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October 08. 

This Month 
Another bumper edition of Update features 
Brain Boot’s notes on decal making plus 
photos of the models he brought along to 
Septembers meeting. Also featured a show 
report and photos from IPMS Farnborough 
Modelfest, part 1 of what will very likely be a 
long ongoing saga as I build a Dambuster 
Lancaster. Dale makes his debut to these 
pages as he describes his build of HMS King 
George V plus an accompanying E class 
destroyer in 1/700. 

We also find out far too much information 
about Pat and Gary’s domestic 
arrangements! 

Right lets get on with it, here’s Paul Adams 
to talk about competitions 

It’s Competition time! 
These competitions come around fast don’t they!! So, this months Test Trout, the last for 2008, has 
Best of British as its theme. Hopefully you will have a model in your collection that fits, with what is a 
broad subject. The usual rules apply. Richard will bring the trophy with him I’m sure, to hand over to 
a new winner, or back to himself!  

Talking of Competitions…. 
I have had a few months to muse over the way forward for the club following the discussions in 
August, a summary of which was featured in last months update. 

Two things stood out from that talk. First, it was felt that there were too many competition evenings 
and, secondly, some club members felt disadvantaged by the competition themes, which were not 
broad enough. It has always been the intention that competition evenings were a way of motivating 
members to complete new models, improve their work - should they desire, and to obtain inspiration 
and knowledge for their other projects. Above all else, they should be fun. To this end, and with the 
club’s earlier format in mind, I would like to announce several changes for 2009. 

Test Trout: We will retain this competition, but it will only be run annually. I expect to have the 
competition in April. I figure that this will give members plenty of time over the winter to complete 
their themed model. The theme for April 2009 will be ‘Airfix’. This will allow any model, any scale, of 
any subject, provided the kit, or base kit has been manufactured by Airfix. I would like to encourage 
members to build something new for this theme – everybody has an Airfix kit in their ‘stash’, so now 
you have an excuse to make it! Lets see a table full of Nimrods!! Further, manufacturer based 
themes, will be confirmed in the New Year. If the theme proves popular enough, we may have 
another Test Trout after the summer. 

Hobbyboss: It was evident from the amount of entries for what was effectively an annual 
competition, that there was little point in continuing with this theme, though this kit manufacturer 
maybe used for a future Test Trout. 

What’s Going On Here? 
This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a 
multitalented group of plastic modellers based in 
Southern Hampshire. We cater for all modelling 
genres and skill levels from beginners to well 
seasoned gurus. 

We generally meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the 
month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, 
where we often run workshops and club competitions 
but more importantly have a good natter about our 
hobby. We also attend most of the local model shows, 
where we exhibit our member’s completed projects. 

We have an open door policy so if you want to  
sample how we can help you get more out of your 
hobby or just come and have a friendly chat (tea and 
biscuits provided) please feel free to just turn up 
(see last page for details).  



2 

American Trophy/St Georges Trophy: Once more we will continue with these competitions, but on 
a bi-annual basis. Next summers competition will be St Georges, followed by the American Trophy 
in 2010. 

Annual Competitions: I have decided to make some small changes to the Annuals, mainly in 
keeping with the turnover of model making currently in the club. We will have single category only 
for the following classes:   

• Military Vehicles 

• Figures 

• Civilian Vehicles 

• Ships 

Only Aircraft will have two categories  

• 1/72nd and below  

• above 1/72nd. 

We will also continue with:  

• Dioramas 

• Miscellaneous 

• Photographic 

In keeping with the fun element, I’d like to introduce a new category, namely the 

‘I ran out of ‘ class. The class will be for those modellers whose desires and expectations got the 
better of them when starting their new project, and failed miserably to get it finished! The competition 
entry slip will include a space for the modeller to complete his or her lame or amusing excuse…’I ran 
out of’…glue, paint, time, talent etc, the funnier, the better!  Models still on sprues in boxes, will not 
be eligible!  In fairness to those modellers who have completed models in competition, the ‘I ran out 
of’ class winner will not be eligible for the Best in Show, John Cox Memorial Trophy.  

I hope you all like these changes. There will be a maximum of four competition evenings next year, 
so with a more open theme and more time in between the evenings, I look forward to seeing more 
entries from our membership. This will leave at least 8 evenings, some of which will be ‘club’ nights 
and others with which we can fill with demos, feature modellers, talks etc. Anyone with ideas for 
these, please contact Vic, Tony or Paul.    

Yeovilton FAA Autumn show 
The club is due to display at this show on Saturday 18th October. We have 18 foot of space booked 
and so we will need models to fill it! This is always a popular venue with clubs and traders and so is 
worth a trip. Due to work commitment’s, Paul Adams is unable to attend.  I am told that Brain 
Doswell will be going, along with Vic Short. Those wishing to go, please contact Phil or Vic for 
further details. 

Farnborough Show    
By Paul Adams 

The club visited the IPMS Farnborough show for the fourth year on Sunday 21st September. In 
attendance were Vic Short, Paul Adams, Mark Metters and making his show debut, Russell Eden. 
Navigating the journey for Vic, Paul and Mark was Yoda…. Club members visiting (read shopping!) 
were Richard Stewart, Tony Adams and Dale Koppi. 

We managed to fill the 12 foot space allocated with models to spare which was just as well as Paul’s 
2004 Yamaha didn’t travel well and broke a shock carrier causing a rather saggy bottomed look to 
the bike! It was great to see such variety on the table, including Russell’s excellent figures. The 
lovely weather didn’t help numbers through the door and so we had a quiet day at the table. As 
ever, the quality of models on display was high, most notable included last months speaker Brian 
Boot’s awesome 1/24th scale P-47 Thunderbolt with working prop and lights!  



3 

More about the Farnborough ‘Modelfest’  
By Tony Adams 

On Sunday 21st September the club had 18” of table space at IPMS Farnborough’s Modelfest. The 
event was well attended by club members, both those doing their duty behind our stand and those 
putting in the real hard day’s work cruising the show and parting with lots of cash. I would like to say 
I made copious notes of the various stands and participating clubs in order to bring you a 
comprehensive report…. But I didn’t so I will have let the photos tell the story of an enjoyable day. 

Romsey Modellers Table 
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The rest of the show 
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From our Foreign Correspondent 
By Pat Camp 

I sent this message to some friends back in England – you may find it amusing to read as 
well……….. 

 

From Pat Camp 

Subject: Re: Okay - what do I do???? 

Let me share my dilemma with you and let me know what you would do….. 

When Melissa was here last month we found a couple of scorpions in a small amount of leaf litter 
that had gathered around the bench seat in the lane in front of the house. It freaked us out a bit as 
we didn’t realise there were scorpions in France, or at least not to be found in a built-up village. 

I’ve checked the leaf litter from time to time and seen no others, so thought little more about it. I 
mentioned it to some friends in the next village and they said “are they black ones with clear legs?” 
to which I replied “yes”. They then told me that a sting on the forearm would swell it (the arm, that is, 
not the scorpion) to the size of a football. 

The entrance to my little house has shutters before the front door. I opened these this evening and 
brushed past a scorpion at shoulder height. It seems the couple we saw last month has had a baby 
– it was a little under an inch long. I used a brush to sweep it away from the house. 

I wonder how many babies they had, and are there any in the cellar beneath my feet, waiting to 
climb up through the various gaps around pipes and cables? If I was not “twitchy” before, I am now 
having Googled for information. Seems the blighters are pretty commonplace and are quite happy to 
have a jaunt across your legs whilst you sleep at night. 

One of the preventative measures is to place lavender on the window sills to keep them out, as it 
seems they are deterred by it (makes you wonder why they came to Provence, doesn’t it!). 

So, what is my dilemma? It is that Melissa arrives on Saturday for a week. She is bound to notice a 
change in my behaviour, such as my wearing welly boots and gardening gloves all the time (even 
when indoors), my reeking of lavender and the bucket-loads of the stuff blocking the doors and 
windows, my checking through the bed clothes before getting in and shaking out my shoes and 
clothes before putting them on. But I can’t tell her about the scorpions, can I – she won’t visit me? 

What would you do? 

Pat 

 

From: Paul Adams  
To: Camp Patrick 
Subject: Re: Okay - what do I do???? 

Don't mention the scorpions......get her a pair of wellies and gloves too and tell her you have 
something kinky in mind for later!!!! 

To explain the bed clothes shaking - you are preparing the love nest.... 

..and the lavender....Ask her what she thinks of your new aftershave....tell her all the men are 
wearing it in Provence... 

I should be in marriage guidance!!   

Ed: Now there’s an idea - I think Paul has just volunteered for a “Dear Paul” Column…  
Gary is likely to be his first customer (see next page) 



6 

Pat: This what my boss advised….: 

From: Glugla Manfred  
Sent: 18 September 2008 11:09 
Subject: RE: Okay - what do I do???? 

If lavender is a repellent to scorpions then how about buying Melissa Provence perfume and shower 
gel? 

The natural predators of scorpions are centipedes (non poisonous), bats (noisy, but you won’t hear 
it) and lizards. You could cultivate your house such that they would feel comfortable in the 
surroundings. 

Finally, scorpions are known for cannibalism. Depending on the number of babies your couple had 
the problem might sort out by itself… 

Manfred  

 

What’s your home life like? 
By Gary Jarman 

A while back Vic commented that he didn’t know how I managed to churn so many kits out and he 
wondered what my wife thought about my hobby. I’d never really thought about it before, so, as an 
exercise, I got my wife to agree that we should both keep a diary on a typical weeknight. 

I’ve put the entries in time order, those prefixed by G are from my diary and those with a J are from 
Judys diary. 

J 16:30 – Picked the kids up from school. They were very hyper. Let them play outside. Started to 
work on my OU assignment, all going well until Luca rode his bike into Calvin as part of a game, 
Calvin has just come inside, followed by Luca. Must go, they’ve started fighting. 

J 16:50 – Finally got them calmed down, they are now watching Spongebob Squarepants. House is 
all peaceful, can continue with my assignment. 

G 17:00 - Got back from work. Kids are sitting watching TV. Took them outside, played some 
games. Luca fell off his bike, said it was Calvin’s fault, stormed inside. It’s nice to spend lots of 
quality time with the kids, just such a pity they argue so much. 

J 17:10 – Luca has come in crying. Comforted him. Went downstairs. Gary and Calvin were packing 
up outside. Kids all hyper again. Oh well, may as well start supper. 

G 17:20 – Tried speaking to Judy but she’s making supper and the kids are playing up. Probably 
best I stay out the way. I’ll set the table for supper and then try find that Hornet ejection seat. Where 
could I have put it? I swear that last night after painting it I put it back in the box.  

G 17:30 – I don’t know! I can’t find the bl**dy thing! Oh well, I’ll find it one day (soon)  hopefully. 
Guess I may as well paint the Hornet undercarriage, hopefully it’ll be dry enough for me to mask and 
paint some detail on later tonight. 

J 17:40 – Supper almost ready, found a pile of 5 forks and 4 knives in the middle of the table 
surrounding a bottle of tomato sauce and the salt and pepper. Luca and Calvin are now in their 
rooms not talking to each other.  

G 18:10 – Supper was good. I cleaned up afterwards. Judy and the boys still chatting at the table. 
It’s nice that we have supper together.  

G 18:20 - Washing up done, Calvin watching Mythbusters – again, Judy still chatting to Luca. Guess 
I may as well mask that canopy until it’s the kids bedtime. 

J 18:30 - Finally got Luca to eat his food, not sure which is more, the amount he ate or the amount 
he spilled on the floor and table. B*ggered if I’m going to clean up, if Gary’s so keen on cleaning up 
he can do it. He always leaves me to feed Luca. Calvin and Gary of course wolfed their food down 
and then Gary washed the plates. Suppose I should be thankful but it would be nice if he didn’t 
hover over me, soapy water dripping from his hands, dishcloth over one shoulder as I take my last 
two mouthfuls of food before he whisks the plate out from under me. 
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G 18:45 – mmmm almost the kids bedtime, better help out.  

J 18:45 Just as I’d got Luca settled into doing his reading homework (he really does hate doing it) 
Gary came out the garage and shouted ‘boys, go upstairs, get into your pyjamas and brush your 
teeth’ then disappeared back into the garage. Luca took this as an excuse to run away from me 
hoping not to have to do his homework. I called him back, he burst into tears. 

G 18:55 – okay, canopy masked, first coat of paint applied. Boys are probably ready, let me go help 
Judy. Luca has been crying. He really hates his homework. Judys looking a bit edgy, I guess she’s 
having problems getting him to do his homework. I must remember that he brings homework home 
on a Thursday and I’ll do it next time. She has an OU assignment due soon, I tell her to go upstairs 
and get some work done on that and I’ll put the boys to sleep. 

J 18:55 – Gary has told me he’ll help Luca do his homework next week. Mmm, where have I heard 
that before. He’s taken the boys upstairs. I’ll go up and do some work on the assignment. 

G 19:05 – Boys are in their pyjamas with teeth brushed. They chose to play a little rather than have 
a bedtime story. They seem to like that. I’ve given them 15 minutes then it’s bedtime. 15 minutes … 
I’ll go have a look at the Revell Tomcat I bought a while back, maybe I can start on that 

J 19:10 – Trying to get the assignment done. Gary did his usual ‘do you boys want a story or do you 
want to play’ with the boys. Of course they’ll want to play! What does he think?! Luca has just left the 
room having had to be comforted by me because he knelt on a Lego piece which hurt his knee. No 
sign of Gary! 

J 19:20 – Calvin has just left the room having had to be comforted after Luca swung a yo-yo round 
and hit Calvins elbow. 

J 19:30 – Just had to go into the boys room as they were fighting with each other. Calvin waited until 
Luca was playing nicely and hit him to get him back for swinging the yo-yo into him. They both 
started hitting each other and shouting at each other. I stormed into the room and they both burst 
into tears. I’ve put them in bed. Now, let me try get on with the assignment. 

G 19:30 – ooops, sounds like the kids are playing up and it’s over 20 minutes since I left them. Oh 
no, sounds like they’ve disturbed Judy. Let me get up there and put them to bed.  

G 19:35 – wow, the kids have put themselves to bed. Went into the study to speak to Judy, she 
didn’t seem to want to talk, I guess she’s busy with her assignment, better not interrupt her. Anyway, 
now the kids are in bed I can move my stuff from the garage into the kitchen, much more 
comfortable and the tables bigger. 

J 19:35 - Gary has just come into the study and asked how it’s going! How’s it going! How’s it 
GOING!? Fortunately (probably for both of us) I’d packed the sharp scissors away a while earlier. 

G 19:50 – Moved my stuff on to the kitchen table. Was going well until I put the newly painted 
Hornet undercarriage into a puddle of sticky tomato sauce. Looking round I see a lot of peas, 
sweetcorn and rice on the floor and table. Hmm, must ask Judy to make sure the kids don’t mess so 
much.  

J 20:45 – Finished the assignment, sent it off. Ahh, feels good. Let me go see if there’s a movie on 
Sky. Great! Meet Joe Black starts at 9. Maybe Gary and I could watch a movie together. Have asked 
him, he reckons he’ll watch. Brilliant, I’ll pour a glass of wine, we can watch the movie together and 
afterwards … who knows … 

G 20:45 – Judy has just asked if I want to watch a movie. I said yes, I’m sure she won’t mind if I 
move my stuff into the lounge and build as we watch. 

J 21:00 – Gary has just moved all his stuff into the lounge! Well so much for anything happening 
between us later tonight, he’ll be lucky if anything happens between us anytime this month! 

G 21:35 – Trying to do the flaps on the Hornet needed to file quite a lot of plastic away, did it as 
quietly as possible. The movie is pretty slow moving anyway. 

J 21:40 – I can’t believe it! Just at the critical point he starts filing! And to think I was starting to feel 
guilty about hiding that ejection seat. He does seem to be very happy with that white undercarriage 
type part …  
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September’s Meeting 
At our last meeting Brian Boot a member of Farnborough IPMS gave a very interesting talk on decal 
making and motorising models. The prospect of the talk obviously encouraged the turn out with a 
fantastic 18 members turning up on the night, so much for the doom and gloom of recent months. 

Brian brought along a selection of his fantastic models. More photos of Brian’s work can be found at 
http://www.ipms-farnborough.co.uk/html/brian_boot.html. Brian has kindly allowed me to reproduce 
the sheet he gave out on decal making; the handouts on motorisation will be included next month. 
Once again I would like to thank Brian for taking the time to come and talk to us. 
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Notes for Decal Making 
By Brian Boot 

Computer software required: 
Most computers purchased in the last five years will almost certainly have 
graphic programmes that will produce suitable artwork for decal producing. 

Adobe Photoshop is my preferred software but others such as CoralDraw or 
Seriff will produce very good results. Companies on the internet such as 
Amazon sell a variety of graphic programmes to suite most pockets. It is 
essential to master the basics of your graphic programme, learn how the tools 

provided aid you in producing the artwork or effects you are aiming for, this will enable you to get the 
best results from your decal making. 

Computer hardware required: 
Colour laser printers are now becoming more affordable and will give excellent results for producing 
decals on any type of decal paper. However, most of us use a bubble-jet printer and because the 
inks are water based, they are not ideal for producing decals. 

I have used Epson and Canon printers with very good results using specially formulated paper (see 
below). 

A scanner is well worth having for introducing original artwork into your graphics programme. Decals 
you want in different scales can be scanned into your computer then resized as you require. In 
addition, you can scan photos of actual aircraft markings and produced decals after manipulating 
the images in your graphics programme.  An example is illustrated below. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The original drawing of this Gnat was in black & white. I coloured it and used the results 
as a guide to producing the decal sheet seen to the right. I used white decal paper in order to  
produce the white edging around the markings and then surrounded the markings in a matching  
colour to the background of the model thus resolving the problem of printers having no white ink.  
 

Decal Paper: 
A few companies in recent years have produced suitable decal paper specially formatted to use with 
bubble-jet printers. Experts Choice makes the decal paper I have been using for over four years. 
They produce white and clear sheets in A4 size. I recommend using this product. I have tried and 
tested it many times and it has yet to fail me. These A4 sheets are obtainable from Hannants and 
Little Cars. 

You can buy the sheets individually or in packs of three.  Using my method of printing on minimum 
pieces of decal sheet makes the decals you produce reasonably inexpensive. I first print the image I 
will be using for the decal on plain paper to make sure it is correct for colour, size and detail. When 
satisfied with the image I cut a piece of decal paper to cover the image leaving a small margin all 
around. 

I place the decal paper over the printed image on the plain paper sheet, fixing it with small pieces of 
selloptape pressed down firmly; making sure that it will not overlap the image area. After setting the 
printer parameters for the decal, I print out the image on the combined plain paper and attached 
piece of decal sheet, after a few minutes remove the tape and set the decal aside for around an 
hour. 
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Printer Settings when using decal paper: 
With so many makes of bubble-jet printers on the market now, it is difficult to make hard and fast 
rules regarding what settings you should use to get the very best results for your decals. In order to 
get the correct set up for your printer you will need to test various settings. Your printer will have 
settings for  types of paper such as ‘Plain’ ‘Coated’ ‘Matt’ or ‘Gloss’, with each of these settings you 
will of course get different results. To complicate things, the other crucial setting is for print quality 
such as ‘Draft’, ‘Low’ and ‘High’. I suggest you set your printer to Gloss paper or its equivalent and 
try the different quality settings. A little time spent on calibrating your settings will pay off with good 
results. I find it useful to use different settings for different effects.  

Producing Artwork: 
Most modellers will have a box containing spare decals not used in past projects. If you are lucky 
you may find a decal suitable for copying via a scanner, you can adjust this in your graphics 
programme for use in your next project, for example changes in scale and colour. You can at the 
same time clean up any image that has become yellowed by age or repair torn or damaged decals. 
Occasionally you will need to search for images you need, the internet is a good place to start. If all 
else fails you will have to draw the artwork yourself or get someone to do it for you.  

An increase in scale from 1:48 to 1:32 is 133% but keep in mind that models can vary in proportion 
sometimes, so print out a copy of your enlarged decal sheet and cut out critical images to check 
against the subject you are modelling and adjust accordingly.  

If you do have to produce original artwork then scale it up at least four times the intended size. This 
will help in producing a crisp and sharp decal, for when the artwork is reduced to the size required it 
will hide a multitude of sins! It also helps you to produce fine detail far easier if done in a much larger 
scale to begin with. This advice is also useful for any artwork you want to produce with fidelity. 
Before copying your artwork enlarge the image, touch up any blemishes, and smooth out any 
uneven areas. 

The other action that will improve your work is the pixel size of the image. When using your graphics 
programme to produce decals increase the resolution pixels to 600 per inch.  More pixels to an 
image results in better detail and sharpness to your decals. This also applies when scanning an 
image, set a high resolution.  

Printing your decal: 
If you need more than one of the same image on your decal say a roundel, use the copy and paste 
in your graphics programme. It is better to incorporate all the images required for your project onto 
one decal sheet, both for convenience and economy. 

Always print out your decal artwork on spare plain paper before commencing an actual decal print 
and check it for flaws, correct sizing and colour correctness. 

When the decal has dried thoroughly, the images need to be sealed onto the decal paper to protect 
them  from water damage. I use Halfords clear acrylic lacquer and spray a good covering over the 
decal, the lacquer dries fairly rapidly and as well as protecting the decal it also makes it stronger and 
ensures that it will not break up when positioning it onto your model. After 30 minutes the decal will 
be safe to use. 

Do not leave the decal sheet in a container of water, just dip the decal in lukewarm water and 
ensure it is completely wet, leave it for 30 seconds or so then gently slide the image onto your 
model. I use a wetted brush for this task. 

I have used Micro Sol without any great problems, this helps the decal conform to curves and 
difficult areas on models but do not wipe the decal just leave it to settle on its own accord. 
Constantly moving or brushing the decal after applying Micro Sol can lead to bleeding of the colours 
from the decals edges. Just apply Micro Sol to the area that the decal is to be placed and gently 
press it down with a soft brush. The decal will assume a buckled look for a while but will flatten out 
nicely after around 15 minutes so don’t be tempted to touch or move it because the Micro Sol 
softens the decal and causes the wrinkling, this is the normal reaction, so leave it!  

If you have any questions on this subject I will be pleased to answer them at the club or you can e-
mail me at: bedebe@bboot.freeserve.co.uk.      
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What the papers say 
OCTOBER 16, 1908: BRITAIN'S FIRST POWERED FLIGHT...  
The event that heralded the nation's entry into the exclusive world of 
aviation: Samuel Franklin Cody's first powered, sustained and 
controlled flight over Farnborough Common.  
MAKING IT REAL... The creation of a full-size static replica of Cody's 
first successful aeroplane.  
WISH I'D BEEN THERE... A wish list of great British aviation moments. 
MY FLYING START... A poignant selection of readers' reminiscences 
on what first ignited their interest in aviation history.  
RAF BOMBER COMMAND SPECIAL SECTION  
THE NEW BOY... A gripping first-hand account of an RAF bomber 
pilot's first wartime sortie on the night of June 10–11 1941. Wg Cdr 
Ronnie J. Hardy DFC AFC remembers his time as a “sprog”.  
LANCASTER BOOK OFFER... A preview of Peter C. Smith's new 
book on the mighty bomber and an exclusive Aeroplane reader offer.  
DATABASE: THE AVRO 694 LINCOLN...The story of Bomber 

Command's vital link between the piston era and the jet age, and which saw action overseas. 
TAG TEAM PUMA - Getting the best from the Dragon Puma 
SPANISH BMR 600 M1 - A scratchbuild of a 1:35th scale Spanish APC  
SPANISH LEGION BMR VEHICLES IN SOUTH LEBANON - pictures of 
the BMR on peacekeeping duty 
STEEL BEAST PART TWO – conclusion of a project describing his 
painting processes  
A PETIT PANZER WITH A PUNCH: An unusual late War Vehicle 
MIGHTY MAZ PART TWO- The painting of the Trumpeter MAZ 537 with 
BTS4A 
KEEPING TRACK - More new releases 
ZIL-157-the Trumpeter Trailer and missile in Egyptian markings  
from the October War of 1973 

FROM COUPE TO CONVERTIBLE  
Chop the top from a 2007 Mustang GT  
KITBASH A 1934 FORD  
Recreate an old favourite with this simple project  
NNL MILWAUKEE  
April 19, 2008 at Waukesha, Wisconsin  
BUILD A MULTIMEDIA PRO STOCK GRAND AM  
A resin body, Firebird chassis, and scratch built details make this model a 
winner  
DESERT SCALE CLASSIC  
April 26, 2008 at Phoenix, Arizona  

C-47A - The veteran Mongram kit in 1:48th scale. 
QINETIQ VAAC HARRIER XW 175 - The developmental Harrier airframe. 
DORA - How to create a stressed skin effect on a 1:32nd scale model of 
Hans Dortenmann’s FW 190 D-9. 
XTREME DETAIL - The C-47 Skytrain 
HASEGAWA’S LARGE SCALE P-47D - the recently released 1:32nd 
scale Hasegawa kit. 
A-7E –A Greek A-7E by rebuilding most of the 1:48th scale Revell kit.  
AIR BORN – New releases 
GRUMMAN F6F-3 HELLCAT - The new Eduard 1:48th scale release  
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AIRCRAFT HOW-TO: How to add big-scale detail Modeling Navy ace 
Butch O'Hare's Wildcat  
Tips to tailor a terrific Taifun, Recalling a Bf 108B's famous North African 
trip 
ARMOR HOW-TO: Try out a high-tech kit, Hundreds of pieces, but the 
basics are the same  
 PHOTOGRAPHY: Get focused!, See how software can clarify your 
model photos  
FINISHING: Hairspray weathering, Fashioning fatigued paint to style a 
junked car  
VIGNETTES: Scale storytelling, Narrative modeling through effective 
composition  
SHIP HOW-TO:Building the USS England, This could be your first 
destroyer!  
BONUS! WEATHERING HANDBOOK The FSM staff shows you two essential weathering 
techniques; master modelers share weathering secrets behind their best models  
WORKBENCH REVIEWS  
Zvezda 1/72 scale Petlyakov Pe-8   
 Eduard 1/48 scale Fokker Dr.1 "Der Rote Flieger"   
Revell Germany 1/72 scale Lockheed F-22A Raptor   
Trumpeter 1/35 scale SdKfz 7 8-ton halftrack   
Xtrakit 1/72 scale de Havilland Sea Vixen FAW.2/D.3   
Pacific Coast 1/32 scale Mk.IXc Spitfire   
Platz 1/144 scale P-47D "Bubbletop"   
Revell Germany 1/32 scale Piper PA-18 Super Cub   

MILITARY ODYSSEY 2008 
This year's showcase event at the County Showground, in Detling, 
Kent 
THE FABULOUS FAMO 
Even in 1/72 the impressive FAMO halftrack is a large model – and 
thanks to Trumpeter, an intricate one!  
A NOT SO BIG CAT… 
Even the simplest kits can look great when carefully assembled and 
neatly painted., Tamiya's 1/48 Tiger IE 
MINE DAMAGE 
A stunning diorama built around a very damaged 1/35 StuG IIIG. 
Superb and no mistake… 
SOUTH AMERICAN CAT 
Grumman's Panther in 1/48, finished in an unusual colour scheme! 
WHITE ELEPHANT 
Described as one of the ugliest aircraft to 'grace' the skies, the AEW 
Nimrod is a fantastic subject for a miniature. Using Cammett and 

Airfix kits, a very impressive 1/72 model 
A VINTAGE FIGHTER 
Yet another 1/24 model, this time turning his attention to the enormous P-47 Thunderbolt from the 
Vintage Fighter Series 
 
CAMOUFLAGE AND MARKINGS 
Plenty of options for builders of the Grumman Panther in miniature 
RAPTOR 
Pictures of the impressive F-22, most of which were taken at this year's cancelled Royal 
International Air Tattoo 
THE DAVE MORREY TROPHY 
A large collection of A-10 models, an evening of competition and all to remember a much missed 
member of Shropshire Scale Modeller's club! 



13 

KWIK BUILD 
The AZ Model 1:72 Kawasaki Ki-28  
Special Hobby 1:72 Fw 187  
Tamiya P-51D & Staff Car  
WARHAWK 
 Hasegawa’s latest 1:32 release, the P-40E 
CANADIAN FURY 
The new Trumpter 1:72 Sea Fury in RCAF colours 
RAF MUSTANGS PART 1  
BIG BLITZ 
A build of the superb 1:32 Ar 234B from MDC 

DRAGON WAGON 
Dragon’s Braille scale AAVPA1 
HAIL HIS COMET 
corrects and details Bronco’s Comet cruiser tank 
PREVIEW 
I Trumpeter’s Air Defence LAV 
A look at Trumpeter’s second release this month, the PT-76 
Tamiya’s all new Opel Blitz  
Dragon’s Sherman III (Sicily) goes the modelling microscope The 
Editor looks at the latest detailing sets from Voyager Models 
WORK IN PROGRESS 
a glimpse into the art of scratchbuilding and showcases his latest 
projects. 
SHOW REPORT 
A report on this Summer’s IPMS Portugal Exposition and 
competition 
SPANISH EAGLE 

Painting and weathering Jordi Rubio’s Kf.13 Adler  
FIGURES 
Our round-up of the latest figures on release, returns 
JUNGLE BUSTER 
Some great photo reference on one of the Editor’s favourite tanks, the M48A3 ‘Patton’ 
A TRUE CLASSIC 

A report from the Silverstone Classic, one of the world’s best historic 
race meetings 
AN EYE FOR A SOUVENIR... 
The intricate process of upgrading a Tamiya DKW NZ350 motorcycle 
KIT PREVIEW 

1:24 Model Factory Hiro Aston Martin DBR9 2008 Le Mans 
MENACE BENEATH THE WAVES... 
Fine Moulds’ Type A IJN midge sub  
LITTLE NELLIE - A BOND GIRL WITH ATTITUDE 

A classic Airfix model with a few extra touches ..  
KIT PREVIEW 

1:35 Tristar PzIV Brummbär 
1:35 Dragon PzIV Brummbär 
1:35 Fine Molds/Tamiya Japanese tank sets 
1:32 Roden Nieuport 28c1 
1:35 Tristar FlaK38 w/crew 
1:72 Pe-8 Russian bomber 
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On The Workbench. 1/72 Avro Lancaster BMkIII “Dambusters”. 
As mentioned in last months Update I have finally started my Hasegawa Dambuster Avro Lancaster 
BIII This article covers the initial steps in what will be bound to be a lengthy project. 
I expect everybody reading this will know something about operation Chastise - the attack on the 
Ruhr dams by 617 squadron. I have in the process of researching this model found out a lot more of 
the operation that is was glossed over in the film. I can particularly recommend Dambusters by John 
Sweetham , www.dambusters.co.uk  and www.thedambusters.org.uk. 

AJ-N over the Eder 
 

The aftermath 
The aircraft I am going to model is AJ-N “Nut” flown by Pilot Officer Leslie Gordon Knight (RAAF) 
which was the final aircraft in the first wave of attacks and scored the hit on the Eder dam which 
destroyed it. (It’ll make a change from AJ-G “George” Guy Gibson’s aircraft). For this feat three of 
the crew received medals. They of course where the “lucky” ones 8 of the 19 planes involved in the 
raid didn’t return.  

In addition to the Eduard “Big Ed” photo etch set which I got for a song on EBay, I have purchased a 
few extra odds and ends, by the time I finished saving £20 on the etch set is going to cost me a 
packet!  

Initial Impressions: The mouldings are not quite up to modern standards (I’ve been spoilt by too 
many Eduard and Tamiya kits lately). There is some nasty sink marks on the fuselage sides which 
will need filling, some nasty looking ejection marks are present on the inside of the cockpit and in the 
wheel wells, hopefully most of these will be covered by photo etch. There is some raised riveting on 
the wings, which I will have to be careful not to damage. The transparency parts are nice and thin 
which is good seeing how much detail I plan to chuck inside. The Eduard photo etch and resin 
engine set by CMK are very impressive, this will be the first time I have played with resin, what 
wonders await? 

 
To over pimp a Lancaster add 

oodles of etch 
A few bits of resin And a wizard Merlin 

Right on with the build… starting with the cockpit and a razor saw. The first thing to be attacked 
was the navigators / wireless table for which the unattractive blocks representing the radio 
equipment and the crew seats where cut off.  A new etch table surface an partition between Radio 
operator and  navigator where stuck onto what was left of the original part [3]. This was painted 
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The Pimp List (so Far) 

Eduard “Big Ed” consisting of 
• Lancaster B MkIII Interior detail set 
• Seat belts 
• Lancaster B MkIII Exterior details 
• Landing Flaps 
• Transparency Masks 

 
CMK Resin Merlin Engine  
CMK Resin Control Surfaces 
Paula Models Resin Main Wheels 
Quick Boost Resin machine guns 
Quick Boost Machine Guns 
Aeroclub White Metal Exhaust Stubs 

Tamiya X-71 Cockpit Green with a quick wash of X-71 with a little added white to make the surface 
look used. Etch crew seats replaced the L shaped blocks of the original. 

 
[1] Cockpit as Hasegawa intended 

 
[2] Time for a saw 

 
[3] Radio operator / navigator 

bulkhead 

A similar exercise was performed on the pilot’s platform which was supplemented by some nice 
looking folded storage boxes [4]. Etch was available to cover the cockpit floor which was fortunate 
as the sink marks in this piece where huge. This was painted and the dry brushed with silver to 
represent wear [5]. The pilot seat was supplemented with a new armoured head screen and arm 
rest. The orange circle (which I have seen in several photos) was hand painted [6]. 

 
[4] Pilots platform 

 
[5] Cockpit floor [6] New pilots seat 

Meanwhile I filled some of the cockpit wall sink marks with squadron filler, it took a number of 
repeated attempts to get this right, I always seem to struggle with filling. With the cockpit sides 
prepared I added some etch detail , comprising of a number of wall panels and hand rails. I added 
the co pilots seat in the down position (This is a fold away seat that was only used when carrying a 
“second dicky”. Generally newly qualified pilots 
used this seat when flying their first operational 
mission with an experienced crew. The cockpit 
sides were painted green and given a wash of 
promodelers to make them look suitably grubby 
[7]. 

Once this was done it was time to start adding 
detail from the painted etch fret, this comprised 
of flight engineers and bomb aimers panel to the 
starboard side, and additional panels for the 
navigator to the port side. 

The wireless and Gee set were made up, 
through a sandwich of printed parts, I used a 
small piece of plastic card to represent the radio 
tuning panel, flooding it with Klear to give it a 
glass covered look.. Unfortunately I’m sure you 
wont be able to see these works of art when the 
model is complete [9].   
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[7] Co pilots seat 

 

[8] Bomb Aimers panels 
 

[9] Wireless operators kit 

I was looking forward to making up the pilot instrument panel, which didn’t disappoint, it looks 
stunning [10]. Once again a little Klear was added to represent instrument glass. I did attempt to add 
the unfeasibly small engine throttle leavers, giving up after the fourth one hit the floor, somehow I 
don’t think the kit will be much poorer for their absence. I did manage to get the rudder pedals in 
place 

 
[10]Pilots Instruments 

 
[11] Flight Engineer panels 

 
[12] Wireless / Navigator positions 

With the addition of seat belts the interior is just about complete 
[11,12], the one thing left to do is to create a map showing the route 
to the dams to put on the navigators table. I intend to do this by 
creating a decal (thank you Brian Boot), I will let you know if this goes 
OK next month.  

 Map (actual size right) 

 

 

 
 

Is this really necessary in 1/72nd scale? 



17 

 

Grand Plans 

I have been thinking of how I might do justice in 
displaying the huge amount of detail that I hope the 
finished kit will contain. The resin engine must of 
course be displayed with cowls off and I want an 
excuse to leave the cockpit side panels open in order 
to maximise the view in the interior.  

I have come up with a plan to create a pre raid airfield 
diorama, depicting the aircraft undergoing pre-flight 
maintenance. To this end I have purchased Airfix’s flight refuelling and recovery set (EBay) from 
which I intend to use the Coles Mk7 crane hauling a propeller up to waiting “erks” servicing the 

exposed engine (I am hoping that nobody notices these kits are 
1/76!). This will involve a certain amount of scratch building of a 
engine service platform and I will need to create an Upkeep 
bomb trolley as I doubt that this sort of work would be 
undertaken with the bomb in place. In this scene I have been 
inspired by “Lancaster” by M Garbett and B Goulding which I 
picked up for a song at the Farnborough show. This book along 
with details of the exports of the aircrew goes into great detail on 
what took to get these great aircraft off the ground. The ground 
crews did an incredible job working in very difficult conditions 
with poor equipment and very little sleep. 

Russian Newport 17 
By Tony Adams 

Once again this newsletter being fit to burst I will postpone the final part of my Newport 17 until next 
month or until everybody forgets about it.  

Forthcoming events 
The last show that the club will be attending this year is The Aircraft Enthusiasts Fair and Model 
Show: The Museum of Army Flying, Middle Wallop, 22nd November 10am to 4pm 

Even more about decals 
Following last months talk I am going to get into the habit of scanning all my decals into my 
computer before I start a model. This is to insure myself from unfortunate Microsol spillages over my 
decals sheets that have plagued me in the past. I am planning to bring my laptop and scanner to 
Wednesday’s meeting should anybody else want to make a copy of their decals. We could even set 
up a decal database. 

CD ROM 
For the last couple of years Pat has produced a CD ROM of reference material, I am happy to 
produce one again providing there is enough material available. Let me know if you have anything to 
contribute on Wednesday. 

Stop Press! - Richard Stewart writes: Helldiver production up to inter war levels in Romsey! 
I've stepped up Helldiver production to see if I can complete the airwing before Christmas (Yes this 
Christmas!), Hopefully in the New Year I will be able to start on the ship, at long last!!   
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Dale’s Model No5 and 6:  
1/700 HMS King George V and E-Type Destroyer 
By Dale Koppi 

Ed: It is always great to get an article from a new contributor, so thank you Dale for telling us about 
the fifth and sixth models he has built since he joined the club and his first ships 
(I’m sure that the fact that I am Dale’s manager had no influence on his decision to write something) 

I decided to build the Tamiya 1/700 KGV5 and an escort E class Destroyer. Both these items are 
straight from the box with no additional parts (There is an etch kit available for this from White 
Ensign for those who like to pimp it up). So far this has been a 3-month learning curve and I am sure 
there is still a long way to go. 

Lessons learnt so far on this project 

1. Mixing paint isn’t as easy as it sounds 

2. Airbrushing gives a great finish, but pressure and paint mix is important 

3. Superglue is amazing 

4. Superglue is not the glue for everything 

5. Superglue is deadly on the fingers. 

6. Models are fragile and break easily 

7. Humbrol liquid mask is very difficult to remove from fragile parts.  

8. Less is more when it comes to paint 

9. Plan and prepare each part at least twice before paint or glue goes near it.  

10. Finding parts in carpet is more luck than skill. 

 
I started with the KGV5 kit, which is actually a very good kit. The mould lines are very small and the 
detail is pretty high. I tended to use mostly Tamiya paints for this. 

I started with the base and main structure of the ship, this was the first time I got to use my new 
airbrush and learning mixture is the first pain. Initially I went too thin, it took around 4 coats, to get 
wood decking roughly the right colour.  

Second painful lesson was mixing paints and getting the grey for the majority of the ship. I used a 
mix of light grey and white. I didn’t realise how quickly the two paints separate from each other. So 
once I got around the ship to the beginning, the colours did not match up.  
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Once the main structure was complete and painted, came the fiddly bits. This is when I learnt how 
awesome superglue is and started to use it for everything. Well, until things started snapping off due 
to its brittle nature. 

The white rafts with their black ropes were enjoyable to make, all 26 of the little things. I did slip a 
few times with the superglue when placing them on the main ship. The boats in the mid section of 
the ship soon followed. While painting the brown wood planks in the white boats, I learnt that 
painting less gives a much better effect than trying to paint the whole plank. On the black and white 
boats, I tried to mask off the white from the black first using masking tape, this didn’t work, so I tried 
to use masking solution, this again didn’t work. So I ended up just using a paintbrush and taking as 
much care as possible to try getting a straight line.  

After the boats went onto the ship, the cranes soon followed and then the masts were assembled. I 
did not realise how delicate these are as I ended up snapping them around 5 times. Superglue to 
the rescue!!! Once the masks were in place, which was pretty much the ship in a completed.  

Next was the destroyer, Oh boy was this a disaster. I assembled the majority of parts before 
spraying the vertical surface grey. Then all horizontal surfaces were masked off and then sprayed 
the second colour. Then the masking solution was removed. Oh, this is why you paint and assemble 
ships. I broke 6 parts trying to get the solution off. The rear mast was snapped in 3 places and took 
a great deal of work to fix. Then it was a case of paint, assemble, paint and continue. In the end, I 
am pleased with how the little ship looks and the flag on the rear came out pretty well. 

And for the base, I had a piece of foam (a gardening knelling pad) that had the right texture I wanted 
for the scene. I cut it to the right shape and sprayed it blue. I had a lot of trouble cutting out the 
indents for the two ships to sit into. I am expecting a case for this to arrive around competition time 
(Wednesday) I don’t know if will get it in time. I did manage to get hold of some 1/700 naval figures 
to go onto the ships and they really highlight the scale of the ships. At a later date, I intend to try put 
some rigging on the ships but there is still a lot of learning to be done. 

Next project I expect to be a Tamiya Nissan Skyline. 
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Club Diary 
 

October 15 Test Trout “Best Of British!” 

November 19 Annual Competition 

December 17 Christmas Evening. 

January 21 Club Night 

February 18 Club Night 

March 19 Club Night 

April 15 Test Trout Competition (Airfix) 

May 20 Club Night 

June 17 Club Night 

July 15 St George’s Competition 

 

Next Meeting: Wednesday October 15th (8pm to 10pm) 

Ampfield Village Hall 
Morleys Lane 
Romsey 
Hampshire 
SO51 9BJ 

 

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Pat Camp 

Paul Adams 

Brian Boot 

Gary Jarman 

Dale Koppi 

Richard Stewart 

 

Contact Info 

Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 / 07736 555664, email aadams@iee.org 

Paul Adams Tel: 02380 398858 

Vic Short Tel: 01794 511843 

 

Happy modelling!     Remember …. Just Say No…. 


