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AUGUST 2012

THIS MONTH

Judging by the number of articles covering trips to shows and museums this month, summer must be here
(although no doubt we have already had the best of the weather ). Modelling however, seems to be on the
back burner what with holidays and the brilliant performance of TeamGB at the Olympics, it’s certainly been
quiet as far as I’'m concerned , it almost makes me yearn for winter!

Still there is plenty to awaken you out of a summer modelling hibernation in this months’ Romsey Modeller.

We have the completion of Gray’s Phantom build and a report on its ultimate triumph in the American
competition. | report on the excellent figure painting workshop, the Solent Sky Museum show and the
aftermath of a “slight” misfortune that be felled some of my models. Russell continues his Badillac build , Nigel
and Brian on the War and Peace show and Tankfest respectively. Paul makes a welcome return to these pages
covering his visit to the new Titanic museum in Southampton while Will covers the new aviation museum In
Bournemouth. Phew finial Richard continues documenting his USS Nimitz air wing.

Tony

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 3" Wednesday of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we often run
workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also attend most
of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS

BUILD A MODEL IN A DAY 2012

On Sunday 2nd September we will
be holding our fourth build a
model in a day event. at Ampfield
Village Hall . | hope that as many
members as possible will come
along for what in previous years
has been a very enjoyable ( if
stressful) event.

Last year saw Malcolm Grant
winning with his 1/72 Sherman
(left).

We ask an entry fee of £3 to cover
the cost of the hall and trophies
for the competition. As usual you
are welcome to build any model on the day; the only rule is that to enter it in the competition it must be un-
started at the beginning of the day 9 (including .bases or other display materials!).

)/

We will start at 9am and aim to start the judging at
4:30pm.




FIGURE PAINTING WORKSHOP BY TONY ADAMS

On Sunday 29" July Romsey Modellers were treated
to an excellent workshop on figure painting by the
guys from The Basement. Eleven club members took
up this great opportunity and participated in what
turned out to be an excellent day.

The guys brought along some brilliant figures ( photos
at the end of this article). The quality and the depth of
knowledge in figure painting that was demonstrated
during the workshop was inspiring (I purchased 4
figures!). We wish to extend a big thank you to the

everybody involved, particularly in taking the time to
come to us from as far a field as Cardiff — for free was so appreciated.

We also raised over £130 for Pat’s designated charity The Marie Curie Cancer Trust in donations from
participants.

IMY NOTES!

During the day | wrote notes to try and remember some to the very useful points and tips that came up, |
reproduce them here — hopefully they make some sense!

‘THEBASEMENT

All the demonstrators were members of The Basement a UK web forum set up to promote figure modelling,
the forum can be found at http://www.tbforum.co.uk/.

The Basement also organises Figureworld see http://www.tbfigureworld.co.uk/

KEVIN PEART (NAP ON THE BASEMENT) - FIGURE PAINTING IN ACRYLICS

First up was Kevin Peart to introduce us to figure
painting in acrylics

e  Paints : Recommended paints —
Warhammer , Games Workshop, Reaper (
can get them from the US), Vallegeo,
Andrea. Artisan acrylics

e Water soluble oils by Windsor Newton
can be blended with acrylics

e  Windsor Newton blending medium

extends drying time and makes paint

workable for over an hour

Vallego also sells drying retarders.

A wet pallet ( by Mastersons available in art shops) keeps paint wet for several days if required

Brushes — Rosemary & co - use 01, 02 for basecoat.

First wash the figure in detergent to remove any resin release agents, remove any seam lines

First apply a primer in 3 — 4 very thin coats — Tamiya grey surface primer or Games Workshop chaos

black

e Add distilled water to thin paint to a pallet cup and some blending fluid in another cup

o Dilution is key — get it to the consistency of semi skimmed milk, dilute less for highlights more for
shadows

e  Kevin uses a head mounted 2.5X magpnifier

e Touch paint on paper towel to prevent paint pooling




Apply base coat using a mid tone colour for the principal parts of the figure — face , hands, hair,
clothing etc

Paint eyes after basecoat , basic skin tine NOT white, make iris from dark colour ( not black) , a “catch
light “ in skin tone added, keep in same place for both eyes.

Add highlights using the same base mix but as a wash ( very diluted), lightened to nose , cheek bones,
forehead etc

Add lowlights using a darker mix — eye sockets , around hairline , under chin

Don’t varnish ( unless needed ) as paint should give a natural skin tone

JAMES

EVANS (JIMBO ON THE BASEMENT) — PAINTING IN OILS

Drying times for oils can be reduced by using a heat box — basically a tungsten light bulb in a box, this
can reduce drying to between 4 hours and
40 mins. Only dry paint when blending is
complete.

Paint clothing first then flesh

Basecoat — Humbrol spray grey

Flesh = Flesh + titanium white + mars brown
+ yellow ochre

Add a thin base coat — “grease layer”

Paint from the inside ( deep parts) out
Lowlights use brunt umber straight from the
tube ( very little needed —don’t overdo it ),
blend with the base coat.

Highlight with white using the same
technique

ROB LANE (ELANLANE ON THE BASEMENT) — SCULPTING

Uses several different type of sculpting material
0 Milliput — cheap and readily available — this is
an expoxy putty , mix and leave 15 mins to
cure, leave 1 day before sanding and use
gloves!

0 Magic Sculpt -is finer
0 Green Stuff — smooth with white sprit
O Procreate
0 Sculptey — firm polymer like Plasicine — oven
cured
Tools

0 Very few - Scalpel, probe, pins, clay paint pushers , brushes
Start with a solid ball (plug) of putty on a wire
Secure with Vaseline!
Add putty over top, ball bearing for eyes
Need good references
Once figure is complete sent off to moulder — rarely gets them back 9in once
piece
Resin moulds only last 20 figures — it’s not surprising they are expensive due
to low runs
Scale always an issue re Tamiya midget 1/48 scale figures

MARTIN DOREY (MDP) (WAR GRIFFON ON THE BASEMENT) — WASHES AND PIGMENTS

Apologies | didn’t take many notes — | was too busy looking at
the great effects the products were creating.

Model mate washes —
0 Varnish first




0 Mud brown wash produces realistic effects on bases

O Rust wash —add more to get rust cracking effects
e Artist quality pigments can add to linseed oil to create an oil paint
e Add to white sprit for a wash

PHOTOS
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Steve and | represented the club at the ATC show held at The Solent Sky museum. The ATC currently occupy a
number of rooms in the building that also accommodates the museum, they are about to relocate to the TA
HQ in Millbrook and organised the show to raise some cash for the move.

Steve and | arrived the night before to set up the table, this was a good move as it took us a good two hours
once we had moved tables etc from our original location, to a room containing models made by ATC members
and leaders. Due to my loft disaster ( see later in the magazine ) | had a number of models | hadn’t displayed
for a while as we had a good 18ft of table space to fill. Steve brought plenty of armour while we also had some
of Sean’s aircraft and armour. By the time the table was set up we had quite a good display.

Once set up and drunk the beer very kindly provided for use we had a chance to look at some of the ATC
exhibits. We were very impressed by some of Paul Terry’s work ( show organiser and ATC leader ) along with
some of the work of the cadets. We had a good discussion with the guys and hopefully we can help them with
their modelling in the future.

Steve and | arrived for the show early Saturday morning to be greeted with a bacon sarnie. Unfortunately we
had very little to do for the rest of the day ( apart from eat burgers and hotdogs ) as the foot fall was quite
disappointing. Upstairs was a model train exhibition, we spent most of our time talking to the exhibitors.



In the afternoon Steve and | visited the Museum, the highlight of which was us squeezing into a Harrier cockpit
and realising just how little room there is in a typical fighter. As we virtually had the museum to ourselves we
had plenty of time trying to identify the flight controls. We also mode a visit to the Short Sandringham cockpit (
converted Sunderland MkIV) which was a marked contrast to the Harrier in terms of complexity.

By 4:30 the last visitor had left and we packed up. Although the show was far from busy the ATC were
reasonably pleased with the amount they raised. | personally thoroughly enjoyed the day, and hope that some
of the ATC lads continue with the hobby.




TANKFEST 2012 BY BRIAN SAMPSON

We nearly didn’t get there this year due to the inclement weather we have been having, we cancelled
Saturday because of this.

Saturday night e-mails are buzzing and we commit to go, | get the message to call Tony but regrettably on
returning home finds he has a water leak, so Sunday is off for him.

It's too late to make other arrangement with those that are going so I'm off on my own with luck we should
meet there!

Ok so that didn’t work so | take a few pictures for those club members who are tank builders.

First up is a Sherman Firefly standard O/D but note the very dusty overall effect.

Next is a “big American tank” an M-60 | believe, too late for battle but an interesting colour scheme.

A recently restored Stuart tank hence the plain colour again for the modeller note where the mud sticks.

Last but not least two well-kept vehicles, a Dodge ambulance and a Kublewagen.l am sure someone else will
some more input on this day out they even may have pictures of the Andrew Sisters look a likes in the beer
tent.

Was it worth going, yes although I’'m not a tank person and | wouldn’t rush to go back to soon | would
recommend a trip down to the museum to any one even if you're not a model maker?

P.S. Due to gremlins in the system this article failed to make the last issue and at one point | thought that my
original text had also gone, and although | said | wouldn’t rush back | may be tempted if just to get some girlie
pic’s next year.



KUBLEWAGEN




AMERICAN COMPETITION

July’s meeting saw us hold the biannual American competition. We
had a large number of top quality entries. Graham Sharpling ran away
with the prize winning his first club competition with his first complete
model since he has restarted the hobby. (see the build article later in
this magazine).

Second was Brian’s 1/72 Airfix Devastator , third Malcolm’s M60 while
Dave picked up a highly commended for his USS Enterprise.

Entry | Entrant Model 1% (3pts) 2" (2pts) 3 (1pt) Total pts Placing
1 Grey Sharpling Phantom FGR 1 iiiiiiiii iiii i 36 1st
2 Brian Sampson Devastator iii i ii 13 2nd
3 Dave Henwood Lav-150 i i i 6
Commando

4 D Harry 44 Magnam i 2

5 Malcolm Grant M60 in ii i ii 10 3rd
Germany

6 Richard Stewart F14 Gaggle i ii 4

7 Simon de | Scout i i 4

Montfalcon

8 Will Booth P47 i 1

9 Sean Summers P40 i ii i 8

10 Dave O Mera F14 i 1

11 Tony Adams F4U-1D Corsair iii ii 8

12 Dave O Mera USS Enterprise ii i i 9 4th

13 Dave O Mera F-15 0

14 Dave Henwood Nieuport 17 i iii 9

15 Steve Hall RF-101 Voodoo 0

16 Sean Summers Light tank ii iii 7

17 Steve Edwards Duck i i iii 8

Gray Sharpling receives the American Trophy from competition secretary Sean Summers




|AMERICAN COMPETITION PHOTOS




HASEGAWA 1/48 ROYAL NAVY PHANTOM FGR1 — PART 5 BY GRAY SHARPLING

Well, for those of you who weren’t at the July club meeting, yes | did eventually finish this blighter! To
continue from the previous part in last month’s club magazine, | submitted that article as close to the deadline
as | could, and still then, the Friday before the club meeting, it was still incomplete as you will have seen. |
worked most of Saturday, and eventually decided that if this was to be done for the club night and the
American Trophy competition, then | needed to take some time off work! It was that close to the wire. In fact,
when | showed up at the club on Wednesday, | wasn’t sure if certain areas were dry yet...

Wheel-wells looking good after the dark wash

WASHING

With the main block-colours done, it was on to weathering and decaling. A wash of Pro-Modellers (now
“Flory Models”) black wash, and the underside was looking really good. | was especially pleased with the
wheel wells. Already enhanced by quite a lot of etch, these looked very realistic to my eyes — grimy and used,
but still serviceable.

The wash for the top-side was less successful however. Maybe | got a bad batch, but the wash seemed to be
almost too liquid? | could see the pigment grains floating on the surface of the water-based wash, and not
sinking into the panels lines? With some perseverance | got it to where | could put up with it, but | was not
100% happy. | could live with the result though, as the dark-grey colour meant that the result was always
going to be subtle. This would just be very subtle.

Then came the decals. Boy were there a lot of decals. Personally, although the model was looking good to
my eyes already, the adding of the markings really brought the kit to life. It’s like a complete transformation
that always encourages me. Suddenly the end of this epic journey was in sight; maybe a long way off, but in
sight. However, it still took me more than a whole day to apply all the many, many decals (they were called
“transfers” back in my day — who changed the words?). | lost count of how may “No Step”, “No Push”, and
other tiny warning signs there are plastered all over this thing. The end result was worth it, as suddenly it
looked like a real aircraft and not a toy.

CANOPY

With the main fuselage done, it was on to the cockpit. | carefully removed my tacked-in-place canopys and
installed the ejection seats, which had been sitting on the side patiently waiting for their day to shine. Then |
had a slight dilemma. There was a set of decals to give the yellow dotted line around the canopy covers. |
knew there was still a final satin-coat of varnish to seal the kit yet to come, so what sequence to do things in?
The carrier film on the decals was wider than the line, and would “flow” onto the clear section of canopy, and
when to remove the masking? Eventually | settled on placing the decals before | removed the masking. Then,
once set, | could cut along the edge of the masking with a new sharp blade, and slice off the surplus carrier film



as | removed the masking. This done, the canopys were just placed back on with no glue whatsoever ready for

the final satin-coat.

Decalling done and underwing stores in place Blue-tint on windshield

Once the final clear-coat was dry, the Eduard masks were peeled off to reveal the clear beneath. Superglue
on the hinge-joints, and Formula 560 on the canopy-lifting-jacks, held everything in place with the canopys
open to show off the cockpit. One final thing remained — the blue tint on the main windshield. Using the
Eduard pre-cut masks proved a boon here. | had kept the “negative” from which the masks were cut from, and
so had a perfect “hole” the exact correct size and shape where the mask had come from. A little extra masking
around the sides to protect from over-spray, and some thinned Tamiya X-23 Clear Blue went through the
airbrush to give the windshield a nice tint, but still transparent.

FINISHING

| was feeling pleased with myself by now. Underwing stores were glued in place once the last few etch
placards and signs were added to the wheel wells and air-brakes just gave that added level of authenticity.
Only then did | notice that the sparrow missiles that sit in four recesses on the underside, had no exhausts.
The tail-end of them all was just a flat piece of plastic. So out came a 2mm drill and my pin-vice, and | drilled
out all the rocket exhausts before painting and installing the missiles.

I knew | needed some sort of base to display this on.
This was Wednesday afternoon, with the club
meeting that night. So | came up with a quick-and-
dirty solution. Whilst the canopy tint and underwing
stores all dried and set, | popped off to Denelm Mill
and got a cheap clip-frame, and then some wet-dry
paper from Halfords. The wet-dry had a nice texture
to look like tarmac(!), and a quick spray of some
random runway markings gave it a bit of life.

And suddenly it was done! B
Wet-dry paper simulates tarmac,
and some stripes add vague realism

It had been a long journey, and was far more ambitious that | had originally intended, pushing my still-
developing skills to the absolute limit. However, my friend in the States had gone to so much trouble and
effort to source this kit for me (and it’s RAF sibling, still sitting in the stash), that | felt | needed to do it justice.
One thing is for sure — my next kit or two will be a rather less ambitious. | need something simpler as a change
of pace.



ROYAL NAVY




BADILLAC PART 2 BY RUSSELL EDEN

CHASSIS

With the body prepped it was onto the chassis. As | said before there is no donor car for this body so | was
going scratch build one.

Step 1 — scavenge some nylon — | found a piece 17mm by 14mm and cut it 200mm long. This will be the
backbone of the chassis.

Step 2 - | marked out where | wanted the wheels to be on the body and measured the distance between them
giving a 134mm wheelbase.

Step 3 — Starting 24mm in and 4mm up | drilled and tapped two M3 holes through the nylon to mount the
wheels. | was originally going to use some M3 hex stand-offs but these were fractionally too long so | am now
using M3 studding. This will give me plenty of adjustment but means | will have to measure accurately to get
the wheels in line. The wheels were also drilled and tapped to M3 — easy when you have a mini milling
machine at work!

Step 4 — Ride height — With the wheels on | started gluing small 2mm thick blocks of plastic to the nylon to a
height of 10mm at the front and 8mm at the back. This gives me the ride height | wanted — | don’t like my sleds
too low and this is perfect for me. | then glued some more of the plastic blocks to the inside of the body to
align the chassis in the centre.

Step 5 — Exhausts — | had some spare metal R35
GTR exhaust tips lying around so glued tem to some
metal pipe — | was going to solder them but the tips
look like they’re stainless steel so soldering didn’t
work. It did work on the bits of wire | soldered the
pipes to. These can be bend to fit into the holes |
drilled in the nylon chassis. This gives a nice flexible
mounting system.

With the chassis done it was sprayed black and the
disk black primed and painted.




GRILL

Grill next — mmmm — choices, choices. The front of the car does look a bit like a rather large catfish... Or is that
just me? It needed something to set it off.

A while ago | bought a set of custom grills from eBay. My favourites were — one from a 1960 Oldsmobile
These were 69cents when released which shows their with separate spot lights, a 1960 Mercury grill as per
age — it’s a full set of grills and bumpers from old the white car and one from my old Mercury kit.
American cars

Along with several grills left over from my Mercury kit
I now had lots of choice....

The choice will be made once she’s painted....

That’ll be next..
SEA CITY MUSEUM VISIT APRIL 26'™ 2012 BY PAUL ADAMS

The museum opened in time for the 100" Anniversary of
the sinking of RMS Titanic, and the lead up to the opening
was much anticipated for me. The deal was sweetened
when through the letter box fell a free pass for
Southampton residents visiting during term time, saving
about £16 on entry fees! Job’s a good’un!!

My partner Lynne and | went along a few weeks after
opening, which from all reports, was sold out in the first
week. With the hype dying down, we made our way into

what was still a busy museum. Built within the walls of
the old Magistrate courts and Central Police Station, and attached to the Civic Centre complex, the Museum
looks amazing. The court building has been extended to
include an area for roving exhibitions, more of which later.

You are greeted at a nicely planned reception area, where
your free pass is exchanged for visitor tickets. Your options are
to go to the first floor and begin what is the real reason for the
visit, or wander down to the café, visitors shop and further
through to more Titanic exhibits.

The first thing to note is the sign that say’s, no photography.
Your intrepid reporter of course ignored this and shot using no




flash so as to avoid suspicion, which isn’t easy, given the size of my DSLR! So the images you’ll see here have
been taken at enormous risk the photographer.....nothing is too much for this magazine! Southampton’s
Titanic story begins on the first floor and tells the human side of the story, where the emphasis is on the ship’s
crew, many of which lived in the Southampton area. Specific characters are highlighted with plenty of
background information to really tell the story of these ordinary, but ultimately extraordinary men and
women. There is an impressive list of the entire crew on the wall in this area.

Curiously, part way through this section is a props area where gt v
children can dress in period clothing....and where parents are 7
encouraged to take their photograph!! Some much for the
ban then!

You move through into a larger area which offers further
insight into the ships crew along with various artefacts
belonging to prominent crew and passengers and a 1/25™
profile look at the ship’s layout which helps explain where

various functions of the ship where located. The Disaster
Room offers the opportunity to rest while listening to audio recordings of passengers and crew done some
years after the tragedy. Very sobering.

Two views within the exhibit; a 1/25"’ Titanic layout helps locate areas of interest and a floor map does the
same for crew living in Southampton.

Another room, and a superb map of Southampton as part of the floor, helps locate crew that lived in the area,
and further chance to listen to archive recordings and glance through digital versions of newspapers from the
time.

There’s fun to be had too....a bit of a games room so you can have a go at
Morse code, steer Titanic down Southampton’s water and have a go a
stoking the boilers...great fun, you have just have to fight the kids off first
though! In this area there are a number of items taken from RMS Olympic
before she was scrapped in 1936, many of which were identical to Titanic’s.
Seen here on the right is part of Olympics’ staircase.

The main court room in the old building has been left just as it was, but
now it takes on a whole new meaning with the room now set up as the
London based British inquest takes place — using audio excerpts from the
testimonies of many crew and passengers, via a large video screen, using
the actual transcripts from the event....you’ll need to allow plenty of time
for this part as it's a lengthy affair, however there is plenty of seating
available for a rest while you listen. Within the room there are many more

items of interest to view, though the dim lighting made it hard to read



some of the older newspapers. Outside the courtroom is another board indicating those poor souls that lost
their lives.

The Titanic exhibit concludes in the new section of the building, Titanic the Legend, a chance to explore the
long term affects of the tragedy on ship building, myths and conspiracies (have you heard the one that says the
ship that actually sunk was a rebadged Olympic?!!) research and under water salvaging, movies, the media’s
portrayal and exploitation of the liner and merchandising. This part of the exhibition is due to leave the hall by
August to be replaced with something new, though it’s not clear that this will be Titanic related... it’s a good

size for a small model show though!

Two views of the ‘Titanic the Legend’ exhibit.

On the first floor is another section entitled, ‘Gateway to the World’ and it’s here that you will finally find some
models to look at. The room explores Southampton’s part in operating as a port and its impact on world trade
and travel over the last few hundred years. It makes for fascinating reading, though again allow plenty of time.
In the rearmost section are some models, most notably a builders model of the Queen Mary. Builder’s models
are commissioned by the ship builders themselves and are always in % scale, so its 1/48™1 Suffice it to say it's
huge and very well detail too. | can’t imagine the size of the box it came in!!

There are other small scale models too, and
exhibition of various trade ships and ocean
liners in 700" and 1200™ scale which appear
to have been built by one man, it’s quite
some collection of what are mainly
scratchbuilt models. As a footnote, there is a
model of Titanic in the museum, one a
1/250th build from the Hatchete magazine
release from a few years ago.

In the Store you can get the usual gifts and
merchandise and refresh yourself in the
Galley. Amongst many value items | picked

up a nice 16x20 Titanic print for just £9.95.

The Sea City Museum is a great way to spend an afternoon out, whether you are keen on learning more about
local history, the Titanic or just looking for somewhere new to visit. In all, a very enjoyable and worthwhile
visit.



WALTER MITTY AT THE BOURNEMOUTH AIR MUSEUM BY WiLL BOOTH

Back in May, | had to go to a meeting in Bournemouth on my day off.
Luckily business was over quickly so as I'd heard about the Bournemouth
Air Museum it seemed an ideal opportunity - the sun was glorious. The
museum is easily spotted by a Vulcan cockpit looming over a hedge on the
opposite side of the main road past the runway. Follow the signs to Alice in
Wonderland as they share the car park.

The museum consists of a collection of portakabins housing the shop, a
refreshment area and some smaller exhibits including some beautiful
scratchbuilt models dating from the 40s and 50s. Outside are a selection of
postwar aircraft, though only a Harvard from WW2. Some of the planes
, you can sit in the cockpit, pressing "fire" buttons on the control stick and
generally act about ten-years old!

A number of old jet engines and some ex-Luftwaffe wreck motors are on display outside, | guess they hope to
have a better facility one day, but in the meantime you can research some heavy weathering!

Hunter Lightening Cockpit

There are also some cockpits set up on their own. Obviously ergonomics were unknown to English Electric -
when you finally struggle into the Lightning cockpit (in T-shirt and shorts, let alone boots, g-suit and bone-
dome) you can see bugger all in front of you for the thick canopy frame and a massive radar scope shade -
thought provoking no-doubt at Mach 2. Still that's quite easy and comfortable compared to the Canberra,
especially the Nav's position. Needless to say the Hunter was the most comfortable, perhaps that's part of its
high reputation.

Meteor epi Prop//er




| really enjoyed the visit and £5 was good value for the fun of playing with big-boys toys. | seemed to be the

only customer as it was a Friday, but there were a number of friendly volunteers around and it was all very

jolly, they were keen for me to try everything out. You can see more details of the Museum and its exhibits at

http://www.aviation-museum.co.uk/ Not a museum for a rainy day as it is mostly outside and | don't know

whether the cockpits would be open

in poor weather, but otherwise highly recommended.

Canberra Cockpit

View from the Lightening

CAN WE (RE)BUILD IT — YES WE CAN BY TONY ADAMS

Bugger, Bugger, Bugger ...

| suffered a major modelling calamity as | was getting
my models out of my loft ready for the Solent Sky show.
| had stacked two boxes near the loft hatch and as |
turned away to get a further box , | heard a bang as one
of the boxes disappeared through the opening and
falling 10ft onto the floor below. The box that fell
contained most of my best work of last year, my 1/72
Tornado , 1/48 Sea Vixen and 1/32 Tamiya Spitfire. It
took a few minutes for me to stop swearing and calm
down enough to survey the damage.

It was obvious that the two bigger models had suffered
major damage, the Sea Vixen had lost its wings while
the Spitfire had almost split in two , | had real doubts
that they would be repairable.



The first job (after mopping up the
tears) was to crawl over the carpet
picking up every one of the dozens of
displaced pieces., before encamping to
my modelling bench. There was a
temptation to start sticking things back
on immediately which was resisted, |
would have to treat the reconstruction
like any other project and take some
time over it.

-

Repair station at the ready

TORNADO

The Tornado was least
damaged, having “just” lost
it's wheels and stores.
These were restored within
a hours and amazingly the
model made an
appearance at the Solent
Sky show — one down.

SEA VIXEN

The Sea Vixen was always a delicate model due to the folded wings, this would be a bigger problem now all the
attachments has been broken and would
inevitably be weaker in the future. | decide
that | needed a strong support for the
folded wings, so | fashioned two new
support arms (removable supports been
the fuselage and the centre of the wing )
out of two sewing needles , using a vice to
break then to the correct length. These
were painted red and glued in place so
that they to take all the weight of the wing
before the various wing interconnections
were added. With the addition of the
underwing stores and a few odds and
ends, the Vixen was back in tip top

condition — two down.



SPITFIRE

The catalogue of damage was
significant, The front fuselage was
spit open, the wings had mostly
separated from the fuselage, the
ailerons and wing tip had broken
off, elevators and rudder
numerous cockpit parts , the
engine was hanging by the motor
cables etc, etc. | had more parts to
fit than a series 4 Airfix.

| started by removing all loose and
damaged parts such as the under
carriage and rear elevators. |

repaired the fuselage using a

The spit was in a sorry state! limited amount of liquid cement to

join the halves. | sanded down the

joint and added a little filler as it didn’t quite go together as well as it had originally. The wings were
reattached, fortunately no filler was required, once the original glue was removed the fit was as good as new.

The engine proved a night mare to refit as it should have been added before | rejoined the fuselage, | ended up
cutting a significant amount of plastic off the bulkhead to get it to fit. | also had to rejoin the wiring and check
that the motor still worked. The right elevator was tricky as all the attachments had been distorted badly, this
required considerable cutting and subsequent filling to restore. A considerable amount of etch had become
dislodged in the cockpit , which required some modelling through an “eye of a needle” to slick back, it took a
lot of effort to hold everything in place while stopping getting glue everywhere.

The undercarriage was restored ,
fortunately as they are designed to
be removed via screws they could be
worked on off the model. |
reinforced the connection between
the wheel and undercarriage leg
with a pin.

With everything back in place, areas
of work such as the fuselage join
were resprayed and varnished.

I have almost finished the
restoration , | have to create a new
radio mask as the top of the original
has inexplicitly disappeared while on

my work bench. Overall I'm
reasonably happy, while the model is not quite Al standard it’ll be suitable for a few more years of club stand
duty — provided | keep it out of the loft!



1/350 SCALE F14 TOMCATS - VF84 JOLLY ROGER BY RICHARD STEWART

Well | have pulled out all the stops to get at least one of the F14 Tomcat air-wings finished, which did mean
early mornings before work to finish. | wanted to have two F14’s on the catapults with the engine on full
power, so | installed small LED’s to simulate this. The space was so small | had to file down the LED’s to get
them in. Soldering the electrical connections also became a bit of a problem as the melting point of plastic as
we know is far lower than that of the solder, but | managed to solder the connections to steel rods which
became the main undercarriage legs. Once these were in and secured, it was time to join the fuselage halves
together. | used Tamiya clear orange and filled the jet outlets with it. When dry | fitted the jet nozzles and once
powered up gave a good impression of engines on full power! (As those of you who were at the last American
completion saw as that was one of the entrees)

The decals were applied first then a coat of satin varnish was applied to protect it before the etch was fitted
which for these two aircraft necessitated dropping the flaps and inclining the rear horizontal stabilizers to take
off position. Once these were fitted and brush painted to match another final coat of varnish was applied and
job done.

Ready to go! Maverick and Goose!

IN FLIGHT

For the finished diorama (whenever that will be) | plan to have at least two aircraft in the air. For this | used
two Tamiya F14’s as these have the correct ‘in-flight’ wing configuration and it would be easier putting a
cockpit in than remodelling the Trumpeter one (as | found out with the first batch). | cut away the rear jet
nozzles and supplemented Trumpeter ones together with the rear horizontal stabilisers.



-

Tamiya F14’s having canopies, rear jet pipes & Tamiya F14’s in front with Trumpeter ones behind

horizontal stabilisers removed

All that was done for the ‘pilots office’ was to remove the moulded Tamiya canopy and use the same method
as the ones on the catapults which was square plastic rod for the head rests and for the pilots head and flight
helmet | used two small ‘balls’ from an old water purifying cartridge painted to suit. The canopy was a
Trumpeter one. To mount these aircraft | will use clear plastic rod positioned up the jet pipe which will be
attached to the inside of the display case.

THE COMPLETED AIR WING

The main group of aircraft will be parked up with wings in parked positions. | used the same process decaling
as with the other aircraft by applying the decals before the etch brass for ease of application. The decals
themselves are a mix of Starfighter and Trumpeter .

As mentioned on my last write-up the Trumpeter aircraft are a mix of old and new. | used the old kits nose
wheel and the new kits main landing gear as they were more accurate, but they sat the aircraft too high so the
main gear had to be shortened slightly to give the correct sit of the aircraft. Also in the new kit it comes with
long range tanks which are too short and too thick and with the corrected undercarriage, it sits on the tanks!
So needless to say | left those off.

To add a little variety | opened some of the canopies for which | fitted the full etch for the cockpits. The only
thing now left off these will be the odd pilot climbing in when on the carrier. Well only 12 more F14’s of VF41
to go!

Completed air-wing with the next ‘production run’ Four with canopies open



WAR AND PEACE SHOW 21.07.12 BY NIGEL ROBINS

This year, Harold Hanna (Owner of Matador Models) and | were able to attend this show, held each year at the

Hop Farm Country Park at Beltring in Kent, on a Saturday instead of the usual Sunday. Harold wanted to

publicise the show he runs (Next year’s “On track”2013 in Folkestone) and managed to obtain two

complementary tickets again many thanks to Rex Cadman from the Hop Farm for these.

We arrived at about 11lam
and despite my fears that
the show would be a mud
bath due to the recent
heavy rain found that the
organisers had  worked
tirelessly to dry out the site
and prevent owners from
doing too much damage to
the ground with tracked
vehicles. Bearing in mind
that areas of  the
showground were
underwater on Monday it is
remarkable that the show
took place at all.

Heavy Weathering Effects tha

Prototype for everything , this is probably how T34/85s actually looked in

1945

t are unlikely to win you prizes but are accurate

.

The fact that most areas were
accessible with normal
footwear is a tribute to their
efforts, yes there were areas
where the ground was boggy
and there was mud but by the
end of the day much of the
site had dried out. There
were not as many vehicles as
usual this year, many owners
had either left early or not
turned up due to the weather
conditions but there were still
plenty of things to see and at
least this year there was not
so much dust!!!

Once Our PR tasks were
complete we were able to

look around the show and as usual there were a number of unusual exhibits to see; for instance there were

unrestored examples of a Centaur Dozer, Ram Kangaroo and a defrocked Sexton. There were numerous

examples of the more common British and American vehicles and a good selection of German vehicles and

armour. There were a number of re-enactors from all of the 20™ century’s conflicts though, as usual, | do find it

a little intimidating walking around with so many people carrying guns even if they are de-activated.
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Included for Steve Edwards: BMW R50 motorcycle combination
how to stow the bicycle included in the Airfix kit!!

)

| have included a few of my photos mainly as an inspiration for the vehicle modellers and also to show some
weathering effects on vehicles caused by driving through the mud on the site. | certainly recommend visiting
the War and Peace show if you are a vehicle modeller and whilst there are events such as a 1940s fashion
show and Home Front displays aimed at wives and children | do not really believe that it is a family day out.

-

Wolsey 18/85? Available from Oxford Diecast, with a little work this diecast can be
transformed into a scale model to be proud of...



CLUB DIARY

August 15™ Club Night

September 2™ | Build a Model in a Day 2012
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September 22" Farnborough Show
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st " November 10"/ | Scale ModelWord 2012
November 21 Annual Competition 17

December 19" Xmas Night

ext Meeting: Wednesday August pm to 10pm
Next Meeting: Wednesday A 15" (8 10pm)
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Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication

Paul Adams Brian Sampson

Russell Eden Will Booth
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Gray Sharpling Tony Adams
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