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THIS MONTH

We have some superb articles in this month’s Romsey Modeller. It was great to receive Les Cooper’s (one of the
founding members of the club) excellent build article coving the “Old” Airfix Model T Ford and also Pat Camp’s
1/48 Airfix Spitfire Xll. In fact when taking Russell’s Leman Tank in to consideration most of the articles this
month are written by modellers who no longer live in the area — it just goes to show you can take the modeller
out of Romsey but ....

Richard writes up his insane 1/350 scale USS Nimitz air wing , the resulting aircraft could easily be mistaken for
1/72 scale such is the attention to detail. The final build is picked from the archive coving my Dambuster
Lancaster, a model that has languished part built for 3 years. | have recently picked it back up in order to have
an entry in next month’s Hasegawa competition so it’s worth revisiting the build so | can continue the story
next month..

We have also have report on the IPMS Poole model show and a book review by Nigel.

Enjoy

Tony

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 3" Wednesday of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we often run
workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also attend most
of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS

MODELLING WORKSHOPS

At last month’s meeting | stated | wanted to implement Paul’s idea of holding regular workshops on various
subjects during our monthly meetings. | had intended to kick this off this month coving basic skills such as
gluing and seam filling. Unfortunately | will be away on business this month so this is something to start at
May’s meeting.

A reminder that May’s meeting will also see the Hasagawa Competition, so you now only have one month to
get your entries completed.

PAT CAMP’S DONATION

As mentioned in last month’s magazine Pat Camp has very generously donated his fee for publication of his
Airacobra build in the IPMS magazine. We have now received a cheque for £140 which we intend to put
towards the cost of either a one day course figure painting or airbrush course. We have contacted some
prospective trainers and hope to have something to announce shortly.

MODELZONE

As mentioned last month | have registered the club to appear on Modelzones web site, one of the benefits is
they offer clubs is a 10% in store discount for club members. The discount is valid until 30" June, to receive the
discount go to http://www.modelzone.co.uk/modelclubs/club/voucher and print out the voucher to take to

the store ( Southampton Above Bar) or order on line using the promotional code MZ12MC



POOLE VIKINGS MODEL SHOW 14™ APRIL 2012

Once again we took the short journey down the
A31 to Poole for IPMS Poole ( Poole Vikings annual
show). When we got there we did have an
unpleasant surprise in that our table was against a
wall offering us no place to sit, near the display. On
talking this through to the organisers we were
offered a better location next to the stage, which
was a little better, however we still could only
squeeze a couple of members behind the table due
to the location of a bloody great grand piano.
Fortunately Russell and Tasha had their own table
to display their itshta vehicles so we had little more

room.

We were also given 3 tables of very differing height Russell wins Civilian Vehicle Gold
which provided another challenge, still we made
the best of a bad job and put on a reasonably good display of armour , aircraft topped off by Richard’s 1/350

Titanic — it being the day of the 100" anniversary of it’s loss.

The show itself didn’t quite have the number of vendors as previous years, certainly there wasn’t anybody
selling paint or glue, which was what | was after , however everybody managed to splash the cash and increase
the size of their stashes. | picked up Airfix’s new Swordfish and Gnat — it occurred to me that the last 6 models |
have purchased were Airfix — which is another indicator on the improvement of their products , both the new
models look superb.

We didn’t do badly in the completions with Sean and myself picking up Silver and Bronze awards but Russell
trumped us by winning the Gold in the civilian vehicles class.

Titanic Big un and Little un Steve’s get’s a sugar rush from a big bottle of coke!



Martin Hale’s TSR2 won a number of prizes and was certainly desirved
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Brilliantly weathered 1/32 Ki-84 I loved the rust effect on this train

Russell’s itshta vehicles



USS NIMITZ A7 CORSAIR AIRWING BY RICHARD STEWART

Well after taking an extended break due to work commitments it was good to start adding to my solitary A7
corsair | completed a couple of months back. | decided to copy my production technique from the Hornet build
and build all 23 aircraft in one go. This went well but | did make a slight error with the undercarriage as
explained later on in this article.

Undercarriage cut out is accurate but caused headaches
later on in build

Production line in full swing!

PAINTING

Once the main wing was fitted it was time to paint all the aircraft. For this | applied (using a brush) Model

Master Gull Grey and Flat White and when dry a coating of future ready for decal application.

cockPIT

For the rest of the airwing | have opted for closed
canopies but still wanted a little bit of detail in there. So |
obtained a plan view of an A7 cockpit and with the aid of
Photoshop reduced the size to 1/350 scale which | then
printed on decal sheet. Once this was left to fully dry I
applied a coat of Halfords lacquer then were cut-out and
applied. Next was to give the impression of a seat which |
used ‘U’ shaped plastic rod trimmed to size and then
positioned at a slight angle. | dipped the canopies in
future before fitting as | wanted them to be as clear as
possible to show of the business end of the plane. The
canopies were fixed using PVA which also helped to
smooth out some of the excessively large joint gaps |
encountered in this process.

Finished result and the Starfighter canopy decal
framing finished it off nicely



DECALS

The decals in this scale are a major undertaking;
with one aircraft this is fine but times this by 12 for
just one squadron! The decals are from Starfighter
Decals which have a uniform coating of lacquer
applied which means having to cut and trim each
individual decal off the sheet and then apply. |
found

most of them especially the VA86 tail motif was
very good and much better than the Trumpeter one

although some of the actual insignia and stencilling it s
were better on the Trumpeter decal sheet. Decals alone on each aircraft amounts to thirteen

which does not include main wing insignia

UNDERCARRIAGE

In my quest for the ultimate detail in 1/350 scale | do sometimes miss the mark and this could be classed as
one!

On the real aircraft the main gear is housed in a prominent wheel bay housing where on the kit there is no
indication of this just two attachment points on each side for the gear legs. To achieve the ‘real look’ | cut out a
section of the lower fuselage and fitted in a central fillet so on each side was the wheel well. Unfortunately in
doing this my brain was not engaged as to how | would attached the main gear legs, as | had cut out the
mounting points with the removed sections! To overcome this ‘little error’ a small amount of epoxy glue was
used to make up for the slight gap from strut to fuselage, and this being stronger should last the course. | then
fitted the etch undercarriage doors which went a long way to covering up my error.

As with my first A7 | will use my Waldron punch tool to punch out white decal discs for the wheel caps and
when this is done will start attaching the last of WEMs etch mainly the weapons pylons and arrestor hooks

JET PIPE

To be classed as a jet it must have an intake and an exhaust, well it had an intake (albeit covered) so next job
was to fit one. | put my recycling head on and used the fine needle used on Revell glue dispensers as I've

Tools for the job (don’t forget safety specs!) Now classed as a Jet

enough for all 24 aircraft. To cut them down to size | used a fine grinding wheel so safety specs are a must. |
also found it far easier to clean and finish the exhaust end while it was still attached to the main rod and then
to trim, as | was cutting them down to 3-4 mm lengths.



| drilled a 0.9 mm hole in the rear of the fuselage to accommodate the new exhaust and a drop of superglue
sealed the bond.

| have done this to the other squadron which should reduce the repair rate of reaffixing already fitted

components!

This is the point I’'m at so far with wing ends, wing weapon pylons and wheel disc decals to fit, hopefully the
other twelve A7’s of VA 82 should go a little more to plan, then it is on with the F14 Tomcats.

BOOK REVIEW: “ARMOURED ATTACK 1944” AND “ARMOURED VICTORY 1945” AUTHOR
STEVE ZALOGA BY NIGEL ROBINS

ARMORED ATTACK

U.S. Army Tank Combat in the
European Theater from D-Day 4
to the Batile of the Bulge

This has to be the easiest book review | have ever written, quite simply buy these books if you can!! They are a
photographic diary of the U.S. Armoured Divisions as they move from England through Normandy and on to
the Seine and then into Paris. There are photos of Operation Dragoon, breaking the Siegfried line, the Battle of
the Bulge, crossing the Rhine, in Germany itself, on to Berlin, after the cease fire and culminate with shots of
the prototype vehicles from 1946/47



All photographs are superbly captioned by the expert on U.S. WW2 armour and are exactly what the model
maker and diorama builder needs. As an absolute bonus included are many shots of various knocked out
German vehicles along with impressed vehicles of French origin. Most of the photos | have never seen before
and quite frankly it will take a few evenings to go through them all as each book has nearly 500 pages, with at
least two photos per page. They are the best books of this type | have ever seen on the U.S. Army in Europe
and | cannot recommend them highly enough. | was able to get my Copies from Chris Pearce of IPMS
Southampton, however Amazon have “1944” for £14.80 and “1945” for £19.50 - at those prices they are an
absolute bargain.

GAMES WORKSHOP LEMAN RUSS TANK — PART 3 BY RUSSELL EDEN

Now the tank was 90% complete | got on

with the base. | decided to use one of my
spare car cases from Just-Bases. This was
perfect size and height for the tank and left
enough room for me to build a little scene.

After a quick search on ebay | bought an Ork
barricade and a couple of Ork figures in bits.

Out of the great pile of bits | assembled 2
orks — one with a heavy machine gun holding
the line and one with a sub-machinegun
running away..

| gave these green ork skin, blue clothing, purple hair and brown leather belts. Nothing too fancy but enough
to make them stand out.




| also picked up a little goblin with a rather large pistol. He was painted in a similar way — nothing too fancy but
he'll stand out nicely on the base.

With the Ork Boyz done it was onto the base.

Using grout | sculpted the base and added the barricade and some other parts from my spares collection.

To fit the tank into the base | drove it into the drying grout. This gave me some bulldozed mud too. This will be
added to when | attach the tank to the base. Unfortunately when it dried it moved and | can no longer get the
dozer blade in place — oops.

| gave the base a coat of primer once dry and got on with painting the barricade. Using mainly blue, sand, field
grey and metallic paints as base coats these were then give black and brown washes and a bit of drybrushing.
All the chips, scuffs and bullet marks were painted GW chainmail and given a black wash.

| then went over the base with the Tamiya Earth paint I’d tried before on the 1/48 scale bases. It worked well
here. With the base coats done | added some detailing, some rust and some MIG pigments to it all.



Next job was to mount the tank. | mixed up some more grout, laid some in the tanks tracks and where the
bulldozer was going to end up drove the tank into it. Once dry and solidly stuck down | covered the newly laid
grout in the Tamiya earth paint as before and dusted the base and the tank tracks with a random selection of
MIG pigments.

| added a few tufts for variety and mounted the figures.

Goblin and Ork machine-gunner. One ork legging it and the rest returning fire — don’t
rate their chances against a tank!

The whole scene

Finished, finally.



BUILDING THE AIRFIX MODEL T FORD CIRCA 1956 BY LES COOPER

My best friend had always wanted to
buy an original Model T and last year
his wish came true. | knew his birthday
was four months away so | decided to
make a model as a surprise.

1910 MODEL T

A quick look on Ebay and up came the
original Airfix kit so | made a bid and a
week later the kit arrived. Little did |
realize the task | had set myself. After
opening the bag and setting out the
parts you see the challenges ahead.

| spent some time on the internet
looking at lots of different sites with
photos and reference which left me in
no doubt there was going to be some
scatchbuilt projects to undertake.

| started by cleaning up the wheels
with the scalpel and file so all the joint
lines had been eradicated. | then ran
the tip of a scriber around the tyre and
wheel joint so there was a good demarcation between them. The last job was to drill a hole in the rim for the

tyre valve.

The lower body was the
next challenge.
Photographs showed a
raised line around the
wings. | used a set of
dividers to run a grove
around the wings using the
edge of the wing as a
guide. When the groove
was deep enough | glued
small diameter rod into the groove to achieve the required effect. There are also caps at the end of each wing.

| used an empty pill card cutting out the round ends gluing a small section into place and trimming it down
after the glue had dried.

The underneath has no detail other than the two axels so | found some ‘I’ section plastic in the spares that
would be attached down each side of the chassis. An engine sump and gearbox made from plastic card and
high density foam were then added. There is no exhaust in the kit but with a little rod and sprue it was easy to
make a decent look alike.

The last item to tackle on this part was the headlamp fixings. On the kit it is just a peg locating into a hole at
the back of the lamp so these had to be changed. Firstly | cut off the peg and then drilled a hole through .
Using a suitable size round handle from the toolbox a piece of wire was bent around then twisted together to
form a tail. The tail was dipped into PVA several times to build up a thick coating and hide the twisted stem.
After the glue had dried the top section of the ring was cut off to size for the lamps then bent to shape.



I now decided to glue the two top body halves together. As this was such an old plastic | was not sure how well
it would take to modern glue. | used pieces of scrap plastic glued to the unseen areas to bolster up the joints.

This was the put aside for the glue to set completely.

The axels needed attention and | added a join line
down the middle of the rear axel and added tiny
pieces of rod to replicate the bolts. A drain and filler
plug from different diameter rod were dropped into
holes drilled into the casing then trimmed to length.
The casing is hollow so it was filled with foam and
sanded to shape then a hole was drilled for the
scrathbuilt propshaft which was made from several
sizes of rod and a good drawing of the driveshaft
assembly found on the internet The front axel
needed steering arms and bolts to be added to the
springs which all came from rod and small flat plastic
strips .

The main body had a good clean up before the doors were rescribed and holes drilled for the rear door

handles. Two appropriate pieces of plastic card for each
door hinge were then glued into place. There is a
prominent joint line in the drivers footwell which I chose
to cover with a thin section of plastic card with extra
card for the areas around the foot peddles and hand
lever locations. The holes for the horn were to big so a
section of rod was glued in them and then trimmed off.
New holes were then drilled for the replacement horn
assembly which was made with thick wire, a round end
of a plastic cocktail stick and a foam carved trumpet.

The seats needed buttons so | drilled a lot of holes in
rows then glued rod in them, cut them to size and
finished with score marks to look like folds. After several
coats of black auto primer they looked OK.

Images on the net had shown the front bulkhead as

unpainted wood. Using the kit part | cut and trimmed a piece of card to shape to which a small box is added as
a battery cover. A separate template was made for the windscreen. The frame being made from square
section brass bent to shape with the template and then some clear plastic cut to the inner size of the template
for the screen. Four holes need to be drilled in the frame, two for mounting on the bulkhead and two for the

brass strengthening rods on
either side. The joint line of the
frame would be hidden with
some metal tape after gluing
and painting.

The headlamps looked ok in
shape but needed a hood and
The hood
was a piece of card gently bent

mounting points .

into shape with four small
holes drilled in the sides for
vents . The side mounts came
from a section of rod pushed




through a hole drilled through the whole body and then trimmed to length. A small hole was then drilled
underneath the mounting
for the wire holders. The
original mounting point in
the back was filled and
filed flat . The lenses were
made using an old paint
brush handle cut down to
size and a piece of acetate
drape moulded over it and
then trimmed to fit inside
the headlamp housing.

The side lamps had the
top and bottom sections

cut off the kit parts. | found a square section swizzle stick in the spares box which was cut to size and the tops
and bottoms glued in place. The rear lamp just needed a new lens which after painting was done with several
applications of clearfix glue.

Replacement parts were made for the steering
column and the hand lever , the steering wheel just
needed a good clean up and the spokes thinning
down . The foot peddles need to be made and | used
a section of sprue tree filed to shape and a small
piece of plastic glued in the bottom for the arm .
These would be dropped into holes in the footwell
after painting was completed.

The radiator after cleaning just needed the mounting
flanges removed and the gap filled then a smaller
starting handle mounting to replace the kit part . The
starting handle was made from wire using the kit part

as a guide .

ANY COLOUR YOU LIKE AS LONG AS ITS BLACK

| used automotive matt black to spray all the main parts apart from the wheels and bulkhead. After the first
coat was dry any blemishes were dealt with and a second coat applied . | set aside those parts that would have
the brass Alclad finish and applied a coat of gloss black to all the remaning items and left these to dry . A coat
of gloss black was now given to the parts requiring the metal finish , again this was put aside to dry completely
. Moving back to the main body parts a quick check over revealed a few areas that needed attention . These
were cleaned up before another coat of gloss was applied and left to dry for a few days A first coat of Alclad
polished brass was sprayed onto the required items when this was dry a second and third coat was applied .

The bulkhead , wheelrims and spokes were hand painted with Revell tan acrylic and the tyres with bleached
bone from the Games Workshop range .

Final assembly was completed without any major problems .

Did | get it completed in time ? I'm glad to say with a day to spare and my friend proudly placed it on the
Medway Club stand on the Saturday morning of the Southern Expo.






ON THE WORKBENCH. 1/48 AIRFIX SPITFIRE MK.XIl — PART 2. BY PAT CAMP

In Part 1 (February 2012 issue), | described my
attempts to develop techniques for painting aircraft
models and how this one, Airfix’s Spitfire MkXIl [18]
had gone well up until the masking had to be
removed. It left the surface ruined and | had to decide
whether to redo the entire paint job or abandon the
build altogether.

Fool that | am, | decided to redo it. | used much the S“FEHMAMHE SPl_TﬂHE MEkXI _

same technique for pre-shading as described in Part

1, but changed the materials | used for the masking  [18] Airfix Spitfire XII (photo: Britmodeller)
process.

The re-work commenced by a clean-up of the surfaces with Micromesh to feather in the edges of the damaged
paint and provide a key for the next layer. As before, | started with the undersides [19, 20, 21].

[19] Undersides re-sprayed medium sea grey lightened with white enamels. Panel lines preshaded with well-thinned
Xtracrylix dark grey. Notice preshade lines are to one side of the panel lines — aft of transverse lines and inboard of
longitudinal ones (although not always the case — small panels were shaded inside. The preshade was quick to apply by
paint brush and, being acrylic, did not react with the enamel undercoat and dried quickly.

[20] Tamiya RAF Medium Sea Grey applied
— first over the preshaded panel lines to
feather the edges and then over the remaining
areas until I achieved the level of contrast |
wanted.

Again, being acrylic, | was able to put the top
coat down without delay, meaning the result
was much quicker than using my previous
method using enamels and oil paints.




[21] After leaving the paint to dry overnight, the undersides were edged with thin strips of Tamiya masking tape
and then filled in with larger pieces of tape. Latex type masking fluid was applied over the edges of the pieces of
tape to stop them from lifting.

With the undersides painted and masked off, attention turned to the topsides. The Ocean Grey was painted
first [22, 23, 24] and then masked [25] before the dark green was applied [26, 27, 28].

[22] An undercoat for the Ocean Grey
areas was mixed from White Ensign
Models (WEM) US05 5-H Haze Gray
mixed with white enamel and applied by
airbrush to cover over the blemished
surface.

[23] Panel lines edged with thinned Xtracrylix dark grey. Again, the paint was applied along the edge of a panel,
not letting the paint cross over the panel line onto the adjacent panel.



[24] Top coat applied using Tamiya
Ocean Grey lightened with Medium Sea
Grey (I found that adding white made
the Ocean Grey too blue, but the result
with OG+MSG was much better).

[25] Rather than risk using my vintage Blu-Tack once again and repeating the previous disaster, | invested in a new
pack of UHU “Patafix”. Jeez — what a frustrating and stressful process that turned out to be. Patafix has the following
order of stickiness: to itself (an affinity — just one touch and all is melded together), then to your fingers, then anything
else nearby and — least of all by a large margin — the model you are trying to stick it to! Once done, the Ocean Grey
areas were masked with moistened kitchen roll with some Micromask over the top to keep it held in place as it dried
out.

[26] Green areas undercoated Humbrol
322M. This is an “oddball” paint in my
stock, but H152 interior green is also a
close match




[27] Edges of panel lines given a pre-shade of Lifecolor RLM81 dark green acrylic.

[28] Tamiya RAF Dark Green
applied. | was a bit heavy handed
and the colour came out darker
than | intended!




[29] Masking removed without mishap this time
around. | was delighted with the result (apart from
being airbrush “trigger happy” with the dark green).

[30] Some highlighting of the dark green was made
with an oil mix of olive green + violet + zinc white.
The Ocean Grey areas were similarly treated with a
mix of Paynes Grey + raw sienna + zinc white.

Once dried, two coats of Klear were applied using a
broad brush. #6000 grit micromesh was used wet to
polish the surface further before the decals were
applied.

Results so far looked good. However, this was as
good as it got, it was all downhill from here!

[31] Airfix decal sheet. | had lots of
problems applying these, and had to use lots
of Microsol to eliminate silvering.
Unfortunately, the Microsol ate its way
through the Klear & Tamiya paint beneath,
leaving light coloured spots.

Certainly do not use these decals unless you
have a well prepared surface and good decal
solutions!



Following decaling, the model was given a wipe over with a moistened, lint-free cloth to remove residues of
decal solvent and then given a further brushed coat of Klear.

| then did something you should never do. As | wanted to complete the model for a show the following
weekend, | airbrushed the Testor’s Dullcoat under “less than ideal” conditions in my garage. The weather was
cold and grey outside and the garage was too dark to be able to see properly. And it was very cold (-18°C some
mornings) and my jar or water for cleaning the airbrush had a 10mm layer of ice on it (it was ice-free the day
before when | used it!). So, no big surprise that the matt finish was really poor: applied too heavily and with
chalky white splodges which obliterated much of the highlighting and shading effort that was made (hence no
close-up photos of the completed model).

Still, 1 think I’'m getting closer to my objective. I've now started Tamiya’s amazing 1/32™ Spitfire IXc and we’ll
see how that goes!

[32] Photos of the completed model. I’ll write some notes about how the base was made for next month’s
Romsey Modeller.



ROMSEY CLUBS IN THE ROMSEY ADVERTISER

Richard Stewart supplied the following article which came from this week’s Romsey Advertiser

LAVLIIGUULL ALU AWALTHEID SLaUs WIVUP HEIIDED DUBLH UHEVE SHIU numsey more sustammapnie 1or the
from a variety of environmental- they wanted to do something to ture.

themed issues such as solar panels,  attract a wider range of people to For more information and to see
allotments, country market and their cause. all the events log on to

water conservation. “They are quite diverse things, = transitiontownromsey.org.uk.

CUBS from the 10th Romsey Sioux Cub Pack recently took on the challenge of buil Airfix
model Spitfires, an iconic plane with many historic links to the Southampton area. model-
building event was spread over two weeks, with members of Romsey Modellers, parents and Cub
leaders on hand. The Cubs had a fun and educational experience, with special thanks to Airfix and
Romsey Modellers for sponsoring this event g

P-38 LIGHTENING VIDEO FROM CARLETON THURSTON

Tony, this is a 27+ minute video on the P-38 Lightning. It has some stunning aerial footage plus some great
cockpit detail stuff. If you or any of the club members have a P-38 model in mind to make this is the best.

For those interested, that's Jeff Ethel as pilot. He was the author of several books of aviation related WWII
color photography. He was killed just a few years ago, landing a P-38.Hal Sr

P-38.Lightning.mov - YouTube

MORE FROM CARLETON

| have been using the GORILLA brand of super-glue for quite a while and | consider it to be the best available
bar none. It is very strong, gives a short space of time to move things around, and you need very little to get
the job done. It is the only one that | will use from now on. | have been using it on my SOYAs, KAIWO MARU,
and now on my CHARLES W. MORGAN. | am doing a build thread on the CWM on the airfixtributeforum ( look
in DEMO_BUILD in the ON THE WORKBENCH section),. | have bought all sorts of extra block and tackle,
cordage, etc. to detail it. | plan to do it as my summer project.



FROM THE ARCHIVE:. 1/72 AVRO LANCASTER BMKIIl “DAMBUSTERS” BY TONY ADAMS

This month | have picked out two articles | wrote in Octo 2008 and May 2009 about the build of a Hasegawa
Dambuster Lancaster. The build suffered from a number of problems cumulating in the paint literally falling off
the model which resulted in it being put aside and consigned to the loft for a good 3 years. | have recently
restarted it, with the intention of completing it for May’s Hasegawa competition. The resumption of the build
has not been without difficultly ( I’'m surprised the bloody thing isn’t in the bin) but I’'m determined to carry on
and reach the finish line. | will document the new stuff next month but for now here is a recap on the story so

far.

| expect everybody reading this will know something about operation Chastise - the attack on the Ruhr dams
by 617 squadron. | have in the process of researching this model found out a lot more of the operation that is
was glossed over in the film. | can particularly recommend Dambusters by John Sweetham |,
www.dambusters.co.uk and www.thedambusters.org.uk.

e

AJ-N over the Eder The aftermath

The aircraft | am going to model is AJ-N “Nut” flow by Pilot Officer Leslie Gordon Knight (RAAF) which was the
final aircraft in the first wave of attacks and scored the hit on the Eder dam which destroyed it. (it'll make a
change from AJ-G “George” Guy Gibson’s aircraft). For this feat three of the crew received medals. They of
course where the “lucky” ones 8 of the 19 planes involved in the raid didn’t return.

In addition to the Eduard “Big Ed” photo etch set which | got for a song on EBay, | have purchased a few extra
odds and ends, by the time | finished saving £20 on the etch set the build is going to cost me a packet!

Initial Impressions: The mouldings are not quite up to modern standards (I’ve been spoilt by too many Eduard
and Tamiya kits lately). There is some nasty sink marks on the fuselage sides which will need filling, some nasty
looking ejection marks are present on the inside of the cockpit and in the wheel wells, hopefully most of these
will be covered by photo etch. There is some raised riveting on the wings which | will have to be careful not to
damage. The transparency parts are nice and thin which is good seeing how much detail | plan to chuck inside.
The Eduard photo etch and resin engine set by CMK are very impressive, this will be the first time | have played
with resin, what wonders await?
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And a wizard Merlin

Right on with the build... starting with the cockpit and a razor saw. The first thing to be attacked was the
navigators / wireless table for which the unattractive blocks representing the radio equipment and the crew
seats where cut off. A new etch table surface an partition between Radio operator and navigator where stuck
onto what was left of the original part [3]. This was painted Tamiya X-71 Cockpit Green with a quick wash of X-
71 with a little added white to make the surface look used. Etch crew seats replaced the L shaped blocks of the

[1] Cockpit as Hasegawa intended  [2] Time for a saw [3] Radio operator / navigator
bulkhead

orginal.

A similar exercise was performed on the pilot’s platform which was supplemented by some nice looking folded
storage boxes [4]. Etch was available to cover the cockpit floor which was fortunate as the sink marks in this
piece where huge. This was painted and the dry brushed with silver to represent wear [5]. The pilot seat was
supplemented with a new armoured head screen and arm rest. The orange circle (which | have seen in several
photos) was hand painted [6].

[4] Pilots floor [5] Cockpit floor [6] New pilots seat

Meanwhile | filled some of the cockpit wall sink marks with squadron filler, it took a number of repeated
attempts to get this right, | always seem to struggle with filling. With the cockpit sides prepared | added some
etch detail , comprising of a number of wall panels and hand rails. | added the co pilots seat in the down
position (This is a fold away seat that was only used when carrying a “second dicky”. Generally newly qualified
pilots used this seat when flying their first operational mission with an experienced crew. The cockpit sides
were painted green and given a wash of promodelers to make them look suitably grubby [7].

Once this was done it was time to start adding detail from the painted etch fret, this comprised of flight
engineers and bomb aimers panel to the starboard side, and additional panels for the navigator to the port
side.



The wireless and Gee set were made up, through a sandwich of printed parts , | used a small piece of plastic
card to represent the radio tuning panel, flooding it with Klear to give it a glass covered look.. Unfortunately

I’'m sure you wont be able to see these works of art when the model is complete [9].

[7] Co pilots seat [8] Bomb Aimers panels [9] Wireless operators kit

| was looking forward to making up the pilot instrument panel which didn’t disappoint, it looks stunning. Once
again a little Klear was added to represent instrument glass. | did attempt to add the infeasibly small engine

throttle leavers, giving up after the fourth one hit the floor, somehow | don’t think the kit will be much poorer
for their absence. | did manage to get the rudder pedals in place

[7]Pilots Instruments [8] Flight Engineer panels [9] Wireless operators kit
PR e eSS " PG,

With the addition of seat belts the interior is just about complete,
the one thing left to do is to create a map showing the route to the
dams to put on the navigators table. | intend to do this by creating a
decal (thank you Brian Boot) , | will let you know if this goes OK next
month.

Map (actual size right)

Is this really necessary in 1/72™
scale?




WINDOWS OR NO WINDOWS

In researching the Lancaster | had found a source that stated that most MklIl had the windows in the fuselage
removed and consequently one of my first operations was to fill the window openings, painting over the inner
surface and filling the outer surface with Mr Surfacer on top of the clear plastic inserts. It wasn’t until | was
about to close the fuselage that | found a photo of the aircraft | was modelling taken just before the raid and

the windows were clearly visible — Ahhhhh.[10]

This fact floored me, so | put the model away to have a good
think on what to do next... Time passed which | filled with work
on the web site and my Airfix competition entry (RMS Queen
Mary Il see April’s magazine). At the end of last month | finally

picked the kit up again.

The first task was to fix the windows; this was achieved by
removing the filler with a sanding stick followed by a good work
out with a polishing stick. | used a cocktail stick to scrape off the
paint on the inner surface. The result was just acceptable , |
don’t suppose anybody took the time to clean the windows so

the resultant “frosty “ look is probably realistic.

[10]

COMPLETING THE CREW SPACE

The final job before | closed the fuselage was to create a decal for the map which was to sit on the chart table.

| scaled the map down (left) and
then printed it on normal paper. |

then cut out a piece of decal sheet
and taped it over the image and then
reinserted the paper and printed again, thus
saving the maximum amount of decal sheet.
However | was puzzled that the image wasn’t
clear and after a few minutes disappeared into
a number of dots. | took a look at the decal
paper and found it was for laser printers-
“sugar”. | had also had a sheet of transparent
inkjet decal paper and not wanting to wait ; |
used that, fixing the decal on a piece of thin
white plasticard to provide the white base.
This gave a reasonable result. [12]

(12]

With all the interior completed | proceeded to dry fit the fuselage halves. This produced further puzzlement as

| ended up with a huge gap [13]. | spent considerable time filling down the cockpit floor and then the
dashboard but it still wouldn’t fit! After several hours | finally found that the problem was with the bottom of
the dashboard not locating with the cockpit floor, a quick push with a pair of tweezers and the fit became

perfect.



[13] ' [14]

A quick lick of plastic weld with reinforcement from masking tape and the fuselage was soon joined ( this
would be the last time | would see all that beautiful detail... sob.) The seam lines were soon cleaned up with
Mr Surfacer and a fine sanding stick it was then onto the wings.

HACKING THE WINGS TO BITS

I had brought a resin control surface kit containing ailerons, elevators and rudders [15]. The first job was to
clean this up. This was the first time | had used resin parts and | was a little daunted by cutting the parts from
the formers. So plastic saw in hand | attacked the resin. | was surprised how easy it was, the resin was softer
than | expected and it wasn’t too much effort to cut away the former and clean up the parts. It was now time
to hack at the kit parts, ailerons first. With a scalpel | lightly cut along the aileron panel lines of the port wing
[16], after three or four passes the part came away. | then offered up the resin part and found it was 0.5 mm
to small leaving a gap (b******) this was something | would have to deal with later. | cut the upper wing
surface, now to the correct size and the continued with the starboard wing.
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[17] ' [18]
The flaps were then cut from the bottom surface of both wings. | now had to thin the remaining plastic in the
wing to accommodate an insert on which to mount the new ailerons, which I did with a scalpel [17]. The upper



flap resin pieces were then glued to the wing and then the top and bottom wing surfaces glued together. |
created a small insert from plasticard to fill the gap mentioned earlier in the port aileron.

ENGINE NACELLES

| then started to construct the engine nacelles, the first job was to remove a particularly nasty injection point
in the radiator bulkhead followed by the addition of a new photo etch radiator. The small outlet behind the

outlet was drilled out [19] before the outer engine nacelles were assembled [20]. A small amount of filler was
required to fill some gaps.

[19] [20]

The inner nacelles had to be subjected to further cutting to allow the wing flaps to be in the lowered position,
in addition the port engine need more radical work as this engine was going to accommodate my resin Merlin
with all the covers off. [21]. The complete forward section of the nacelle was disposed of f'rwd of the engine
bulkhead. Before these nacelles were constructed the wheel wells were painted semi gloss black and the

visible oil tank red. Etch parts were then added to spice up the wheel wells and then the completed nacelles
glued to the wings.[22]

[21] [22]

That’s your lot for this month, | have much more to tell and it does become a tale of woe , but your have to
wait until next month for the next instalment.

This is where the original write up finished. Next month | will cover what went wrong that resulted in the model
being put aside for so long and the progress | have made after | picked it up again.



CLUB DIARY

April 18" Club Night April 14" Poole Vikings Show
May 16" Hasagawa Competition May 20" Hendon Show
i June 2™ Newmod 2012 (IPMS Newbury Show)
June 20 Club Night th )
June 9 Salisbury Show, Hendon
July 18" American Competition
August 15™ Club Night

September 1* | Build a Model in a Day 2012

September 19" Club Night d
September 22" Farnborough Show

October 17™ Club Night October 27" Yeovilton Autumn Show

November 10th/ Scale ModelWord 2012

November 21° Annual Competition th
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December 19" Xmas Night

Next Meeting: Wednesday April 18" (8pm to 10pm)
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Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication

Pat Camp Russell Eden

Nigel Robins Carleton Thurston
Richard Stewart Tony Adams

Les Cooper

CONTACT INFO

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk email info@romseymodellers.co.uk

Club Secretary Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153
Magazine Editor Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664 email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk
Treasurer Steve Edwards

Competition Secretary Sean Summers




