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THIS MONTH

The club certainly seems to be in fine condition with over 20 modellers attending our monthly meetings this
year. Add to that the number and quality of entries in our recent competitions we are definitely on the up. The
next milestone must be to get 30 people along for a club night. | think this is a realistic target and if we can
maintain that level of interest it should enable us to seriously consider running our own show, perhaps in 2013.

Now what’s in this months Romsey Modeller?

We have a report on last month’s St George’s competition which saw Dale Koppi taking very well deserved first
competition win. Paul Adams complies a report on the Hendon Show at which we won “best in show” with his
1999 Aprilia RSV250. Russell and Carlton continue their descriptions of their build of a Pinto dirt racer and a
SM79 respectively. Richard describes how to make a spray booth on the cheap, we look at some of the
incredible figures on the US aerial war effort while | round it off by reviving my Tamiya Spitfire IXc build.

Tony...

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 3" Wednesday of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we often run
workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also attend most
of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS

IPMS NEWS...

We have heard on the grapevine the Romsey Modellers application has been approved but we are still awaiting
official confirmation, hopefully we will get it in the next month.

NEXT MEETING

| received an email from Trevor Hurst whose father, a keen modeller had passed away recently, asking if we
could help dispose of his father’s collection. Steve and | went and took a look at the collection and were
encountered with hundreds of built kits along with a number of unstarted models ( see photos below). We
helped Peggy, Trevor’s mother sort out what could be salvaged from literally hundreds of model boxes , the
residue of which | took to the tip. Unfortunately the built kits are not to great standard, but if anybody wants any
let us know. We were left with approx 40 unstarted models, mainly very old Airfix and Frog kits, a box of decals
and a lot of spare spues of weapons etc. We will offer these for sale at the next meeting , most of the proceeds

will go back to Peggy




HENDON SHOW REPORT BY PAUL ADAMS

Members from Romsey Modellers met up at the excellent RAF Hendon museum on Sunday 22™ May for the
IPMS Barnet/Harrow model show. Present were Phil, Russell, Tascha, Sean, Steve and Paul, the latter three
travelling up together and passing the time arguing the relative merits of Jolie v Aniston and Agostini v Rossi!!
With friendships still intact we set up behind the Beaufighter this time around, which afforded us some
additional seating close by. With models on loan from Tony we once more displayed an eclectic mix of
modelling interests.

With the show opening at 10:00am and closing at 6:00pm we had plenty of time to peruse display models,
shop and walk around the superb full scale exhibits. Shopping was mainly confined to those interested in
aircraft and armour subjects, though some vendors had accessories for sale too. Russell wasted no time and
bagged himself another cheap 1/48" tank kit , stowage and etch accessories for his Panzer IV, while Sean was
led astray by Russell and purchased ‘essential’ items for one of his armour projects! | must say | was surprised
at some of the kit prices seen amongst the traders...£107 for the new bubbletop Tamiya 1/32™ MK16e
(available from Hobbylink Japan at £66) and £45 for the Tamiya 1/24™ Toyota LFA...I remember when car kits
were less than 20 quid!!

There were some amazing models on display throughout the halls, none more so than an incredible studio
scale model (approximately 1/24"™) of a Star Wars Nebulon medical ship — scratchbuilt in true original film style
using 30 or more kits from various genres for parts, from hull sides, wings, and turrets etc. At around 6 foot
long | did wonder how the builder managed to get the thing to the museum in one piece. Amazing work.



This ship appeared in the
latter scenes of the Empire
Strikes  Back. Despite
questionable weathering it
was superb and very
detailed.

The detail shots reveal parts
other model kits, just like ILN
for the original movies. A
turret forms the bridge and
appears to be half a sub mak
structure below!

This 1/32™ scale Harrier featured some lovely shading
and weathering over the accurate looking US marine’s
paint scheme. Also seen on the quality filled IPMS
Barnet stand was this Avenger and F-16. Note the
bases.




Seen elsewhere in the show....great use of
memorabilia here on the WWII Sig table, and
good models too. Same table...this loco below
was weathered to perfection...

There were plenty of Airfix Valiants
about, this one was on the Bomber Sig
table....looks a very good kit....The 1/1
Terminator T-800 head is all resin...

The competition area was full of nervous modellers when | arrived with Russell at 11:30, just half and hour
before entry closing. | feel its worth entering an automotive
subject here as they have a vehicle class, but upon placing my
model on the table | saw a 1/35th Loco and another smaller
scale loco...I was doomed!! In fact there were two large scale
cars, one of which won at Yeovilton. Still | thought, it’s the
taking part that counts, right? Stuff that!! | wanted to win the
vehicle class for the third year on the trot, but | walked away
feeling a little dejected. Russell entered his 1/48™ Panther
diorama alongside some stiff opposition. | forgot about the
competition and set about visiting the Battle of Britain hall,




some of which | didn’t get to see last year. I'm glad | made the trip as | saw the Me109E (shot down by a Spit),
a Mel10, a JU8S, a Heinkel Ill H1 and the awesome Stuka. | didn’t know they had a Heinkel or JU88. In hall they
also have a MK1 Spitfire (making 3 in total) and a MK1 Hurricane. What a fantastic collection they

have...perhaps the worlds best??

Best in Show!! Quite how this
came about lord only knows, but
| did hear that one of the judges
is a big bike fan. It certainly
didn’t happen via bribery!!
Unfortunately Russell’s Panther
didn’t place, but should have
done given the first place winner
was an inferior Sherman model.
My win also included a goody
bag from MDC with about £30’s
worth of items from Mr Hobby
and an Airfix kit. There were
some brilliant models on the
tables, some of which are below.
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‘Best In Show’



I’'m loath to end on a negative note, however throughout the day we were plagued with child’s hands creeping
across our table, pointing and almost touching our prized work. It appears we came off lightly as the crew on
the Britmodeller stand had several models damaged (even one by an adult!!) and were so incensed by their
misfortune they left the show two hours early. These things do happen at ‘public’ events (we had near misses
at Yeovilton too) but | think that if we remain vigilant when parents with kids stumble upon a model show on
their museum visit, we shouldn’t have any broken models to fix.

Overall it was an excellent show, very well organised, but perhaps lacking a little in trader interest given the
size of the event. It was great to meet up with Rowan Broadbent once again who’s decal business continues to
grow. Roll on next year.

SALISBURY MODEL SHOW 4TH JUNE

There will be a report on the Salisbury show in next month’s Romsey Modeller.

ST GEORGES TROPHY

At last month’s meeting we held our St Georges trophy competition and
once more members put on a fantastic show of English related models
(not sure about Karol’s 109 though!?). Voting was a very close affair
with just 4 points separating 1* to 3rd places!! Congratulations go to
Dale for winning his first outright competition with his excellent 1/350"

King George V. A pat on the back also goes to Tony for his Vixen and
Richard’s original TSR2 display. Shock of the contest has to be Russell’s
5t placed half track diorama, such a frequent winner in the past...is Russell’s best behind him?!! Time will tell!!



THE VOTING

Entry . 1 2" 3% Total :
Entrant Model Title . Placing
No (3 pts) (2 pts) (1 pts points
1 Sean Summers So where are we? Il Il 6 7™
Always time for a ™
2 Russell Eden 1 Il 12 5
brew
3 Mark Metters Sherman Firefly

4 Andrew Card Red Arrows Hawk

5 Dale Koppi King George V i 1] 1] 24 1%

6 Dave O’'Meara British Infantry 1815

7 Tony Adams Sea Vixen FAW?2 1] [ 1] 22 2"
8 Karol Wicinski Hurricane

9 Karol Wicinski SAS figures 1l I 14 4™
10 Sean Summers Spitfire MkXII | Il | 8 6th
11 Karol Wicinski Tornado

12 Karol Wicinski ME109 | 2 8th
13 Richard TSR2 1l Il 1l 20

Stewart

Dale Koppi received the St George Trophy from competition secretary Paul Adams



PHOTOS OF THE ST GEORGE COMPETITION ENTRIES




PHOTO EVENING

We'll be holding the somewhat overdue photo evening this month, so if you have a model that placed in
competition at Christmas, or something new you’d like to appear in the gallery on the website, please bring
your model along and we’ll be glad to take some photo’s of it.



TANGMERE COLD WAR BUILD

The last two models, Vic's Mig 29 and Roger's Su 15, have been safely delivered to Tangmere and
were much admired and now should be on display with the rest.

Again many thanks to all who contributed.

POLISH SPECIAL FORCES — BY KAROL WICINSKI

Continuing Karol’s serial of articles on the Polish Special Forces for this magazine.

6™ TROOP NO. 10 (INTER ALLIED) COMMANDO 1942-1944

Originally formed in 1940 for Northern Command but quickly disbanded because of a poor response for
volunteers. In early 1942 unit was raised again as inter allied unit, which distinguished it with very specific
character. It was largest commando unit in the British army, which included soldiers from France, Belgium,
Holland, Norway, Poland, Denmark, and Yugoslavia. Commandos served all over the world on all war theatres,
but never as a whole unit.

Polish troop was originally formed as 1 Independent Commando Company. Quite quickly it was integrated with
other allied commando units. In 1943 it was part of 2 Special Forces Brigade and fought in Italy. In April 1944
the unit was transferred to Il Polish Corps, as part of which it was heavily involved in fights on Monte Cassino.




AND NOW FOR SOMETHING DIFFERENT — AN AMERICAN FORD PINTO DIRT TRACK
RACER — PART 2 BY RUSSELL EDEN

With the St George’s competition out of the way it was time to resume the Pinto build.

Whilst waiting for some bits to arrive from the states | got on with the bodywork. | removed the moulded on
bonnet pin mounts, as | was going to replace these with etch and rubbed off the seam lines, not that there
were many, surprisingly. Once in primer it was time to choose the colour — | originally sprayed the bonnet blue,
which didn’t come out very well and was too dark for my liking. | settled on a rather tasty shade of purple from
a can | picked up cheap at KitKrazy. This came out a lot better than the blue. After drying for a day or two | put
my chosen decals on and once they’d set | used my trusted Halfords clear to give it a hopefully shiny finish —
this sort of worked but needed about 6 coats to get it looking right.

The purple bodyshell.

With the body work done | built up and satin blacked
the chassis. The shocks and radiator were painted
separately and fitted after. | found an etch radiator cap
in my spares bin so added that to the rad too.

All pretty simple so far, then my order from the states
arrived — time for the engine.

| built up the basic engine unmodified and painted it
with humbrol steel metal paint — this came out
beautifully and polished up quite well too. | gave it a
light black in wash after to show up some of the

detailing. Considering the age of the kit and the poor
detailing on most of it the engine is well moulded. Basic chassis on black.



The engine before polishing.
metal except for a black ink wash in the mesh to hide the

pale resin body under the etch.

The engine, rad and shocks were then mounted on the
chassis. | added an etch strut for the alternator and this
was moulded so that it hung in space, either that or the
belt is very strong! | used nuts off my 1/48 panzer Il etch

set for more realism.

To this | fitted my aftermarket distributor. | drilled out
holes in the engine for the HT leads and added rubber
ends to simulate the plug caps. The leads are held
together in sets of four with etch lead holders glued to
the engine.

With that in place it was on to the air cleaner. | had
ordered an edelbrook engine dress up set, this
consisted of a set of cam covers, air cleaner and lots
of etch parts, including the HT lead holders. | built up
the air cleaner and to cover up the edelbrook logo |
added a flamed air cleaner top. This was all left bare

Mounted engine and radiator.

Next month onto the brakes and interior.....



A SPRAY BOOTH ON THE CHEAP! BY RICHARD STEWART

We have just had our kitchen replaced which meant that our old cooker extractor was surplus to
requirements, this got me thinking if it's designed to removed nasty cooking odours (especially with my
cooking!) then it could be used to remove harmful paint fumes.

| started the exercise by firstly getting some trunking to fit to the extractor outlet. Unfortunately during the
removal process the duct was damaged so | removed the bottom of a flowerpot and glued it to the extractor
the ducting then fitted nicely around the pot and | could then trail this out of my workshop window while
spraying.

The sides and base of the spray booth was my next focus. As mentioned earlier my kitchen had just been
replaced so | had plenty of chipboard to play with, so | fashioned the sides and base. The sides were to be
hinged and would fold in when not being used and the base can also be removed. | also fitted a top to provide
more of a tunnel effect to draw the fumes into the filter and also so | could stand a desk lamp to provide
adequate lighting. My woodworking skills are not one to be proud of but at the end of my three hour project
the finished article actually worked.

| have now used it in anger while spraying my Lexus LF-A. Firstly | dampened down the base and worktop to
remove static charge to lessen the dreaded dust issue. | spent a long while spraying the Lexus firstly with
Tamiya primer and when fully dried the Zero Paint | purchased from Hiroboy with virtually no smell and no fog
in my garage a real result! Even the top lacquer coat which was from Halfords there was no lingering odour. |
still wear a mask though just to make doubly sure



The only issue | have is | use an industrial air compressor which is fine until the storage tank gets too low and
fires up the motor which always makes me jump. | think what | have saved on this spray booth will pay for a
nice lwata? So on the whole a very worth wild and cost saving exercise.

LIKE TO KNOW THE COST OF WORLD WAR 11???

No doubt we all receive “round robin” emails that may raise a smile before getting consigned to the recycle bin.
However sometimes an email comes along that really makes you think. This email forwarded to me by Carl
Thurston had some incredible facts about the US war effort that | had to share it. It would be interesting to get
some similar figures for the UK.

Tony

AMAZING WWII AIRCRAFT FACTS

Most Americans who were not adults during WWII have no understanding of the magnitude of it. This listing
of some of the aircraft facts gives a bit of insight to it.

e 276,000 aircraft manufactured in the US .
e 43,000 planes lost overseas, including 23,000 in combat.
e 14,000 lost in the continental U.S.

The US civilian population maintained a dedicated effort for four years, many working long hours seven days
per week and often also volunteering for other work. WW!II was the largest human effort in history.

STATISTICS FROM FLIGHT JOURNAL MAGAZINE.

THE COST OF DOING BUSINESS

THE PRICE OF VICTORY
(cost of an aircraft in WWII dollars)

B-17- $204,370. P-40- $44,892. B-26- $192,426 C-47- $88,574.

B-24- $215,516 P-47- $85,578. B-29- $605,360 PT-17- $15,052.

B-25- $142,194. P-51- $51,572. P-38- $97,147. AT-6- $22,952.




PLANES A DAY WORLDWIDE

From Germany 's invasion of Poland Sept. 1, 1939 and ending with Japan 's surrender Sept. 2, 1945 --- 2,433
days.

From 1942 onward, America averaged 170 planes lost a day.

How many is a 1,000 planes? B-17 production (12,731) wingtip to wingtip would extend 250 miles. 1,000 B-
17s carried 2.5 million gallons of high octane fuel and required 10,000 airmen to fly and fight them.

THE NUMBERS GAME

e 9.7 billion gallons of gasoline consumed, 1942-1945.

e 107.8 million hours flown, 1943-1945.

e  459.7 billion rounds of aircraft ammo fired overseas, 1942-1945.
e 7.9 million bombs dropped overseas, 1943-1945.

e 2.3 million combat sorties, 1941-1945 (one sortie = one takeoff).
e 299,230 aircraft accepted, 1940-1945.

e 808,471 aircraft engines accepted, 1940-1945.

e 799,972 propellers accepted, 1940-1945.

According to the AAF Statistical Digest, in less than four years (December 1941- August 1945), the US Army Air
Forces lost 14,903 pilots, aircrew and assorted personnel plus 13,873 airplanes --- inside the continental
United States. They were the result of 52,651 aircraft accidents (6,039 involving fatalities) in 45 months.

Think about those numbers. They average 1,170 aircraft accidents per month---- nearly 40 a day. (Less than
one accident in four resulted in totalled aircraft, however.)

It gets worse.....

Almost 1,000 Army planes disappeared en route from the US to foreign climes. But an eye-watering 43,581
aircraft were lost overseas including 22,948 on combat missions (18,418 against the Western Axis) and 20,633
attributed to non-combat causes overseas.

In a single 376 plane raid in August 1943, 60 B-17s were shot down. That was a 16 percent loss rate and meant
600 empty bunks in England. In 1942-43 it was statistically impossible for bomber crews to complete a 25-
mission tour in Europe .

Pacific theatre losses were far less (4,530 in combat) owing to smaller forces committed. The worst B-29
mission, against Tokyo on May 25, 1945, cost 26 Superfortresses, 5.6 percent of the 464 dispatched from the
Marianas .

On average, 6,600 American servicemen died per month during WWII, about 220 a day. By the end of the war,
over 40,000 airmen were killed in combat theatres and another 18,000 wounded. Some 12,000 missing men
were declared dead, including a number "liberated" by the Soviets but never returned. More than 41,000
were captured, half of the 5,400 held by the Japanese died in captivity, compared with one-tenth in German
hands. Total combat casualties were pegged at 121,867.

US manpower made up the deficit. The AAF's peak strength was reached in 1944 with 2,372,000 personnel,
nearly twice the previous year's figure.

The losses were huge---but so were production totals. From 1941 through 1945, American industry delivered
more than 276,000 military aircraft. That number was enough not only for US Army, Navy and Marine Corps,
but for allies as diverse as Britain , Australia , China and Russia . In fact, from 1943 onward, America produced
more planes than Britain and Russia combined. And more than Germany and Japan together 1941-45.



However, our enemies took massive losses. Through much of 1944, the Luftwaffe sustained uncontrolled
haemorrhaging, reaching 25 percent of aircrews and 40 planes a month. And in late 1944 into 1945, nearly
half the pilots in Japanese squadrons had flown fewer than 200 hours. The disparity of two years before had
been completely reversed.

EXPERIENCE LEVEL:

Uncle Sam sent many of his sons to war with absolute minimums of training. Some fighter pilots entered
combat in 1942 with less than one hour in their assigned aircraft.

The 357th Fighter Group (often known as The Yoxford Boys) went to England in late 1943 having trained on P-
39s. The group never saw a Mustang until shortly before its first combat mission.

A high-time P-51 pilot had 30 hours in type. Many had fewer than five hours. Some had one hour.

With arrival of new aircraft, many combat units transitioned in combat. The attitude was, "They all have a
stick and a throttle. Go fly "'em." When the famed 4th Fighter Group converted from P-47s to P-51s in
February 1944, there was no time to stand down for an orderly transition. The Group commander, Col.
Donald Blakeslee, said, "You can learn to fly '51s on the way to the target.

A future P-47 ace said, "I was sent to England to die." He was not alone. Some fighter pilots tucked their
wheels in the well on their first combat mission with one previous flight in the aircraft. Meanwhile, many
bomber crews were still learning their trade: of Jimmy Doolittle's 15 pilots on the April 1942 Tokyo raid, only
five had won their wings before 1941. All but one of the 16 co-pilots were less than a year out of flight school.

In WWII flying safety took a back seat to combat. The AAF's worst accident rate was recorded by the A-36
Invader version of the P-51: a staggering 274 accidents per 100,000 flying hours. Next worst were the P-39 at
245, the P-40 at 188, and the P-38 at 139. All were Allison powered.

Bomber wrecks were fewer but more expensive. The B-17 and B-24 averaged 30 and 35 accidents per 100,000
flight hours, respectively-- a horrific figure considering that from 1980 to 2000 the Air Force's major mishap
rate was less than 2.

The B-29 was even worse at 40; the world's most sophisticated, most capable and most expensive bomber was
too urgently needed to stand down for mere safety reasons. The AAF set a reasonably high standard for B-29
pilots, but the desired figures were seldom attained.

The original cadre of the 58th Bomb Wing was to have 400 hours of multi-engine time, but there were not
enough experienced pilots to meet the criterion. Only ten percent had overseas experience. Conversely,
when a $2.1 billion B-2 crashed in 2008, the Air Force initiated a two-month "safety pause" rather than declare
a "stand down", let alone grounding.

The B-29 was no better for maintenance. Though the R3350 was known as a complicated, troublesome power-
plant, no more than half the mechanics had previous experience with the Duplex Cyclone. But they made it
work.

NAVIGATORS:

Perhaps the greatest unsung success story of AAF training was Navigators. The Army graduated some 50,000
during the War. And many had never flown out of sight of land before leaving "Uncle Sugar" for a war zone.
Yet the huge majority found their way across oceans and continents without getting lost or running out of fuel
--- a stirring tribute to the AAF's educational establishments.

CADET TO COLONEL:



It was possible for a flying cadet at the time of Pearl Harbour to finish the war with eagles on his shoulders.

That was the record of John D. Landers, a 21-year-old Texan, who was commissioned a second lieutenant on
December 12, 1941. He joined his combat squadron with 209 hours total flight time, including 2? in P-40s. He
finished the war as a full colonel, commanding an 8th Air Force Group --- at age 24.

As the training pipeline filled up, however those low figures became exceptions.

By early 1944, the average AAF fighter pilot entering combat had logged at least 450 hours, usually including
250 hours in training. At the same time, many captains and first lieutenants claimed over 600 hours.

FACT:
At its height in mid-1944, the Army Air Forces had 2.6 million people and nearly 80,000 aircraft of all types.

Today the US Air Force employs 327,000 active personnel (plus 170,000 civilians) with 5,500+ manned and
perhaps 200 unmanned aircraft.

The 2009 figures represent about 12 percent of the manpower and 7 percent of the airplanes of the WWII
peak.

IN SUMMATION:

Whether there will ever be another war like that experienced in 1940-45 is doubtful, as fighters and bombers
have given way to helicopters and remotely-controlled drones over Afghanistan and Iraq . But within living
memory, men left the earth in 1,000-plane formations and fought major battles five miles high, leaving a
legacy that remains timeless.



AIRFIX SAVOIA MARCHETTI SM79 PART 2 BY CARLTON THURSTON

Continuing from last month Carl describes the addition of interior detail to this classic Airfix kit.

The first decision | had to make was whether to make
the framework inside the 2 fuselage shells, or
freestanding outside. | decided on making the
framework first with all of the detail inside. This
picture shows how | made the basic framework. The
red and green pins are on the outside of the frame,
place at the end of each upright rod. The blue pins are
on the inside of the main front to rear, top and
bottom rods. | had another copy of the plans which |
used to guide me in cutting the vertical rods to
length. On a project like this | have 6 plan copies
made for various uses.

- anh
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This picture shows the first 2 frames that | made up.
The upper one is made from .025 Evergreen rod and
is way too flimsy. The lower one is made from .035
rod, and is far more substantial

After studying the plans for awhile | saw that the
windows on the side of the fuselage are too low on
this model. This picture shows the correction that |
made. The top fuselage piece shows the black line |
used as my guide for the cut. The bottom piece shows
the small piece of plastic card | used as a filler piece.

After placing the 2 finished frames into the fuselage
halves | had second thoughts about building the
complete framework before inserting it in the model
halves. So | have put in the side stringers and
framework and will add the detail as | go along. | think
it will help if you know that this is only my second
model building up the interior like this. My first one
was an Airfix Hawker Demon..



I have started on some of the etch-brass components.
The large parts are part of the upper end of the bomb
bay. There are 5 pieces in the whole thing as you look
at it now. There will be more added later on. The
parts are lying next to my 6 inch steel ruler, 1/32nd
increments showing.

2011/06/08 2241

I am including this picture to show some of the tools |
used while working with etch-brass. The main folding
tool is called the "BUG" and | consider it the best of
the various folding tools available today. If you look
closely at the previous picture, the 3 double lines
going across the larger piece from side to side are
each actually one piece folded double. | have included
the smaller boxes to show that by using this "BUG"
there is no need to glue the joints.. The aluminium
top piece can be rotated so that any of the sides can
be used. | have several more tweezers but these are
the ones | use most often with etch-brass.

TAMIYA 1/32 SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE MK IXC PART 3 BY TONY ADAMS

An excerpt from December 2010 edition of the Romsey Modeller...
That’s as far as I've got. | am actually taking a break from this build, I’'ve been at it 2 months and feel like doing
something different. | expect to get back to it next month once I’'ve completed my new (quicky) project, when

the fun part will start — the painting.

Errr I’'m not sure how a one month break
turned into a six month holiday, | guess |
was distracted by wiles of the Airfix Sea
Vixen and my F-86 Sabre but six months!
Oh well, now that my kitchen is installed
it’s time to crack on, particularly as the
Tamiya build competition is in a month’s
time, now where was I?

The main assembly has been completed
and the model was starting to look like a
spit. Before | started painting | had to fix
a problem.

In dry fitting the engine to the fuselage it

was clear that it wouldn'’t sit correctly but sloped upwards making the engine panels impossible to line up. This
was Tamiya’s flag ship model , how could this be? Obviously the problem existed between model and chair i.e.

| had cocked something up!

On further investigation | found that the engine bulkhead was not sitting down onto the bottom of the wing
due mainly to the power wires for the motor ( see part 1 — Nov 2010) . This was tricky to fix , but after some

scraping and whittling | manage to restore the situation.

Before | started painting | had to consider how | was going to mask the cockpit, | was worried that filling it
with tissue paper of masking tape would damage the detail within so | decided to use the canopy. So the next
job was to prepare it. The main canopy part has a obvious moulding line that had to be removed. First the line




was erased with 1000 grit wet n dry ( fortunately it was only on the top surface) and I then used a number of
grades of micromesh to restore the glass clarity. Plastic polish finished off before the piece cleaned in my ultra
sonic bath and then dunked in Klear ( along with the other clear parts) . Once dry they looked pretty good.

The engine miss alignment was caused by the gap The canopy seam needs to be removed
between the bulk head and the wing spar, this was
fixed with some difficulty

Micromesh restored the clarity of the canopy Clear parts in the ultra sonic cleaner

| used the Eduard pre-cut masks from my Big Ed set rather than the kit supplied mark, this fits beautifully.
Before fitting | painted the canopy frames cockpit green, which would show through to represent the interior
frame colour. The front and rear canopy sections were fixed to the aircraft and masking tape was used to
bridge the gap to stop any paint getting into the cockpit. Further masking was applied where necessary, the
final act before starting to paint was to fasten the brass cannon barrels to the wings which look excellent. At
last | was ready to paint.

The first job as to prime the model, | generally use Tamiya Fine Gray primer which | decant from the can and
spray via my airbrush. To decant | use a drinking straw fastened onto the end of the can nozzle which guides

the paint into a jar.

Canopy masked and frames sprayed cockpit green Tamiya Fine Gray Primer applied

After the decanting you find that the paint is full of gas which you must let escape before airbrushing, this
normally takes 24 hours. This time | wondered if | could speed up the process so | put the paint filled jar into



my ultra sonic cleaner and gave it a 3 minute burst. This certainly got rid of the gas in quick time ( you need to
ensure that the jar is big enough to stop the paint “boiling over” ), so | could get straight on and apply the
primer to the model.

e
took ages! | remembered to prime and preshade the engine
covers too!

Preshading added using Tamiya X1, this

Once applied the primer brought out a few areas that needs a little more attention , most notably the
underside fuselage join which was still slightly visible, this was soon resolved with a lick of Mr Surfacer.

Next it was on to the preshading, I'm not sure how much of this will show through on the top camouflage
surfaces but it should break up the underside colour and the invasion stripes. | used thinned Tamiya X-1 ,
sprayed over the panels and rivet lines, which took a good 2 hours, the engine panels were given the same
treatment. Lastly for this instalment | started to apply the finishing coat, starting with the white of the invasion
stripes. The whole area ( which is much larger than | had expected) was sprayed Mr Colour White , this is the
best white for spraying | have found, it covers well in one coat which can’t be said for Tamia X-2. The black
preshade was covered so that it just showed through the white, hopefully It'll produce the same effect |
achieved on the Heinkel 111 — fingers crossed.

The white for the invasion stripes is applied Preshading always looks good under white, here is
the underside

That’s’ as far as | have got, | now have a month to get this completed before the Tamiya competition, no
problem —unless | have another “break”.



CLUB DIARY

June 15" Club Night June 4th Salisbury Show
July 20" Tamiya Competition
August 17™ Club Night
September 3rd Build a Model in a Day
September 21 Club Night September 17" Farnborough Show
September 22™ | Airfix Visit
October 19" Club Night TBA Yeovilton Autumn Show

November 16™

Annual Competition

December 21°"

Xmas Night

Ampfield Village Hall
Morleys Lane
Romsey

Hampshire

SO51 9BJ

ext Meeting: Wednesday June pm to 10pm
Next Meeting: Wednesday June 15" (8 10pm)
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Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication

Paul Adams
Russell Eden
Carlton Thurston
Karol Wicinski
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