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DECEMBER 2011

THIS MONTH

Other the last few months Steve, Dale, Paul , Richard and myself have got together over a few evenings to talk
about how we are going to take the club forward in the new year. After this year’s growth in membership, visit
to Airfix , the joining of the IPMS and a general increase in the wellbeing of the club we will have our work cut
out to keep up the momentum.

We have plans for our next year’s show display involving manufacturing some attractive Perspex shelving with
built in LED lighting, along with some custom printed table cloths. However we have hit a stumbling point in
redesigning our club logo. A number of us have had a go (thank you Dale and Gray) and we are coming down to
a design based on the “R” of our name. Potential candidates are below

Hopefully over Xmas clarity on the logo will come to us and we can get on with getting the show stands
finalised and t-shirts printed. In the meantime if there are any graphic designers out there, please get in touch..

This month’s Romsey Modeller at 32 pages gives a total of 330 pages of modelling perfection for the year,
thank you to all to everybody who has taken time to write something for us.

Remember it’s our Xmas meeting on Wednesday so bring along something to nibble, your partner (not to
nibble!), raffle prizes and models your entered in the annual competition.

Have a very Merry Xmas and a Happy Modelling New Year

Tony

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 3" Wednesday of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we often run
workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also attend most
of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS BY PAUL ADAMS

ANNUAL COMPETITION/CHRISTMAS NIGHT 2011

The votes have been cast, counted and verified and so | can reveal the category winners are............ going to be
notified on Wednesday night!!

Don’t forget if you entered a model in competition last month, please bring it with you in case it may have
placed 1% 2" or 3 in class. We'll announce the class winners as soon as we have all of the entrant’s models
back on the tables, hopefully around 8.30pm. The eight lucky class winners (the ‘I've started but’ winner
doesn’t, sorry!) will get to compete for the John Cox Memorial Trophy, which will be presented by a special
guest.

We'll also have a raffle, expertly run by Brian. Contributions to the raffle are welcome, kits, modelling tools,
books, wine, Christmas treats, anything you like. Talking of which, tasty treats are also needed for the
Christmas buffet — once again, any naughty but nice treats that you might like to use to help your club mates
expand their waistlines will be welcome! Drinks ought to be alcohol free!

Enjoy your evening, | know | will.



‘COMPETITION PHOTOS







SCALE MODEL WORLD 2011 NOVEMBER 12™-13™ By pauL ADAMS

The Remembrance weekend in early November was the now traditional date for IPMS Scale ModelWorld, held
in the spacious International Centre at Telford.

The team from les Garagistes were on site at 12.30pm on Friday to set up for the ‘big display’ - an 84 foot
display (we ended up with 78ft) of models, normally dedicated to a particular theme or marking a special
event. IPMS were keen to see some cars this year, so we duly obliged. It’s easier to talk about it in numbers; 78
foot table; 306 models; 9 members; 5 hours to set up; 12 bottles of wine consumed over the weekend; 1 hour
40 minutes to breakdown; and 5 minutes, just how quickly it felt the weekend went by!!

As you would expect, the show was simply superb with an enormous amount to see, drool over, and buy. With
so many clubs stands and traders present it was difficult to get around and see everything, particularly with
our table demanding our attention throughout the weekend. | was fortunate to have chats with our very own
Les Cooper and briefly met up with Nigel (the account of his busy weekend should in this month’s mag too!)
whilst dashing around taking photos on Sunday. Indeed an online friend, Jan, from the Czech Republic was on
hand to offer me an alcoholic gift with a bottle in the shape of a motorcycle! In all it was a fantastic weekend,
one which I'll be repeating November 2012. In a break with tradition, and with so much to show you, I've
given over my verbal diarrhoea in favour of a photo style report!! Enjoy the photos.

Left: The scene
at 5.30pm
Friday. 78 foot of
table space...we
agreed we could
have filled more
if it was
available! Prizes
if you can you
see the far end
of the table!




The table was split into 12 zones, the centrepiece was the very popular Martini sponsored car zone, below are
the bike zone and another popular feature, all of Aryton Senna’s F1 cars in 1/20™ scale.

Above; Large scale 1/12th cars and Mansell and Hill oversee the Williams F1 zone.



The table was a popular sight all weekend for modellers of all ages. Literally hundreds of photos were taken of
the table. A stiff back from all bending and stooping was the unfortunate side effect!

From around the tables; above, Three images from, for me, the best club display — models re-enacting the
dramatic scenes on box art from Airfix packaging, a clever idea and brilliantly executed.

..and left, a contender for best model — a Boeing
707 airliner launch watched by a 1000+ crowd —
all in 1/72™ scale!! It really was jaw dropping -
how you go about creating so many different
clothing combinations and colours is beyond me.

And some models seen elsewhere on club stands....







SCALE MODEL WORLD 2011 (IPMS NATIONALS) - A TRADERS PERSPECTIVE
BY NIGEL ROBINS

Harold smiled slightly embarrassedly when he gave me a paper bag with some resin parts in it on Tuesday gt
November and said is there any chance you could have this one ready for Telford on Saturday! Luckily | had
packed my magic wand which Harry Potter gave me last Christmas, | waved it and Yo and behold the
company’s latest release, the Norwegian NM116 was built, painted and ready for display for the Telford on the
12"

What most customers fail to realise is that most small traders are “one man bands” running their business as
well as holding down the day job and rely on other “one man bands” to produce, in tiny workshops across the
country and often Europe the metal and resin parts they sell. If a major show such as Scale Model World is
approaching everyone is stretched to the limit and timescales are tight indeed, this particular casting was
produced, bizarrely, in Southern Ireland by a Czech!

| drove up to Telford on Friday night picking up Bill Hanna (Harold’s brother and Matadors Co-founder) from
Richmond tube station and despite Bill sleeping most of the journey and heavy rain from Birmingham onwards
we both arrived in one piece at the bed and breakfast at Ten pm on the dot. Meeting up with Harold and Eoin
May, another friend, Bill and | were able to surprise Harold with a new release; a conversion set enabling five
variants of the Daimler Dingo to be built from the Revell Monty’s caravan set.

We entered the Halls of the Telford International Centre on Saturday at around 08:15 already it was bustling
with IPMS members and traders trying to set up. We were selling kits almost immediately we arrived despite
the four of us still, obviously, trying to arrange the stand; such was some modeller’s enthusiasm. Saturday
passed very quickly, in fact | just didn’t get off the stand to look around at all. Interestingly we seemed to have
the best stock of small scale plastic armour kits for sale over the whole weekend and our sales of plastic kits
reflected this. A good seller was our new Bomb trolleys in both 1/72 and 1/144 whilst the new releases and
airfield related items, as you would expect, sold well. We seemed to be missing a few regular customers and
wondered if the recession is biting deeper this year than last as we did not have some of the large orders we
have received historically but over the weekend we did well enough if not a record breaking performance.

The halls were bustling throughout Saturday, Sunday was quieter as everyone was, | think, looking and
photographing the models on show rather than trying to grab bargains. | got off the stand for about an hour on
the Sunday afternoon and was able to buy an Airfix Sea Fury in the kit swap and drool over the huge display of
cars and bikes by “Les Garistas” which was easily the best club or SIG display and | think just bettered the 535
Phantoms from the USAF SIG two years ago. Various other SIGs and Club stands had some excellent models on
them. | particularly liked a collection of McDonnell Douglas Airliners and some very nice airfield vehicles
presented by the Braunton Model Club. In fact there was too much to see in the time | had available.

It seemed that, as usual, all of the major and minor manufacturers of models and accessories were as usual,
present. If you wanted a kit, part or book | think you would have found it somewhere at the show, in fact, |
usually go into model overload there is so much to see and buy (Warning: Telford is extremely bad for your
bank balance) in fact one modeller | saw could barely carry all of the kits he had bought!! | didn’t get to the
competition!! | did see the new Revell Halifax Mk2 a new tooling not the old Matchbox kit which looked
superb but that was about it.

And then it was over... Back home at Ten pm having dropped Bill back in Richmond, Scale Model World 2011
seems like a dream now!



TAMIYA 1/35 T-55A — PART 2 BY GRAY SHARPLING

Well, | am sure that | left you all hanging on the edge of your seats last time — what would be my disaster for
this model, and would | actually finish a kit ever? You all knew | couldn’t go without something happening
didn’t you? Well, | had two disasters, one as almost the first thing that occurred after | had submitted my last
article to Tony for approval. But I'll come to all that in a moment.

First | had the almost-last bit of construction on the turret looming. It sounds insignificant, but | was at a loss
as to how to make the long whip-antenna that sprouts from a mount just in front of the commander’s hatch. |
had even e-mailed Paul and Tony for advice, being relatively inexperienced. Stretched sprue was the first
suggestion, and thin fuse-wire was the second. | wasn’t sure about the stretched-sprue concept, | felt it would
be too brittle and prone to breakage, and | didn’t want to be repairing this every few weeks. Thin fuse-wire
sounded better, and | even went and bought some from B&Q, but | didn’t feel like | could keep it kink-free
easily. Once it got bent, unbending it and getting it straight and smooth again looked to be a bit of a chore.
However, the fuse wire will definitely be useful for things in the future (I've already started getting ideas about
my entry for the Hasegawa and American competition builds for next year), so into the spares-box it went.
Then | had a brainwave, and £1.99 later | had a reel of 20Ib fishing line from Hansfords fishing supply store in
Fareham High Street. | figured this would be thin enough and stiff enough to make the perfect whip-antenna,
complete with realistic curved shape, and hopefully flexible enough to not either kink or snap. Problem
solved.

Then | just had to actually mount it. Tamiya supplied the
antenna-base mounting with, for some reason, what
appeared to be about a 5mm of the stub of the antenna
itself? Very odd. Anyway, | cut off the spurious antenna-
stub, and got out my trusty pin-drills again. It was a bit
awkward, trying to drill a long-thin hole lengthwise down
into a long-thin mount without breaking out the side, but |
was surprisingly successful.  The fishing line fitted
perfectly into my hole, and was glued in place by being

lightly dipped in CA and then inserted — like fitting a

|
catheter. Ouch! The clear fishing-line antenna, before painting,

One thing that | did feel that Tamiya had let the builder hides itself against any background.
down on - beneath the external 55 gallon fuel drums,

hanging off the back of the tank, is a wooden log. Yes, a log. | have no idea what the old Soviet Army used logs
for, but every tank of this era appears to have one. | am sure somebody can enlighten me; was it used as a
tank-sized crow-bar perhaps?

Regardless, Tamiya had dutifully supplied a plastic log on the parts-tree, but it was only three-quarters
moulded for some unknown reason. Being round, | couldn’t see why Tamiya couldn’t have moulded it as one
solid cylinder of plastic, but instead there was a long trench running the entire length of the underside. Even
when mounted against the back-plate, this trough would be very visible, and spoiled the end result by making
the kit look toy-like. So there was no choice but to dig out the filler, a lot of it, and fill this huge deep trench. It
took an age to set, but at least | didn’t have to worry about sanding it too much. It’s a log after all, a natural
object, so it didn’t need to be, nor should it be, sanded perfectly smooth. | just made the end result roughly
cylindrical, and could justifiably call it done. The easiest bit of filling and sanding I've had for ages, which is
good as | will go to great lengths to avoid it if at all possible. | painted it red-brown, and then dry-brushed
dark-brown on top, with some dark-yellow on the ends to try and show the interior wood from the bark. |
admit, | don’t consider the result very good at all, but | couldn’t think of what else to do for now. Maybe if | do
anything similar again | might actually take a leaf out of Malcolm’s book, and use an actual twig?



Tamiya chose to not fully-mould the log, so a lot of filler was required.

Now came the moment. | couldn’t put it off any longer. It was time to break-out my airbrush. Don’t get me
wrong, | actually do enjoy painting. It’s just that cleaning the airbrush is such a blasted chore - | seem to spend
more time cleaning the darned thing than actually using it. Anyway, it was as the first spraying session came to
an end that it happened. You knew it was coming didn’t you? Disaster number one. | had sprayed a first coat
on all the top of the hull, the pre-constructed storage boxes (still separate at this stage), the wheels, and the
turret. The turret was last as | had run out of XF-58 Olive Green, but as | set it aside to dry | managed to knock
almost an entire 250ml bottle of Tamiya X-20A acrylic thinner over all the just-painted storage boxes! Panic!

Luckily for my marriage, | had managed to spill the thinner into the lid of the plastic box | was using to store
the parts while they dried, so none of it got on the carpet. Phew! So | only had a modelling disaster to content
with, not the divorce courts. | fished the parts out of the drink, poured the thinner back into the bottle and...
What could | actually do? My only realistic option seemed to be to not touch the parts at all. My guess was
that any scrubbing or wiping would obviously only make matters worse. So | appeared to have little choice but
to wait for the parts to air-dry for a day or two and then see what damage had been done.

Whilst | was waiting for the soaked parts to slowly dry, | sprayed the Modelkasten tracks with XF-16 Flat
Aluminium as a base coat before moving on to the washes and weathering to make them look used.

First they were given a coat of MIG rust wash, which worked well, right up until I came to wipe off the excess,
when along came disaster number two. On one of the track-lengths — several of the linking-pins snapped,
leaving me with a broken track. | tried to drill-out the broken pins and insert new ones, but it proved too
difficult, and | got a less than 50% success rate. The only solution was to super-glue the links together. Not
what | wanted, so | now had to make sure that the glued links would be located where the lack of track-sag
would not show. Far from ideal, but the best compromise | could work out.



The Modelkasten tracks proved to be far more delicate than | anticipated.

Then it happened again! As | was applying the layer of
MIG dark-dirt wash, again the blasted tracks broke. By
now | was just getting annoyed with the darned things,
and have already sworn never to buy Modelkasten tracks
again. It’s going to be Friulmodel metal tracks for me in
future. With wire joints instead of the microscopic plastic
pins, they must be more robust, surely. If I'd had the time
before the November meeting when | hoped to exhibit my
humble efforts, | would have ordered a set and thrown

the Modelkasten tracks away as a waste of time and
money. To my mind, they are too fragile. They might

After being dunked in thinner,

look good, but they take some very, very delicate ) o
. . . the paint damage was minimal.
handling, otherwise they are going to break. However,

since this was all just a few days before the club meeting and the competition, | had no time; so | soldiered on

as best | could.

In the mean-time, | couldn’t bring myself to even dare to look at the thinner-soaked parts as they air dried.
When | did eventually pluck up the courage after a few days | breathed a massive sigh of relief. | had been
lucky. Very lucky. | know that if | had tried to wipe or dab the spilled thinner off, then the result would have
certainly required a total strip of the paint on those parts (something I've never done, and hope | never have
to!) and then a re-spray. But the result was almost unnoticeable. Only on just three parts could any actual
paint damage be seen, and that was so minimal that it was easily recovered by spraying a simple fresh coat of
paint, and did not need to be striped at alll To say | was relieved would be a massive understatement.
Disaster averted.

I had to wait until the September club meeting to answer my next question. The next stage in the build was to
highlight the tank with some dry-brushing - but what colour to actually dry-brush with? And how light do you
go? Russell gave me some advice, and | just went for it. | mixed a little light-grey with the base olive-green,
and tested my technique on the underside where it wouldn’t be seen until | felt | had it as right as it was going
to get, before moving on to the upper-side where my efforts would actually be visible. As Steve had taught me
already, when dry-brushing highlights, the key-word is dry-brushing. There has to be effectively no paint on
the brush, otherwise it slaps all over the place. But after some trial-and-error, | think | got the basic hang of it.

Painting the rubber rims on all ten road-wheels was a bit tedious, but once completed, it did make the wheels
look much better. There was even a handy rim around the wheel to help guide my paintbrush and (mostly)
avoid any slips, making for a very neat finish. | dry-brushed some flat-aluminium to the edges of the drive
wheels and front idlers, where the paint would normally get scraped off in use (unless the tank was literally
fresh out of the factory), plus some mid-grey to the rubber edges of the road-wheels. Then, like the tracks, |



added a wash of MIG rust to try and make the wheels look well-used. MIG rust wash also did a fantastic job of

making the tow cables look especially realistic and used | thought. | had never used MIG washes before, and |

have decided that | like them.

Dry-brushing high-lights and and decals applied.

Basic painting now completed, | applied all six(!) decals in
just a few minutes, aided by some Micro-Set and Micro-
Sol; with no tears or rips, unlike my old Spitfire. Then it
was just down to final construction and weathering. After
trying both in different areas, | decided that | much prefer
the MIG rust to the ProModellers rust wash. | found the
Promodelers to be too orange in colour, and not dark
enough for my tastes. | admit | might have gone a bit
overboard with the ProModellers dark-dirt wash -
although some armour modellers in the club will probably
question this statement as being an oxymoron. However,
it dries much lighter than it appears when wet, and on a
matt finish it ingrains itself into the paint and is very hard

Weathering started on wheels tow cables.

Dry-brushed high-lighting on the
machine gun and turret.

to wipe off, so | had to leave it pretty much as it was. Unfortunately this had the effect of effectively burying

the dry-brushed high-lighting | had so carefully applied. Oh, well - lesson learned for next time? Some Tamiya

weathering powders were used to add some soot-effects to the exhaust, and a dark banding to the tracks

where the rubber from the tyres would normally wear; and then suddenly it was done, and | was down to was

that time: the final flat-coat to seal the model ready for displaying.

[ j onco

He: H
All weathering done and matt-varnish applied, The exhaust heat-shroud also came out well, and the
my dry-brushing seemed to re-appear. Very tracks naturally sag very realistically, despite my
happy with the gun mantlet and rust effects. problems with breakages that forced re-gluing.

After my previous disaster with Tamiya’s products (not a sentence | ever thought | would type, normally | love
pretty-much everything Tamiya does), | avoided their flat-base/clear-varnish mix system like the plague.
Instead | decided to try Vallejo Acrylic Matt Varnish. It came in a huge milk-bottle sized container, and actually

looked not unlike milk too. It claimed to be usable straight out of the bottle, just requiring thinning with plain



water (with nice, clear usage instructions printed on the side of the container — Tamiya take note!). It went on
beautifully in a couple of light misting coats, and | was relieved to see that it dried perfectly clear and matt. It
also served to tone-down the over-the-top weathering, and the dry-brushed high-lighting seemed to re-
appear, almost out of nowhere. Very gratifying.

Yes folks, that’s it. | have actually finished my first model in about 25 years! Not quite as good as I'd hoped — |
can see several areas for improvement - but it all turned out much better than I'd feared. Now to start

something for next year’s Hasegawa competition... of course, the big question is - will | finish in time?

J |

POLISH SPECIAL FORCES BY KAROL WICINSKI

Continuing Karol’s series of article on Polish Special Forces

|WYDZIAL DZIALAN SPECJALNCYH SPECIAL WARFARE DEPARTMENT

In 1974 the Polish Navy formed a special team to test all aspects of
underwater operations. This unit was specialized in underwater operations
and some limited operations on the shore (port installations, beaches etc).
All divers were trained in the basics of land warfare tactics, as this never was
priority. Any operations on the land requiring ‘blue’ insertion/extraction
were assigned to land forces (army) divers.

Such strict specialisation led to the use fo specialised equipment like
magnetic mines, underwater tractors etc.

It is very hard to find any photographs showing WDS divers. Unit was
secretive and small in numbers.

The figure represents a diver in wet suit. He is carrying some explosives
during the training to remove obstacles on the beach.




CICHOCIEMNI SPECIAL OPERATIONS EXECUTIVE

Many books has been written about SOE training and operations on all
WWII theatres. These highly trained masters of improvisation, were
responsible for sabotage behind enemy lines which resulted in huge loses.
Most of them looked like ordinary citizens and had ordinary professions.

What was particular about the Polish SOE section was it’s independence.
The Polish section had its own equipment, radios, training facilities and
aeroplanes. After WWII many agents were captured by Red Army and
executed as spies. Many of these trails took less than 10 minutes, paper
work takes time.

Although most of the SOE agents were men, there were women as well.
Looking like ordinary secretaries this agent could have hidden parts for
radio equipment, false blank German documents, microfilms or anything

else.
WOT | DUN THIS MUNF BY STEVE EDWARDS

Hello Chaps.

Apologies for not having written any articles for some time, but it has been a busy and sometimes difficult
year. However, all my stars got aligned in late October so | could finally get on with some modelling at last, the
first since the Tangmere competition.

Some time back | started the Emhar Female Mk4 tank
in 1/35 scale. Everything was going fine until | got to
the part where you fitted the tracks. Now, most of us
at some time would have built the Airfix 1/72 version
and | assumed that like that, you built the tank and
fitted the tracks afterwards. However, the instructions
definitely
appear to
suggest that
in this case
you  build
the tank until you have fitted the inner casings, then you glue the

tracks to the inner casings, and then glue the outer casing to the
tracks. This held me up for some time until following some advice
from fellow modellers and surfing the net | found that you can
indeed build it like the Airfix kit and fit the tracks afterwards. The
problem with this, is that it is not as accurate as if the tracks were
to run in this configuration they would be torn to pieces on the
struts across the centre section of the tank. It does however make
the model much easier to build, and personally | am never too
bothered about total accuracy, this falling into the ‘rivet counting’
category for me.

Once this problem was surpassed, the rest of the build was pretty

straightforward. | primed it with Citadel Chaos black, and base
coated with Humbrol Light olive. Decals where then applied, they | found them to be very thick, with the
carrier paper the consistency of Selotape, but copious amounts of decal fix softened them nicely. The model
was then given a dark wash, and then | very carefully applied the sepia wash to give the appearance of rust
stains. | was particularly pleased with the results of this, especially against the white lettering.



The tracks where sprayed silver, followed by
light brown. They were glued to the model, and
finally a pencil was used to give a shiny worn
metal appearance. All that was left was to go
mad with the MIG pigments for the mud and
dust.

| felt this was one of the best models | have ever
built and was so pleased with it, that, buoyed
with confidence, | used the same techniques
and completed the male version (Flypaper) in

about four days!

As | had had an outbreak of WW1, | then looked
in my stash and found the Airfix 1910 bus which | had bought sometime ago with the intention of building a
military version. This was not the rare military version of the kit, but the original London bus version, so it
would involve a bit on conversion.

Thank goodness | had intended to do this all along. As most of my modelling friends will know, | am a great fan
of Airfix, and have always excused their sometimes poor quality in the past by reminding people that some of
their subjects are unobtainable elsewhere. PLEASE
NOTE, | SAY IN THE PAST, CURRENT KITS ARE
USUALLY OF VERY FINE QUALITY. However, this
was surely an example of the sort of kit that has

got them so much criticism . It was diabolical! The
window frames and sides where moulded out of
shape, locating holes where either too small or
worse, too big and | could not get the stairs to fit
without adding extra plastic in places.

However, the windows where covered with balsa ‘planks’, and any
misshaped parts once finished, only enhance the ‘used’ military
appearance. The same colours and shading techniques as the
tanks where used and the resulting model has come out far better
than expected.

I then thought | would have a change of subject, and having finally
purchased Tamiya’s lovely little Stuart tank at Yeovilton this year, |
decided to have a bash at that. What a delightful little kit it is, with
typical Tamiya quality in both fit and detail. | opted for the British
Honey version. There is little to say about the construction save
that it went together quickly and easily with no need for filler.
Once built, it was sprayed using Humbrol sand, then a sepia wash

and a small amount of pigment to give it a ‘dusty’ feel.

So it has been a very productive month or so for me and | hope for
everyone else!

All that remains is to say | hope you all have a merry Christmas and all the best for 2012.
TTFN chaps

Steve



2007 KAWASAKI ZXRR — PART 6 BY PAUL ADAMS

Things you wish you hadn’t said; “It shouldn’t take long, a simple paint scheme and a nice Tamiya frame to
hang the resin parts from” - I'd uttered those words sometime during October 2010. Little did | know that
more than twelve months later I'd be writing my final build report on this model!!! Jeez....

To be fair, there have been several interruptions to my modelling ‘flow’ this year, and it’s been difficult to
spend any meaningful time at the workbench because of many other family related events and goings on, so in
all, the model has taken around six months to complete, which is about the norm for me anyhow.

If you managed to catch last month’s Romsey Modeller, you
will have read that | got the bike onto its wheels and had test
fitted the fairing after the forks had been fitted. The sequence
in the kit called out for the forks to go on last, but it look clear
to me that it was possible beforehand — so that’s what | did.
Before this though | ran some brake lines from the front
calipers to the appropriate locations on the handlebars. |
simply used a fine gauge black wire from Maplins for this task.
I must say the faring and lower cowl (all one piece) does not
fit as well as | might have hoped, there still seems to be many
areas where the fairing fouls against the engine, some of
which become visible (damaged paint) following the last test
fitting stages. This surprised me somewhat as the fairing was
designed around the 2006 Tamiya kit and engine and yet
appears to be designed for something else!! The cowling is

obviously too thick and needs several corrective sessions in order for it the fit better, mine isn’t far off but it
could have been better.

Fitting the nose section to the lower part was also a trial, the end result
.- being that | had to leave off a small electrical box which was located by
the side of the instrument pod, which also fouled the nose sufficiently
enough to prevent the screws from locating cleanly in the mounting
holes.

With the windscreen carefully fixed in with tiny machined 0.7mm
fasteners, the nose was mounted and adorned with more etch
boltheads, and at this stage | added some various small details to the
rear brake master cylinder and added a fluid hose. | also glued in place
the photo-etch brake pedal, gear change, resin adjuster (from the Top

Studio detail set), together with some resin footrests, which Kawasaki
kept aluminium. Topping that lot off was more photo-etch
boltheads around the exhaust shroud, some of which were
pre-painted in black.

The seat and tank section proved fiddly to fit with the Tamiya
2.5mm screws, | eventually resorted to using Tamiya’s 5mm
black screws which helped disguise the out of scale fastener.
With a few more boltheads fitted, adding two small decals to
the windscreen which | nearly forgot, and a clean with Tamiya
wax, the model was nearly complete. Last job was to paint up
the stand simply with Alclad Aluminium and the wheels had
their centres sprayed with metallic blue followed by some
detailed masking and painting of the tyres a milky yellow

colour mixed from Tamiya acrylics. | located some appropriate



etch mounting lugs from the Top Studio stand set. | managed all of this in time for Scale Modelworld and it
also put in a nearly finished appearance at the Yeovilton autumn show.

There’s no doubt this transkit tested my patience, particularly as the bike wasn’t ridden by my favourite rider,
but nonetheless it does look rather nice against my collection of other bikes. The green and black paint scheme
is rather striking. The transkit is good, though | could only recommend it to experienced modellers, not those
looking for their first resin bike conversion kit.

The kit is still available via the K’s Workshop website shop, should you fancy a go at it.
http://www.ks-workshop.com/

My next project involves no resin, nor very much photo-etch, Hasegawa’s all new plastic 2001 Daijiro Kato
Honda NSR250cc. Hooray for that!!

For now, enjoy the completed photos of this project
while | begin another.

Four views of the completed model.
Zero's solid lime green was the correct
colour of choice, contrasting vividly
with the carbon black areas.

The early season dark metallic version

ran with green wheels too!! | prefer this
late season scheme.

The exhaust became an important focal
point, especially as there was only one
pipe on show. Alclad clear paint gave the
required effects. The stand is a modified
version provided in the Tamiya kit.



HOMEMADE VAC FORMER BY RICHARD STEWART

This is one piece of kit | have always wanted to make. To have the option to make a canopy or viewing blister

on an aircraft that bit clearer using clear acetate or making a new one after ones been damaged, Or in my case
canopy making for 1/350 scale aircraft.

| started looking for a sturdy wooden box in my horde of spares and found an old box that was used in some
over packaged Xmas gift | was given a few years back. | cut a hole in one end which is the correct diameter of

my hover connector. Then used some perforated metal sheeting (again from my spares collection) to tack to
the top of the box.

s

Once the mesh was secured to the box with the aid of some small tacks and to ensure an air/vacuum tight seal
| used duct tape around the box putting about 10mm framing around the mesh. | also used some draft
excluder around the top of the box to iron out any irregularities in my next project below.

THE FRAME

This was a little trickier than the box as at least the box was not made by me! | may like to think I’'m a plastic
modeller but I'm no woodworker! | found left over bits from our recent new kitchen installation, which would
be fine to make the frame with. So | set to work with a rather worn saw jig to make the right angles. Well |

have to say it would have scored a D in a junior school (for the blind!)But it did fit over the main vacuum box so
job done.

ACETATE SHEET

| managed to save some overhead projector acetate sheets from a skip a little while back which would be just
the job for this. | used thumb tacks secure it to the frame and used more duct tape to ensure a good seal.
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ACID TEST

Next phase was once | positioned the acetate covered frame onto the box with my ‘test moulds’ underneath |
used 4 woodworking sash clamps to hold the frame to the box nice and tight, With the hover attachment in
the hole and all plugged in ready to go, | used a heat gun to ‘warm’ the acetate frame until the acetate was
nice and ‘“floppy’ | then switched on the hover and hay presto!

AFTERMATH
Well not quite hay presto more like OOOPS!

| should have raised the canopies up on little plinths as | forgot to calculate the thickness of the acetate which

did not conform around my tiny 1/350 scale canopies. Also the scrap aircraft | was using were definitely
scrapped as their wings were slightly droopy afterwards.

CONCLUSION

The Idea is a sound one though, so no need to go back to the drawing board. If | was Vac forming let’s say a
1/72 or a 1/48 canopy, no doubt | would be looking at a finished article that would resemble a work of art. |

will give it another try, this time with the canopies raised slightly to overcome the acetate thickness.
Well back to building my Nimitz air wing

To be continued!



THE CLEAN-UP TRIO BY PAT CAMP

Philippe Mallier (aka “Sakai”) is a fellow club member of AMV83 (in Toulon, France) and passionate about the
history and modelling of the Japanese air forces in the Second World War. He is a member of an IPMS Special
Interest Group (SIG) with this theme and his presence at model shows is invariably accompanied by the loud
sounds of battles raging as he plays videos of film clippings taken during the war.

Philippe very kindly gave me a 1/32™ Japanese pilot figurine. It was from a Hasegawa kit of a Ki-61 Hien
(Swallow) and was of Capt Teruhiko Kobayashi [1]. Kobayashi became a celebrity as leader of the IJAAF 244"
Sentai who endeavoured to defend Tokyo against bombing raids. The Sentai became the highest scoring unit
and employed terrifying ramming tactics against the B-29’s of the 20™ Air Force. He survived the war but died
in 1953 flying a T-33 as a pilot of the JSDF.

[1] Captain Teruhiko Kobayashi, leader of IJAAF 244™ Sentai. The Hasegawa figure is based on the left
photograph.

The figure is cast in four pieces — the head, arms and then the remainder — in white metal [2]. He is depicted
wearing a well-insulated winter flight suit. The surface texture was somewhat coarse and the detail very light.
There were air holes between his thighs at the front. The detail of the head was good, but it looks too small.

| have recently taken to painting multiple figures at once. | guess it is because my “stash” is growing ever larger
and | need to find a way to work faster! | had already the Masterbox set of air aces and have built the figure of
Werner Moélders (see March 2011 issue of the Romsey Newsletter for a write-up of this). This set also includes
Saburo Sakai [3], surely one of the most famous Japanese fighter pilots. The Molders figure was not a
particularly close likeness to the man himself, | wonder if the Sakai figure would be any better?

[3] Sub Lt Saburo Sakai, IINAF. (Petty Officer at the time of
these photos).




Sakai’s service career started in China and continued through the Second World War, during which he was
severely wounded and returned to flying duties despite being blinded in one eye. He logged 3700 hours of
flying time and fought in over 200 dogfights and destroyed or damaged some 60 enemy aircraft. In all this time
he never lost a wingman nor damaged an aircraft on landing. After the war Saburo Sakai became a Buddhist
and vowed to never again kill any living thing.

This injection moulded figure [4] comes with a choice of two heads so you can depict him before or after the
wound he received to his eye. There is minimal flash on the mouldings and everything dry-fitted well.

[2] Hasegawa’s metal kit of Capt [4] Masterbox’s injected plastic kit of [5] Ultracast’s resin kit of
Kobayashi. Saburo Sakai. Hiroyoshi Nishizawa.

So having one figure in white metal and another in plastic, | thought it would be an interesting exercise to
paint one in resin as well, so we can see which turns out best. Ultracast have a rather dashing figure of Petty
Officer Hiroyoshi Nishizawa [5,6] that is nicely sculpted (as is usual) by Mike Good. Saburo Sakai once said of
Nishizawa’s flying skills "Never have | seen a man with a fighter plane do what Nishizawa would do with his
Zero. His aerobatics were all at once breathtaking, brilliant, totally unpredictable, impossible, and heart-stirring
to witness." Sakai described his friend Nishizawa as about 5-foot-8, 140 Ib (64 kg) in weight, pale and gaunt,
suffering constantly from malaria and tropical skin diseases.

[6] W/O Hiroyoshi Nishizawa, IJNAF.

Nishizawa, Sakai and Joshio Ota became famed as the “clean-up trio” owing to their combat success*.
However, come the last quarter of 1942, things started to change. Sakai had become injured and hospitalised,
and many of the chutai died in the skies over Guadalcanal. The surviving pilots were then assigned as
instructors back in Japan until, once more, they returned to the fight in May 1943. In June 1943, Nishizawa's
achievements were honoured by the gift of a military sword inscribed Buko Batsugun ("For Conspicuous
Military Valor") from the commander of the 11th Air Fleet, Vice Admiral Jin'ichi Kusaka.



Nishizawa escorted kamikaze attacks and was eventually killed whilst flying in a transport plane on the way to
collect some replacement fighter planes.

*So, whilst | have named this article after them, it is not entirely correct to have done so. But as in the immortal
words of the bard “two out of three ain’t bad”!

REFERENCES.

Now let me start by saying | knew very little about uniforms and equipment of the Japanese WW2 fighter
pilots when | started this little project. But it is an interesting topic and one of the great things about this
hobby of ours is finding out things by means of a little research, isn’t it! | started with a search through my
books and model mags, but, disappointingly, found little. | then found a little more in the internet, but still it
fell far short of what | had hoped for. Nevertheless, | made do with what little | had gathered.

Later, as | was completing the figures, | received lots of interesting information from Philippe, the most useful
being Osprey Elite 086: “Japanese Naval Aviation Uniforms & Equipment 1937-1945”. | also received
photographs of aircrew clothing from Mr Sugiyama in Japan, via David Aiken, a Director of Pearl Harbor
History Associates, Inc. Many thanks to these gentlemen and particularly Mr Sugiyama for very kindly
consenting for his photographs (for which he owns the copyright) to be included into this article. Thanks also
to So Maruyama - a work colleague - for kindly translating correspondence to facilitate communication
between myself and Mr Sugiyama. Finally, a word of thanks to Chuck Graves at www.warbirdcolors.com to use
his notes regarding Sakai and Kobayashi. Please go to his site if you wish to read the articles in full.

So having received this excellent information late-on in the build, | have done two things:

1. Made a “ho-ho” check to make sure | had made no howling errors so far, and
2. make mention of things | know now but did not at the time of painting the figurines.

PREPARING THE FIGURINES.

The quickest of the three to prepare was the metal figure: mould lines were quickly removed by some light
cleaning up. The resin one was next: the moulding gates for the resin parts were quite thick and some mould
edges needed fettling along the insides of the flight suit leg seams. Although that all took some time to do, the
plastic one took me even longer to prepare.

The metal and resin figures were assembled with cyano gel. | found Micro-Liquitape helpful for aligning parts -
particularly for Saburo Sakai who has his arms crossed — before gluing in place [7].

[7] Figures assembled and ready for painting. The centre photo is not Zaphod Beeblebrox, it is the Sakai
figure with the choice of two heads. Note some ties have been added to his life vest using lead foil.



All three figures were given a coat of Tamiya grey primer from a rattle can, followed by airbushed Humbrol(H)
34 white applied to flesh and highlighted areas. Flesh areas were outlined and shaded chrome orange deep +
ultramarine + burnt umber then highlighted with jaune brillant + titanium white + a touch of the shade mix
applied by brush.

FLIGHT SUITS.

Elite 086 mentions the early flight suits were made from a heavy wool gabardine that ranged in colour from
chocolate brown to dark brown with a dark green tint [Sug 1].

[Sug 1] One-piece flight suits with waist belts.

Below & right: other photos of flight suits found on the
internet. The left photo may be colorized, so be cautious with
interpreting colours from this.




The trousers of the two-part flight suits were held up by a belt from matching material with a square black
buckle. The jacket was worn tucked into the trouser waist band. In very hot conditions, the pilot might wear
his white or beige coloured service shirt rather than his heavy flight jacket.

The winter issue suits only came as single-piece coveralls. The Navy versions had rabbit fur collars. Army
versions were lighter brown in colour and had the rabbit fur on the collar and down inside as far as the waist.

Buttons were originally in plastic, then changed to wood as the war progressed and materials became short.
Towards the end of the war, some buttoned areas and the waist belt were replaced by ties.

The flight suits for the figures were lightly airbrushed with a brown mixed from WEM Corticene + H63 sand +
H34 white + H107 red. The shade was varied for each figure so they do not look the same [8]. The suits were
shaded using oils: chrome orange deep + Paynes Grey + violet blue + zinc white and later given a deep shade
from burnt sienna + Paynes Grey.

The metal Kobayashi figure is, of course, a lot heavier than the others. | think this is a significant factor as to
why it became damaged when | accidentally knocked over the stand holding the figures. Some metal became
flattened and — more awkwardly — some paint was chipped off his arm in a highly visible place. The other two
escaped without harm.

[8] Flight suits airbrushed in varying tones of brown. In hindsight, | should have covered the boots as
well. Deep shade added by brush. Note damage to arm of Kobayashi figure after the holder fell over.

To be continued in Next Mouth’s Romsey Modeller



GAMES WORKSHOP LEMAN RUSS TANK — PART 1 BY RUSSELL EDEN
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Instructions

After spending an eternity building the Pinto Racer, |
decided my next write up was going to be something
simpler and more fun. I'd had enough of cars and 1/48
armour for a while and after a mooch round our
local(ish) Hobby Craft | picked up a Games Workshop
Leman Russ tank. I've always liked their tank designs —
very reminiscent of WWI designs with big chunky
detailing and lots of weapons.

The kit was £31 — fairly expensive for what you get - two
rather large sprues of grey plastic, good instructions, and
nice set of decals.

Sprues

Although a very simple kit — it is designed for youngsters
and gamers - the detailing is fantastic and comes with
lots of weapon options. Not enough for me though... |
fancied a huge gatling gun main weapon and a dozer
blade so before I'd even started the kit | was eBay and
bought some spares and extra weapons for it.

Whilst waiting for these to arrive | got on and assembled the hull. Consisting of 6 parts — hull top and bottom,
and 2 sets of sides it wasn’t difficult. GW kits usually need a lot of cleaning up as they have very thick sprue

points and this was no exception.

Assembled Hull

Side sponsons and accessories



Next to be assembled were the side weapon sponsons. These have various weapon choices — heavy bolters,
flamers, plasma cannons and multi-meltas.

Weapon choices — I-r t-b — front las cannon, hvy Hull rear with sponsons mounted with smoke
flamers, plasma cannons, multi-meltas, hvy bolters  dischargers

With the side sponsons attached | mounted the exhausts, rear box, tools, jerry-cans and a few choice
accessories on the rear of the hull.

At this point the dozer blade arrived — | glued the
mounting parts to the hull and left off the blade as | was
going to paint this separately.

As the new main weapon hadn’t arrived | got on with
painting the hull. | primered it using Halfords grey and
painted the hull a rather fetching shade of Humbrol
grass green. It came out a bit bright but being fantasy |
wasn’t too worried. | gave the whole thing a heavy
drybrush of a very light green to counter the brightness
of the grass green.

One dozer blade

Drybrushed




In grass green

Next instalment — the turret and more painting.

WHY | BUILD WHAT | BUILD  BY GRAY SHARPLING

A few months ago | had an old friend round for lunch, and |
mentioned to him that | had recently joined The Romsey
Modellers. Like me, he used to be a model kit builder in his
youth, so he was quite interested and wanted to see what | had
been working on. We reminisced about various kits we had built
in our younger days, and then he asked me what | thought was a
very interesting question:

“How do you choose what kits to build?”

It set me wondering, as it wasn’t as easy a question to answer as
it first appeared.

In my hey-day of kit building, probably from ages about eight
through eighteen, | was quite prolific, and it was a rare week
indeed that | didn’t have a kit on the go. Now, like then, I’'m not
really one for working on multiple kits simultaneously, preferring
to concentrate on one kit at a time. This phenomena is
something that | know many, if not most, of the members of the
Romsey Modellers might find hard to understand, and to be
honest it’s not something | can easily explain myself. All | can
say is that | hate seeing things incomplete? So personally, seeing
more than one kit unfinished feels a bit like a failure to me — like
I’'ve already given up on kit A, just by starting on kit B?

But I’'m digressing from the original question. Over the years |
have built something in almost every genre: aircraft, armour,
sci-fi, sci-fact, naval, automotive... | don’t really remember what
my very first kits were. | do remember that my very first kits
were all unpainted, and | only really had access to Airfix and the
old-fashioned “toothpaste-tube” type cement. So you can
imagine the horrors that resulted, but as a kid of single-digits
age, | was happy. To me they were toys, not models, and they

S
i

PITFIRE Mk1a
R

SUPER SIZE
1724 SCALE Wit




certainly didn’t sit on a shelf but got played with — getting
happily mixed with my Dinky-toys and Lego. | distinctly
remember the first time | actually painted a model, and tried to
make it something more than just a toy: the old Airfix 1/24
Spitfire Mk.l. Although | was disappointed with my first painting
efforts, failing to meet even my own low expectations.
Regardless, it hung semi-proudly from my bedroom ceiling for
several years.

My painting efforts slowly improved, and my discovery of
Tamiya in the late 1970’s was an absolute revelation in kit
quality. The quantum leap in level of detail and engineering
compared to the old Airfix and Revell kits that | was accustomed
to was nothing short of astonishing. But to a teenager with only
pocket-money, they were also in a different league price-wise
too.

Anyway, back to the original question (I do keep digressing,
don’t I?). If asked, | would have said that on average | was about
seventy per cent an aircraft modeller? My father spent ten
years in the RAAF (1948-1958) as an armament fitter, and can
tell tales that will have you wondering how he survived, antics
surrounded by guns and bombs all day. | also spent eighteen
months with the ATC cadet force, where building anything
except aircraft was... erm... “frowned upon” at best. So those
were probably strong influences on me. Having said that, if |
scan my wants-list, | see that it currently comprises 26 aircraft,
22 armour, 15 sci-fi, and 1 automotive... and that’s just what is
actually available to buy. Given the snail-like speed at which |
currently build, that’s far more than | could hope to complete in
a lifetime! Plus, it changes weekly of course. There are also
several subjects I'd like to get, but nobody actually makes them
as far as | know. My stash is currently a mere ten kits (eleven
when the postman decides to deliver it), which comprise 8
aircraft, and one each of armour, sci-fact, and automotive. So
doing the maths, it would appear that | am actually 45% into
aircraft, 30% armour, and 20% sci-fi, but now I’'m pretty sure
that I’'m over-analysing.

Basically, I've always been interested in absolutely anything that
goes fast, or is powerful, or is technologically advanced in some
way. For those few of you who might remember it, | used to
subscribe to the early 1970’s weekly magazine for boys “Speed
& Power”, before it went belly-up and was bought by the much-
inferior “Look & Learn” magazine. | still have every issue! I've
built so many aircraft it would take more space than | have here
to list them all. I've done various armour - mainly WWII German
tanks, just ‘cos they looked cool; although | also distinctly
remember building the old Airfix 1/72 Chieftain and Centurion
Tanks too. I've done everything from the old Airfix SRN-1 and

e ey
Avmrixres]

‘@MULTI-ROLE COMBAT AIRCRAFT (MAC.A.
| mmmmmqﬂmmmmﬁ




huge SRN-4 hovercraft to the 1/144 Saturn V rocket and 1/72
Lunar module, the “Bond Bug”, HMS Nelson, HMS Amazon, and
the SS France (never finished, now lost, and also a major
collector’s item these days!). | could go on and on, but it
seemed to be mainly aircraft: Tornados, Harriers, Jaguar’s, F-
15’s, F-16's, Lightning’s, Lancaster’s, Mossie’s... Usually all built
with wheels-up as | quickly learned that my mother was rather
vigorous with a duster, and anything that was delicate, or
protruded too far, was soon destroyed.

You probably won’t see me building WWI aircraft or armour for
example. WWII and onwards only for me. Also, apart from a
very few iconic subjects like the Spitfire, I'm generally more of a
jet-person than prop. | guess it's nostalgia for my youth —
whatever was “latest and greatest” when | was growing up?
Also, | tend to be a very visual person, it's got to look good!
Sleek and powerful, at least to me. Which is very subjective, and
not something | can explain quickly or easily. F-86 Sabre, or
MIG-15 — sorry, not for me, they’re ugly (to my eyes anyway). F-
100 Super-Sabre, or MIG-21 — possibly, although neither are on
my “wants” list. F-14, F-15, F/A-18 — now that’s more like it!
Like | said, it’s down to simple, and very subjective, looks more
than anything else | supose?

So why my current T-55A build? Well, after my (now infamous?)
Spitfire disaster | needed a change from aircraft, and it is an
interesting tank that is relatively unusual. One can purchase
pretty-much every single variant of every single type of German
tank used anywhere in WWII. But post WWII Russian armour,
and even western armour come to that, seem to get a lot less
attention by the kit manufacturers. So the T-55 is something
slightly different; and again, | just happen to think that it’s a
good looking tank.

OK, so now-a-days maybe it is slightly more than simply what
looks good to me? I've got to include a fair dose of good-old
nostalgia in there somewhere, and also even what mood | am
in? Nostalgia for my lost youth (maybe that’s why I've re-taken
up modelling again in general?), and nostalgia for certain movies
and TV shows that | remember fondly.

| wonder if I'm the only one who is such a magpie, with
influences and likes of such a diverse spread? Who wants to be
next in trying to explain their thought-processes on why they
build the kits they do? To be brutally honest, for myself: | have
no flippin’ idea!
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CLUB DIARY

December 15™ Xmas Night
January 19" Club Night
February 16™ Club Night TBA Yeovilton Spring Show
March 16™ Club Night
April 20™ Club Night April 14™ Poole Vikings Show
May 18" St Georges Competition May 20" Hendon Show
" \ub Nigh June 2™ Newmod 2012 (IPMS Newbury Show)
June 15 Club Night
TBA Salisbury Show, Hendon
July 20" Hasagawa Competition
August 17" Club Night
) ber 21 Club Nish September 1* | Build a Model in a Day 2012
eptember ub Night
TBA Farnborough Show
October 19" Club Night TBA Yeovilton Autumn Show
N ber 16" Annual C it November 10"/ | Scale ModelWord 2012
ovember nnual Competition th
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December 21 Xmas Night

Next Meeting: Wednesday December 21* (8pm to 10pm)

Ampfield Village Hall
Morleys Lane
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