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This edition of the Romsey Modeller is unashamedly focused
on Airfix and the fantastic day we spent there, last month.
The visit to Airfix was a fitting climax to our 10" anniversary
celebrations and couldn’t have gone any better. The reception
we got from the Hornby staff was far beyond our expectations
and | can only thank Darrell Burge, Dale Luckhurst, Ryan
Maxwell and the rest of the Hornby team for the time and
effort they put into the day.

The visit is covered comprehensively in these pages by Paul
and Nigel, while | write about what we learnt on how a new
model is created.

Not forgetting what we normally cover in this publication, but
still keeping to a theme,; Pat completes is article on the Airfix
Hawk120D, as ever ending up with something rather special.
Nigel is hot off the blacks in building the very new Airfix
Cromwell MklV and Brian provides his notes on is 10 years, 10
models which he presented at the last club meeting.

I will be on holiday during most of November so it will fall
upon Dale to edit and publish this magazine next month. |

hope to provide him with a good start so | am intending to put together plenty of content in the next two
weeks, so if you have anything for inclusion please send it to me.

Tony...

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 3" Wednesday of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we often run
workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also attend most
of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS BY PAUL ADAMS

YEOVILTON AUTUMN MODEL SHOW - 22"° OCTOBER

After much furore, we have managed to secure a table at this year’s autumn show. We have been allocated 12
foot of table space in Hall 2, though we are not in our usual pitch by the Corsair. We have 5 passes for
members wishing to display, any addition members planning to do so may get a 50% discount at the side door
before the exhibitors entrance closes at 09:45am. The fee will be refunded by the club.

The show opens at 10:00am, so we plan to be on site about 09:00am. We will discuss attendees on the club
night, Wednesday 19",

If you have yet to visit this show, its well worth it as there is plenty see in the museum as well as the models
themselves.

More show information can be found here; http://www.fleetairarm.com/event/3.aspx

ANNUAL COMPETITION

I’'m sure most of you will not need reminding, but for the benefit of the new club members — in just four weeks
time at the November meeting, we will be holding the first of our annual competition nights. You may enter
any model (or models) you like in any of the 8 categories which cover all modelling genres. If you're struggling
to complete a model (that’s most of us then!) we even have a category for unfinished work!

The winner of each class will go onto to compete for best in show and to win the John Cox Memorial trophy at
the December meeting. Last years winner was Karol Wicinski, with his Spanish Galleon, a report on last years
events can be found here

More details will follow next month.



AIRFIX VISIT

Our thanks goes to:

Darrell Burge Hornby Marketing Manger
Dale Luckhurst Humbrol Marketing Manger
Ryan Maxwell Airfix Marketing Assistant

And the rest of the Airfix team for making our visit so enjoyable.

AIRFIX VISIT REPORT BY PAUL ADAMS

I begin writing this article one week after our visit to Airfix’s HQ at Margate. The buzz of the visit still remains
such was the occasion. | could have never imagined how well the visit would go when Tony first pitched the
idea to a few of us back in February. | thought the idea sounded great, but would they entertain us ‘'Romsey
lot’ | pondered? I’'m pleased to say that entertain they certainly did — | can only feel sorry for those who
couldn’t make it or decided not to go.

My day began at 05:50 — showered, dressed, fed and ready to go by 06:30 in time for Dale to collect me and
whisk us both up to Tony’s place in Romsey. Dale arrived at 06:42...my buttocks clenched just a tad as Dale
floored it up my road and sped onward north. We had Gray in the back who was being dropped off at Richard’s
en-route to Tony’s. The plan sounded fine the evening before...except Dale was late and we promised to be at
Tony’s by 06:55!! | distracted myself from Dale’s daredevil driving by talking to Gray (I’'m sure he was doing the
same!), unfortunately for us Dale was talking and driving at the same time......we arrived in one piece at
Richard’s who was waiting with vehicle ready and so after dropping Gray off, we u-turned and raced off to our
destination, just a few miles up the road. The weight of the occasion was evident by the fact that Tony was
ready too — car packed and awaiting its passengers! We arrived at 06.58....with Will strolling in a minute or so
later.

With everyone aboard we left and headed for the M3 to join the rest of those poor souls who had work that
day...

The journey was remarkably good, with just three short
hold ups on the M3 and M25 and no dramas, well almost
none. Perched up front in my seat | pretended not to
notice Tony’s near miss with a BMW! (Ed what near
miss?) His method of distraction was to ply his
passengers with a supply of wine gums, Twix, kettle
crisps and Club bars, and it worked well too! We also
had entertainment fed via iPhone from the comedic

talents of Billy Connelly and Eddie Izzard (cake or death
anyone!). We made a pit-stop on the A299 for a much
need loo visit and some strong beverage — and we met up
with two other car loads of club members who were just
a short distance back from us on the carriageway. The
International Decal Thief (Richard) seized the opportunity
to retell his tales of woe obtaining decals from the US for

his new carrier project, while we all simply mocked and




quietly told ourselves to keep a close eye on our own decals should we bring any to the club in future. You've
been warned! Refreshed, we took to the highway to complete the last 20 miles into a very sunny Margate.

Much to our surprise, some members had
already arrived and were checking out the
delights in the Hornby visitor centre. Other
cars arrived just after 10:30am — so we had all
arrived safely and in good time for the
11:00am tour. | gathered everyone up for the
much needed group photo and with Gray
managing the technical bits, the shots were
quickly in the ‘can’ or should | say, memory
card! | snapped a few frames while we waited
for the Airfix guys to arrive.

We were met just before 11:00am when Dale — AL

Luckhurst (Humbrol Marketing Manager) introduced himself and welcomed the party. Once inside, we
gathered in the new staff area and were offered tea/coffee and biscuits while we waited for the second party
to arrive, a larger group from the Hawker Association. We were
introduced to Darrel Burge, Hornby’s Marketing Manager and
he explained the itinerary for the day and what photographic
restrictions we must obey.

The Hawker group were delayed, so we moved into the
showroom area
where we were
shown new

product lines
from Scalextric and Corgi, featuring a rather neat velodrome
cycle racing game and many 2012 Olympic related products, all
neatly packaged and presented. The room is set up as if it were
a shop display to give prospective distributors some idea of
how the products look on the shelf. We weren’t permitted

photographic chances in this room which had no Airfix
products in at the time of viewing. Adjoining the showroom was another larger product room with complete
examples of Airfix’s current lines as well as Corgi diecasts, Hornby railway locos and Scalextric race tracks,
ready to use! The models were of varying ages and quality, but made superb viewing. There were examples of
the new HMS lIllustrious kits, several lovely finished
1/24™ Mosquito’s, some good build ups of the old
Airfix ship kits, plus many 1/24™ 109’s, Hurricane’s,
Spitfires and Harrier’s. On view too were examples
of the new Lynx helicopter kit and their very nice
Red Arrows Hawk. | was drawn to Airfix’s 1/700 scale
kit of the Titanic, which given the scale wasn’t a bad
replica at all for those not wishing to tackle the
1/400 and 350" versions. The models on display
were builds commissioned by Airfix from a selection
of modellers who regularly undertake paid work for
them.

Meandering through the showroom | found some Romsey Modellers re-enacting the Le Mans 24 hours, with
Dale using his Audi as a battering ram to make up for his lack of outright pace and talent! | was please to



discover the tracks now have a digital lane changing facility, something new to me, but then it’s been 30 years
since my last proper go on a track! The set up they had
would fit just nice in my loft...

We had about 40 minutes in the showroom before we
were ushered into the conference hall for the main part of
the day, a presentation from the Marketing Department
along with a technical briefing from the 4 man design
team. Darrell Burge opened proceedings with an Airfix
history lesson, an in-depth look at how the company was
developed from a business selling combs, through the

early years of model production and into the kit

manufacturer we’ve known and loved in the last forty or more years. The company’s struggles and acquisitions
were highlighted, finally ending with Hornby turning the ailing organisation around into what we see today.
The most interesting aspect of the presentation was the technical briefing which Tony has covered in detail in
another article in this month’s magazine. Suffice it to say, the process by which a model kit is produced is a
long, painstaking and expensive task. The dedication of the design team was most evident, each one
specialising in their own field, so much so that each designer’s traits can be seen on individual kit sprues! The
- presentation proved to be popular with the 50 or so
listening, as many questions were raised during and
afterwards. Test shot models were on show, including
the 2012 release of 1/350th HMS Daring, the new type 45
Destroyer, which looked very promising and will sure sell
very well. We broke for lunch and a much need
tea/coffee break at 2.30pm.

While at lunch the Airfix staff stayed around for us to

\ quiz them further, so | grabbed the chance to chat with
Darrell Burge about the company some more, and about their product’s success abroad, which I’'m pleased to
say looks healthy. | also asked after the much talked about (on the forums at least) 1/48™ Vulcan kit which
appear as a vac-formed model at Scale Modelworld in 2008. The venue also saw an early test shot of the
superb 1/24™ Mosquito too. It turns out that the Vulcan was put on the stand as a prank and therefore never
really was the pipeline as a product!! It was certainly a way of getting modellers to the stand and engaging
their interest in the real products! Darrell confirm there are no plans either to re-tool the 1/72 version, so it
looks like my 30 year old tooled kit will have to be built! At the conclusion of the conversation and the
presentation, | felt the business was in the good hands of employees who cared very much about the
continued success of Airfix.

Lunch was marvellous, trays of fresh sandwiches with
tea/coffee and water all laid on for us. After a
frenzied feeding session in which all of the
sandwiches were consumed (Dale had the last one...)
our attention was diverted to the next stage of the
visit.

The warehouse tour was like being in a sweet shop
without any money, literally tens of thousands of
pounds worth of stock laid out before us on pallets

and racking, stretching across the 60,000sq ft of floor
space — it was a wonderful sight! As we walked through, Darrell explained where the various stacks of kits
were destined for — there was not only Airfix stock, but Scalextric, Hornby and Corgi products too. Most of the
Airfix stock were in the new branded boxes, but just here and there were signs of the old Airfix boxes on the



shelves. We wound our way further into the warehouse where came upon the famous Airfix spares
department, unfortunately unmanned at the time. The area is a simple affair, with three long racks of every
type of Airfix kit, about four to five of each, ready to be stripped of its contents for those buyers that have lost,
missing, or need replacements parts. It's a two man job with just a basic desk, PC and packing area forming the

department.

On the far side of the warehouse was evidence of the older
parts of the establishment — side rooms with sliding doors
from 1960’s industrial Britain were still in use, with a
Scalextric and Hornby repair departments, test shot storage,
in house maintenance and various others used for storage.
All the time we were there, staff were toiling away packing
shipments to various UK and foreign vendors, though with
the warehouse being so big, it did look sparsely populated. A
total contrast one could imagine, in the days of kit

production, (now in India) when hundreds would be set to
work. The old supply lines are all still in place across the roof. It was a pity not to see kits being produced, but
times move on and so must Airfix.

Our tour concluded back outside the conference room area, after which we were permitted one last look
around in the showroom before being escorted to the Hornby visitor centre. | had heard much about this in
the weeks before the visit, but hadn’t realised what a cracking job they had done with it. Once inside we were
handed our passes which enabled us to go into both museums, and received 20% off any purchased within the
store. We all watched with amusement at Steve Edwards who was adamant he’s was walking out with a
discounted lllustrious kit, so much so he had one in his hands before the discount was even announced!!

The Hornby museum is simply fantastic, with hundred’s of exhibits to see, serialising the company’s very early
days of toy and kit manufacturer along with many early Scalextric cars | still recall my brother owning back in
the seventies! It really was a wonderful nostalgic trip back in time. I'll et the pictures do the talking here.




Adjacent to the Hornby Museum was the Cathedral
Gallery, a quite unique collection of British and European
cathedral’s built over 160 years ago by William Gorringe.
They were constructed from wood and card and exhibited
in their original glass domes. The quality of workmanship
was outstanding and must have served as inspiration to
Gorringe’s architect students.

After spending a good % hour in the museums | ventured

back into the shop to find most of the group standing in line,
waiting to be served at the till. The sale stock had been raided
and in fact three lllustrious kits were purchased along with
many other cheaper items.

At 5.00pm the guilty were lined up outside for the final photo
opportunity of the day.

All that remained was to say thank you and our goodbyes and

clamber back in to our tin boxes ready for the journey home.
The journey back was once more clear of hold ups, so we relaxed W|th more comedy from the ’Not The N|ne
o’clock News’ team and devoured the remaining sweets and crisps. We finished up back at Tony’s place just
before 8:00pm.



The Airfix team bent over
backwards to provide Romsey
Modellers with a very
memorable day out. In the 6

| RORNBY
wetlinr g-._e-::ﬂ:fl

hours we were on site, they
simply couldn’t have done
anymore. The Marketing Team
gave us their time and made
that time interesting and
informative and you couldn’t
help but be impressed with
their dedication and love for the
company. The ‘new’ Airfix is
ready for the 21* century, and
with  investment in new
- technology, staff and most
importantly, their old, new and young customers, the future looks bright for the business.

The visit was a fitting and memorable day to help celebrate the club’s 10" year. My thanks go to Tony for the
original idea, and following it through with his organisational skills. How we go about topping this event | can’t
imagine, perhaps a visit to Tamiya Japan anyone??

MODEL GENESIS BY TONY ADAMS

HOW AIRFIX GO ABOUT CREATING NEW MODELS

During our visit the Airfix designers gave us a presentation on how they design of a new model kit, here is my
attempt at recounting what we were told from my almost unreadable notes, so apologies for any inaccuracies
that may result.

The first part of the presentation by Darrell Burge Hornby Marketing Manger covered the History of Airfix, he
then proceeded on to tell us about the health of the company since Airfix took it over. UK year on year sales
are up 20% while international sales have increased by 21.5%. There are 5650 members of the Airfix club and
8800 members of Facebook group ( note I've just checked and the number has risen to 9384 — go on a join).,
there is also a Humbrol Facebook group Airfix are targeting their product at both the entry level e.g.. kids / first
time modellers and the
enthusiast. The rational is that
they need to entice new
modellers to the hobby or in
20 to 30 years the hobby ( and

their market) will disappear. AIRFIx-i -, o
J... ; _'% 3.4

This may mean that some of F—-

the entry level kits are seen as

too simplistic by the

designed to be accessible to the new modeller who will inevitably brush paint the kits. The to help introduce

enthusiast as they are

the hobby to young people Airfix have produced the Airfix build box. It consists of 15 1/72 spitfires plus paint,
brushes etc and is intended for schools or kids clubs run introductory build events, all for £40.



Darrell then went on to
tell us about the status
of new releases planned
in the next few months.
The 1/72 Swordfish
should now be available
in January and the new
1/48 Lynx in February.
The new 1/72 Knat is
due in November along
with the 1/72 A6M2

Zero. All were available to view and | have already prepared my budget.

Prototype of the 1/48 Lynx HMS.8

The Swordfish sprues look excellent

A prototype 1/350 Type 45 destroyer was available to
view and looks very impressive, this will be released
early next year.

This will complement my HMS illustrious | brought in
the shop, | wonder if they ever sailed together in the
short window they were both in service?

The Merlin prototype is under construction and should be available to view at Telford. Airfix continue to look
for unique subjects and licensed products where they can ensure a healthy return on their development

investment.

THE DESIGN TEAM

Darrell then introduced the design team. Headed by Martin Bridge the Airfix Engineering Manager, the team
consists of researcher Simon Owen and designers Matt, Sam, Jordon and Scott.



MARKET RESEARCH — SIMON OWEN

Before a design starts there is a considerable amount of market research undertaken to establish what
subjects the market wants. Research is undertaken through talking to modellers, creating questionnaires,
viewing online forums and the Airfix Facebook group. Airfix are looking for subjects that can provide an
number of boxings (i.e. different marks) and multiple purchase through offering different decal/ marking
options. Ideally they hope to sell more than one copy of a model to us (and how many times have | obliged!).

Once a possible subject has been identified the search moves on to establish if there is enough reference
material available to ensure a good rendition of the subject. Reference material can be obtained from several
sources; original manufacturers plans, museum archives (e.g. Bovington was consulted on the Cromwell 1V),
books and enthusiast groups. Information needs to be carefully checked, even manufactures data has been
found to be wrong 30 years after is was used to create the real aircraft.

For some subject, rights have to be agreed with the manufacturer which often involves paying a percent of the
revenue, some manufactures (i.e. Westland ) make no charge (unlike BAe).

The next stage is to make a reference visit, if a suitable subject exists. Precise measurements are made and
comparisons made to the drawings. This may sound exotic but often this is performed in on a cold damp
winters day ( or so we are told! ) Apparently next year someone is going to New York to survey a subject — |
wonder what that could be?

The complexity of the subject is also assessed and it’s fit to the key market, does it require a complex build —is
it desirable to the entry market or enthusiast ( or both).

The decision is now taken whether to proceed with the project.

3D DESIGN

A design project is generally completed solely by a single designer. The designers have developed their own
niches, Scott does “Spits” and 1/350 ships, Jordan; vehicles , Sam other aircraft while Matt is currently working
on the Merlin.

CAD (Computer Aided Design) is used extensively. The drawings and survey measurements are first entered
into a 3 dimensional drawing package (Pro Engman Wild fire 5.0 ) which creates a 3D wireframe base model of
the subject. Surface modelling is used to render the contours of the subject to produce an image similar to that
shown below. Sections of the model can be compared to original drawings and surveyed measurements




Next the subject is divided into parts. The part count depends on the complexity and size of the model along
with the physical requirements of the injection moulding process. Parts have to be ejected from the tool after
the plastic sets, to do this the sides of the tool must be slightly sloped (imagine tipping out a jelly mould) this
slope is referred to as the draft. In addition any holes or overhangs in the model perpendicular to the main
tool opening requires complex and costly side actions ( parts of the tool that are automatically moved out of
the way prior to ejection) all of these factors need to be taken into account when splitting the model into
parts. Also consideration has to be made in how the parts are to be fitted together and care has to be made
that no parts interfere with each other. The software package allows all the parts to be individually viewed ,
rotated and put together to check for fit.

3D PRINTING

Once the design has been modelled on the computer and reviewed by peers, management and experts. the
design is sent out for SLA construction. SLA stands for Stereo Lithography Apparatus and is a prototype
creation process using a vat of liquid UV-curable photopolymer resin and a UV laser to build parts a layer at a
time. The laser beam, controlled by computer using the design file, traces a part cross-section pattern on the
surface of the liquid resin. Exposure to the UV laser light cures, solidifies the pattern traced on the resin and
adheres it to the layer below. The part is slowly moved in 0.1mm steps through the resin building up a layer at
a time until a complete 3 dimensional part is produced. The process is quite expensive taking hours to build up
a complete set of parts, however it does allow the engineers to get physical prototypes in their hands to check
the fit of parts and ensure the design is right before it is sent for tool manufacture.

| TOOL PRODUCTION

The final decision before tool design begins is to define a sprues size based on the number of parts and the box
the kit will be sold in. The design files are then sent to China for the tool creation.

The layout of the parts on the sprue is decided by the tool designers, who also decide on where the plastic
feed gates are located to ensure that the molten plastic can reach all parts of the tool cavity before it solidifies.
Ejection pin positions are also identified.

Ejection pins push the part out of the mould (these create the small round flat marks that can be so difficult to
remove if placed in a viewable area) .There needs to be enough pins to evenly push the part out without
stressing it too much, which will warp it.




As plastic cools it shrinks , this needs to be designed for and carefully controlled in order to ensure there are
no “sink marks” in the plastic’s surface.

Once the tool design is complete it is sent back to Airfix for review, who check the location of feed gates (not
on thin parts such as wing leading edges) , ejection pins and tool draughts etc.

Once happy, clearance is give to “cut metal”. The main cut is achieved through CNC milling machines followed
by EDM for fine detail work. Tool tolerances down to 0.15mm are possible.

CNC -Computer Numerical Control - a computer file format for controlling the position of the cutting head

EDM - Electric Discharge Machining - material is removed from the tool by a series of rapidly recurring
electrical current discharges between a formed electrode and the tool. The sparks from the discharge erodes
the metal of the tool allowing very fine cavities to be created.

The tools can be physically very large and often form a number of sprues at once. The Mosquito tool weighs
over 2 tonnes! For most models, two tools are created , one for standard sprues and one for the clear parts.

The tool creation process takes 8 to 10 weeks, before samples are produced ( using what ever colour plastic
happens to be in the factory, rather than “standard Airfix grey”) . The samples are reviewed and changes
requested. Normally 3 test shots are required before the tool is accepted.

Tools can weigh 2 tons, generally one takes all parts plus another for clear

Once the tool is complete it is shipped to India where volume production takes place. Amazingly India is now
cheaper than China for producing plastic injection parts, however they do not have the tool making skills (yet)
to get the whole job done there.

INSTRUCTIONS

While tool manufacturing is going on, focus turns to creating the kits instructions. The 3D CAD data is exported
to a drawing package (Arbortext ISOdraw) and a technical illustrator uses it to document the order of assembly
and annotate the build process. The researcher will also supply historical notes for the front piece.

DECALS

The research would have identified a set of attractive historical subjects for the model. The decal options also
have to be married with the weapon fit that has been included with the model and possibly particular dates
e.g. Pearl Harbour. A design pack is created and supplied to an external graphic designer who draws the Decal
sheet and creates profiles for painting and decal application.

BOX ARTWORK

The graphic illustrator will also create the box artwork. Long gone are the days of Roy Cross who designed the
majority of the classic 60s and 70s artwork by applying oil to canvas. Today the designs are laid down on a
computer using the 3D wireframes imported from the CAD files. The designs are rendered and once in the
computer can be manipulated to create the scene. Additional aircraft can be added ( from a library) along with
backgrounds , weather efforts and explosions!




The scene is constructed in
outline. Here the computer
generated image of the Spitfire is
set centre stage

The ground and clouds are added to
the scene

Finally the other aircraft are
rendered to complete the scene.
The Ju88s were created for the
recent reboxing and stored in the
“image library”.

This process has been used to recreate the classic G for George artwork
for the recent re-release of the Lancaster Blll . Incidentally computer
wallpapers of this and other box front scenes can be downloaded from
the Airfix web site at http://www.airfix.com/wallpaper/

There is no longer any politically correct airbrushing out of scenes of
violence as occurred in the 80s and 90s, which resulted in some of the
classic Airfix scenes being butchered. Nor is there the need to show
“what’s in the box” which resulted in the uninspiring Palitoy packaging




of the 90s, this was driven by US legislation which no longer applies now that Airfix is well and truly British
company.

One question that came up was the absence of Swastikas on WWII subjects. This is because it is illegal to
display the symbol in Germany in any form. As it would be too expensive to produce special boxings for that
country no kit features Swastikas. This is also the reason for absence of victory marking and Finnish markings,
obviously they can be obtained from numerous aftermarket decal sources.

Once the artwork is available the box design is finalised taking into account the smart new red corporate look.

Before release sample models are sent to magazine reviewer and a marketing plan created, the annual budget
for marketing is the region of £200k.

Airfix use modellers to create reference builds of new models for their showroom and photographic samples. |
did ask Darrell if we could help and it’s certainly a possibility.

Total development times vary with the kit complexity and load on the team, whilst development costs range
from £10k to 100k per model (over £ 150k for the Mosquito).

That concluded the formal presentation (and my notes). It was incredibly interesting and | as an Engineer | left
totally envious of the job these guys have got, | should have taken my CV. What really came over was their
enthusiasm for what they are doing, it was a great atmosphere. | am confident that the brand is in the right
hands and I'm sure they are going to go great things over the next few years . | for one are really looking
forward to where they go.

Photographs courtesy of Airfix

THE “JOLLY BOYS OUTING” MARGATE 2011 BY NIGEL ROBINS

When my wife heard that the club was going to visit Airfix she immediately called it the “Jolly Boys Outing”
after the “Only Fools and Horses” episode from the eighties where the parties coach blew up and they were

stranded for the night in Margate. | am not sure who is “Del Boy”, “Rodney”, “Trigger” or “Boycie” in this
account but those who were there can make their own minds up!!

A A
&

.~y Sean arrived exactly on time to pick me up.
There was a some initial concern about whether
his Ford Fiesta with; Sean, Steve, Keith and me in
it would actually get to Margate but as it turned
out in the end the “Old Girl” did us proud. The
journey was uneventful except for Sean s Sat-
Nav sending along some very narrow lanes
around Manston Airfield but at least we got to
see some real planes. We were the first group to

arrive on site at 09:30 and a trip to the burger
‘*‘ van for coffee was, for some, a must. Russell and
‘ Malcolm were next in and after the usual
exchange of banter we were soon joined by the rest of the club members, Tony s group bringing up the rear
having stopped for a breakfast (Allegedly) at a Little Chef.

FIRST TEAM DOWN: MARGATE 09:30

We were ushered into the building by the Airfix Product Manager™ s team having all stopped to have a look at
the very comely receptionist. Refreshments followed and we were led into the Airfix product room where



completed models of most of the kits in the current range were on display. | had not seen a number of the
aircraft in the Airfix range completed before and some were finished in both of the decal options supplied in
the box. This | found very useful because | could see how good or bad the completed model was without
having to make a purchase, though as a result of this | will now buy the Blohm and Voss BV 141. The models
were built up very competently although this was to a lower standard than that most club members regularly
achieve; the kits being built straight from
the box and there was very little
weathering on many of them.

Another room was set up as a mock up
shop with all of the group s products in it
specifically aimed at showing how the
range looks as a whole to retailers. Also
on display were examples of Hornby
railway layouts and Scalelectrix where my
performance with the Aston Martin was
judged by those present to be
One of the displays showing the new Cromwell and QLS “deplorable”.

Then it was back to the meeting room where a presentation on the history of Airfix was given (Not terribly
effectively) by the Airfix Product Manager and we were introduced to the design team responsible for the
latest kits. Unfortunately we had to
share our visit with members of the
Hawker Association, mostly in their
seventies and eighties, who then
proceeded to ask rather irrelevant
questions and make pointless
observations slowing the whole
presentation down to a crawl with
the result that the break for lunch
was at 14:30!!

The highlight of the visit for me was

to talk to the design team and
actually meet the men who designed

The designers of the Cromwell(left) and Seafire 17(right)

the new Cromwell tank and the
Seafire 17 both kits | intend to build
over the winter. What struck me most was the youth of the team, not one of them could be over 35!! This was
perhaps understandable considering that the design work is largely manipulating 3D computer images. The
designer of the Seafire was genuinely concerned about the criticism received by reviewers of the kit and said
that he felt had made a few mistakes that with hindsight he would have corrected. The designer of the
Cromwell hoped that I liked the track unit assembly which is unique in this scale. What surprised me also was
their enthusiasm and concern that the details were correct with the models being produced and | felt that the
whole team genuinely wanted to hear what | had to say about the range and the models in it. | told both of
them not to beat themselves up too much about any criticism received as | feel that the kits Airfix are now
producing are as good as if not better than those of other manufacturers.



Following this was the factory tour which was
really a disappointment as all that could be seen
were piles of kits and brown boxes as the facility
in Margate is purely a distribution centre and
warehouse, all kit production now being in India.
It was really sad to see this as the factory, until
the mid nineties, actually produced Hornby
railways and was built especially for this
purpose. | can remember the photos in my 1980
“Hornby Book of Trains” showing workers
making motors, assembling rolling stock and
applying lining to locos. This has, of course, now
all gone; manufacturing is a dirty word in the UK
in these “Service Industry” days. We saw the
much vaunted spare parts store which was
smaller than | suspected just a few old kits on

Boxes of kits galore, shame that they weren’t made in the

UK

shelves which were being robbed for spares, it was a bit like my own spare parts stock just on a rather grander

scale.

Tony ( the editor) trying to hide a 1/24 Hurricane fuselage
behind his back while exiting the Airfix parts store

We said our goodbyes to the Airfix team
and visited the shop where we were given
a generous 20% discount. Alongside the
shop was the Hornby visitor centre where
there are on display a selection of old kits,
slot cars and locos made by the group in
the past 50 vyears. Another room is
dedicated to the Cathedral models,
beautiful Victorian models to a constant
scale of all of the then, existent UK
cathedrals and some prominent European
ones. With a good discount and some
special offers | know that some members
indulged themselves, | believe that there
could be three HMS lllustrious models

being built this winter (Allegedly) However | am not sure that the trees Malcolm bought could be considered a

construction kit. | was restrained and only had two of the new Cromwell s and a Canadair Sabre. The trip home

was again uneventful except for Steve causing mayhem at a service station as their printer would not print a

Top-up voucher for his mobile. | arrived home just before eight having had a memorable day and having

enjoyed good company and a few laughs as well.



AIRFIX VISIT PHOTOS TAKEN BY TONY ADAMS AND GRAY SHARPLING
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PROJECT AIRFIXBY RICHARD STEWART

Further to Tony’s mention of Project Airfix in his article

The Romsey Cubs is planning a Project Airfix build in the coming months. It looks like they will be running it
over a two week period of 30 mins each and they would like some experienced help (on a Friday evening). I'm
getting involved as my eldest son is in this cub pack. | have offered to chip in for one of the boxes, but they
need a further two boxes at £40.00 each to have enough for all their cubs. As this is a local Romsey
organisation and we may get some budding young modellers for the club for the future! (and some good
pictures for the mag and to send back to Airfix) do the club want to provide funds for at least another box?

Answer : We are keen to support the idea so I’'m sure we will provide some funds, more discussion I’'m sure on
Wednesday.

10 YEARS 10 MODELS

As part of the club’s 10" anniversary celebrations club members are invited to bring along a selection of their
models which span their modelling career and (hopefully) shows the development of their skills. Paul Adams
too the challenge in August, Brian Sampson in September and Dale Koppi will complete the exercise in
October.

STOP — NOW READ THE TEXT BY BRIAN SAMPSON

Tamiya 8 wheeled armoured car built during my early
days with the club as you will notice (hopefully), |
have improved a little , yes the aerial is broken as it
was before | started, so | left it that way to show
battle damage.

This is the Revell 155mm self propelled gun in 1/40
scale ; | can’t remember when it was purchased only
that there were a number of others around at the
same time. Figures were included with each kit and
you can see | basically finished them, | was still on the
learning curve then




Still with the 1/48 bug, | built this for the Airfix
competition. The unusual colour scheme was used in
the western desert. While | was at Hornchurch show
earlier | spoke to the man “with almost all every decal

under the sun” and he just happened to have this
one, well I liked it.

“Fine Art Castings!

The company produced a number of Dr Who figures
in 1/20 and 1/48 scales. Two of these are shown here
with Tom Baker and | believe the Mk5 Cyberman. The

odd box in the corner is supposed to represent The

Tardis Cyberman style, after all if the Dr could have a

police box and the Master a Doric column why
shouldn’t the Cyberman have one. The back is meant
to represent travel through space while inside | have
mirrored it to try and make it look bigger.

Tamiya Ki.64 Hien
This was one for the Tamiya competition , 1/48 scale
because | have become aware that | can see big bits
better these days. The kit itself was on special offer so
a set of etch parts was purchased and | set to work.
The end result | was pleased with but the etch once
inserted became invisible, hey ho just one more notch
in the learning board.

[T} el L‘ . .
| was never a builder of ships so this model of
“Seehund”in a railway siding will be very lonely. Again
this was straight from the box but it got out of hand. |
had seen one ath the Salisbury show mounted on a
plinth looking rather naked. Thoughts, a water base?
, maybe cut some Perspex and have it half in and half
out? To tricky, being transported is a possibility; a trip
to the local railway shop in Shirley brought forth a
long wheeled wagon. The tank was stripped off And |
had a go at making continental couplings, the figures
were Revell and the rolled tauplin form a 1.35 kit.

Revell two star fighters — “Twins” just for fun tese
were straight out of the box, it was quite refreshing
do this, no and then.
| guessed they were about 1/48scale so different
pilots were added.



| graduated from 1/72 to 1/48 with a model of a US
Navy Wildcat. | found this kit most challenging around
the nose area. | aged a ignition harness to the engine
(not that you can see it) and a number of hours were
spent looking at pictures of the undercarriage and

getting all the components the right way around.

“Salvage one”
You have to go back to 1979 for this one. The vulture
as it was called was the star of the TV series centred
around a scrap dealer and his bid to collect all those
non functioning satellites that orbit the earth , again
scratch built in 1/72 scale.

“Convair Manned Reconnaissance Vehicle”
Quite a mouthful the original kit by Strombecker went
out of production many years before | built this one
from scratch. It didn’t turn out bad seeing as | only

had a copy of the kit plan to work to.

Airfix Spitfire

| am beginning to like 1/48 scale and had this kit for a
lok time unbuilt because the canopy was missing.

Chris Wren cam to the rescue in so much as |
borrowed one of his cartoons sized and coloured it
on the PC and entered it into the Airfix competition,

sadly neither got placed.
Ah well back to the modelling bench

The F-84 did well in the Hobby Boss competition, as
silver is a scary colour to use | took a chance and dug
out one of the Alclad range followed by a coat of
Klear then once the decals were in place it was a wipe
over with Pro-Modeller wash. The canopy was lined
using a silver gel-pen this was a little steadier than

apaint brush.




AIRFIX CROMWELL IV TANK BY NIGEL ROBINS

A new AFV release from Airfix in 1/76 this
year was a major surprise, | think their
last one was the Chi- Ha of 1974 and for
it to be a Cromwell, one of my favourite
boy-hood tanks was even better. | bought
my kit on IPMS Romsey club’s visit to
Airfix at Margate on 22/09/2011 and
upon opening the box in the car on the
way home | would say | was very
pleasantly surprised.

The kit is moulded in nice, good quality, soft grey

plastic and has 91 parts according to the box art. The most revolutionary thing about
this kit is the way the track units are moulded. The tracks are moulded as separate, complete, preformed units
to which you add the wheels!! This has the
advantage of representing the track sag perfectly
and these are also are far easier to assemble than
would be the case with separate track links. This also
allows the tracks to retain a fair amount of detail
which is not always the case with preformed tracks.
They are vastly better than the dreaded rubber band
style track of old, which Airfix kits, amongst others,
have traditionally employed with all the awkward
problems of obtaining nice strong track joins and
correct track sag.

Kl
Building this kit is a pleasant experience as everything
fits together nicely, though the locating holes for part
6A were a little too small requiring a bit of opening out
with a file and this was, also, required with the cupola
(part 17B) The kit offers two cupolas; one with open
and the other with closed hatches, though sadly no
commander figure to grace the turret. The kit provides
the wading trunking and a cullin hedgerow device.
Please be aware that either the cullin or the wading
_ trunking would be fitted not both as shown in one of
o . the illustrations in the instruction sheet. Personally |
would have preferred a more useful “Normandy” cowl instead of the wading trunking but perhaps this
indicates that Airfix intend to produce a Royal Marines Centaur in the future? My advice is to initially push fit
the sprocket wheels (parts 16B) onto the shafts when assembling the wheel and track units as this allows a
little adjustment to be made when lining up the tracks as it is easy to misalign sprocket and track and tricky to
this correct once the sprocket is glued solid. | then added the inner wheel halves and glued the tracks to them
as | wanted to paint the tracks and the inner wheels and this was the easiest way to do this. | painted the outer
wheel faces on the sprue as this; | found, was the simple way to paint black the solid rubber tyres. Trying to do
this once the wheels were attached to the hull | believe would be a lot harder. The whole model was sprayed



using Humbrol 159, the tracks were painted dark grey and the tools picked out in grey and wood. | used some
Humbrol 30 to paint around the bolts and seams on the turret as some vehicles still retained the “Bostick”
applied for waterproofing, which was not always removed. The vehicle | was modelling had this feature.

- T187740 T
ROCAnEE T2¢

A Cromwell of the Welsh Guards (Reconnaissance A Cromwell of the headquarters of the 11" Armoured
regiment Guards armoured Division, notice the Division, a similar decal option is provided by Airfix. This
width of the track) kit converters look at the vehicle clearly has the allied star on the turret roof and
markings, stowage and Bren gun mount!! may also have a star on the turret rear.

OVERALL IMPRESSIONS

The kit builds up as a nice and accurate, early model, riveted Cromwell IV with the “D” or “E” type hull. The
model scales out well against the drawings | have and looks very good when placed alongside the MMS
Cromwell. The tracks actually seem a bit narrow but in fact this is a optical illusion: they scale out correctly, are
a pretty good likeness and are accurately proud of the first and last road wheels which is correct if the model is
to represent a tank standing on level ground with the tracks correctly tensioned (Well according to the manual
anyway) There are some really nice touches. | liked the way the Besa machine guns were moulded, in
particular, the way that the turret Besa can be painted before being placed in its mounting. The turret ariel
mounting is particularly fine and cries out for a wire ariel to be fitted. Another nice feature is how the spruce is
attached to the sprocket wheels, being slightly below the teeth and moulded at an angle so it can easily be
detached with an angled knife cut with no chance of damaging the delicate teeth, full marks here Airfix. There
are some criticisms; the 75mm gun barrel is, in my opinion, too thin. It may well be scale thickness but it just
seems too weedy. | would rather have a gun barrel that is too thick than too thin as, in my opinion, 1/76 gun
barrels do benefit from being slightly over scale. Otherwise when placed alongside figures whose weapons, by
necessity, have to be thicker than scale the AFVs gun barrels look totally wrong. By contrast the light guards
are too thick, undoubtedly to allow for the moulding process and there is a total absence of stowage anywhere
on the vehicle. The insides of the commander s hatches lack the pads and handles and for the very finicky a
vane sight should be on the turret roof. | must stress that all of these criticisms are minor and fall into the
realm of super-detailing. An experienced modeller will enjoy adding these little extras.



For me the most disappointing thing about the kit is the decal sheet. The decals were easily applied to the
model and are of excellent quality and will accept Micro-Sol decal softener very well. | even got the allied roof
star to conform perfectly even though the turret ventilator was in the way, a first on a Cromwell model in any
scale. The problem for me is with the subject matter. Option one is for a Royal Artillery OP Tank attached to
4CLY and knocked out At Villers- Bocage. The allied stars supplied may be inappropriate for this vehicle
according to the photographic evidence (Certainly some 4CLY Cromwell s had the allied roof stars but none
seems to have the turret rear star) and the serial numbers given on the placement instructions are incorrect,
the 8 and the 1 are transposed, though thankfully correct on the decal sheet. The alternative option is for an
unidentified Headquarters vehicle of 11" Armoured Division. This is all a bit unimaginative. If a vehicle of the
11th Armoured Division is to be modelled surely a squadron vehicle of, say, the 23" Hussars would have been
a better subject, certainly for the modeller and war-gamer. Airfix could easily given a third option of the Welsh
guards (Reconnaissance regiment of Guards Armoured) or a Holland 1944 whitewash scheme for something
completely different, hopefully the cottage Industry manufacturers will soon come to the rescue!!

Overall though, this is an excellent kit and by far the Best 1/76 tank kit on the market. My advice is to build
some and buy many.



A Photo of the actual vehicle portrayed in the kit by Airfix. A Royal Artillery OP Tank attached to 4CLY.
The darker areas on the turret are places where Bostick was applied to waterproof the tank

REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED ADDITIONAL READING

Osprey New Vanguard: Cromwell Cruiser Tank 1942-50: Fletcher and Harley 2006
Cromwell Tank, Vehicle History and Specification: HMSO/ Tank Museum 1983
Villers-Bocage through the Lens: After the Battle: Daniel Taylor (Undated)

D-Day to VE-Day, the British Soldier Volume 2: Histoire & Collections: Jean Bouchery 1999



HAWK 120D AIRFIX 1/72N° SCALE PART 2 BY PAT CAMP

PART 2: PAINTING AND FINISHING.

This will be my second kit of the Hawk. The first was
in 1/48 scale and finished throughout in black paint
decanted from a Tamiya spray can. The quality of
the finish is all-important for this aircraft — being as
it is glossy - and | chatted with Paul Adams about it
to pick up some ideas from his car and bike
modelling. That one came out very well. This time,
however, | was going to use tinned enamels and
have multiple metallic colours.

| try to avoid directly holding models as much as |

can during the painting process. For this kit, | glued a
length of sprue into the opening for the tailpipe (I [6] The completed Airfix 1/72"™ Hawk kit.
left off the tailpipe itself until the very end of the

build) to hold the model for painting [7]. This came off at the end of painting by giving it a twist. All the other
parts were also given holders of some sort or another, whether glued to bits of sprue or left attached to their
sprue runner [8]. Where parts were held to their runner in a number of places, | cut away the extras so that
only one was left, and this was in a place that was most out of view. The remaining connection points were

then trimmed away and the parts cleaned up of flash as usual.

[7] Handle from plastic sprue [8] All other parts on holders. [9] Masking of cockpit. Note
glued to model for holding. rounded corners masked with
liquid mask.

The cockpit was masked with Tamiya tape. | use the wide tape and put a length down onto a cutting board. |
then cut a narrow strip from this — say 1mm or so wide — and use this to edge around the frames first of all. |
go into the corners if the frame is square edged, but leave a space if it is rounded [9]. Then | cut a wider strip
and use this to fill in the spaces bordered by the thinner strips. This allows you to cover compound curves
without having to stretch the tape — stretched tape often leads to residues of tape glue being left on the model
after the masking is removed. Finally, | apply Micromask to the corners of the round-edged frames and also
along the edges of the masking strips, just to avoid problems if the masking tape lifts. Micromask does not
react with Klear, unlike Humbol Maskol and similar latex type masking fluids. | didn’t mask the wheel wells —
these were brush painted over the gloss finish late on [10].

All parts were then given a coat of a Halford’s type grey auto primer. This was abraded with 4000 grit
Micromesh (used wet) when the primer had thoroughly dried.

The grey areas along the top of the fuselage and part of the tail were masked off. The fuselage area is quite
straightforward, but the curvy bit on the tail needed special measures (which will be difficult for me to
describe!). Step [a]: trace around the curvy decal which goes on the tail. [b]: cut out the shape and keep the



outside — the inside is not needed. [c] place this over some Tamiya tape and use a pencil to mark a cutting line
that runs up along the centre of the cut-out. [d] mark and identify the top and bottom extremities of the line
and then cut this out with a portion of tape with the convex part of the curve on it. Place this on the fin of the
model with the curve set in the right place using your “top” and “bottom” marks, along with photos of the real
aircraft, to position it.

Airfix say to use Gunmetal, H53, for the grey. This seemed too dark when compared to those beautiful photos
of the aircraft on www.airliners.com, so | tried some different mixes. | ended up with H56 Aluminium with a
touch of Paynes grey and ultramarine violet oil paints.

My first coat of paint dried really badly: the surface was coarse and metallic flakes were visible from the
aluminium paint. | made a fresh mix, this time adding some artist’s linseed oil, and tried again. This went on
much better, but, because the linseed oil takes a long time to dry, | decided to wait for a few days before
risking masking over it.

[10] Wheel wells left unmasked and were brush [11] Main colours laid on ready for glossing and decaling.
painted just before final assembly.

The boundary between the grey and silver was masked once again — this time with the tape on the grey side.
The other part of the tape for the curved tail flash — this time with the concaved edge — was used to mask off
the rudder, with strips of tape plastered here and there to cover over the grey areas.

The silver of the aircraft has a blue tint to it. So | went through my stock of silver paints to see which was
closest. Amongst these was a very old pot of Gloy “Duralumin” paint. And — good fortune — it turned out to
have a curious blue tint to it. Goodness knows why, duralumin is aluminium alloy after all. In fact, the blue tint
was too strong so | added a little Revell 66 silver to get a closer match to the photos. Once again, | added some
linseed oil to the mix before diluting it with Humbrol thinners for airbrushing.

| removed the masking when the paint had dried. | was unhappy with the grey area — it wasn’t quite dark
enough and did not contrast sufficiently with the silver/blue. So | mixed up a colour using oil paints and applied
this by paint brush [11].

Everything was glossed up with a couple of coats of Johnson’s Klear in preparation for decaling.

DECALS.

The good news and the bad. Good news is that the decals are superb: well produced, finely detailed (you can
read the stencil wording under a magnifier), perfect for placing into position and snuggle down well with
Microset and Microsol. In fact, they are worth the price for the kit itself and, once again, | feel very impressed
with the value for money of these new Airfix kits.



The bad news? There are so many of them! It took me about five sessions to put them all on. This is certainly
not a contender for “build a kit in a day”! [12].

| started with a small decal on the underside first of all —just to see if there were any problems with the decals
— there were none. So on next with the large black ones. | popped one onto the wing underside first of all. The
decal was teased around the leading edge using a brush dipped in Microsol. | left this to dry before trying to
apply the black decal on the upper side.

[12] The very comprehensive & well produced kit [13] I had to trim the decals around the
decal sheet. The instructions include excellent decal  intake area to get them to fit.
placement guides as well.

[14] Airfix decals do not cover the intakes — you [15] The tapering piece of black decal that
have to paint these. runs along the centre of the rear part of the
| used H33 matt black and given a coat of Klear fuselage is not wide enough to match the
before the stencil decals were added. wing decals.

H33 worked well — you cannot see the join between  This was solved by first applying a

paint and decal. rectangular strip of black decal from the
spares box followed by the kit item, after
having cut it along its centre and splayed
out the ends until they matched with the
wing decals.

The decals on the fuselage need to align up with the decals on the wings. This could be tricky, but everything
went on well in the end. The jet inlets are a complex curved shape and Airfix have left you to paint these [14]. |
didn’t realise that until | put the large decals along the fuselage sides and found they were way too short. So |
matched them up at the tail end and they finished at around the cowl join line. The only problems | had were
with the intakes and the underside [13,15].

After what seemed an eternity, the decaling was completed [16]. The model was given a light clean with water
to remove residues of Microset and Microsol and then sprayed with Johnson’s Klear to seal them in.



[16] Decaling completed.

FINISHING.

Panel lines were painted in with oil paints mixed with Liquin to add fluidity. Any excess was wiped clear with a
finger — very little residue was left on the glossy surface.

Once this had thoroughly dried, the model was lightly abraded with 8000 grit Micromesh and given two more
coats of Klear — these being wet without runs.

The surfaces were then polished using Micromesh 8000 on a stiff rubber pad followed by fine-grade polish (the
red-topped pot) from Finisher’s. The polishing cloth supplied in the set was superb and made quite a
difference. | am not sure where you could buy the polishing kit now, but | notice Heroboy has something very
similar. As always for matters concerning fine finishes, consult Paul Adams to get the best advice.

FINAL TOUCHES.

The wheel wells and undercarriage were brush painted light matt grey. Some Klear was applied to shine it up a
bit before a wash was applied to bring out the detail. | referred to the photos for details.

The navigation lights in the wing tips were brush painted, first blocked-in with white and then orange / light
green as applicable. Then a dark red / dark green was applied to the border with the black wing panels. Once
dried, Tamiya transparent red / green were applied over the top of the lights which gave a convincing result.



The kit was “Accessorized” using two small red and
one larger clear “lights” which came from a
fashion accessory set [17]. It seems girls like to
stick these tiny, shiny objects to their finger nails. |
presume it’s a treatment to stop them picking
their noses.

Although | said the kit decals were brilliant, that is
not exactly the case for the AIM-9 missiles. The
decals seem far too large and omit to include some
of the stencil markings. | ended up using the
brown and yellow stripes only, and trimming the
brown ones so | could add a third stripe, this time
around the guidance head. The brown, yellow,
brown markings mean that the missile is armed
and dangerous — a bit disconcerting to have on a
privately owned demonstration aircraft. Anyhow, |
left these colours on (rather than the blue stripes

as they should rather be) just to see if anyone

comments. [17] Details included some stick-on jewellery.

The kit pitot was replaced by some tapered,
hollow stainless steel that was polished up and superglued into place.

IN CONCLUSION.

I built this kit as a “pick-me-up” from the doldrums of kit-bashing | was doing. What a good move — | had a
great time building it and it has brought back the enthusiasm to get these other jobs done and dusted. Many
thanks to Airfix: | really like their new releases and find something there of interest to do for quick builds. | am
even attracted to subjects | would not normally go for, simply because the kits are such fun to do!




[18] Completed Model.
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