
 



 

NOVEMBER 2015 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A very warm welcome to the November issue of The Romsey Modeller. 

I’m writing this just 4 days after getting back from the Scale Model World exhibition in Telford, of which I must 

express my sincere gratitude and thanks to all those that made the display as good as it was; we had over 50 

models on show during both days of the event, with model contributions from Russell Eden, Gray Sharpling, 

Chris Phillips, Sean Summers, Dale Koppi, Malcolm Grant, Luke Hayes, Keith Hawkins, ( and a name that 

escapes me at present with the Warhammer figures!!), Tony Adams, Duncan (from les Garagistes), Steve 

Lidstone, Myself and the Bomber SIG’s Andy Birch. 

The club was donated the spectacular  1/32
nd

 scale 

HK Models B25 Mitchell at Telford – by Andy 

Birch, which looked awesome on the table 

together with the He219 and the other large scale 

planes we’d brought along. I am the current 

custodian of this beast, and after some minor 

repair work and the organising of a safer 

transportation device, we’ll be displaying it at 

many of the shows next year (it will make an 

appearance at Middle Wallop) and using it as a 

learning tool for others in the club. Many thanks 

to Andy for this act of kindness.   

On a similar topic, I must thank Tony for putting 

the finishing touches to the club project in recent 

weeks in order that it was ready for Telford. The model looked superb on the table and caught many glances 

and sparked conversation over both days of the show.  

This month of course is highlighted by the first of our annual competition nights – this one we’ll do most of the 

voting at, and then finish off with voting the best in show during the Christmas meeting on December 16
th

. 

There are some minor tweaks to the classes this year, so that some awkwardness that we had last year is 

eliminated. More on that further on in the magazine.  

See you all in the middle of the week.  

Paul 

Club President 

Paul 

Club President 

  

 

The 1/32 B25 Mitchell on the stand at Telford 
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CLUB NEWS  

2015 ANNUAL COMPETITION   

Scale Model world maybe over for another year, however, there’s another highlight for us coming up this 

week - the annual competition evening is upon us! If you’re new to us, it’s worth reading on.  

At the November 18th meeting, bring along your model/s that fit into one of the classes listed below. If you’re 

unsure which category your model fits into please ask the competition secretary, Sean. The members will then 

vote for their top three in each class, we’ll total up the votes and announced the winners, along with the 2nd 

and 3rd place finishers in each class, at the meeting on December 17th. The winners of each class will go 

forward for voting for Best in Show and the winner will received the coveted John Cox Memorial Trophy. It’s as 

easy as that! There are a few basic rules to follow;  

1. You can only enter a model that has not previously placed 1st, 2nd or 3rd in class or overall at a previous 

annual competition. Winners or those that have placed (or been entered) in any other competition run by the 

club are eligible.  

2. We would discourage you from voting for your own model in class.  

3. Please write your name on the back of your entry and voting slips. Completed voting slips should be passed 

to Sean Summers upon completion.  

4. Decisions made by the Competition Secretary, Sean Summers are final.  I promise not to interfere this year!! 

5. Your model must not be diecast based or radio controlled. Static display models with moving features or 

lights are permitted 
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The classes for this year’s competition are: 

 Class 1 – Aircraft 1/72nd scale and below  

 Class 2 – Aircraft above 1/72nd scale  

 Class 3 – Military Vehicles  

 Class 4 - Figures  

 Class 5 - Civilian Vehicles  

 Class 6 - Ships  

 Class 7 – Diorama 

 Class 8 - Sci-Fi, fantasy and real space  

 Class 9 - Miscellaneous  

Please note that Sci-fi and fantasy models will only be permitted in Class 8. Classes with 2 or less entries will be 

placed in Class 9. 

We are planning to award Best in Show this year with a kit up to a fixed value (undecided at present), which 

will be purchased from club funds and awarded to the winner at the main January meeting. Enjoy the evening 

and happy voting. 

MIDDLE WALLOP MODEL SHOW 

Our final show of the year will be on Sunday 22
nd

 November at the Museum of Army Flying , Middle Wallop.  

This show is getting better and better , year on year so I have high expectations for this one. 

Details of the show can be found at 

 http://www.armyflying.com/aircraft-enthusiasts-fair-and-model-show/ 

More details and discussion on transport sharing etc will be covered at Wednesday’s meeting. 

 

FLEET AIR ARM MUSEUM SHOW 24TH OCTOBER 2015  

Unusually for a Yeovilton show, we were a little short of members attending to display this year, however, 

undeterred,  4 members made the trip to the museum based event and cleverly spread 12 foot of models  over 

the 24 foot we booked!! 

Russell, Dave, Will and I pitched up in Hall 2 behind the Corsair at around 08:30 for set up, in what later turned 

out to be the warmer of the halls to display in. With a mix of armour, WW1 aircraft, a little Sci-Fi, a couple of 

cars, modern jets, a few WWII prop aircraft and some tasty Wingnut Wings kits for sale……we had a display!! 

We set up fairly quickly (the label box seriously needs sorting…) and hastily took turns in securing some 

breakfast before the show opened at 10:00am. Our location afforded us opportunity to chat with both 

Southampton and les Garagistes clubs as they were both in the main isle on the other side of the Corsair.  

   

Three views of the table….lighting was essential….WnW kits were a great pull!! 

http://www.armyflying.com/aircraft-enthusiasts-fair-and-model-show/
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The autumn show is generally quieter than the spring equivalent and so it proved to be once again. That didn’t put 

many off however, as there were more than enough clubs and traders to help maintain interest throughout the 

day. Sadly, the weather in the afternoon put paid to the outdoor flying display, but in turn kept most of the 

visiting public in the main buildings. Despite so few members, we took it in turns to have a good look around and 

make any necessary (or unnecessary!!) purchases and, in my case photograph some of the models on show.   

Okay, okay…I bought some paint….! Another cracking day out with the club and I’m look forward to the spring 

event next year. Thanks go to Will who sportingly accepted the role of transporting the display gear to the venue. 

I’ll sign off with some images for you to enjoy…. 

   

   

 

 

SCALE MODELWORLD 2015 

MY TELFORD….BY PAUL ADAMS  

I’m not as normally well organised as I was this year, models were already packed from the Yeovilton visit, 

except swapping out two models, clothes were sorted, club member’s models were ready and batteries had 

been charged in the cameras.  It was only Wednesday evening!!  

I arrived at Tony’s Friday morning at a welcome 9:45am, ready for our 10:00am departure. The car was packed 

with a surprising amount of space remaining in the rear despite 50 or so models being in there. It was truly like 

the Tardis…! We left in the rain, which seemed to follow us all the way to Telford. Conditions around 

Birmingham were awful, with very slow traffic around Dudley. The slow going gave the occupants chance to 

chat (especially with a refreshing coffee purchased earlier) – all imaginable subjects being covered, some of 

which are too strong or sensitive to be included in this publication! 

We arrived at 13.40pm and parked up at the Holiday Inn car park. We met with the les Garagistes guys and I 

sought refreshments…..a beer and sandwich later, we made our way into the hall at 3:00pm. Our table was 

quickly located and we began setting out our stall. Sadly however, a misunderstanding with the table 

allocation meant we were in the wrong spot and with one table too many!! It was at this point we’d virtually 

finished the table, and had to move the models off in stages, reposition the cloths and move the models back 

into place, albeit with 6 foot less to play with. Sadly during the move the mast of Dale’s Bismark was damaged 

(much to Tony’s distress). We completed set up at 5:40pm….It had been a long day and so the evening was 

welcome, a time to relax and chill with a few beers and a lovely curry. As Tony and Sean stayed at the Uni digs, 

their account of what happened between 6:00pm Friday and 9:00am Saturday may make more interesting 

reading than mine!   
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After breakfast, I made my way to the hall at 08:15. It was time to check the table and make any last 

adjustments before 9:00am. There was a missing label, but nothing serious. It was interesting to see members 

walking around looking at other club displays even this early. In fact there were some people shopping on 

Friday as traders were setting up!! Sean and Tony were delayed getting in as the traffic was bad around the 

area, however a welcome addition to the stand was Gray who’d arrived early, had breakfast and got in before 

IPMS members were due at 09:00!! I guess it helps to carry a model in with you. We duly found space on the 

table for his Forbidden Planet cruiser which proved popular with its light display. 

Soon enough though, members were flooding in, followed by 

the paying public. The halls were very busy up until around 

2:00pm and to me seemed a crowded as I’d ever seen the 

show. Oddly, reports are that footfall was down this year. The 

day at the table was great, with line after line a folk eager to 

see our display. We were in hall 3 this year, which has much 

better lighting than 1 and 2 (this is why the competition area 

used to be in 3). We all had a chance to look around, shop and 

chat with friends during the day making for a very enjoyable 

time. Competition judging was all done by 3pm, so the 

welcome news spread that Barry and Nick were both rewarded 

for their entries. I popped up to the competition area around 

5pm, after the masses had died down, and managed to look 

through automotive, large aircraft and sci-fi in 30 minutes 

before relieving Tony and Sean at the table for their turn to 

have a look too. I didn’t agree with Best in Show (though it was 

a cracking model), an Airfix 1/12
th

 Bentley blower, mine was 

another masterpiece by Stefano Marchetti (he of the levitating Bugatti) – a 1917 WWI mech robot diorama, 

fully scratchbuilt…incredible work with a superb weathered paint finish. 

Soon enough though 6:00pm arrived and we were off to our respective hotels for the night. I dined with les 

Garagistes at a local Bella Italia, drunk too much wine and then polished off another few pints at the hotel. It’s 

only once a year! 

Sunday dawned with yet more poor weather and so after a big breakfast, I checked out of the hotel and made 

my way into the halls. Tony and Sean had arrived in good time and so I was able to go off and do my duty on 

the front desk for 9am. It was a simple task of stamping members IPMS cards and handing out a Sunday 

wristband.  Well, you’d think it would be easy. After minimal training, we were the first point of contact for 

members with no or old cards, some with little English, some with memberships with no date on them, others 

wishing access because they thought they were too important to queue..It all went on. 1 hour passed in a 

flash, so it was back to the table to check in and have a look around at shopping and to grab some more 

photos. Richard had arrived and found his way to the table late on the morning after a bit a shopping and a 

glance at the exhibits. 

I thought for a while that Sunday was very busy 

too…it always tails off around 2pm (as most shows 

do). I managed to restrain myself from purchasing 

anything expensive like large scale aircraft kits from 

Tamiya…(OMG…the Mossie is gorgeous) and just 

limited myself to buying some AK weathering 

products purchased at a very reasonable £3 per 

bottle, some new bendy Tamiya tape, and bought 

Saturday, a lovely Zoukei Mura 1/32
nd

 base for last 

year’s purchase, the Tamiya Corsair.  On my tour I 

managed to bump into Les Cooper and his wife and 



 

 

7 

had a nice chat about the club and various other topics. It was great to see him looking well and still enjoying 

the hobby.   

I met up with the Garagistes team at 1pm to watch the outcome of the MotoGP finale at Valencia via iPad…it 

wasn’t the ending I’d hoped for…next year maybe.  

The show closes at 4pm on Sunday, and as so it always feels like a short day. Packing up went well compared 

to setting up and we were in our cars at 4.50pm. As Tony was on business the following days, Richard was our 

lift back to Romsey. Conditions were to say the least cramped as though room was made for the models, my 

holdall was in the front with me. At least in had some where to rest my legs, but getting in and out was 

challenging! The weather once more was horrendous, especially on the M40, but Richard calmly navigated us 

safely home for around 8:30pm.  

It had been another marvellous weekend, both socially and from a hobby perspective. I never tire of this 

event, so much to do, many friends to talk to, fantastic models on display, some leaving me speechless, 

competition awards for two of our members, more than enough to buy, lots of new products on display from 

the manufacturers and it’s a nice opportunity to unwind from the everyday life at home. I’m already booked in 

at the hotel for 2016 and with the prospect of two more Romsey members staying over next year, I can’t wait. 

Many thanks to both Tony and Richard for the driving duties, (nicely done chaps), and to all those that 

contributed to the table this year. 

 

TELFORD TIME AGAIN!!!  
BY NIGEL ROBINS  

I really can`t believe that it was a week ago that Barry, Nick and myself crammed ourselves into the car and 

headed north, in the rain, to Telford. This year we set off at 10:00 as I hoped it would make the journey up 

easier as quicker and yes it did. We got to Telford at 13:45, booked Nick and Barry into the University campus 

and then headed back to the International Centre to set up the stand. 

As we were early (And were not supposed to enter the halls until 15:00) we decided to go and have a bite to 

eat. If you go outside of the venue and head up the hill there are all the eateries that you could wish for. I did 

not realise this as, I think, in the 15 years I have been going to Telford I have rarely ventured outside the halls 

in daylight!!  

When we got back Harold had arrived with the trade stand so we helped him unload the van as at the bottom 

of the pile was the Bailey bridge and Barry s ships in their travelling cases. The lads then set up the club stand, 

though it looked like Romsey had and extra table, they did not as it transpired,  the tables had been re-

arranged to let a trader into Hall 3 and as a result they all got mixed up. The poor Romsey guys in the end had 

to rearrange their stand three times!! Once the bridge had been placed in the centre of the stand we were 

able to place the France 1940 models at one end of the table and the rest of the models across the remaining 

space; in the end we needed the full 18 foot we had asked for. 

Nick and Barry entered their models in the competition and after, finally, setting Harold up, adjourned to the 

usual carvery for an evening meal. Having dropped Nick and Barry back to their accommodation I went back to 

the B&B and was up until 2am boxing the latest new Matador releases!! 

Saturday dawned and the first thing most of us encountered was a massive traffic jam at the International 

Centre. We couldn’t get into the traders car park so I had to drop Harold and Bill off and eventually get parked 

in the main car park. Consequently, I did not actually get into the show until 09:00 luckily Harold and Bill were 

already trading.  I understand that everyone experienced this traffic chaos but I never found out why it was so 

bad this year - perhaps it was just the volume of visitors to the show? Saturday can only be described as very 

busy; in fact, the place was pretty much packed out until lunchtime. I have never seen this show so busy. On 

the trade stand we had our best day ever, nearly beating last year’s sales for the whole weekend on the 

Saturday alone, in fact, other than a visit to the kit swap I did not get off to see the show at all on Saturday. 
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The lads, now re-enforced by Jim and his wife Jean, Chris Marston, Peter Grist and Jack, Steve Frampton and 

interlopers from the USAF SIG; Paul Guppy and Phil Butler, had, I think, a busy day as well. The club stand was 

photographed a lot and the proximity of the Romsey table (Alongside us) and the USAF SIG in the same row 

meant that everyone was in the same area rather than being scattered across the venue, this helped a lot. 

The competition results were announced and we were all pleased to hear that Barry had won another gold 

medal for his seagoing tug “Buccaneer” and we were all particularly pleased that Nick Burden won silver for 

“The scent bottle” his Renault truck. 

On Sunday as we had arrived very early to avoid the traffic (Which was, of course, nonexistent!!) I had a good 

look at the club stands and also the Revell, Airfix and Trumpeter stands. Revell had on display their new 

Shackleton; it is a different mark to the Airfix one and looks just as good even, perhaps, better in some areas? 

Airfix had on display their new 1/72 Martlett, 1/48 Stuka and a Victor B2 in 1/72 as well. For me I was really 

pleased to see the new US airfield vehicles in 1/72 they look great and are long overdue.  The Trumpeter stand 

had a made up model of a 1/200 scale HMS Nelson and test shots for a 1/200 HMS Hood!! I am sure some of 

you will build one of these fantastic models in the next year or so!!  

The other great thing about the show is catching up with friends over the course of the weekend.  I saw Gray, 

only briefly, in the mayhem that was Saturday, said hello to a few of the Poole lads on Sunday and I was also 

able to catch up with Roland, my friend from Germany as well. Sadly being a “trader” does mean that I do miss 

out on some of the social side of Telford and don`t have as much opportunity to chat to friends as at “normal” 

shows. 

I am sure a lot of cash exchanged hands and Barry and Nick bought several cases at bargain prices which we, 

just about, got in the car. Jim’s wife treated him to a large number of items, so I am sure Mr Betley has plenty 

of modelling materials to be getting on with this year. Peter was very restrained, for once; I think his model 

count was in single figures!! Sadly, I bought rather a lot more than I intended to as Paul and Phil discovered 

that a trader was disposing of all their stock and so I put in an offer for two boxes of kits and was successful!! 

This would not have been so bad other than the fact that I had already been persuaded to buy a load of spare 

parts and random kits and accessories from the same trader, again, courtesy of Messrs Butler and Guppy. 

The weekend flew by, Sunday being quieter than Saturday and punctuated by the Armistice Commemoration 

at 11:00, Nick and Steve did their IPMS duty in the kit swap and before we knew it we were knocking the stand 

down and packing up for another year. Arriving home at 22:15 on Sunday meant getting up for work on 

Monday at 06:30 was a little difficult!! 

PHOTOS FROM TELFORD 

 

The Romsey Modellers Display at Scale ModelWorld 2015 
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HK models massive B-17 I brilliant scratch built 1/24 BP Defiant 

  

Looks like the Zuika Mura HE219 was a tail sitter too! A lovely Halifax 

  
Airfix’s new 1/48 Meteor looks fantastic Airfix announced a new 1/72 Victor –  

  
“Friend of the club” - Andy Argent giving a demo  New Trumpeter HMS Nelson in 1/200 is huge 
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Outstanding vacform Vanguard Super detail om the Horten 

  
Small scale vehicle’s were very impressive  This tiny truck was well worth it’s gold 

  
I hope my Wessex 5 comes out as well as this A scratchbuilt biplane won the large scale aircraft 

  
This Stirling was superb , the cut away panels were so thin I love the cartoon effect paint work on this mini 
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Mr Argent again won Gold with is lovely “Forgotten” diorama A C-47 crash , perfectly done 

  
Nick Burdon got silver for his “le Puh” , should have been gold A very big Millennium Falcon 

  
Bary Sharman got a deserved Gold Another bloody HE219 

 

 

 

 

 

Best in Show was this Russian rocket and lauchpad. 

 

An intresting choice – but certainly an outstanding piece of 

work 
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A RESTORATION  

BY J.V.LIN (AKA BRIAN SAMPSON)  

“BONJOUR” 

I lived with messes ‘Ella’ (Heller 

to the English) for a short while 

before moving to England 

where I was given a home with 

an aircraft modeller who 

started to build me but only 

managed to assemble some of 

me and give me a coat of grey 

paint, my legs (undercarriage) 

were never fitted. 

I languished in a corner for 

some time before I was taken 

with some of my other friends 

in plastic to a model club in 

Romsey. Although many of the 

others were snapped up I was 

left in a corner until I was 

spotted by Spike who took pity 

on me. I lay for some time on a shelf in his garage until that magic day when he took me out with a plan to 

resurrect me to my proper glory. 

My new owner Spike stripped me back to the bare essentials and rebuilt me filling and sanding me with care. 

The next decision was how to dress me as camouflage can be quite drab. It was decided to dress me as a 

research version of myself, basically white with a yellow/black stripped underside and odd red bit to break up 

the white. Now as he had sanded and polished and sprayed me my surface detail had disappeared! Spike had 

the idea of creating new panel lines by making his own decals. This was purely an experiment to see how it 

would turn out, he was pleased with the results although the next time he tries this he will try the softer greys 

instead of black. 
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I have been entered in Romsey’s end of year competition the results of which will be announced at their 

Christmas evening.. 

 
 

CLUB BUILD HE219 
BY TONY ADAMS  

After 18 months the club’s project has finally been completed and displayed at Telford, and it’s turned out 

pretty well judging from the comments we received at the table.  

The build was extended as we delayed key procedures to demonstrate them at club meetings, and since I 

missed a number of them due to work commitments this often resulted in months of inactivity.  

I have just checked and the last write up on it in this publication was in December 2104 which shows the 

slowness of the build and the frantic work that was done in the last month to get it ready for SWM. 

WHERE WE LEFT OFF… 

The last act of the build article in Dec 

14 was to attach the wings and 

tailplane , thus showing how 

impressive the model would be and 

making it bloody difficult to handle . 

All the main structures were 

complete and we were almost ready 

to slap some paint on. 

However before that happened I had 

to consider how we were to mask 

the cockpit. After discussion at the 

club we decided to have the canopy 

closed as we thought this would 

make transporting the kit easier. This 
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led me to decide to glue the canopy in place before painting thus using it as a mask. Consequently I had to 

complete the cockpit work. We had purchased an etch seatbelt set , so it was time to get this attached to the 

seats. 

  

The painted etch set from Eduard took a considerable amount of delicate assembly but when done looked great. 

 

Left: the pilot and radar operator seats , with the 

seatbelts fitted. A wash of MIG dark wash was 

applied to make them look “used”. I also added 

some silver scratches to the metal parts. 

 

 

 

 

Below: The seats fitted to the cockpit 

  

 

Next the cockpit was given a coat of Klear and masked using bare metal foil ( I gave a demonstration of how 

this was applied at a club meeting )  
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The cockpit masked and glued in place The canopy was given a coat of the interior colour  

PAINTING 

 

  

First up the model was given a couple of coats of Tamiya Fine 

Gray Primer straight from the can. The size of the model made 

this a tricky process, I had to do it outside to keep the fumes 

down as lit took almost a whole can. Once dry it was given a 

light rub down with 2500 micro mesh , which resulted in a very 

smooth finish. 

Pre shading was applied using Tamiya X-1 roughly sprayed 

along the panel lines. Again this was lightly rubbed down to 

remove any steps in the paint. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I demonstrated applying the topcoat over the pre-shade at a 

club meeting , a number of club members had a go. 

 

The topcoat was completed when I got home ( but forgot to 

take a picture !) 
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It was now time to do the task I really wasn’t looking forward to, the motteled camouflage.  I purchased a 

Airwaves 1/32 German Camo etch mask from Hannants. This has a number of different patterns for German 

aircraft , unfortunately the HE219 wasn’t explicitly mentioned but I found one that looked pretty close to some 

reference photos and the artwork below. 

 

I added some tape to the mask to prevent overstrap and started on one wing. Initiilly I found that the mask has 

to be hard on the model else the pattern became indistinct due to paint diffusion. This gave me a problem 

with smudging the paint as I moved it across the model. I the end I came up with a technique of painting the 

pattern in stripes, the width of the mask and filling in the gaps once the paint was dry. 

  

 

The paint was applied in strips and filled in once the paint was dry, I rotated the mask and turned it upside down to vary the 

pattern 

  

Gaps were filled in as required When the whole model was covered there I wasn’t too happy 

with the result – the was quite a lot of overspray between the 

mottle, and the dark patches seemed very harsh 
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After some thought I overstrated the whole camoflarge pattern 

with heavily thined (approx 10% paint ) base colour. This 

reduced the visiblity of overstray and blended the whole 

pattern.  

After a few applications off thined base colour, I was very 

happy with the result. 

 

 

The model was given a couple of coats of Klear , which was slightly polished with with Micromesh ready for the 

decals. 

FINISHING OFF 

The first decals were put on a club night , as part of a demo , I didn’t do to many as I was worried about getting 

the model home without damaging them. 

  

The rest of the main decals went on without  problem, but there were a 

fair number of  placards and no step markers that were tricky to get down 

without silvering, they were  dipped in Klear before being applied, the only 

problem was you had to work fast before they were fixed fast. 

 

The kit decals being Revell didn’t have a swastika, I 

found a sutably sized one from my decal box . 

References suggest it shouldn’t have the white 

sorround, but I really couldn’t be bothered to cut it 

off 

The model was then given another coat Klear to seal the decals 
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Dark Flory wash was spayed over the model and allowed to 

dry. This was removed by damp tissue , taking care not to 

remove wash from the panel lines , or to leave too much on the 

surface  

The wash certainly showed up the panel lines, in some areas I 

had to rescribe them as it was now obvious where they were 

missing due to sanding. 

 

 

  

The undercarrage parts built , painted and weathered. Bare 

metal foil was used for the shock adsorbers. There was one 

slight cock up at this stage that I will leave you to guess. 

Assembled and glued in place, they looked pretty good. 

 

 

  
Andy James did a great job of the wheels And Malcolm’s exhausts really look the part 
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With the undercarriage constructed , there was a moment a truth , would they hold. 

 

The answer was yes but the bloody thing sat on its tail ! 

On consulting the instruction I found I had missed putting 25g in each engine nacelle – where was I going to 

hide 50g? 

  

Part of the solution was in the four exhausts, which were filled with lead shot and sealed with blu tak. Lead was also put in the 

propeller spinners and nose wheel. In the end there was just enough to pull the nose down. 

  

After 6 months I was worried that the bear metal mask 

wouldn’t come off. As it was it took a lot of scraping and left a 

lot of glue on the canopy 

Plastic polish removed the glue and after a hour of polishing 

the canopy was sparkly clean 
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Gun barrels for the cannons were made from copper pipe 

treaded through some plastic pipe. These looked much better 

than the kit parts. 

The radar anttenas were masked and painted , the lower ones 

have read and white stripes , presumablt to sop ground crew 

“putting their eys out” 

The final act was fitting the radar antennas , which now means the model is incredibly fragile , I have already 

broken them several times.  

So that’s it , 18 month work and the participation of 

myself, Paul , Will, Andy, Malcolm and Nigel and we 

have an impressive model to put on the table. I feel it 

has been a useful tool to show off techniques , but if 

we do an aircraft again , something a bit smaller would 

be more practical . Next year we plan to build Tamiya’s 

1/35  Mark IV tank which will allow the armor guys to 

teach us something new, I’m looking forward to it ( 

and I plan to take a very back seat on the build). 
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USS NIMITZ  
BY RICHARD STEWART  

Well it’s been a few months since my last write up and I left it where I was going to put on the catwalks. Now I 

removed the originals as they were completely out of ‘fairy land’ and replace it with WEM’s etch. Now this 

etch is designed to replace the floor of the original catwalks only as the original sides are used to glue it to. As 

mentioned these are incorrect so it meant me trying to fit the floor and then to add standard railings to 70% of 

the walkways. So etch upon etch! This certainly got me thinking on how to add some ‘sky hooks’ to secure 

these, as remembering alot of the railings will also have life-raft canisters fitted to them and so strength is very 

important here. 

The first part was to make a number of boxed in stairwells, these sit at various places along the side of the 

deck and is the main route for the crew to enter or leave the flight deck area. The kit renditions are completely 

useless and were removed with the walkways anyway.  I used plastic card/rod and some GMM stairs to get the 

desired results and fixed them according to my reference pictures at specific points to the edge of the flight 

deck. 

I drilled 0.4mm holes in the side of the deck to accept the correct diameter steel rods to provide supports for 

the etched walkways. Also a length of plastic square rod was glued in line were the walkway would sit, so the 

back of the etch would have some support.  

  

Walk-ways ready to be fitted. Note; all had to be cut to 

accept the boxed stair wells  

Tiny pegs kept it in position while the glue dried. Although 

removing them was akin to defusing a bomb! 

It did use a few different methods to fix the etch to the flight deck, and the most successful one was below. I 

still drilled the 0.4mm hole to accept the steel rods but instead of the supports being at 90 degrees to the 

walk-ways, I drilled them a few mm lower. Still using the plastic square rod as the back support, the steel rods 

were then bent up to support the outer part of the etch. This saved adding the metal supports underneath 

later on and are much stronger. 
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Steel rods fitted and bent up. Note square plastic rod with 

cut outs for stair wells 

Completed hopefully I won’t knock it off accidentally!! 

 

  

Starboard forward side completed Bow Safety netting also fitted 

 

Due to the issue of continuous damage to the walkways due to the fact that the ship did not have a suitable base to work 

from. I purchased an off-cut from B&Q for a £1.00. A very good investment as now with the ship secured to it, I can move the 

ship around with less chance of breaking off those fragile etched parts! 

 

Well the Starboard side is nearly done & ready to do the same thing on the port side. Should be a very busy 

Christmas in more ways than one. 

Till next time…  
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MOULDY OLD MOULDING 
BY WILL BOOTH 

 
I like the Martin B-10, from the age of 8 or so when I was given a book about the history of the US Air Force.  It 
had some pictures of a tour of Alaska by a flight of them which looked way ahead of anything else at the time.  
It would have been fantastic if the pics had been colour; I assume then they would have been olive 
green/brown with yellow wings, later in the 30’s the USAAC went for blue fuselages – and highly polished gloss 
finish too.  Whatever the colour scheme the B-10 was the state of the art on introduction, influenced most of 
the turreted bombers of WW2 and indeed was still in front line service in the Dutch East indies during the war, 
though obsolete by then. 
 

 
At the spring FAA Museum show I picked up this leprous box from a pile.  The vendor assured me it wasn’t 
contagious, was fully complete and the decals had been stored separately.  It looked okay and for ten quid 
what could go wrong – new boxings are still available but 3 times the price and I bet you don’t get the coloured 
plastic nor is it likely to be as crisply moulded. 
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What did I get?  One sprue each of yellow and blue plastic, a clear sprue, a stand (hooray – but no crew - boo) 
and optional rubber tyres!  And a set of very nice microscale decals. Whilst the parts don’t have many joining 
locators it is obvious that Williams put a good effort into designing an uncomplicated and robust kit. 

 
 
Assembly was fairly straight forward and the parts matched up reasonably well.  It may not be an ideal 
beginners kit but certainly no harder than some older mainstream products.  I probably should have scraped 
the trailing edges internally to try to get them somewhat thinner.  The wings virtually plugged into the root 
fairings forming a good solid airframe, especially with the two stabilizers interlocking in the tail. 
 

 
Having assembled the basic air frame, and before painting I needed to decide how to tackle the 
transparencies.  Given the not-painting-them-at-all-method occasionally adopted in my youth is unacceptable 
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at IPMS Romsey I would have to mask.  Unfortunately the framing is only dimly etched on the inside of the 
canopies so I cut some thin tape and set to…and failed, there’s too much intersecting glazing.  Plan B was to 
create some painted magic tape frames which would be sealed in with Klear. 
 

 
Having primed in grey to check the build was up/down to my usual standard, it was time to tackle the yellow 
paint, so I primed the wings white just for a base to these areas.  Apart from the usual trauma of yellow paint 
coverage, this was reasonably straightforward, especially as I had the correct USAAC blue in a bunch of 
“Xtracolor” paints picked up from one of those piles of old paint giveaways at a club night!  Even the yellow, an 
ancient Humbrol Authentic worked, though needless to say after the first coat I realised I’d forgotten to install 
the slats between the fuse and nacelles. 
 

 
 
Will it be finished for the competition?  Watch this space… 
 
 
Will Booth  
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CLUB DIARY 2015 

2015 

November 18
th

 Annual Competition November 22
nd

  Middle Wallop Show (TBC) 

December 2
nd

  

December 16
th

  

Club Night Extra  

Xmas Night 

  

Next Meeting: Wednesday November  18
th

 
t
       (8pm to 10pm) 

CONTACT INFO 

Web Site wwww.romseymodellers.co.uk  email info@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Club President   Paul Adams 

Club Secretary   Tony Adams Tel: 01794 519153 

Magazine Editor  Tony Adams Tel: 07736555664  email: tony@romseymodellers.co.uk 

Treasurer  Steve Edwards  

Competition Secretary   Sean Summers  

Thank you to this month’s contributors to this publication 

Tony Adams 

Paul Adams 

Nigel Robins  

Will Booth 

Richard Stewart 

Brian Sampson 

FINDING US 

Ampfield Village Hall 

Morleys Lane 

Romsey 

Hampshire 

SO51 9BJ 

 

  

Articles and news are always welcome for inclusion in this magazine. Note all views and information thus 

expressed are solely those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or the club 

as a whole.  

Copyright: Romsey Modellers 2015 
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