored Porsche K8  

 

New kit release – Hasegawa Ferrari 250 TR Testa Rossa 
By Paul Adams 

Once in a while a new kit comes along that you just must 
build. If you’re an aircraft modeller, that might just be the new 
Tamiya Feisler, or for you armour guys, Tamiya’s lovely 
1/48th Crusader Mk. III. Whatever it may be, you know you 
just have to have it. Hasegawa have just done that in the 
form of a classic Ferrari, the 1958 Le Mans winning 250 TR 
Testa Rossa. 

Released in 1/24th scale, Hasegawa have surprised the 
industry by releasing a classic, rather then contemporary 
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Ferrari. Previously only available in resin form at huge cost, this all-plastic kit brings a 
welcome chance of pace and offers something other than the hordes of Enzo and F360 kits 
available.  

The nicely detailed bodyshell is moulded in white making painting easier and the engine, 
chassis, suspension and interior are 
sensibly mould in black. The wire wheels on 
these vintage cars are always hard to replicate 
in plastic, but Hasegawa have done a fine 
job and the ones included will satisfy most 
builders. Being as I’m not most builders, a set of 
Model Factory Hiro machined Borrani 
wheels and Englebert tyres have been 
purchased for my future project! The real plus 
for this kit is the inclusion of a full on Ferrari 
V12 engine. 

This kit is sure to sell well and be supported by the aftermarket industry, which hopefully will 
lead to further classic Ferrari kits from them. 

 

TORA TORA TORA (part 2) 
By Tony Adams 
Last month, I covered the building of the major components of Tamiya’s1/32 Mitsubishi A6M2 
Zero. Now was time to start painting. 

The kit came with a mask sheet for the glass parts. Firstly the clear parts were dipped in Klear 
and left to dry while I spent the rest of the evening, sharp scalpel in hand cutting out the 
masks. The masks were duly applied and  sprayed with a coat of cockpit green to represent 
the inside frame colour. I debated whether to attach the canopy pieces to the airframe before 
painting, but the fit was so good I decided it was safer to paint them and attach them laster.  

There was little need for filler on the airframe, just a couple of licks of Mr Surfacer 1000 along 
the main joints. Once this was rubbed down, a couple of coats of Alcad grey primer was 
applied. It was the first time I had used this and found that it had a tendency to clog my  

 

All primed up Manic pre-shading 
 

Cockpit masked and frames 
painted 

airbrush, so it had to be applied quite slowly with frequent stoppages for cleaning. When dry, 
the primer was lightly rubbed down with micromesh. Then I pre-shaded the panel lines with 
well thinned Tamiya black, which took an age and threatened my sanity.  

It was now time to apply the main colour of Tamiya X-76 (IJN Grey Green), which was 
specially released for this kit and matches the AS29 spray can which Tamiya recommends. 
The paint was sprayed with a number of very light coats, slowly building up the coverage 
while maintaining the shadow of underlying black. The engine cowling was sprayed gloss 
black and the propeller Alcad aluminium. The whole airframe was given a couple of coats of 
Klear to provide a gloss base for the decals, which for a change went on without too many 
problems despite their thickness which necessitated the use of considerable amounts of 
Micro Sol to soften. The aircraft I had decided to model was used during the Pearl Harbour 
raid and represents a machine off of the Carrier Akagi. 

The decals where then sealed with another coat of Klear. I decided to give Promodeller’s 
black wash a go for the first time (available from promodeller.com or Hannants). 
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This is simply brush painted into all the panel and rivet lines, left for 10 minutes and then 

wiped off with a piece of kitchen roll. This process went without a hitch and it certainly brought 
out all the fine detail on the surface of the model. Finally the kit was given a coat of matt 
varnish before the final assembly steps. 

I built the landing gear struts carefully, with it's shock springs and working oleo scissors. Very 
impressive. The gear legs have a shiny steel shaft with plastic moulded around it, 
representing the pistons, and look great. Two tiny screws are provided (along with a Phillips 
screwdriver) to attach the legs. The tail wheel assembly is glued on and the engine assembly 
attached. The removable cowling snaps around it, allowing viewing of my photo etched 
engine.  The vent panels behind the cowl can be left off to show the oil/fuel tanks and rear of 
the engine. This model has folding wingtips, which are implemented by a second set of tips 
replacing the extended ones 

The wingtip lights where painted over with Tamiya clear green and red. A metal pitot tube is 
provided, as well as a wire for the antenna which has since proved to be a problem as I 
managed to break the antenna mast when I caught the wire (normally the wire would have 
broken). Now I am left with a very wonky looking antenna mast! 

My landing gear retracts, though. To retract, push legs gently in, till they hit the inner gear 
doors, fold over doors while pushing in. They fold up quite nicely. The little outer doors are 
folded over carefully, and the tail wheel pushed in. Ready for flight! To land, remove the 
covers on the wing leading edge, gaining access to the arm, and use a supplied tool to start 
the legs out. Carefully open inner doors while doing this, then grab the legs and pull them out. 

Another tool extends the tail 
wheel. 

All in all I was delighted with the 
end result. The whole project took 
2 years to gestate which was 
probably good as I was able to 
apply techniques I had learnt on 
less challenging models. 

To top it all, the model won 
January’s Test Trout which is the 
first prize I have won since I came 
3rd in an egg an spoon race when 
I was 7!        Happy Days 

 
Top Coat Manic pre-shading 

 
Decals added 

 
Adding the wash 

 
After the wash had been 

cleaned up 

 
Wheels that move! 
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Lancia S4 Pt 3 
By Paul Adams 
 
Last time I finished up the cockpit interior. 

My enthusiasm for this project was flagging after the Christmas break, so to obtain further 
motivation, I broke out the rally videos and a couple beers for a few hours and managed to 

rediscover the faith! 

 Next up were the wheels, brakes, suspension and steering parts. The wheels and tyres were 
resin and after cleaning up received a coat of primer to check for flaws. These were my first 
set of resin tyres and posed a problem unique to me. What colour should they be? Black? 
Slightly grey? After a scratching my head a checking the references again…and wasting more 
time, I sprayed them with Halfords satin black and they looked perfect, black with a nice 
sheen to indicate they were fresh slick racing rubber. The real machine ran with aero spats 
over the wheels and so my model was suitably adorned. The ‘Pirelli’ markings come from the 
Hasegawa kit. Once these were fitted over the discs, (covering up more painting!) the chassis 
sat on all fours for the first time, a milestone in any car model project.   

With the chassis painting complete, I began painting and fitting the engine and resin parts, 
which helped make up the substantial looking engine bay. I quickly realised that once rear 
radiator ducting, bodyshell and smoked rear screen were fitted, most of the detail would be 
obscured. So, in an attempt to speed up the completion of the model, I carried out 
rudimentary painting and added some washes and detail where I felt appropriate. The twin 
radiators are partly visible and so these were plumbed in and detail painted. The engine was 
given and coat of Alclad Aluminium as were the other parts to be a dull silver finish (Pic 1,2). 
The exhausts were more visible and were airbrushed with Alclad Polished Aluminium followed 
with weathering via Humbrol Gunmetal, a little Tamiya clear orange and some purplish heat 
staining via Testors purple RC paint thinned with cellulose thinners (Pic 3). When later test 
fitting another radiator which cools the engine, I discovered it didn’t fit in the position originally 
intended. I cured this by attaching it directly inside the bodyshell, which worked a treat. I wish 
I had of sussed this earlier as it would have saved a huge amount of time! The radiator 
ducting was in resin once more and required some trimming to fit inside the shell. Simply 
painted satin black and glued in place it covered most of my painting as expected. The engine 
bay is not particularly accurate, but detailed enough for this kind of kerbside build (Pic 4). 

 The bodyshell had long since been adorned with the Martini striping but was in need of the 
remaining sponsors decals to really complete the look. The transkit provided the main 
sponsor logos but needed white underlays to achieve the white parts. Fearing a fiddly job and 
with time now of the essence, I decided to use the markings from the new Profil 24 kit of 
Toivonen’s Lancia. Printed by Cartograph these proved ideal and saved a large amount of 
time and effort. A replacement sheet has been obtained direct from the manufacturer. A few 
minor markings came from the Hasegawa sheet as some proved too big for the ‘garage’ 

 
(1) 

 
(2) 

 
(3) 

 
(4) 

 
(5) (6) 

 
(7) 

 
(8) 
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produced transkit (Pic 5,6).  

The grilles provided a small headache. The Lancia has eight, some of which can be fitted 
from the inside of the shell. Tamiya’s gauze material was used. I attempted to utilize the same 
stuff for the others, those mainly being on the ‘bonnet’ and rear hatch. After fiddling around for 
hours and realising I couldn’t cut a clean angled edge with Tamiya’s gauze I purchased some 
etched gauze from Hiroboy’s website. This proved to be even worse, too thick and too hard to 
cut because of that and it was out of scale. I was fortunate to find some Crazy Modeller 
etched gauze on the Media Mix Hobby site and within days I had the perfect material. Once 
cut into shape and airbrushed Humbrol satin black, it matched the Tamiya gauze very well 
(Pic 7,8).   

The transkit uses the headlamps from the Hasegawa 037. These were airbushed Alclad 
Polished Aluminium and after some fiddling with the sockets on the shell, went into place 
nicely. The inner two lamps are covered with round etch covers, painted white, with Profil 24 
‘Siem’ logos. The vac formed windscreen was trimmed, polished up and glued into place with 

white glue and left overnight to dry. 

 The inner surfaces of the shell received a brush painted coat of Humbrol satin black, more 
corner cutting, but as little of it would be visible later on, it would look fine.  

 The resin dash provided more excitement. I couldn’t find any consisted finishes to it, 
seemingly Lancia changing the spec as the car evolved. I plumped for a satin black finish, 
adding gloss black dial surrounds and red and white switches in keeping with the factory look. 
The piece also has the various fluid bottles that are mounted beneath the front cowl. These 
were spayed flat white, masked, and the surrounding area painted Alclad Aluminium. The 
bottle tops were picked out with Humbrol Flat back. I used the dash decals from the Profil kit 
with a drop of gloss varnish added for the glass. The dash top was finished off with Tamiya 
flat black. The whole unit is held in place with Tamiya tape and blutak! (Pic 9,10) 

With the chassis complete, I could get to the excitement of mounting the bodyshell. This was 
short lived when I realised it just didn’t fit as well as my earlier tests. Following some last 
minute trimming inside the body, it when on ok, though still very tight. When I next attempt 
this type of build I will leave the body until last, that way I can trim away without fear of 

undoing any work I’ve done 
elsewhere, like the paint! The works 
Lancia’s ran with smoked rear and 
side glass, or what was likely to be 
Perspex. I’m unsure if this was to 
keep prying eyes from seeing the 
technical aspects of the car at the 
time or just the Italians adding some 
style to the thing. I suspect the latter! 
Whatever the case, it now looks 
pimped! The windows were fitted 
using Kristal Klear and I added photo 
etch fasteners using the same (Pic 
11,12). 

Toward the end of any model I draw up a ‘to do’ list. The Lancia’s list contained 28 points. 
These can be actual parts to be fitted or areas that require further attention or touch ups. I 
called this months report to a close with 15 still to do. I’ve still two weeks to complete the car 
before I head off to the Modelsport show on  April 6th. 

 
(9) 

 
(10) 

 
(11) 
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Next month I will add the last detail touches and resign another model to the display cabinet.   

 

How to…. 
I was planning to start a new section this month featuring various modelling tips and 
techniques. Gary Jarman however sent me this excellent piece on applying “Tiger meet” 
decals- so it got me off the hook for another month. If you wish to provide anything for this 
section please let me know, in the meantime here is Gary’s article.  

It’s a Jungle Out There 
By Gary Jarman 
I thought I’d contribute this as a lesson to others about aftermarket decals. Given the calibre 
of modellers at the club I suspect that for most of you you’ll read this and think ‘well duh!, 
what was he thinking’, and thinking back on it, so do I, but hey such is hindsight. 

I’m going through a phase where the 
scheme I want to follow is ‘Tiger Meet’ 
aircraft. There have been some fantastic 
schemes produced for various Tiger 
Meets and there are a lot of kits being 
released with Tiger Meet schemes, 
Revell in particular seem to be hooked 
on these schemes. 

My desire to model these aircraft was 
given a boost when I discovered the 
Syhart Decal website. They have a 
number of amazing decal sheets 
available, and I quickly sent my order off 
for two of them.  

Syhart Decal set 72-025 is for a Mirage F1 at Tigermeet 94. I built the Heller Mirage F1 CR 
and painted it in the basic colours of yellow and white for the Syhart Decals scheme.  

This was the first of the Syhart sheets that I tried and things did not get off to a good start, in 
fact they got off to a disastrous start. The instruction sheet that comes with the decals 
recommends that you cover the decals with varnish. I had a can of Humbrol Varnish that I 
used whenever I was printing my own decals and so I used this. I was disappointed (as this is 
a family newsletter we’ll leave it at that, the actual words I used to express my disappointment 
at the time would impress even the most battle hardened troop) to see that as I finished lines 
were starting to disappear from the sheet starting with the thinnest lines. The sheet had cost 
me £10 and I had blown it in about 2 minutes of stupidity! 

So, this was a very expensive lesson and I realised that what I should have done was to test 
a small part first ... ahhh, the joys of hindsight. I took the company logo from the other sheet I 
had ordered and tested it in water. The ink remained without varnish. Then I tested small 
sections with assorted decal setting 
solutions, none of them caused the ink 
to run. 

After much debate about spending 
another £10 I finally re-ordered a set 
from Syhart. 

The second set of decals arrived and 
this time I decided to do proceed without 
applying a varnish covering. The decals 
are on one large sheet so it was up to 
me how much decal film was left around 
each decal. These decals are very thin.  

The decals went on easily, but having 
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not put any varnish on, ink came off if the decal folded or if I moved the decal round too 
roughly. That left some stripes that needed touching up. For those decals that had white in 
them, for example the roundels and tail logos, Syhart provide solid white decals in the 
appropriate shape as backing for these. These white decals are very thin as well. I opted to 
use some French Air Force roundels from the spares box. I put the backing on for the tail 
logos and managed to get one of the logos on successfully, the other folded over on itself. I 
tidied it up as best I could.  

Putting the decals on took a couple of nights. Every morning I would put on a coat of Klear to 
seal in the previous nights work. When all the decals were on I then touched up the gaps in 
the stripes and repaired the broken tail logo as best I could. 

The result is a fair approximation of 
what Syhart describe in their plans. I 
used Revells Lufthansa yellow, which 
is the wrong shade and the decals are 
not on exactly as Syhart say they 
should be. The resulting kit is a ‘nice 
from far but far from nice’ kit, so as 
long as you don’t look too closely it 
looks okay. A close up inspection 
reveals tiny black dots where the paint 
peeled off the decal but stuck to the kit 
and the tail looks a bit lumpy from all 
the decal film. 

All in all I am disappointed with the 
result but in terms of the lessons 
learnt, it was £20 well spent.  

So having learnt from the F-1 kit I ordered a bottle of Microscale Decal Film and prepared my 
Mirage 2000 to receive Syhart sheet 72-008. This is a truly amazing colour scheme having 
two large tigers eyes painted large on either side of the fuselage. I used the Revell Mirage 
2000 Tigermeet kit. Of course, as this is already a Tigermeet scheme aircraft, I had to buy two 
of them (as my wife says, any excuse will do).  

By the time I was ready to start decaling this kit I had received the bottle of Microscale Decal 
Film. I tested it on a small patch of the Syhart logo (as all modellers do by default of course ... 
☺ ) and was pleasantly surprised at how easily it went on and also how thinly it dried. I 
covered the sheets with this and left them to dry. 

I had painted those sections of the fuselage where I was going to apply the eyes white as I 
wanted the eyes to stand out, so a white base should help do that. 

There are not as many decals to apply on this kit as the Mirage F1. The tiger stripes on the 
wings come on one large decal per wing. The decals went on easily and with generous use of 

microset  and microsol they 
adhered well to the shape 
of the fuselage, 

I did make an error 
applying the eyes on one 
side and they are closer 
than they should be. This 
meant that I had to modify 
the stripes that go between 
the eyes by cutting out 
strips in order to compact 
them a bit. 

I used the Revell decals for 
the various stencils and 
service markings. 
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I am happy with the finished item as the eyes do stand out nicely. 

Lessons learnt. 

Always do a test on a small part of any decal sheet. 

The Microscale Decal film is a wonderful product and I’ve thrown out the Humbrol varnish. 

If a manufacturer recommends applying a varnish, do so, even if your tests (see point 1) has 
shown that this appears to be unnecessary. 

When expressing your disappointment at the destruction of a decal sheet through your own 
stupidity, either do so quietly or ensure the kids aren’t at home. 

Pictures of the month 
 

 
Delta’s new economy class “My word this cloud is thick” 

  
Apply brakes now! New F-25 Lada’s first flight 
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Oops N Korean Troops rehearse plans to invade 
Australia 

 

 
Oooooooooops Genetically modified air hostesses are a big hit 

with Indian Airways 
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Club Diary 
 

March 19 Club Night 

April 16 St George’s Day & Test Trout 
“Out Of Africa” competitions. 

May 21 Club Night 

June 11 Note: This is the second week 
of the month, not the usual 
third!!!!! 

July 16 American Trophy & Test Trout 
“Hobbyboss F-84”. 

August 20 Club Night 

September 17 Club Night 

October 15 Test Trout “Best Of British!” 

November 19 Annual Competition 

December 17 Christmas Evening. 

 

Back Issues of Update 
Pat kindly gave me a copy of all the previous Updates. I intend to index them at some point as 
there is sure to be a lot of useful articles that newer readers may have missed. If you want a 
copy of any back issues please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

Thank you to this months contributors to this publication 

Pat Camp 

Paul Adams 

Gary Jarman 

Simon de Monfalcon 

Nigel Denchfield 

 

 

Next Meeting: April  16 for the St Georges Day and Out of Africa Competitions 

Happy modelling!  

Tony Adams Tel: 07736 555664, email aadams@iee.org 


