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THIS MONTH

Another year comes to an end and again | can reflect on another great year for the club. We have again grown
our membership, participated in more shows, seen some fantastic work from our members and rolled out our
new logo and “look”. The highlight of the year for me was our first display at Scale Modelworld, of which we
can justifiably be proud, it really showed off the talents of our membership.

I hope we can fill the hall on Wednesday for our annual Xmas night , which of course features the results of our
annual competition and voting for the John Cox Memorial Trophy ( more detail follow within).

Due to technical issues, | have had to leave out some content in this month’s Romsey Modeller, anything |
have left out will appear next month. | doing so we still have 30 pages of modelling goodness, with Pat’s
impressive article on his Airfix Turcanos, Gray chipping in with two articles one on his USS Enterprise and the
other on how modelling has changed since his youth. Paul continues his BMW Z4 build and Steve covers the
Bugle Call show. The magazine also feature plenty of photos of the annual competition (which has caused my
laptop to crash numerous times .. gurr — | hope Santa brings me a new one!).

Wishing all our readers a Merry Christmas and a Fantastic (Modelling ) New Year

Tony
IPMS Club Secretary

P.S. lalmost forgot to remind you that there is no club night extra in January (the first Wednesday falls on Jan
1st')

This is the newsletter of Romsey Modellers a group of plastic modellers based in Southern Hampshire. We cater
for all modelling genres and skill levels from beginners to well seasoned gurus.

We meet on the 1% and 3" Wednesdays of the month from 8pm to 10pm in Ampfield, Hampshire, where we
often run workshops and club competitions but more importantly have a good chat about our hobby. We also
attend most of the local model shows, where we exhibit our member’s completed projects.

We have an open door policy so if you want to sample how we can help you get more out of your hobby or just
come and have a friendly discussion (tea and biscuits provided) please feel free to turn up — see the last page for
details or visit our web site

www.romseymodellers.co.uk
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CLUB NEWS

ANNUAL COMPETITION/CHRISTMAS NIGHT 2013
The votes have been cast, counted and verified and the winners will be revealed on Wednesday night.

Don’t forget if you entered a model in competition last month, please bring it with you in case it wins its
category. We’ll announce the class winners as soon as we have all of the entrant’s models back on the tables,
hopefully around 8.30pm. The eight class winners will then compete for the John Cox Memorial Trophy.

We'll also have a raffle; once again expertly run by Brian. Please bring along a contribution to the raffle: kits,
modelling tools, books, wine, Christmas treats, anything you like. Talking of which, tasty treats are also needed
for the Christmas buffet — once again, any naughty but nice treats that you might like to use to help your club
mates expand their waistlines will be welcome!

As ever the Xmas night is a family event so you may want to bring your significant others along even if it’s just
to prove that you do indeed attend the club when you sneak off every other Wednesday.

RETAIL THERAPY
Dear All,

Just to let you know that ALDI have got Airfix gift sets on sale at £4.99 each, | have been to the local branch in
Bevious Valley Southampton and they have the: ME 109E , Spitfire 1a, FW 190A, British Mustang IV, British
Tomahawk Il (All the new tooling's) and the Folland Gnat (Though | think this is the old tooling as it is in Red
Arrows guise but | could be wrong) the sets come with four acrylic paints, a brush and glue. Xmas stocking
fillers?

Best wishes, Nigel

Ed: Also it appears that W.H Smith have brought Modelzone from administration, there is a small number of
kits now available via the W.H Smiths website and a number of stores are carrying Airfix and Revell models ( it
could almost be the 70s!



BUGLE CALL AT BATH BY STEVE EDWARDS

| managed to convince Russ to come with me, and as
Bath is a great shopping centre, the girls came along
too.

This did mean that we limited ourselves to a couple of
hours at the show, and | could have happily spent
doubly that there.

Although run by a model figure club, the diversity of
models on display where the same as at any other
show.

i - <ol Royce(1920patter:

fantastic. Some very unusual subjects, - see the young lady saluting — and
plenty of old favourites, such as the Chieftan and RR armoured car.

Thanks to Russ for the photos and his and Taschas company for the day,

we all had a great time.

Might even consider a table next year — no reason why Romsey
Modellers shouldn’t display at two shows on the same day?

TTFN

Steve

\raq 498

For several years | have bemoaned the fact that the
Middle Wallop show is on the same day as Bugle Call in
Bath. It being our local show | always felt obliged to go
to MW, but this year MW was obviously over
subscribed — judging by the show of hands on the club
night —so | decided to go to BC instead.

It was great to catch up with Kevin Peart,
who generously agreed to come down and
give Russ and | some one to one tutoring in
the new year — | shall be looking forward to it
as his demonstrations are always very
interesting.

There was a good selection of traders there
and the standard of modelling — see photos-
was




ANNUAL COMPETITION 2014

At our late November meeting we held our annual competition. Although the numbers of entries we re slightly
lower than last year the quality of the models on the table was superb. Picking out a top three in each category
was certainly a struggle. The results will be announced at our Xmas meeting where the category winners will
progress to the John Cox Memorial Trophy ( best in show ). Please bring your entries along on Wednesday in
case you happen to be a winner.

| haven’t got a full list of entries available ( see next months magazine ) so for now we will have to make do
with the photo’s | took on the night.

Class 1 : Aircraft 1/72 and below

Class 2 : Aircraft 1/72 and above




Class 3 : Military Vehicles

Class 4 : Figures

Class 5 : Civilian Vehicles




Black Rat County
Highway Patrol Pursuit Vehicle 32

Converted and Detailed from MPC 1/29
Ed Roth Mail Box Chopper

Class 7 : Dioramas




Class 9 : Miscellaneous




TO BOLDLY SPLIT INFINITIVES THAT NO MAN HAS SPLIT BEFORE BY GRAY SHARPLING

My apologies to the late, great Douglas Adams, but | couldn’t resist stealing his line. So what am | actually
building, in case you hadn’t guessed already?

POLAR LIGHTS 1/1000 STAR TREK U.S.S. ENTERPRISE NCC-1701 REFIT

There have been more versions of the most
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famous star ship in history than | care to think
about, both on-screen, and in kit form. The
“Enterprise Refit”, as it is generally known, is my

personal favourite, from a purely aesthetic point of g
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view. Polar Lights do produce a magnificent, and
massive, 1/350 scale kit that is over 3 feet long,
and is also well beyond my meagre modelling
abilities. Let alone the problem of where to
actually put that monster. So after months spent
on a more complex and involved model, | decided

to take some of Nigel’s advice from his article in
the January 2013 Romsey Modeller, and go for something completely different - a little light relief if you will?
This 1/1000 scale version looked to be really cute, so | thought | would give it a go.

THE BUILD

This was actually pretty straight forward. Although one can buy tiny photo-etch shuttle bays and officer’s
lounge kits to insert into the hull, | wanted to keep this pretty much out-of-the-box for simplicity’s sake.
Although in theory this is a snap-together hit (I can hear the gasps of horror already), | glued my version. This
then allowed me to fill and sand (my most-hated task by-far in modelling) some of the worst problems to give
the little ship some semblance of realism. Being designed as a snap-together kit, the general fit was terrible.
This was no Tamiya or Hasegawa, nor even modern-era Airfix, by any stretch of the imagination. The details
are fairly crude, and the panel engraving soft and completely out-of-scale. The saucer grid panel-lines would
each be several feet wide if this were true to scale! Clearly Polar Lights aren’t even vaguely in the same league
as the modern kit manufacturers, especially those from the far-east. But it looks like the USS Enterprise, and |
wanted to build something fairly quickly after my previous over-extended epic.

Using a very pale grey instead of the suggested pearlescent white.

| was actually surprised at the clear parts available. Polar Lights has done their best, given the small size of the
kit, to give the modeller a chance of actually lighting this little kit. | wasn’t going to bother, but | sprayed the
front deflector dish, impulse engine crystal, and the arboretum windows with Tamiya clear blue, and the
impulse engine exhausts with clear orange. Then | backed them all with silver foil to allow the colour to show
through before gluing them into place with white-glue.



| deliberately left the saucer separate from the secondary hull as this was the advice in the instructions.
Similarly | left off the sensor dome on the bottom of the saucer, as | had read on the internet that it makes
placement of the aztec decals easier. The warp engine grills and photon torpedo launcher were also supplied
as clear pieces to allow lighting, but as I've said already, | wanted a fairly quick and easy build, so I left them off
at this stage so | could paint them easier and not have to worry about masking them later. They would be
simple black.

STUDIO MODEL VS ON-THE-SCREEN?

The massive studio model was actually painted a pearlescent-white colour, with the aztek panelling done by
careful and subtle paint effects. But on-screen to my eyes the Enterprise looks to be more of a pale grey
colour, rather than white? OK, maybe it’s just me, but check-out the scenes in the space dock in Star Trek The
Motion Picture when Scotty gives Kirk his beauty-pass tour, and also in Star Trek Ill The Search For Spock,
when the battle-damaged Enterprise returns to earth orbit for repairs, to see what | mean? Plus, | think it just
looks better this way, so | elected to not go for white, and decided | would paint this in a very pale grey
instead. | did have a second reason: Polar Lights had supplied the aztek panelling as a series of decals. But
some of the coloured panels looked to be rather over-done, with the colours far too bold, especially against a
white background. So | hoped that they would become slightly subdued and more subtle if | laid them over a
pale grey instead? | could only hope. So after a coat of Tamiya Fine Surface Primer to cover the almost-
translucent white plastic, and give the paint something to stick to, | mixed Tamiya XF-2 Flat White about 80/20
with the lightest-grey that Tamiya do, XF-19 Sky Grey, plus just a couple of drops of blue to give it the slightest
tint.

After some detail painting, | had a decision — which gloss-coat? Try the new Humbrol Clear again that gave me
all the white discolouration on my Lynx, but does give a beautifully glossy finish, or my old stand-by of Tamiya
XF22 Clear Gloss, which | know doesn’t discolour with Microsol, but isn’t quite as glossy. After some thought |
decided to give the Humbrol Clear a second chance. With all the many, many decals, | thought the higher
priority was the glossiness?

TO BOLDLY DECAL WHERE NO MAN HAS DECALLED BEFORE?

Three A5-sized sheets of decals! ‘
Practically every square inch of e '
this little kit is covered in decals.
| started with the underside of
the primary hull (or “saucer
section”, depending on which
school-of-thought you belong to
and which reference book you
read). | thought this would be
the best place to get practice
with the Aztec decals since it
would be the least-seen area of
the ship once finished and on it’s
stand.

I'm glad | started with the least-
visible area, as the decals immediately proved to be absolutely horrible to work with. Quite the worst | have
ever come across. They had four major issues that made this the most... erm.. “challenging” decal-
application I've ever done:



e  Firstly, they were the thickest and least flexible decals | have ever come across. Ever. | don’t know if the
available aftermarket decals are any better compared to what you get in the box, but these were almost
like plastic sheeting, not decals as we know them. The end result is that there are many tiny “pin-prick”
air bubbles everywhere if you catch the right lighting. Plus, being so thick, they often refused to sit flat,
even with copious coats of Micro-sol and Micro-set.

e Secondly, they stuck fast! No gentle sliding and manoeuvring to get them into position. Once down, they
immediately stuck down like glue. | could lift them in their entirety by carefully getting a scalpel-blade
underneath, but they just refused to slide over the surface at all.

e Thirdly, once off the white backing-sheet, the aztec panel decals were much subtler in colour than | had
anticipated. Unless they were actually flat against the hull, the aztec shading was practically invisible. So |
had to almost guess at the correct positioning before they were placed down, and then lift completely and
re-position if | guessed wrong. Very frustrating. Plus, all the decals were far more transparent than | had
imagined, even on the coloured sections, so any paint beneath the decal that wasn’t the correct colour
and in exactly the correct position, showed through like a sore thumb.

e Finally, they were very prone to tearing. Yes, despite being so thick and heavy, they were also surprisingly
delicate, and | had more decal-tear mishaps than | want to think about.

The only good point was that once down, the colour and shading of the aztec panelling was more subtle than |
had feared it might be, making the end-result pleasingly subdued. | had been afraid it might have been too
bold from how the decals appeared when on their backing sheets, but against my very pale grey colour, they
looked just great to my eyes. Certainly visible, but far less stark than they would have been against the
suggested white colour. | was very happy with the paint colour | had chosen, and with the shading and colours
of the resulting aztec-panelling. It was just the actual act of applying the darned things that was a massive
pain in the proverbial! If the decals had been easier to work with, this might have been enjoyable given the
end-result that could have been achieved.

With the decaling of the underside of the primary hull done, | then glued down the lower sensor dome, which
online research had advised to leave off until the decaling was done as it covered the ends of the aztec decals.
They would have been even more awkward to apply if I'd glued the sensor dome down first. Then | applied
the decals to the sensor dome itself and moved on to the top-side and sides of the primary hull. Then it was

the warp engine nacelles, pylons, and finally the secondary hull. It took days!

Only when all the aztec decals were laid down did | finish the final construction and glue the primary hull to
the secondary. Then | had to go back and apply the actual markings decals — the insignia and ship’s name etc.
Maybe it was the paint colour | had chosen, which just didn’t show-up the issue, but | didn’t seem to have



nearly the same problem with discolouration of Humbrol Clear reacting with Micro-Sol that | had had with my
Lynx.

With the decaling finally complete, | finished the model with a light dusting of Vallejo Matt Varnish to seal
everything down and take the edge off the gloss and it was done. The end-result was quite pleasing to my
eyes — if you don’t look too closely! By far my worst kit to date in my humble opinion, but it looks enough like
my favourite Enterprise for me to not throw it in the trash immediately. The aztec panelling, where it has
worked, | find especially pleasing now it’s done, but I’'m not happy with it.

S
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Before | made this, | was hoping that Polar Lights might release a little 1/1000 scale USS Reliant or K’Tinga-class
Klingon cruiser to go with it. After building it however, | now have strong reservations about ever building any
Polar Lights kit ever again. This little thing just fought me all the way, and | am far from happy with the result.



A TRIO OF TUCANOS, AIRFIX 1/72"° SCALE BY PAT CAMP

Bertrand Deleest is the secretary of my model club
here in France and has a strong participation in a
number of IPMS Special Interest Groups (SIGs),
including one for aircraft special markings. He was
recently given a limited edition boxing of the Airfix
1/72™ Tucano (A73005) [1] in a generous gesture 7
from his old friend Martin Hale, from IPMS #"‘E“‘é

UCANO
DISPLAY TEAM

Salisbury. This kit has a very colourful red, white ‘ ,
Y . Y . THE QUEEN'S DIAMOND JUBILEE SHORTS TUCANO T.1
and blue Queen’s Diamond Jubilee scheme as well 1 T R AL M1 PP R LS5 NS0k RO O G351 s

1. Airfix 1/72"d Tucano kit in its attractive limited-

edition packaging.

as an alternative diamond jubilee celebratory
scheme with the aircraft finished in the usual black.

| offered to build this kit - along with an Airfix Hawk T1 in the RAF Benevolent Fund finish (A50149) - for
Bertrand’s SIG. It was an interesting experience on opening the boxes for the two kits. Decals aside, the
difference in quality of the mouldings between the two was astounding. The Hawk, being a relatively recent
introduction, is a beautiful little kit and | could quite happily make dozens of them as they are so much fun. But
the Tucano..... | simply cannot find a good word to say about it, and there is no way it should be a Series 2 kit.
You can probably detect that my first good impressions of the package were very short lived.

[2] Although elegantly packaged and
sporting a beautiful decal sheet, the kit is
let down by the plastic parts: the panel
lines were over-stated, cockpit walls
looked ragged and the propellers were
moulded off-centre, too thick and were
warped. The fin and rudder looked quite
good, though.

The cockpit interior would be let down had it been possible to see anything through the canopy, which is a
shame as the cockpit and canopy are such prominent and interesting features of the aircraft.

Soon after collecting the kit from Bertrand, Airfix announced a new release of the Tucano and so | waited a few
months for this to show in the hope that it would be a new tooling. | ordered two, but they turned out to be
the same plastic. So now | had three to build. | wanted to do both marking versions in Bertrand’s decal sheet,
but unfortunately many of the important markings were common to both. | spoke with Guillaume Monnier to



see if he could use his “Silhouette cutter” (Romsey newsletter June 2013) to cut some decals or masks for me
and he was about to give it a try when Alley-Cat announced a set of decals for the same aircraft [3].

ACD7 2010
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[3] The Alley-Cat decal pack. Once again, only single, common decals of the important markings
commemorating the Queen’s Jubilee were furnished, so you could not build two models from the one
purchase. | found this irritating (cheap?), as | would have liked to have finished all three kits in the
Queen’s Jubilee markings.

| also Googled for after-market parts to replace the propeller and canopy. Although Aeroclub list these,
nothing seemed to be currently available. | decided | would “smash mould” my own canopies, buoyed on from
the success | had with the Airfix Angel Interceptor kit where | had done the same thing. Having a clear canopy
would require the interior to be improved, so | ordered six resin ejector seats from Pavla. On a positive note, it
looked to be feasible to assemble and paint the aircraft and then work on the cockpit later — so | gave this a try
as it would allow me to get to work on the paint scheme quicker. So off we go...

Work started on preparing the fuselage halves and then gluing them together [4].

[4] Ejector pin marks in the cockpit walls were filled and everything sanded smooth. The rudder
needed a lot of thinning by rubbing the pieces on a flat piece of abrasive. Here we can see the
unaltered kit parts on the right. The right photo shows the fuselage halves glued together without any
interiors and left to harden: they were going to get a lot of rough treatment and so the joins needed to
be solid!

The cockpit floor was left out for now to allow access for some lead weight. These were glued into place [5],
however they later became unstuck and you can feel them move when you pick up the model. Every bit of
available space in the nose was filled with lead — and it was needed: the completed models only just rest on
their nose wheels.



[5] The edges of the wheel bay openings were thinned with an X-Acto blade and looked much better for the
trouble taken. Fishing weights were filed until they fitted snugly over the wheel bay and into the fuselage. The
nose wheel wells needed careful trimming to get a good fit to the inside of the fuselage: this joint also needs to
be strong and carefully aligned so that the nose leg will fit squarely later.

The cockpit floor was now glued into place. Glue was applied to the top areas only: the sanding of the fuselage

walls meant there were wide gaps further down, and also | needed to push apart the wing roots to get a
reasonable fit to the wings [6].

[6]: The cockpit floor has been installed. A piece of clear sprue was trimmed to
length and placed in a gap in the floor to wedge apart the fuselage halves to
get a good fit with the wing.

The wings needed a lot of work to get (almost) right. The locating pins were not quite in line, so these were
trimmed away. Matching the leading edges resulted in a wide gap at the aileron join and flap trailing edge. The
gap in the aileron was filled with plastic strip. The trailing edges were also much too thick and needed a lot of
sanding before looking reasonable. The wings were then joined to the fuselage [7].

[7] A plasticard spacer was needed at the rear of the wing to
fuselage join, followed by vast quantities of Tamiya putty
smoothed with a rubber sculpting brush dipped in Mr Hobby
thinners. The finished result after sanding didn’t look too bad.
Sausages of Milliput were used inside the cockpit to fill the gap
between the consoles and cockpit side walls.




The tailplanes were also prepared at this time, but not glued into place until the final stage of assembly [8].

[8] The tailplanes were trimmed to obtain a close fit to the fuselage and given a lot of sanding to reduce the
thickness of the trailing edges — here you can see the original “Jewson” kit part on the left and the trimmed
one on the right. The lost detail was restored with an X-Acto knife: | laid a piece of Micromesh onto the part to
prevent the steel rule from slipping as the back edge of the X-Acto blade is drawn along it. Liquid cement was
brushed along the groove to leave it smooth.

The dive brake in the underside of the fuselage was also prepared for installing later. | wanted the brake to be
in the closed position and found it necessary to put some packing in place from plastic strip [9].

[9] Packing pieces added so the dive brake would fit
flush with the wing underside when | came to fit it in
final assembly. One advantage of doing three of the
same kits at once is the time you save when doing jobs
like this: finding the right thickness of packing and,
having found it for the first one, you can apply your fix

to the other two immediately.

PAINTING.

Painting was done alongside three other models [10]: the Airfix Angel Interceptor (see last month’s newsletter)
and two BAe Hawk T1’s (on your bookstand shortly!).

The models were sprayed with primer applied directly from the aerosol can [11].

[10] Painting commenced by attaching the
parts to holders, such as gluing to pieces of
sprue or using BluTack or Micro-Liquitape to put
the parts onto strips of wood (drink stirrers in
this instance). The tailplane of the black aircraft
was kept separate from the red ones, just to
reduce the risk of painting mishaps.

[11] Primer coat applied. The aerosol cans had been well shaken both
before and after standing them in hot water to raise the pressure and paint
fluidity (do not do this if you are of a nervous disposition! Maybe | am a bit
over-cautious, but | wrap a cloth around the can, wear gardening gloves
and look away from the warmed can when shaking it just in case it goes

pop).



The two white aircraft were abraded with micromesh 4000 grit to get a smooth surface, unfortunately
breaking through to the grey plastic in places. | therefore airbrushed on some Lifecolor white acrylic to get a
uniform undercoat before applying the gloss top coat. This was gloss white decanted from an aerosol spray.
Unfortunately (a word | seem to be using too frequently!) | was too heavy-handed applying the paint and it
reacted with the undercoat. | should have mist-coated the first layer on. | pressed on with the intention of
polishing out the surface irregularities — but it would have been wiser to have stopped and re-prepared the
surfaces rather than carrying on.

The black Tucano was given two light and one heavier coat of Alclad black primer. | had hoped that it would be
all that was necessary. Unfortunately (here we go again!) it seems to be dark grey, rather than black, and
never dried fully - remaining sticky to touch and leaving finger marks every time the model was handled. |
made a serendipitous discovery of some Tamiya gloss black aerosol paint in my stash, decanted this into my
airbrush and put it over the top without problem. The finish remained delicate throughout (I am sure because
of the Alclad primer) and finger marks were easily left.

| applied some pre-shading to the grey areas of the red-white-grey schemed aircraft of No.7 FTS. The mix
turned out a funny shade of yucky green for some reason. | did not like the result of my first attempt at
airbrushing the grey area: | had used H28 grey with white. | decided a bluer tone was needed so tried H127
with white. This paint unfortunately reacted with the first coat, so once again | laid it on a bit thicker and
crossed my fingers that it would be okay. Of course, the pre-shading had been obliterated by this time (hence |
did not bother showing you the photos of this!)

Once the grey had dried, the area was masked off for the red to be painted. | have a wide range of red enamel
paints (as a result of an “offer you can’t refuse” from a trader at a show) and so made some colour strips and
compared them to the colours printed on the Airfix and Alley-Cat decal sheets [12].

[t L e

[12] Matching paints to the decal sheets.
Interestingly, the tone of the red was markedly
different between the two sheets. | could not
decide from internet photos which was closest.
I found a 50-50 mix of Humbrol 60 and Revell
31 gave a good match to the Alley-Cat decals.
Unfortunately, | forgot this when it came to
decaling time and put the Airfix ones on
instead, doh!!

The area around the exhausts was masked off and the exhausts airbrushed with tones of Alclad [13].



[13] The exhausts come as individual, solid mouldings and have a tenuous attachment to the fuselage.
I drilled out the exhausts and used liquid poly on a microbrush to give the inside surface a smooth
finish. Holes of the correct size were punched into masking tape and this was placed around the
exhaust surrounds. The exhausts were then glued into place and painted with various tones of Alclad,
finishing with the brightest tone to the upper-sides to catch the light.

Now came time to prepare the Pavla resin ejector seats. Trial fitting showed material would need to be
removed from the sides of the seat pan so the seat could fit between the side consoles and from the seat back
to make as much room as possible in front — the seats being much longer than the kit ones and extending so
far as to obscure the locating hole for the control column. The seats were sanded with a drum sander in my
Dremel-type drill, working outside and taking precautions to keep particles out of my eyes and lungs. The seat
rails were cut away from the cockpit floor using a rotary burr in the drill. Once all of this was done, the fuselage
around the cockpit was masked for airbrushing with H167 Barley Grey and the seats in Alclad black over Mr
Resin Primer [14]. These and the instrument coamings were later painted Tamiya XF-69 NATO black. The later
Airfix sheets had decals for the side consoles which looked very neat. | used small rectangles of black decal for
the third model since neither the earlier Airfix kit or the Alley-Cat decal sheets included these.

[14] The seat cushions were painted an olive/bronze
green and the seat belts in various tones, based upon
photographs. I’ll not say much more about these, as |
will cover it more my Hawk article where | used the far-
superior Neomega ejector seats.




| also sprayed the anti-dazzle panel on the nose, although | need not have bothered as the decal sheets in the
second pair of kits include these, and they are far neater than how my painting turned out!
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[15] The installation of the instrument panels, coamings and control columns had to be adapted to allow
the Pavla seats to fit. The top-left photo shows the correct position of the front instrument panel and the
next one shows the panel moved as far forward as possible: right up against the cockpit front wall with a
lot of material ground away from the rear face. For the rear instrument panel (below), some plastic strip
was glued in place and the panel was attached to that; again much further forward than it was supposed
to be. The bottom right photo shows the seats in place before the coamings were added: these also
needed careful trimming so they would seat fully.

As | mentioned at the beginning, the kit supplied canopy was very thickly moulded and lacked transparency.

Replacements came from a large clear plastic food package that | found at the supermarket. When | returned

home, | discarded the unwanted contents of nine vol-au-vents into the freezer and cut the valuable packaging
into rectangles ready for moulding to a new shape. | laid some Clingfilm into one of the kit canopies and
packed out the inside with Super-Sculpey. This was then carefully removed, straightened as needed, and
popped into the oven to harden, following the instructions to the letter in terms of temperature and time. A
slot was cut into the Super-Sculpey to accept a strip of wood and this was then epoxied into place. The kit
canopy was then put in place and the assembly clamped up ready for moulding to begin [16].



[16] Make sure the clear plastic pieces are large enough to grip without burning your hands on the
candle and to give the plastic a controlled “pull” over the mould (pull too much and the plastic will be
too thin down the sides, don’t pull enough and the windscreen will not be formed correctly). Make
sure you make more than you need. Trim them with a small pair of scissors and an X-Acto knife to get
a good fit with the fuselage. Select the best ones and put the others to one side for spares, just in case
you need them - prepare for the unexpected!

The mould is also useful for holding the canopies during masking and airbrushing [17].

[17] Circles of masking tape were punched out and placed in the corners of the canopy frame. Straight pieces
then linked these: | found it easiest to cut the strip longer than needed, put it in place and then trim it to
length in-situ with a fresh scalpel blade. The area inside the tape border was coated with Mr Masking
Solution Neo, although my usual practice is to cover with masking tape and use the masking solution so
paint does not get through if the tape lifts. The right-hand photo is a poignant one for me. The winds in
Provence are very unpredictable. Moments after taking this photo | turned to put my camera away when
there was a sudden gust out of nowhere, and in the corner of my eye | saw something disappearing into the
distance. The gust had selected one canopy (the others were still in place) for oblivion: | searched and
searched and could not find it. That evening we had fearsome winds and storms and | reckon my canopy
probably ended up somewhere in Portugal. | wish | had made some spares!

As far as decaling is concerned, this went well. | found it necessary to use water (with a little washing-up liquid
added) to get the decals to slide in place, rather than Micro-set, which | applied after the decal was in position.
It is vital to have photos immediately to hand to help you with positioning the markings — especially for the
red, white and blue aircraft. | also found differences in the painting and decal placement guides between the
Airfix and Alley-Cat sheets, and most often the Airfix sheet was correct. Small pieces of the E-R marking are
provided for the undercarriage doors, although these needed to be trimmed to line them up with the wing
markings. There are a lot of decals to apply and it took a long time to do (along with the Angel Interceptor and
two Hawks at the same time!)

The panel lines were painted with a mix of oil paints: titanium white + Paynes grey + raw sienna for the white
panels, and a darker shade for grey ones. The blue panels were Prussian blue + chrome orange and the red
ones were alizarin crimson. | used Liquin as a medium for each of these mixes.



Once all of this had dried, the models were gloss coated. Or, rather, it should have been gloss rather than the
rough textured surface it actually ended up. So the models were given a polish with 6000 grit micromesh
followed by a rub over with “Finers” wax and they looked a lot better.

I did something very silly after decaling and gloss-
coating the models: | masked for painting the
landing lights. | didn’t think about the risk | was
taking until all the tape was on and it was very
stressful wondering whether | was about to
destroy the models by lifting the decals when |
removed the tape. | did this very gingerly and the
only things ruined were the large E-R markings on
the underside of the black aircraft. | trimmed
white decal sheet to patch in the lifted areas, but
the end result was disappointing. Having said

that, | think | got away lightly from my error of
judgement.

The undercarriage mouldings were given a careful trim before painting pale grey with dark grey shading
between the struts. The wheel centres were painted white. Gluing these in place was very frustrating — a vee-
shaped strut has to be sprung into the gap in the wheel well and the apex brought against the main leg before
gluing in place. The parts kept pinging out onto the modelling bench or the carpet, and you had to keep a
watch on their trajectory to see where they landed. | lost one into the carpet and only found it two or three
weeks later.

The propellers needed a lot of careful preparation. They also have complicated markings. These came as decals
(albeit too narrow to cover the width of the blades) in the two later kits of the Tucano, but were absent from
the Queens Jubilee scheme and, more disappointingly, the Alley-Cat decal sheet. | used the supplied decals for
two propellers and individual strips of black decal for the third one; the latter needed judicious application of
decal softener, but even so did not conform tightly.

The canopy MDC also comes as decals on the later Tucanos and is included in the Alley-Cat set. | was very
pleased with the result from these. The Airfix ones were a tad too small, probably due to my moulded canopy
being larger than the kit supplied one. The Alley-Cat ones had more pieces to line up, but gave more flexibility
for size and position. The decals were applied to the canopies glued in place. The canopies had been polished
and dipped in Klear beforehand, but I did not risk putting Klear over the decals in case it made a mess of the
glazing. Despite my efforts to preserve the lustre of the canopies, | noticed they became duller and less clear as
the models were handled during the final assembly stage.

| worked on the kits late into the evenings to get them ready for giving to Bertrand at the Maquettexpo show,
but that was not enough and | needed the first day of the show to get them completed. Bertrand very, very
kindly put them (along with the two Hawks and the Angel Interceptor!) at the centre of his SIG Special
Markings table at Maquettexpo and once again at Telford.

In summary, the end results look okay and the models look quite pretty. However, they required a lot of effort
to build and were a salutary reminder of how things have changed over the years in terms of crispness of
detail and precision of fit. These old kits are not for me — | got far more enjoyment from the newer BAe Hawks.
The Angel Interceptor was okay — | knew exactly what | was letting myself in for, and modifying the kit and the
fictitious paint scheme were good fun. And there was just the one — not three to build.

| have since heard that new kits of the Tucano have been announced by Airfix and Hobby Boss, so will wait
with interest to see what scale and quality these are. | may be tempted to give them a try if the reviews are
good.






BMW Z4 GT3 PART THREE, BY PAUL ADAMS

I had hoped to get this finished for the December issue, but seeing as my modelling moves at a glacial pace
these day’s, sadly I've fallen short once more!!

Last month | was left with the seat to complete and install into the interior, which in turn could be installed
onto the chassis.

The Fujimi kit seat is not the best, requiring the seat belts holes to the drilled and filed out. The hole
‘impressions’ are given only for the shoulder belts, none for the lap and crotch belts. | best guessed the
location of these and drilled away. Small rounded and flat files were used to create elongated holes for the
belts to pass through. | sprayed the back of the seat with Halfords satin black and covered the finish with
Kevlar decal from Scale Motorsport. This was then cleared with 2 part clear, polished and then masked off for
a flatter black finish courtesy of Halfords matt black.

— The seat belts were assembled from Studio 27’s
1/20/24" set which provides very nice pre-cut belt
material in three colours. My refs showed blue was
appropriate. The material has an adhesive side
which enablers the modeller to ‘simply’ cut the belts
to length, insert into a suitable buckle and attach to
the seat. Some manufacturer’s stickers are provided
too in the set, which need to be cut to size and
added to the shoulder straps. Whilst not fully
representative of a real full harness, the Studio 27

set does a good job for partially visible seat belts.
Open cockpit cars are another matter.

Hobby Design brake’s help with external detail.... Back to the chassis and | added a disc and brake set
from Hobby Design. These replace the kit versions
fully and include a separate calliper which glues onto a new resin hub. In theory they look good, but the discs
were fiddly to get together and | managed to glue the hubs on the wrong way around (left/right rear) which
did cause a little harsh language....I realised my mistake when the callipers wouldn’t glue on facing to the front.
| corrected this, so they faced the front, only to
discover from some references later they do in fact
face the rear....Hobby Designs mistake!! Once painted
up and in place they do look rather good.

I mated the interior with the chassis which has no
vague fit issues at all....large lugs and holes (x5!) locate
the interior without any chance of an alignment
problem later on.

No glue required.....chassis and interior as one.



The Studio 27 upgrade set provides some
exhaust silencers in white metal — the only
problem was fitting them. The S27 instructions
are frankly rubbish, so some interpretation is
needed to get things to fit. They suggest fitting
the exhausts and then fitting the bodyshell
after. Earlier trial fittings revealed that it was
impossible to get the body on as the tail pipes
wouldn’t pass through the etch grill holes on
the back of the car. | ‘'ummed’ and ‘ahhed’
about it for a while...and nearly resorted to
using the kit exhaust pipes....until | found they
didn’t fit either; (they were designed to fit onto
the rear plastic grill which was cut off and

replaced by the etch part!)..to alleviate the

problem | sawed off the tail pipes on the Studio Exhausting work....silencers on, and tail pipes ready for

27 silencers, drilled a 1.5mm hole in each install.

which would accept some short tubing, then fashioned some new tail pipes from aluminium tubing which will
slide over the 1.5mm short pipes after the

bodyshell was fitted. It took a while to cut, trim,
test fit, and align everything, but the solution
was a better one.

At the chassis front, Studio27 also provide a
radiator (there’s nothing in the kit) which is
made from a etch radiator face and two white
metal sides with two locating lugs which use the
holes in the chassis which are provided for the
front splitter....glued in place in looks good, but
is barely visible through the etch front grill!!

Cutting off the rear plastic grill removed two

locating holes for the corresponding lugs on the

The radiator housing.....You can't see it with the body on, chassis.....and therefore no means to attach the

but I know it's there...! bodyshell with ease....after discussing the model
with a friend he suggested gluing the rear down at the
two rear wheel arches (it just touches the chassis at
the rear) as he’d done on his build of the same kit.
Mine didn’t quite touch the chassis, so | decided to
glue it all down by the sills....using epoxy glue and
copious amounts of tape to hold it in place while the
glue set, | basically forced the thing to fit together and
did in fact manage to add glue at the wheel arch
points too....anyhow, it’'s on and doesn’t look too
bad..! Even the exhausts line up too!! | added the
front and rear splitters which give the car a very
aggressive look.

As | write this, the rear wing is complete and I've just
need to paint the wheels and add some detail Taking shape....the Z4 GT3 is a great looking race car.
parts...and it’s then complete! More on that next

month.



A 2014 MODELLING CALENDAR FROM ANDY ARGENT

I have received this email from And , if you are interested email me and | will pass on any requests to Andy .

Tony

| am working on a calendar for 2014 containing models and it is nearing completion. If any of your members
are interested in one i am doing them for cost at £10.99. Just drop me a line and spread the word if you don’t
mind. Happy Xmas to you guys and i will see you in the newyear.

Andy.

Here are some preliminary shots




HOW THE YEARS HAVE CHANGED (WALLOWING IN NOSTALGIA?) BY GRAY SHARPLING

Or...

IS THE HOBBY DYING DESPITE THE OUTWARD SIGNS?

Talking to a friend of mine last weekend, he said he
thought modelling was dying as a hobby. His thinking
was that the younger generation was only interested
in X-Box’s and Playstations, and the idea of them
spending effort, time and money on a model kit, with
the patience and delayed-gratification that required,
was anathema to “the kids of today”. He thought that
modelling was now the preserve of a slowly
dwindeling “older generation” like myself (and himself
— he gave-up modelling in his late teens, like | had
done; it’s just that | had re-picked-up the hobby about
three years ago and he hadn’t). | tried to explain to
him how much the hobby has changed, especially in
recent years, beyond anything he might recognise.
But in the essential point, was he wrong?

When | started modelling back in the very early 1970’s
(I won’t embarrass either myself or any of you by

giving exact years or ages), the options for modellers,
certainly of my age anyway, seemed rather limited. The available number of kit manufacturers easily available
was small. The kit quality was... erm... variable (to try to be generous), and options and enhancements were
almost non-existent.

I lived in a very average town, with very average shops. My first, and for many years main source of kits was a
small toyshop in a little precinct near our house. They had the usual spinning-rack of bagged (and later the
infamous blister-packs) of Airfix series 1 kits, plus a small selection of the larger, boxed, more sophisticated,
and more expensive, Airfix, Revell, and occasionally Matchbox and Frog kits on nearby shelves. The shop was a
very general toy shop, also stocking bicycles, dinky and corgi cars, dolls and prams for the girls, board-games,
Lego, you-name-it. Their modelling accessories consisted of a standard rack of Humbrol enamels, Humbrol
paint-brushes, and the toothpaste-tube type cement. And that was about it. When Star Wars hit the big
screen in 1977, they branched out, and a few of the early MPC Star Wars kits also arrived, which | eagerly
snapped up.

I had a couple of good friends, and we were all into making model kits. So we would choose on the day what
we wanted to do. Lego? Dinky cars? Modelling? It was another toy to play with. But fun, and the end-results
got played with. The idea of a kit just sitting on a shelf, or hanging from the ceiling, as something to “display”
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was slow in dawning on us as children.

A little later on, we gained a new, and
seemingly huge new toy-shop in the town
centre. Soon after opening, they opened their

upstairs as a separate and dedicated
modelling department. It was a revelation to
pre-teen me. Suddenly, previously almost
completely unknown, and expensive, kit
manufacturers were available, such as Tamiya
(and maybe Dragon and Hasegawa if my
failing memory isn’t playing tricks?). Plus they
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had a seemingly unbelievable selection of tools and
materials.  Plasti-card sheets! Unheard of previously. >
Tamiya acrylic paints, rattle-cans of modelling paint, even a ‘ Hum bl'Ol
couple of very basic airbrushes. Although there were no R—

signs of compressors, the only option for propellant were Al ri WU Sh
the large “aerosol” cans of compressed air. So you had to :

be pretty economic with the airbrush use if you were that
ambitious, and you had the money to afford that level of
sophistication in your modelling. | managed to splash my
pocket money on a proper X-Acto knife and set of needle-

files, which was a major step-up from the blunt old small
(ex)kitchen-knife | had been using until then.

Apart from expensive Tamiya, the old Airfix and Revell kits
were the same old quality though. The accuracy, fit, and
engineering of the kits, although improved, still left a lot to
be desired. And anything beyond an “out of the box” build
was immediately into the realms of scratch-building.

Unless you could afford the likes of Tamiya, you just
accepted what was available. As long as it looked roughly like the thing it was representing you were happy
enough, as you had no other option. | would still drool over the annual Airfix catalogue, and my modelling
skills slowly improved with age.

Then came university. Being away from home, | had to leave all my tools and
things behind. One large suitcase and backpack had to last me a full term in halls,
so it was mainly clothes and books. | would come home at Christmas and Easter
etc, but now the pub and catching up with old friends held more interest than
modelling. Over the years, all my old gear got misplaced, or at best found its way
into my parent’s loft. There might even be some remnants still up there if |
looked? Although | think my father has cleared a lot of stuff out in recent years.

Z= Humbrol

Then a little over three years ago, | came across a couple of channels on YouTube.
| started to follow a couple of modellers as they did step-by-step builds, showing
techniques and tools, online. It all seriously put a “bee in my bonnet”, and |
started thinking about those halcyon days of a quarter-century (or more) ago
when | would sit in my room with a kit. So in a burst of nostalgia, | found an old
Airfix kit on e-bay that | had always wanted as a kid, and on an impulse bought it.
I never did build it - it’s still in the stash somewhere. But it started the ball rolling.
Or should that be snowballing, as | now seems to spend more than is (financially)

healthy on modelling in one form or another. The wife and | were passing through
Botley a few years ago and spotted the old Just Add Imagination shop (now sadly defunct). She needed a gift
for the grand-daughter, so on an impulse we went in, and the upstairs was a little Aladdin’s cave of kits, tools,
and other materials. Boy, were my eyes opened wide!

A little research online showed that the hobby had been absolutely transformed in the intervening years since
I'd let it slide. Not only were the kits generally of much higher quality, mainly from new and (to me) previously
unknown manufacturers, but the options, accessories, and materials now available was just unbelievable.
Paint wasn’t just Humbrol enamels and Tamiya acrylics any more. Vallejo, Mr Color, Revell, everybody had
their own range. Tools and airbrushes were commonplace, and much improved. Materials were more readily
available, and there was this new-fangled thing called “photo-etch”. | was in sensory overload. After calming
down, | started spending money. A basic airbrush with compressor was my first, and to-date most expensive,
purchase. | didn’t want to faff with the canned compressed air that was for sure. And the tool-set started to
grow slowly, week-by-week, month-by-month.



| spotted a flyer for the Romsey Modellers pinned-up in Just Add Imagination, and joined the club, despite
never previously being a “club person” as it were. That was almost three years ago now and, despite my snail-
like build speed, my modelling has still never been so prolific since | was 16 years-old. And certainly my quality
has improved immeasurably since then. It’s still got a long way to go to even hope of matching many in the
club, but this isn’t a competition, it’s a hobby | do for fun (as | have to remind myself every competition-night).

| was trying to explain to my friend that | did not think the hobby was dying. Attending Telford last month
drove home the vibrancy of the current modelling hobby. The sheer number and diversity of kit
manufacturers, the quality of the kits, and the huge range of subjects available in kit-form, has never been
better. In all senses. Companies like Eduard, Airies, and others produce photo-etch enhancement sets for
almost every kit on the market! After-market decals give you the option to build almost every individual
aircraft from every air-force in the world. The options are just beyond the wildest dreams of our teenage past-
lives. If you want to build something. Anything! Then there is probably a model kit out there for it
somewhere. And the quality is likely to be far, far superior to what we knew as children. Plus the internet has
taken over from the High Street as the primary source for both kits, and other “sundries” such as paint etc.

But my friend’s question did get me wondering about why there appears to have been such a surge in the
hobby in recent years? To outward appearances, the hobby gives the appearance of having rarely been so
alive with innovation, quality, energy, and sales! But who are the customers? Us. We're all adults. We have
money in our pockets, not just pocket-money, and can afford all the large, detailed and expensive kits. We can
afford to buy the photo-etch pack, and the resin cockpit. We can afford the Iwata or Harder & Steenbeck
airbrush, and the compressor that it needs.
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But long-term, does my friend have a valid question? Is it actually a dying hobby? We’re all adults now. We
have families, jobs (cough), commitments, household chores, you-name-it. Some of us are heading fast for
retirement? When we get too old to see the (ever smaller and more detailed) parts, or our fingers get too
clumsy, then who is going to take over and keep Airfix, Tamiya, Hasegawa, and all the others in business. Are
the children of today picking-up the hobby?

Airfix are probably at the forefront of thinking in this area. In fact, only they and Revell seem to be even
worrying about the next generation of modellers. Airfix have their “make and take” events, and have just
introduced the Lego-compatible “quick build” series. No paint or glue required. Revell have their snap-
together “Easy Kit” range, but don’t get me started on the quality of those kits. One has to ask though, is this
just pandering to the lowest common denominator? We all assume kids have no patience to put any effort in
to spend more than a few hours, or even minutes, to get the end-result. Some of us spend whole days, weeks,
or even months, working on a single kit. Are we casting aspersions on “kids of today” when we assume they
don’t have the patience and dedication? | want to be optimistic, but given what we all see around us, | am not
so sure. In another quarter-century or so, how many modellers will there actually be? Will the “Playstation
generation” who just want instant gratification have taken over? Please tell me I’'m wrong.



CLUB DIARY 2014

January 15™

Club Night

February 5t
February 19"

Club Night Extra
Club Night

February 15"

Yeovilton Spring Show

March 5" Club Night Extra

March 19" Club Night

April 2" Club Night Extra April 12" Poole Vikings Show
April 16™ St George Competition

May 7t Club Night Extra May 11" Hendon Show

May 21% Club Night May 31% IPMS Salisbury Show
June 4™ Club Night Extra

June 18" Club Night

July 2™ Club Night Extra

July 16" Club Night

August 6" Club Night Extra

August 20™ Club Night

September 3™ Club Night Extra September 14" Build a Model in a Day
September 17™ Club Night September 20" IPMS Farnborough Show
October 1 Club Night Extra October 11™ Bovington Show
October 15™ Club Night October 25" Yeovilton Autumn Show

November 5™
November 19"

Club Night Extra

Annual Competition

November 8™ / g
November 30"

Scale ModelWorld 2013
Middle Wallop Show

December 3™

December 17

Club Night Extra
Xmas Night

Ampfield Village Hall

Morleys Lane
Romsey
Hampshire
SO51 9BJ

Next Meeting: Wednesday December 18" (8pm to 10pm)

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication

Tony Adams
Gray Sharpling

Andy Argent

Steve Edwards

Paul Adams
Pat Camp
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