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THIS MONTH

| must admit that putting together this month’s Romsey Modeller has been a bit of a struggle. Unusually | have
only had contributions from two members (thank you Paul and Russell) which has meant a reduction in the
size but not the quality of this months publication. | guess the summer months do limit the amount of
modelling going on , it is possible that we will find modellers with sun tans rather than our normal plaid tones.

In last months magazine | mentioned my difficulty in obtaining a replacement canopy from Revell for the
Sukhoj Su-25 for the cold war competition. Well Brenda from Just Add Imagination went above a beyond in
raising my plight with their Revell rep, who in turn raised it with HQ. Unfortunately it would appear that the kit
is (recently) discontinued and there are no spares in UK or Germany! It did look like the model was heading for
the spares box, however | have found a vac form part on EBay which | snapped up. After rewatching James
May’s Toy Story on Airfix recently where he was shown around Airfix’s extensive spares facility it was
interesting to contrast it with the current situation, after all it’s the only time this summer | can claim

ENGLAND 1 GERMANY 0
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CLUB NEWS

| ROMSEY MODELLERS’ NEXT TRIP OUT BY TONY ADAMS

As agreed at our June meeting we will make a group trip to the
Bournemouth * 8 group trip

—_—

Festival

Bournemouth International Festival on Saturday 21° August. This year the
show have already announced the attendance of the BBMF Lanc and Spits,
a B-17, the red arrows, a Hawker Hunter and a Typhoon . We will arrange

. transport at out August meeting.

’BUILD A MODEL IN A DAY

Ampfield Village Hall has now been booked for our Annual “Build a Model” in a Day event which will take place
on Saturday 4" September. As last year, the event will be totally open in terms of what you can build , the only
rule is that the model should be unstarted at the beginning of the day. We will try and be a bit better
organised this year and ensure that we actually do the judging on the day. The event will start a 9ish and run to
5pm. We intend to offer an invitation to members of Poole Vikings and IPMS Salisbury to come and join us.

Hopefully this year | won’t spend two hours in the pub which may result in a slightly less panicked build!

AMERICAN COMPETITION BY PAUL ADAMS

‘

The July meeting hosts the next round of our 2010 competition’s and
as the title suggests your theme is any model that has an American
connection. This competition is now held every two years, so the
winner will be the champ for some time!! The normal rules apply, any
model, any genre, any scale, as long as its plastic/resin and not diecast!
Please note | will be checking the validity of your entry post
competition if the connection appears suspect in anyway!! A trophy
will be on offer (if Paul G has remembered it!) as well as some supplies
of scapel blades courtesy of www.scalpelsandblades.co.uk The

number of entries for recent competitions has been encouraging, so I'm looking forward to seeing lots of

models on the table.

WEB SITE NEWS

During most evening s over the last month | have forgone the pleasures of modelling in order to create our

new website. Whilst the “old” site was adequate (and certainly provided us with a lot of publicity , see next

article) it was difficult to maintain and offered limited room for expansion. Our web host had also put up its
prices which would have resulted in a £65 bill come October.

Having seen Newbury Scale Model Clubs excellent site with its very clean styling and interactive features, |

investigated further and with assistance from Dave Lewis of NSMC discovered they used a Web software
package called WordPress hosted by Blurryfox.com. Earlier this year the club took out a subscription at £27 /

year for the hosting of our new site.



The major feature of WordPress is the ability to design Web sites through a standard web browser (Internet
Explorer, Firefox etc) , would simply log onto your site and are presented with all the tools you need to design
it. The screenshot below shows the site’s home page in creation.
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This means that anybody who has access (i.e. a user name and password) can write pages, so adding content

to the website is no longer all down to me ©.

Pictures can be uploaded and inserted into the page very easily, and there are a huge number of plugins
available for doing very wizzy things on your site for instance having random header images available on every
page or producing a picture wall for our photo galleries (see below).

Romsey Modellers

Paul Adams Search

I Clubs

Maodel Shops
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I have set up a “News” page where anybody can write posts for other people to see ( they are moderated and
require an administrator to approve) , we can use this for members to post details of work in progress , model
shows, models for sale etc.

I have now just about completed getting all the content from the old site transferred to the new site.
Sometime in the next month | will transfer our www.romseymodellers.co.uk URL to the new site and close

down the old site. For now you can take a look at the new site at http://romsey.blurryfox.com/ please let me

know what you think of it, any comments (good or bad) will be gratefully received.

At our next meeting | plan to give a demo on how to create and edit pages, providing my Orange Mobile
dongle gets a signal in the hall.

WEBSITE STATISTICS

As we move to the new site its worth taking stock of the performance of the “old” site.

Since we launched the site in October 2008 we have had 19559 unique visitors making 89938 page views ( an
average of 3.3 pages per visit). The site traffic has shown a month on month growth, last month we received
1945 unique visitors.
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The builds pages was the most popular followed by our show index and photo galleries. The October 2009
edition of this magazine has been the most popular with 239 downloads.

I think this is an excellent base for our new site to build on, and | fully expect to increase the global presence
(domination) of Romsey Modellers over the next few years.



TAMIYA 1/48 M8 GREYHOUND REVIEW BY RUSSELL EDEN

Whilst trawling the net looking for future projects |
stumbled upon HobbylLinkJapan’s latest sale. | had a
browse and with nothing | was desperately after |
managed to resist buying anything, but not for long.
Next day an email appears from HLl.com — free
shipping if | pay with paypal — now that makes it worth
ordering some kits. So | ordered a KV-1 Russian tank
and a M8 Greyhound armoured car, both Tamiya in
1/48 scale. Both kits coming to less than | would pay
for one in this country. Result. The KV-1 will be built
out of the box, with the only aftermarket addition being an aluminium barrel. The Greyhound is another
matter, more on that later.

HISTORY

With a top speed of 88km/h, the M8 Greyhound lived up to its name as a fast reconnaissance vehicle for Allied
armies in WWII. The M8 was equipped with a liquid-cooled 110hp gasoline engine that powered all six wheels,
giving it excellent off-road capability. An open-top turret armed with a 37mm cannon and M2 heavy machine
gun also gave it a powerful punch for supporting infantry, especially in the Far East where it was a match for
the poorly armed & armoured Japanese tanks. Approximately 8,500 were produced during WWII, serving in
motorized cavalry units of U.S., Free French, and British armies. Many developing nations also continued to
use the M8 after the war.

THE KIT

Consisting of 124, dark-green injection moulded parts, on five sprues, a metal chassis (plus screws) an
instruction booklet and a decal sheet covering two vehicles. Initial impression are that the kit is up to Tamiya’s
usual high standards — no flash, very few sink marks with nice crisp detailing. The instructions are very well
produced, as ever, with nice clear drawing in 16 easy to follow stages. The decals are a bit thick and with only 2
set of markings a bit limited, especially with so many being used in WWII alone, let alone after the war.




My only major gripe is the poorly detailed 0.50cal machine gun. This will be rectified later, along with the lack
of markings.

RESEARCH

As most of you know | loathe doing anything out of the box and | love doing research — trawling through my
book collection and the internet — so | had a look for pictures of Greyhounds in action. Most were covered in
stowage and varied between having a full compliment of mudguards and lacking the lot. | even found some
pictures of winter ones with snow chains on the tyres and winter whitewash paint schemes.

| decided to build mine late war, European theatre, missing the mudguards with snow chains fitted and
covered in stowage and mud.



SHOPPING

After doing my research and formulating a few ideas it was onto my second favourite part — shopping.

Onto www.track48.com to see what they have. | ordered a lovely machined barrel and the M8 stowage/wheel
set with snow chains fitted. | also ordered a set of US vehicle decals — this gives me a huge choice of marking
and even some names — | think | shall call my greyhound Bobcat!

That gave me some stowage but | really wanted replace the awful machine gun so | checked out Verlinden’s
1/48 sets — | used one of their .50cal’s on my M10 Tank Destroyer. | found one in a set of Sherman stowage
which | ordered from Historex-Agents. What | don’t use on the Greyhound will be used on one of my many
other 1/48 planned projects.

Crew next — MIG have just released a set of very nicely sculpted crew for the Greyhound so | will order these
eventually.



MIG

productions

THE BUILD

This will be in the next part........



1999 APRILIA RSV250 BUILD PART 2 BY PAUK ADAMS

Last month’s article concluded with the completion of test fitting, so it was straight on with painting this
month.

The 1999 bike had several changes to the paint scheme from the relatively ‘easy’ 1998 bike including the
introduction of metallic grey and fluorescent yellow to the white and florescent red. Painting this was going to
be no simple task as | wanted to dispense with the ‘assist’ decals and paint most of it. Doing it this way
ensures continuity with colour between the two bikes, and hopefully provide a better overall finish.

The fussy '99 paint scheme and the ‘98 machine.. ...much simpler!!

| began with the tank, which is mainly grey, but has an odd shaped fluorescent yellow section around the
helmet indentation. The kit provides a decal for this, but as it was not fluorescent enough for me | painted it.
To begin with | sprayed the tank with Halfords white primer and allowed this to dry. Two coats of Zero Brilliant
white went on next, this serving as a base colour for the yellow. | shot four coats of yellow over about 10
minutes.

The masking was done threefold...first | created the shape around
the fuel filler cap hole then added the thin 1mm masking line down
to the front lip, then using of all things, a Nascar wheel, | cut a
curved piece which would fit between the two masking lines, all
done with Tamiya masking tape.

After flapping about for 3 hours | was pleased with the result.

| then sprayed 4 coats (this figure will be significant later) of

Zero Nastro Azzurro grey over the complete tank. The Zero grey was
originally intended for the Rossi 2000 Honda NSR500, but it just .

3 hours of masking later!!
happens to be a good match for the 1999 Aprilia too! This paint
dries with a slight sheen, but will require clear-coating later. The

tank is seen here 5 minutes after spraying was completed.

' 30 minutes later,

enough time for the
paint to harden, the
masking was carefully
removed. With the
masking off, the effect

P is revealed. Not a bad
Ad result (or so | thought at the time!) Shortly after this picture was
taken | carefully knocked down the paint build up on the edges of




the grey using 4000 grit Micromesh cloth. It’s then ready for clear-coat.

Next up was the fairing, by far the most complicated part of the paint scheme and a test of my ability to mask
up cleanly and accurately. The kit provides decals to separate the fluorescent red area and the white/ grey
sections. | chose to paint this part, mainly because | feared some bleed through and the after studying a
completed model on a French website; the curvature of the white decal didn’t match my references.
Furthermore, it was easy to misread the references as the paint scheme changed slightly from race to race, so
getting two pictures from the same race was vital. The bike I’'m doing is based on the picture at the beginning
of this article, which | believe were taken at the Spanish Grand Prix at Jerez, 9™ May 1999.

So with this in mind | began painting the fairing, by once again spraying Halfords white primer followed by a
light wet sanding down and 3 coats of Zero brilliant white. | tried to use cut out decals from the sheet to help
guide my first and important tape line. This was to no avail however, as the white decals on white backing
paper was impossible to photocopy, so | resorted to actually cutting out the decal and using this instead. |
measured two distances from the panel line so | could get both sides consistent. The 1mm tape is difficult to
use and doesn’t tolerate handling much so each line was attempted with a fresh piece after every time it went
wrong. Using tweezers, the decal, measuring and my finger to guide it around the curve | succeeded. The curve
up the fairing was altered according to my references.

First tape line established Masking up complete, the upper part is left open around
the bubble for painting red too

After tack ragging to area down, | readied the Zero fluorescent red in my lwata CR Revolution airbrush. | shot
four coats at around 30 psi. The fluorescent colours dry flat and quite thick, so it’s best to avoid building up too
many layers. The area around the bubble was painted too — this area would the subject of another masking
adventure shortly!

A few minutes after painting and the masking was removed to reveal the lower hard line masking was successful



The next stage was to prove the most challenging. Adjacent to either side of
the bubble are fluorescent red stickers that contain a nickname and a Diesel
jeans sponsor logo. The stickers are provided as decals in the kit, (the logos
are separate) however the colour is incorrect and would now not match the
other fluorescent red areas. Having just airbrushed the colour on, | then had
to mask off before spraying the grey. | had no real idea how to do as this so it
was trial (and | mean triall!) and error before | was happy to paint. My first
attempts involved applying masking tape directly onto the decal and copying
the shape. The proved to be a very difficult as some of the trimming out had
to be done freehand and getting two the same that matched was nigh on
impossible. To add further to the problem — the decal has a small gap
between with shows the grey colour. After many aborted goes, | ended up using a scalpel with two blades
fitted which gave the necessary 1mm gap — so | just trimmed out the pre-drawn line and managed to do both

sides nearly identically...nearly.

....anyhow here’s what it looked like after 4 or 5 hours
work...not too bad at all, but frankly bloody difficult to
execute well. The next day | went about masking off the
white and red parts so | could paint the metallic grey. | used
photocopied decals which helped to obtain the correct
location for the line breaks and using Imm masking tape
again, this process was quickly over and with two parallel
lines in place the next awkward bit was upon me. The red and

grey are separated by a varying width white line — so using
the cut out kit sample | formed another demarcation line, most of which was done using just my eye, and a
little measuring. Getting both sides the same was done again using two measures from the panel line. | carried
the line up and around the air intake and back down to meet up with the other side. The gap was measured a
2mm, which gave and approximately correct looking white line.

At this stage | began to believe | could pull this paint job off — it had been tough going and time - consuming,
but worthwhile. | just had to finish masking off and get the paint on.




The same grey that | used on the tank was employed to spray over the white areas you see in the pictures
above. Several coats were applied (more on that in a moment) to cover the white and over-sprayed red areas.
The results were good, but even more so with the masking removed...

All painted up!! With masking off, | was pleased with this to say the least!

With the masking off, the hours of preparation and careful masking

’ showed it’s true worth. There was some build up of grey paint over the
|
1

red, in particular by the top of the fairing, but this was easily removed with
4000 grit Micromesh cloth. Amazingly | had just a small area of bleed, but
this was again eliminated with Micromesh.

‘ The next day | masked up each lower side panel so | could airbrush the
fluorescent red background for the Aprilia logo, again provided in decal

form, but the wrong red. The masking up took a surprisingly long time, lots
ﬂ of measuring and several rechecks. To cover the grey | first applied four
coats of white, then the flo red.

I was pleased with the result, but the successive number of
paint coats has left a slight step. | resorted to gentle sanding
with Micromesh to lessen the problem. | will use an Aprilia
logo from a spare 1998 sheet. | followed up with some clear-
coat using 2K clear which help hide the problem further, but
it was at this stage | notice that I’d applied more grey on the
faring than the tank! When both were together it was
glaringly obvious a mistake had been made.....so there was
nothing for it...I decided to repaint the tank, using the 6 coats




I’d shot on the fairing. | didn’t spend too much time rueing my error, let’s just get on with it | thought. Into the
IPA bath it went and within 20 minutes | had a bare resin tank. Repeating the exercise once more and
correcting another mistake with the fluorescent yellow area (reshaping the ‘D’), | had restored the tank to its
former glory, and | managed to match the paint too.

The tank goes for a swim then stripped using a cleaned up ready and then a newly painted
toothbrush tank

To end this month here is the three painted and cleared parts so far, just the seat to carbon decal and paint up
and the glossy bits will be done. More on that next time when I'll run through the carbon fibre decaling
process with blow by blow pictures. Exciting, huh?




WAAARRGH!!! THE ORKS! — PART 2 — BASIC BUILD BY RUSSELL EDEN

As stated in my last installment | had a couple of weeks off recently due to some more surgery. So, with model
in hand, it was off to my girlfriends flat in London for two weeks of hopefully being pampered.

First off | will have to apologise for getting too carried away whilst building the kit — | forgot to take ‘in build’
photos of each stage — Doh!

The basic Trukk chassis consists of the 6 wheels, the main chassis rails, cast in one part, and the bumper. |
added a couple of extra spikes to the bumper from Tascha’s Ork Stompa kit (many grovelling thanks) and
attached this to the chassis. The detail on these parts is great but the wheels need a lot of work, as the mould
lines are horrendous. The wheels and chassis were then undercoated with grey primer, then sprayed satin
black, The spikes and metal parts of the wheels were painted mainly Boltgun Metal (a dark gunmetal colour)
and the occasional wheel plate was painted Tin Bitz (a very dark gold colour). These were then painted with
Tamiya Smoke paint and dry brushed silver and gold respectively to bring out the details. The rubber parts of
the tyres were then dry brushed with a light grey to bring out the detail. Everything was then painted with
Humbrol matt varnish. The chassis was dry brushed with various metallic greys & silvers to bring out the detail

and then matt coated.

Onto the cab next, | attached the
exhausts, carb intakes and
headlights — the kit only comes
with one light so | ordered a
spare off eBay to make it
symmetrical. As it had full
interior this was as far as | got
before | had to paint it. The
overall scheme was to be black
with a very battered look so all
parts were painted the same as
the chassis before decals and
detailing were added. | added
some white flame decals and

A black/white checker decals to the
P cab.

Finished Chassis The driver’s body is cast in the

cab so he was painted next. His

body — Goblin Green washed with Thraka green ink and dry brushed a lighter green. His arms & head were

painted separately using the same method. His uniform was painted blue with the same technique of a darker
wash followed by dry brushing highlights — nothing too technical as this was meant to be a therapeutic build.

| added the back of the cab next with a liberal coating of superglue, as the fit wasn’t too good.

The steering wheel and console were painted Tin Bitz for a bit of contrast. The console was then glued in place
in the cab. This was where the problems started — with the drivers arms holding the steering wheel these were
then glued to his body — | then added the roof bars Unfortunately these wouldn’t go in place as the drivers
arms were too high — the was an easy fix — | re-glued the arms in place so they would fit. This means the
steering wheel is now a lot lower than it should be but the won’t be seen and being a fantasy vehicle doesn’t
really matter. The gunners’ seat was glued in next — this was complete guesswork as the Forge World
instructions are pretty useless. With the cupola plate mounted next | dry fitted the drivers roof — this didn’t fit
as the drivers head was too tall — it does make you wonder if Forge World actually build their kits before selling



them. Not a huge problem — | just filed the top of his head until the roof did fit! Lastly I fitted a rather nice
robotic skull to the front. This came from the Ork War Bike set — another parts buy from eBay.

With the cab finished it
was superglued to the
chassis. The weathering
will be done last as |
have yet to build a base
for it.

The rear of the trukk
was next — | have never
liked the original and
was going to convert it
to a gun trukk with the
gunners ordered off
eBay. The only problem
was what to do with the
rear of the flat bed so it
was off to my spares box
and a sit down with a

cuppa to think.
Finished cab — note the drivers flat head! Inspiration finally
happened ( must've
been all the sugar from the crunch creams). Using the original base | attached the 2 lower side plates in the
correct position — these were going to have the gun mounts on (all will become clearer later, honest). | have
loads of sci-fi toy bits in my box of many things and found a couple of heavily riveted armour plates — these
were mounted next to the original trukk plates. To add detail on the interior of these plates | shaved bolt
heads and other such items off bits of the trukk parts | wasn’t going to use. These were randomly glued in
place, as is the Ork style. | used parts of the unused front ram plate to make the rear quarters — these were
mounted at an angle to give the trukk some variety. | added a step and grab handle to the right hand side and
scavenged a thick brass etch bullet holes plate from Tascha — thanks, again... To this | added another plastic
plate from the kit. The rear was now finished - without taking a photo — oops, so here’s a couple of shots —
primer, black and dry brushed.

Primer Black



Dry brushed with decals & trophies added.

With this done it was then superglued to the chassis and the trukk is done, apart from the crew, detailing, and
weathering. That’ll be in the next article.

AIRCRAFT WALKAROUND SITES

Carlton Thurston sent me the following email:

One thing that might interest your club members if they use walkarounds very much. Take a look at Silicon
Valley Scale modeller site at. http://svsm.org/gallery/walkarounds

This Walkaround section covers just about everything. Aircraft, ships, armour, autos, buildings. The number of
thumbnail pictures per subject ranges from 2 to over 100 depending on who the guy taking the pictures. A
couple of examples. The de Havilland Comet Grosvenor House racer has 82 pictures; the Bucker Jungmeister
has 118 pictures. The W/A for the Short Solent flying boat has the highest number of thumbnail pictures with
247 pics.

Everything is broken down by type and timeframe. And best of all it seem to be growing in size all of the time.
It has my hearty and full recommendation as a walkaround site.

In a second email

A couple more walkaround sites that may interest your people. The Detail Site by Lynn Ritger
http://109lair.hobbyvista.com/DETAILSITE/dsindex800.htm , this has quite a few W/As. The main interest for
me are those for pre-war USAAC & USN aircraft, but there are a lot of others. Some you can only get here.

Another site is Aussie Modeller International http://www.aussiemodeller.com/pages/Walkarounds.html| There

are quite a few W/As, but the main ones are The Lockheed Hudson with 3 pages of thumbnail pictures, a lot of
which are of the interior. The Bristol Beaufort & the Douglas A20, this also has interior shots.

I have taken a look at these sites and can verify that they are an excellent modelling research resource.



MY £53 TAMIYA SPITFIRE MKIXC... BY PAUL ADAMS

Well, look, ok it was just too hard to resist!

Tamiya’s superb 1/32™ scale Spitfire was reviewed by Tony over the last three issues of Romsey Modeller, and
what a kit it is. Having visited several shows this year, the price of the kit seemingly got cheaper and therefore
more tempting by the show. The lowest | saw was £85, not great, but nevertheless, about £20 below retail
value.

So | had my eye on one, but that £85 seemed a lot, particularly given the financial climate, especially mine!

Even more tempting was TheModeller.com which had it for a short-while at £79...plus shipping. Hobbylink
Japan had it their site for £72, but the shipping was £14, making purchase unlikely. But wait...what’s this?....an
email.... 25%-50% off sale on Tamiya kits at HLJ'...best take a look.

Tamiya’s new kit was already being discounted...25% off meant £53 and then there’s the pesky shipping
fee....but wait...what’s this?..another email...’free shipping by EMS if you pay by Paypal within the next three
days’.....!I!1 Brilliant!

It would have been rude to have ignored the offer, and so with a quick exchange of currency my Spitfire kit
was winging its way from Japan by FedEx. 4 days later the kit arrived at work and safely under the watchful eye
of Russell while | was on leave.

Upon arriving back | quickly went to see my purchase...all nicely boxed up, undamaged and not a customs fee
sticker in sight. | quickly set about claiming bragging rights at the next club meeting.

But wait...whats this?? 2 weeks later and | get a FedEx customs bill for £19...Noooooo!!! Not quite the £53 I'd
hoped, but | got it in the end for £72...can you beat that?

STOP PRESS BY PAT CAMP

I got this email from Pat just as | was about to publish, dealing with the perils of modelling in the South of
France — poor fella!

Owing to my poor close-up vision, | use a magnifying glass for doing detail work, such as | was this afternoon
when painting in panel lines over the decals of my nearly completed 1/32 Airacobra. | was doing this work
outside. In strong sunlight.

| guess it is a matter of getting the alignment just right: model on bench; magnifying lens above it and at the
correct focal distance and position to catch the sun's rays and concentrate them nicely onto the starboard
wing flap....

It looks a bit of a mess now.

Normally under these circumstances, the model is put into a diorama with a tarpaulin depicted thrown over
the offending area. Can anyone suggest any rational circumstance for having a tarpaulin thrown over the flap
area, or indeed any other ideas for covering the mess?

I need some good ideas to give me the incentive to finish the model. | notice from my diary that | started the
build last October, so it would be a shame to chuck it into the dustbin.

Idea’s on a postcard please.



JUNE CLUB MEETING

I thought it would be worth while publishing some of the pictures | took at the last club meeting (June), along
side the normal range of works in progress and newly completed models, Gareth Owen brought along a
collection of antique weapons (modelled here by Brian Sampson).




CLUB DIARY

July 21° Club Night: American Trophy
August 18" Club Night

September 4" Build a Model in a day
September 15" Club Night

September 18th Farnborough Show
October 20™ Club Night October Yeovilton Autumn Show

November 17

Annual Competition

December 15™

Xmas Night

Ampfield Village Hall
Morleys Lane
Romsey

Hampshire

SO51 9BJ

Thank you to this

Paul Adams
Russell Eden

Next Meeting: Wednesday July 21% (8pm to 10pm)
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month’s contributors to this publication

Carlton Thurston
Tony Adams

CONTACT INFO

Web Site

Editor
Competitions
Treasurer

wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk http://romsey.blurryfox.com

Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
Paul Adams Tel: 02380 398858
Vic Short Tel: 01794 511843




