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THIS MONTH

At last we have heard our application for the club membership of the IPMS has been approved. This is great
news for the club which hopefully will benefit from the help and support from the national organisation and
allow us to develop links with other clubs and continue to increase our membership. However we need to be
sure that it doesn’t change the character and feel of the club, | sure we will continue to be as friendly and
welcoming as we have always been over the last 10 years. Exciting times...

Now to this months Romsey Modeller - After struggling for content last month my cup runeth over with
contributions this month . We have two new authors with new members Gary Sharpling and Nigel Robins
supplying some excellent pieces. While our “old faithfuls” Paul, Richard, Gary and Russell also come up with the
goods, reading through this is probably one of our strongest issues ( maybe because | haven’t written too
much).

Tony...

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 3" Wednesday of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we often run
workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also attend most
of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS

| IPMS NEWS..

It gives me great pleasure to finally announce confirmation that Romsey
Modellers are now an official UK IPMS branch. Unfortunately due to changes
in liaison officers and waiting for the IPMS AGM meeting, there has been a
frustratingly long delay, however late last month, new UKLO, Phil Cater,
announced our IPMS status on the organisations website.

We are now listed on the homepage’s link to branches, which includes
contact details for the secretary (Paul) and a link to the clubs website. | am
determined not to lose the Romsey Modellers name tag we’ve had since the

clubs inception, and so we’'ll be known as IPMS Romsey (Romsey Modellers).
| anticipate we’ll be known to most by our original name, which is just fine,
as saying “IPMS Romsey open brackets Romsey Modellers close brackets” is a bit of a mouth full!!

The impact of this affiliation will not be seen immediately, though we expect an upturn in membership,
improved exposure through the IPMS website, and the publishing of our articles in the bi-monthly IPMS
magazine. Long term we’ll need to look at possibly displaying at Scale ModelWorld, Telford. The rest we’ll just
have to wait and see!

For more information checkout the IPMS website here; http://www.ipms-uk.co.uk/index.html




PHOTO SHOOT

The following photos were taken by Paul at out last meeting , they are shortly bound for the website gallery.




CLUB WEBSITE

The club website has without a doubt contributed to the recent success and interest in the club’s activities. We
must of course thank Tony for his drive and enthusiasm in creating a website that is the envy of many clubs. It
is apparent however that to maintain the interest we need to keep the website updated regularly. With Tony’s
domestic commitments this year, other than the monthly magazine, updates have been sporadic. With Tony’s
blessing I've appointed Dale Koppi to assist him with updates and more importantly to develop the site
further. Dale will begin helping out once he has finished moving houses. Please join me in wishing Dale
success with his first role within the club.

http://www.romseymodellers.co.uk/

Paul has come up with a rather amusing abbreviation of Dale’s new role - Assistant Webmaster, suffice to say
Dale is not amused...

TAMIYA COMPETITION

The much anticipated Tamiya competition takes place this month and with a nice
first place glass trophy and with a shilling or two on the side for the lucky winners, it
promises to be an exciting evening. Your model can be a Tamiya based conversion,

TAMIYA or simply an out of the box build, there are no restrictions other than your model

must have originated from a Tamiya kit. Good luck to the entrants.

MY HOBBYLINK JAPAN EXPERIENCE BY PAUL ADAMS

I’'m afraid I’'m not reporting a trip to one of Japan foremost model kit outlets, but what | consider to be one of
the worst trading experiences I've had outside of eBay. It all started in mid February when | placed an order for
two motorcycle kits (one resin) which cost in excess of £125 without the shipping. | ordered in the usual way
taking benefit of a lower than normal price for the resin kit, and paid via my set up payment method of Paypal.

As is customary, you receive a confirmation email and later a shipping notice. In this case the notice was sent
on the 28" February. My chosen shipping method was SAL, surface air lift, which ships items on a space
available basis. Normally you could wait up to 28 days for shipping to take place. With the high value of the
items, | was expecting to get stung by the custom vultures which can also add a delay in the parcel getting to
you.

6 weeks later, and no parcel. Another 4 weeks later, still no parcel. At this point | checked the HLJ website to
seek advice on late parcels. They advise waiting 90 days after the shipping notice, but nevertheless | popped an
email off to trouble@hlj and waited for an answer. | asked - perhaps the parcel was lost in the Tsunami that
struck the district in early March? Predictably they suggested waiting the full 90 days and then updating them
on to the situation.

Another few weeks passed and another email was fired off. The reply came the same day and asked if | could
check with the local Post Office and Parcelforce office, perhaps they could’nt deliver it (??) or someone else at
work had it sat on their desk and forgot about it!! Yeah right. The Parcelforce office drew a blank and frankly |
wasn’t bothered to check with the local PO.

The next email thanked me for my efforts and asked if | could wait another 30 days while they checked with
the Japanese PO service and perhaps it might just turn up...okay then...



A month later and, yes, no parcel. Another email to HLJ to tell them for the third time the parcel still hadn’t
materialised. They apologised and promised to source the items again or refund my monies. Another email
from HJL the next day stated they couldn’t source another resin kit and they had sent me a refund. | also got
another email from Paypal, stating | had funds waiting and must agree to the sum forwarded. It was for £117,
some £8 short of my original spend. Paypal had taken their fee for paying me back! | explained the situation to
HLJ, and they said as | paid by Paypal they couldn’t forward the money in any other way (i,e, credit/debit card)
and the transaction/loss had cost them money too!! If they had of paid the money back as a ‘refund’ and not
‘payment’ | wouldn’t have been charged. Because the 45 days Paypal claim deadline had passed, it couldn’t be
‘refunded’. HU’s insistence that the customer is made to wait 90 days adds further to the problem. And so,
130 days, no kits and £8 down, thanks for nothing HLJ. If you’re paying for your kits by Paypal, be warned, it
could end up costing you if the parcel is lost.

GOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED BY PAUL ADAMS

Only just recently | trekked off to Chichester for the annual
gathering of petrolheads, the well-heeled and some of the
world’s most beautiful cars, all set in the 12,000 acres that is
Lord March’s front garden. The weather played nice on this
weekend and so
Friday 1% July
was set aside for
another busy day

of photography
and autograph hunting. The festival is unique in that you gain
unprecedented access to the cars, bikes, drivers and riders. The
chance to crawl over some rare machinery is just to be good to
be true and an early start at 07:00 gets an unrestricted view

before many of the public and other photographers fill the
paddock and get in your way. Most visitors head for the F1 paddock, so for the bikes you can get 2 hours and
100’s of research photos in your camera in no time. Many of the bikes and cars are fettled before being run up
the hill, so have their fairings and bodywork off, perfect for those engines pictures you’ll need for that next
model. | took 400 photos, mainly of the bikes, but some interesting cars too. If you are interested in getting
some ‘free’ reference pictures, get yourself down to Goodwood next July.




MODEL AUCTION BY STEVE EDWARDS

At our last meeting we distributed a number of built kits that were built by a modeller who passed away
recently. At out next meeting on Wednesday 20" July we would like to offer the un-built kits for purchase via
an informal auction. The majority of proceeds will be given to the widow, Peggy Hurst.

Some of the items will have a reserve, which if not met, will result in myself attempting to sell them on eBay, if
I am unsuccessful they will then be again offered on a first come basis to members for whatever we can get for
them.

The following are still in cellophane wrapping and are in late 80’s boxes, all Airfix 1/72

Gloster Gladiator Mk1 Fairey Battle
Supermarine S6B Spifire VB
Vought Corsair Handley Page Hampden
Grumman Widgeon Junkers JU52
F14A Tomcat Handley page Halifax.

The following are in unwrapped boxes which | opened and appear to be complete. Again all Airfix 1/72 late

80’s boxes
Cessna 0-2A/B Supermarine Walrus
Bristol Beaufighter Handley Page Jetstream
Fairey Swordfish F16 Fighting Falcon
F18 Hornet F15 Eagle

The following are as above in older boxes

Tiger moth Spitfire VB
Spitfire MK9 Mosquito
Beaufighter
Plus the following
Airfix 1.600 QE2 appears complete Tamiya 1/48 Mosquito still bagged
Revell 1.570 Queen Mary and Titanic Skybirds injection moulded Scimitar
— both appear to be complete with resin and metal parts
Heller 1/43 Range rover and Rover 3500 Blackburn Shark

— both bagged and complete

obscure Eastern European Supermarine S6B
(eastern express?) 1/72 :-

3 Locomotive kits A Russian Flying boat — no name or scale
(I don’t know if all the parts are there)

And various partly made kits and interesting empty boxes that may be of interest to someone.

It would be nice if we could raise a bit of cash for Peggy, so dig deep guys — you know you want to.

Steve



MAFVA NATIONALS 19™ JUNE 2011 BY NIGEL ROBINS

For this year’s MAFVA Nationals | had a full car as | took senior modellers Barry Sharman and Chris Pearce from
the South Hants Military Modelling Society, a boot full of kits and Harold Hanna s (Matador Models) reserve
plastic stock. Despite the 06.00am start on a Sunday we had a very good journey up arriving a bit before 08.30
so there was plenty of time to look around and snaffle those bargains before the hoards descended. As usual,
the show which is held in a large tent on the IWM Site Duxford Airfield was well attended with traders from
across the “cottage Industry” of the hobby, with Matador models, Millicast, Accurate Armour and MMS the
larger names in attendance and many of the smaller manufacturers like; Bull Models, Gramodels and Convoy.
It was particularly nice to see Dan Taylor and Mike Starmer selling their wares and to see Castoff trading once
again. There were the usual suppliers of plastic kits present with LSA and Pol Models in the tent and Mr
Models, Kit Krazy and others scattered around the Duxford site. The weather was kind this year with only two
downpours which saw the numbers inside the tent dramatically increase each time this happened but

considering the week that we had just experienced it could have been so much worse.
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As Duxford is still a working airfield there were various historic aircraft flying throughout the day | counted a
Harvard, a Tiger Moth and a Dragon Rapide. There was also a military vehicle rally and parade taking place
during the day and a Military Book Fair in the American Aircraft Hall. As well as the main hangers, which are
always worth visiting, there is also the Land warfare hall and a number of other interesting exhibits scattered
around the site, if anything there is too much to see in one day.

MAFVA had, as usual, superbly organised the
show and this year s competitions. There were
strong entries, as you would expect, in all of the
vehicle classes and | believe that John Hamm
again won the award for best in show. Chris put
entries in some of the competition classes and
achieved two silver awards, a bronze and a
highly commended, an impressive but not
undeserved set of results.




Despite helping out on the Matador stand | was able to have a quick look around and have a chat to many of
my friends in and outside of MAFVA it was particularly nice to see Mike Gill from the South Wales Branch who
was displaying some very nice Bedford QL conversions and to see Tony Little (Former editor of Military Model-
craft International) looking so well.

The main buzz amongst the traders was whether or not “On Track “would take place in February 2012. | can
confirm that this show, now called “On Track 2012” will now take place on 18.02.2011 at the Leas Cliff Hall in
Folkestone for more information visit the “On Track” website at ontrackshow.co.uk This will be updated in
the coming weeks and will be organised by the same team that organised at incredibly short notice this year’s
highly successful event.

At the end of the show, despite selling at least half the kits | brought with me, we still had as full a car. | had
bought some more cheap Airfix 1970s aircraft kits whilst Barry treated himself to Accurate Armour s
Thorneycroft Antar Mk3 and Chris had visited Pol Models again and had been given yet more kits as
competition prizes!! That has got to be the sign of a good show. We arrived back after a slightly slower return
journey at 8.00pm.



LEXUS LFA BY RICHARD STEWART

As I’'m never going to be able to afford the real one at £340,000 each | thought it would be nice just to own
the 1/24 scale version at around £40.00.

Tamiya really do make a nice kit for your money with nice crisp lines and etch where you need it. It's almost a
shame to start taking bits off sprues but with the Tamiya competition nearing it was out with the hobby knife
and off we go.

The first step as always was to
wash all the components to
remove any oils or release agents.
| then mostly concentrated on the
body as if this did not go right it
would be the end game for the
rest of it!

After very fine sanding with some
4000 grit the shell went into my
purpose built spray booth |
mentioned in last month edition
with a couple of coats of Tamiya
surface primer added, Once all
was fully dry | rubbed this down
with 4000 grit again till it was nice

and smooth, then it was back in :
the spray booth for the top coat which | used Zero paints. This was the first time | have used this product and |
was very impressed with the coverage and overall look. This is from a person whose only colour application
has been matt or semi matt and mostly brushed on, this was a real pleasure to do. After an hour’s drying time
a couple of coats of Halfords’s lacquer were applied for the top shine.

With this complete the rest of the kit did not need to be consigned to my spares box and so onward went the
build! Forgot to take those important pictures at this stage oops!

THE ENGINE ASSEMBLY

This is a very nice kit on its own with the V10 engine connected via a drive tube to the sequential transmission
in the rear. Very detailed scavenge pumps are at the bottom of the engine, which is almost a shame to cover
up with the lower covers.

As all major castings are aluminium | decided to use different shades as | did not want to make it look as
though it was machined out of one hunk of metal!



On completion of this it was on with the aluminium suspension components (using the same paint philosophy)
and brake assemblies. The main ‘tub’ was next which was a straightforward assembly using the reference
photos | took when | was lucky enough to get close to the only one in the UK at present! The only thing | added
to the passenger compartment was seatbelt and anchor points.

The car is 65% carbon fibre, so it was out with the carbon fibre decal sheets! To be truthful | did have some
trouble with this with lots of compound cures a few ‘let’s start again’ episodes, but looking back not too bad
(in my view) a first attempt. If | had not read Paul’s excellent article first | think it may have been curtains for
the model. (Thanks Paul)

Now was the mating of the chassis to the body! A little bit on the tight side with the rear radiators causing a bit
of ‘sweaty brow’ but all eventually went together. The wheels | kept in the original chrome finish that came
with the kit although on the real thing it is more of titanium silver than chrome, but | think it looks more the
part. It was at this stage | noticed a slight twist in the chassis which raised the front near side wheel by about
1mm. This did not bother me too much as | would attach the car firmly to a base which would straighten this
out



Next was the bonnet which | used the carbon fibre weave on the underneath and then fitted the metal etch
grills. | also replicated the items found on the real car by applying the weave for the engine longitudinal
support frame and the bonnet stay.

Taking a leaf out of my 1/48 TSR 2 build | mounted the car on a base and used mirrors to reflect the underside
of the vehicle the only problem was the vehicle is so low it still does not show enough off. This was confirmed
when | took it to the Lexus Head office near Gatwick, all the ‘techies’ were forever cranking their heads trying
to look underneath.

My next move is to mount the car on 4, 10mm square pillars which will ensure a full display of the vehicles
assets. | have fitted all the under shields even though | had spend ages on the engine/ transmission and decal
weaving. To use a sentence from one of Tony’s articles ‘Because | know it’s there’!



AIRFIX SPITFIRE BTK BY NIGEL ROBINS

DISCOVERY

At the last club meeting there were on display a large
number of constructed 1/72 aircraft donated to the club
by Trevor Hurst. These had belonged to his late father.
Having had a look at the models | realised that some dated
back many years and amongst them were very early 1960s
Airfix kits. What | had not banked on finding amongst the
Spitfire collection was a completed model of the
Legendary Airfix Spitfire “BTK” This kit, mint in its plastic
bag, is very rare (I have only seen photos of one) and is
quite valuable retailing around £150 on the collectors
market. Despite never having seen a “BTK” it was obvious

to me what | had in my hand, it was the four bombs
underneath the wings that gave it away and of course the decals. Whilst the model is in pretty poor condition;
it is missing a tail plane, tail wheel, propeller blades, Ariel mast, the cockpit is fogged with glue and it is painted
in a spotted brown and green scheme never worn by an R.A.F. aircraft, it is “BTK” from 1953.

A TALE OF THREE MEN

Most of us are aware that “Airfix” as a company was started in 1939 by a Hungarian Jew called Nicholas Kove
and initially produced air filled rubber toys, hence the name “Airfix” Due to the shortage of rubber after
Japanese conquests in the Far East in 1942 he switched to the production of plastic combs and disposable
lighters. By 1947 Airfix were the largest producers of plastic combs in the UK. However, Kove was faced with
serious problems, he had to undergo major surgery, the demand for combs was declining and the Inland
Revenue had caught up with Airfix and the company was faced with a large tax demand. In order to try to
resolve these problems he sought a return to his pre-war products, novelties and toys. In 1948 he signed a
contract to produce a promotional plastic Tractor demonstration model for the Ferguson Tractor Company.
These were initially supplied in 1949 as complete models in 1/20 scale but when Airfix were asked to produce
more, in order to save on costs, the Tractors were supplied
as a kit of parts for the customer to assemble themselves.
So was born the first Airfix kit. Around this time Kove
employed John Gray as Chief Buyer (later General Manager
of Airfix) and Ralph Ehrmann as, initially Kove s Assistant
(later chairman of Airfix Industries) Gray and Ehrmann had
their own ideas regarding the production of kits and after
two fact finding trips to America, settled on the
manufacture of a range of classic ships starting with “The
_ Golden Hind” (the second Airfix kit) in roughly 1/600 scale.
r:, R~ . :{‘ ' Once again this kit was a commercial success mainly due to

.i?l:;eing sold through Woolworth’s branches. Gray and Ehrmann then approached Kove with their latest idea a
model kit of an aircraft the Spitfire in 1/72 for release in 1953. Kove was decidedly lukewarm about this
proposal as he believed that the ship range was the way forward. He would only allow Gray and Ehrmann to
proceed with the project if they were prepared to pay nearly £1000 for the tooling costs out of their own
salaries if the model was a commercial failure. This may seem like a small sum today but in 1953 a MPs salary
was about £2000 P/A so this was indeed a high stakes gamble on Gray and Ehrmann s part. Fortunately the
gamble paid off, the Spitfire was a huge commercial success for the company.



THE MAN WHO MADE AIRFIX?

Despite the model’s commercial success the company received a large number of complaints from Ex R.A.F.
ground crew and others stating that the kit was a poor replica of the original aircraft that they had once
worked on. Among the most critical was a young man called John Edwards, a talented model-maker who
stated that he could design a better replica himself. In the

.

more deferential 1950s such an outburst would prompt a
response and John Gray summoned him to his office to explain
himself. Gray quickly realized Edward’s talent and employed
him on the spot as chief designer. Whilst Kove, Ehrmann and
Gray were clearly exceptional businessmen it was Edward’s
attention to detail and quest for greater accuracy that
established Airfix’s reputation for quality model kits. Despite
dying at the very young age of 38 in 1971 Edward s legacy was
a constantly expanding range of plastic kits, including the first
of the “Super” aircraft kits in 1/24 and Airfix could justifiably be
described as the best kit manufacturer in the world at that time. Without Edwards, Airfix may well have

produced some crude kits for a short period before switching to other products once the austerity period
ended. It is likely that the world of plastic model making may never have evolved the way it has and this was
all because of a 1/72 Spitfire “BTK”

A SIGNIFICANT MODEL

Very few people can claim to have made a an original Airfix “BTK” as the kit was only in production from 1953
until 1956 when the mould was modified into a replica of a Spitfire Mark 9 and that list is unlikely to grow
much longer considering the rarity and value of the remaining un-built models . Those who have seen a “BTK”
are more likely to have seen one in an un-made state so it would be difficult for them to imagine what one
looks like completed so the acquisition of this model is very significant indeed as it is the genesis of all Airfix
aircraft kits.

Made from silver plastic first impressions of the completed model, even allowing for its run down and battle
damaged state, are not great, it is like a child’s drawing of a Spitfire, it is recognizable but everything is wrong
about it. It has recessed panel lines!! but these are scale 3 inches deep, there are large rivets around the
engine panels, the fuselage is slightly too deep and the wings far too thin. There is no cantilever between the
rear of the wing and the fuselage, the radiator is too small and the oil filter is too large. There is no cockpit
interior just a pilot s head which is part of the fuselage and there are no wheel wells. The wheels are of an
incorrect pattern and the propeller spinner is the wrong size and it is carrying four bombs!!

It is not an accurate model for certain!! | believe that the tooling was copied from an American Aurora 1/48
scale kit and the codes “BTK” belong to a Beaufighter squadron. However in 1953 there were very few aircraft
reference books available and the main one available “Aircraft of the Fighting powers” whilst having drawings
of aircraft is far from accurate so these errors are understandable. We must also remember that this was
marketed primarily as a toy designed to appeal to children not serious model makers. In part 2 of this article |
will describe the restoration of “BTK”

SOURCES
“The model world of Airfix” 1984 — Arthur Ward

“Airfix - Celebrating 50 years of the world s greatest plastic kits” 1999 - Arthur Ward



1/72 EJECTION SEAT DETAILING. BY GARY JARMAN

For me a lot of the fun of building a kit is to see if | can improve my skill set in some way, preferably with each
build.

A while back | bought an Academy 1/72 scale Hornet at a model show and it came with an Aires ejector seat. |
have the Daco book 'Uncovering the Boeing F/A-18 A/B/C/D Hornet' which features two pages photos of the
Hornet ejector seat and using these pictures as a reference | confirmed that the Aires seat is impressively
accurate while the kit seat (which comes in four parts) is lacking.

| cannot afford to buy a resin seat for every kit that | build and also, | feel that although the Aires seat is well
detailed, even my best paint job would not make the straps look like they were separate items hanging down
from the seat.

I've often used that good old technique of using thin strips of masking tape as straps to try enhance my kit
seats, but this time | decided to take it a step further and try add a three dimension aspect to them.

Before | continue let me say that | am not one of those modellers that has to have the colours and details
100% correct. To me, as long as it looks close to the real thing then I'm happy. | used Revell Acrylics for this
build.

So after looking at the photos | decided | would
(could is probably a more accurate word) not
hope to accurately model the seat, but | would
do my best to improve upon the kits seat. | took
into account just how much of the seat is really
visible. If | model the canopy closed, then I'm
limited to the upper third or quarter of the seat
with a limited view of the actual seat cushions
and lap straps, with the canopy open | would see
the same except that the seat and lap straps will
be more clearly visible.

And so it was that those were the areas |
concentrated on. There's an awful lot of tubing

and piping of assorted sizes that makes up an
ejector seat. Using stretched sprue of different
thicknesses | added some tubing to try fill out
the kit seat. | added a few straps of plastic card across the back of the seat for extra detail as well.



| filed off the straps that came moulded on the kit seat as | would replace these with my paper replacements. |
created the impression of thinner seat sides by scraping away some of the inside of the sides with a sharp
blade. This leaves you with the same thickness part, only it has thinner edges and so it creates the illusion that
the part is nice and thin.

Next | airbrushed the seat with Anthracite. This is my
preferred choice of black as it is a slightly lighter black
which, in my opinion, better suits 1/72 kits. The headrest of
the real seat is made from some sort of vinyl and is slightly
glossier than the metal so | masked that off and applied a
coat of Revell Gloss. | use that rather than Klear because
Klear is very runny and my masking on such a small area is
not as good as it could be. Klear would definitely find any
loose areas of masking whereas with the Revell varnish |
stand a chance of getting away with it.

| dry brushed the chair with silver to try bringing out some
detail. 1 have not seen any photos of real Hornet ejector
seats as weathered as mine but if | was to leave the seat
without dry brushing a lot of the detail would be lost.

hopes that the olive green strapping would stand out a little better.

Now it was time to create my straps. | cut some very narrow strips (slightly less than a mm width) off the sheet
of tracing paper that covered the kits decal sheet. | like to use this paper because it responds well to painting
thin strips of it in that it doesn't fall apart, and also, it comes with the kit and so costs no extra. | paint the
strips by dipping the brush in the paint and then gently drawing the strip across the brush allowing the paper
to soak the paint up. Leave it for a while and then repeat the process on the other side otherwise you do end
up with one side lighter than the other. | made two strips, another in dark grey for the legging straps.



To create my 3D effect with the straps | needed some loops and hanging straps. | used some creative licence

and modified the shoulder strap detail slightly. If you look at the photo of the Aires seat, that is how the

strapping should be. | decided to make a loop for the shoulder straps instead. To do that, | folded the strip

back over onto itself. Make a definite fold and then using a toothpick as a guide, ease the top strip back the

way it was originally going. The best analogy | can think of (because | have young kids at school) is when

writing a cursive U, start at the line on the page, do a line up, then come back down on that line and do a

gentle 180 degree turn at the bottom and go up again. The paper tends to hold its shape quite nicely once it is

folded or bent, so once you've made this fold and bend you can leave the strip and it will keep its shape. To

complete the loop, put a small amount of PVA on a toothpick and dab it onto the fold. Then push the bent

back bit onto the glue and you've completed the loop.

get the folded over effect of some carelessly left
straps resting on a seat. | cut the strap with the loop
at the one end to the length | wanted and glued the
non looped end to the front of the seat cushion (PVA
with a toothpick again) and then let that dry for a few
minutes. Once the glue has dried you can then bend
the rest of the strap any way you want without
worrying that the other end will come off or move.

The lap straps are plain old strips of strapping except
for the buckles. In the pictures | have these are black
rectangles. | folded the one end of the strap over four

To glue the straps onto the seat headrest, using a
toothpick, apply a small amount of PVA along the part
of the strap that will attach to the headrest and put
the strap in place. Use a toothpick to prod the strap
into place. Because you are using PVA you can clean
up any extra glue by gently rubbing at the area with a
piece of wet tissue. Use a sharp blade to cut the
straps in the required places.

For the leg straps | folded the strap back on itself
using a toothpick to get some curve into the fold and
used a small drop of PVA to keep the end attached to
the rest of the strap. With these straps | wanted to try

il % £ . :



times to get a little depth and | didn't worry too much about being precise in terms of folding it exactly back on
itself. So my one fold went slightly skew but | feel that that gives the impression that there is something
attached to the strap. | sealed the folds with a dab of anthracite.

Next | had to make the firing handle that sits between the pilots’ legs. | had some .2 mm wire that | bent
around a ... yup, you guessed it, a toothpick before cutting it with a sharp blade and gluing it with PVA glue.

Finally | wanted to add some colour by representing some of the assorted health and safety notices that adorn
a modern day ejector seat so | masked up a few lines and then put a dab of red and yellow paint between the
masking. | could have just as easily painted a quick strip of colour without masking but | have found that even
for small areas like that, masking makes a straighter edge and just looks better overall.

| believe that the result | have achieved is a good one. My seat will fail the accuracy test, but it is a huge
improvement on the kits seat. What’s more is that it took me a little under an hour to do this. It's not a
significant amount of time and yet the results are well worth it.

MA.K LUNA PAWN SUIT. BY RUSSELL EDEN

A BRIEF HISTORY

SF3D was a comic which ran during the mid-1980s in Hobby Japan
Magazine. The series was created by artist Kow Yokoyama who then
designed and released models of the power suits from the series. The
story is based 880 years in the future after a nuclear war destroys most
of the earth’s population. Hence the fully sealed power suits. In 1998,
the series was reintroduced by Nitto and Kow under the new name
Maschinen Krieger Zbv 3000. Or simply Ma.K. They have since been re-
released by Wave.




THE KIT

| came across these kits by accident browsing on HL.com
a few years ago. After thinking they were pretty cool |
never bought one as | had too many other things |
wanted to do. Whilst browsing aurora.co.jp recently |
discovered one of my favourite Japanese sculptors had
designed some girlie heads that would fit these kits so
with my interest renewed | went back to HU.com and
found that the kit was only £14 inc. shipping from Japan —
bargain — especially as they’re usually twice that on eBay.

The kit is fully pose able and can be snapped together or
glued depending on your level of skill. Whilst relaxing on
holiday | decided to start her and get as far as | could

without paints. The white parts are the usual hard plastic
and as the kit is fully pose able these are held together with dark grey vinyl parts — these being very soft can be
a pain to clean up..

Assembly is pretty straight forward without too much cleaning up needed.

Feet Helmet and new head

Legs

Torso

Well, with all the sections assembled that was it until | got home.



PAINTING

| decided to give her a grey splinter style camo scheme — this meant my masking skills, or lack of would be
given a decent try out.

Step 1 — | sprayed all the parts in Halfords grey primer.

Step 2 - Whilst drying | laid out several strips of masking tape and drew random zigzags on them. Using a rule
and sharp scalpel | followed these lines and once cut | then cut the masking tape into sections. | then randomly

placed these on all the parts.

Step 3 — all parts were sprayed with Halfords white primer. Whilst drying | cut up some more camo stripes.
These were then randomly placed as above.

In white With next layer of masking in place

Step 4 — All parts were painted with Tamiya Panzer grey. Once dry all the
masking was carefully removed.

The camo scheme whilst being very disruptive didn’t come out as well as |
had hoped. The next scheme will have more symmetry and more of a dusting
approach. The paint, especially the panzer grey, went on way too thick
leaving ridges all over the place too. Several lessons learned there then....




To counter this | gave it a heavy coat of gloss lacquer to seal all the paint and hopefully level some of it.

That’s all for the moment. Decals, detailing, weathering and the new head next.

CONSTRUCTING OLDER KITS BY NIGEL ROBINS

Whilst an interesting selection of new kits is released by the major manufacturers each year there are often
amongst these “New” items re-releases of older kits dating back to the sixties and seventies. Some
manufacturers do now state in their catalogue if a kit is a new tooling but others do not and often the novice
will buy a “New” kit only to find that it is not quite what they were expecting and that the plastic in their hands
actually comes from tooling that is nearly 50 years old. Sadly these “New” releases of older kits are far from
state of the art, generally being very simple affairs and all too often the detail and fit of the parts is far from
ideal. This was not always the case however. | can remember buying as a child some of these “New” releases
the first time around and in those days the kits did fit together properly and though the level of detail was the
same it was more clearly defined and there were not the sink marks and flash present on the parts as is
sometimes the case today.

What to do? The easy thing to do is to spend a lifetime making models and reading modelling articles so that
you can identify all known kits and then be able to spot the unmarked re-release...........

Seriously, everyone will sometime get caught and be stuck with a poor model of a favourite subject.
Sometimes that is the only plastic kit available and then you are going to have to make an attempt at building
the model which is why | have written this article.

Before you even contemplate building something from an earlier era of modelling it is probably a good idea to
get some practice in first with an older kit which can be obtained inexpensively and will construct successfully.
This will get you used to some of the challenges ahead and also give you a feel for what 1970s model making
was all about and at the end of it you will have a nice model.



WHAT TO BUILD

Some kits are collector s kits and will, as such, command a premium price so do not attempt these. | personally
would not attempt to construct any 1960s kit if it was unbuilt and still in its original packaging as this is a
collector s item. If you really want to make this particular kit try and obtain a later re-issue, some kits have
been in constant production since first release and a later version from the 1970s or 1980s may command a
much lower price. Avoid old and inaccurate kits of common subjects, these are a complete waste of your time
and effort so only attempt something that is cheap, an uncommon subject and makes up well. A classic
example could be the Airfix Avro Anson dating from 1962- yes it is basic but there are quite a few about and
you can scratch build the interior and super detail it for a lovely model. However the Anson is not a good
starter model as there is too much work for the novice so it is better to look to the 1970s Airfix range as a
starting point.

In the 1970s Airfix improved their kits considerably in fact many of the features we expect to see on every
modern kit were first seen on the Airfix kits of this period. Gone were the operating control surfaces, rivets and
barren cockpit interiors, in their place were detailed cockpits, fine raised panel lines and options for different
variants or weapons loads were offered as standard. If there is a good place to start it is with these kits. You
can obtain original 1970s kits at model shows or at specialist retailers for as little as £3 if you look around. Do
not pay any more than £6 for these kits as despite what retailers may tell you, they are not rare, hundreds of
thousands of them were produced and many are still out there. Alternatively approach older club members,
they may be very glad to sell you part of their loft insulation. If you can't get a seventies boxing an eighties
one (with a photo of the completed model on the box) will suffice but be aware that these kits made under the
Palitoy regime in France are not quite as good as by this time the tooling was starting to wear and the plastic
used was of inferior quality.

AIRFIX 1/72 SCALE 1970S AIRCRAFT KITS TO CONSIDER BUILDING

Shooting star Martin Marauder Mirage F1C

Sabre (Dog) Spitfire Mk 1A SuperMystere

P51 Mustang Hurricane Mk1 S.A. Bulldog
FW190 A &D versions Banshee Sopwith Pup

All of these kits with the exception of the Marauder should cost no more than £6 probably much less - haggle
hard.

Also consider Matchbox- not all of their kits had excessive panel lines, all fitted together well and although
requiring a little more work than the above the kits on the list below are well worth building......

MATCHBOX 1/72 SCALE AIRCRAFT KITS TO BUILD FROM THE 1970S

Wellesley SkyKnight Sea Fox

Stranraer Boeing P12 Meteor

Heyford Hawker Fury Victor K2
Siskin

YOU HAVE OPENED THE BOX AND WHAT DO YOU SEE...

If you have got an Airfix kit you will have a small box containing the instruction sheet, decals, transparencies, a
complaints slip and an invite to join the Airfix Modellers club 1970s version. You will also have about 50 parts
usually on two or three sprues and two fuselage halves all of which will have rattled around in the box for the



past 30 or so years. Some parts will be detached from the sprues but hopefully the kit will be complete though
remember back then Airfix kits did occasionally come with the odd bit missing, thus the complaint slip. The
first job once you have got the kit home is to check that all the parts are complete. The next job is to decide
whether the decals are good enough, they may well be yellowed or damaged by damp. | usually replace the
decals as | think the originals are just too far gone to be useful but if you do decide to use them remember
that they will be fairly thick and may not be as accurate as a modern set so don’t say | didn't warned you.

Clean up the parts as normal and this is where you will be pleasantly surprised as if you have a 1970s original
kit they will fit together with minimal amounts of filler being required. The plastic is easy to work and of good
quality and trust me, the modelling experience will be pleasant. If you have a kit of a fighter you should be able
to complete the build quickly and then you can start painting the model as normal. Do however, realise that
the kit will have a paint scheme that relies on Airfix paints such as M6 (Black) etc. It is highly unlikely that you
will have these paints or would want to use them so use modern alternatives in their place and refer to a
reference book (Like an Osprey “Aircraft of the Aces”) for the paint scheme instead. Settle on the set of decals
you are going to use before starting to paint the model.

Once this is completed this is when you say to your friends; | have actually made an Airfix kit that is really good
and guess what it did not cost me an arm and a leg or take months to finish. You can always improve on the kit
with new decals (As | have already mentioned) or a vac formed canopy and better ordinance but that is up to
you. Remember, it is highly unlikely that you will win an IPMS gold medal with a 1970s Airfix kit today and if
you want to go down that route buy a modern newly tooled kit...

Well those are a few thoughts on older kits, the below are 1970s kits to avoid....
Airfix: Hurricane Mk2, Messerschmitt BF 109E both (1/72)
Matchbox: Strikemaster (1/72)

Other modellers could, no doubt, add to this list but these stick in my mind as being particularly poor
representations of the prototype and/or suffer from excessive numbers of large rivets.



AIRFIX SAVOIA MARCHETTI SM79 BY CARLTON THURSTON

I had an email from Carl, he’s been suffering from chest pain recently and so hasn’t been able to do any
modelling. Obviously our thoughts are with him and we wish him a speedy recovery.

ONDANGWA AIRCRAFT SHELTER — PART 2 BY GARY JARMAN

A while back | wrote in the magazine about the aircraft shelters at Ondangwa AFB. At that stage all | had was a
few sheets of plastic to which | was gluing 1mm strips of plastic.

Once I'd got all the card complete by gluing the strips on them, | glued them together and tried them out with
some 1/72 aircraft to try them out for size.

The size seemed okay relative to the aircraft so | continued with the work. | put rods along the top to represent
the top of the poles that stick out at regular intervals on the real thing.

On the real thing there are quite prominent screw heads that stick out from the corrugation that | assume
keep the corrugation attached to those poles. | drilled the holes for the rivets and then started riveting the



panel. How? | got stretched sprue, held it against a candle to create the screw/rivet head and then put a rivet
in each hole. What can | say, I’'m a sucker for punishment.

Next | had to put the poles on that will support
the netting. I'd bought some 2.5mm rod for
this purpose.

With all the rivetting done | sprayed the completed structure silver. At the Salisbury show I'd spoken to the guy
at the Flory Models stand (used to be Promodeller) and he’d shown me some really amazing rust effects and
gave me a quick demo on how to achieve these effects.

Naturally he has had years of experience and his
effects were amazing. | bought a rust wash and
some rust powder which | started applying to
my silver structure. | tried to follow the
techniques I'd been shown and somehow, after
some very random experimentation, | got a
finish that | was happy with.




A TALE OF WOE... BY GRAY SHARPLING

Hereby hangs a tale of woe.

As you probably know, I’'m a one of the newest members
of the Romsey Modellers, my first club meeting was in
April. | had been working on a couple of kits, but as I'm
still trying to get back into the hobby, so | was making
slow progress. Then | heard that the July meeting was to
be the “Tamiya Competition”, “great”, | thought, one of
the kits | am working on happens to be Tamiya — the
classic Spitfire Mk Vb. And it was going good. So | put the

other kit to one side, and was concentrating all my efforts

into finishing my first ever model kit in 25 years! | could
enter the Tamiya competition. | knew | wouldn’t win anything at all, but just entering would be two major
milestones for me —actually completing a kit, and having the courage to put it on the display table alongside
offerings from the great modellers in the club.

This weekend was to be the finale for me. The ‘spit was looking good. A simple OOB (“out-of-the-box”) build,
with no extras whatsoever, but to my eyes it was something | could be proud of. Notice yet that I'm talking all
the time in the past tense? Anyway, | even took Friday off work to give me more time. Decaling, always one of
my hated tasks, went quicker than | expected, but perhaps not as successfully, a couple of minor rips and
mangles (small lesson learned — Micro-sol really does soften the blighters, but too much and it destroys
them!), and a snapped tail-wheel requiring an unsightly blob of CA to fix, but otherwise it was still acceptable.
Pro-Modellers wash really brought out the panel lines and | was down to the very final stages. The masking
and painting looked better than | expected. | was actually looking forward to showing off my very first finished
kit in 25 years.

Then, about 30 minutes ago as | type this, | learned a very, very hard lesson. Research a new product before
you use it! The model was down to just the last flat-coat and it was done! Fini! | could relax for the rest of the
weekend safe in the knowledge that | had something worth exhibiting on Wednesday. I'd never used Tamiya X-
21 “Flat Base” before. So | just assumed (never, ever assume!) that it was a simple matt varnish type product.
It looked kinda-odd, a bit thick and gloopy, but I just thinned it well and into the airbrush it went. At this point |
can already hear those of you in-the-know screaming “NOOOOOQ!”. But how was | to know? There was
nothing on the jar to indicate any different. | sprayed merrily away. Fifteen minutes later and | had a
completely white model!
Several months of work
completely ruined by a small
lack of research.| leapt to
my PC, and fifteen minutes
of research on the web
showed that one actually
uses X-21 “Flat Base” as an
additive agent to Tamiya’s X-
22 “Clear”, in about a 5:1
mix Clear:Flat. It is that
reactive! Sprayed effectively
neat onto a model, and...
Hoping it might have been
still wet enough to mix and
solve the problem, | quickly




sprayed some neat thinned X-22 onto the model, but it was far, far too late. | was nearly in tears - which is very
undignified for somebody who had only celebrated his 46" birthday a few days before.

My wife was very sympathetic as you can imagine. So I’'m typing this as my own little piece of therapy. I'll be
there on Wednesday, fear not. I'll be the one sobbing quietly in front of the display table, head in hands, and
mumbling incoherently. All I'll be able to think all evening is: “I could have had something worthwhile sitting
on that table.” | most certainly would not have received any awards at all, but it would have sat their proudly,
showing what an old hand has managed to do after a quarter-century of no modelling whatsoever. Instead, it’s
now sitting in the garbage bin waiting for the collection on Monday.

I’'ve had an extremely hard lesson. It’s not the financial cost that bothers me. | could have rushed to Just Add
Imagination in 15 minutes and bought a new one. But even taking three days off work and working all day
every day would not have been enough to get back to where | was an hour ago. Plus my heart wouldn’t be in it
any more. Months of work in the bin, due to one small miscalculation. | probably will do another ‘spit. And I'm
sure it will be even better, as now know where | made mistakes on this kit. But it’ll be a while.

What’s the theme for the next club competition?

Gray

TAMIYA 1/32 SUPERMARINE SPITFIRE MK IXC PART 3 BY TONY ADAMS

Due to work commitments and the number and quality of other articles in this month’s magazine (particularly
on Spitfires) | have decided to hold my update my build article on my Tamiya Spit to next month, however |
have made good progress and with a bit of luck will have it completed for the Tamiya competition on
Wednesday. For now here’s a sneak peek of the model.




CLUB DIARY

July 20" Tamiya Competition
August 17™ Club Night
September 3rd Build a Model in a Day
September 21°* Club Night September 17" Farnborough Show
September 22™ | Airfix Visit
October 19" Club Night TBA Yeovilton Autumn Show

November 16™

Annual Competition

December 21°"

Xmas Night

Ampfield Village Hall

Morleys Lane
Romsey
Hampshire
SO51 9B)J

Next Meeting: Wednesday July 20" (8pm to 10pm)

Ty Braishteld 7

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication

Paul Adams
Russell Eden
Nigel Robins
Gary Jarman
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