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Some full sized items seen at the Draguignan event: Jeep & trailer, Bedford QLB,  
40mm Bofors, Long Tom & Diamond T, Half Track with Quad 0.5”, Eurocopter.     

 

 

June 08. 

This Month 
Considering it is only three weeks since the last edition of Update, this issue is jam packed with 
builds and show reports. Thank you to everybody who has contributed. 

Paul adds the second part of part of his build of his Ducati 888 1992 Superbike Racer, and a 
visit report of the Salisbury show. Pat has contributed an excellent piece on displaying models 
along with another Franco model show. Gary gives a tour of his work bench while Richard 
Pankhurst gives us a comprehensive build article on a Lancaster BII.  

In fact I’m the only slacker this month, as I have completely failed to finish a write up of my 
ME109 and have not managed to include our normal what the papers say feature. I do have an 
excuse that I was in Budapest over the weekend but I can’t really claim it was in the search of 
are Hungarian kits or model shows, I was there to drink the wine and eat the food….hic  

Normal service will be resumed next month… 

From our foreign correspondent……. 
By Pat Camp 

Show Report. École d’Application de l’Artillerie, Draguignan, Provence. 

This show took part on an open day for the public to the French school of artillery. There were 
demonstrations and static displays of real vehicles, both modern and old. Many of the static 
displays were missile launchers and mobile radars – with the access doors opened up so you 
could take a gander inside. You could also sit inside a Eurocopter – I noticed the ammo had 
been taken out of the rotary cannon just in case a ham-fisted visitor ruined someone’s day! 
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A small selection of the models seen at the Draguignan show. The 1/48 
seaplane on the catapult was most eye catching. I think each of the figures 
were sculpted by the modeller. Top middle shows a superb Napoleonic 
diorama that is full of interest – one detail being shown top right. The 
Bombardier of 1450 was good fun – arrows have come from the right side 
and some have gone into the wooden frame of the diorama – a nice and 
humorous touch. The diorama of the 13 pdr shows the gun crew being 
photographed – yet another nice setting by the same modeller. Bottom 
right is a nice vignette of Captain Corelli – having a great likeness to 
Nicolas Cage - complete with mandolin.  

The base has a museum of artillery that is very interesting, having a good collection of 
Napoleonic artefacts as well as more modern. Indeed, Draguignan is where Napoleon’s artillery 
was manufactured. An annex to the museum was open for this special day and there were 
some WW1 – 2 items inside – many of which I photographed. 

The model show itself was a two day affair held at the far side of the base. There were no 
traders and it was a fairly quiet as far as the public were concerned – I suspect not many knew it 
was there. A good number of service personnel – individually, in groups or with their young 
families – came to visit and I made good acquaintances with one of the officers, who I offered 
space to on our club stand for his models on the Sunday: his work was to a very high standard 
and his artillery dioramas, as you might imagine, were correct to the last detail in terms of shells, 
charges and the activities of the gun crew. 

It was an interesting show and I’m glad I went. However, I don’t think I’ll be going again as it was 
too quiet and lacked traders (although I picked up a couple of bargains from a club stand). 

 

Forthcoming Events. 

Yeovilton Air Day 
Sat 3rd July: Yeovilton Air Day will be a stunning day for the aviation enthusiast. For full details 
of this event please visit www.yeoviltonairday.co.uk Air Day ticket holders will be given 
discounted entry to the Fleet Air Arm Museum. Tickets for Air Day can be purchased in advance 
through the Museum Shop, Tel: 01935 842616.  

NB Please let me know of any event you know about, as you can see I am running short! 
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IPMS Salisbury Modelshow – 31st May 
By Paul Adams 
Gary Jarman and I attended the 10th Salisbury Model Show held at Wyvern College, 
Taverstock. We were joined by fellow club members, Dougie Wotton, (long time no see 
Dougie!), and Keith Trotman, complete with his digital camera. The weather for this outing 
proved ideal, though it did make the long trek to the hall a tiresome affair for some of the 
traders, as we all had to circum navigate the building works continuing elsewhere on site. A 
water station midway would have been ideal!  

 
Romsey Modeller’s Table 

Despite arriving early, we both had just enough time to set up before the flood gates opened to 
our adoring public! The stand had many visitors during the first half of the day, much more than 
at Poole, with interest only tailing off as the competition judging drew to a close. The interest 
paid at the table always makes the day worthwhile – just imparting some wisdom or knowledge 
to novices and seasoned modellers is a very rewarding experience.  

The Salisbury Show is always good for shopping, with traders this year covering 90% of the 
outer hall perimeter. Gary got himself a new chopper…and I limited my expenditure to some 
Vallejo paintbrushes and an F-8 Crusader book. 

This years competition entries were judged on the club tables, something I’m in favour of, as the 
display wasn’t diminished. Gary had his first attempt at judging and by all accounts he found it 
enlightening and enjoyable. I didn’t see any irate armour modellers, so it must have gone well! 
Both Gary and I entered models in 1/72nd aircraft, Civilian vehicles and Sci-Fi/Real Space. 
Gary’s aircraft were overlooked once more, despite the judges spending an age at the table. I 
managed two first place awards for my 2005 Yamaha M1 and Tie Fighter. 

My thanks to Dougie and Keith for helping to man the table, and, to the gentlemen at IPMS 
Salisbury for a great show and day out.  I have included a few pictures from the show,  but more 
can be found online at http://www.britmodeller.com/forums/index.php?showtopic=15441 
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More Photos from the IPMS Salisbury Show 

 
Phantom Sig display. 

 
Airfix Nimrod Airfix TRS2 - Gulf war Sig 

 
Figurines 

Superb Dauntless 



5 

Exciting ways to display your models. 
By Pat Camp 

One of the obvious joys of going to a model show in a different country is to see some new and 
original ideas for displaying your models. I noticed quite a few at the St Victoret show in 
Provence and I’ll try to describe some to you….  

 

The first two displays involve a seascape. The first is of a B-25 Mitchell strafing an “Emily” flying 
boat and the splashes from the guns looked most effective. The Mitchell is set up high and to 

the rear of the display: this meant it did not stand out to well in the photo because of other 
models on the display table. 

I preferred the second one: this is of an unfortunate US Destroyer torpedoed by an equally 
unfortunate “Betty” – this is depicted crashing into the sea at the rear of the display with one 
wing angled upwards in dramatic style. Both of these dioramas were created by the same 
modeller and were most imaginative: the seascape of the second being particularly well done I 
think. 

These next four were created by a father and son team and looked really good placed side by 
side on the display table. First is of a Swordfish flying over the Bismarck. Notice the use of 
different scales to give perspective and having the models placed at an angle to each other and 
to the base itself to give a dramatic effect. Having the aircraft in front of the ship also gives it a 
sense of forward motion. The seascape itself is a little overdone – taking into account the scale 
of the ship- but this may be the modeller’s style, rather than a mistake. The second one showing 
Desert Air Force fighters flying over Africa Corps vehicles also uses the effects of differing 
scales and angles to give a dramatic perspective to the display.  The Meteor in hot pursuit of the 
Doodlebug really shows the chase and sets the location of the event as being the English coast. 
I like the footpath marked on the ground as well. 
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The B-17 diorama is more along traditional lines, 
but it gives a nice representation of a special 
event – such as the completion of 100 missions 
or something like that – with the photographer at 
the bottom right of the scene photographing the 
crew in front of their bomber – the sort of picture 
you may come across from time to time – but 
now you see it in its entirety. 

Note also the vehicle in the background. 
Particularly note that it is an ambulance. It adds a 
poignant touch to the scene and makes you wonder if the crew have suffered a casualty, 
reminding you that what you may see in a picture may not reflect the awful reality of war.  

These next three use a black background. The two spacecraft are by Bruno Berger – the 
modeller I mentioned last month. The display is two pieces of sheet material finished in black 
and with some super artwork showing other spacecraft. I think these come from published 
illustrations rather than being Bruno’s original artwork. The models are supported on metal pins 
(finished in black of course) and look really good in their settings. 

The third one is very simple in principle. The background is curved around the base and has a 
slot cut in it to support the model. I like the brightly coloured tracer and the aircraft on fire is very 
well done. 
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Ducati 888 1992 Superbike Racer Part 2 
By Paul Adams 
 

With only three weeks between meetings this instalment is a little shorter than planned! 

With the main parts painted I began assembly. Before fitting the engine, I painted the rear 
shock. Tamiya give you a black shock spring that needs to be yellow!! After priming white, I shot 
three coats of Zero Camel yellow and cleared it using 2 part clear for added resistance to 
damage upon assembly. It never fails to amaze me how long it takes to mask up and paint small 
parts. I usually do a batch of parts together and then bulk spray the various colours needed, 
then more masking and spraying of secondary colours. The shock including its retainer and 
damper probably used up two hours alone!   

The shock was placed between the frame and the engine fixed in using 4 small screws. This in 
turn held in the shock. One last note on the engine. The prominent cam belts and pulleys were 
sprayed black using the Zero colour once more (have you noticed a trend yet!) and the pulleys 
were hand painted with thinned enamels and a steadyish hand! 

While carry out the application of carbon decal to the front and rear mudguards, known as 
huggers, I also added two small square pieces to frame which help form the outer parts of the 
airbox. Tamiya provide only the lower section of the inner part, but nevertheless, this had the 

carbon treatment too as it’s visible when the seat 
and tank part is on. The instructions call for the 
fitting of the exhaust next. This was fitted without 
using glue, it simply clips into place and is 
secured with two screws.  

The swingarm was assembled, clean up and 
painted with Alclad White Aluminium over a 
polished grey primer. Some shading was added 
around each end with Humbrol steel. The paint 
doesn’t adhere to well to Alclad and so it can be 
buffed away and blended for a pleasing effect. [1] 

 

The decals were tricky. The ‘SBS’ logo had to be applied over the pin that helps prop the model 
up upon the rear stand. Surprisingly, I applied both of these without problem. A few small cuts 
were made before dipping them in water and then slid gently over the pin. Some assistance 
from the trusty Microsol and a very satisfying job was complete. After adding the rear hugger 
and Alclad painted chain and sprocket, the swingarm went in with a little persuasion, but 
managing not to break anything. [2.3] 

 

 
[2] 

 
[3] 
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[4] 

The kit forks come on a sprue of parts finished in Tamiya’s early chrome. Every part was 
removed and placed in a bleach bath for an hour….and another….and another...and 
another….and then overnight. The next day I discovered very little of the chrome was removed 
and a strange sticky yellow appeared on one side of each part. Breaking out my new bottle of 
Mr Hobby paint remover, each part was plunged in for 15 minutes. What came out look like 
something from a horror movie. Have you ever seen ’The Blob’? These parts would have 
passed the audition!  The replacement parts were cleaned up and the chrome was successfully 
removed with Mr Muscle Oven Cleaner, kindly lent to me by my employer….modern chrome 
parts from Tamiya can stripped using bleach with no problems…you live and learn. 

The forks were given a coat of primer followed by 
Zero black as an undercoat for Alclad White 
Aluminium and then Tamiya enamel orange, 
sprayed in three coats. The effect I was looking for 
was an orangey/gold anodised finish. Overall I was 
pleased with the result, but I wished for a nice set of 
modern Tamiya turned forks that appear with the 
newer kits...anyhow, after further masking, the 
brake callipers were painted titanium gold and the 
small retainers for the front hugger (another fiddly 
task to mask), painted once more with Zero black. 
The ‘Brembo’ logo’s for the callipers are decals from 
Crazy Modeller secured with plenty of Microsol. The 
handlebars are relatively easy on this bike, Zero 
black again with Humbrol flat black grips. The small 
button on the left bar was picked out with enamel 
white undercoat and a coat of Tamiya gloss red. 
Assembly proved a tricky affair,r as four parts need 
co-ordinating at the same time! Suffice to say, the 
forks need some refinishing with careful airbrushing 
of more orange while I muttered under my breath 

something along the lines of the bike being fatherless…. 

The fluid bottles were sprayed an off white mix of white/tan which looked much better than just 
white, in my normal, slightly lazy way. The bottles contain a gold coloured brake and clutch fluid, 
which tints the already translucent bottle. The effect wasn’t far off. [4,5] 

The instrument pod was painted semi gloss black and covered with the remains of my Studio 27 
small carbon decal sheet…I also had just enough for the forward part of the air intake.  

Finally this month, I ran the cable lines using the kit vinyl tubing, a little out of scale but good 
enough for a ‘shelf’ model. With the exception of some small detail painting, the frame, forks and 
swingarm were all but complete.[6] 

The model will get finished next time, so look forward to the glamour shots!...... 

 
[5] 

 
[6] 
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AVRO Lancaster BII (part 1) 
By Richard K  Pankhurst 

 

History of the Avro Lancaster BII 
Arguably the best looking Avro Lancaster, the radial engine BII was conceived as a contingency 
as the Air Ministry was concerned about the potential shortage of Rolls-Royce Merlin engines 
that were to be used in the Lancaster BI. Two prototypes were ordered from Avro but only one 
was completed (DT810) and made its first flight on November 26 1941, just four weeks after the 
first production Lancaster BI had flown. An order was placed for the production of the 300 BIIs to 
be built be Armstrong Whitworth at their Baginton factory in Coventry. The first production 
aircraft left the factory in September 1942, the last being delivered in March 1944. 

No. 61 Squadron in 5 Group were the first recipients of this mark in January 1943, but the first 
squadron to be completely equipped was 115 Squadron, 3 Group, in March 1943. No. 514 
Squadron followed suit in September 1943, by which time three squadrons of 6 (RCAF) Group – 
Nos. 408, 426 and 432 – were also flying the radial-engined Lanc. The Canadians thus became 
the main user of the BII. 

The last mission by the BII was by two machines of 514 Squadron in late September 1944, but 
following withdrawal from squadron service, the aircraft soldiered on in Heavy Conversion Units, 
although by VE Day only 16 remained. Lancaster BIIs served post war, notably as flying test 
beds for new engines, with LL735 (later LL735/G – requiring to be under armed guard whilst on 
the ground) becoming the last to be withdrawn in 1950 having been used for the testing of the 
Metropolitan Vickers F2/1 and then F2/4 Axial-flow turbojet engines (but I don’t intend to do a 
model of that!!!). 

The Model – A Long Gestation. 
For many, many years it has been one of my wishes to build the radial engined version of the 
Avro Lancaster. To that end, when the “new” Airfix Lancaster BI/III was released in 1982, I 
bought a couple of the kits, at a mere £6.85 each, and subsequently purchased an Aeroclub 
conversion for the BII.  

As happens in modelling, nothing happened for a very long time – we are talking 15+ years or 
more, too many to remember. Then, about 5 or 6 years ago, whilst I was searching for 
something, I found some drawings in a Planes magazine from 1981 of the Lancaster BII. Within 
a short while, I had purchased the Paragon resin conversion for the Lancaster BII and having 
spent more than twice as much on the conversion as the two original Airfix kits cost, I was 
committed to the task. Whilst the Aeroclub (mixed media) conversion is quite good, the Paragon 
offering is much better being all resin and superbly detailed. 

Nothing happened for a couple more years and then I bought a set of Belcher Bits small bomb 
carriers (incendiaries) at the 2006 SMW show. I subsequently obtained the CMR interior 
upgrade for the Airfix kit and stored that safely in the box with all the other components. In the 
summer of 2007, I decided it was time to get the Airfix kit and the various upgrades out of the 



10 

back of the wardrobe and get the project under way - but not until the Fairey Gannet was 
finished – several more months passed.  

And then along comes the Revell Lancaster kit! At £15, the Revell kit is half the price of the 
Hasegawa kit and five pounds less than the Airfix kit currently sells for. So I bought one and 
decided that it was better detailed than the Airfix kit and would make a good basis for the 
conversion.  

As I write this, some six months further down the line, I am not so sure that was a wise move 
and maybe I should have stuck with the Airfix kit, which in fact, is still a very good kit of a 
Lancaster but it just lacks some of the detail that modern renditions have in abundance – and as 
I have discovered, errors that Airfix did not make… 

I have acquired a set of bulged bomb doors (CMR) and resin wheels (Pavla) since starting the 
project. Virtually all BIIs had the bulged bomb doors to take the 8000lb bomb, and the kit wheels 
were not very well detailed. 

Construction: fuselage 
The first part, I thought, was going to be relatively straightforward: assemble the fuselage 
interiors, paint it and glue the two halves together. What I found was the need to add some extra 
detail to the interior as the Revell offering was quite good, but just needed a few extras. I scratch 
built the Flight Engineer’s fold-down seat mounted on the starboard wall adjacent to the pilot’s 
seat. It’s a prominent part of the interior, which was not present. I added some bracing to the 
back of the pilot’s seat, some extra panels and wiring in the bomb aimer’s position on both 
sides, and installed flush flooring with a recess for the forward escape hatch. There should be 
three yellow handrails leading down to the lower nose which I omitted primarily because I was 
not sure how to fix them and they cannot be seen once the fuselage is assembled. Some wiring 
was added to the port side of the pilot’s position and down into the nose and the trim wheels and 
controls to the right side of the seat. The Navigator’s table was fitted with the Gee instrument 
panel (not mounted on the rear of the pilot’s “platform” as per the kit instructions) and also 
another piece of equipment at the left rear behind the DF receiver. The Radio Operators position 
was installed as per the kit. Decals are provided for the main instrument panel, Engineer’s panel 
and the Radio Transmitter/Receiver units and seats belts for the pilot and Navigator seats. 

Painting was done primarily with Black (Revell #9 Anthracite) and Interior Green. References, kit 
instructions and magazine reviews all seem to have their own ideas on what colours should be 
used, so I went along with my own interpretation. All the lower nose area was painted black, 
with flooring and some areas of the cockpit sidewalls interior green and the entire fuselage aft of 
the cockpit area also interior green. The bomb bay roof provides much of the floor area of the 
interior and that was painted black (Photos 1 & 2). Some light dry brushing was done with a 

dark grey just to add a little contrast. 

Once all that was completed, the fuselage was assembled with the two spars for the main wings 
and tail planes as per the instructions.  

 
Photo 1. 

 
Photo 2. 
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Fig 1 

Wings and engines 
This was going to be the most difficult part of the build. The Paragon conversion was designed 
for the Airfix kit and fits it like a silk glove with minimum effort required. The Revell kit wing is 
designed slightly different to the Airfix wing so the fit was not going to be so simple. 

The engines are provided in three main parts; the Hercules engine, the cowling, and the nacelle. 
The inboard engine nacelles are designed to attach to the kit nacelles, which form the wheel 
wells. The outboard engines are provided with a complete replacement nacelle. The spinners 
and propeller blades together with the upper air intakes, oil coolers and exhaust stubs are also 
separate items.  

The wing assembly is relatively straightforward and I painted the wheel well parts black prior to 
assembly. I added some pieces of 10-thou card to the 
inboard faces of the wheel well wall braces, part # 94, to 
represent the walls of the fuel tanks. These were pre-
painted a dark red-brown colour (mix of approx. 2 parts 
Humbrol Red 153 to 3 parts Humbrol HP2 German 
Camouflage Red-Brown) and fixed with PVA. When parts 
#94 were fitted they stood proud of the wing by 1mm or 
so and I (mistakenly) thought this was OK, as the 
nacelles would fit around them - wrong! These four parts 
need to be trimmed by about 0.5mm top and bottom, to 

fit flush with the wing surface. Unfortunately, it was too late as I had installed the rear bulkhead 
and had I attempted to trim these parts flush, they would most likely have broken away from the 
wing and fallen into the wing cavity adding to the problem I already had. (See Fig. 1). The gap 
caused by the oversize wheel well parts #94 can clearly be seen in Photo 7. 

 

Next I assembled the two inboard nacelles but without all the frames and Merlin engines and 
then, when they had dried for 24 hours carefully cut the front portion (the Merlin engine cowl) off 
with a razor saw. When kit inboard nacelle parts were offered up to the wing, I discovered the 
problem described above, so when fixed in place there was a gap, which would need to be 
filled. The next stage of attaching the Paragon parts took a long time. I had already removed the 
resin parts from the mould blocks and cleaned them up and test fitted the engines and cowls. I 
was really not sure how to go about fixing these parts and spent what seemed like many hours 
over several weeks dry fitting, tweaking and generally getting more frustrated as time dragged 
on. I cut some parts from the Revell Merlin cowl and mated them with the resin parts in the 
hopes of getting a neat fit straight to the wing as would have happened with the Airfix kit (See 
Photo 3). 

 
Photo 3 Photo 4. Photo 5 

 

It was during all this “tweaking and stressing” that I realised there was a major problem with the 
wing itself. The wing, looking from head on, is too flat and has insufficient dihedral outboard of 
the wheel wells. A search on the Internet and through recent magazine reviews revealed the 
dihedral should be 70 and when measuring, it turned out to be about 3.50. The Airfix kit is spot 
on, so how to fix it without too much grief? I spoke to one of the guys at the club and he 
provided the answer. Cut through the lower wing with a razor saw, then through about 15-20mm 
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of the leading edge of top wing. (Photos 4 & 5) This allows the wing to bent upwards but 
retaining its rigidity. Then bend the wing to the desired angle and insert plugs of pre-cut plastic 
card. It was suggested I use tapered card, which can be progressively inserted until the desired 
angle is achieved; I did not do that as I found a piece of 30-thou card worked OK. (How can you 
easily taper plastic card? I tried various methods and only succeeded in removing some skin 
from my fingertips). I made a simple card template with which to check the correct angle. I filled 
the gaps with card where possible and then Milliput and sanded the whole lot. 

Next came the problem of attaching the engine parts. More tweaking and test fitting as the wing 
shape had now changed!  

I decided to make the large oil tanks that fit behind the engine bulkhead. This was achieved by 
taking a piece of plastic tube and squeezing it to make it egg shaped. I then glued some card to 
each end, sanded it flush, fitted a simple rod to fix it to the bulkhead and painted the tanks a 
dark red-brown colour. They were then fitted to the rear of the front bulkhead of the inboard 
nacelles.  

I eventually plucked up the courage to fit the resin parts and after more test fitting, found the 
ideal method to get the correct alignment was to use the undercarriage doors as a template 

(Photo 7). For the inboard engines, I fixed some 10-thou plasticard to the wing and to the resin 
parts to ensure a secure join at the top, and to provide support for the large amount of filler that 
would be required (Photo 6). Hopefully, the discrepancy between the doors and the nacelle will 
not show once the undercarriage is in place, and the doors fitted in the open position.  

Photo 6 Photo 7 

 

In order to get the outer nacelle at the correct angle, I inserted a couple of length of rod into the 
resin, drilled two holes in the wing and glue the rods in place with tube cement which allowed 
the necessary adjustment to ensure the outboard engines were aligned correctly. I had 
temporarily attached the engine cowls with PVA to aid alignment. Once dried large amounts of 
Milliput filled all the gaps. Several filling and sanding operations were done before an acceptable 
finish was obtained (Photos 8, 9 and 10). A coat of primer was used to check the results. I used 
Gunze Sangyo Mr Resin Primer thinned with Mr Levelling Thinner using about 60% thinner. It 
sprayed really well and left a very fine finish, which polished really smooth with 8000 grade 
Micro Mesh.  I had not used this paint type before and was pleased with the result but the primer 
and thinner smell very strong so a mask or respirator and adequate ventilation are essential.  
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Photo 8 Photo 9 

 
Photo 10 

 

Having got the engine nacelles fitted and finished, I painted the engines. I used Alclad Dark 
Aluminium for the cylinders and hand painted the reduction gear housing with Tamiya Gloss 
Black. I then sprayed the cylinders with a very light mist of Alclad Jet Exhaust to highlight them, 
which I also used to spray the front part of the cowling exhaust collector ring and exhaust stubs. 
I sprayed the rear part of the collector ring with a mix of Humbrol 171 Antique Bronze and 
Metalcote 27004 Gunmetal to produce a “dirty” metallic effect. The cowls flaps were sprayed 
with Alclad Steel as many of these aircraft had the cowl flaps left unpainted. This was all 
masked off ready for the main colours once the next stages are complete. 

I have now cleaned up the fuselage seams and all is ready for the next phase. But not until I get 
back from holiday… 

 

On the Subject of Lancasters 
By Tony Adams 
 

Amazon have recently delivered to me a new Haynes 
workshop manual. Rather than covering my clapped out 
1997 Saab 900 it rather more interestingly covers the 
Avro Lancaster.  

The manual written is written following Haynes standard 
style with full co-operation and authorisation of the 
Royal Air Force. Here is a unique insight into what it 
takes to restore and operate a Lancaster, as well as a 
wonderful insight into the engineering and construction 
of this remarkable aeroplane. 

This highly detailed and attractively designed book is 
based primarily around the major overhaul of the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight Lancaster at RAF Coningsby.  

I wonder if it has the same problem as when use a 
Haynes manual to work on my car, in that a straight forward operation that is covered by 5 steps 
expands out to 200 steps after you start, due to you being referred to other sections? 

There are plenty of colour pictures of the interior details that has inspired me to get on and start 
my Hasegawa Dambuster Lancaster. On the other hand I could clear out more of my garage to 
make room for the real thing! 
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How chaotic is your workbench? 
By Gary Jarman 
The Salisbury show was a turning point for 
me. As I sat behind the table, in the 
amazingly well lit hall, staring at the models I 
had put on display, I realised that  

(a) I need to look at my completed kits in 
proper light (which doesn’t happen when you 
consider all my building is done at night) and  

(b) if I want to continue displaying on the club 
table, or entering competitions, I need to build 
some new kits and up my standard as I do. 

So, when I got home all inspired to start 
afresh,  I went through my stash of built kits 
and my kids thought it was Christmas as I handed out most of my collection to them all the while 
assuring them that, yes, they could do what they wanted with them and ,no, daddy would not be 
cross if they broke them. Then I went through my stash of unbuilt kits. A quick count showed I 
have 86 of those. Finally I counted the kits I’m actually busy building …. 5. 

So, here’s the state of my workbench at the moment. 

The Revell 1/72 Hornet in the 2007 RCAF display team colours is the kit I am concentrating on 
at the moment. I have tried many new techniques on this kit (using micromesh to smooth the 
paint scheme, adding detail to the wheel bays rather than drybrushing them, and removing a 
panel, amongst others) and am happy with the way it is looking at the moment. I am hoping that 
it will be complete in time for the next club meeting so that I can get some honest criticism. 

Next I have a Revell Ferrari truck and trailer. I 
built the trailer a while back, wasn’t happy with 
the paintjob (I didn’t have an airbrush at the 
time) and so I threw it away. I had planned to 
throw the unbuilt cab away (these kits come in 
huge boxes and take up space) but as it 
happened it just gathered dust in a corner of 
the garage. At the same time I bought the 
Ferrari truck I bought another truck kit which 
has two large, amazing, decal sheets (these 

kits were marked down from £49.99 to £19.99 
at the time).  

So the Ferrari cab is being built primarily as a 
learning exercise for the other truck. I want the 
other truck to come out well and I also want to 
do some additional detailing on it by opening 
the drivers door. So I will experiment on the 
Ferrari truck and hopefully get it right on the 
final truck. 

I have a Scout to Wasp conversion on the go. I started on this after my visit to the archives at 
Augusta Westland. It’s turning into more of a scratchbuild exercise, and is proceeding very 
slowly. So I’m guessing that this build will be around for a year or so to come. 

And finally, I have the Airfix 1/144 scale Wasa on the go. This is an olden day ship that sunk on 
its maiden voyage. Parts of it have been recovered and it is in a museum in Sweden 
somewhere. The ship was elaborately decorated and makes for a fantastic looking kit when 
complete (I’ve built two in the past, but this is the biggie for me). The Airfix kit has sunken in 
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boxes from which the canon barrels protrude. I have filed 
all these away and plan to build the lower decks and then 
scratchbuild the 50 odd canons for those two decks. It 
also means I have to add an appearance of reality to the 

inside of the ship halves and along the two new decks, but I have to also remember that there 
will not be too much light once the kit has been put together, so it would be stupid to go 
overboard with the detailing. 

And then I have my box of to-do projects which are serious candidates for completion. These 
are mainly colourful subjects (tiger meets, special anniversary schemes, aerobatic team colours) 
that I plan to build for competition and club display.  

 
And as for the remaining 75 or so kits? Well I’m sure they’ll be joined by plenty more in the next 
few years. 
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Club Diary 
 

June 11 Note: This is the second week of the month, not the usual 
third!!!!! 

July 16 American Trophy & Test Trout “Hobbyboss F-84”. 

August 20 Club Night 

September 17 Club Night 

October 15 Test Trout “Best Of British!” 

November 19 Annual Competition 

December 17 Christmas Evening. 

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Pat Camp 

Paul Adams 

Gary Jarman 

Richard Pankhurst 

I will be on holiday for the August meeting, if anybody wants to edit and distribute the 
Newsletter that month please let me know. I will do most of the leg work so it shouldn’t 
be too onerous a task. 

 

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday July 16th  

Happy modelling!  

Tony Adams Tel: 01794519153 / 07736 555664, email aadams@iee.org 

 

Remember …. Just Say No…. 


