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September 08. 

This Month 
Back again from a refreshing French Holiday 
I am now worried about my position as Editor 
after the fine job the other Mr Adams did in 
putting together last months edition. 

Still this months Update has turned out pretty 
well and is I think the largest ever; thanks to 
fine contributions from Pat who completes 
his Hellcat, Paul with his 2007 M1 Yamaha 
and Russell with his Lead Sled!  

Roger Doswell talks about a couple of new 
acquisitions; there is also feedback on our 
discussions on why club nights are attracting 
fewer members. 

Plus all the normal features, I commend this 
month’s Update to the house. 

Brian Boot 
Wednesday’s club night will have a slightly different format. We are fortunate to have Brian Boot 
visiting, to give us a talk on some interesting topics, which should cover the broad range of 
modelling tastes in the club. Brian has been modelling for a number of years, exhibiting at many 
local and not so local shows. 

Through his affiliation with various clubs such as the Association of London Modellers, South 
London Scale Model club, West Middlesex Scale Model club and IPMS Farnborough, he brought 
back plastic to the Model Engineer Exhibition early this year and has been asked by the organisers 
to return next year. 

On the subject of his talk, he is hoping to enlighten us in world of decal making on your home 
computer, the mechanics of fitting counter-rotating props on our Gannets and Wyverns in both 1/48 
and 1/72 scales and also the mysteries of lights, even in motorcycles. Clearly this will be a lot to fit in 
over one two hour night, so there will need to be an early start to the evening. We can access the 
hall from about 7:50pm, so hopefully we can kick things off by 8:20pm. 

Competition Photos 
In my rush to go on holiday last month I forgot to include photos of July’s club competitions 

American Trophy 1st – Paul Adams American Trophy 2nd – Tony Adams American Trophy 3rd – Dale Koppi 

What’s Going On Here? 
This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a 
multitalented group of plastic modellers based in 
Southern Hampshire. We cater for all modelling 
genres and skill levels from beginners to well 
seasoned gurus. 

We generally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions 
but more importantly have a good natter about our 
hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, 
where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to 
sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly chat (tea and 
biscuits provided) please feel free to just turn up 
(see last page for details).  
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Test Trout 1st  - Richard Stewart Test Trout 2nd  -Brian Sampson Test Trout  3rd – Tony Adams 

Where have All The Members Gone?…Pt 2 
By Paul Adams 
 
Last months update featured an article by Vic Short, in which we sought views from the club 
membership as to why there have been a downturn in numbers at club nights. 

Views were sought via email and an open discussion at the club. 

Thank you to those members who contributed to this important issue, via both email and during last 
month’s lively discussion. The issue, I believe is an important one, as we strive to maintain the 
momentum the club has enjoyed during Les and Pat’s time at the helm. What’s important is that we 
recognise that club members needs and views change, and we must therefore keep pace and 
evolve with these changes, review things regularly, and ensure we are a club with modellers in 
mind.   

The main points to come from both sources were: 

• Members were happy with the current location of the clubhouse in Ampfield. 

• Clubs funds are healthy; however subs (£1.50) will need to increase if we continually have 
less than 14 members each evening, as 13 or less does not cover the cost of the hall. 

• It must be accepted that club members cannot attend every month due to family 
commitments, holidays etc. 

• We need to update the handouts for shows to help attract new members. 

• Other local clubs have had a downturn in membership attendance. 

• Other local clubs have had an upturn in membership attendance. 

• The format for the evenings can become stale and therefore not offer much to the regular 
membership. 

• Pat’s departure from the club had not deterred members from attending.  

• The amount of competitions each year appears to put off members from attending and in 
fact was the main topic of conversation. The main points were: 

o Members stayed away on competition nights because they did not have an entry. 

o The Test Trout themes were sometimes restrictive and need to be broader. 

o There are too many competition evenings. 

o It was suggested that the American Trophy and St Georges Trophy become bi-
annual events. 

o The Hobbyboss F-84 competition failed to enthuse enough members to complete 
their entries in time for the July competition. 

o A category for incomplete projects to be introduced, for fun, perhaps for November, 
to encourage members to bring along a model. 
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Plenty of points there for digestion, I’m sure you’ll agree. I plan to review the competition format for 
2008 and make a small tweak for the annuals this year. I’ll announce those changes in October’s 
Update. If anyone has any further views, please email or catch me on Wednesday night. 

Romsey Modellers Handouts 
By Paul Adams 
The club handouts are in need of an update, so I have enlisted the help of the Marketing 
Department at my place of work, who, amongst other things, specialise in producing the company’s 
branding look and documentation. Together with the handouts, I have also asked them to design a 
banner that we can use at shows, and to give our club image a little makeover. I am excited at the 
prospect of seeing what they come up with – the graphics artist is very talented! The ladies will be 
doing this in their own time, so it may take a little while to finalise. Hopefully, I’ll have more on this 
next month. 

 

Idea of the Month 
Keith Farmer emailed me with the following excellent suggestion… 
Hi Tony, it has occurred to me that most of us have a reference library that is not used after the 
model is made. Perhaps we could have a help section in the newsletter where members could say 
what they are about to make or are thinking of so that others who were willing could loan material. 
This would save costs and give greater info than we usually have. 

 

To get Keith’s suggestion rolling I am about to start on a highly “pimped” Dambuster Avro Lancaster, 
I have a “Big Ed” photo etch set to add to Hasegawa’s basic kit and I am planning to get some resin 
odds and ends, this looks like being my most demanding project to date.  

  
As far as references are concerned I have the excellent Lancaster Haynes manual and a DVD of the 
film.  

If anybody has any other reference material on the Lancaster and the Dambuster raid in particular I 
would be most interested to see it. 

By the way in the course of my research, I have discovered that Peter Jackson (Lord of the Rings 
Director) is planning a remake of the 1954 classic film for release in 2010. I better get a move on so 
I can jump on the band wagon! 

If you have any projects pending let me know and I will put out a request for info. 
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Forthcoming Events. 

IPMS Farnborough ‘Modelfest’  
 
The club are due to attend the IPMS Farnborough ‘Modelfest’ on Sunday 21st September, held at 
Kings International College, Camberley,  Surrey. This is very good and well organised show with 
plenty of traders on hand to tempt your hard earned from you, and a wealth of modelling talent from 
clubs across the South. We have 12 foot of space available. Members wishing to attend can contact 
Paul Adams, or Vic to make further arrangements. 

NB Please let me know of any event you know about. 

What the papers say 
DISPLAYING A COMMITMENT...  
The Old Flying Machine Company is celebrating 25 years of 
display-flying excellence. Report and photographs, featuring this 
month's cover star — Spitfire IX MH434.  
DATABASE: THE BOULTON PAUL DEFIANT...  
The development and service career of Boulton Paul's oft-
maligned fighter PLUS scale drawings and cutaway.  
UNCLE SAM'S SWALLOWS...  
In this month's Hidden History feature, we investigate the post-war 
movements of captured Kawasaki Ki-61 fighters.  
AIRCREW...  
A detailed look at the role of a Fairey Swordfish observer.  
CELEBRATING LIBERTY...  
Boeing B-17G Liberty Belle made a poignant commemorative tour 
around the UK in July. Report and photographs.  
SOUTHEND TO SYDNEY...  
The remarkable restoration project of an ex-Qantas Boeing 707 — 
from obscurity at Southend Airport to renewed glory in Australia.  
TURKISH DELIGHT!  
Lewis Benjamin was a pilot-for-hire in 1969 when he got the call to work on a Hollywood film. Here 
he recalls his adventures flying replica S.E.5as in the blazing Turkish sun.  
CELEBRATING WILBUR...  
Reports from events in France to commemorate Wilbur Wright's epoch-making flights in 1908.  
TRANSATLANTIC TRIUMPH...  
The 50th anniversary of the first transatlantic commercial jet service.  

 

KIT PREVIEW 
1:35 Dragon Panther D w/zimmerit 
Airfix Shaun the Sheep sets 
1:48 Tamiya A6M5 Zero fighter 
1:35 Trumpeter MAZ537 w/trailer  
1:35 Bronco Land-Wasser-Schlepper 
1:32 Pacific Coast Models Spitfire Mk.IXc and Mk.IXe 
A TANK FOR THE MAN OF STEEL, PART 2 
Aber’s etched fenders get fitted to Tamiya’s JS-2 tank, and more... 
NIGHT & FIRE - BUILDING TAMIYA F50 TWINS 
 

Not one, but two Tamiya 1:24 Ferrari F50s, with a heap of detail sets 
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PORTFOLIO: DAN TISONCIK'S FABULOUS FIGURES 
A master modeller shares his collected works  

AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: Backdate Monogram's Thunderchief 
Learn how to convert a D to a B  
SHOWCASE: HMS Hood 
Lifelong fascination fuels detailing   
 
ARMOUR HOW-TO: Detailing a Kursk Tiger 
Painting and weathering tell the story  
 
CAR HOW-TO: Eight steps to better multimedia models 
Modeling made easier, one step at a time  
SCALE TALK Letters from modelers around the world 

SPOTLIGHT Get a glimpse of cool new products 
WORKBENCH REVIEWS  

FSM's unmatched reviews of the latest kits, every one built by a modeler 
Three reviews: Dragon, Tristar, and Italeri 1/35 scale Flakpanzer 38(t)   
Hasegawa 1/32 scale P-40E Warhawk   
Airfix 1/48 scale English Electric Canberra B(I).8   
Trumpeter 1/32 scale F6F-3 Hellcat   
Hasegawa 1/48 scale Saab J35F/J Draken   
HobbyBoss 1/48 scale F4F-3 Wildcat (Early)   
Two reviews: Revell "Star Wars" ARC-170 Starfighter and Luke Skywalker's X-wing SnapTite kits   
Badger Renegade Series Velocity airbrush   
ROUND UP Modelling news and information 
FREE PRIZE DRAW COURTESY OF A2ZEE MODELS 
Short S.23 C Class Empire Boat up for grabs this month 
BOOK REVIEW All the latest military and modelling books 
reviewed 
FACTS AND FIGURES Adding life to your models with the 
latest figures and accessories 
TRANSFER LIST We take a look at the latest decal sheets to 
hit the market 
THE BRIEFING ROOM Shows, shows and more shows; plenty 
of events to keep you occupied through the coming months! 
BLITZED! A detailed look at the new Tamiya 1/35 Opel Blitz. A 
very full cargo box helps makes this model stand out in the 
crowd… 
ANGELS OF DEATH A very fine diorama constructed around 
an equally fine 1/35 Panzer III.  
CZECH MATE 
Tristar's very impressive Panzer 38T in the second of this 
month's in-depth reviews… 
THE EQUALISER Pacific Coast Models Mk.IX – a wonderful kit of this classic in 1/32 
GERMANY'S CZECH CONNECTION 
The tale of the 38T, providing a written history and plenty of shots of a wonderfully restored example 
seen this year at Beltring 
GANNET CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS 
Colour scheme choices for builders of the 1/72 Trumpeter kit 
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KWIK BUILD 
The Special Hobby 1:72 Douglas D-558-I Skystreak  
KWIK BUILD 
Revell 1:72 Fairey Gannet by John ‘Tigger’ Wilkes 
KWIK BUILD 
Planet Models 1:48 Hughes H-1B by Richard A. Franks 
A LANC FROM GERMANY 
Mike Grant builds Revell’s superb new 1:72 Lancaster in an 
alternative scheme 
BOSS HAWG 
Mike Capell details the new Hobby Boss 1:48 A-10A 
DOUGLAS A-1 SKYRAIDER 

WICKELRUMPF WONDER 
Roden’s 1:32 Pfalz D.III by Andy Ieronymides 

 
FROM COUPE TO CONVERTIBLE Chop the top from a 2007 Mustang GT 
KITBASH A 1934 FORD Recreate an old favourite with this simple project 
NNL MILWAUKEE April 19, 2008 at Waukesha, Wisconsin  
BUILD A MULTIMEDIA PRO STOCK GRAND AM A resin body, Firebird 
chassis, and scratchbuilt details make this model a winner  
DESERT SCALE CLASSIC APRIL 26, 2008 AT PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
PORTFOLIO: MARK D. JONES Master Southern California builder  
 

ITALIAN CONNECTION Build of Tasca’s M4A1, but did he enjoy it? 
COUNTER INSURGENCY CENTURION Conversion of the AFV 
Club Cent into the IDF Nagmachon 
PREVIEW 
A look at Dragon’s new zimmerit coated Panther D 
A look at two of the latest small scale releases from Dragon A look at 
what’s in the very large box of SKP’s A30 Challenger PERFECT 
PLANNING The theory behind an eye catching diorama 
NAGMACHON COMPARISON The Cromwell Models and Legend 
Productions ‘Doghouse’ Nagmachons 
LAST RESORT (SEPTEMBER 1946) The conclusion of a two part 
article on building Trumpeter’s E10. This month he describes how he 
completed the groundwork 
EXPERIENCE BELTRING Report on this year’s military spectacular 
at the War & Peace Show. 
MEGA MOVERS Some excellent reference on the British Army’s 
Oshkosh Tank Transporter 
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On The Workbench. F6F-3 Hellcat, Part 2.  

Eduard 1/48 scale, kit 8221. 
By Pat Camp 

 
Whilst my intention has been to build this supremely 
well thought out and engineered kit as a quick build 
straight from the box, I was not able to build it quickly 
enough to finish for last month’s Update, so sorry if 
you have been waiting with bated breath to see how 
it turned out! 

At the end of Part 1, I had described the assembly of 
the kit into sub-assemblies for painting. The fit of the 
wings and tail to the fuselage are so good that they 
can be assembled after painting. 

The painting didn’t go entirely to plan and things 
went wrong from time to time, to the extent where 
this model very nearly didn’t make the light of day! 
However, in the end the model has turned out okay 
and those setbacks that felt so frustrating at the time 
are now all but forgotten. And when things do go wrong, there is no use blaming the kit as they just 
simply do not come any better than this one! 

The canopy and fuselage side windows were masked using the pre-cut items supplied in the kit. 
These went on well and are an excellent fit to the plastic parts. The inside of the sliding hood was 
masked with Tamiya tape and the fuselage blanked off with moistened tissue paper and sealed 
around the edges with Tamiya tape. The frames of the transparent parts were sprayed interior 
green. 

Having glued on sprue “handles” to hold the fuselage, wing and tail sub assemblies, I gave 
everything a couple of coats of Alclad primer. I have taken to the habit of adding cellulose thinners 
to this stuff before airbrushing as I have found it gives better results – particularly when the can is 
less than full. I also rub the surface with a cloth after each coat has dried as this reduces the 
roughness. This time I didn’t do the job well enough beneath the wings and came to regret it when I 
next came to paint the undersides: it was far too rough and the finish was poor. So the lesson learnt 
this time was to use micromesh (in the 4700 to 6000 grit range, 8000 is too fine) rather than the 
cloth to make sure the primered surface is in perfect form for the undercoat. 

The undersides of the real aircraft are finished in Non-
Specular Insignia White, ANA 601. So before applying white I 
did some pre-shading and pre-highlighting. Humbrol grey 64 
plus Camouflage Colour SW5 058M (don’t ask me what this is 
supposed to be for, I picked up these paints second hand!) 
and Liquin to give a darker shade than the Alclad primer and 
laid this down in places where the “sun don’t shine”. Then a 
cocktail mix of Humbol white 130, Liquin, Essence 7 and 
cellulose thinners was airbrushed along the wing & tail leading 
edges and lower part of the fuselage sides. Why use such a 
strange cocktail? Well, the Liquin is added to the enamel paint 
– roughly 50-50, but judged by eye – to make a transparent 
colour which means it is easier to build up a good thickness of 
paint on the model without obliterating the pre-shading & pre-
highlighting beneath. The Essence 7 is a low-cost thinners 
available here in France but which works as well as the 
expensive Humbrol thinners. Cellulose thinners is used in 
small amounts for that extra bit of thinning so it airbrushes 

nicely and binds well to the primer beneath. That’s my reasoning anyhow, rightly or wrongly! 

Fig 15. Hellcats of VF-5 await launch from 
CV-10 Yorktown in August ’43. 
Considerable fading of the paintwork has 
taken place and it looks as though the 
panel work heated by the engine exhaust 
has wrinkled and deformed.   

16: the undersides finished in Insignia 
White. I was not too happy with the result 
at the time, but it doesn’t look too shoddy 
on the finished model. 
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Further pre-shading was carried out by brushing a mix of zinc white, 
orange and Paynes Grey oil paint – a most uncomfortable 
experience as the Mosquitoes were feeling particularly voracious 
that evening whilst I was working on the kit outdoors. I then gave the 
lot a final coating of the white 130 + Liquin + Essence 7 + cellulose. 
Trying to shade white is very difficult, and I was not at all sure it 
looked any good [16]. Work stopped for a while whilst I puzzled over 
what to do – I eventually decided to carry on. 

The lower part of the fuselage sides was marked off for the Non-
Specular Intermediate Blue using Silly Putty. This works very well, 
but you have to make sure the stuff doesn’t touch anything as it has 
a preference to stick to its new found friend and not your model. I 
suspended mine from a hook [17]. The best thing is to roll it into a 
sausage and apply this along the edge you want to mask. The 
shape of the sausage helps to get the over-sprayed effect as the 
edges of the camouflage were deliberately not hard edged on the 
real aircraft (having said that, mine turned out to be harder-edged 
than I would have liked). A useful tip if you intend to send your 
daughter to the toy shop to buy the stuff for you - don’t. Faced with a 
choice of plain colour or one with fine bits of glitter in it, you know 
what she’ll choose. It’s amazing where those glittery bits get to and 
I’m still finding bits now, irredeemably keyed into the surface of the 
paintwork beneath layers of Klear and varnish! 

I used Polyscale Non-Specular Intermediate Blue, ANA 608, plus 
some white to undercoat the fuselage sides, fin and rudder. In fact I 
experimented with Humbrol HU 5 and Lifecolor UA045 Intermediate Blues before deciding the 
Polyscale one was a closer match to photos. I then used a mix of Paynes Grey, yellow ochre and 
zinc white oil paints to pre-shade and pre-highlight the N-S IB. I then mixed Paynes Grey, yellow 
ochre, zinc white, deep ultramarine blue and cobalt blue to get a mix that closely matched 
photographs [15] and lightly airbrushed this over the top.  

Once this had dried, I used Silly Putty with paper strips 
to mask it off ready for the Non-Specular Sea Blue, ANA 
607 [18]. I used Glossy Sea Blue, ANA 623 plus Liquin, 
etc, for the first coat but it turned out too grey owing to 
the primer beneath. I let this dry and gave it a rub over 
with micromesh 8000 grit before doing some pre-
highlight brush painting. The top coat was 50/50 Glossy 
Sea Blue and Azure Blue, with grey 28 added to tone 
down the colour for fabric surfaces. This was airbrushed 
on using Post-It! notes as loose masks. I had some blow 
through onto the Intermediate Blue where the Silly Putty 
had parted company with a paper strip which was 
annoying. 

I used a mix of Humbrol IJN Grey with Rowney Gold 
Ochre oil paint to airbrush the exhaust stains. The idea 
of the gold ochre was to cancel out the blue colour 
underneath (it is all to do with complementary colours) 
so the stain was nice and grey. Unfortunately it didn’t do 
this and so I ended up with the wrong colour. Oh, and 

the airbrush spattered the paint far beyond where it was supposed to go, despite being well thinned. 
I daubed a bit of dark grey/brown paint around close to the exhausts and decided to leave any 

17 Hanging like a smoked 
haddock, it was vital not 
to let the Silly Putty touch 
anything. Other than that 
problem, it provides a 
quick and convenient way 
of masking models. The 
stuff can be re-used time 
and time again . 

18. Pre-highlight has been applied and 
the Intermediate Blue masked off with 
paper and Silly Putty for the Sea Blue to 
be painted. Silly Putty sticks really well to 
newspaper and was a pain to get off 
later! 
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further work on the exhausts until the final matt coat was on. 

 
The airframe was given a light going over with micromesh 8000 and then given two light coatings of 
Klear (with 1/3rd Windowlene mixed in – the ammonia in it thins the Klear and helps it smooth out – 
again my opinion only!). Finally given a polish with 8000 before trying out some stencil decals to see 
how well they go on. Like everything else in this kit, the decals are perfect. I had some silvering so 
used Microsol to remove this. I applied a further coat of the  Klear and Windowlene mix and this 
resulted in a superb finish: numerous light sprays to build up the coating, rather than my usual heavy 
(wet) layer that often has runs and has orange peeling. The decals then went on without problem. I 
used Microset and only resorted to Microsol where the large stars and bars had to adhere to the 
curved and stepped fuselage. Allow plenty of time for decaling – it took me three long evenings to 
do – and still I missed off the numbers which go on the wheel bay doors! One of the aircraft options 
in the kit had grey in the stars & bars rather than white, so I used one of these for the marking on the 
white underside so it was nicely shaded for me. 

Once set, the model was given a light wipe with washing up water (best to do this before you use it 
for washing up, rather than afterwards!) and given a further layer of Klear (+W) to seal in the decals. 
The panel lines were painted in using a mix of oil paints with linseed oil to aid flow. It went easily and 
neatly into the finely engraved panel lines. Very little spilt from the edges and that which did was 

Engine 3: A photo-etched cable harness locates between the reduction box housing and front cylinder bank. This 
was very straightforward to bend into position and I painted it afterwards in an oil paint mix that was supposed to 
represent green cloth type insulation but actually ended up a rather nice gold colour (no, I don’t know how I 
managed that, either!) so I left it. Eduard kindly provide a Makers emblem and data plate for attaching to the 
engine – nice touch! 

Engine 1: The engine is a gem of a thing. The engine block and cylinders are made up from two mouldings. In 
the left picture you can see that I have partly cut away the sprues holding one of these, but left three in place so I 
can hold the part for painting and assembly. In the second picture the engine block has been pained in “engine 
grey” and then masked off using Liquid Micromask. The cylinders were then airbrushed with a mix of Alclad Dark 
Aluminium and Jet Exhaust. Alclad Aluminium was then sprayed through a loose mask cut from card so as to pick 
out a rectangle where each cylinder was in the light. Once dry and the liquid mask removed, the cylinder were 
given a wash with a dark grey mixed from Paynes Grey and orange oil paints with linseed oil to make it nice and 
fluid to run into the nooks and crannies. The push rod sleeves were brush painted with a dark grey oil paint mix. 
The third photo shows the assembly of the reduction box….. 

Engine 2: The reduction box at the front has an insert for the accessories (magneto’s?) that also traps the 
propeller shaft in place so that it is free to rotate (mine will eventually be glued in place, because after having 
highlighted and shaded the propeller, it will look distinctly odd if it has spun round the wrong way). Anyway, 
prior to assembly the reduction gear cover and engine blocks were painted in what is supposed to be 
“engine grey”. This grey seems to vary enormously when you look at colour photographs and is sometimes 
nearly blue. I chose my preferred colour, but really I think it should be darker. This was then given a shade 
tone from beneath and detail shading picked out by hand brush.  

Engine.



10 

wiped off using a finger. A grey mixed from Ivory black and zinc white was used for the white 
undersides, Paynes Grey, Van-Dyke brown and zinc white for the Intermediate Blue and the same 
mix, but without the white, for the Sea Blue. Lines were brushed in over the decals [19,20,21]. 

I applied Humbrol matt varnish over the surfaces and used various silver crayons to mark wear and 
tear on the model. I have learnt that it is best to exercise restraint doing this as it can easily go too 
far and be difficult to recover from. I next found that I had mislaid my box of pastel colours for doing 
the weathering so was unable to do any further exhaust residues, powder stains or dirt & grime. 
However, I had some Tamiya pastels for oil stains and applied this where fuel splashes can be 
expected and also weathered the “19” decals along the fuselage sides. I also used some ANA 623 
blue to represent scratches to the markings around the cockpit entry areas. 

The various lights were picked out in transparent amber, red and green as indicated in the 
instruction sheet, followed by chrome silver to improve reflection. For the wheels, I painted the inside 
of the hubs very dark grey and the outsides in white before gluing the halves together. The tyre 
halves were sprayed dark grey before removing from the sprue. They were then glued together, 
trapping the hubs between them. A rough 
abrasive was used around the join line and 
also to sand a flat onto each tyre. My 
intention was to load up my model with a drop 
tank and bombs, so to have no tyre flat visible 
would be wrong. The sanded areas were then 
airbrushed with grey. The oil paint mix used 
for the panel lines beneath the aircraft was 
also used on the wheel hubs. The result looks 
neat and I did not have to use the masks 
supplied in the kit. 

19, 20, 21  Panel lines painted in using oil paints with linseed oil to aid flow. This was found to be really easy to apply 
over a good gloss finish, but does take two or three days to dry fully (longer in winter months, probably. Liquin could 
be used as an alternative, but it has a reduced working time of about an hour before you would need to do a fresh 
mix). 

The inside of cowling has been finished in 
Grumman grey (which is a fairly pale), although as 
my version has a later version of cowling interior 
green or chromate yellow may be more accurate. I 
darkened the shade towards the rear of the cowling 
by airbrushing Humbrol 67, making use of 
dampened kitchen towel as a quick & dirty way of 
masking against the paint going onto other areas. 
 
 

Exhaust stubs were 
undercoated in light brown 
before attaching to the 
aircraft. These were then 
painted with various tones 
mixed from red–brown oil 
paint – I was delighted with 
the result, shame it is mostly 
hidden under the cowling! 
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The machine guns have the 
detail of the holes in the barrel 
jackets. These were filled with 
black paint and the jacket itself 
painted dark grey on top and 
(almost) black beneath. A very 
narrow white strip was painted 
along the top of the jackets as a 
highlight and carefully blended 
in. A pale brass colour is applied 
where the jacket ends to 
represent a reducing insert 
between the jacket and barrel on 
the real guns. Some miniscule 
dabs of white oil paint were 
applied here and there to pick 
out the end of the barrels and 
location of the perforations in the 
jacket. What I did here comes 
under the category of having 
some fun and trying out some 
ideas. If it goes wrong, you can 
just wipe off the oil paint and 
cover it in Humbrol gunmetal 
instead! 

Well, that’s about it! How can I 
summarise the kit and my build 
of it? The Eduard kit is probably 
one of the best kits around: 
beautifully engineered and 
detailed, it provides an excellent 
basis for expert and novice alike. 
A good choice for those of you 
who would like to try photoetch 
for the first time. You do not need 
to buy any extras, but those 
experts amongst you who love 
superdetailing will find this a first 
class platform to work from. As to 
my build, I think I became 
frustrated as I felt I was not doing this kit justice nor obtaining the results I had imagined in my mind. 
Silly really, and completely unnecessary as the whole idea is to enjoy the hobby and the end result 
doesn’t look too bad at all! 

The bombs assemble up from plastic and PE parts. The fins need to 
be folded up and this turned out to be quite easy, although they do 
not seem to be perfectly square (but I doubt if you would notice had I 
not mentioned it). They also have lovely impellers as PE parts that 
you have to tweak to shape. They look really good, but I managed to 
loose one and, would you believe it, there is no spare of this 
particular item, unlike most other parts. Naturally, I closely followed 
the instructions and glued them to the back of the bomb casing, but a 
later look at the photo of bombs being loaded onto a Skyraider show 
them to be within the fin area and so you should really make a little 
shaft for them. The photo also shows the bombs to be in a “washed-
out” pale green which, after spending a considerable amount of time 
mixing paint, came out almost completely unlike the real thing (I used 
Humbrol 31 light green plus white 130 and a touch of Sap Green oil 
paint). A pair of bands were masked off on each bomb and 
airbrushed in a pale red-brown mix of Humbrol flesh and brown 62. 
The yellow noses were sprayed using a draughtsman’s plastic circle 
guide as a loose mask. The fuse caps were then hand brushed 
Metalcoat dull aluminium and left for a wash to be applied later. 

The propeller moulding was carefully cleaned up and then pressed onto a piece of 
plastic sprue to use as a holder during painting. I marked this with a permanent 
marker to identify which side of the propeller would face upward as this would be 
painted in lighter tones than the underside. First the application of Alclad grey 
primer and then white enamel where the light would catch on the propeller tips. 
Yellow was then lightly sprayed over so that the white and grey coats beneath 
would do the highlighting and shading for me. This was left to dry thoroughly before 
Tamiya tape was applied to do the blades. Getting each stripe the same width and 
nice and square can be a bit of a hurdle and I have tried different approaches in the 
past with varying success.  

This time I cut a thin strip of Tamiya tape 36mm long. One end was butted against the hub of the propeller and then it was 
laid out along the centre of the blade. The other end marked where the mask was to be positioned over the yellow tip. This 
was repeated for the other two blades and I found this to be an easy way to get the masking evenly done. The blades were 
airbrushed with a mix of Revell Anthracite grey and Humbrol blue 104 as the photo I was using as a reference (the one with 
the bombs being loaded onto a Skyraider) showed a bluey-grey tone. Ivory black oil paint was then applied “from beneath” 
to shade the blades. The hub is finished in Intermediate Blue. 
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Finally built. Well not quite, decals are still to be added to the propeller and front undercarriage doors. The aerial is 
to be rigged and the mast painted. I seem to have lost one of the bomb hangers so I will need to make a 
replacement before the bombs can be fitted. There are some braces to be added to the drop tank plus some 
overall tidying up, paint chipping, pastelling and matting down. It would also look better on a section of flight deck 
with some crew, so I’ll be adding that to my “to do” list!             
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Lurching from one disaster to another – or how to build a custom 
car in a hurry! 
By Russell Eden 
 
For the US competition I decided to leave military vehicles alone and build something from one of 
my many other interests – a LeadSled. 

What’s a leadsled I hear you ask? 

Basically when hot rodding started in the forties the American youth used to strip everything off the 
cars to make them go faster. As these youths grew up they decided they needed a bit of comfort 
and so the custom was born – usually a fairly new car which was then roof chopped, lowered and 
having all the chrome and door handles removed, often with trim from other cars fitted in its place. 
As fibreglass wasn’t around there was only one filler available – lead. Thus these cars became very 
heavy and not suitable for drag racing from lights, but were used to cruise instead. Hence the name 
– Lead Sled. 

They have also been called land yachts or boats due to the lack of speed and handling – mine 
should have been christened the Titanic in hindsight! 

   

 

The most famous car used for building a leadsled is a 1949 Mercury – first chopped by the Barris 
brothers in 1950 – see the pic above for a radically chopped and flamed sled. 

Revell, as luck would have it, released a custom chopped ’49 merc in 2007. The only other merc 
custom kits were unchopped and you had to buy a resin chopped body – one of my future projects! 

I got mine for my birthday at the beginning of July and decided to enter it into the US competition. 
Giving me under 3 wks to build it – not a good move as I was to find out. 

I ordered some decals and wheels from the US, as you may well know I can never build anything 
standard!  

The kit is lovely and goes together very well. I decided to build the kit ‘kerbside’ as it is known – so 
no opening bonnet or doors – this meant I only had to build the main block of the engine and not 
worry about the detailing – this kit was going to about wheels and paint! No weathering on this baby! 

The chassis is in 2 main parts – the frame and the chassis with interior. The frame was assembled 
and sprayed satin black. The wheels were too fat to fit in the arched so instead of cutting the car up I 
cut the wheels down, by 3mm. Disks and mounting pins were added from another car kit and these 
were fitted to the chassis. The engine block was then attached and I had a rolling chassis – all pretty 
event free so far, apart from slicing my finger open whist trimming the tyres down – ow! Still it’s not a 
good job unless you bleed on it, or so my dad used to say!  

After a quick look round Halfords for a suitable colour I settled on Ford Pacific Green – more of a 
teal than a green as it turned out. 
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The interior was sprayed an off white – I think my Games Workshop white is past its sell by date! 
The panelling on the seats was painted a Games Workshop green – the best green I had to hand! 
The dash was sprayed the body colour and decals applied to it. 

Here’s the first sign of trouble, or a small iceberg in the way of my journey – the decals are too big 
for the recesses on the dash. Uh oh. Using MicroSol on one decal made matters worse as it 
crumpled into the recess – oops. The rest of the decals were laid on top of the recesses a left to dry 
slightly raised up. Not that you’d notice as the lowered roof gets in the way! 

Once the interior was finished it was masked off and the chassis sprayed satin black. The chassis 
was then attached to the frame. Not bad, going well so far… 

The body was rubbed down to remove all the visible mould lines and then primered. It was then 
rubbed down again to remove all the newly visible mould lines! Once I was happy with primer it was 
time for a main coat of green. 

I should explain that I was cat sitting at a friends’ whilst building this kit so had only a few of my 
usual resources. The spraying was done outside either in the back garden or at work. 

 

The primed sled 

 

Lesson one - spraying outside – 
check which way the wind is 
blowing and stay out of it! I now 
have some very small green dots 
on my glasses. 

After a few coats of green and a 
couple of days drying it was 
ready for the decals. 

These were a nightmare – the 
larger ones split on immersion in 
water and were difficult to fit as 
they split once on the model too. 
Most were lined up ok, 

eventually, after much swearing and sweating – no spares and no time order more. Several of the 
cracks needed touching up which involved lots of different Games Workshop reds and a bit of 
mixing. The pinstripes were then added – these were the kit decals so went on ok. 

After a days drying it was time for some clear lacquer.  

Lesson two - spraying outside – make sure your kit is well secured, especially if a gust of wind 
blows it off the wire it was hanging and it hits the floor – ouch! Panic! Swear! Calm down and check 
the damage – one large scrape on the boot – not good but a after a light rub down and touch up it 
looked ok. With a decal over it, it looked even better! Ok now more lacquer. 

Lesson three – make sure the decals have had a day to dry or the lacquer crinkles them – Noooo!! 
Fortunately they recovered and the only noticeable damage was where I interfered and creased one 
trying to make it flat. 

Lesson four – don’t panic – there’s nothing you can do with lacquer until it’s dry. 

More lacquer – this went opaque and turned the car grey in places – why me? After a chat with Paul 
Adams – he said it was fine, don’t worry just use more lacquer – easy for him to say as I’m 
panicking! 

Even more lacquer – a really heavy coat this time – uh oh – it’s got runs on one side – this car was 
sent to try me. 

See lesson four.  

After another chat with Paul I rubbed down the lacquer runs and splodges where I tried to rescue it, 
being very careful to avoid wrecking the decals. The runs were then touched up by brush where 
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needed. The overdose of lacquer had melted a decal on one side – luckily after cutting up some of 
the unused decals I made this good – phew. 

The body was then lacquered again – this was done on Tuesday before the competition – eek! 

Left over night to dry and was given another coat first thing in the morning. Once dry the windows 
and all the chrome work was fitted – very carefully – I’d already rubbed down several fingerprints in 
the lacquer. 

I left the windscreen wipers off as they were not very well moulded – I might get some etch ones in 
the future. 

Once at the competition night I found the roof had a scuff in the lacquer from the journey there – I 
blame Dale’s driving! I think it needed yet more time to dry. Another lesson learnt. 

The car from a 
distance looks great, in 
my humble opinion. 
Close up is another 
matter. It was one big 
learning curve and I 
shall apply all my 
learnt lessons on my 
next car project – I 
shall be building my 
perfect leadsled – if I 
can’t do it in real life I’ll 
do it in model form! 

Until then I’m going 
back to muddy, dusty 
and battered tanks! 
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Russian Newport 17 
By Tony Adams 

Due to the number of contributions I’ve had this month for which I am eternally grateful, I have 
decided to slip the second part of this build to next month. The fact that this gets me out of writing an 
article in a hurry because I have left I to the last minute (rather like how I used to do my homework) 
is purely coincidental. Here’s a sneak preview of the completed model. 

 

The Assen Assassin Pt2 
By Paul Adams 

I smaller than expected update this month…. 

Further to last month’s gripping instalment (what do you mean, you weren’t gripped!), I ordered a 
can of Tamiya TS23 so I could compare it to the Zero light blue. At the time of writing I have yet to 
test this paint against the decals, but the cap colour looks promising. I’ve become so frustrated with 
this problem, that I have been considering doing a different paint scheme. The test bike looks a 
good option, but its 100% carbon finish may prove too big of a hurdle to complete before mid 
November! 

As the body parts were stalling, I set about painting smaller parts, which I normally take an age to 

get around to doing. These parts are essential, but 
nevertheless, not as much fun as the body parts!!  I 
started with the engine, which after gluing and 
cleaning up was given two light coats of grey primer. 
The 800cc engines now used in MotoGP differ from 
the 990cc replica in the Tamiya kit. Not much but a 
few parts have been moved about. As it’s largely 
hidden when finished, I decided to just apply the 
correct colours to it.  I applied two light coats of Zero 
black and painted the cylinder heads with Alclad Steel 
followed with a couple of coats of acrylic flat varnish. 
The heads were then masked off leaving the 
crankcase exposed. Another coat of black and two 
coats of 2 part clear readied the surface for Mr Hobby 
plate silver. I’m unsure what secret ingredient the 
Japanese have in their water, but my goodness, can 
they produce some superb paints!! The silver yields a 

very good, machined aluminium finish unlike any other paint I’ve used. The cam cover was 
airbrushed      Humbrol steel and later polished. The smaller parts were given various treatments of 
Alclad, finishing with the clutch cover coated with a mix of Alclad burnt metal and aluminium. A little 
detail painting and the parts were brought together. The picture shows the engine 90% complete. [1] 

 

 

 
 [1] 



17 

The resin wheels were primered and airbrushed again 
using the Zero Jet Black and clearcoat route. A Hobby 
Design turned valve help finish off the look. The tyres 
on all bike kits have an annoying seam that requires 
removal and this task is completed using 800 and 
1200 grit sandpapers. A clean with acylic thinner to 
remove debris and marks was followed by the 
‘Michelin’ decals. I discarded the Renaissance ones 
for some freebies from Dexter models.  The 
weathering was done on them with acrylics mixed from 
buff, orange and flat black. The Tamiya front disks 
were used painted with Humbrol and Tamiya 
Gunmetal paints. The finish is far enough apart to 
demonstrate the different materials used. A photoetch 

ABS sensor sits in the middle of the disk. The rear disk is photoetch with just the centre painted 
Humbrol Gunmetal and gently buffed. [2] 

 

The frame and swingarm had been together for 
sometime, but purposely left without paint. When I am 
happy that the test-fitting phase of the build is over, 
only then will paint be applied. In this instance 
Halfords Satin Black was used to imitate the anodised 
black finish, a standard colour seen on factory 
Yamaha’s for many years. I struggled a little to get a 
smooth finish, and only after the last heavy, wet coat, 
did I get the look I was after. The shock absorber parts 
were painted in various Alclad’s and the Tamiya 
upgrade pre-painted yellow spring inserted. This assembly simply screws into place on the 
swingarm. [3] 

 

I have managed to start the lengthy task of covering 
several parts with carbon fibre decal. The complex 
shape of these parts requires a template (made from 
laying strips of Tamiya masking tape over the part) to 
be created which then forms the basis for the shape of 
the decal. Some parts get just one oddly shaped 
decal, others two or more. I completed the rear 
mudguard, exhaust shroud, clutch cover and fork 
protectors with Modellers carbon decal. I think I use 
the wrong weave size, as it can barely been seen 
beneath two coats of clear! I’ve still several other parts 
to do, including the airbox on the frame. [4] 

 

 

The exhaust pipe has provided another frustrating 
job. After priming I used Zero black for a base 
upon which Alclad Duraluminium was added. 
Over this went Tamiya’s enamel clears of blue 
and orange and Testors purple pearl. The result 
isn’t bad, but I’m not happy with it. The first two 
thirds look fine, but the silencer end is just not 
accurate enough for my demanding standards!! 
Before stripping the paint off, I will try and correct 
the problems as I see them. Close but no cigar! 
[5] 

 

[2] 

 
[3] 

 
[4] 

 [4] 
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Hopefully there will be a bigger update next month and we’ll see if we can get some paint on the 
fairing and tank before the deadline looms too near!! 

 

New Boxes 
By Roger Doswell 
Hasegawa  J35 Draken, 1/48 

 Like a few modellers I know, this has been on 
my wish list for some time, so when it was 
announced I could not wait to get my grubby 
little mitts on one. My chance came at the Avon 
show in back in August, when one of the 
traders was knocking them out for 20 quid. 
Having parted with my well earned cash, 
rushed back to the branch table and tore open 
the box to examine the contents. 

So what do you get for the money? My first 
impression was the sprues look lost in the box, 
but when these were examined, the quality 

was exceptional, nicely engraved detail with no major surprises. It looks from the way the kit is 
engineered that different variants will be in the pipeline. 

This looks to be a quality kit, and I am certainly looking forward to seeing if it goes together as well  
as I have read in recent reviews. 

However, if any one else has this or intends to purchase one, I would recommend the 

Aries/ Quickboost cockpit set as the kit version is rather basic. 

There are other aftermarket goodies, but in my opinion, these do not justify the extra expense- 
unless you are intending to produce a completion model. 

Highly recommended 

 

Hobby boss 1/48  F105D Thunderchief. 
As far am aware this is not yet currently available in 
the UK, so mine was ordered from lucky models in 
Hong Kong. 

Again like the Draken, a new tooling has been long 
overdue, although having built several of the 
Monogram / Revell kits it still stands up well. 

First impressions were very favourable with no raised 
detail, and full engine detail, separate spoilers and 
flaps. However some aspects need to be addressed, 
firstly the cannon is provided separately but the 
access door s to show it off are in one piece and need 
to be cut, added to this there is no detail on the inside, just a flat face I was lucky in that I still had a 
resin gun and access doors from a previous build and will use these instead. 

The kit seat should be relegated to the soft furnishings department as it bears no resemblance to 
the real thing, the wheels look suspect and the inner faces of the landing gear doors are flat faces 
with no detail. All these will be replaced by items pinched from the revel kit in my stash. No doubt 
the aftermarket manufacturers will release some replacements in due course. 

For those who like to have their models bombed up there is a  reasonable selection of stores 
included, although strangely no centreline TER- again the Revell kit will come to the rescue. 

Markings wise, just two SEA camouflaged one with rather naughty nose art by the refuelling point! – 
Just a point to any one making a thud, every fifth aircraft had the camo pattern reversed, so 
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checking the references is advised, also regarding the RHAW and strike camera under the nose 
(which also seems dubious in the kit) some had both, while others had just the RHAW , and indeed 
some lacked both. 

This is not intended to put people off, but to highlight what I feel are deficiencies- a good model is 
possible from the box. I have not started the build, but from experience with previous kits from 
Hobby boss I would not anticipate any problems. 

 

 

 

From Simon De Montfalcon 

Would the owner of vehicle registration number XX 320 please re-read the parking regulations; 
people are unable to open their car doors and my Landrover appears to have been scratched! 

Squadron Leader Roger D. Ram-Jet   

Base Commander  
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Club Diary 
 

September 17 Club Night 

October 15 Test Trout “Best Of British!” 

November 19 Annual Competition 

December 17 Christmas Evening. 

January 21 Test Trout Competition 

February 18 Club Night 

March 19 Club Night 

April 15 St George and Test Trout Competition 

May 20 Club Night 

June 17 Club Night 

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday September 17th (8pm to 10pm) 

Ampfield Village Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Pat Camp 

Paul Adams 

Roger Doswell 

Russell Eden 

Keith Farmer 

Simon De Montfalcon 

 

Contact Info 

Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 / 07736 555664, email aadams@iee.org 

Paul Adams Tel: 02380 398858 

Vic Short Tel: 01794 511843 

 

Happy modelling!  

Remember …. Just Say No…. 


