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April 08. 

News 
SAM have published a list of expected new aircraft releases for 2008, a few of which really 
caught my eye. Eduard are releasing a 1/48 EE Lightning Mk 6, whilst Trumpter are promising 
a Mk3 and Mk6 in 1/32! You will need plenty of Alcad for that.  

Airfix are re-releasing some of their classics and an allegedly a new 1/24 Mosquito. Topping 
that there is also rumour of a 1/24 Lancaster next year. As I have both a 1/72 and 1/48 
Lancaster in the build queue this could complete my collection providing I have a garage to 
put it in.  

Speaking of which last month I reported that I was moving in with my girlfriend and was 
uncertain on how this move would affect my modelling. Well, after 3 weeks and not a minute 
spent on the hobby I am starting to get a withdraw symptoms! The house is jam packed as a 
result of trying to get a five bedroom house into an already full 3 bedroom house (loads of 

trips to the tip). I have had to hide all my models in the loft 
to stop them getting put on the disposal list. As far as 
workspace is concerned kitchen table space is at a 
premium so I am likely to get evicted if I don’t pack up every 
night.  

I however have a cunning plan, which is to somehow clear 
a space in the garage (left), which will do for the summer (it 
has absolutely no means of heating). I will need a more 
robust solution by winter but hopefully house prices will 

have dropped enough to pick up a new “5 bedder” for a couple of weeks pocket money.   

Tony. 

It’s Competition Time!! 
By Paul Adams 
So, you’ve spent months gluing, sanding, painting and weathering and now it’s your moment 
of truth. All that hard work is about to pay off as you walk away with a trophy or two tonight! 
Soak up the glory and the accolades from your fellow modellers!! Well, ok, I can’t guarantee 
that will happen, but you need to be in it to win it! 

Tonight’s competitions are for two great themes, ‘Out of Africa’, and the ‘St Georges’ trophy. 
You know the rules by now and remember you can enter one model in both competitions if it 
fits the theme. 

Hopefully, Gary and Tony will have brought the hardware with them! These competitions are 
for fun, so enjoy the evening and I look forward to seeing lots of entries in both contests. 

Now all I have to do is get my bit right…..     

Hobby boss Competition: F-84 Thunderjet 
At March’s meeting Simon gave out the Thunderjet models for the competition that had been 
pre-ordered. No doubt some of them are already sporting a luscious bare metal finishes 
(unlike mine which is still in it’s box). If you missed out and want to participate in the 
competition you should be able to obtain one at Just Add Imagination in Botley.  
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Guillaume’s 1/72 Tempest 

Romsey Modeller’s French Connection. Guillaume to my right, and Jean Baptiste, 
François et.Bertrand standing behind 

From our foreign correspondent……. 
By Pat Camp 

I started this past month by searching for a modelling club in this region of southern France. 
By the end of the month I had the pleasure of attending meetings at two of them, and in both 
cases have been given a warm welcome. My search started, inevitably, with Google (the 
French version, of course) and search 
phrases such as “maquette”, “IPMS” & 
“exposition”. The first I found was AMV83, 
based near to Toulon and the 
Mediterranean coast. My contact was the 
Club Secretary, Bertrand Deleest, and he 
could not have been more helpful in 
helping me with details of his own club, 
others in the region and forthcoming 
model shows. The club meets every two 
weeks, early on a Saturday evening at a 
“Maison des Associations”. My first visit 
went well, but was hard work and slightly 
awkward for me and my hosts owing to 
the language barrier. A pencil and 
sketchpad proved very helpful in 
explaining modelling techniques and 
ideas. I took some models along with me and these helped to “break the ice”. Speaking of 
which, I was interested to notice aperitifs – le pastis – with nibbles were served mid way 
through the evening and that was great. 

Guillaume Monnier is a club member who speaks English well, so he ended up acting as my 
host for the evening. Guillaume’s interests are model cars, motorcycles and 1/72 aircraft. He 
had a couple of the aircraft along with him, and he likes to do super-detailing with plasticard 
and have engine compartments displayed open. His work is superb – I particularly like how 
everything is neatly lined up, symmetrical and so on. My aim in future meetings is to take 
some work along to do, as this should cut down on the need for continuous conversation and 
give Guillaume a break from having to be my host. 
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My next meeting at AMV83 is 12 April. 

The AMV83 club organises one of the biggest model shows in the south of France each 
October. If any of you would like to pop over for a visit then let me know! 

The second club I visited was AMAP...Association Maquettistes d' Aix en Provence. They 
have a smaller room, this one at a “Maison des Associations” in Aix-en-Provence. Again, a 
very friendly group of modellers and Roger Chenard, the Treasurer, has been extremely 
helpful. The club President, Jean Christophe, is well into models made from paper, the small 
collection of 1/200 cars and models he brought along to the meeting were stunning (and a lot 
easier to pack and carry than my ones!). 

 

The club members asked whether I went to model shows (expositions) and said I was looking 
forward to doing so. So they said they would arrange a table for me at the forthcoming two-
day show near to Marseille! The thought of trying to speak French for a two day slot was 
daunting. However, in the end it came to nothing as all tables had gone. Still, that show is on 
the last weekend of this month and I’ll report back to you on how it goes. 

I have been able to do a little modelling this month, but don’t have anything ready for print as 
yet. In between times I have been going for walks in the country, and the last of the photos 
was taken on Sunday. A fabulous day out with a hiking club from work, although I ended up a 
little sunburnt. I daresay you are having similar problems with the weather in England. We 
stopped for lunch on this peak and were entertained by a flying display by three eagles – 
close enough to hear the “whoosh” as they zoomed past. Absolute magic! 

With very best regards from France, 

Salut! 

Pat 

Modelsport Show, Telford 
By Paul Adams 

It hasn’t seemed 12 months since I last reported on this show, but already Dan and I have 
been and gone again. Organised by Les Garagiste and set in the event room at the Holiday 

  

 
The MotoGP display 

 
Mark Oakley's show winning Lotus 49 
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Inn hotel, it’s a stones throw from the Telford Exhibition centre, home of Scale Modelworld. 

Dan and I decided to say over this year, so after travelling up Saturday afternoon, we could 
relax for the evening, in the fine surroundings of the hotel bar and chinwag with our fellow 
auto modellers while downing some fine American beer!  The food was very good too. 

Dan's new Ferrari My brace of Lancia's 

 

Sunday morning dawned with a good measure of snow, though this did not deter visitors, as 
the numbers through the door matched 2007.  The regular exhibitors were there with the 
addition of the IPMS F1 and car sig. Many hundreds of cars and bikes were on display. Dan 
debuted his new 1/12th wonder, a Ferrari 156 from MG models and my freshly completed 
Lancia S4 made it’s first public appearance too. Dan brought along a new kit from MG, a 
Lotus 79, in 1/12th, considered by many to be the most beautiful F1 ever. You can order one 
from Dan at a mere £500!! As ever, I think our display was amongst the best in the room, 
though once gain we missed out on a trophy. That was the case too for our models, with Mark 
Oakley’s incredible 1/12th Lotus 49 taking top honours. As well as our own, we both 
contributed to the MotoGP display with the daunting prospect of showing our bikes alongside 
TMMI contributors, Shane Price and Andy Wright. I also helped with two Valentino Rossi 
replica crash helmets. Overall a very good day, lots to see, buy, and plenty of stories to swap 
throughout the day. 

 
Romsey Modellers Display 

 
The new MG Lotus 79 kit 

 

Forthcoming Events. 

Poole Vikings Model Show. 
This is another of our regular shows that has proved popular with the club. This one is being 
held at the usual venue of Parkstone Grammar School, Sopers Lane, Poole, BH17 7EP, on 
Saturday 19th April. We have booked 12 foot of table space: We have requested straight row 
(rather than the corner "L" shape we have had most recently) near to Phil's SIG table. As to 
what we actually end up with we'll have to wait & see! 

Contact ~ Jez Thomson on (01963) 32385 or e-mail at poole.vikings@virgin.net 
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Support Our Paras at Old Sarum Airfield, Wiltshire 
On Sunday 25th May Old Sarum Airfield near Salisbury will play host to an all-day event that 
will raise urgently needed money to support the families of those members of the Parachute 
Regiment who are casualties of current operations. 
An action packed day will include a breathtaking freefall parachuting display by the Red 
Devils, there will be flying by vintage airplanes and aerobatics displays. Those taking part will 
include the WW II fighters, the Spitfire, Hurricane and Mustang, and formation aerobatics by 
the Aerostars' six Yak 50 aircraft. 

For lovers of Britain’s prestigious car marques there will be parades by the Bentley Drivers 
Owners Club and the Aston Martin Owners Club, plus the opportunity to view vintage aircraft 
and military equipment at close hand. 

The event begins with a Drumhead service and Parachute Regiment veterans’ march-past at 
10.30 and the doors open at 09.00. Tickets cost just £10 for adults and £5 for children. There 
are family discounts and discounts for early bird bookings made on-line or by post. Parking is 
free. 

Southdowns Model Show. 
Southdowns Model Group are holding their annual show on Sat 3rd May at The Parish 
Hall,Lancing,West Sussex,BN15 8AJ.The hall is five mins walk from local train station and 
five mins from main road leading to Brighton and London. There will be plenty of traders and 
club stands. Also an open competition,tombola and hot food including bacon rolls, tea, coffee, 
etc.  For more info please contact Craig Wells on:01273 279635 or 
craig.wells4@ntlworld.com   

Goodwood Aero Club Vintage Fly In 
The West Sussex-based Goodwood Aero Club will once again be staging this popular air 
show in 2008, with the dates set for the late May Bank Holiday weekend, Sunday 25 and 
Monday 26 May 2008.  

The Goodwood Aero Club Vintage Fly-In uniquely caters for historic aircraft, with the majority 
being built pre-1967. In addition, a number of vintage aircraft air displays will be held on both 
days, plus the rare opportunity for visitors to experience first hand an aerobatic excursion or a 
memorable flight in an historic aircraft, including Goodwood’s own lovingly-restored Harvard. 

For those who enjoy the rush of air displays there will be four hours of flying displays each 
day by aircraft such as the Spitfire, Mustang, Hunter Jet, Great War Air Display.  

New for this year is the introduction of model aircraft air displays and a dedicated area for 
static models to be viewed.  http://www.goodwood.co.uk/aviation 

Yeovilton Air Day 
Sat 3rd July: Yeovilton Air Day will be a stunning day for the aviation enthusiast. For full 
details of this event please visit www.yeoviltonairday.co.uk Air Day ticket holders will be 
given discounted entry to the Fleet Air Arm Museum. Tickets for Air Day can be purchased in 
advance through the Museum Shop, Tel: 01935 842616.  

Sneak Peak 
This is an entry for Wednesday’s Out of Africa competition by 
Russell Eden (in 1/72!).  
Read about his adventures with photo etch later in this 
newsletter. 
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What the papers say 
 

 

Hawker Fury & Sea Fury... A Hawker historian tells the story of the last of 
Sydney Camm's piston-powered masterpieces — the Fury and MiG-killing Sea 
Fury. This special in-depth section includes a cutaway and scale drawings.  
Hidden History... Flying Spitfires in the Land of the Midnight Sun — The late 
Ian Ponsford describes flying Spitfires against non-surrendering German 
soldiers in Norway in 1945, as part of the obscure Operation Apostle  
Professor Belyaev's Batwing... In 1937 Soviet designer Viktor Belyaev was 
authorised to develop a bomber based on his radical “batwing” design.  
Saving a Wooden Wonder... Report on the RAAF Museum's restoration of a 
PR.XVI variant of the de Havilland Mosquito  
Archive Colour... A colour image from the de Havilland Aircraft Heritage 
Centre archives 
Opportunity Lost... The ambitious Vickers V.1000 could have transformed the 
jetliner market, and Britain's place in it. The 1955 political decision to cancel a 
truly visionary project, which could have been Britain's equivalent of the hugely 
successful Boeing 707 
Final Call for Tempelhof? Berlin's iconic city airport is to close in October of 
this year. The history of the “mother of all airports” 
The cloak-and-dagger world of the Westland Lysander Special Duties Pilot  

 

X-15A2 - Part one of a Hypersonic project 
X-15 What dreams are made of - A look at the history of the X-15 project 
Aviation Nation - Aphoto report from Nellis Air Force Base celebrating 
the 60th Anniversary of the USAF 
P-40N - A build of the recent Hasegawa 1:48th kit 
Junkers Ju 87 G Stuka Panzer Knacker – A build of the big Hasegawa 1:32nd 
scale tank buster  
Schräge Musik Japanese Style - 1:48th Nakajima J1N1 ‘Gekko’ 
Air Born - New releases 
Spitfire Mk 1a – A modified and improved the 1:48th Tamiya kit 

 

Aircraft How-to: Convert an F-86F to an early A , Shop the aftermarket to 
backdate a Sabre.  
Showcase: Paul Newman’s Porsche , Steve's 1/12 scale 935 is big on detail.  
Armor How-to: Pulling off the perfect Marder , Top techniques from a master 
modeler make the most of Tamiya's tank destroyer.  
Armor How-to: Revamp a rugged Staghound , RPM's 1/72 scale vehicle gets 
the Canadian treatment.  
Aircraft How-to: Tamiya Fw 190 ,Learn the basics of building a Butcher Bird.  
Tool Tips: Organize your workbench, Get it all together in a tabletop caddy.  
Showcase: Cutaway Wildcat ; See the inside story on a legendary fighter.  
Workbench Reviews:  FSM's unmatched reviews of the latest kits, every one 
built by a modeler. 

• Revell Germany 1/72 scale Avro Lancaster B.Mk.I/III  
• Tasca 1/35 scale M4A1 Sherman tank  
• MPM 1/72 scale A-20G Havoc "Southwest Pacific Warrior"  
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• Tamiya 1/700 scale HMS Repulse battlecruiser  
• F-RSIN 1/144 scale Martin 4-0-4 aircraft  
• Trumpeter 1/35 scale PT-76 Model 1951  
• Special Hobby 1/72 scale X-1A/D "Second Generation" aircraft  
• MPM 1/48 scale Petlyakov Pe-3/Pe-2 Series 1941  
• Dragon 1/35 scale Heuschrecke IVb "Grasshopper" 

 

Facts and Figures A round up of the latest military figure releases 
One Man’s Junk A detailed feature on a scrapyard diorama. This month 
attention is turned to the individual items of junk and how to make interesting 
for scenes such as this with items from the scrap box… 
King Off The Road The Italeri Chevrolet 15 cwt Truck, painted it in a very 
attractive desert colours 
Russian Heavy Metal The first of two Russian subjects seen this month , a 
build of the KV-85 in 1/48. A very impressive, worn out winter scheme makes 
the model all the more attractive 
Cruising Comet A Bronco 1/35 Comet build, adding plenty of detail along the 
way 
The Victory Tank Tamiya release a new 1/35 kit! The Editor takes time away 
from aircraft to build Tamiya's splendid 1/35 IS2. Plenty of additional details 
and a heavily weathered finish add to the party 
In American Hands A Spitfire Mk.V in 1/48, finishing it off in a unusual 
American colour scheme 
Mitchell’s Masterpiece The Airfix Spitfire Mk.I. Simple ideas help get the best 
from what is possibly the best early 1/48 kit available to the modeller 

 

Audi R8 2005 le Mans Winner; Amalgam 1:8 Diecast Collectable 
F-111F 'Vark' General Dynamics Super Pig Academy 1:48 
X-Wing X-Cellence New Star Wars Fighter Fine Molds 1:48 
Inside Story CMC Miniature Models and Sideshow Models 
Super-sized Shell Shooter Panzerhaubitze PzH 2000 Sef Propelled Howitzer 
Revell 1:35 
TAU Devilfish Warhammer 40,000, Games Workshop Wargaming  
Going Green! The Hulk is Back!  Sideshow Models Collectable Figures 
PT Patrol ELCO 80 Italeri 1:35 

 

Kwik Build 
Xtrakit 1:72 Spitfire Mk XII 
Hobby Boss 1:72 TA-7C 
Revell 1:32 LS8 glider 
Desert Stork A build of Tamiya’s 100th aircraft release, the Fieseler Storch 
Piston-power, Russian Style! building Zvezda’s new 1:48 La-5FN 
FAA Buccaneer  A look at the ‘Brick’ in FAA service 
Coach of the Admiral Anson The first full build article for MAI on the Special 
Hobby 1:72 Avro Anson Mk I 
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The Blackburn Roc The introduction of the FAA’s first turret fighter into 
service  
Roc Hard! The New Special Hobby 1/48 scale Roc...     
Kiwi ‘Scooter’The old 1/72 scale Hasegawa A-4E/F into a Royal New Zealand 
Air Force A-4K 
21st Century Harrier BAe Harrier GR.7 to 9A in current UK service. A look at 
the Harrier in current RAF service 
Agony and Ecstasy A Build of Academy’s 1/48 scale F-111F 
Langnasen Doras Builds a trio of 1/48 scale ‘Doras’ in late-war camouflage 
schemes’ with colour artwork 
One Man’s War 2 Details and photos of one of Joe Currie’s RAF 
contempories, Yosef Leshem...  
Grumman’s Hellcat A builds of the 1/72 Hobby Boss  
Hellcat... in civilian guise!    
Spitfire Patterns & Colours  
A looks at some non-standard Spitfire schemes     
Armchair Pilots 
Some frequently asked questions about Flight Simulation on your PC 
FREE 16pg Supplement sponsored by Testors Air Wars Part 12, Desert Storm 
- Part 2 

 

Modellers Profile 8 Super Etendard 
Quick Build Airfix Canberra B(I).8 A first look at the long-awaited 1/48 
Canberra’s from Airfix 
Product Lines 3. A look at a unique resin manufacturer specialising in 1/144 
WWI subjects 
Brand New Heavy The production kit of Revell’s 1/72 Lanc built, with some 
historical data and personal insight 
Milton’s Schemes The second part of IPMS Milton Keynes’ programme 
features neat little pair of Revell’s 1/144 Challenger CL 604s    
Naval Taxi Trumpeter’s 1/48 SA365 Dauphin converted to an admiral’s barge   
Lloyd C.V Transition Building Special Hobby’s 1/72 model in both K.u.K and 
Polish colours    
Snowscape Storch Tamiya’s all-new milestone 1/48 Storch kit – in an 
unexpected guise! 

 

Preview 
A peek in the box of MiniArt’s SU-76 
A look at Trumpeter’s latest and rather unusual subject the U.S. Navy’s LCAC 
First impressions of Dragon’s Smart Kit early Jagdpanther 
Fujimi’s 1:144 Dora Rail Gun, and yes it Is big in this scale as well 
Morris in the Med A review of Azimut’s Morris truck mounted Bofors anti 
aircraft gun 
Paper Panzer Applying some artistic licence while building Trumpeter’s E-25 
The Air Cav Dragon’s 1:35 UH-1 Huey into a scene reminiscent of something 
from Apocalypse Now. 
Recycled Russian something a little different with Trumpeter’s SAM-6 
American Chopper Full size reference for the ubiquitous Bell UH-1 Huey 
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America’s Most Decorated Soldier 
World War Two - Blind rage and cool courage r 
Horses and Heroes 
Great Commanders - Their favourite horses - 
No Surrender—Japanese ‘hold-outs’ 
World War Two - Fighting on decades after war is over t 
The Greatest Knight 
Medieval Warfare - Legendary Bertrand du Guesclin  

 

Build a retro Camaro racer The Camaro concept car gets a Penske look  
Awesome acrylics! Painting and detailing a Fujimi Porcshe Cayman curbside  
How to apply two-part urethane clear Protect that paint job  
Simple weathering available online An old racer gets a just-off-the-track look 
Basic lacquer painting techniques Get a great paint job with entry-level 
equipment and proper procedures  
Guide to inline six-cylinder engines Great straight-sixes in kit form  
NNL Toledo 2008 Top models from the Nationals  
 

 

Hunting Panther Tamiya’s new RC Jagdpanther with some special touches... 
Tail End Charlie A build of Studio 27’s high-tech 1:20 kit of the Honda RA107 
Show Report News Desk gets bumped to make room for the mega 
Nuremberg report! 
Queen of the Fleet White Ensign Models WW1 battleship HMS Queen 
Elizabeth in 1:700 
Le Mans Thoroughbred The conclusion of a detailed build of the Model 
Factory Hiro ’64 Ferrari 250 GTO 
Kit Preview 1:35 Dragon Flakpanzer 38(t) 
 

 
 

Lancia S4 Pt4  ‘It’s all in the details’ 
By Paul Adams 

 
Last month I managed to break the back of the project and just leave myself some last detail 
touches to complete.  

The bodyshell was nicely in place and so were the windscreen, rear, rear ¾ windows, but not 
the door windows. These once again were smoked, but with small openings to allow some 
cool air into the crew cabin. This involved cutting a perfectly rectangular hole, which would 
then line up with the clear outer openings that are borrowed from the Hasegawa kit windows. 
Easy huh? A couple of possible hazards lay ahead. I had no more of the smoked acetate left, 
so one mistake would mean disaster for the windows I had ready. Also, the outer opening had 
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to be cut from the Hasegawa windows and then trimmed, cleaned up and polished. No 
pressure then… 

The transkit contained some paper template for the side windows including the location for 
the hole. Laying each window over the template, I used Tamiya masking tape to create the 
area, which was to be cut out. The rest of the window was masked up for protection. The 
acetate was about 15thou thick, and so required several careful passes with the knife, guided 
by a steel ruler, to cut through. I made two slips but fortunately these are out of sight! The 
outer openings were cut roughly from the Hasegawa windows using a razor saw. Fine sand 
papers were then used to trim and clean up the edges. After fitting them to the smoked 
acetate, I realised that the outer openings needed to be smoke colour too as they just looked 
stuck on! A few coats of Tamiya smoke later (brushed on) and they look much more realistic. 

[1]  

The rear wing was next up, but first it needed a ‘Lancia Martini ’ logo on the rear face. More 
advertising space! The wing was carefully positioned, glued into place with white glue, and 
adorned with more etch fasteners. [2] 

The front of the car has a rubbing strip of sorts, which presumably would act as an aero aide 
on tarmac events. The transkit included this yellowish acetate strip, which needed to be cut to 
size and shaped to fit. I had enough for three attempts. I got it just about right on the second, 
though, the strip refused to be held in place with white glue, or superglue! A thin strip of 
double- sided tape cured that problem. More etch boltheads were added together with some 
on around the headlamp area to represent the fixings for nighttime lights. I fashioned some 
hinges for the front access hatch using 20thou card, fuse wire and some etch boltheads. 
These was painted chrome silver and glued in place.[3] 

 
The transkit instructions suggested using the Hasegawa kit wipers, which after cleaning up 
and painting were too big! I purchased some coloured etch examples by Modellers of Japan 
via www.Hiroboy.com. These were carefully bent to shape with my ‘Bug’ tool and once in 
place are simply superb. The Hasegawa kit rear view mirrors were used though, I only 
needed to add steady bars using fuse wire, painted Humbrol satin black, for them to look 
accurate.  

The side repeaters and rear lights were painted using Tamiya enamel clear paints and fitted. 
The rear lights have a rubber gasket preventing leaks into the electrics. I made these from 
some discarded rubber backing from some old photo etch fasteners, simply using the light as 
a template. These gaskets are just visible on the model. The final touch was to add the rear 
hatch hinges and aerial. The hinges were shaped from the Hasegawa kit, and a small hole 

 
[1] [2] [3] 

 
[4] [5] [6] 
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drilled through accepted a tiny loop of fuse wire to represent retaining wires for the long bolt 
fasteners. The aerial base and aerial came from Sakatsu.[4] 

Finally after two years of occasional input, my model was complete. All that was left was to 
clean off some fingerprints and set up the lights and camera for the photographs. Overall I am 
happy with the end result. I regret not realising that my time would have been better spent not 
trying to recreate the engine area, and just build it curbside. I have learnt that in some cases, 
leaving the body to last is a better route to go, as I should have done on my resin Honda build 
from last year. The hobby is about constant education and challenges. I’ve certainly had that 
this last 12 months! [5.6.7] 

 

 

Do you want to see my etchings?  
This article is written by Russell Eden a new club member and part of the “Telsis faction” 

I thought, after a bit of persuasion from Mr Adams (cornered at work!), I’d try and write an 
article on the joy of etch kits. 

Etch can make a model – the level of detailing is unrivalled, BUT it can be very frustrating 

leaving bits of etch glued to you, the tweezers and the carpet! 

My kit of choice was an Afrika Korps 1/48 Panzer III ‘L’ made by Tamiya. After browsing the 
net, mainly www.quarter-kit.com I had a rather large list of extras I wanted  

• Hauler - KV1 German conversion– using the jerrycan rack and rear rack. 

• Hauler - Panzer III ‘N’ – the L was out of stock but this had the mudguards I wanted. 
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Tool recommendations for using etch: 

• Sharp scalpel will cut most etch  

• Flush end cutters for thicker etch 

• Tweezers of varying size 

• Superglue – instant is good but a thick slow 
dry one is better so you can move parts if 
needed  

• Glue tips for the glue bottles and fine wire is 
good for small bits of gluing. 

• A magnifier of some sort 

• A bright light and a contrasting carpet – for 
when bits go ping – and they will! 

• Soldering iron – I have never used one with 
etch but is recommended for larger etch parts

• Fine wire is better than flat etch for handles. 

• Photos for reference – especially if making 
conversions or using addition kit 

• Voyager - Panzer III ‘L’ - This came with a machined barrel and extra armour and it 
even has a horseshoe for luck! 

• Verlinden – German vehicle stowage – crates, boxes, personal kit, tarpaulins, etc 

• Legend - Stug stowage – more crates, jerrycans, buckets and boxes. 

The build of these Tamiya kits is relatively easy, the cast hulls are great and after supergluing 
everything to it I had a complete chassis with minimal clean up needed. The tracks even have 

built in sag too. There was no etch needed for this part. 

The hull top was a different matter. After thoroughly reading the instructions of all the etch kits 
and after checking what’s included I made my choices of which bits to use. 

Different manufacturers etch kits usually have different contents, this can mean buying more 
than one etch kit for your model, as I did. After working out which bits go where and when in 
the kit build process, I started building.  

I used the grills, barrel and extra 
armour mounting plates from the 
Voyager set. The armour was not 
used as the etch nuts were too 
large scale-wise and too fiddly to 
use so I used the Tamiya plastic 
one on the hull and left off the one 
on the turret, as seen in plenty of 
photos. This etch set had no 
mudguards so I ordered an Hauler 
set which did. These were bent to 
look very battered, this was one of 
my main reasons for using etch 
after all how long do military 
vehicles stay pristine in the 
battlefield?  

After a lot of struggling with super 
glue and tweezers I managed to a 
fix all the parts I was going to use. 
The grills were a nightmare, as 
being so fine any excess superglue 
on the mesh will show, luckily mud, 
stowage and figures can disguise 
any really bad bits. I also cut off all 
the moulded ‘handles’ and replaced 

them with wire – a pin vice is great for drilling holes for these. 
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The turned barrel is gorgeous, far better than the plastic one. I used a resin turret bin with 
etch too, this was a pain to fit but the detail is crisper and the buckles are great. The shovel 
from the KV was utilised with etch holder too. 

Slow drying superglue means you can take you time placing items but sometimes it just 
doesn’t stick and you need the instant stuff. Using this I either stuck it in the wrong place or 
ended up with my fingers or tweezers stuck to the etch! 

Not easy but with patience it is rewarding. 

It is also easy to customise – the rear jerrycan rack was the KV1 ammunition rack cut down 
with a jerry can each end holding it together (it fell to bits after 2 bends – oops!) 

The side rack had to be made wider so the cans could lie down (again photos of these 
helped) more etch cut, bent and glued.  

Another of the joys of etch kits is you can use as little or as much as you wish, depending on 
skill and patience. I use the big bits and tend to leave the smaller bits as you can end up with 
superglue everywhere and tiny bits of etch in the wrong places. 

Once the kit has the level of detail you want and are confident with – STOP! Any further and 
you could make an expensive mess. 

The kit was now ready for paint…… 

 
Naked Etch 

 
All Covered Up 

 

Not a lot of people know that 
From Simon de Monfalcon 

• In the 1400's a law was set forth in England that a man was allowed to beat his wife 
with a stick no thicker than his thumb. Hence we have "the rule of thumb"  

• Many years ago in Scotland , a new game was invented. It was ruled "Gentlemen 
Only...Ladies Forbidden"...and thus the word GOLF entered into the English 
language.  

• Every day more money is printed for Monopoly than the U.S. Treasury.  

• Coca-Cola was originally green.  

• It is impossible to lick your elbow.  

• The average number of people airborne over the U.S. in any given hour: 61,000  

• Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their hair.  

• The first novel ever written on a typewriter: Tom Sawyer. 
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• Each king in a deck of playing cards represents a great king from history: Spades - 
King David Hearts - Charlemagne Clubs -Alexander, the Great Diamonds - Julius 
Caesar  

• 111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 12,345,678,987,654,321  

• If a statue in the park of a person on a horse has both front legs in the air, the person 
died in battle. If the horse has one front leg in the air the person died as a result of 
wounds received in battle. If the horse has all four legs on the ground, the person 
died of natural causes.  

• Q. What do bulletproof vests, fire escapes, windshield wipers, and laser printers all 
have in common?  
A. All were invented by women. 

• In pubs, ale is ordered by pints and quarts... So in old England , when customers got 
unruly, the bartender would yell at them "Mind your pints and quarts, and settle 
down." It's where we get the phrase "mind your P's and Q's"  

 

The Red Baron. This year is the 90th anniversary of the death of Baron Manfred von 
Richthofen, who was shot down on 21 April 1918. 

 

Club Diary 
 

April 16 St George’s Day & Test Trout “Out Of Africa” competitions. 

May 21 Club Night 

June 11 Note: This is the second week of the month, not the usual 
third!!!!! 

July 16 American Trophy & Test Trout “Hobbyboss F-84”. 

August 20 Club Night 

September 17 Club Night 

October 15 Test Trout “Best Of British!” 

November 19 Annual Competition 

December 17 Christmas Evening. 

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Pat Camp 

Paul Adams 

Simon de Monfalcon 

Russell Eden 

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday May 21st  

Happy modelling!  

Tony Adams Tel: 01794519153 / 07736 555664, email aadams@iee.org 


